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This study looks at thirty of the largest Newspaper in 

the Classroom (NIC) programs being operated in the United 

States. The researcher employed the questionnaire survey 

method to achieve quantitative and qualitative results. 

The thirty newspapers were queried about their NIC pro-

grams. These thirty were reported to have the largest NIC 

programs by the American Newspaper Publishers Association 

(ANPA), which coordinates the NIC programs on the national 

level. 

The coordinator of the NIC program at each newspaper was 

asked to report the name of that newspaper's NIC program, the 

title and name of the director of the program, the number o£ 

years the program has been in existence, the number of schools 

involved in the program, the number of papers being used 

iveekly in the NIC program, and the purpose and objective of 

the program. 

Each respondent was also asked to give information con-

cerning the nature of (if any) teacher workshops, orientation 

programs, in-service training, or the like, which the news-

paper held to inform teachers about the uses of the daily 

newspaper in the classroom. 



The findings of this research on the NIC programs can be 

summarized as follows: 

1. The majority of the newspapers queried placed a 

strong emphasis on the educational role of their programs 

rather than considering them as promotional ventures. 

2. All recognize that through their programs they are 

helping to build a more informed citizenship for the future. 

3. Each newspaper furnishes the participating NIC 

teachers with materials which can be used to inform the 

teacher about the workings of the daily newspaper in order to 

make her job more effective in using the newspaper with her 

students. 

4. A majority of the newspapers make summer workshops 

and training sessions available to teachers to train them in 

the use of the newspaper as a supplemental teaching tool. 

5. The programs are being used by schools in the news-

paper's circulation area, because the programs queried are 

generally more than one year old. 

The variables involved in evaluating each of the pro-

grams to the fullest have not been satisfactorily dealt with 

in this limited study. Comparison of the programs on a one-

to-one basis is too complex, because each has its individu-

alized aspects. 

In conclusion, the newspapers studied are felt to be 

•fiaking a contribution the education. Many materials provided 

by these NIC programs are usefu] in improving reading 



comprehension of students and in heightening student interest 

in community and nation. In addition, the information of 

this study should be of value in helping to improve many NIC 

programs already existing and in helping other programs to 

get under way. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Webster describes a newspaper as "a paper printed and 

distributed at stated intervals, usually daily or weekly, to 

convey news, advocate opinions, etc" (2). He describes edu-

cation as the "act or process of educating; discipline of 

mind or character through study or instruction; also, a stage 

of such a process or the training in it, as, to receive a 

college education" (2). A newspaper, on the other hand, has 

been described by at least one source as "a university in 

print--a living textbook of practically every subject covered 

in the classroom" (6), while education, according to other 

sources, would take on as many differing definitions as 

respondents asked to define it. 

For this and other reasons, "educators themselves have 

become concerned with the deepening impact of the mass media 

on youth" (1), and with the ways that newspapers, implemented 

into the elementary, junior high school, high school, and 

adult education levels of education, can be used to "enrich 

the American school curriculum" (1, p.l). There are many 

similar and varying ideas about how the newspaper should be 

read and, likewise, how it would be implemented into the 

school curriculum by classroom teachers. Newspapers are a 



living form of news and are obvious sources of information 

on such subjects as community living and current events. 

But they have been found to be of use as excellent sources 

of information on mathematics, social studies, art, geography, 

English, literature, contemporary problems, architecture, 

and other areas of the academic curriculum. 

The idea that children will grow up with the habit of 

reading the newspaper "is just too great a risk to assume," 

said Basil L. Walters, former editor of the Chicago Daily 

News and a past president of the American Society of News-

paper Editors (1, p.l). Walters and other representatives 

of leading newspapers and educational associations, there-

fore, met in October of 1956 and set up a study designed to 

determine the extent and methods of newspaper use in schools 

at that time. 

Newspaper in the Classroom (hereafter referred to as 

NIC) programs, by that or any other name, evolved from this 

meeting, because the study showed that the existing use of 

newspapers in the classroom in 1956 was inadequate. It was, 

therefore, recommended that a "teacher education program be 

established as a necessary first step in a continuing news-

paper-in-the-classroom program" (1, p.2). Some teachers 

today use the newspaper perhaps as little as once a week on 

a regular basis as a classroom material. Other teachers, 

however, may use a newspaper regularly in one or more areas 



of their teaching curriculum or reserve a certain amount of 

classroom time each day or each week for newspaper reading. 

The newspaper in the classroom programs are not intended 

as a modern-day answer to The Weekly Reader, but rather as 

a means in aiding the students in today's classrooms toward 

becoming more knowledgeable students, as well as more informed 

and responsible citizens tomorrow. For this reason, many 

teachers have come to rely on the use of the newspaper just 

as they, or others, depend upon audio-visual aids and other 

special resource materials. In general, 

The program is perceived as being a move away 
from the tedious memorization of textbook facts to 
an emphasis on the examination and interpretation 
of events that the individual student sees as impact-
ing directly on his life. News articles have proved 
to be admirable devices for helping teachers to 
use induction or 'discovery' methods--encouraging 
students to ask questions, to probe, and to engage 
in objective thinking and investigation (4, p.2). 

Background of the Study 

The NIC program began in 1959 as "the result of serious 

concern on the part of both educators and newspapers" (1, p.2) 

There was 

. . . concern for the ill-informed students who were 
products of our educational system and for the 
deepening impact of electronic mass media on youth, 
and concern for the unmotivated students dropping 
out of schools with no reading skills or useful 
preparation for the future (1, p.2). 

The before-mentioned newspaper-financed study of 1956 

showed that newspapers, though used inadequately, were used 

most often in social studies classes. Thus, the National 



Council for the Social Studies, a di\rision of the National 

Education Association, undertook the development of the 

teacher education programs, which had been recommended in 

1956 by the leading newspaper and educational association 

members who met at the first Press-Education Convention at 

the Drake Hotel in Chicago (1, p.2). It,was noted at this 

meeting that "for many years newspapermen have contended that 

newspapers should do more to encourage boys and girls to 

acquire the newspaper reading habit early in the students' 

school career" (7, p.3), and "educators themselves . . . feel 

that neivspapers could help motivate student reading, and also 

provide a 'living textbook"' (7, p. 3) for the classroom. 

In June of 1957, the Social Studies Council Board of 

Directors authorized the executive secretary of the Council, 

Dr. Merrill F. Hartshorn, to direct the program of teacher 

education in behalf of educational interests. A group of 

educators under Dr. Hartshorn prepared a prospectus concern-

ing the programs in August of the same year. The prospectus 

called for the future establishment of three summer workshops 

to be held annually, with one at the State University of Iowa, 

one at Syracuse University, and one at the University of 

California at Los Angeles. These were to be held under the 

auspices of the Department of Education at the three univer-

sities (1, p . 3). 



According to the prospectus, the purpose of the teacher 

education program was 

To explore the possibilities for increasing the 
quality of instruction and learning through cooper-
ative study of the uses of the newspaper in the 
classroom, and to provide a setting of free inquiry 
and informal association in which representatives of 
the press, teachers, and university faculties can 
establish foundations for continuing beneficial 
relationships and mutual support (1, p.3). 

Twenty scholarships were provided for teachers that year 

at each of the three universities, funded by the International 

Circulation Managers Association. The summer workshops became 

projects of the American Newspaper Publishers Association 

(hereafter referred to as ANPA), "and through the ANPA, news-

papers were urged to provide local cooperation with their 

schools and develop local materials and workshops" (7, p.4). 

In September of 1958, educators from throughout the 

nation met to evaluate the workshops and agreed "that the work-

shops were accomplishing the intended purpose and voted to 

continue participation" (1, p.3). Dr. Gene D. Shepherd, 

General Curriculum Coordinator of the Oklahoma City Public 

Schools, summed up the reaction of the gathered representative 

in the following statement: "The increasing number of class-

room teachers and students who utilize the newspapers, and 

the mounting enthusiasm for newspaper use testify to the suc-

cess and importance of this project" (1, p.3). This and other 

reports justified the continuation of the workshop program so 

that newspapers, through the ANPA, began sponsoring the program 



in their areas by 1959. Many newspapers had "NIC" programs 

at that time in which they sent free copies of the net^spaper 

to teachers desiring a copy or copies for their classrooms, 

but it was only in 1959 that the expanded use of the newspaper 

as a classroom material began. 

As of 1969, the ANPA found that 350 newspapers had local 

programs, involving more than 47,000 teachers, 17,000 schools, 

three million students, and nearly sixty-eight million copies 

of daily newspapers annually. Many of the newspapers, in 

addition, set up their own local summer workshops, to supple-

ment the workshops at the three universities. The scope of 

the programs had grown by such proportions by 1969 that the 

ANPA increased its staff to include a full-time educational 

services director, because it continued to print several guides 

on NIC planning, which are available to any newspaper upon 

request. 

Upon writing the ANPA, a newspaper is sent a mimeographed 

pamphlet entitled "What is the Newspaper in the Classroom 

Program and How Can a Newspaper Develop Such a Program in Its 

Community?" Written by Marvin Maskowsky, director of educa-

tional services for the ANPA up until July 1, 1972, the 

pamphlet outlines these elements of a NIC program (see Appen-

dix B) : 

A. It is a cooperative educational program between 
the local scTTool system. 



B. The content of a newspaper becomes an important 
resource for teachers and helps them do a better 
teaching job. Why? The newspaper is unique 
because: 

1. It is relevant and reports immediate events 
of interest which cannot be found any place 
else. 

2. It motivates students because they want to 
reacf̂  discuss and learn about these events. 

3. It helps teachers teach reading skills, 
which is one of the major crises in educa-
tion today. The U.S. Office of Education 
says that one of four students has major 
reading deficiencies. 

4. A local ne\srspaper is the only medium which 
reports the events and problems of the 
local community in depth (5, p.2). 

The pamphlet goes on to describe an ideal type of man 

said to be needed to direct an NIC program which t̂ ill meet 

the needs of educators. 

According to Maskowsky, no sample teaching materials, 

orientation folders, or the like are prepared for distribu-

tion to the newspapers requesting information concerning the 

beginnings of a NIC program. 

Statement of the Problem 

Today there are more than 360 newspapers throughout the 

nation tnat have implemented some form of educational program 

into their newspaper operation. Called by various names, 

each program is operated on an individual basis, with the 

possible exception of newspaper chains, such as Copley Press, 

Inc., which has a central leadership organization that over-

sees the NIC programs at each of its newspapers. According 

to Maskowsky, each program is operated independently, without 
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necessary reference to programs being operated elsewhere; 

each enterprise has its own set of materials for teachers 

using the program; and each enterprise may take its message 

or messages to teachers and educators in its own manner (7, 

p.7). The operating programs have, of necessity in some 

cases, borrowed materials from other existing programs, 

fashioned their materials after those of another newspaper, 

and had some materials developed by educators, newspapermen, 

or available staff members of various journalistic and educa-

tional organizations. All of the programs have in common the 

problem that none necessarily has sufficient knowledge of the 

operations of other programs to modify, expand, or improve 

their own programs (5). 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to present differences and 

similarities of some of the larger NIC programs in an effort 

to aid future, as well as present, NIC representatives and 

directors with their programs, whether on a beginning or 

expanding basis. Such a study should assist the ANPA with 

its services to additional newspapers wishing to begin such 

programs, and such information could also be of value to 

communications and other educators who would need to relay to 

their students the purposes and objectives of programs of 

this nature, which aim at making the newspaper an innovative 

and integral part of the classroom teaching situation. 



Limitations of the Study 

Since there are more than 360 NIC programs now in opera-

tion, the researcher has queried only the thirty largest 

programs as reported by the ANPA (See Appendix A). After a 

personal conversation with Maskowsky, the researcher decided 

that only these programs should be studied, because only a 

few of the existing programs deal with a large number of 

students and teachers on a regular basis. 

Since all of the thirty have somewhat different materials 

and elements for their individual programs, it will be impos-

sible to elaborate extensively on each program, and reference 

will of necessity have to be limited to certain similarities 

and differences of the program. Without this limitation, it 

would be necessary to enclose copies of each newspaper's 

materials in this study in order to fully explain all of the 

intricacies and differences of each of the materials. Exam-

ples of program materials, however, may be found in Appendices 

D, E, F, G, and H) . In dealing with this subject, the follow-

ing areas of NIC program structures will be considered: 

1. The title of the program of each queried newspaper 
and the title of each program "director." 

2. The staffing of the various programs. 

3. The materials offered to teachers and educators 
to aid them in implementing the program in the 
classroom. 

4. The years of existence of the programs and the 
number of schools involved in the particular 
newspaper's program, and 
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5. The type of teacher orientation programs set up 
by the newspaper. 

Organization of the Study 

The query of the newspapers was conducted in the form of 

a questionnaire, which was sent to the director of each pro-

gram as reported by the ANPA (See Appendix A). Each "director" 

was asked to list specifics about his or her program as well 

as information pertinent to the particular newspaper involved 

in the program. Questions were asked about the administra-

tive affairs of the program as well as the actual individual-

ization of the program, in regard to such items as objectives 

and purposes of the program (See Appendix C, Questionnaire). 

Each questionnaire was accompanied by an air-mail enve-

lope for the returning of this material. Each respondent was 

also asked to forward a copy of the orientation material used 

in his particular program. The questionnaire contained both 

open-ended and multiple choice questions appropriate to secure 

the necessary information for comparison of the programs. 

Twenty-three of the questionnaires were returned, while seven 

other program directors were contacted by telephone to secure 

the necessary research information. 

The tables in chapters II and III outline the various 

programs for comparison. Tables I, II and III in Chapter II 

cite the questionnaire information, while Table IV in Chapter 

III outlines the similarities and differences in the programs. 
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Chapter IV deals with a critique of and conclusion about the 

program as perceived by the researcher. 
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CHAPTER II 

RESEARCH PROCEDURES AND DATA 

The questionnaire respondents were asked to cite the 

title of the NIC director to learn at which level of the 

newspaper's organization the "educational" director fell. 

NIC programs, in some cases, have operations which border on 

public relations, so the researcher felt that such an item 

would shed light on the feelings towards, or the position of, 

the NIC program within the newspaper organization. Although 

the programs are geared toxvard education, the title of the 

director does not always reflect this association. The names 

of the programs vary also, but these names are reasonably 

synonymous and imply education or educational program in some 

way. 

The second question, pertaining to morning or evening 

circulation of the newspaper was included to obtain basic 

information, as was the daily circulation blank. The size of 

any newspaper, in the majority of cases, may indicate to any 

researcher the general population of an area, which would also 

be related to the number of schools within an area. There 

are, of course, exceptions. For example, Memphis, Tennessee, 

home of The Commercial Appeal, is located in the midst of 

hundreds of cities of considerably smaller size, thus the 

majority of the newspaper's subscribers live outside the 
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metropolitan area. The total circulation of a newspaper 

could likely dictate the proportions of a NIC program if from 

none other than a financial standpoint, as proper staffing 

and proper circulation of the newspaper is vital to any NIC 

operation. 

The number of schools involved in the program must be 

compared with the size of the staff of the program and also 

with the frequency of visits made by NIC staff to the schools 

in its program. This comparison is made because the involved 

teachers, principals, or superintendents and school system 

supervisors should be visited, or at least contacted, by a 

NIC staff member during the school year to check on the 

program's usefulness and/or effectiveness within the particu-

lar school or schools which participate in NIC programs. 

An examination of the types of teacher orientation pro-

grams and other programs such as university seminars or 

workshops is necessary, because using a new instructional tool, 

even one like the newspaper, is often difficult without some 

form of prior instruction or demonstration of how it might be 

useful in classroom teaching. This information, as t̂ ell as 

the number of teaching materials available to teachers, the 

number of times teachers use the newspaper per week as a 

supplemental material, and the budget allocated for the pro-

gram by the newspaper, may well be associated with the number 

of years that the program has been operating in the area and 

its success within that area. The number of years of the 
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program should also be correlated with programs, if any, 

which are co-sponsored by or held at local or regional uni-

versities and colleges. It is assumed that it would be 

necessary for a newspaper to establish an educational program 

first in order to obtain the support of university personnel 

for coordinated programs, and also before the number of 

schools involved in the program would be sizeable. 

The question pertaining to the cost of newspapers to the 

schools was included to show how rates differ from one pro-

gram to another, and the last item, pertaining to the purposes 

and objectives of the program, was included to determine if 

these programs are something other than promotional ventures 

on the part of the newspapers. The early classroom programs 

mentioned in Chapter I were largely "give away" programs. 

Steward Macdonald of the ANPA told newspapers as of 1969 "to 

remember their limited resources and to concentrate on build-

ing the habit of newspaper reading" (4). Dr. John N. Haefner, 

chairman of the Newspaper-in-the-Classroom committee for the 

National Council for the Social Studies and professor of 

social studies education at the University of Iowa, said at 

that time, 

In one sense we can measure the success of the program 
when it is completely paid for by schools. Then it 
has been accepted as a regular educational cost along 
with other instructional materials--textbooks, globes 
maps . . . but in these early stages, complimentary use 
is o. k. (4, p. 19) . 
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It was felt at that time that an excess of newspaper 

giveaways to schools for long periods would, firstly, cause 

a loss of value identification, and secondly, would cause 

the range of such NIC programs to be limited. "No paper is 

able to provide papers indefinitely for every school child. 

It must limit its service either to certain grade levels or 

to certain sections of its readership area" (4, p. 19). It 

was also pointed out that schools might be careless with 

"free" material until the school custodial complained about 

the pile-up of the papers in the school or school yard. 

Table I, which follows, also notes the levels of the 

classes within the area schools in which the program is being 

implemented, such as elementary school, junior high school, 

etc. 
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Table II is devoted to the number of years the programs 

have been in existence and the number of times per week that 

the majority of teachers involved in the various NIC programs 

receive newspapers for use in their classrooms. For circu-

lation reasons, or others, some newspapers enroll schools in 

their programs only on a five-day week basis, so that the 

teachers receive either the same or a varying number of news-

papers each day, Monday through Friday. Since other news-

papers do not have this stipulation, the number of schools 

involved in the program cannot logically be correlated with 

the use of the newspapers by the teachers. Most of the news-

papers reporting that the newspapers were used more than 

twice weekly by the teachers added that the newspapers were 

used daily. 

The fact that newspapers are used only once or txvice a 

week does not mean that they are available only on certain 

days. Where the newspapers are used less frequently than 

daily, several teachers may be receiving newspapers within 

one school, but the individual teachers choose to use the 

papers once or twice weekly in their classes. One teacher 

may receive newspapers on Mondays and Wednesdays, while 

another might receive them on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and yet 

another may be receiving them only on Fridays. Thus the 

school would receive newspapers each day, but the teachers 

would only be using them as sp'ecificd. Where the newspapers 

are used less frequently than daily, the newspaper makes the 



24 

papers available on any day or days that the individual 

teachers wish to receive them, except, of course, in such 

cases as Dow Jones, Inc., which distributes Barron's Weekly, 

which is printed only once weekly. 

The budget of each program gives some indication of the 

number of teacher materials offered by the newspaper for use 

with the NIC programs, since the budget would likely dictate 

the amount of funds available for developing and printing 

such materials. The budget figures and types of materials 

are included in Table III. The table deals with the budget 

of each newspaper's NIC program as it is allocated to pay 

personnel, have materials printed, and hold in-service train-

ing sessions for teachers. It is likely that the quotation 

of budget figures was omitted in some cases, because NIC pro-

grams are generally accepted as being run on a public service 

basis. It is also possible that where two newspapers are 

vying for NIC circulation and success in the same city, the 

program director felt it unwise to reveal his budget statis-

tics. In other cases, however, the budget figures give an 

indication of the size of the program, both within the news-

paper and within the community, in terms of the size of the 

NIC staff and the number of schools participating in the 

program. 

Materials printed for use in Newspaper in the Classroom 

programs are often quite costly. NIC personnel must develop 

these materials or employ the services of educators to 
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to develop them. Composing room time at the newspaper and 

printing costs must then be taken into account. An explana-

tion of some teacher materials follow. 

NIC orientation materials deal with the news processes, 

and serve to orient the students as to how news is gathered, 

how authority at the newspaper is disseminated, how news is 

edited, and, finally, how the newspaper is printed and distri-

buted to its readers. These materials are all supplied free 

of charge to teachers before they actually begin using the 

newspaper regularly, depending upon the individual newspaper. 

Teacher guides used in the NIC program are usually 

supplied free of charge to teachers involved in the programs 

and at a minimal charge to other educators and nexvspapers 

that might wish to have copies of the guides. These guides, 

such as the example guide in Appendix G, have been prepared 

by classroom teachers, school systems supervisors and/or 

administrators or the newspaper's educational personnel. 

They come in all shapes and sizes and have often been reprinted 

in part or in entirety from another newspaper's teacher guides. 

Often these guides are developed for certain grade levels so 

that a NIC program might offer one guide to teachers of 

primary school students, another to junior high school and 

senior high school teachers, and another to adult education 

teachers, in some cases. These guides offer suggested activ-

ities for the use of the newspaper in all or many areas of 
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the various curriculae, or detailed daily lesson plans in 

some cases. 



w 
h-3 
PQ < 

U 
<D 

X 
U 

<D X 
r-H 

<+•4 CD 
O 0) & 
X 
U 0) 
£ to 
CD £D 

c r 
<D 
U 

O. 

a> 
o 
£5 
0) 
•M 
to 

•H 
X 

w 

£ 
4 H 

to 
j-4 
OJ 
0> 

>H 

£ 
aJ 

X a i 
<M U t 

«H i X 
0> £ 
U + j i 
o 

2 

0 
U 

*H 
£ 

H 

0) 
u 
« 

o 

a> £ 
?H nj O 
O rC rH 

2 +-> 

O X 
rH 

O l 

00 

t ^ 

VD 

LO 

K> 

CNI 

. J r - i 

O 

M 
o • 

P4 o 
rtf £ 
P . hH 
</) 
£ *s 
CD t/> 

to 
a> 

HH 
o 

<D X 
6 <D 
aj r-i 

Pu 
o 

u 

27 

x 

X 

o 
d 

c/) 
<D 
a 
o 

o 
Q 

X 

X X 

X 

w 
C 
O 

*H 
4-> 
Ctf 
U 

x> 
PH 

M 
U 
O 

nd 
TJ 
Ctf 

CU 

X 

X 

X 

OS 
<D 
Or 
Cu 

< 

03 
*H 
U 
Jh 
<D 

O 
U 
<D 

H 

£ 
cd 
fH 
2 
o 

u 

o 
rC 
H 

to 
w 
<D 
fH 

0 . 

CD 
CD 

tt« 

a> 
x 
I H 



28 

<d 
3 

-P 
d 
o 
u 

1 
1H 

w 
P3 < 

1-1 cd 
(D XI <D 

X! -M U 
U • H cd 0) £ 
<D X u +-> 

(H rH o 
X 

m a> 
o a> <D St u 
X »H u o •2 PI </J H 
<D O 
3 cr <D 
<D U 

Pi 
U* o 

0> 
u 
d <p 
4~> 
»H 
X 
w 

•H 

cti 
0) >•« 

cd a 
h d o 
O ^ H 

ts -M 

a> 

00 

t>* 

\o 

m 
«& 

to 

CNJ 

rH 

O 

CD a, 
cd Ph 
£ 
a> 

O 
<D 
6 
cd 
Jz; 

X 

X 

<D 
rO O 
rH 
o 
a> 
*c 
jh 

x 

X 

X 

r<3 
rH ed 
u 
a> 

0) 
xs 
£—f 

t/i 
£ 
0 

XJ 
rH 
Cd 
o 

a> 
f—' 

X X X 

X X 

3 u 
rH CD 
3 C/5 

rH *H 
O 
PJ U 
O <D 
DC > 

H3 
a> < 

?H 
<D 
u 
•H 
3 
cr 
Pi 

<D 
•C 
H 

J* 
cd 
+j 
CO 

cd 
Pi 
3 
o 

CD 
x: 
H 



29 

H3 
<D 

£ 

-P £ O u 

w 
PQ < 
H 

cS <D rG XI «P U 
aj 0 a> x JH {—< rH O 2 m a) o a> <D & U X <H U <D £ 
£ c/l E~« CD O 
3 cr <D CD U a 
Ui o 

<L> O P! o> 4~> 
m •H x wi 
a 
•H 
t/1 
as CD >* 

<D U •H 
4~> 

O PJ ^ as o O rC rH 
s +-> 

cri 

oo 

i>-

VO 

LO 

K> 

CsJ 

a> Q* 
cd P, to v s 

O 
a> 
e 

x 

x 

O 
4-> 
Q 
Q 
CO li* CP 

<D •J=! H 

X 

X 

X 

X 

rM 
O >* 

£ <D 55 

10 
CD 
sz; 
a> 
£~4 

X X X 

X 

X 

X 

•"d c 
C cd C$ P{ Jh cti e <o > o o 
J~t t/) ^ s CD £ aj <H to 0 rH £—t X> s; O O 
o 0 .C H H 

*-t <D > 
c 
<D 
Q 

-M 
O P* 
<D 
rC 
H 

£ O 4~> V) 3 O 
ac 

«/) o a. 
<D 
.c 
fH 



30 

CD 

3 
G 

4J 
£ 
0 

U 

t 
1 

m 
>-4 

< 
H 

fH 
o 

u 
cd 
CD X 

E—• rH 

M-4 0 
O CD 

X * 
o a> 
£ V) 
CD I D 
P 
c r 
a> 
Jh 

P-« 

a> 
u 
ti 
a> 
*p 
c/l 

• H 
X 

w 

C3 
• H 

t/) 
fH! 
cd 
0) 

>< 

c 
cd 

x l a> 
<p u 

• H . X 
CD £ * 

fn 4-> 
O 

2 

0 
u • 

• H • 

£ 
H 

0 
a * 

c • 

o 

<D £ 
M cd o 
O ^ H 

2 

o 
rH 

CTs 

i 

00 

r -

\ 0 

LO X 

K) X 

CNJ 

rH 

O 

u 

CD 
u 

JH £ 
CD CD 
a , be 
cd "H 

rH 
t ^ rH 

£ CD 
4J 

2 : £ 
HH 

'-M 
D 4-> o 

V) u 
O <D 

§ CL< cr: 

:z; CD CD 

H H 

X 

X 

H3 
Jh 
cd ^ 

* d O 

cd + j 

co cd 
X 

o w 
•IS 
H 

X • X 
• 

• 

• 

X • 

X 

X 

X 

0 
t/) 
a 
O 
P< 
to 
<D 

Pi 

O 

to e 
cd e 

<D >H cd 
CO fH 

nd 
0 W) V) 

nd rH CD CD 
£ 0 rH s 
cd £-4 CD • H 

1 EH H 
JH I 
cd cd C C 
4-̂  
CO 

-M 4-̂  
CO CO CO 00 

CD CD CD CD 
rC r C r C 
£ - * H H H 



31 

n3 
<D 
3 
a 
•H 
-M 

0 
u 

1 
I 

w 
H—J 
PQ 
< 

£-h 

fH 
CD 
43 
O 
ctj 
CD X 
H rH 

44 
<4H CD 
O CD 

X 
u <D 
f3 
CD ID 
3 
cr 
CD 

lit 

CD 
U 
P3 
CD 
4-> 
CO 
•H 
X 
w 

*3 
•H 

to 
K* 
cd 
<D 

C3 
n5 
43 -p 

<D 

O 

s 
CD 
U 
•H 

s 
H 

CD 
O 
£ 
o 

o 
u 
•H 
£ 

o> £ 
^ nj o 
o x : h 
E 4J 

o> 

CO 

v o 

to 

'<3-

tn 

est 

CD 
P« 
OS 
CU 
to 

5 

•4H 

O 

CD 
6 
n3" 

X 

<D 
V) 
£ 
O 
P< 
(/> 

Q 

o 
2: 

x X 

tn 
<D 
rH 
CD 

CO fcO 
o a 
e < 
•H 

O 
CD ̂  

£-

X 

X X 

X 

44 
U 
o >* 

£ 
o 
;z: 

w 
CD 
6 

fH 

CD 
43 
H 

a> 
rH 
+-» 

cd 
CD 

00 

tn 
d) 
S 
•H 
H 

CD 

X 

X 

bO 
U 
P 
43 
V) 
?h 
<D +j 

CD 
a, 

a> co 
43 w 
H 

O 
a 
3 
rO 
*H 
fn 
H 

CD 
43 
H 

t/> 
Ctf {/) 

03 
«M rH 
as o 
43 
4-> U 

<L> 
r M X j 
CD 
a> a 

rH CD 
O t/> 
o rs 
43 
U U 
to o 

Mh 
<d 
43 
<P CD 

a 
boas 
a a 
•H (/) 

b z 
3 0) 
"d £ 

to a> 
<D 43 
6 +-> 
•H 
+JtH 

O 

O to 
<D 

1h »H 
cd a. 
43 

£=; 

(3 

a> 
43 +-> 

O +j 

O 
u 

t/> 
<D 
> 

»H 
CD 
U 
4> 
U 

to s 
S3 ctf 
*H 
03 bO 
4-> O 
N Jh 

O* 
a. 
i u 
I H-f 
<D^; to 
to -H 
13 CD to 

43 as 
<M 43 

<D 
43 a 
O *H 
cd 
CD Tl 
H a> 

> rH 
H-f rH rH 
o o 3 

> *-M 
C3 

U .H 
(3 
0 
P CD 
a v c 
CD U 
U ed 

fH 
rt 
<D 
>•, 

C3 

a 
o 

6 
o 

O o 
* 4~i i~< 



32 

TABLE III 

BUDGET OF PROGRAMS AND TYPE OF TEACHER MATERIALS 

Name of Newspaper Budget for Program * Type 
Teacher 
Material 

Copley Press, Inc. ** 
• • 2-3 

Dow Jones, Inc. • • 1 (for 
Journal) 

Paddock Publications $ 1,500 1-2-3 

The Commercial Appeal $38,000 1-2-3 

The Courant No budget 1-2-3 

The Free Press • • 1-2-3 

The Globe • * 1-2-3 

The Herald $50,000 1-2-3 

The Herald News $10,000 1-2 

The Honolulu Advertiser No budget 1-2-3 

The Inquirer "Nil" 1 

The Journal Star $25,000 1-2-3 

The News (Detroit) • • 1-2-3 
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Name of Newspaper Budget for Program Type 
Teacher 

Material 

The News (New York) $ 5,000 2 

The Observer and News $ 2,500 1-2-3 

The Oklahoman and Times $50,000 1-2-3 

The Post (Denver) Unknown 1-2-3 

The Post (Houston) • • 1-2-3 

The Post Intelligencer * • 2-3 

The Record $15,000 1-2-3 

The Standard Examiner $20,000 1-2-3 

The Star and News $14,000 1-2-3 

The Star-Telegram $25,000 1-2-3 

The Sun-Telegram * • 1-2 

The Sun Times * # 1-2-3 

The Times (Los Angeles) . . . . 

The Times (New York) $773,000 1-2-3 
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TABLE III--Continued 

Name of Newspaper Budget for Program Type 
Teacher 

Material 

The Times (Seattle) • • 1-2-3 

The Times (St. Petersburg) $35 ,000 1-2-3 

The Tribune • • 1-2-3 

*Type Teacher Materials--!) Orientation material for the 
students; 2) Teacher Guides for teachers; 3) Special Materials 
relating to the teaching areas. (The latter may include .film 
strips supplied upon request, special tabloid editions 
dealing with differing subjects, or special teacher guide 
editions concerning elective subjects such as home economics, 
driver education, music, distributive or vocational education.) 

**Indicates no response. 
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Description of a NIC Program 

The NIC program conducted by The Commercial Appeal is 

among those involved with a large number of schools. The 

program was described in American Education, a publication of 

the United States Department of Health, Education, and Wel-

fare Office of Education as one in which "teachers reported 

that students previously hostile to reading were displaying 

genuine enthusiasm for the process--and many were for the 

first time in their lives being exposed to a newspaper" (1). 

For these reasons, a description of that newspaper's NIC pro-

gram will serve to describe a "typical" NIC program. 

This large, metropolitan daily is a morning newspaper, 

which makes it possible for copies of the newspaper to arrive 

at the schools involved in the program in time for the first 

class period each day. The teachers involved in the program 

are considered volunteers for the program, because the program 

requires that a teacher be innovative and creative in order 

to integrate the use of the newspaper effectively into her 

once textbook-oriented classroom schedule. 

Commercial Appeal's program, the participating 

teachers are trained whenever possible in advance of the use 

of their nexvspaper as a supplemental textbook or material 

when possible. The Board of Governors of the program is 

composed of representatives of the Memphis City and Shelby 

County School Boards of Education; the principal of a paro-

chial school; the president of the Memphis Independent-School 
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System (private schools); a participating NIC teacher from 

the West Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas-Missouri areas; 

and a Memphis State University College of Education faculty 

member. This board believes that the success of the program 

depends upon the teacher. (2) The board also believes that if 

one teacher finds the program inadequate or not suited to her 

purposes, this same feeling might pass onto another teacher 

who might use the program well. (2) The teachers in the 

program may order the newspaper on any day or days that they 

wish. For example, a teacher might order the Monday and 

Thursday editions of The Commercial Appeal for each week for 

the entire school year, for only one semester, or for only 

a few weeks. The newspapers are delivered to the school 

before the first class period, in varying quantities to meet 

the needs of the individual teachers. For example, if a 

teacher has five classes of English during the day, he would 

only order enough newspapers for his largest class and would 

use these same newspapers again in the remaining classes. 

Or, a teacher of mathematics might wish to select the 

Thursday edition of the newspaper because it contains a 

greater number of advertisments than do other editions during 

the week. The advertisments, which are used in the course of 

study in many subjects, may be used in mathematics to teach 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, averaging, 

percentages, and the like. The teacher might wish to use 

the newspaper in the classroom twice or more during the week. 
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In this case, he would likely choose the Monday newspaper, 

in addition to Thursday, to allow the boys in the class to 

work their mathematics problems by using figures from the 

sports pages of the newspaper. 

The Commercial Appeal's staff does not feel that a 

teacher using the newspaper for the first time should attempt 

to use the newspaper more than twice a week. (3) The teachers 

involved in the program are provided with teacher guides which 

outline how the newspaper may be implemented into all the 

areas of the curriculiim, whether on the elementary, junior 

high school, high school, or adult education level. These 

guide books provide suggested activities with which the neivs-

paper can be used rather than in-depth lesson plans, because 

the teacher's creative talents, in many cases, determine the 

success of the use of the newspaper with the student. 

According to Dr. Jan Higgins, assistant professor of 

secondary education at Memphis State University and a member 

The Commercial Appeal's NIC Board of Governors, 

In a typical classroom the program begins with 
two weeks of unrestricted reading, with copies of the 
newspaper provided at the whole-sale rate of five cents 
a copy. In most cases each copy is used by five stu-
dents. Next the class turns to an examination of what 
a newspaper is, what its purposes are, and what goes 
into producing a new issue each day throughout the 
year. . . The program then moves to a combination of 
elective reading and assigned readings, the latter 
encompassing news articles relating to particular 
subjects the students are studying-- English, history, 
economics, geography, business, or whatever (2, p.2). 
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The newspaper has given many students the motivation 

necessary to learn, because the teacher, in using the news-

paper, is providing the student with highly interesting mater-

ial which does not have any wording on the cover to indicate 

to another classmate that the student is a below-grade level 

reader. 

According to Maskowsky, the NIC programs are considered 

nationally as "being a move away from the tedious memoriza-

tion of textbook facts" (1, p.3). The programs provide for 

some students a "contact with the 'real' world" (1, p-3), 

while for others, the newspaper may be the only literature 

they come into contact with other than a textbook, in or out 

of school. 

The staff of the NIC program at The Commercial Appeal 

keeps its teachers up to date on recent NIC matters within 

its own program and within the programs of other newspapers 

via a monthly newsletter entitled "The Teachers Notebook" 

(See Appendix H). This material is sent during the school 

year to the teachers participating in the program to give them 

information concerning new NIC materials or workshops, or 

simply to pass along ideas that other teachers have found to 

be effective in their use of the newspaper in their classroom. 

In addition, several special tabloids on current topics are 

published yearly and are made available to all NIC teachers 

free of charge. The executive committee, composed of a 

representative from each of the school systems participating 
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in the program, recommends possible topics for these tabloids 

at meetings held in connection with the annual "Teachers 

Honor Day" luncheon in May. At this luncheon, teachers are 

awarded scholarships to attend one of the two graduate semi-

nars held annually at the University of Mississippi and 

Memphis State University. The three-hour credit seminars 

are two weeks in length and serve to inform the enrolled 

teachers about using the newspaper in the classroom situa-

tion. The scholarship winners are chosen annually on the 

basis of their outstanding use of the program, by the NIC 

Staff members who visit the participating schools and 

teachers. Other graduate students may also register for 

either of the two courses, which concentrate on developing 

new ideas and ways of implementing the newspaper into all 

levels of the curriculum. 

NIC staff members from The Commercial Appeal attempt to 

visit each school participating in the program at least once 

each year. On these occasions, they may show a slide presen-

tation of the newspaper plant or talk to a class or classes 

about what they like and find useful in the newspaper. On 

each of these visits, the NIC representative will discuss the 

NIC program with each participating teacher at the school. 

These meetings are necessary because "we want the teachers to 

know we are interested in the job they are doing with the 

newspapers and we also use this time to help them with any 

problems they might have encountered through the newspaper 
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usage" (3), said Eugene D. Rutland, director of educational 

services for the newspaper. (Table IV, which follows, out-

lines the school visitation procedures at each of the 

participating newspapers.) 

All of the materials provided the teachers in the pro-

gram are free except for the newspapers themselves. "At 

varying levels from school to school, the program is 

partially supported by Federal funds under Title I of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act and the Emergency 

School Assistance Program" (1, p.2). In other instances, a 

lab fee may be charged to the students or the local school 

boards of education to provide the necessary funds. The 

total cost for each student under The Commercial Appeal's 

program is sixty cents per student, per year. For the sixty 

cents, the student will have the newspaper for class use 

during two class periods each week for thirty weeks during the 

school year. 
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TABLE IV 

FREQUENCY OF SCHOOL VISITATION AS 

COMPARED WITH THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING 

IN THE PROGRAM AND THE YEARS OF THE PROGRAMS EXISTENCE 

Name of Newspaper Years of 
Program 

Number of 
Schools 

Visitation 
Procedures 

Copley Press, Inc. 10 1,500 As often as 
five days 
per week 

Dow Jones, Inc. 24 30,000 
total 

Visit colleges 
to introduce 
program only 

Paddock Publications 1-1/2 20 Sometimes; 
director is 
teacher also 

The Commerical Appeal 3 336 Each school 
at least 
once yearly 

The Courant 10 240 Make field 
trips available 
only 

The Free Press 2 500 * 
• * 

The Globe 4 275 As time permits 

The Herald 1 700 As often as 
possible 

The Herald News 6 270 Once per year 

The Honolulu 
Advertiser 

5 220 When requested 
by schools 
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Name of Newspaper Years of 
Program 

Number of 
Schools 

Visitation 
Procedures 

The Inquirer 7 600 Whenever 
possible 

The Journal Star 7 100 Each school at 
least once yearly 

The News (Detroit) 1 325 Each school at 
least once yearly 

The News (New York) 3 100 Rarely 

The Observer and News 10 84 Infrequently 

The Oklahoman and Times 12 425 Upon request and 
at least once 
yearly 

The Post (Denver) 2 200 As often as 
possible 

The Post (Houston) 5 500 Each school at 
least once yearly 

The Post Intelligeneer 3 400 No response 

The Record 5 260 Each school at 
least once yearly 

The Standard Examiner 5 74 Provide in class 
lectures upon 
request 

The Star and News 4 120 Upon request 

The Star-Telegram 8 250 Attempt to visit 
each once yearly 
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TABLE IV--Continued 

Name of Newspaper Years of 
Program 

Number of 
Schools 

Visitation 
Procedures 

The Sun-Telegram .. ... ... 

The Sun Times 6 600 Each school once 
monthly 

The Times 
(Los Angeles) 

* # 1,000 Only send school: 
School Weekly 

The Times 
(New York) 

40 3,600 More than once 
yearly 

The Times (Seattle) 3 300 "Yes" 

The Times 
(St. Petersburg) 

4 108 Upon 
request 

The Tribune 7 1,900 Every three 
weeks 

*No response 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH EVALUATION AND COMPILATION 

The research evaluation dealing with this study is dif-

ficult, because there was often much information deleted 

from the returned questionnaires. However, an analysis of 

this research data follows below. 

Of the thirty newspaper NIC programs studied, twenty-

three were morning newspapers and ten were evening newspapers, 

These figures total more than the thirty queried, because 

several of the programs included more than one newspaper. 

The notation in this category for Copley Press, Inc. cannot 

be included, as the Copley operation in NIC involves fourteen 

newspapers, the names of which were not listed by the 

respondent. 

The information dealing with daily circulation of the 

newspapers queried fell into the following categories: Four 

with circulation between 40,000 and 100,000; Thirteen between 

100,000 and 250,000; Four between 250,000 and 500,000; Three 

between 500,000 and 750, 000; and three with more than 75*0,000 

daily circulation. 

Twenty-two of the thirty programs referred to their edu-

cational operation as Newspaper in the Classroom programs, 

three referred to them as Living Textbook programs, and five 
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cited other names, such as Newspaper in Education, and College 

and School Services. 

The titles of the directors of the various NIC programs 

were grouped by the researcher into two groups. The first 

group consists of such titles as educational services direc-

tor, NIC administrator or educational coordinator, educational 

consultant, or director of education. Thirteen programs 

cited titles which fell into the first group, and twelve 

cited titles which fell into the second group. Eight other 

titles were not found to fall into either category, such as 

manager of school services, community services and public 

relations director, and public service director. 

Twenty-five programs integrate the NIC program into all 

levels of the educational curriculum, elementary school 

through adult education. One program is used only in junior 

high schools and senior high schools, and four programs imple-

ment the NIC operation in elementary, junior and senior high 

school classrooms. Three newspapers indicated that their 

programs are used in classrooms on all levels, even including 

local college classrooms. 

In regard to the number of newspapers used weekly by the 

individual NIC programs, seven programs indicated that fewer 

than 5,000 newspapers are used weekly in their program; nine 

reported the use of between 5,000 and 15,000 newspapers; and 

two report that between 5,000 and 15,000 newspapers are used; 

and two report that between 15,000 and 30,000 are used; five 
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fell into the 30,000 - 75,000 category; none into the 75,000 -

100,000 category and two into the "more than 100,000 category." 

Five of the respondents did not give information about their 

NIC circulation. 

The newspapers were grouped into seven categories accord-

ing to the cost of their papers to the participating schools. 

One newspaper sells its paper to schools at a cost of three 

to three and one-half cents per copy; and one at the same 

rate with two weeks supplied free of charge to the schools; 

eleven newspapers at between four and five cents; nine at 

between four and five cents with two weeks free; five at 

between five and eight cents with two weeks free; and finally, 

two newspapers that indicate that their newspapers are all 

delivered to the school free of charge. One newspaper did 

not respond to this question. 

In the category of "years in existence" of the NIC pro-

grams, three newspapers indicated programs in existence of 

one year; two indicated two years; four, three years; three, 

four years; four, five years; two, six years; three, seven 

years; one, eight years; none, nine years; and three, ten 

years. Two newspapers failed to respond. In the final cate-

gory, "more than ten years," there were three respondents. 

Dow Jones, Inc. has had a program for twenty-four years; The 

Oklahoman and Times, twelve years; and the New York Times, 

forty years. The researcher believes that forty years is the 
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I ' 
total number of years that the newspaper has both given away 

newspapers to the schools and become involved in what is con-

sidered an "expanded" program. 

In response to the question dealing with the teacher use 

of the newspapers in their classroom per \^eek, two respondents 

indicated that their teachers use newspapers once per week; 

two indicated that their teachers use newspapers twice per 

week; and twenty-three indicated that their teachers use the 

newspapers more than twice per week. Many of the newspapers 

in the latter category also indicated that their teachers use 

the NIC program daily. Three newspapers failed to respond to 

this question. 

The researcher separated the responses to the question 

dealing with the number of schools involved in the individual 

NIC programs into six groups. Those programs involving 

between one and one hundred schools were five; between 101 

and 250, five; between 251 and 400, six; between 401 and 550, 

five; between 551 and 700, two; and in the category "more 

than 700," there were five respondents. One newspaper failed 

to reply to the question. 

The program budget question cannot be used to indicate 

any national trends, because twelve of the newspapers failed 

to reply to this question. Responses to questions about 

teacher materials available to the teachers involved in the 

various programs, indicated that there may be many differences 

in these types of materials. Two newspapers indicated'that 
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they made available only an orientation material; two noted 

that they made available an orientation material as well as 

teacher guides; three said they made available teacher guides 

as well as special materials, while one newspaper indicated 

that the program made available only teacher guides. Twenty-

one newspapers, however, indicated that they made available 

all of the listed materials, which included the orientation 

material, teacher guides, and special materials related to 

the teaching areas. One newspaper failed to respond to this 

question. 

Responses to the question on school visitation procedures 

showed a wide range of differences. These responses were 

classified into six groups. Three newspapers indicated that 

their NIC staff visited the participating schools more than 

once a year; seven indicated that each school is visited once 

yearly; seven indicated that visitation was made to the 

schools as time permitted; three responded "sometimes;" four 

responded "upon request," and three fell into a special cate-

gory. These newspapers are Dow Jones, Inc., the Hartford 

Courant and the Los Angeles Times. The Dow Jones program is 

used by colleges as well as high schools and the visit made 

by the NIC staff is one of initial contact with these schools. 

Courant, makes field trips to the newspaper available 

rather than visits by the NIC staff to the schools. The Los 

Angeles Times furnishes copies of a publication entitled 

"The School Weekly," which is supplied free to over 1,000 
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schools. The Times has not initiated a program of school 

visitation. 

Evaluation of the Study 

The majority of the thirty newspaper programs studied 

used morning newspapers. The researcher feels that a morning 

newspaper can better serve the purposes of a NIC program, 

because fresh news can be delivered to the students at the 

beginning of the school day rather than at the end of the 

school day. 

The question dealing with the circulation of the news-

paper was included for basic information and cannot logically 

be applied to an overall look at the queried NIC programs, 

because newspapers such as the New York Times or Daily News 

have circulations which far outdistance the others. On the 

other hand a newspaper, such as The Indianapolis Star or 

News, has a large circulation, but few schools are involved 

in their programs when compared to the other programs which 

fell into the same circulation category classification. 

An overwhelming majority of the newspapers in this 

study titled their programs Newspaper in the Classroom. This 

fact suggests that perhaps the other programs might also 

entitle their programs NIC. This will be discussed in detail 

in Chapter IV. 

The titles of the NIC directors primarily indicated that 

the directors' jobs dealt with education or educational 
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services and that the newspapers did indeed feel that their 

programs would benefit education, as the respondents noted 

in the purposes-and-objectives question. 

Because twenty-five of the thirty newspapers are used 

on all levels of the educational curricula, the researcher 

feels that the newspapers are not allowing their programs to 

be used primarily as sources of information on current events. 

There is too much frequency of elementary school use to indi-

cate such "current events" usage, because newspapers are not 

generally written on the reading levels of primary school 

students. 

The majority of respondents indicated the number of 

newspapers being used weekly by their individual NIC programs 

to be between 5,000 and 15,000 newspapers. In some cases 

these figures, regardless of category, are estimates on the 

part of the respondents. The researcher believes that the 

success of any NIC program should not be based on the number 

of papers being used once they are received by the classroom 

teacher. Tests are available, through the Educational Testing 

Service, which can be administered to students before and 

after their use of the newspaper to show reading comprehension 

and vocabulary improvements. 

The price at which the newspapers make their papers avail-

able to the schools is usually at a wholesale or half-price 

rate. Several of the papers indicated that they made two 
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weeks of newspapers available to teachers free of charge. 

This facet of the programs may be one of a promotional nature, 

however, or may possibly mean that the newspapers provide this 

service to re-emphasize their role as a "public servant." 

Allowing a teacher to have the newspapers free of charge may 

allow her time to adapt the newspaper to her classroom activ-

ities, may allow her time to teach a special unit on the news-

paper, or may give the particular school system supervisors an 

opportunity to see what sort of a job a teacher is doing with 

the newspapers before allowing him or her to continue the 

program on a paid basis. 

All but three of the programs have been in operation for 

ten years or less. Since the expanded use of the newspaper 

as a classroom material officially began nationally in 1959, 

these figures would seem representative. 

The responses to the question on the teacher use of the 

newspapers per week may be representative or misleading, 

depending upon the particular nex^spaperfs policy for distri-

bution. If a newspaper insists that the schools take the 

papers three times a week or not at all, for instance, the 

fact that the newspapers were used more than twice a week 

would not be significant. If on the other hand the newspaper 

allows the teachers a choice of which days they receive news-

papers and also how often per week, the notation of teacher 

use per week would prove more valid. 
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The type of program operated by the newspaper would again 

have to be considered in relation to the question dealing Kith 

the number of schools involved in the program. If the news-

papers or another publication, such as the Los Angeles Times 

"School Weekly," are delivered free to the schools, it is no 

wonder that the director of the program for that newspaper, 

such as the Times, could count 1,000 schools in the program. 

However, this does not mean that the schools would not continue 

the program if the publications were not free. The figures 

dealing with the number of schools, therefore, can be mis-

leading in some cases and not representative of the total pic-

ture in others. Many of the respondents have gained total 

school subscriptions to the NIC program over the years of 

their programs' existence. Others might solicit many schools 

on a "free two-week" basis and have quoted that figure as the 

number of schools involved in the program, when acutally, 

that number of schools may have been involved for only a short 

period of time, such as for the "free two-week" period only. 

The majority of newspapers make available to teachers 

many materials to help the teacher make better use of the 

newspaper as a supplemental material in the classroom. Many 

of these materials have been "borrowed" from other newspapers, 

as the materials received by the researcher indicate. This 

does not mean that these materials would not be of value to 

any teacher implementing the NIC program into her classroom 

curriculum, however. 
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School visitation procedures, as previously mentioned, 

have to be correlated with the staff size of the programs, 

but such correlation would have to be highly hypothetical on 

the part of the researcher, as no definite conclusion can be 

made on the basis of the information cited in the size-of-

staff question. A director, for instance, may be indeed a 

director, but may have another job within his newspaper or be 

a full time NIC director. "Part-time" positions may mean 

that a person is employed on a one-half day basis to work for 

NIC or that this person is made available to assist the NIC 

director only when time allows or when requested. 

It is clear that most of the programs attempt to visit 

as many of schools within their programs as possible. When 

such a response was not indicated, it does not necessarily 

mean that school visits are not attempted, but that the direc-

tor feels he can be of more assistance to a teacher when the 

teacher requests help rather than when he initiates the school 

visit. In such cases, a "whenever requested" response would 

be favorable. 



CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This survey of thirty Newspaper in the Classroom programs 

revealed a great deal of information that should be valuable 

for several reasons. First, this information can assist news-

papers that wish to set up entirely new NIC programs. A study 

of this data will enable the newcomer to NIC to avoid mis-

takes others have made, begin on a sound educational basis, 

prepare materials for teachers and educators of real func-

tional value, and better understand the problems of budget. 

Second, this information should help programs already in 

existence to improve and upgrade their NIC activities. 

Among the more important highlights of the information 

gathered are the following: 

1. Most of the thirty newspapers queried place a strong 

emphasis on the educational role of their NIC programs rather 

than considering the programs as purely promotional for circu-

lation purposes. 

2. All recognize that they are building for the future 

in contributing to more interest in reading newspapers and 

other materials by students in elementary grades through high 

school. 

3. Materials produced to assist the teacher in the class-

romm are predominately functional. Examples of these materials 
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would be the orientation materials furnished students to 

familiarize them with the workings of the daily newspaper 

and the teacher guides and special materials supplied teachers 

to allow them to make the newspaper a relevant and effective 

material for use in the classroom as supplemental material. 

4. The titles of the directors of the programs indicate 

a commitment on the part of the newspapers to an educational 

philosophy centered around the betterment of the students in , 

their particular areas of the country. It is the hope of 

these newspapers that these students will be better and more 

informed citizens tomorrow. 

5. A majority of the newspapers make available some 

form of summer university or college workshop for their 

teachers. These seminars or workshops are conducted to allow 

participating NIC teachers and those interested in participat-

ing in the various programs, to meet with other educators and 

teachers to learn more about the workings of the individual 

NIC programs and ways in which the newspaper can be implemented 

into their teaching curriculum. Through these workshops and 

other teacher meetings, the quality of NIC teachers will 

improve, as the teachers will be better prepared to use the 

newspaper as a classroom material. When teachers are better 

prepared to use the newspaper, the quality of the program will 

thus improve as the program will prove more effective with 

the students in a number of cases. 
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6. The fact that many of the programs are more than one 

or two years old indicates that these programs are being used 

within the schools in the newspapers' particular areas. From 

this it can be assumed that the use of the newspaper is viewed 

as effective if not vital by educators and classroom teachers. 

7. Many of the newspapers reported that an effort is 

made to visit each participating school at least once yearly, 

which indicates that the newspaper is truly interested in 

keeping in close contact with the teachers and educators 

participating in the program and are willing to provide mater-

ials and assistance whenever possible. 

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Much of the information contained in this study cannot 

be complete because of the failure on the part of many of the 

respondents to reply completely or at all to several of the 

questions. Such information might be complied by an associa-

tion, such as the ANPA, which would have occasion to use this 

information. Some respondents may not have provided some 

information because it was considered confidential. In other 

cases, the respondents indicated that they were not given such 

information by their supervisors. 

An analysis of the responses of several of the NIC pro-

gram directors indicates that the ANPA should be more respon-

sive to the needs of the NIC programs, because the 

organization took the initiative in starting and coordinating 
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the NIC programs from the outset. However, the executive 

director of the ANPA Foundation, Stewart Macdonald, indicated 

that the ANPA has attempted to secure information from many 

of the NIC program directors which would be helpful to other 

newspapers and NIC directors, but that such information was 

difficult to obtain, as it was for this study (1). (The ANPA 

Foundation is an agency within the ANPA which works directly 

with NIC programs.) 

Because many of the materials submitted by the respon-

dents to the researcher contained much of the same information 

and were similar in style and format, it appears that much of 

these materials were borrowed from program to program. If 

this is the case, several things may be true. 

First, if the national image of the NIC programs were 

better-founded and publicized, the position of the programs in 

the individual communities which they serve might be different, 

because educators would be informed about the success of the 

program in other areas and the advances which have been made 

with students by using the newspaper as a supplemental class-

room material. If this were true, the educators might make the 

services of their curriculum specialists available to newspapers 

to produce materials for the teachers and students involved in 

NIC programs which would better fit their needs. Thus, the 

borrowing of materials could lessen and the individual programs 

could produce materials which would best suit the community's 

educational curriculum. 
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If a newspaper attempted to publicize its own program's 

efforts, the public might regard this as a promotion rather 

than an effort to inform students and teachers in the 

community. If such information comes from the ANPA, it might 

well dispel any mistrust on the part of school teachers and 

other educators as to the newspapers' interest in such a 

program. 

Second, once the NIC programs are established within the 

community and prove to be of benefit to teachers and educators 

in teaching students, the newspaper itself should hire addi-

tional personnel to service and staff the program to further 

insure its success and effectiveness. Thus, the answers to 

the question on school visitation procedures would not be as 

vague as they are in this study. 

Third, if additional staff personnel is feasible, the 

newspapers should be able to employ staff members capable of 

writing and designing materials which would best fit the 

particular areas of the nation in which these materials are to 

be used. A student in an urban ghetto would not likely 

require the same type of instruction from his teachers as a 

student in the same urban community attending a private school 

for children from the upper classes. Thus, the teacher who 

uses the newspaper as a supplementary instructional material 

might require a material guide suited for her type of teaching 

situation. Whether the teacher requires such a material or 

not in order to implement the newspaper into her classroom, 
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such a material might prove of paramount value to educators 

throughout the nation who encounter problems with their stu-

dents, either because of the students' inability to learn and 

communicate or because of his exceptional ability to learn and 

communicate. 

For this reason, more communication should be created 

between the various programs so that they could benefit from 

one another's work and materials. Sample materials might be 

sent to other program directors so that they might have the 

opportunity to read these materials and offer suggestions to 

the other program directors as to how this material might be 

improved; or, he might take the initiative to implement any or 

all of this material into his program as he sees fit. 

It is recog ized by many educators throughout the nation 

that the reading deficiencies of students today are perhaps 

at a lower level than they have been at any other time. This 

situation may be due in part to the number of events which 

take place in the world every day and the new inventions and 

techniques which are causing the American public to take a 

second look at the traditional manner in which many schools 

have offered educational instruction over the years. A 

medium such as a newspaper can bring a student the news of 

today, but it can do more by calling the attention of the 

student to events that are taking place in his own community 

and state and to other things that are not in his textbooks, 

which are often years behind the times. 
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The researcher recommends that a national association of 

NIC directors be established to allow these men and women to 

share ideas on a regular basis and that, with the assistance 

of educators, the national organization develop programs and 

materials which will help meet the needs of students in all 

areas of the nation. An outgrowth of the directors' associa-

tion might foreseeably include a NIC teacher training institute 

for teachers and school administrators. These institutes could 

be coordinated by the ANPA and held yearly or quarterly at one 

central state or several regional locations. 

With the rapid growth of NIC programs taking place since 

the expanded NIC program began, it can be assumed that news-

papers desire such programs, teachers use them, and students 

benefit from such programs. The programs would not still be 

in existence, if the programs were not found useful. 

However, since it is not yet known what actual effect 

the use of the newspaper has on the students presently 

participating in any of the programs, the researcher recommends 

that a longitudinal study be undertaken of many students in 

the programs today. These students should be contacted after 

a given period of time and queried as to the effect of their 

newspaper use on their future studies, their daily routine, 

their reading appreciation and/or comprehension and the like. 

With the findings of such a study, the NIC program directors 

would have more definite proof of the effectiveness of the 

newspaper use in the classroom to attest to educators. It 
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might also be worthwhile for the ANPA to commission several 

educators to prepare syllabi to be used either in part or in 

totality as examples for local NIC personnel in preparing their 

teacher materials. 

If the ANPA has not met the needs of the NIC programs 

over the nation in years that it has served as the "home base" 

for these programs, the researcher recommends finally that the 

newspapers presently operating NIC programs assist one another. 

Thus, the directors of these programs, the eudcators relying 

on these programs and, lastly, the students participating in 

these programs could associate themselves more closely and 

benefit from one another's trials and errors. This united 

effort might serve to assist any and all teachers and educa-

tors as they prepare the students of today to be better citizens 

of tomorrow. 
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APPENDIX A 

List of Educational Consultants and Coordinators with Newspapers 
Conducting NIC Programs 

Abe Kotin 
Director, Educational Services 
The Times 
Times Mirror Square 
Los Angeles, California 90053 

Vic Whitaker 
Copley Newspapers 
940 Third Avenue 
San Diego, California 92112 

Julia M. Coleman 
Market Analyst 
The Sun-Telegram 
399 "D" Street 
San Bernadino, California 92401 

W. J. Schmitz 
Educational Coordinator 
The Post 
P. 0. Box 1709 
Denver, Colorado 80201 

Mrs. Paula Clark 
Educational Services 
The Courant 
285 Broad 

Hartford, Connecticut 06101 

Steve Clifford 
Administrator, Educational Program 
The Herald 
1 Herald Plaza 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33731 
Robert S. Henderson 
Educational Services Coordinator 
The Times 
P. 0. Box 1121 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33731 
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Mrs. Barbara Edwards 
Consultant, Educational Services 
Hawaii Newspaper Agency 
P. 0. Box 3110 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96802 

Miss Patricia McCarthy 
Educational Coordinator 
Paddock Publications 
214 Campbell 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60006 

Mrs. Beulah Jennings 
The Sun Times § Daily News 
401 N. Wabash 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Mr. Allen Yamakawa 
The Tribune 
435 N. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Miss Sallie Whelan 
Educational Services 
The Journal Star 
1 News Plaza 
Peoria, Illinois 61601 

Mr. Lloyd Anderson 
The Star and News 
30 7 N. Pennsylvania Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 

Miss Barbara E. Dion 
The Globe 
135 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02107 

Mr. Thomas R. Peters 
Educational Services 
The Free Press 
321 W. Lafayette Boulevard 
Detroit, Michigan 48231 

Miss Linda Katz 
Coordinator, Educational Services 
The News 
615 W. Lafayette Boulevard 
Detroit, Michigan 48231 
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John M. Kawula 
Special Events and School Coordinator 
The Record 
150 River Street 
Hackensack, New Jersey 07602 

Mr. Jerry Kemp 
Education Coordinator 
The Herald News 
988 Main Avenue 
Passaic, New Jersey 07056 

Mr. Donald Sutphen 
Educational Service Bureau 
Dow Jones, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 300 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Mr. Bernard Jacobs 
Saled Development Manager 
The News 
220 E. 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Mrs. Marjorie Longley 
The Times 
229 W. 43rd Street 
New York, New York 10036 

Mr. Randolph Norton 
The Observer and Nex̂ s 
600 S. Tryon Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28201 

Mr. Hal Young 
Department of Education 
The Oklahoman and Times 
P. 0. Box 25125 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125 

Mr. Harry Wenger 
School Services 
The Inquirer 
400 N. Broad 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101 

Mr. Eugene Rutland 
Director, Educational Services 
The Commercial Appeal 
Box 334 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 
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Mr. Jim Gambrell 
Educational Services 
The Star-Telegram 
P. 0. Box 1870 
Fort Worth, Texas 76101 

Mrs. Margaret Mobley 
Educational Services 
The Post 
2410 Polk Avenue 
Houston, Texas 77001 

Miss Shanna Greene 
Educational Coordinator 
The Standard Examiner 
P. 0. Box 951 
Ogden, Utah 84402 

Mr. Ed Pratt 
Educational Coordinator 
The Post Intelligencer 
P. 0. Box 909 
Seattle, Washington 98811 

Mr. John S. McFarland 
Educational Services Consultant 
The Times 
Fairview Avenue N. § John Street 
Seattle, Washington 98111 
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Founuailon 

What is the Newspaper in the Classroom Program? 

and 

How Can a Newspaper Develop Such a Program in Its Community? 

Marvin Maskovsky 
Director of Educational Services 
AHPA Foundation 

May, 1971 



(Newspapers frequently ask ANPA Foundation for information and guidelines on 

how to start or develop a Newspaper in the Classroom program. The NIC program 

works successfully in many communities, small and large. Even newspapers with 

limited staff can conduct effective programs. Here are some steps outlined by 

Marvin Maskovksy of ANPA Foundation to help newspapers establish a program. 

The advisory services of ANPA Foundation are available. If there are any 

questions about these steps or about any phases of the NIC program, please call 

or write Mr. Maskovsky at any time.) 

Let me be specific about what steps you might take to establish a program: 

1. Let's assume you assigned "George Smith" the job of "coordinating" 

a local NIC program at your newspaper. His job description or title 

is not important. What is important is his understanding of what the 

program is all about and the objectives it tries to reach. Smith 

should be the type of individual who can meet with educators, who 

believes that his newspaper can help them do a better teaching job and 

is a valid educational tool. Background reading on the program and 

its objectives is essential on his part. He must familiarize himself 

with the basic elements of a program. 

2. What are the elements of a NIC program? 

a. It is a cooperative educational program between the local news-

paper and the local school system. 

b. The content of a newspaper becomes an important resource for 

teachers and helps them do a better teaching job. Why? The 

newspaper is unique because: 

1. It is relevant and reports immediate events of interest 

which cannot be found any place else, 

2. It motivates students because they want to read, discuss 

and learn about these events. 
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c. It helps teachers teach reading skills which is one of 

the major crises in education today. U.S. Office of 

Education says that one out of four students has major 

reading deficiencies. 

d. A local newspaper is the only medium which reports the 

events and problems of the local community in depth. 

Once Smith is keyed into the educational rationale of why teachers want to 

use newspapers, he will be secure in knowing he has a viable concept to 

sell. 

3. Now Smith must sit down and be sure he knows the objectives of the 

program he wants to achieve for hisIIIC operation. We at ANPA 

Foundation list three major objectives. 

. To develop student competence in reading a newspaper 

(so they know how to become informed.) 

. To develop an understanding of the role of the free press 

(why and how a free press serves all of us.) 

. To find out what is going on in the world and what people 

are saying (to help students to become informed so they 

may make decisions for themselves). 

These are also the goals of educators. If they are not, then you can 

never have a successful program. However, there is not a teacher in the world 

who will disagree with these objectives. 

Smith and his newspaper management must also decide whether they will 

charge for the newspapers and how much they can spend for classroom resources. 

For example, the average per pupil cost for textbooks in a typical school may 

run about $12.00 per year. However, schools do purchase resource materials, 

supplements and Scholastic Magazines, etc. for students. Also, he should be 
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avare that anything given away to a school is looked upon as non-essential. Thus 

we recommend newspapers charge at the beginning of a program on sor.e disccunt 

basis. 

At the same time, Smith should understand while his goals are set and the 

educational needs of the school are being served; the program at the same time 

helps to provide future readers of newspapers because students now have learned 

the habit of reading a newspaper for information. The program becomes a means 

of developing a learned need to be informed through reading newspapers. Smith 

should be honest about the motivation of newspapers to develop readers. (There 

is nothing wrong about something which is good for both parties in a cooperative 

program). 

it. Now that Smith has done his homework, he is in a position to make a 

call on the proper school authorities. I recommend he call the local 

superintendent of schools and ask for an appointment to meet with him. 

He should meet the superintendent either at his office or at a lunch 

or in any environment conducive to getting an idea across without the 

need for explicit, formulated details ready for execution. Smith must 

remember that this program is a cooperative one - his job is to supply 

the newspapers and other resources, but the school's job is to spell 

out where, how, and in what courses, grades, subjects and what part of 

the curriculum the newspaper best fits the local school system's object-

ives. Smith is a newspaperman and not an educator. He must let the 

school make the educational decisions. 

5. When Smith defines the program: why it is important, what is going on 

all over the country, he should ask how the local school system and his 

newspaper can work together to establish a program for the community. 

6. Now, the superintendent may say - "Okay I agree. But these matters 

are handled by my assistant -
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Smith says, "Fine, will you set-up a meeting for me to discuss the 

program?" If Smith is sincere, has done his homework, and is enthus-

iastic about how it will help both the schools and his paper, the super-

intendent will agree to move ahead and set a meeting. 

7. Here then, comes the point where the educator will make a Judgment on 

where, how many and to what extent they will use newspapers. Smith 

should be aware that the process of using newspapers is one that grows 

slowly and he should not press for volumes of newspapers used in every 

course, every day with every student. He should know you start slowly 

and build as the idea catches on with teachers. 

8. Smith should have some suggestions for the school representative or 

curriculum committee. For example, he should have materials in the form 

of guides, manuals, reprints, articles, studies, etc. on where news-

papers are used successfully in other areas. (These are available from 

ANPA and several newspapers with established programs.) 

Again this is merely to inform the school people. They will make 

a decision for their own system on what they ultimately will use. 

All they want at this point is background information. 

9. Smith should say the newspaper is willing to provide a scholarship 

at a summer workshop to train a local teacher in using newspapers 

effectively. Also curriculum specialists in some school systems may 

be interested in the concept of putting the use of newspapers in the 

curriculum. There is a program for them too. The idea here is to give 

Smith a nucleus of local educators who. can help to spread the word and 

idea with methods on how newspapers can help in the classroom. This 

nucleus then can become the focal point of working within the local 

school system to do many other things to build the acceptance and use 
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of newspapers. For example, l) developing teaching materials and guides 

for the specific school systems, 2) conducting short local workshops on 

how to use newspapers 3) providing suggestions as to how the program 

can function practically - where, when, how newspapers can be delivered 

to schools, in what numbers etc. 1+) Also, these teachers will help 

budget for the newspapers recognizing their value and the limitation 

of the newspaper to provide newspapers free. 

What I am recommending here is a beginning or pilot program of 

using newspapers. Now that educators are familiar with the program 

and how it can help them do a better job in the classroom. Smith and 

the newspaper have a focal point or nucleus to discuss how the program 

should grow and develop. 

10. Smith should be checking back with the schools and the teachers period-

ically to determine how and where the newspapers are being used. This 

simply is liaison and follow-through similar to any other activity. 

Also, remember your newspaper staff can call on me at anytime by phone or 

mail if they have a specific question or problem that needs an outside point of 

view. I will be available to help, advise and give suggestions at any time. 

Please call on me. 



APPENDIX C 

Newspaper In The Classroom Survey 

1) The newspaper being used in our NIC program is 

which is a (please check one) 

morning evening newspaper. Our newspaper's approx-

imate circulation daily is . 

2) The title of our program is (Living Textbook, Newspaper in 

the Classroom, etc.) 

3) The director of our NIC program is . 

4) His (Her) title with the nex^spaper is 

5) The number of school involved in our program is approxi-

mately . 

6) They include (check appropriate blanks) elementary 

junior high high school adult education 

7) The staff of our NIC program consists of (one director, 

two secretaries, etc.) 

8) Our program has been in operation for years. 

9) What is the expense of your program to the schools (five 

cents per copy when ordered three days a week or more, 10 

cents per copy with two weeks free, etc.) 

75 
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10) Do you provide an orientation program for teachers? 

Yes No . If "Yes," please describe (such as one-

day, four-hour voluntary session for any interested 

teachers; several short sessions at local university, etc.) 

11) Does your newspaper work with any university to provide 

summer newspaper workshops for teachers? Yes No 

If "Yes," pi ease explain: 

12) Do you provide an orientation material for the students? 

Y e s No . If "Yes," what is the cost of this 

material to the school or student 

13) How often do most of your teachers use the newspaper in 

a week? (Please check appropriate blank) Once 

Twice More than twice 

14) The number of newspapers being used in our program weekly 

is: (Please check one) less than 5,000 
5,000 to 15,000 

15,000 to 30,000 
30,000 to 75,000 
75,000 to 100,000 
more than 100,000 

15) The approximate budget allocated for the NIC program 

yearly is: $ 
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16) What sort of materials do you supply your teachers to aid 

them in making more effective use of the newspapers: 

(please check appropriate blanks) 

Orientation material 

Teacher guides 

Special materials 
related to their 
teaching areas 

17) What are the purposes and objectives of your program? 

Thank you very much for the time devoted to 
answering this questionnaire. If it would 
be possible, would you please send me a 
copy of your orientation material and any 
other material used in your NIC program. 
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WHAT'S "NEWSPAPER IN THE CLASSROOM?" 

The Sun-Telegram's Newspaper-ln-The-Classroom (NIC) is a program 
for elementary and secondary schools in San Bernardino County . Its 
purpose is to provide assistance to teachers planning to use the news-
paper as a teaching aid. It has been carefully prepared in consultation 
wi th the local school system. 

The N I C program may be inst i tuted at any grade level, kindergarten 
through 12th grade, and involves normal, slow or g i f ted children. N I C 
can be used as an e f fec t ive mot ivat ional too l in social studies, language 
arts, mathematics, science, home economics and many other curriculum 
areas. 

» w 
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NOW TWO PROGRAMS 
1. TWO-WEEK SAMPLE PROGRAM OFFERS- W _ l l \ 

• Free newspapers for a two-week program \ - * : ; S 4 - A * t 

• A teacher's guide 

• Use of Associated Press Filmstrips 

• N I C Update 

2. NEW EXPANDED NIC PROGRAM MAKES AVAILABLE-
• Newspapers furnished at the wholesale rate 

of f ive cents a c o p y * 

• Maps currently available: 
A plastic cloth 4' by 6' W o r l d News M a p 
A map of Viet Nam 

• Teacher's manual 

• Special reprints of newspaper series as available 

• Bi-monthly slide series of current newsphotos 

• N I C Update 

• Sun-Telegram newspaper product ion kit 

• Associated Press Filmstrips (by reservation) 

• A speaker f rom the Sun-Telegram (on request) 

* Elementary (K thru 6) — min imum 10 copies per day — 6 weeks 

Secondary (7 thru 12) — min imum 10 copies per day — 9 weeks 

Additional teaching aids are available for specialized subject areas such 
as economics, marketing, advertising, journalism and other related fields. 



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS "SPECIAL REPORT" FILMSTRIPS 

Newspaper- ln-The-Classroom teachers are placed at the head of the 
reservation list for the "Specia l Repor t " f i lmstr ip series produced by 
the Associated Press. Comp i l ed by the Sun-Telegram fo r d is t r ibut ion 
to schools, these documentar ies in full color wi th recordings cover a 
var ie ty of current topics, ranging f rom civi l str i fe t o our latest achieve-
ments in space. Each comes securely packaged and includes a back-
ground booklet for the teacher. Single-part reports range f rom 1 5 to 20 
minutes. Two-part reports to ta l approx imate ly 35 minutes. Elementary 
teachers may desire to preview these f i lmstr ips pr ior t o use wi th pupils 
because the content may be geared t o a more sophist icated level of 
student. Those f i lmstr ips especially suited for elementary are starred. 

F/LMSTR/PS NOW AVAILABLE: 

The Amer i can Ind ian: 

A Displaced Person* 

A u t o m a t i o n 

Ch ina in Perspect ive: 
Roots of C iv i l i za t i on* 

Ch ina in Cris is: 
C o n f r o n t a t i o n or Coex is tence* 

C i t ies USA 

C iv i l D isobed ience* 

The C o r p o r a t i o n * 

O u r C r e d i t Economy* 

The Decade of The 1960's 

The D ra f t Deba te 

Dw igh t D. Eisenhower: 
Soldier & Sta tesman* 

The Farm Q u e s t i o n * 

Federal Lawmaking Process 

• Footpr in ts on the M o o n * 

Fore ign A i d * 

F reedom of the Press T o d a y * 

Frontiers in Space 

G e t t i n g the News 

G r o w t h of the Labor M o v e m e n t * 

This Hono rab le C o u r t * 

The House of Representat ives: 
Vo ice of the People* 

• Man 's Na tu ra l Envi ronment : 

Crisis Through A b u s e * 

O u r M o n e y System 

A N a t i o n of Immigrants 

The Na t iona l Hea l t h Prob lem* 

The Pentagon* 

The People Prob lem* 

People's Cho i ce : 

The Electoral Co l lege 

Pol i t ical Conven t i ons* 

Por t ra i t o f a D i p l o m a t * 

The Presidency: 

Personalit ies & Power* 

The Rise of C o m m u n i s m * 

Transpor ta t ion : W h e r e Do 

W e G o From H e r e ? 

The Un i ted States Senate: 
The Polit ics of Power* 

W e l f a r e D i l emma* 

*2 -Par t 

TOURS 
G u i d e d fours th rough the Sun-Telegram are avai lable to all 
school groups. Classes visit the news room, news wire room, 
composing room, and press room t o see how a newspaper 
is p roduced. N IC 'e rs receive t o p pr io r i ty over all other 
school and youth groups. To acquain t students wi th t rade 
terms and machinery, teachers are encouraged t o use the 
Sun-Telegram's tour slides before visi t ing the plant. Reserva-
tions fo r the sound-presentat ion can be made by cal l inq the 
Public Service Depar tment of the Sun-Telegram at 888-0181, 
ext. 55. 

TEACHER'S GUIDE 
Each N I C teacher wil l receive a comprehensive teacher's 
gu ide fea tu r ing background materials on news, its sources, 
the makeup of newspapers, termino logy, and suggested ac-
t iv i t ies in various subject areas. 

NIC UPDATE 
Special bulletins capsuling the latest N I C in format ion, f i lm-
str ip previews, and successful case studies will be mai led t o 
all pa r t i c ipa t ing teachers as new ideas and programs are 
deve loped. 

NEWSPHOTO KIT 
High l igh ts of current local, state and nat ional news appear-
ing in the Sun-Telegram wil l be capsuled every other week 
in a special f ive-sl ide news-photo kit wi th emphasis on the 
local scene. Cor respond ing news stories will be furnished as 
a guide fo r in i t ia t ing discussion. (Only teachers tak ing par t 
in the extended p rogram will be el ig ib le for this service.) 

SEMINARS 
A N I C seminar fo r interested teachers is o f f e red each year 
through San Bernardino Uni f ied Schools fo r col lege credi t . 
In format ion may be ob ta ined by phoning the Public Service 
Depar tment of the Sun-Telegram; Mrs. Rachael Parry, 
Reading Consul tant fo r San Bernardino Uni f ied Schools, 
a t 885-4431, ext. 251; or the Reading O f f i c e of San Bernar-
d ino Coun ty Schools a t 383-2482. 



HOW TO ENROLL YOUR CLASS IN NIC 

Al l teachers in San Bernardino County , K thru 12, are eligible for either o f the Newspaper-
In-The-Classroom programs. 

The two-week sample program is free. For the extended program a basic fee of 5 cents a 
copy is charged to the school (half the regular price.) A compl imentary desk copy for the 
teacher is included with each order. To of fset delivery costs, a minimum order of 10 papers 
per day is necessary for the special N I C ra te . * Delivery days and number of copies must be 
standardized each week for accurate delivery. 

When applying for the extended program, teachers should indicate which free materials 
will be needed. San Bernardino C i t y Schools may reserve the Associated Press Filmstrips 
by calling the Audio-Visual Department of the San Bernardino C i t y Unif ied School Distr ict. 
A l l other schools in the county should call the Sun-Telegram's Public Service Department. 

Newspapers may be ordered by returning the enclosed coupon or by calling the Public 
Service Depar tment of the Sun-Telegram at TUrner 8-0181. Copies will arrive each day 
at the school's administrat ion o f f i ce wi th the teacher's name on the bundle. The Sun is 
del ivered before the school day begins. The Telegram is del ivered in the af ternoon. 

* Elementary (K th ru 6) — min imum 10 copies per day — 6 weeks 

Secondary (7 th ru 12) — min imum 10 copies per day — 9 weeks 

TEAR OFF AND SEND TO: 

Public Service Department 
The Sun-Telegram 
440 Cour t Street, 
San Bernardino 92401 
Phone: TU 8-0181, Ext. 55 

NEWSPAPER-IN-THE-CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION REQUEST DATE OF REQUEST 

SCHOOL PHONE 

SCHOOL ADDRESS ZIP CODE 

TEACHER'S NAME GRADE &/OR SUBJECT 

NEWSPAPER (Check One): Sun Telegram (S.B. City only) 

(Check One) TWO-WEEK PROGRAM EXTENDED PROGRAM 

DELIVERY DAYS: M T W Th F TEACHER'S MANUAL NEEDED YES NO 

NUMBER OF COPIES (Do not include complimentary copy -for teacher) 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN PROGRAM NUMBER OF PARTICIPATING TEACHERS 

STARTING DATE Note: Order must be received 2 days before first delivery date. 
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F oreword 

At a series of "Newspaper in the Classroom" workshops held in 
the Minneapolis Star and Tribune Building, attending teachers were 
asked what subjects they would like included in a proposed manual 
describing newspaper operations. 

The following pages reflect the general agreement among English 
teachers, social studies teachers and elementary teachers that explan-
ations of newspaper philosophy, functions and news operations would 
provide the background for effective application of newspaper informa-
tion for classroom use. 

Description of many newspaper objectives and functions in this 
manual are based on The Minneapolis Tribune's procedures, but they 
apply with very little difference to nearly every major metropolitan 
newspaper in the country. 

L. L. Cavanaugh 
Public Service Director 
The Minneapolis Tribune 



Newspapers 
in the classroom 

Educators have realized for many years 
that newspapers contain a wealth of i n f o r -
mation—not only news reports—that could be 
effective when used in classrooms and corre-
lated with individual subject studies. 

It was found, however, that newspapers 
were rarely used as "living textbooks." The 
material was available to teachers, but there 
was little understanding of newspapers and 
how to use them. 

In 1957, newspaper executives and the Na-
tional Council for Social Studies, a depart-
ment of the National Education Association, 
planned a series of "Newspaper in the Class-
room" workshops at selected colleges and 
universities. Participating newspapers ab-
sorbed the cost of sending local teachers to 
the two-week workshops. 

This program is still in existence and has 
been expanded through local newspaper-spon-
sored workshops so that more teachers can 
be exposed to the program. 

Teachers throughout the country who have 
attended workshops now use newspapers for 
courses in English, social studies, mathe-
matics, science, business, and so on. Students 
are taught critical reading, language usage 
and applied mathematics, especially in eco-
nomic areas. Newspapers are used to update 
geography and social studies textbooks. His-
tory is taught in the context of today's events. 



Newspaper History 

The comprehensive newspapers of today 
have an ancient history. As fa r back as 69 
B.C., a primitive news sheet called "Acta 
Diurna" (acts of the day) was posted daily in 
Rome to describe the activities of the Roman 
Senate. 
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During the 16th and 17th centuries, news 
pamphlets began appearing in Europe, and 
by the early 1700s the first successful news-
paper appeared in the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony in New England. 

The partisan press played an important 
part during the period of the American Revo-
lution. Early American leaders recognized 
that a democratic form of government could 
only be based on an informed citizenry. 

After the Revolution, major political in-
terest groups relied on newspapers to serve 
their points of view, and many groups estab-
lished their own newspapers. 

Gradually, however, economic conditions 
made it imperative for newspapers to appeal 
to readers with many political points of view. 
The "penny press" of the 1830s, with its in-
creased advertising, was designed for the 
common man. 

First sensational, the penny newspapers 
soon became more literate and responsible. 

Finally, three important developments oc-
curred which had a lasting effect: 1—the 
emergence of telegraphic wire services that 
expanded the scope of news reporting; 2—use 
of war correspondents and daily coverage 
during the Civil War, and 3—the revolution of 
production techniques through the use of ma-
chine-set rather than hand-set type. 

Now, newspaper readers demand—and get 
—factual and up-to-date news, authoritative 
opinion, entertainment and service. 

In many respects, newspapers and schools 
are partners in education. Both seek to in-
form and educate, and both aim at the highest 
common denominator of their audiences but 
do not ignore those at the top or the bottom. 

Newspaper publishers are well aware that 
their publications are the main source of read-
ing material for most adults. Because of this, 
and because newspapers can be used so effec-
tively with course work, newspaper execu-
tives and educators alike realize that today's 
student should be taught to use this unique 
medium efficiently. 

Newspaper Functions 
Newspaper functions may be divided into 

four major areas: information, interpreta-
tion, service and entertainment. 

INFORMATION 

Gathering and publishing information is a 
newspaper's primary function. This is what 
is done on page one and on many other pages. 
A news story tells what happened, where and 
when, and who was involved. Often it tells 
why. 

It's important to recognize that this func-
tion has a very important limitation. Re-
sponsibly written and edited news stories only 
provide the facts of news events. If the story 
involves a dispute, you should not be able to 
determine whether the newspaper favors one 
side or the other—or whether the newspaper 
has an opinion. 

News stories should be written as fairly as 
is humanly possible. Opposing points of view 
should be reported and the personal bias, if 
any, of the reporter should not "color" the 
story. It is left up to the reader to form an 
opinion of an event or dispute reported on the 
news pages. 
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** ^ x o O ^ 

V - ^ v H 

WAITRESSEŜ  
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Here are examples of the four major functions of newspapers: news (front page), opinion 
and interpretation (editorial page), entertainment (comics) and service (classified 
advertising) 

OPINION AND INTERPRETATION 

Often, however, readers want advice, and 
they look to their newspaper for informed 
opinions and interpretation. Readers feel, and 
quite rightly, that newspaper men, who are 
close to community, regional and national 
events, should have the knowledge to present 
responsible advice. 

Opinion may be presented in a number of 
ways. 

On the clearly labeled editorial or opinion 
pages, the left-hand column, usually, presents 
the newspaper's opinions about problems 
affecting its readers. These editorials never 
carry the name of the writer since they repre-
sent a newspaper's opinion, not the individual 
writer's. 

The editorial pages may also include an 
editorial cartoon. This drawing also presents 
a point of view about an event. 

Opinion also is provided through syndicated 
columnists—again found on the editorial 
pages. Many newspapers print columns of po-
litical writers with opposing points of view so 
readers will have enough information to make 
informed opinions of their own. 

News interpretation is found in "analysis" 
or "behind-the-news" articles. These articles, 
clearly labeled, present extensive background 
information about news events. This informa-
tion is designed to help readers understand 
news events, but, since it often contains subjec-
tive information, it cannot be classified as 
"straight" news. 

Editorial pages often provide the oppor-
tunity for readers to air their opinions. "Let-
ters to the Editors" constitute one of the best-
read sections of newspapers. 



SERVICE 

The service function of a newspaper is not 
always so obvious, but it is quite extensive 
and takes many forms. Through newspaper 
articles, readers find recipes, sewing hints, 
bridge lessons, "do-it-yourself" projects, book 
reviews, art and drama reviews, instructions 
for preparing tax returns, weather informa-
tion, television and radio logs, how to play 
golf or hit home runs and which streets will 
be closed for repairs. 

Advertising, the major source of a news-
paper's revenue, is also a service function. 
From advertising, readers gain information 
about new products, sales, grocery prices, 
fashions, etc. The classified section (want 
ads) is the traditional market place to shop 
for used automobiles, used household mer-
chandise or appliances, homes for sale or 
rent, employment and business services. Clas-
sified advertising is unique because readers 
seek the advertising. Basically, all other ad-
vertising seeks readers. 

A newspaper also serves by acting as a 
community or regional leader through the 
sponsorship of events beneficial to residents 
of its circulation area (who are not always 
among the newspaper's readers). Public serv-
ice activities take many forms and can involve 
sports, fashion, education, self-improvement 
or community development. A "Newspaper in 
the Classroom" workshop, held at a news-
paper's expense, is an example of a public 
service activity. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

The fourth function of a newspaper is pro-
viding entertainment through the comic 
pages, puzzles, contests and occasional hu-
morous feature stories. 

Philosophy 

These four functions—information, opinion 
and interpretation, service and entertainment 
— operate within the framework of a news-
paper's basic philosophy. The following ex-
cerpts from a statement by John Cowles, 
chairman of the board, the Minneapolis Star 

and Tribune Company, are typical of the ob-
jectives of well-run modern newspapers: 

"We at The Star and The Tribune believe 
that our primary obligation is to give our 
readers the news, all the news, without bias 
or distortion or suppression. We believe that 
our own opinions should be expressed only on 
our editorial pages. 

"We are trying to edit our newspapers so 
that they will interest and serve all of the 
people of the Upper Midwest, not just one 
segment of the population . . . In addition to 
being many other things, a newspaper is an 
educational institution . . . Most Americans 
get the bulk of their information and enlight-
enment on current affairs from newspapers 
. . . A good reporter should be able to tell the 
facts simply and clearly enough to interest 
and inform the layman without insulting the 
intelligence of the specialist. And a good re-
porter should be as objective and untiring in 
his pursuit of truth as is a scientist doing re-
search work at a university." 

The above objectives are printed as the 
policy of both The Star and The Tribune in the 
mastheads of both newspapers, as follows: 

1. Report the news fully and impartially in 
the news columns. 

2. Express the editorial opinions of the 
newspaper only in the editorial column 
on the editorial/opinion page. 

3. Publish all sides of important contro-
versial issues. 

News Flow 
The news department gathers the news and 

edits it for publication. It is generally under 
the supervision of the managing editor, who 
is responsible to the editor or the publisher 
(The editor of the editorial pages also reports 
to the editor or publisher.) 
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Newspapers vary according to size and 
organization, but they will include these posi-
tions or functions: 

MANAGING EDITOR: Supervises coverage 
and presentation of news. 

NEWS EDITOR: Responsible for the evalua-
tion, selection and placement of city, regional, 
national and international news. 

CITY EDITOR: Directs coverage of city and 
regional news. 

NATIONAL EDITOR: Handles na t iona l 
news, including Washington and press service 
news. 

FOREIGN EDITOR: Hand le s news f r o m 
abroad. 

At many newspapers, functions of the 
national editor and the foreign editor are 
combined and handled by a wire editor or— 
as in the case of The Minneapolis Tribune and 
The Minneapolis Star — the news editor and 
his assistants. 

In addition, there will be a picture editor, 
Sunday editor, sports editor, and, according 
to the size of newspaper, editors for financial, 
women's and other departments. 

General assignment reporters and photog-
raphers handle assignments from the city desk. 

Most local news stories are written at the 
newspaper and turned into the city desk for 
editing. News stories that break shortly be-
fore deadline are telephoned to a rewrite man 
on the city desk, who takes the reporter's 
telephoned information and writes it up. 

At the same time, national and foreign news 
comes in by teletype machines from various 
news gathering agencies such as Associated 
Press, United Press International and Reu-
ters, from a newspaper's own foreign corre-
spondents, from its Washington Bureau, or 
from other leading newspaper correspondents,. 

National and foreign news stories, together 
with stories from the city desk, then go to 
the news desk where all stories are evaluated 
and the most important and interesting are 
selected and marked for specific areas within 
the various editions of the day's newspaper. 

Stories then go to the copy desk, where they 
are checked for accuracy, spelling, punctua-
tion, grammar and readability. It is at this 
desk that headlines are written. 

News stories are then sent to the composing 
room, where they are set into type. "Proofs" 
are pulled of the type and sent to a proofread-
ing room, where the proofs are checked for 
any typographical errors. 

How is a news event transformed into a 
news story? 

Reporters and photographers, responsible 
to the city editor and assistant city editors, 
cover local and regional news and turn in 
their stories and photos to the city desk. Many 
of the reporters are specialists and have 
specific "beats" or "runs," such as city hall, 
suburbs, police, education, or state politics. 
Through extensive knowledge of their fields 
and individuals connected with their fields, 
they report many news events without spe-
cific assignments from the city desk. 

After corrections are made, type is made up 
in page form according to layouts from the 
news room and page proofs are pulled. These 
proofs are read in the news room as a final 
check for errors. 

Production Process 

Pages of type (which include engravings of 
photographs, maps, charts or other art work) 
are converted into semi-circular metal casts 
or "plates." 



A moist, cardboard-like mat is placed on a 
page of type and engravings and rolled under 
a press at 20 tons of pressure. The mat, which 
contains the impressipns of all of the raised 
portions of the page form, is then baked into 
a curved shape. 

Presses in modern newspaper plants can print 
up to 60,000 newspapers an hour. On the floor 
are curved stereotype plates tha t f i t on the 
press cylinders. 

The curved mat is placed in a casting ma-
chine and about 40 pounds of molten metal 
(600 degrees) is forced against it, making a 
perfect copy of the original type and engrav-
ings. 

The plate is then trimmed so it will fit snug-
ly on the cylinder of a press unit and conveyed 
to the pressroom. When all the plates for all 
the pages of one issue are locked on press 
cylinders, the presses are ready to roll. 

Rolls of newsprint, each weighing about 
1,800 pounds, are fed into the press units 
where they are printed, cut, folded, counted 
and sent by conveyor to the mailing room. 

In the mailing room the newspapers are 
bundled and sent by chute to the loading dock 
and placed in trucks for delivery to carrier 
salesmen and newsstands. 

How to read a newspaper tfjp1' 
Though readers spend a comparatively long 

period of reading time with a newspaper, few 
read the entire content of an issue. Minne-
apolis Star and Tribune Company surveys 
show that city adults spend an average of 41 
minutes with the morning paper, 46 with the 
evening paper and up to 98 with the Sunday 
paper. 

The key to effective reading is skimming. 
There are definite steps that can be followed 
to take advantage of a newspaper's format. 

1. Read the headlines on page one, the 
"show-window" of the newspaper. Editors 
carefully select page one stories for their im-
portance and significance. The day's leading 
news story is usually placed in the far right-
hand column. By reading every headline on 
page one, the reader will get some idea of the 
day's happenings. This should take less than 
a minute. 

2. Most newspapers include a news index on 
the front page and, near the front page, a 
summary of news events. The index tells 
where major sections are and often includes 
short descriptions of interesting features or 
stories inside the paper. 

The summary will quickly provide a brief 
and comprehensive report of the day's events. 

3. Move through the rest of the paper page 
by page. Scan the headlines, pictures and ad-
vertisements. By this time you will have 
gained at least an overview of the news and 
will know where the stories are that interest 
you. You can then go back and spend time 
with those stories. 
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Plan Sought 
for Keeping 
French in 
W. Germany 

By CARL HARTMAN 

BONN, West Germany — 
(if) — Representatives of the 
United States, Britain and 
West Germany met today to 
work out plans for keeping 
French troops in West Ger-
many as part of the Atlantic 
shield against any attack 
from the Soviet Union. 
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Most stories are written in the "inverted 
pyramid" style that gives the basic facts of 
the event in the first paragraph. The 5 Ws, 
who, what, where, when and often why, will 
be included in a sentence or two. If the reader 
wishes, he can continue reading the story. 



A news editor confers with the copy desk chief who is seated at the base of the curved 
copy desk. Copy readers correct or edit stories written by reporters and also write head-
lines. In the background are the news desk, city desk and reporters. 

Now, a few more suggestions: 

Read past the headlines. They only give 
clues as to the contents of the stories. 

Read past the front page. The front page 
presents only the most important news of the 
day, but not always the news of interest to 
YOU. 

Read more than your favorite subjects. 
Take advantage of the comprehensive infor-
mation found in today's newspapers to 
broaden your interests. 

Know the facts before forming opinions. 
Read the news columns and interpretive news 
stories carefully so you are aware of the facts. 
Then read the editorial pages for differing 
opinions concerning news events. You may 
or may not agree with the opinions you find, 
but you will be more capable of making a de-
cision without blindly accepting ready-made 
arguments. 

Read the paper as a daily habit. Set aside 
at least 15 minutes a day for the newspaper. 
This is minimum time, but just adequate to 
know what the newspaper includes. 



Newspaper Terminology 

AP—Abbreviation for Associated Press. 

Assignment—A story that a reporter has been 
detailed to cover. 

Banner—A headline in large type running 
across the entire width of a page. 

Beat—Reporter's regular routine for cover-
ing news sources. 

Bold face—Refers to type, meaning heavy or 
dark type. 

Box—A story with a border around it, or a 
rectangular space marked off in a story. 

By-line—Name of a writer appearing at the 
head of a story. 

Caps—Abbreviation for capital letters. 

Cliche—An expression that is overworked, 
worn out, trite. 

Column—A vertical division of type in a news-
paper. The average daily newspaper has eight 
columns, and the average tabloid has five 
columns. 

Compose—To set type. 

Copy—All material for publication, whether 
written stories or pictures. 

Copy desk—Horseshoe-shaped desk at which 
copy readers sit (see "copy reader"). 

Copy reader—A newspaperman who corrects 

or edits copy written by reporters. He also 
writes headlines for stories. 

Copyright—An author's or publisher's ex-
clusive right of property in his work for a 
certain period of time. 

Cover—To get the facts of an event for a 
news report. 

Cut—Newspaper term for a picture or illus-
tration made into an engraving, or to delete 
part of a story or take out words. 

Cutlines—The information below a picture 
which describes it. (Also called a "caption.") 

Dateline—Information at the beginning of a 
story giving the place and date of the reported 
incident. 

Deadline—Time at which all copy for an edi-
tion must be in. 

Dummy—A layout of a newspaper page that 
shows the placement of all stories, headlines, 
pictures and advertisements. 

Ears—Space at the top of the front page on 
each side of the paper's nameplate, usually 
boxed in with weather news, a page index or 
an announcement of special features. 

Editorialize—To express an opinion, as in an 
editorial or signed column on the editorial/ 
opinion pages of a newspaper. (Editorializing 
should not be done in news columns.) 

Feature—A story in which the interest us-
usually lies in something other than imme-
diate news value. Commonly referred to as a 
"human interest" story, it may relate a lost 
boy's experience or a columnist's feelings 
about Paris. 



Fourth estate—Traditional phrase for the 
press, originating in the 18th century. During 
a speech in Parliament, British statesman 
Edmund Burke pointed to the reporters' gal-
lery saying, "There are three estates in Par-
liament, but yonder sits a fourth estate, more 
important than all of them." He was referring 
to the three classes of people recognized un-
der British law—the clergy, the nobles and 
the commons. Thus, newspapers became the 
"fourth estate." 

Galley—An oblong, metal tray with upright 
sides for holding composed type. 

Galley proof—A proof from type on a galley 
before the type is made up in pages. 

Hand set—To set type by hand, instead of by 
machine. 

Head—Abbreviation for headline. 

Jump—To break a story on one page and con-
tinue it on another. 

Kill—To strike out copy or take out type not 
to be printed. 

Lead—The first sentences or the first para-
graphs of a news story, containing the sum-
mary or the introduction to the story. It 
follows the general rule of telling who, what, 
when, where, why and how. 

Libel—Publication of material unjustly in-
jurious to someone's reputation. 

Library—File of stories, biographies, pic-
tures, etc., available for reference at any time; 
the place where these materials are kept. (Al-
so called "morgue.") 

Make-up—The arrangement of stories, head-
lines and pictures into newspaper page forms 
in preparation for printing. (A printer "makes 
up" from an editor's "dummy.") 

Masthead—The information printed in every 
issue of a newspaper or journal, stating the 
title, ownership and management, and often 
giving subscription and advertising rates. 
(Many newspapers box rate schedules sepa-
rately from the masthead.) 

Nameplate—The name of a newspaper as it 
appears at the top of page one. (Also called 
"logo," short for logotype, and "sig," short for 
"signature.") 

Plagiarism—Literary theft; passing off as 
one's own the words or ideas of another. 

Proofreader—One who reads a galley proof 
and marks errors with proofreading symbols. 

Publicity—The dissemination of information 
or promotional material. 

Release—News brought to the attention of a 
newspaper by a news source. 

Scoop—The publication of an exclusive story. 

Story—Any article other than an editorial or 
an advertisement written for a newspaper. 

Subhead—Headings used in the body of a 
story to break the monotony of a solid column 
of type. 

UPI—Abbreviation for United Press Interna-
tional. 

Wirephoto—Associated Press trademark for 
a photograph transmitted by wire. 
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THE BOSTON GLOBE 
announces 

44 EDUCATING FOR CRITICAL THINKING 
USING THE NEWSPAPER" 

A Three-Hour Graduate Credit Course 

A 10-Session Course 
Beginning February 1 2 , 1 9 7 2 
Conducted by 

Dr.Jeffrey Eiseman 
Professor of Educat ion 
School of Educat ion 
University of Massachusetts 

and 

Members of The Boston Globe 
Editorial Staff 
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)t PoSton <§lobe ANNOUNCES A GRADUATE CREDIT COURSE FOR SECONDARY TEACH 

"EDUCATING FOR CRITICAL THINK] 
As p a r t of t h e " N E W S P A P E R IN E D U C A T I O N " P r o g r a m , 
T h e B o s t o n Globe , in c o o p e r a t i o n wi th t h e School of 
E d u c a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of M a s s a c h u s e t t s , will o f f e r 
B o s t o n - a r e a t e a c h e r s a t h r e e - h o u r g r a d u a t e c r e d i t 
c o u r s e e n t i t l e d , " E d u c a t i n g F o r Deve lop ing Cr i t i ca l 
T h i n k i n g Us ing t h e N e w s p a p e r . " 

COURSE BEGINS FEBRUARY 12, 1972 

Classes will begin F e b r u a r y 12, 1972, a n d c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h M a y 8, 1972, a n d 

will b e he ld at T h e B o s t o n Globe Bui ld ing , M o r r i s s e y B o u l e v a r d , D o r c h e s t e r . 

T h e C o u r s e will be t a u g h t by D r . J e f f r e y E i s e m a n , 

P r o f e s s o r of E d u c a t i o n , Un ive r s i t y of M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

PURPOSES 

T h e c o u r s e will p r o v i d e a p r o f e s s i o n a l se t t ing in w h i c h 

s e c o n d a r y t e a c h e r s c a n e x p l o r e new t e c h n i q u e s a n d i deas on t h e 

use of t h e n e w s p a p e r in s e c o n d a r y c u r r i c u l u m . 

P a r t i c u l a r s t ress will be m a d e on showing t e a c h e r s h o w to 

deve lop c r i t i ca l t h i n k i n g skills us ing t h e n e w s p a p e r wi th 

s t u d e n t s . 

TOPICS 

The Program will include lectures, discussions, and practical classroom 
exper imentat ion. 

The following are typical of topics to be considered: 

• A strategy for teaching the newspaper 
• Theories of cognitive skills 
• Coping with the unmotivated student 



USING THE NEWSPAPER 
A SPECIAL FEATURE OF THE COURSE WILL BE A SERIES OF 
"CRITICAL R E P O R T I N G " D I S C U S S I O N S L E D B Y G L O B E E D I T O R S . 
COLUMNISTS AND REPORTERS such as 

TOM WINSHIP ROBERT HEALY 

DAVID WILSON MARTIN NOLAN 

MARIAN CHRISTY DAVID NYHAN 

MATTHEW STORIN ELLEN GOODMAN 

IAN MENZIES HERB BLACK 

Discussions will include critical reporting in areas such as government and politics, urban problems, 
changing life styles, health and medicine, etc. 

SCHEDULE ( 10 Meetings ) 

Sat. Feb.12 9:30-4:00 pm Mon. Mar.27 7:15-9:30 pm 

Mon. Feb.28 7:15-9:30 pm Sat. Apr.8 9:30-4:00 pm 

Mon. Mar.6 7:15-9:30 pm Mon. Apr.24 7:15-9:30 pm 

Sat. Mar.11 9:30-4:00 pm Mon. May 1 7:15-9:30 pm 

Mon. Mar.20 7:15-9:30 pm Mon. May 8 7:15-9:30 pm 

FEES 

1 uition tee for three credit hours is $50.00. Checks are made payable to University of 
Massachusetts. 

APPLICATION 

Enrollment is open to all Greater-Boston secondary teachers. Attendance is limited to 
40 persons, so applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

lo register, please send letter of application giving your name, school and home addresses, 

grade and subject taught, along with your check for $50.00 (payable to U. Mass.) to: 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

THE BOSTON GLOBE 

BOSTON,MASS.02107 AV 8-8000,ext.622 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: All applications for the course must be received by January 28, 1972 

January 28, 1972 Preference will be given to those applications received first. 
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Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

D A N I E L L. S T A R R 
PUBLISHER 

James Madison wrote "To the press alone 
...the world is indebted for all the triumphs which 
have been gained by reason and humanity over error 
and oppression." 

For 106 years the Post-Intelligencer has 
presented the news to Pacific Northwesterners. It 
has also actively fought their battles, spoken out 
against injustice and raised its editorial voice in 
furthering the progress of our city, state and 
nation. 

As a supplement to your regular textbooks, 
a morning newspaper is of particular value, since 
it offers the news when your school day begins. 

This book has been prepared to aid you in 
your day-to-day study of the newspaper as a "living 
textbook." 

I would appreciate hearing from you or 
your students at any time. Your impressions of our 
newspaper will be gratefully received. 

Sincerely, 

Dan L. Starr 



(Superintendent oj Obblie instruction 

P . CB -l outs JDruno 

STATE O F W A S H I N G T O N 

<ia 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT July 22, 1969 

My o f f i c e has long r e a l i z e d that newspapers a r e a 
v i ta l part of the total p r o c e s s of education* N e w s -
papers bring to each one of us current and v i ta l 
m a t e r i a l on the i s s u e s and p r o b l e m s of the day. An 
instruct ional p r o g r a m does not comple te i t s fu l l 
c y c l e of e f f e c t i v e n e s s u n l e s s and until a newspaper 
i s made a vi tal part of that p r o c e s s . My o f f i c e has 
long been i n t e r e s t e d in es tabl i sh ing newspapers as 
a part of the ins truct ional p r o g r a m . 

l iouis Bruno 
State Superintendent 
of Publ ic Instruct ion 



SEATTLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
em F O U R T H A V E N U E N O R T H 

SEATTLE,WASHINGTON 98109 

F O R B C S B O T T O M L Y July 24, 1969 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T 

Never has there been a time when the daily newspaper served more 
needs for more people than it does today. It is impossible for 
the electronic media to provide the depth and breadth which an 
informed citizen needs to understand today's ever-changing society. 
The newspaper, both because of its convenience and completeness, 
is an ideal vehicle through which boys and girls cam strengthen 
there understanding of almost every discipline. 

That is why the newspaper in the classroom is such an important 
asset to both teachers and students. It provides the NOW 
generation with experiences in news and opinion analysis which 
will help enable it to meet new problems with keener insights 
and deeper understanding. 

Of course, the newspaper is only a starting point, but it is 
the most readily accessible up-to-the-minute reference we have. 
History is not only written in newspapers but historians find 
the bulk of their factual data in newspapers. Teachers and 
students can share countless exciting, challenging and rewarding 
newspaper study experiences. 

As the need for information and understanding deepens, a critical 
newspaper readership will become essential to the preservation 
of democracy. That critical readership must be developed in our 
schools. 

Sincerely, 

Forbes Bottomly 
Superintendent 
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INTRODUCTION 

"In a world where one day may mean the rise or fall of 
a dictator or a republic, where the economic structure of 
a nation may be changed overnight, where a problem in West 
Africa affects the strength of the United States, one item 
holds the interest of everyone everywhere—THE MOMENT. The 
happenings of THE MOMENT provide the key to all events, past 
and future; they point up the urgent need for accurate and 
meaningful communication among men; they allow us to see 
the panorama of culture as it grows and as it is sometimes 
threatened. No educable person can fail to hold an interest 
in THE MOMENT, and THE MOMENT is captured and distilled into 
a LIVING TEXTBOOK... the daily newspaper." 

"We are living in an age of change which in the field of 
education calls for the need to reach the total child by all 
available, legitimate, and practical means and instruments." 

"Textbooks become dry and dull, and then appear the 
sights and symbols of boredom among the pupils. BOOKS ARE 
TOO SLOW. 

"Newspapers, in truth, have a convincing story to tell. 
They are the backbone of the whole communications industry 
in America. They are the best hope of creating that 
informed public without which a democracy like ours cannot 
ultimately survive. NEWS IS THE VITAL LINK BETWEEN PEOPLE 
AND THE WORLD THEY WILL CREATE OR DESTROY. 

"The press towers above all other avenues of information 
as a tremendous force in revealing and recording the basic 
American concept of life...In the classroom, newspapers can 
be used to motivate, enrich, and summarize; and in turn, 
they can lead the way toward an educated and informed 
citizenry." 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

A Brief History of The Seattle Post Intelligencer 1 
Textbooks Age Quickly 4 
The Role of the Newspaper in the Classroom 7 
The Living Textbook 9 
Teachers Tell Us 11 
General Objectives 15 
How to Begin 17 

10-Day Orientation Program 18 
The Newspaper Day 25 

The First Grade 27 
The Living Textbook as Used in Individual Reading Program . . 2 9 
Using the Living Textbook in the Primary Grades 35 

Miscellaneous Activities for the Primary Classroom . . . 39 
Language Arts 49 

The Living Textbook as Used with Reading Activities . . 5 1 
The Living Textbook as Used with Writing Activities . . 53 
The Living Textbook as Used with Speaking Activities . . 55 
The Living Textbook as Used With Listening Activities . 56 

Mathematics 59 
Science 65 

Use of the Living Textbook to Enrich Classroom Materials 70 
Health and Safety 71 
Art 
Definition of the Editorial Page Purpose 79 

The Editorial Page 80 
How the Newspaper is Constructed 87 

The Function of Different Newspaper Sections 89 
What the Newspaper Should Be Expected To Do 93 
What the Newspaper Should Not Be Expected To Do 95 
Five Kinds of News Stories 97 



FOREWORD 

Many years ago, young housewives, in order to please 

their husbands, would ask the mothers and grandmothers of these 

young men for the recipes of their favorite foods. What they 

received was a list of ingredients, but no specific amounts 

were noted on the list. It was a "pinch" of this and a "dash" 

of that. Hence, the young lady had to experiment and learn 

from her own experiences. 

The same is true of the teacher with the use of the 

LIVING TEXTBOOK in the classroom. We cannot hope to tell a 

teacher how to use the newspaper in relation to the subject 

matter, nor when to use it. We hope to present the ingredients, 

and the teacher can bake the cake by adapting or adjusting the 

program based on individual differences, or any other criteria 

he or she chooses. 

We DO NOT believe that the daily newspaper should 

replace any of the existing textbooks and other teaching aids. 

We DO believe it can be used as an excellent supplement to 

existing materials. As stated elsewhere in this manual, its 

main achievement seems to be in its ability to change the 

attitude of the student toward the learning processes in the 

classroom. 

Perhaps after several years of exposure to the 

LIVING TEXTBOOK in our public schools, tomorrow's adults will 

be able to say, as did Will Rogers, "Take my cat away, take my 

games away, even my jelly, but leave me my newspaper." 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF Seattle Post Intelligencer 

Take a look backwards to 1863. It was just 12 years after 
the first settlers had stepped resolutely on the beach at Alki 
and a scant 10 years after they had chosen the name of old 
Chief Sealth for the village which they were laboriously building 
on the shores.of The Bay beyond the Duwamish. 

In this little sawmill town, in the mid-part of '63, a man 
named James R. Watson arose one morning, sniffed the good salt 
air, strolled down to Yesler's mill, stared at the few tall-
masted ships at anchor and surmised that here was a town that 
could go places - if it had a good injection of printer's ink. 
It needed a newspaper. 

And so with an admirable show of pioneer zeal, he hied himself 
to the nearest printing press, a little flat-bed Ramage down 
at Olympia; turned out a few sample papers and brought them 
back to Seattle. 

With a disregard for newspaper economics that would make our 
business manager shudder today, Watson handed the sheets free 
to the news-hungry Seattleites and before the final one was 
snatched up he could see that he was in business. He rounded 
up some equipment, found an office at First and Yesler and 
began to print a weekly paper to which he appended the unlikely 
name of THE PUGET SOUND GAZETTE. 

That was the beginning of the POST-INTELLIGENCER, a newspaper 
that has literally grown up with its city and whose original 
few weekly copies have increased to over 200,000 every weekday 
arid a quarter of a million on Sundays. 

Meanwhile, back at THE GAZETTE, the owners had finally decided 
that the name of their paper was born of enthusiasm rather than 
inspiration. In 1867 they changed it to THE WEEKLY INTELLIGENCER, 
turned it into a daily in 1876, merged with two other publica-
tions in 1878 and finally combined with a paper called the 
SEATTLE POST. 

On October 1, 1881, the hyphenated POST-INTELLIGENCER became 
its official name - a name that has become synonymous with 
Seattle, we are pleased, over the entire nation. 



The Biggest Story? 

Plenty of news has rolled through P-I presses during these 
hundred years and picking the biggest local story is a game 
in which newspapermen engage when they feel like an argument. 

Perhaps it was one composed by the light of a lantern hanging 
on a porch at Fourth and Columbia on the night of June 6, 1889. 
With the acrid smell of smoke heavy in the summer air, a POST-
INTELLIGENCER reporter began his story: "The business district 
of Seattle is in ruins. Between the hours of 2 and 3 o'clock 
yesterday, a wall of fire sprung up at Madison and Front Streets 

and in an area of over 20 blocks only blackened walls 
and ruins mark the spot where yesterday stood the city's 
commercial center." 

Some of the blackened walls in Seattle's Great Fire were those 
of this newspaper's own building, but a rapid move just ahead 
of the flames and into a cottage kept the paper from missing 
a single edition. 

Or maybe the big story came eight years later, when another 
P-I reporter boarded the steamship Portland abreast of Port 
Angeles and wrote, rather breathlessly, we think: "At 3 o'clock 
this morning, the Steamship Portland, from St. Michaels for 
Seattle, passed up Sound with more than a ton of solid gold on 
board and 6 8 passengers - all of them rich." 

That POST-INTELLIGENCER story of July 17, 1897, sent the great 
Klondike gold rush charging right through Seattle and almost 
overnight the town on the Sound changed to a metropolis of 
80,000 people. 

Bright Destiny 

Of course, many old timers, and some not-so-old-tiraers also, 
will maintain that the flag-bedecked front page of June 2, 1909 
carried the story that marked Seattle as a city finally sure 
of its great destiny. It began: "The opening of the Alaska-
Yukon-Pacific Exposition was successful beyond the hopes of 
the city and the builders with an attendance of close to 90,000 
people the first day. 

The Direct Link 

Incidentally, that little Ramage press on which James Watson 
rolled off the first copies of this newspaper in 1863, is now 
a prized exhibit at the University of Washington. In 1948, 



when The POST-INTELLIGENCER moved into its present great plant 
at Sixth and Wall, we brought her into our lobby as an honored 
guest at our opening ceremonies. But before it was over, we 
all had the feeling that our sleek, modern, 16-unit, block-long, 
40,000 copies an hour Miss Scott was looking down her perky, 
ink-stained nose at the little old lady. 

But no one else did. 

She is our one direct link with the little newspaper of 1863, 
whose main production problem, we presume, was how to keep 
the sawdust out of the printer's ink. 





TEXTBOOKS AGE QUICKLY 

Back in public school, or college, do you remember 

how quickly you got rid of last term's textbooks? There was 

always that house cleaning when you shuffled off reminders of 

out-grown courses. Was it a geometry, or an ancient history, 

or a grammar text? Unless you saved a few in your specialized 

field of study, you knew that you would never open those old 

books. 

Soon, something would take their place, if you were 

to continue your self-education. There would be other kinds of 

reading. The reading of newspapers, perhaps, became more im-

portant. If you were to make effective use of a newspaper in 

adult living, you found that it had to be something more than 

picture pages, comic strips, and a sports section. 

In school, or college, did you learn how to read a 

newspaper critically, selectively, and for depth of meaning? 

This was probably something you had to learn later. You soon 

had to replace the school paper, the bulletin board, and the 

weekly summaries of news published for classroom use. 

How quickly you made this adjustment, for new sources 

of news and information may have depended upon how much you 

had learned about newspapers and how to use them for self-

education. 

Many teachers have done some of their teaching from 

the pages of newspapers for many years. Many more are now 



using newspapers as an effective way to supplement yesterday's 

textbooks with today's news. 

These are lightning-change times. Newspapers are 

coming into their own as living textbooks in the classroom. 

Using them as an effective tool in education, teachers are 

working with newspapers as a carry-over text for adult living. 



THE ROLE OF THE NEWSPAPER IN THE CLASSROOM 

If we are to have a generation of newspaper-reading 

adults, we must instill in the students in our classrooms the 

habit of newspaper reading. The well-informed person is a 

leader in his community who has developed analytical reading 

so that he can sift the truth. 

In reporting the news, the newspaper brings us 

information that affects our daily lives and occupations: laws, 

taxes, prices, court decisions, union activity, et cetera—all 

affect us and we need to know about them that we may react 

intelligently. 

At times it may appear that many events brought to us 

in news reporting seem very distant and far away, but many 

remote events come close to home eventually. Remember the 

"paperhanger from Austria"? What clouds are there on the hori-

zon now no bigger than a man's hand that will grow in importance? 

It is necessary for our students to realize that a free respon-

sible press, understood and intelligently used, is the life 

blood of a free society. 

It is impossible to include, in a publication of this 

nature, complete lists of techniques, devices and methods. Unit 

presentation in more specific areas must be developed by teacher 

and newspaper specialists considering carefully the differences 

in the character of the population served, by the schools and 

the newspapers, the groupings in individual classrooms and the 



particular curriculum offerings of a given system. The news-

paper is not an infallible motivation for achieving a dynamic 

class, but the dynamic class program includes the newspaper. 

It is a usable tool, not an end in itself. 



THE LIVING TEXTBOOK 

The LIVING TEXTBOOK is a supplementary teaching tool 

to be used daily in addition to basic texts. As it broadens 

the mind of the child, it becomes an effective weapon in the 

war on apathy by opening the heart of the child. It gives the 

child concern for, as well as knowledge of, his world. He not 

only knows about the crises facing man throughout the universe, 

he soon learns to care about them. The LIVING TEXTBOOK pro-

vides knowledge essential to good citizenry, but it goes beyond 

that and encourages the formation of opinions about that know-

ledge and stimulates expressions of those opinions. 

It bridges the gap between classroom ideals and the 

reality of living. It appeals to the child on a mature level, 

and opens to him the world of adult conversation. It teaches 

a child to think as it teaches him to read. With the LIVING 

TEXTBOOK, teacher and pupil have a rare opportunity for "learn-

ing together." The attitude of the student is improved as a 

result of unusual interest and participation. 

With the LIVING TEXTBOOK, the teacher begins where 

the child is and leads him to where she wants him to be. For 

example, when presenting a 5th grade unit on Columbus, the 

teacher would begin with a front-page story on astronauts and 

the exploration of space. The LIVING TEXTBOOK is a non-static 

text for a non-static society. The student wakes up in a new 

world each morning,* and, he needs a new text each day—new 



characters, pictures, stories, heroes, and ideas. The LIVING 

TEXTBOOK is used to teach basic educational concepts; and in 

the process, knowledge of current affairs is acquired. It does 

not substitute for a basic text; but, it does supplement, en-

rich, add the magnetism of realism, and correlate today with 

yesterday. 

10 



TEACHERS TELL US 

After several years of work with the LIVING TEXTBOOK/ 

our files are filled with unsolicited letters of testimony from 

throughout the state of Washington and all over the nation. We 

are enclosing a small sampling for your general information. 

"It is a valuable tool for present-day 
teaching because it provides interesting 
material that is up-to-date; too many text-
books are out of date before they get off 
the press. The newspaper can be used in 
practically every field of study; and we, 
as teachers, can use it to create and main-
tain interest in current affairs, thus 
helping students form a habit of daily 
reading." 

"Clear and logical thinking on the part 
of the student is taught with the study of 
the daily paper." 

"There is no other area except newspapers 
where we can learn so much about what is going 
on; it is not to be found in the textbooks. 
Newspapers are vital, alive, valuable; they 
can bridge the gap between theory and fact." 

"In this age of instant mashed potatoes 
and supersonic transportation, we find rapid 
communications which tend to outdate materials 
which are more than a few weeks old. Before 
permanent publications can be edited, printed, 
and bound, many of the theories, materials, and 
ideas are obsolete. These factors make 
the importance of the newspaper even greater 
in the teaching program of the schools." 

"Where else can a teacher find reports, in 
detail, of events which occurred only the pre-
vious day?" 

"All of us should remember no textbook is 
ever as important as a student. The more we 
relate classroom activities to real live situ-
ations, the more learning will take place." 
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"We keep talking about preparing our 
students to take their places in society as 
responsible citizens, but what kind of leaders, 
or followers for that matter, are they going 
to be if they haven't yet learned what valu-
able information can be found in the newspaper 
and haven't acquired the habit of keeping up 
with current affairs?" 

"The teacher must help students develop 
the ability to reason and to think critically 
about the things they read, hear, and see; 
the newspaper can help develop these skills." 

"Words are the pegs upon which we hang 
our ideas, and the newspaper furnishes many 
pegs." 

"The newspaper is a powerful weapon for 
strengthening. A relation between what is being 
talked at home and on the street to what 
the student is learning at school develops 
and gives vitality to his learning." 

"If I were required, as a teacher, to 
choose one tool of instruction to the ex-
clusion of all others, I would choose the 
newspaper, for in it is the composite for 
all necessary and valuable learning." 

"Students must be prepared for living 
in tomorrow's world. In these rapidly changing 
times, textbooks cannot do the total job. 
Sources of current information, such as news-
papers, can play a vital role. Students 
must learn to read them purposefully." 

"We live in a revolutionary age of 
achievement. Textbooks are becoming obsolete 
faster than ever before. Teachers need more 
current material. Our job in school and the 
university is to speed up the maturing pro-
cess, to help the man become more mature. 
We must reduce the appalling ignorance of 
the young person of the kind of world we 
live in. The newspaper as a living textbook 
has become more necessary than ever before." 
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"The LIVING TEXTBOOK helps me teach 
students to read critically, to read for 
self-improvement, to read constructively. 
They learn to appraise the good in men's 
lives and to separate it from the evil. 
To learn what to do about the problems 
of living. To form opinions. To have 
ideas." 

"Textbooks will be forever essential 
to learning; however, they will also be 
forever static." 

"The neglect of news reading means 
that the school is failing to take advan-
tage of children's natural interest in the 
world around them, to build up the desire 
to become informed citizens." 

"Newspaper reading takes the govern-
ment class out of the theoretical and gives 
the student reassurance that education is a 
near and present process." 

"We are sometimes critical when we find 
an error in the newspaper? however, this is 
usually corrected that evening or by the 
following morning. Our textbooks also have 
errors, and we are forced to live with, and 
teach around, them for years." 

"The student more readily accepts the 
newspaper, which he considers to be adult 
reading material, as a basis for his study 
of written communication skills than he will 
accept even the liveliest of modern grammar 
texts." 

"It would be unreal to expect a text-
book to keep abreast of the rapidly changing 
times and this is where the newspaper proves 
itself to be an invaluable supplementary 
teaching aid." 

"Of all, in a vast array of products, 
the newspaper is perhaps the best composite 
of intellectual thinking in every subject 
we study in education." 
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"Newspapers are particularly useful with 
pupils who don't like the book, can't use the 
book." 

"Students go from blind faith in the 
printed page to a state of doubt about the 
printed word, to the ability to evaluate 
honestly and clearly what they read." 
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GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

I. TO HAVE STUDENTS BECOME INFORMED ABOUT, AND INTERESTED IN, 

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD AROUND THEM. This includes 

their community and state, as well as the national and 

international scene. 

II. TO LEARN TO READ THE NEWSPAPER INTELLIGENTLY. Competent 

readership can only take place if students understand the 

symbols, variety of styles, and the special writing tech-

niques utilized by the newspapers. The purposes of the 

editorial page, as well as the other special sections of 

the newspaper, must be understood. Students must learn 

to determine whether the news is biased or slanted in 

any manner. They should acquire the ability to formulate 

an intelligent opinion after each critical reading of the 

news and editorials, and they should be encouraged to 

develop their ability to communicate these opinions. 

III. TO LEAD STUDENTS TO REALIZE THE IMPACT OF THE NEWSPAPERS 

ON THE GENERAL PUBLIC, AS WELL AS THE PART THEY CAN PLAY 

IN RAISING THE STANDARD OF THE NEWS MEDIA. If the read-

ers raise their own standards of consumption, the news-

papers, which try to meet the demands of the readers, 

will be compelled to raise the standard of the product. 

IV. TO DEVELOP WITHIN THE STUDENTS A REAL AND LASTING INTEREST 

IN THE READING OF NEWSPAPERS SO THAT THEY WILL MAKE NEWS-

PAPER READING A LIFETIME HABIT. Some of the projects 
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outlined on the following pages were designed chiefly to 

create a lasting interest in newspaper reading. However, 

the teacher's own enthusiasm may do much to help students 

acquire the newspaper habit. 

V. TO INCREASE AND STRENGTHEN THE SKILLS ACQUIRED IN OTHER 

SUBJECT AREAS, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN SOCIAL STUDIES AND IN 

THE LANGUAGE ARTS. To better understand much of the news, 

students will be compelled to increase their knowledge 

of geography. Also, much of the news will take on more 

meaning if the relationship between what is happening now 

and that which happened in the past is understood. The 

opportunities for increasing the reading, writing, speak-

ing, and listening skills are almost limitless in the 

study of the newspaper. 
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HOW TO BEGIN 

1. Arrange for daily delivery of papers to arrive each morning 

before school begins. 

2. It is desirable that each pupil in the class receive a news-

paper of his own. Clip and file projects—running assign-

ments for individual students and special interest areas 

for voluntary assignments make this almost imperative. 

3. For several days prior to the orientation course, keep an 

attractive bulletin board display using headlines, pictures, 

grocery ads, the stock market reports, and the masthead of 

the newspaper to be used. 

4. A day or two before the orientation course begins, there 

should be a discussion with the class about the activity in 

which they will be engaged. Discuss, through questions, 

what is the ideal function of a newspaper: 

a) to disseminate news 
b) to inform 
c) to interpret news 
d) to entertain 
e) to provide a forum for debate 

f) to comment editorially 

5. Organize and appoint monitors to distribute the papers (and 

collect if desirable) each day. 

6. After the orientation period, the newspapers may be used 

effectively thereafter as a supplemental teaching aid. 

Almost every subject in the school curriculum can be en-

riched with the use of the daily newspaper. 
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7. THE ORIENTATION COURSE COVERS 10 SCHOOL DAYS, USING 20 TO 

40 MINUTES DAILY, BUT THIS CAN BE VARIED TO ACCOMMODATE 

THE TEACHER'S TIME-TABLE. 

10-DAY ORIENTATION PROGRAM 

{Note: This program is a suggestion which may, or may not, 
be followed by the classroom teacher. Some adaptations 
to various grade levels will be needed. As is true 
in all methods of education, the creative teacher 
will know the best approach for her group.) 

FIRST DAY: Study the general make-up of the newspaper. 

Explain the organization of a newspaper as a whole, pointing 

out certain features or departments which are published in the 

same relative position every day, and related types of news 

kept together for easier reading: 

a) Women's Page d) Business-Financial 
b) Sports e) Theaters-Entertainment 
c) Classified f) Editorials 

Show pupils how to locate information and material using the 

index. Call attention to the style or page make-up, (number 

of columns, size of paper, photographs, advertising, use of 

color, etc.). Analyze with pupils the differences between a 

news report, a news feature, and an editorial article. Have 

pupils clip and classify one example of each for a notebook. 

Homework Assignment: Have pupils take their individual papers 

home. Ask them to locate, and bring to class, the following: 

1) a story of world interest (outside the U. S.) 
2) a story of national interest 
3) a story of local interest 

These should be classified and added to their notebooks. 
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SECOND DAY: Today, ask the class, "What is news?" Have 

pupils write a one or two sentence definition of "news," and 

follow with a class discussion of these. 

Student definitions will vary, but be sure to include 

the following as part of your discussion: 

1. News is anything which interests a large 
part of the community and has never been 
brought to their attention before. 

2. News is everything interesting about life 
and people. 

3. News is the reporting of an event of actual 
happening. 

4. News is a timely report of anything of 
interest to humanity. 

Homework Assignment: Have students select one or two news items 

from their papers. Ask them to write a paragraph explaining why 

it is "news," and why it is worthy of publication. Younger 

students may simply write two or three sentences telling why it 

is important. 

THIRD DAY: Discuss with students how news is gathered, the 

meaning of the dateline, and the news agency. 

AP = Associated Press (American) 
UPI = United Press International (American) 
REUTERS = Pronounced "royters" (British) 
TASS = (Soviet Union) 
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE = (French) 

International news flows through: 

1) submarine cables 
2) telegraph and telephone lines 
3) radio, including radio-phone and point-to-

point radio 
4) teletype and wire photo 
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Have the pupils examine their clippings and try to 

determine how the news item was transmitted. Discuss news 

pictures and credit lines that show source. 

Homework Assignment; Have the pupils make a list of as many 

means of communication they can think of since early times; 

e. g., jungle drums, carrier pigeon, smoke signals, heliograph, 

semaphore, Morse code, etc. 

(Note: "Semaphore" is derived from the Greek word "Sema," 
meaning "sign," and "phore" translated as "bearing 
or carrying." "Helio" is a Greek word meaning "sun." 
The ancient Greeks used the semaphore and heliograph 
as a means of speedy communication. 

FOURTH DAY; Have several students read their lists of communi-

cation methods. Discuss these and explain to pupils how improved 

communications help to make the news in their newspaper as im-

mediate as it is; e. g., teletype, Telstar, wirephoto, tele-

graph, radio-telephone. Use material available in any encyclo-

pedia or reference book. (Note; "tele" is a Greek word meaning 

"distance.") 

Homework Assignment; Have pupils clip an interesting sports 

story, or picture, to be brought to class tomorrow. 

FIFTH DAY: Teacher and class discuss clippings and kinds of 

sports reported in the paper each day—baseball, football, 

hockey, tennis, bowling, boxing, etc. Also discuss the classi-

fication of sports--professional and amateur-spectator, seasonal, 

participation, etc. (Note: See Editorial Purpose.) 
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Homework Assignment: Read at least one editorial. Look up the 

definition of unfamiliar words. 

SIXTH DAY; Teacher introduces the Editorial Page (page of 

opinions). Discuss the difference between fact, opinion, prop-

aganda, commentary, political cartoons, letters to the editor. 

Discuss the difference between front page news and editorial 

writing. 

Homework Assignment: Write a brief editorial commenting on 

some important news of the day. Some students may prefer to 

draw a cartoon. Younger pupils may be asked to build sentences 

from the previous night's vocabulary list. 

SEVENTH DAY: Today, discuss "Freedom of the Press." Have 

students tell what they think it means. Point out that it not 

only means a reasonable freedom for the newspapers, it also 

means "the right of the people to know." Use some of the 

following quotes if desirable: 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 1783: "If men are to be 
precluded from offering their sentiments on 
a matter, which may involve the most serious 
and alarming consequences that can invite 
the consideration of mankind, reason is of 
no use to us; the freedom of speech may be 
taken away, and dumb and silent we may be 
led, like sheep, to the slaughter." 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, 1938: "A free press 
is essential to us as a people and to the 
maintenance of our form of government. That 
is an axiom from which no thoughtful person 
will dissent." 
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JOHN F. KENNEDY, 1962: "...there is a terrific 
disadvantage not to have the abrasive quality 
of the press applied to you daily, to an admin-
istration, even though we never like it, and 
even though we wish they didn't write it, and 
even though we disapprove, there isn't any 
doubt that we could not do the job at all in 
a free society without a very, very active 
press." 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL, 1935: "A free press 
is the unsleeping guardian of every other 
right that freemen prize, it is the most 
dangerous foe of tyranny." 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, 1948: "Never do anything 
in secret or anything that you would wish to 
hide. For the desire to hide anything means 
that you are afraid, and fear is a bad thing 
and unworthy of you...privacy, of course, we 
may have and should have, but that is a very 
different thing from secrecy." 

Discuss "privacy" and "secrecy." What is the news-

paper's responsibility in this area. 

Homework Assignment: Write five reasons why it is important to 

have a free press. Or, write a paragraph on "What We Mean by 

Freedom of the Press." 

EIGHTH DAY: Introduce briefly Financial and Business news. 

Have pupils state in class what sections of business news might 

be of interest to different kinds of business men; e. g., live-

stock reports to the farmer, shipping news to the exporter and 

importer, stock market quotations to the broker and investor, 

etc. This particular discussion can have a wide range of depth 

dependent upon the individual grade levels. 
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Homework Assignment; This is a pleasant assignment for the 

pupils. Have them read the comic strips at night, and write 

a short essay on their favorite comic strip and give reasons 

for their choice. 

NINTH DAY; Discuss the merits of certain comic strips and 

compare them to political cartoons on the editorial page. 

Which comic strips are humorous and which are adventurous and 

exciting? Are some comics silly? Out-of-date? 

Homework Assignment; Have pupils write a one-page paper on 

the general subject of "Advertising" using material found in 

their reference books at home. 

TENTH DAY; Discuss advertising as a kind of news. Have one 

or two pupils read their paper written the night before. Once 

ads were mixed in with news on the front page. Now their use 

by newspapers is more orderly. 

Display Ads—Compare with show window in a store. 
Ads display ideas as well as specific products, 
services and prices. Discuss institutional, 
national, retail ads, legal notices, and govern-
ment announcement and public service ads. 

Classified or "Want-Ad"—A market place in your 
newspaper for buyer and seller. Point out to 
class that without advertising revenue, news-
papers could not afford to be self-supporting 
and, therefore, free to print the news honestly 
and fearlessly. 
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Homework Assignment; Write a classified ad for something you 

wish to buy or sell, or offer a service which you can sell, 

such as babysitting, mowing lawns, etc. 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY: Sometime early in your work with the LIVING 

TEXTBOOK, you will want to discuss the five W's of a news 

story: Who, What, Where, When, Why—and sometimes How. Write 

on the blackboard for pupils to copy and memorize: 

My Six Servants 

I keep six honest serving men 
(They taught me all I knew) 
Their names are What and Why and When 
And How and Where and Who. 

— T h e Elephant's Child 
by Rudyard Kipling 

Have pupils write a news story of about 100 words 

telling about an interesting incident. Subject can be about 

imaginary people or someone they know. The heading for this 

story should be written as if it were a newspaper headline. 

Discuss headings—explore them as examples of conveying main 

idea of story briefly. 
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THE NEWSPAPER DAY 

Arrangements to visit a newspaper office and plant 

with the pupils should be made as soon as possible. If the 

visit is not feasible because of the school's distance from a 

publishing center, the teacher can arrange for a talk by a 

newspaper representative who will come to the school. Have 

the pupils study the list of newspaper terminology (See back 

of manual) in preparation for talk by newspaper representative, 

or before their visit to the plant. Encourage them to ask 

questions. Some questions which might be raised for discus-

sion are: 

1) Where does the paper's supply of news-
print come from? 

2) How much newsprint and ink are used by 
the newspaper? 

3) How much does it cost to produce a 
single newspaper? 

4) How fast can the newspapers be printed? 

5) What is the circulation of the paper, 
and what is the furthest point to which 
the paper has been sent? 

6) What are some of the career opportunities 
with the paper? 
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THE FIRST GRADE 

The teacher of first year boys and girls has a multi-

tude of unique opportunities. None can prove more exciting to 

her, or for her class, than the systematic approach to an 

appreciation of the daily newspaper. Every first grade teacher 

should read something each day to her class from the newspaper. 

Of course, local happenings are always of prime importance; 

however, the interest, or curiosity, of beginning pupils has 

no "outer limits." Read two or three brief articles every day. 

Discuss unusual photos. Cartoons from the comic pages will 

provoke much discussion. 

Look for stories about the president, governor, mayor, 

or other local officials. Always make use of stories about 

boys and girls, pets, and articles usable for lessons on safety. 

Perhaps no more than 5 or 10 minutes will be available for your 

LIVING TEXTBOOK, but you will be pleased at the increased in-

terest from day to day. Make it an exciting adventure each day. 

Begin by saying, "I wonder if anyone you know is in our paper 

today," or when an unusual bit of news has occurred,"Do you 

know what happened last night? It was something very important." 

Any of these "openers," plus those of your own choosing, will 

provide sufficient motivation for your news time. 

A daily bulletin board of headlines, photos, etc., 

will be appropriate. Let the children bring articles from 

their newspaper at home for this purpose. The LIVING TEXTBOOK 
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can become a most interesting "show and tell" activity. Each 

day, let one child tell "what's happening" in his favorite 

comic strip. Let them cut large numbers (from grocery ads) 

and large capital letters (from headlines) corresponding to 

the numbers and letters they are learning in class. 

First grade youngsters will be eager to "talk about" 

the newspaper. Even at this early stage, you have an excel-

lent opportunity to encourage the expression of opinions. You 

can feel free to ask the question, "What do you think about 

so-and-so?" 

Ask students to tell one news item they saw on tele-

vision or heard on radio. Have them look for certain kinds of 

pictures in their paper at home. These could be brought to 

class for possible use in scrapbooks. 

As a first grade teacher, you will place many tools 

of learning in the hands of your pupils. Few of them will be 

used for as long as nine months. Most of them will not even be 

used for one semester. The LIVING TEXTBOOK will be used for 

the rest of the child's life. You have an important role as 

the one who will possibly make the first formal introduction 

of the press to the child. 
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THE LIVING TEXTBOOK AS USED IN INDIVIDUAL READING PROGRAMS 

The purposes of reading are to gain information and 

to provide opportunities for the enrichment of one's life. 

These can be achieved in a number of ways--one of which is by 

means of an individualized reading program. This approach is 

one in which the child is taught at his own reading level with 

a source of materials from which he himself chooses with 

teacher guidance. This element of self-selection has great 

appeal, but demands a stimulating variety of materials in 

order to meet the wide range of interests and needs within a 

given group. The identification of interests becomes the key 

to the entire program through which the various reading skills 

are taught and reinforced with the ultimate end being an ex-

tension of the use of these skills into broader and richer 

reading for both added information and recreation. 

A look at a range of reading interests within a typi-

cal classroom might include: 

a) science g) music 
b) pets h) art 
c) sports i) humor 
d) travel j) religion 
e) finance k) industry 

f) hobbies 1) personalities 

What better source is there to help meet the needs of 

this wide range of interests than the newspaper with its numer-

ous feature articles and other forms of stimulating daily infor-

mation? Perhaps the strongest defense (if any is needed) for 

the use of the newspaper is the freshness of the materials it 
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provides in its daily contributions. Current science writing, 

for example, is available only in the daily press. 

Another advantage for its use is the quantity and 

variety of the selections which can be collected and catalogued 

according to reading level and interest area. The inexpensive-

ness of this program is still another factor to be considered 

when need dictates such a sizable assemblage. 

As in a directed basal reading program, so also in 

the individualized one, the skills must take place in order to 

prepare the child to be able to attack broader and more diffi-

cult materials. From the simplest pre-reading skills, through 

the more inclusive phonetic and structural analysis skills, to 

the most challenging comprehension and critical reading skills, 

the LIVING TEXTBOOK can make most significant contributions. 

I. THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRE-READING SKILLS 

In individualized reading, as in any other type of 

reading program, "readiness" is a basic necessity. Before a 

child can learn to read he must want to read, and he must pos-

sess certain prerequisite skills, among which are: visual and 

auditory discrimination, visual-motor coordination, left to 

right progression, and sequence of events. Any teacher involved 

with the development of all these usually welcomes every avail-

able aid, and as a creative approach, we suggest the use of the 

LIVING TEXTBOOK and offer the following activities for the 

development of readiness. 
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A. To read the paper like Daddy—how wonderful! 
True, the newspaper will be awkward for the 
child to handle, but that is no obstacle— 
that's a challenge! Give each child his 
own newspaper. Let him handle it, turn 
pages, make comments or ask questions about 
anything he wishes. These individual res-
ponses will help the teacher, also adding 
insight into each child's experimental 
background, which is a major factor in 
readiness to learn. 

B. Have the class select a particular picture 
they all like from the newspaper. The 
teacher will mount this on a chart. Let 
the group make up a story about the pic-
ture, which the teacher will write on the 
chart and read to the class from time to 
time. 

C. Let each child choose pictures individ-
ually from his own newspaper and make up 
his own chart story about it. (Some may 
do well to have only a one-sentence chart 
story.) 

11. DEVELOPING VISUAL DISCRIMINATION 

The illustrative content of the paper is so varied in 

subject matter, in size, and in complexity, that it is certain 

to contain pictures that are suitable to any child's level of 

interest and ability to understand. He can progress easily 

from the most simple exercise in visual discrimination to the 

more complex—from a large simple picture in an uncluttered 

background of print to a small picture set in a.page full of 

similar objects in which he has no personal interest. From 

experiences in visual discrimination by means of pictures, the 

child will advance to letter and then to word discrimination in 

programmed succession. 
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The teacher will need to cut up her newspapers to 

provide a large quantity of pictures which the children will 

need to find in their own newspaper pages. They should be 

numbered in sequence with a big, bold numeral in the upper 

righthand corner. The single newspaper page from the pupil's 

paper on which the picture will be found should be torn out 

and numbered in the same manner with the corresponding number. 

The good supply of pictures at each level of difficulty will 

make provision for individual differences and allow each child 

to set his own learning pace. 

A. Give the pupil his single newspaper page 
on which appears the picture which the 
teacher has mounted and placed before 
him to match with his own picture and 
cut and paste on a paper the color of 
hers and numbered like hers. 

B. Test the children's ability to make 
quick visual discrimination by holding 
up a picture and having them give a 
multiple response by holding up their 
matching pictures. 

C. When having the children use their news-
papers to find matching letters of the 
alphabet, and later on, matching words, 
the teacher might print the letter to 
be found on the board, name it, and 
challenge the children to find as many 
as possible on any one page they wish 
and circle the letters with a red 
crayon. Then let them count the num-
ber of circles and write the number at 
the top. 
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Ill. DEVELOPING AUDITORY DISCRIMINATION 

Reading requires not only visual discrimination but 

also auditory discrimination. The mounted pictures the child-

ren made in connection with developing visual discrimination 

may be used to good advantage in the development of auditory 

discrimination. 

A. Have children spread out several pictures 
on their desks. Have them point to some-
thing in one of the pictures—give the 
initial sound--find another object be-
ginning with the same sound, etc. 

B. Use only one picture. The teacher says 
a word that rhymes with a prominent 
object in one of the pictures, and the 
children will see who can find the 
object with which it rhymes. 

C. Students who are fairly proficient in 
identifying rhyming words might find two 
things that rhyme; e. g., toy-boy, man-
pan. He could paste these pairs in a 
little booklet titled "Things That Rhyme." 

IV- DEVELOPING LEFT TO RIGHT PROGRESSION 

The ability to follow something with the eyes in left 

to right progression is a prerequisite skill for learning to 

read. 

Have children follow headlines with 
finger, left to right, between column 
lines. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

The development of the skill of arranging a story in 

a logical sequence of events is one of the major responsibil-

ities of the pre-reading program also. Comic strips offer ex-

cellent material for achieving this. 
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V I» COMPREHENSION 

Comprehension, of course, is the ultimate goal at all 

levels of any reading program, including the pre-reading stage. 

The newspaper has unlimited possibilities for challenging the 

pupil regardless of his initial comprehensive ability when 

starting the program. The extension of the child's skill in 

comprehension depends upon his exposure and subsequent ability 

to handle effectively many different types of writing. The 

LIVING TEXTBOOK is an excellent source of a variety of material 

for careful reading and interpretation by the student. 
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USING THE LIVING TEXTBOOK IN THE PRIMARY GRADES 

The daily newspaper can, and should, become as famil-

iar to the primary pupil as is the family television set, for 

newspapers in the classroom, used constructively, can create 

a quickening of the mind and a more general activation of the 

senses than that afforded by television, or radio alone. 

In introducing the LIVING TEXTBOOK to the primary 

grade child, it is treated here as a medium of instruction 

through pleasant activity centering on (a) pictures, (b) games, 

(c) story-telling, (d) make work, (e) dramatizations, (f) show 

and tell, (g) floor talks, (h) scrap books, and (i) beginning 

activities in math, social studies, and language arts. 

After examining the suggested uses here, many other 

worthwhile and instructive activities will present themselves 

to the teacher of primary grades; and, such teachers are urged 

to experiment in the use of the daily newspaper as a "starting 

point" in the teaching of upper elementary subject areas in 

depth. 

Suggestions: 

1. Children are interested in pictures and the news-

paper is replete with pictures, illustrations, cartoons, and 

comics. These may be cut out by the pupils, and used in many 

ways. 

a) They can be used for coloring. 
b) They can be pasted on colored paper 

and used as flash cards, or as a 
frieze to tell a story. 
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c) Paste-ups can be perforated and 
strung together to make a comic 
book or picture book. 

d) Many papers have junior puzzles 
and articles and these can be 
clipped for a variety of uses. 

2. The newspaper applies number concepts to the 

pupil's world in a functional way. Not only numbers but words 

express quantitative relationships and help develop a number 

sense. It is from such words that the primary child begins to 

think quantitatively as he asks, "How many of these?" or "How 

much is that?" Note the expressions below taken from news-

paper advertisements: 

Concepts of size: biggest, greatest, larger, 
tall, short, small, above average, trial size, 
full size 

Concepts of location: low, high, top, bottom, 
under, near 

Concepts of quantity: minimum, maximum, most, 
many, all, few 

Concepts of time: famous for 30 years, today, 
tomorrow, next week, Fall, Spring, Summer, 
Winter, Season, this week, this year 

Concepts of value: 100% virgin wool, feather 
light, all silk, full width, true weight 

Expressions that convey ideas of variation, 
balance, relationships and precision are also 
quantitive in nature. 

In developing a "number sense" through number recog-

nition, have the pupils count pages, columns on a page, articles 

on a page and headlines on a page. Make much use of the gro-

cery ads. The large numbers used here are excellent for 

younger children. 
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Have the children cut out advertisements displaying 

rooms of furniture for pasting and mounting. Ask the children 

to answer: How many pieces of furniture are there in the bed-

room? In the dining room? In the living room? Kitchen? The 

pictures can then be exchanged among the pupils. 

Cut objects from pictures in comic sections or ad-

vertisements. Arrange objects in groups, such as two dogs, 

four boys, six chairs, etc. Later, have the children paste 

the groups on cardboard for flash card exercises. Write num-

bers in words from one to twenty. Match these words with 

numbers cut from the newspaper. 

Use advertisements showing various kinds of wearing 

apparel. Ask children to count the number of slippers, coats, 

hats, etc., used in the advertisement. Select one display ad-

vertisement for each child. Ask children to draw circles with 

green crayon around five numbers; place circles around another 

group of numbers with blue crayon, etc. Have pupils copy the 

numbers of similar color and add them. The numbers may also 

be read by the child from the advertisement for black-board 

exercises. Make a calendar from figures cut from the newspaper. 

Ask children to cut sale prices from the newspaper 

and paste them on a piece of paper. Practice reading numbers 

in dollars and cents. Construct simple problems in addition 

and subtraction from sales ads of toys. Drill on saying "and" 

for the "cents" point. Cut out many large letters of uniform 
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size from headlines and advertisements. Build the words "one," 

"two," "three," and up to "twenty" from the letters. Paste 

them on cardboard for flash cards. 

Have children cut pictures of food products usually 

purchased in a grocery store or supermarket with prices at-

tached. Mount these individual "ads" on cardboard. Then 

arrange them attractively on the bulletin boards for playing 

store. 

Certain outer-directed concepts and appreciations 

are developed through the use of a newspaper. Services and 

people that make up a community are introduced through pictures 

in the newspaper, and these can be cut out and made into a 

booklet. During rainy-day recesses, picture books illustrating 

various types of sports, pets, zoos, parks, the circus, big 

cities and forms of transportation can be constructed. 

In the primary grades, the LIVING TEXTBOOK makes a 

remarkable contribution to the "self-expression" and "conversa-

tional" abilities of the child. This "practice" provides an 

excellent foundation for the child's future participation in 

classroom discussions. The pupil may know, but can he make it 

known that he knows? Daily discussion of what the newspaper 

knows will prepare the child to communicate what he knows. 

The teacher of primary grades will develop and initi-

ate many uses for the newspaper in the classroom that will be 

interesting and instructive for her pupils. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES FOR THE PRIMARY CLASSROOM 

1. Dramatize incidents in their favorite comic strips. 

2. Clip and paste on cardboard, pictures of birds, animals, etc, 
to be placed on the ledge of your chalk board. 

3. Use pictures to help in the study of phonetics. Find pic-
tures of things that (1) begin with the same sounds, (2) end 
with the same sounds, (3) contain a little word—and, on, 
an, end. 

4. Circle kinds of news found on the front page. Use red cra-
yon for world news, blue crayon for national news, and green 
crayon for local news, etc. 

5. Clip words from the headlines in large print and paste on 
paper. Write several sentences using each word. 

6. Write headlines for nursery rhymes. "Old Mother Hubbard"— 
Family is Starving; "Old Woman in the Shoe"—House Condi-
tions Very Bad; "Little Jack Horner"—A Surprise Pie. 

7. Clip and mount a picture. Ask a student to discuss what 
is happening. Let them write their own story about the 
picture. The younger children might wish to dictate a 
story to the teacher. 

8. Using a large wall map of the world, pin articles in this 
proper area. You might find it easy to place pictures and 
articles around the map, and then connect the article to 
the proper location by use of ribbons. Different colored 
ribbons could denote local, national, or international 
significance. 

9. Paste news clippings on brown wrapping paper each week to 
make a two, or four, page weekly paper. 

10. Let the students plan a puppet play. Use only one or two 
characters, and let the play portray how they took part in 
the news. 

11. Keep a bulletin board of "Faces in the News." Pupils may 
be asked questions about these from time to time. Older 
students may be able to write one or two paragraphs about 
them. 

12. Let the students keep scrapbooks of special educational 
features in the newspaper. 
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The teacher of the first three grades must keep in 

mind her responsibility in helping a child to develop his 

ability to communicate. If, in his early years, she can help 

him to acquire knowledge, form opinions of these facts, and 

develop an ability to express his opinions to other people, 

she will be doing much to contribute to his future scholastic 

success. Primary like to look at, to talk about, and to read 

the newspaper. It is something they hav^ found to be very 

important to mother and father, and the adult appeal cannot 

be denied. Teachers must also keep the changing world con-

stantly in the minds of all pupils, regardless of age. Not 

one day should go by during which the students are not made 

aware of the big things that are happening. 
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TO THE TEACHER OF ELEMENTARY SOCIAL STUDIES 

THREE WARNINGS; 

1. Avoid rigidity. Avoid any current events block 

of time at the beginning or end of the social studies class 

period. We don't want to develop the misconception that this 

is the only opportunity for the utilization of current 

information. 

Avoid trivia. Help your class develop a clear 

sense of purpose about the use of newspaper information as 

related to the social studies curriculum. 

3. Don't expect the newspaper to be the ideal solu-

tion to the many needs for revision in the social studies 

curriculum. There is no single solution to such a complex 

problem. 

THREE NEEDS: 

1. Help youngsters develop some understanding of 

the process by which news evolves into print. 

2. Help youngsters develop an understanding of the 

many human decisions involved in assembling the news (from 

the cub reporter's stumbling questions to the chief editorial 

writer). Let them see the newspaper as the end result of col-

lective decisions, if not always collective wisdom! 

3. Help youngsters sense the great complexity of 

events. Let us not make the mistake of attempting to over-

simplify causation. 
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RHODE ISLAND SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM AIMS '61-62 

1. To develop an understanding of the world, its 

physical and human composition and one's involvement in it. 

2. To understand and appreciate democratic values 

in human relations—the development and potential of these 

values throughout the world. This includes a respect for the 

unique quality and worth of each individual, regard for his 

rights as a dissenter, and the uses of democratic processes 

for the resolution of conflicts and tensions and for achieving 

consensus on improvement. 

3. To acquire functional information, concepts and 

valid generalizations about man's physical environment and his 

varied political, social, and economic institutions that serve 

to carry out human needs and desires. 

4. To gain information about and appreciation for 

the spiritual, aesthetic, and religious currents which con-

tribute to the mainstream of civilization. The broad aim here 

is to create an awareness of and sensitivity to the interac-

tions and contributions of seemingly alien cultures. 

5. To develop, through the utilization of instruc-

tional materials suitable to the social studies, skills and 

techniques essential for critical thinking about human behav-

ior and relationships. 

THE LIVING TEXTBOOK, USED DAILY IN THE SOCIAL STUDIES 

CLASSROOM CAN DO MUCH TO ASSIST IN THE FULFILLMENT OF THE ABOVE 

STATED AIMS. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

History - Geography 

As you make plans for using the daily newspaper with 

your work in the area of social studies, please keep in mind 

the following ways in which the newspaper can help you in the 

development of basic concepts: 

1. Provides additional information about a 
particular subject 

2. Keeps students aware of current happenings— 
locally, nationally, and internationally 

3. Helps students grow in their understanding 
of human relationships 

4. Provides a means of correlating the past 
and present 

The outline of suggested procedures, ideas, and topics 

for discussion is, of course, by no means complete. From the 

basis of their own experience, teachers will want to expand and 

adapt these lessons to the particular needs of the class, and 

also suggest additional activities. 

Besides utilizing bulletin boards and scrapbooks, 

part of the daily program should be taken up with oral reports, 

panel discussions, debates, interviews, open-class discussions, 

etc. 

The following are suggestions for scrapbook themes: 

Famous men and women The President of U. S. 
Natural Resources The United Nations 
Occupations and Industries Political Parties of U.S. 
Recreation and Sports The Important Industry of 
Our State Leaders Our State 
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LINK THE PRESENT WITH THE PAST; Impress upon the students that 

in most instances there is a definite relationship between past 

and present events. Select an article from a news story which 

has been developing for a number of days. Point out how it is 

necessary to have read the foregoing articles to fully under-

stand the latest article. Show how in a similar manner one 

must understand the past in order to get the full implications 

of much of the current news. 

Articles from, current newspapers which may be used to 

show what the link between the past and present may be about: 

Supreme Court Decisions Political Parties 
Civil Rights Union Activities 

Space Explorations Education 

History is the story of what has happened in the past— 

and also what is happening now. Boys and girls a hundred years 

from now may be studying about something you are seeing today 

in your newspaper. 

The only difference is: You're reading about it only 

minutes or hours after it happened. It still is NEWS—an adven-

ture story. Sometimes it's an adventure story that is still 

going on, and nobody knows how it will end. 

Project: Have a scrapbook of the most important newspaper 

stories for one month and try to decide whether some of these— 

and which ones—will be mentioned in history books in the year 

2060. Classmates can debate their choices, and perhaps decide 

whether they would be good historians. 



Project: Let's make our newspaper bring the places of the 

world closer together for us. From the newspaper clip head-

lines on the day's major news. Then put a map of the world on 

the wall. Thumbtack each headline to the map beside the city 

from which the story came. Do this every day. It will let 

the pupils see where their newspaper "comes from." It will 

make those strange far away cities seem more real. 

Project: Study the newspaper for a month. Clip every story 

which, for example, is about your City Council. Then let 

pupils describe in their own words (or write in a paper) what 

the Council did during that month and how the lives of those 

who live in your city may be changed by it. 

Proj ect: Study page one of your newspaper. Try to decide why 

the editor rated the stories in the order in which he did. 

Then let students "play editor." Let them pick the ten most 

interesting events in your school in the last week and list 

them in the order of importance which they think they have. 

Give reasons for the order chosen. 

Project: Have individual pupils trace some continuing event 

in the newspaper for a month. Clip the articles and make a 

display for their classmates. Show how the articles grew 

longer or shorter during the month and how they moved onto or 

off page one as the event grew more or less important. 
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OTHER IDEAS: 

1. News Evaluation—Plan a bulletin board with two 

sections: 

WE VIEW WITH ALARM 
WE VIEW WITH PRIDE 

Have the students clip headlines each day, placing 

them under the proper title. 

2. Relating yesterday with today: 

Yesterday Today 
Opening of toll roads Turnpikes 
Development of steamboat Atomic ships 
Gold discovery -Uranium findings 
First air flights Astronauts 
U. S. Constitution School club charter 

Articles of Confederation United Nations 

3. Learn the faces of personalities in the news. 

Mount pictures of men in the news. Learn their names, coun-

tries, and contributions to society. 

4. QUESTION MAP: Place a large question mark on a 

certain spot on a world map. Children respond by telling the 

current news from that spot. 

5. Clip and save headlines for an entire week. On 

Friday pass these out—one per student—and have them report 

on the story to which that headline refers. 

6. Teacher should read (at least scan) paper before 

class time. Write 10 questions on the board covering news 

throughout the paper. Each pupil is asked to locate the ans-

wers and write as many as possible in a limited amount of time. 
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7. Make a large calendar of the month. Each day 

post the most important news headline. At the end of each 

month select the headline most important to a yearly calendar. 

8. Follow campaigns and elections. Assign students 

to individual candidates for weekly reports on their progress. 

9. Follow the debate and passage of a bill through 

Congress. 

10. Make a city scrapbook. Collect pictures, arti-

cles, and other items on selected cities (or possibly a state). 

This should be a 6 or 12 week project. Each student should 

have a separate locale to study. 

11. A topical scrapbook. Students may choose topics 

from the social studies area currently being studied; e. g.: 

OUR NATION'S CAPITOL 
OUR CONGRESS 
INVENTIONS OF OUR COUNTRY 
A FAMOUS PERSON 

12. Clip articles relating to legislative, judicial, 

or executive branches of government. Place on posters, in 

scrapbooks, or regular notebooks. 

13. Clip and file articles on a particular country 

for at least a month. Use as a basis for a paper to be written, 

14. Clip all pictures of famous people for at least 

two or three weeks, then play "name the face." A student may 

ask for three "clues" before giving his answer. 

15. Each day, drop important news items in a box. 

On Friday, have each student draw one from the box and discuss 

it for his classmates. 
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16. Have a "radio skit" on Friday. Let a committee 

of pupils present the highlights of the week's news—foreign, 

sports, society, etc. 

17. Let members of the class serve as representa-

tives of different nations. On one day each week, let them 

report the news of their nation. (United Nations study) 

18. On rainy days, pupils will enjoy playing 

"Charades" and acting out the news for others. 

19. Have mock interviews with personalities being 

studied in the text. (Reporter style interview) 

20. Study all graphs, charts, etc. Discuss increase 

of population (where, how fast, why), government spending 

(local, state, and national), and cost of living index. 

21. Weekly bulletin boards, e.g.: 

AMERICAN FREEDOMS Bill of Rights 
Declaration of Independence 
Constitution 
A Newspaper 

COMMUNICATION telephone, telegraph, radio, 

television, newspaper 

22. Have students do individual research on important 

men in journalism: 
Peter Zenger William Randolph Hearst 
Horace Greeley Edward W. Scripps 
Joseph Pulitzer Ernie Pyle 
Damon Runyon William Allen White 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 

Reading, writing, speaking and listening--these are 

the activities of the language arts program. The use of the 

LIVING TEXTBOOK will enrich these areas of study. Your news-

paper tries to be simple. It wants to be understood easily 

by everyone who reads, so it avoids hard words and long sen-

tences. Whenever a "hard" or "strange" word does appear, it 

is in its proper context and is much more easily absorbed by 

the pupil. The newspaper provides a meaningful expansion of 

vocabulary. The child is learning spelling, definition, and 

usage at the same time. The primary child will learn words 

in this manner, which would normally not appear in spelling 

or vocabulary lists until junior high or later. 

The greatest writers and speakers who have ever 

lived, have done so in a simple style. The better we are able 

to do this (write simply, and say exactly what we mean), the 

better we will be understood in the world. We must be under-

stood to live in this world. Communication is essential to 

survival, and communication development is the result of 

language arts skills. 

A newspaper can be used to study creative writing, 

contemporary essays, public speeches, spelling, vocabulary, 

letter writing, the biographies of living people, and the gram-

matical structure of the English language. 
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The newspaper can be used effectively in developing 

writing skills because its makeup lends itself to the develop-

ment of comprehension, to experimenting with different types 

of writing, and to developing long-term projects. 

Understanding of words like "cutline," "lead," and 

"byline" is made easier by having pupils find and write exam-

ples of each. Study sentence structure used by different 

writers, noting verbals, phrases, clauses, capitalization, 

punctuation, and vocabulary. Style may be discussed with 

effective results. The importance of the use of quotations so 

as to weigh evidence and avoid the use of unsupportable material 

also may be discussed. 

Outlining may be introduced through the LIVING TEXT-

BOOK. The student is interested in the timely subject matter 

found in the newspaper, so the mechanics of outlining are more 

easily mastered. Since the outline separates main ideas, sub-

heads and subpoints, the writing of a summary is no longer a 

dull chore for the student. 
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THE LIVING TEXTBOOK AS USED WITH READING ACTIVITIES 

1. READING CLUB: Many elementary schools have clubs 

for pupils who meet for 30-45 minutes before, or after, school 

for the purpose of reading and discussing the newspaper. This 

may be once, or twice, a week, or it may be a daily program. 

Teachers rotate the responsibility of leading these discussion 

groups. The daily program is preferred in schools where the 

LIVING TEXTBOOK is not used in regular classes. 

2. Collect antonyms and synonyms for words selected 

from the newspaper. Collect words with different connotations, 

such as: angry words, happy words, sad, exciting/colorful, etc. 

3. When studying phonetics, find pictures of things 

beginning with the same sounds, ending with the same sounds, 

etc. 

4. Copy headlines. Determine meaning of "new" 

words. Keep individual "word boxes" for new words studied by 

the class. 

5. At least once a week, allow the students to read 

articles to the class. These may be from the sports pages, 

front page, or any section of interest to the pupil. 

6. The LIVING TEXTBOOK has a definite advantage in 

a reading program involving a wide variety of reading levels. 

Few teachers would dispute the fact that no matter how low the 

reading level, the pupil will still be found "devouring" the 

latest comic book. The newspaper not only provides the "comic 
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book," it does so as a point of departure to the sports, front 

page, and eventually the editorial. If a child can only "look 

at the pictures," it is better to have him doing it in a news-

paper which will allow for unlimited progress. 

7. In the summer of 196 5, 743 academically retarded 

13-year olds in Washington, D. C., were enrolled in a reading 

clinic. They had been transferred out of elementary school 

because of their age, but most were reading at second, third 

and fourth grade levels. The object was to help them do junior 

high work. Reading materials consisted of newspapers and maga-

zines only. 

The students showed an average of more than one year's 

reading gain during a six-week program, with some gaining as 

much as three years' reading growth. A by-product of the pro-

gram was the improvement in the youngsters' attitude and atten-

dance patterns, which the clinic's director termed as important 

as the gains in reading. The effectiveness of the program has 

been attributed largely to the newspaper's concern with subjects 

in which the students are interested. 
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THE LIVING TEXTBOOK AS USED WITH WRITING ACTIVITIES 

1. Clip headline words. Mount on paper. Write 

sentences using these words. Sheets of words and sentences 

may be made into a vocabulary booklet. 

2. Underline new words in an article. Use these 

words as a dictionary assignment. Combine this with a spelling 

assignment. Keep these in a notebook or file box. 

3. Clip articles and underline words of comparison, 

description, action, etc. Use these words in original 

sentences. 

4. Mount pictures from advertisements. Underneath 

each picture, write 5 or 10 descriptive sentences. Make a 

scrapbook of editorial cartoons. Under each cartoon have the 

students write a paragraph telling what they think the cartoon 

means. 

5. Retype an interesting article WITHOUT THE PUNCTUA-

TION. Use an overhead projector to place it on a screen. Have 

students re-write and punctuate correctly. 

6. Study news articles for uses of quotations, capi-

talizations, punctuation, proper names, dates, addresses, money, 

etc. 

7. For teachers working with parts of speech, news 

articles may be used for underlining any part of speech, kind 

of clause, phrase, or any other concept of grammatical structure. 
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8. Write descriptive sentences for news pictures. 

Write slogans for advertisements. 

9. Write personal letters to news personalities? e.g., 

ball players, entertainers, politicians, etc. 

10. Write a character sketch about any cartoon 

character. 

11. Younger pupils may clip and mount on cardboard 

large news photos. Have them write a short paragraph telling 

what has happened, is happening, and will happen. 

12. Choose a person in the news and write a feature 

article. 

13. Have an exercise in writing different headlines 

for stories. 

14. After reading and discussing an article, have 

students underline the what, where, when, who, why, and how 

of the article. 

15. Once each week give each pupil a headline clipped 

from the paper during the week. Have him write the news story 

to go with it. 
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THE LIVING TEXTBOOK AS USED WITH SPEAKING ACTIVITIES 

1. Have pupils prepare "floor talks" from news 

articles. 

2. Dramatize the comic strips. 

3. Have a panel discussion on comic strips comment-

ing on the title, artist, subject matter, faults, merits, 

appeal to boys, girls, adults, etc. 

4. Once each week, have a news summary (radio style) 

including sportscasters, foreign correspondents, society, etc. 

5. Write and dramatize original playlets based on 

current news. 

6. Have buzz sessions, followed by class discussion 

on ways pupils can help with current problems; e.g., "Keeping 

America Beautiful." 

7. Tape the voices of pupils as they read articles. 

Check for good diction, proper enunciation, and correct 

pronunciation. 
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THE LIVING TEXTBOOK AS USED WITH LISTENING ACTIVITIES 

1. Listen for, and tell or list the sequence of 

events in an article. 

2. Listen to news items and tell whether they help, 

entertain, inform, etc. 

3. Listen to articles and tell whether it is local, 

national, international in scope. 

4. Listen to articles and classify statements ac-

cording to facts and opinions. 

5. Listen for parts of an article giving a solution 

to a problem. 

6. Listen to an article and illustrate your under-

standing by drawing pictures, writing titles, writing leads, 

or rewriting in your own words. 

7. Listen for beginning and ending sounds, descrip-

tive words, action words, color words, words repeated several 

times, etc. 

In another field of language endeavor we find that a 

comparison between the child's paper, the weekly reader, and 

the adult paper brings a better understanding of both. 

a) Both have front page news stories, sports, 
science information, crossword puzzles, 
cartoons, etc. 

b) The weekly reader has tests on material 
covered in the daily paper and suggestions 
for self improvement. 

c) The daily paper has birth and death an-
nouncements, advertisements, and reviews 
of movies, books, concerts, etc. 
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September after September rolls around with almost 

frightening regularity. Each time it presents us with the 

same challenge. How can this class grow more between Septem-

ber and June than any other class has? One tool that will 

help stimulate this desired growth is the newspaper. 

In no field is the connection more obvious than that 

between the newspaper and the language arts. Activities are 

almost unlimited when it comes to using the newspaper as a 

supplementary text for language study. 

Each personal affair of each individual pupil does 

have its counterpart in the newspaper content. We need to use 

the LIVING TEXTBOOK to awaken a feeling of community belonging 

and sharing, to develop creative thought and endeavor, and to 

promote all language skills. 
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MATHEMATICS 

As we include the following suggested activities for 

use of the LIVING TEXTBOOK as supplementary material in the 

area of mathematics, our only purpose is to simply further the 

use of the fundamental processes and mathematical understand-

ings in problem solving. We do not propose a procedure of 

correlation with the "new math" programs now being used in 

most schools. 

To Promote Better Understanding of Mathematical Concepts 

1. Articles and advertisements in the paper can be 

used to: 

a) Figure grocery shopping lists 
b) Oral and written problems created by 

the pupil 
c) Read large numbers and time schedules 

2. Fractions and discounts and concepts thereof are 

developed through the use of the following: 

a) Recipes 
b) Advertisements—comparing sale, or 

discount prices with "regular" prices 
c) Percentage of savings through quantity 

purchases 

3. Measurements and their interpretations will grad-

ually develop the concept of: 

a) Linear 
b) Liquid 
c) Dry 
d) Square 

59 



4. Scale drawings and its common usage in recording 

progress of change can be readily understood by the study of: 

a) Routes 
b) Maps 

c) Plans 

5. Graphs—their importance in representing in 

brief form result capacity and shown by: 

a) Circles 
b) Lines 
c) Pictograph 

d) Bar graphs 

Ours is a world of mathematics, and it is becoming 

more so. As we reach toward space, we have new kinds of needs 

for the engineer, the scientist, and the math wizard. But 

math also has its part in the old familiar things--such as 

baseball. A .397 batting average may be many things, includ-

ing a ticket to the major leagues for such a hitter. But, 

first of all, it is a decimal fraction—-and one that nearly 

every boy alive can understand. Equally clear to every boy is 

the .500 standing of a team that has won 12 games and lost 12. 

Distance in miles of highways as shown in maps ap-

pearing in the newspaper, the cost of such projects; the 

weather temperatures as charted in the press; travel distance 

and costs per mile, as taken from the ads; classified ad 

charges on a per-word basis, and utility prices as revealed 

in the news are a few of the many possible study items. 
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Other areas of interest are: credit, down payment, 

installment, rate of interest, income, collateral, appraisal, 

security, budget, and repossession. Credit cards, banking 

charges, time-payments and auto-financing are easily related 

subjects. 

Use advertisements to compare prices of different 

products along with fractions and percentages. Make an ima-

ginary shopping list and total the costs of the items. Use a 

furniture store ad to determine the cost of furnishing a room 

in the home. Use clothing ads in determining the cost of a 

school wardrobe. 

Other Suggested Activities: 

1. Estimate the amounts of ingredients to use in a 

recipe on the Women's Page. 

a) Make one-third of a recipe. 
b) Make one-half of a recipe. 
c) Double a recipe. 

2. Practice reading and writing decimals. 

a) standing of teams in their leagues 
b) stock market reports 
c) cost of items in dollars and cents 
d) weather reports (change percentage 

form to decimals) 

3. Locate and read larger numbers. 

a) bank statements 
b) government appropriations 

c) speeds of aircraft 

4. Compare prices of the same product as advertised 

by different stores. Figure the percentage of savings. 
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5. Make graphs showing: wins and losses of teams, 

temperature variation for a month, number of births, marriages, 

divorces, etc. 

6. Study weather maps for a specified amount of time 

and determine average temperature. 

7. Select one airline advertisement. Determine: 

cost of travel per mile, cost of flight to destination, dis-

tance between cities. 

8. Use obituary to compute the average age of death 

for a day or week. 

9. Study market quotations on the financial page. 

a) Choose one stock and study it for a 
week or month. 

b) Pretend you have purchased 10 shares 
of this stock. Compute your per-
centage of gain, or loss, each day. 

c) Use $1,000 (figuratively speaking). 
Buy this amount of stock spread 
over several companies. Each week 
figure whether your investments have 
grown or shrunk. (Students may be 
permitted to trade shares with one 
another, buy, sell, etc. 

10. Make a comparative study of bank statements. 

Compare ratio of interest, liabilities, assets, loans, or 

other items listed. 

11. There are unlimited possibilities with the big 

full-page grocery ads each week. The underlying purpose in this 

is that the child not only learns something of the mechanics of 

mathematics, but he is also learning something of the cost of 

living, of feeding a family, and of basic American economy. 
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It should not be true that elementary children do not know the 

cost of a loaf of bread, gallon of milk, or a dozen eggs. 

12. Measure a full page in the newspaper. Determine 

length, width, perimeter, and area. 

13. In the "Help-Wanted" section, find a salary 

listed for a specific job. Determine the salary for a week, 

month, year, day, or hour. 

14. Use the newspaper to locate examples of graphs; 

e.g., line, bar, circle, and pictoral. 

15. Credit and installment buying, real estate, and 

money and banking are all excellent areas of study in math. 

In teaching measurement, fractions, averages, and 

percentages, it is found that problems constructed from news-

paper advertising or commodity news reports are more related 

to the pupil's frame of reference in terms of interest in a 

meaningful way. The teacher will discover that the retention 

of information is highest when the newspaper material is 

directly relevant to the student's studies. 
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SCIENCE 

The National Association of Science Writers sponsored 

a survey which learned that men prefer science to sports, and 

women prefer medical and health news to society while reading 

their daily newspaper. From newspapers, our adults get their 

"post-graduate education" in science and medicine. Today, 

science is a part of the world, not apart from it. Science 

influences all other aspects of life. 

It is vital that the classroom teacher get across the 

excitement of science to the pupils. Inform your students 

that young people are leading in the field of science. Get 

them to read science news every day. Correlate science stories 

with what they are studying. Satellites might be the route. 

Perhaps the space shots, astronauts, and the moon race would 

ignite the spark of interest. 

Science news in the papers is the first report the 

public gets about new discoveries. In fact, in most cases, 

this is the first word other scientists get about what is hap8*-

pening. The polio story broke first in the newspapers. Tech-

nical journals are from a month to three months behind the 

daily newspapers. 

How much does science news affect scientific research? 

A good example is the Salk polio vaccine. Officials have said 

that Salk vaccine was developed and accepted more readily than 
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any other vaccine because newspaper publicity got the co-

operation of parents in allowing their children to be 

inoculated. 

Consider the sociological importance of science news 

today. An informed citizenry is vital to making the right 

decisions. No one can support research on the level needed 

today except the government. The only way the government can 

do it is by act of Congress and the attitude of Congress is 

determined by the way people vote. 

Democracy needs informed students. An understanding 

of science begins in the classroom, but it will continue through 

their adult lives if they get interested in reading about sci-

ence in the newspapers. 

There is always a demand for up-to-date supplementary 

materials that present the latest scientific developments. The 

newspaper often, with pictures, tells the stories of new 

inventions and discoveries. Many times editorials cite the 

social implications of the new discoveries showing how they 

help determine our way of life. 

Big things are happening in the field of science every 

day. It is extremely important that the upper-elementary pupil 

has an opportunity to discuss these life-changing events as 

they occur. Young people must be kept abreast of current devel-

opments in the scientific field. They need to be familiar with 

personalities in the field of science. The LIVING TEXTBOOK will 
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make the above needs easy to meet and, at the same time, pro-

vide an abundance of classroom enrichment material. 

When Studying Personalities: 

1. Clip and file articles telling about outstanding 

scientists and their contributions. 

2. Prepare scrapbooks—"Who's Who in Science." Use 

pictures and articles clipped from each day's paper. 

3. Keep a bulletin board of personalities. 

4. Keep scrapbooks, notebooks, or just a file box 

on activities in science in foreign countries. 

5. Compare accomplishments of various countries in 

the realm of space. 

6. Dramatize the newspaper account of some scientific 

event. 

7. Make a scrapbook of .Nobel Prize winners, telling 

of their individual contributions to science. 

8. Visit local museums and planetarium. 

9. Have scientists from the local community visit 

your class. 

10. Have the science reporter from the newspaper talk 

with your students. 

11. Cut, mount, and arrange pictures of current "Faces 

of Science." Use as flash cards for identification purposes, 

or have pupils select one from a box, and make impromptu floor 

talks. 
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Staying Current With Science: 

1. Compare orbits of astronauts with cosmonauts. 

2. Collect articles showing how collaboration among 

research teams contributes to advancement in science. 

3. Discuss articles about forces changing the earth's 

surface: floods, winds, storms, earthquakes, etc. 

4. Assign group reports on specific diseases; e.g., 

cancer, arthritis, heart attacks, leukemia, etc. 

5. Collect pictures, news items, and feature stories 

and make a wall frieze. 

6. Keep running accounts of research on studies in 

such areas as the relation of smoking to cancer. 

7. Study the advertising claims of patent medicines. 

8. Keep files of new machinery in medicine. 

(Stories on local hospitals and major metropolitan medical cen-

ters will usually contain this information.) 

9. Prepare a science vocabulary as found in the news-

paper. Words such as protoplasm, nuclear, stratosphere, gases, 

meteorite, hybrid, and many others will appear daily. 

10. Study weather maps. 

11. Have a science news "broadcast." On regular weekly 

class "broadcasts" of current events, always include a special 

"Science News Reporter." 

12. Your daily newspaper will contain interesting 

news stories about computers, new techniques in surgery, experi-

ments with animals, air speed records, etc. 
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13. Clip articles for several days on a science fea-

ture—the sewing on of an arm, open heart surgery, tissue or 

limb transplants, etc. Have pupils write a summary of these 

articles. 

14. Make a science calendar with a "Science Event of 

the Day." 
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USE OF THE LIVING TEXTBOOK TO ENRICH CLASSROOM MATERIALS 

1. Use food advertisements and prepare menus of 

nutritional value. 

2. Keep a diary of the launching of weather 

satellites. 

3. Make a calendar and paste on symbols to denote 

the weather: 

a) an umbrella for a rainy day 

b) a sun for a bright day 

4. Use the advertisements of eyeglasses for a dis-

cussion of vocabulary words such as: oculist, optician, convex 

lens, bifocal, etc. 

5. Compare devices used in the comic strip "Dick 

Tracy" to those in real life. 

6. Clip and file the many articles on health, animals, 

medicine, and special features appearing in the comic pages. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 

In using the LIVING TEXTBOOK for study in the area of 

health and safety, we are interested in making it possible for 

the pupils to become familiar with organizations and persons 

who are promoting safety and health on both a local and national 

level. We want them to develop an awareness of the importance 

of practicing safety at all times. We feel that information 

found in the daily newspaper will help them to realize the 

importance of developing correct health and safety habits. 

Suggested Activities (health); 

1. Develop a Health Word Book. Look for such words 

as organ, veins, blood pressure, electrocardiograph, and capil-

laries. All of these words, their definitions, and sentences 

using them could be placed under the classification "Circula-

ui.oii of the Blood." 

2. Make a careful study of advertisements for chew-

ing gum, laxatives, toothpaste, mouthwash, etc. Are the claims 

made by these products reasonable? What about comparative 

costs? 

3. Gather information in articles telling about the 

use of cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, etc. 

4. Locate pictures of good and poor posture. Discuss 

posture as related to good health. 

5. Collect menus and check against standards set up 

by the class. 
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6. Collect pictures of smiles. What makes a good 

smile? 

7. Clip pictures and articles of outstanding athletes 

Discuss their probable diets, exercise routine, and general 

health habits. 

8. Use articles and pictures to encourage outdoor 

play and muscle-building activities. 

9. Clip attractive color pictures (frequently in 

Sunday editions) of foods, table settings, etc. 

Suggested Activities (safety); 

1. Clip articles telling about children who were 

able to think quickly in cases of emergency. 

2. Clip and mount pictures illustrating water safety. 

3. Clip, file and discuss news stories about fires, 

the local fire department, and check lists for fire hazards. 

4. Discuss articles about traffic accidents, traffic 

regulations and automobile safety. 

5. Prepare a first-aid book with pictures and arti-

cles taken from the daily newspaper. 

6. Clip articles relating to accidents caused by 

children's toys; e. g., bicycles, wagons, scooters, skate 

boards, etc. 

7. Find articles that will show a relationship be-

tween courtesy and safety. 

8. Study weather reports for a discussion of proper 

clothing to wear at all times. 
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9. When possible, clip and mount news photos showing 

things a child should or should not touch. 

10. Collect articles telling of accidents involving 

pedestrians. Have pupils compile a list of safety rules for 

pedestrians. 

11. Have pupils record information about all accidents 

occuring in the school or on the playground. 

12. Prepare a notebook on safety with animals. Include 

pictures of snakes, spiders, scorpions, tarantulas, dogs, etc. 

Older elementary students will be able to keep a variety 

of notebooks in the general area of health and safety. Some, 

will be interested in mental health, others in cancer, air-

pollution, drugs, animals that spread disease, and many others. 

Let each pupil select his own area of interest and prepare his 

own "Special Health Interest" notebooks. 

Another worthy project would be to prepare booklets of 

articles telling of activities of all health and safety organi-

zations in your local community. 
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ART 

The LIVING TEXTBOOK is perhaps your best aid in 

teaching the elementary pupils to appreciate the place of art 

throughout the environment in which they live. The LIVING 

TEXTBOOK is also an effective tool for motivating artistic 

efforts in the classroom. 

1. Have the pupils keep an art vocabulary as found 

in the daily newspaper. Look for such words as: exhibition, 

media, illustration, and masterpiece. 

2. Keep an art bulletin board using such topics as: 

a) Feature stories of artists 
b) Announcements of art shows, 

displays, etc. 
c) Discuss "People of Art" in 

the news. 
d) Use a variety of editorial 

and comic cartoons. 

3. There are unlimited "scrapbook" possibilities. 

Pupils may collect news photos on almost any subject which 

might be of interest to them. Just a few examples are: 

a) Airplanes 
b) Holidays 
c) Landscapes 
d) Buildings 
e) Automobiles 

f) Flowers 

If the teacher prefers, these could be mounted on card-

board for classroom displays. 

4. Collect and study photographs with regard to per-

spective, proportion, balance, shading, use of color, etc. 
5. Have pupils select a news story and then illustrate 

it. 
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6. Use the sports page to study the positions of 

athletes running, jumping, throwing, etc. 

7. Study and discuss facial expressions in cartoons. 

How do these expressions add to the meaning? 

8. Make puppets of people in the news. 

9. Study symbols used in editorial or political car-

toons . Have pupils design an original set of symbols for this 

purpose. 

10. Older students may want to design display ads for 

furniture, clothing, appliances, etc. 

11. Students who own cameras could be asked to take 

local photos illustrating some recent news item. 

12. Have students redraw (copy) panel cartoons in the 

comics. 
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MUSIC 

Someone has said that music is a spark to be caught 

more than a subject to be taught. Have a notebook in which 

the student can list news items of musical interest; clippings 

on people, places, and events pertaining to the world of music; 

looking for maps to determine the place or origin for a par-

ticular song; checking radio and television listings in papers; 

reading reviews and setting up a calendar of music-related 

events as reported by the press. Have students clip pictures 

of musical instruments from advertisements and news columns 

and write their own descriptions. Collections of lists of 

recordings and stage or motion picture musicals also are 

suggested. 

Music is easily correlated with social studies. No 

historical record can give the intimate and personal message 

that can be given by a Negro spiritual, a cowboy song, or 

Scheherazade; such music expresses how people feel, and the 

child who listens well is close to the mind and the heart of 

the past. 

Suggested Activities 

1. Compose original songs (possibly folk-type) about 

news stories. 

2. Have students select recorded music to be used as 

background music for weekly class news "broadcasts." 
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3. Collect pictures and news items about local and 

state music personalities. 

4. Make a study of types of music as discussed in 

the newspaper. 

a) Folk 
b) Country-Western 
c) Jazz 
d) Opera 
e) Symphony (And many others; these could be in 

a notebook.) 
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DEFINITION OF EDITORIAL PAGE PURPOSE 

The editorial page is the part of the paper in which 

the newspaper expresses its own opinions on events, trends and 

situations. 

The rest of the newspaper reports the deeds and 

words of the community, the nation and the world. The editorial 

page comments, criticizes or commends. It is the newspaper's 

subjective look at objective news. 

The opinions formed are presented in the editorial 

columns of the page. The balance of the page is devoted to 

articles, usually by syndicated columnists, on topics of cur-

rent or lasting interest to inform the reader and to enable 

him to draw his own conclusions. These articles do not nec-

essarily coincide in all respects with the views in the edi-

torial columns. They are published to provide a spectrum of 

thought and views. Readers' opinions are frequently published 

on this page. 

The editorial page is not the product of any one mind. 

It is the consensus of all who have a hand in its direction or 

production the editors, editorial writers, columnists, and 

cartoonists, along with the publisher. 

Basically, it is the newspaper's voice. 

79 



THE EDITORIAL PAGE 

It is a basic responsibility of a good newspaper to 

interpret news. Editorials represent the newspaper's views on 

pertinent local, national, and international issues or events. 

They may either interpret, criticize, persuade, praise, or 

entertain. The really good editorial is founded firmly on the 

facts. 

Joseph Pulitzer said, "An editorial is the expres-

sion of the paper's conscience, courage, and convictions 

clearness of style, moral purpose, sound reasoning, and power 

to influence public opinion in what the writer conceives to be 

the right direction." 

Arthur Capper in 1929 commented, "It includes analy-

sis and clarification. To expound, to interpret, to clarify 

what is obscure, to abstract patterns, significance and meaning 

from the chaotic medley of seemingly unrelated events—all this 

and more is part of the function of the modern editorial." 

Location and Content; (Usually anchored in the same place) 

Other features on the editorial page are: 

1. Political cartoons which usually comment on the 

major editorial of the day. 

2. Syndicated columns which are the opinions of 

veteran observers of the current scene. 

3. Letters to the editor which indicate reader re-

action to the newspaper. 

4. Other special features of the editorial type 

which vary with each newspaper. 
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Criteria For Evaluating: 

Students may develop the habit of critical reading by 

asking himself: 

1. Who writes it? 

2. Is the writer an authority? 

3. Does the writer seem impartial? 

4. Does the writer seem radical or conservative? 

5. What is his political and economic background? 

6. Is the article written in the language that the 

average reader understands? 

7. Is the style clear? 

8. Is the reasoning sound? 

Questions and Activities Related to the Editorial Page: 

1. What is the purpose of an editorial? 

2. Do you like the editorial page of your newspaper? 

Why? 

columns? 

3. What is the difference between editorial and news 

4. Why are editorials not signed? 

5. How can you judge the excellence of editorials? 

6. Why is the editorial page so different in appear-

ance and content from the rest of the paper? 

7. What relation does the editorial page have to the 

front page? 

8. Are all editorials inspired by current news? Why? 
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9. What are the general features usually found on the 

editorial page? 

10. Where would you find information on current 

columnists? 

11. What is the purpose of political cartoons? 

12. Does the cartoonist allow his personal feelings 

to show in the cartoon? 

13. How is humor portrayed in a cartoon? 

14. How many instances of editorial influence can you 

cite? 

15. Who are some famous editors who have been influ-

ential in shaping public opinion? 

Editorial Activities: 

1. Compare the editorial pages of several newspapers. 

2. Determine the percentage of fact and opinion in 

three editorials. 

3. Draw a cartoon illustrating a timely political 

idea. 

4. Write a letter to the editor criticizing a recent 

editorial. 

5. Select an editorial and suggest ways it could be 

improved. 

6. Select a story in the day's news which you con-

sider worthy of comment, and write an editorial. 

7. Prepare a list of ten topics or subjects which 

would be appropriate for editorials. 
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8. Make a visit to the local newspaper plant. 

9. Invite a local editor to speak to the class. 

10. Select a historical episode, gather material from 

several approved sources, and write an editorial. 

11. Write a letter to the editor praising or criti-

cizing some recent action of the city, state or national 

government. 

12. Find the political and economic background of 

three of the following nationally known columnists: 

Doris Fleeson Holmes Alexander 
James Reston William Buckley 
David Lawrence Walter Lippmann 
Robert Ruark Drew Pearson 
Joseph Alsop William S. White 
George Dickson Erwin Canham 

13. Divide into committees and debate controversial 

topics discussed in the newspaper. 

14. Make a scrapbook of the most interesting edito-

rials over a set period of time. 

15. Analyze the structure of an editorial by 

outlining. 

Objectives; 

1. To create awareness of local, state, national, 

and international problems. 

2. To develop ability to read, listen, think, and 

discuss critically. 

3. To develop ability in debating and public speaking, 

4. To help the student to probe his prejudices. 

5. To develop a sense of civic responsibility in the 

student. 
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1. Father Time - The Old Year 

2. The New Year 

3. The United Nations 

4. Stork - Birth 

5. France 

6. Johnson 

7. City Police and Fire Departments 

8. Unions - Labor 

9. Communism 

10. Red China 

11. Elections 

12. Weather - Weather Man 

13. Death - Traffic Accidents 

14. United States 

15. Justice - Courts 

16. John Q. Public 

17. Dove of Peace 

18. Democrats 

19. Republicans 

20. Uncle Sam 

21. The World 





HOW THE NEWSPAPER IS CONSTRUCTED 

In the gathering of news for publication, the report-

er is the essential factor, at home on the local beat, in a 

Washington news bureau, or on the other side of the world. He 

writes the story and then carries, telephones or wires the 

story to one or many newspapers. The reporter may be a foreign 

correspondent, a syndicated writer, a national, regional or 

suburban correspondent, or a local beat man. 

His stories go to the newspaper's editors, men with 

tremendous responsibility. They scan the reams of copy re-

ceived daily to find the best and most interesting stories for 

their readers. It is their job to sift, sort and trim, and 

from all the news and features flowing in from all over the 

world, fashion a complete newspaper. 

Stories that are picked for publication move on to 

the copy desk for further editing. Trained men check spelling 

and grammar, trim the stories if necessary, and write headlines. 

Then the stories are sent to the composing room, 

where monstrous clattering machines set them into lead type. 

Again the story is read and checked, but this time by proof-

readers, who read the story against the original copy to catch 

errors made in the type setting process. Thus, the story 

travels from the reporter, across the desks of many men before 

it is printed and reaches the hands of the readers. 

One of the news editor's vital jobs is giving the 

newspaper its "personality"--that is, arranging the stories in 
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the columns of the newspaper in a distinctive style. The typo-

graphical appearance of a newspaper is often a big factor in 

influencing the reader's choice of a newspaper. 

In making up the front page, and the inside pages 

too, the news editor works from the top of the page down. The 

last column to the right on page one is considered the column 

of greatest importance. This is because the reader scans the 

banner (headline) from left to right, and then his eye natural-

ly drops down into the last column. The most important story 

of the day goes there. The news editor wants an orderly 

variety of stories and pictures on the page, not a jumble, so 

he usually follows a tested formula. He alternates the size 

and type of headlines, and uses different lengths of stories. 

Small, but interesting stories are boxed in for emphasis. Some 

are printed in bold face. Subheads are used to break up the 

solid columns. Pictures and cartoons are used for further 

contrast. 

Make-up on inside pages becomes more complicated 

because of advertising. The Advertising Department notifies 

the news editor concerning advertisements at least one day in 

advance. They usually send him a dummy (miniature layout on 

paper) showing the placement of each ad. The news editor fills 

in the unused parts of each dummy with the stories and pictures 

that he feels are most important to the readers. When the 

stories are set in type, the composing room men fit them into 

the page forms according to the directions on the dummy sheet. 

Then the newspaper goes to press. 
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THE FUNCTION OF DIFFERENT NEWSPAPER SECTIONS 

FRONT PAGE: The front page is the one the reader sees first. 

It is often what he sees there that influences his decision to 

buy. Therefore, it is the most important page of the news-

paper. Editors sift through all the day's news to find the 

most important story. That one goes under the banner. The 

next few important st6ries also go on page one, along with 

pictures related to them if they are available. 

There are two reasons for this. By placing the big 

stories of the day on page one, the editor makes it unneces-

sary for the reader to search through the paper for them. 

Secondly, the newspaper is somewhat like merchandise in a 

store, in that it must look its best to attract readers. So 

the news editor tries to make the newspaper look its best. 

EDITORIAL PAGE: On every page except one, the newspaper 

reports and records the actions, the ideas and opinions of the 

world at large. It reserves only one page to voice its own 

ideas, its own opinions and its own convictions. Because so 

many people today are short on time, the editorial page does 

for people what so few of them have time to do for themselves. 

It studies the background of news events, brings blurred facts 

into focus, weighs the news on the scales of sound judgment. 

Editorials often suggest a course of action. This is exactly 

what hurried but intelligent readers want done for them today. 
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So the editorial page has all of these purposes: to 

influence opinion, to secure reforms, to inform the readers, 

to promote a good cause, to show appreciation for achievements 

or service, and to entertain. 

Letters to the editor are often a feature of the 

editorial page. They are the personal feelings of the readers, 

and could be called separate editorials. They have the same 

purposes that were previously listed. 

SPORTS PAGE - FINANCIAL PAGE - WOMEN'S PAGE: 

These specialized sections may seem commonplace to 

you, but they are fairly new features of the newspaper, and 

are still growing in size and content. 

The sports pages reflect America's boundless interest 

in sports and competition, even though the reader is not a 

participant. You can find news there of every sport, from 

baseball and football to fencing and table tennis. A very good 

asset to a sports section is a columnist who can report back-

ground material, statistics and sidelights and stories of the 

sports world. 

Financial pages are growing more important each day, 

as more readers invest and speculate. Readers follow the stock 

averages very closely, as they do stories by economists. News 

editors find that news of local businesses is a very popular 

feature. 

Women's pages are the most elaborate of them all. 

The biggest part of these pages is the society news—weddings, 
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parties, engagements and dances. Household hints come next, 

with recipes, party-giving directions and all sorts of decora-

ting ideas. A very popular feature is the advice to the love-

lorn column, which just about every newspaper has in one form 

or another. 

ADVERTISING: Advertising is important for three reasons. The 

newspaper needs advertising so it can be a profitable business 

and thus bring more news to the reader. Business needs to 

advertise so that people will know about goods and services 

that are available. The reader needs advertising so he will 

know what is available, where it is available, and at what 

price. 

Advertising can be considered news too, in a sense. 

It tells about bargain sales, new products and the better 

qualities of the product advertised. 
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WHAT A NEWSPAPER SHOULD BE EXPECTED TO DO 

What are the capabilities of the American Press? 

First, the newspaper should be able to supply accurate, objec-

tive information concerning national, international, state 

and local events. In addition to printing factual information, 

a newspaper should provide news in depth to help readers 

understand the news. 

The newspaper should also include material of inter-

est to a variety of readers. The women's page, teen-age col-

umn, comics, home-building page and syndicated columns are 

just a few examples of this wide variety of services. 

Newspapers should take an active part in supporting 

worthwhile community projects. This is done by printing news 

stories and editorials favoring needed improvements or pro-

jects which would benefit the community. 

The newspaper should be attractive and easy to read. 

Conscientious effort must be made to eliminate errors and mis-

spelled words. 

These rules, important as they are, can easily go 

without more explanation. The hope of economic reward, and the 

demands of competition assure the reader that his newspaper is 

trying to be the best. 

However, the most important obligation of the news-

paper, for its own good and for the welfare of the public, is 

to guard the freedom of the press. To withhold news from the 

93 



public makes an ignorant public, to sensationalize the news 

makes a cynical public. If it follows the standards of good 

journalism, and fair play, the newspaper can and will fulfill 

its obligation to the public. 
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WHAT A NEWSPAPER SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO DO 

The public expects the newspaper to perform certain 

functions, as listed above. Usually the newspaper lives up to 

these expectations, but the public should realize that there 

are some things that a newspaper should not be expected to do. 

One of these is that the newspaper can't be expected to take 

a definite stand on every public issue. A community may be 

interested in a municipal home for the aged, a new water plant, 

new schools, better streets and yet a decrease in taxes. The 

newspaper cannot be expected to support all these issues, espe-

cially if by doing so, it would favor one group in the commu-

nity to the detriment of another. 

The newspaper should not be expected to suppress news 

that one man, or a group wishes not to see in print. Sometimes 

a man agrees with freedom of the press only until he becomes 

personally involved in a news story. Then he thinks his 

privacy is being invaded. Government agencies sometimes abuse 

their privilege of keeping secret information by trying to hide 

their mistakes. A newspaper which would allow these practices 

would be failing its obligation to the public. 

However, unnecessary prying into the private lives of 

people, where it doesn't concern the public, should not be 

expected. 

Obviously, a newspaper should not be expected to oper-

ate at a loss, although a few people think they should. They 

believe that, since the newspaper is a semi-public institution, 
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it is violating its obligation to the public by trying to make 

a profit. They feel that advertising has no place in a news-

paper, or that it should be strictly controlled. 

They fail to take into consideration the great cost 

of producing a newspaper, the largest proportion of which is 

paid by advertising. The public probably could not or would 

not pay the increased cost of its newspapers if advertising 

revenue were lost. The end result would likely be a little 

four-page sheet, just barely mentioning the news of the day, 

and completely devoid of entertainment value. Or perhaps 

government subsidy would result, a condition which cannot be 

tolerated under the Bill of Rights. 

Making a profit is the best way for newspapers to 

insure themselves of independence, and of giving the public 

the information and services it needs to be free. 

96 



FIVE KINDS OF NEWS STORIES 

FACTUAL: A report based strictly on facts. This type, the most 

common news story, tells only what actually took place. For instance, 

a factual news story would report a city council meeting or how an 

an accident occurred and what resulted. In this story a reporter 

fulfills his prime duty: writing only what he sees and hears, 

without injecting personal opinion or judgment. 

INTERPRETATIVE:This story, also known as reporting in depth, 

explains the significance of a current event, its historical 

background, how it compares with a similar situation in another 

locality and possibly how it may affect the future. An illus-

tration would be a review of the Congo trouble since its 

beginning, the current situation, and possible developments. 

SPECULATIVE: This story reviews possibilities of a situation, 

detailing what has happened, what could take place and what 

effects it could have. An illustration might be the present 

attempts to conquer space. 

PROMOTIONAL: This is material prepared with the objective of 

inducing the reader to support or endorse a specific project 

or product. To illustrate, it could be an article urging pur-

chase of government bonds, buying apples to aid the Boy Scout 

movement or donating money to the United Fund. Reputable news-

papers publish this type of material only when it is designed 

to further the cause of some obviously worthy public service 

without commercial connections. 
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PROPAGANDA: This type of so-called news is sometimes issued 

by governments, political parties, organizations or individuals 

to further their own ends, basically to create an impression 

favorable to the issuer, although the information may possibly 

be false. This is seldom treated as factual news. But the 

fact that it has been issued may be news; the identity of the 

issuer may be news. The reply to it by the other side may 

make a balanced story that is news. 

98 



NEWSPAPER TERMINOLOGY 

ABC — Audit Bureau of Circulations. The organization sponsored 
by publishers, advertising agencies and advertisers to 
establish accurate statements of paid circulation 

AGATE LINE--A standard unit for measurement of advertising 
space one column wide and one-fourteenth of an 
inch deep 

AP—Abbreviation for The Associated Press 

ASSIGNMENT—A story that a reporter has been detailed to cover 

BALLOON—A cartoon device borrowed from the comic strip which 
makes the words of a person in the picture appear as 
coming directly from his mouth 

BANNER--A headline in large letters running across the entire 
width of the first page 

BEAT—Reporter's regular routine for covering news sources 

BODY TYPE—Type used in the story, not in the headline 

BOLD FACE—Applies to type, meaning heavy type 

BYLINE--Name of newspaper writer, appearing above news or 
feature story 

CAPS—Abbreviation for capital letters 

CAPTION—A title or explanatory note accompanying a picture 

COLUMN INCH—A unit of measure one inch deep and one column wide 

COMPOSE—To set type 

C0PY--A11 manuscript or printed matter prepared for printing 

COPYREADER—A newspaper worker who corrects or edits copy 
written by reporters; he may also write the head-
line for it. 

COVER—To get all the facts for a news report and write it 

CP—Abbreviation for The Canadian Press 

CUB—A beginning, inexperienced reporter 

CUT An engraving, either line or halftone; it transfers orig-
inal art into a metal etching so it will reproduce on paper. 

99 



OUTLINES—The copy (usually only a few lines) which accompanies 
and gives necessary information about a picture 

DATE LINE—The line at the beginning of a story giving the 
place and date of the reported event 

DEADLINE—Time at which all copy for an edition must be in 

DISPLAY TYPE—The larger than regular body type used for head-
lines or wherever an attention-getter is necessary 

DUMMY--A diagram or layout of a newspaper page, showing the 
placement of stories, headlines and pictures 

EAR--Space at top of front page on each side of paper's name 
Used for weather news, index, circulation figures or call 
attention to some special feature in the newspaper 

EM AND PICA—Units of measure for printed matter 

FEATURE STORY—A story in which the interest lies in some 
factor other than the news value 

FILLER—A story with little news value, used to fill space 

FONT—Complete collection of any particular size and style of 
type 

FORM—A page of type locked into place in a rectangular frame 
or chase 

FOURTH ESTATE—Traditional phrase for the press originating in 
the 18th century when the British statesman, 
Edmund Burke, pointed to the reporters' gallery 
in a speech in Parliament, saying, "There are 
three estates in Parliament, but yonder sits 
the fourth estate, more important than any of 
them." He was referring to the three classes 
of people long recognized under British law— 
clergy, nobles, and the commons. Thus the 
newspapers became the fourth estate. 

HALF-TONE--An etched-in-metal reproduction of any artwork that 
has graduated tones, as a photograph or wash drawing, 
not a line drawing 

GALLEY—An oblong, metal tray with upright sides for holding 
composed type 

GALLEY PROOF--A proof from type on a galley before it is made 
up in pages 



KILL—To strike out copy or take out type for part of news 
story not to be printed 

L.C.—Lower case letters as opposed to capital letters 

LEAD—The first few sentences or opening paragraphs of a news 
story; the lead contains summaries or introduces the story. 

LINEAGE—The total number of lines of space in an advertisement 
or an issue computed in agate lines, of which there are 
14 to a column inch 

LINOTYPE—A typesetting machine that casts solid lines of type 
from molten metal; it is operated through a keyboard, 
similar to that on a typewriter. 

MAKE-UP--The arrangement of stories, headlines, and pictures 
into columns and pages in preparation for printing 

MASTHEAD—The detail printed in every issue of a newspaper or 
journal, including the title, ownership, management, 
as well as subscription and advertising rates 

MAT--(Matrix) Usually a laminated "papier mache" flong with 
impression of metal page form and contents, from which a 
stereo plate is made 

MORGUE—Files of stories, biographies, cuts, etc., available 
for reference at any time; the place where these mater-
ials are kept; a newspaper's morgue is now usually 
referred to as its library. 

PHOTOFAX—Brand name for an Associated Press machine which auto-
matically receives pictures by wire from a national 
network 

POINT—The unit of measurement of type, one seventy-second of 
one inch in depth: thus a piece of type one inch deep 
is 72-point type. 

PROOF—A page on which newly set type, pictures or illustrations 
are reproduced to make possible the early correction of 
errors 

PROOFREADER—One who reads proof pages or sheets and marks errors 

PUBLICITY—Advertising disguised as news 

RELEASE—To specify the publication of a story on or after a 
specific day or time 

R.O.P. Run-of-paper news and advertising appears in any posi-
tion convenient to the make-up of the paper 



STEREOPLATE—A plate made by taking a mold from a mat of a 
printing surface, cast in type metal 

STET—A proofreader's term meaning "let it stand, disregard 
change indicated." 

STYLE BOOK—The printed book of rules on typographical style 
to be followed by the newspaper's reporters, 
editors, and printers 

SUBHEAD—Headings used in body of story to break the monotony 
of a solid column 

TTS--Teletypesetter. Paper tape passes through a typewriter-
like machine which perforates it. This perforated tape, 
when run through a linotype machine, activates it and sets 
type automatically. 

WIREPHOTO--A photograph transmitted by telephonic or telegraphic 
equipment 

"30"—End of copy 
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TEACHER'S NOTEBOOK 
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NIC Banquet, Seminars, Workshop Set 
For Teachers During Spring, Summer 

jw 

Editorials Serve As Class Resource 
To teach or not to teach . . . reading and writing editorials? 
Mrs. Frances Burris at Kingsbury High School says she does, by using 

the newspaper and the following procedures. The time involved was one 
month. 
ASSIGNMENTS: 

1. Read the editorial page daily. 
2. Bring to class companion clippings: A news story and a related edito-

rial. 
3. Write a letter to the editor on any subject which stimulates strong 

feeling. 
4. Write an editorial reacting to any major news story. 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES: 
1. Present notes on overhead projector such as the definition of an edito-

rial and the classifications of editorials according to the writer's pur-
pose. 

2. Compile "Letters to the Editor" and classify each according to notes 
regarding the purpose. 

3. Examine companion ariticles from ASSIGNMENTS, #2 above. Dis-
cuss the editorial writer's knowledge of news stories. Sort facts and 
opinions. 

4. Reproduce and distribute samples of "Letters to the Editor" written 
by the students. Follow procedure outlined in # 1 above. 

5. Grade and return students editorials. Choose several on the same 
subject to read to the class and allow criticism. 

Many teachers, students, par-
ents and educators will gather at 
the Holiday Inn Rivermont in 
Memphis on Saturday, May 20 for 
the third annual Teacher's Honor's 
Day. 

Highlighting the 12:15 p.m. af-
fair will be the presentation of 
cash awards to students winning 
the essay contests on "How The 
Newspaper In The Classroom Has 
Helped Me" and "Why I Want To 
Be Outdoor Editor." The winners* 
in the four area contests, their 
parents and teachers will be invit-
ed to the luncheon at which the 20 
teacher scholarships to summer 
seminars at Memphis State Uni-
versity and the University of Mis-
sissippi will also be presented. 

• • • 

The teacher judged to have done 
the most effective job of using the 
NIC program during the 1971-72 
year will be honored from the 
areas of Memphis, Shelby County, 
West Tennessee and Mississippi 
and awards for the best school 
programs in those areas will be 
presented. 

Invitations will be mailed short-
ly to the honorees, who will be the 
guests of the Board of Governors 
of the Newspaper in the Classroom 
program and The Commercial 
Appeal. 

• • • 
Teachers wishing to attend one 

of the two NIC credit seminars at 
either the University of Mississippi 
or Memphis State University 
should file their applications of 
entry with the appropriate univer-
sities immediately to insure a 
place for the two-week sessions. 
Three hours credit at the graduate 
or undergraduate level will be 
awarded for the seminars. 
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Kentucky Sixth Graders Find Newspapers "In' 
"May I come in during free pe-

riod or study period and work on 
my newspaper uni t?" 

"May I read and examine a 
paper f rom Holland, England, Ire-
land, or some other country?" 

These were only two of the 
many similar requests Mrs. Mary 
Clay Anderson received from her 
sixth-grade students at J a m e s 
Lane Allen Elementary School, 
Lexington, Ky., af ter they had 
begun extensive work in incorpo-
rating the newspaper in all curric-
ulum areas. 

"The walls and bulletin boards 
of classroom No. 24 really indicate 
a newspaper unit," Mrs. Anderson 
explained. "And all areas of the 
curriculum have been displayed in 
some form." 

Four sixth-grade language class-
es participated. Each class was 
studying the same thing—the pur-
pose, structure and importance of 
a newspaper. Each pupil worked 
individually and on a committee. A 
notebook of the general structure, 
pictures, sources, etc., of a news-
paper was completed by each stu-
dent, who also had to design an 
original cover relating to newspa-
pers. 

Outline maps of the world, Unit-
ed States, Kentucky, and Fayette 
County were drawn and daily news 
items were placed on these maps. 
Discussion followed these news 
reporting periods. Creative art 
projects were also submitted and 
included such titles as "Newspa-
pers Span Athletics" and "Newspa-
pers Span Arithmetic." 

Teacher's Notebook 
Pub l i shed b y The C o m m e r c i a l 
A p p e a l in the in te res t o f the 
N e w s p a p e r in the C l a s s r o o m 
P r o g r a m . 

Miss Sh i r l ey W a r r i c k , e d i t o r 
Miss W i l m a B l a y l o c k , ass i s tan t 
Mrs . V i r g i e Moss , sec re ta r y 

Board of Governors 

Dr. M a r s h a l l Per r i t t , c h a i r m a n 
W i l l i a m D. C a l l i a n Jr . 
Sister C a r o l C lasgens 
Col . E. H. D e v a n n y 
Miss A m a n d a Elzy 
T rue t t M . G o a t c h e r 
Dr. J a n H i g g i n s 
Mrs . J e a n n e M a l l a r d 
E u g e n e D. R u t l a n d 
Dr. S h e l b y Counce , c o n s u l t a n t 

"Our Newspapers — Living 
Textbooks" was one of the most 
popular projects the students fash-
ioned. On display were papers 
f rom foreign countries, cities of 
the United States, counties, col-
leges, and organizations. 

"This display intensified the 
students' interest in reading and in 
the comparison of different publi-
cations," Mrs. Anderson said. 
"The reading table was in use dur-
ing all f ree periods, and class dis-
cussions were unusually interest-
ing and many new news features 
discovered — especially in our own 
Kentucky papers ." 

The students also made charts 
of 50 vocabulary words relating to 
the newspapers. Each pupil made 
an individual booklet, using an il-
lustration, cut f rom the newspa-
pers, to represent the word. 
(Learning, but not writing, the def-
inition or meaning.) Cards, seven 
inches square, were made into 
bingo-like arrangements . F rom a 
master sheet with the definitions 
and answers, a caller gave the def-
inition. The students would then 

look on their cards, of which n 
two were alike, for the answer: 
The winners received a prize, sue 
as a comic book or paperbac 
book, donated by class members . 

"Enthusiasm from the slo' 
learners, as well as the more a< 
vanced, was markedly exhibited, 
noted Mrs. Anderson. "Thes 
groups found the projects inform; 
tive, as well as fun." 

Reprinted f r o m the Teacher 's Notebook Ti 
(Lou isv i l le ) Cour ier -Journal . 

Let's Create A 
Mature Reader 

The success of the NIC readin 
program, "Let Johnny Read . . . i 
Newspaper," for grades 1-i 
prompted NIC director Eugene E 
Rutland to consider the highe 
grades as well. 

So, with the assistance of man 
and the writing skills of Mr< 
Louise Clara, Memphis State grac 
uate student, a reading manual fo 
grades 9-12 entitled, "Creating Th 
Mature Reader" will be availabl 
shortly for NIC teachers. 

Jobs" Tabloid Coming Soon 
A special edition tabloid entitled 

"Jobs . . . 1980" will be available 
to Newspaper in the Classroom 
teachers about April 1st. The eight-
page tabloid contains information 
geared to the sixth grader and 
above, giving the student informa-
tion as to educational require-
ments, supply and demand in cer-
tain areas and the qualifications 
necessary for over 100 jobs both 
professional and technical. 

Teachers wishing copies of tl 
tabloid for their students may o 
der same by returning the a 
tached form. The material will t 
sent to you at no charge. 

Teachers wishing to obtain co 
ies of the tabloid in the fall, wi 
have the opportunity to do so als 
as a similar form will appear i 
the first fall issue of "Teacher 
Notebook." 

Please return to: Newspaper in the Classroom, 
The Commercial Appeal, 495 Union Ave., Memphis, Tenn., 38101. 

Please send. .copies of "Jobs . . . 1980" to: 

(Mr.) (Mrs.) (Miss) 

School Name 

School Address, 

C i ty . 

I a m 

-State. _Zip Code. 

.1 am not 
ing in the Newspaper in the Classroom program. 

.presently particip; 
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Paper Produces Eager Readers, Pseudo Diplomats 

* 

POLITICIN ' — John Rob i l io ' s s tudents a t Chr i s t i an Brothers H i g h School used t h e 
n e w s p a p e r to become pseudo d i p l o m a t s . These two s tudents ( r i gh t ) however , took t h e 
course a l i t t l e f u r t h e r . . . t h e y ' r e now v y i n g f o r t he school 's t o p o f f i c e as p res iden t 
of t he s tudent gove rnmen t . 

Free Workshop Registration Opens 
August 18 is set as the date for 

the fourth annual NIC Teacher's 
Workshop to be held at Airways 
Junior High School. 

Feature speaker for the 1-5 
event will be King Durkee, direc-
tor of educational services for the 
Copley Newspapers, of San Diego, 
Calif. 

Teachers beginning the use of 
the NIC program for the first time 
in the fall, or teachers wishing to 
gather additional information 
about the use of the program are 
invited to the free workshop, which 

was attended by over 450 teachers 
last summer. 

Workshop leaders will pass 
along their ideas to the attending 
teachers and show them materials 
which they have found most effec-
tive in making use of the newspa-
per as a classroom supplement 
and text. 

Teachers wishing to attend the 
free workshop should fill out the 
form below and return it to the 
NIC offices so that adequate per-
sonnel can be secured before the 
workshop date. 

Please enroll me in the August 18th workshop in the use of the Newspaper 
in the Classroom program at Airways Junior High School. 

Name 

Home Address (Street) 

City .State. .Zip Code_ 

Grade and Subject areas 
PLEASE RETURN TO: Newspaper in the Classroom, The Commercial 
Appeal, 495 Union Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 38101. 

Each student in John R. Robi-
lio's history class at Christian 
Brothers High School is to pretend 
that he is a diplomat or a repre-
sentative of a major world power 
assigned to the United States, on a 
periodic basis. 

It is his responsibility to careful-
ly read and collect any news item 
that pertains to his respective 
country. He is further advised to 
compile a notebook or folder of all 
these news events. At the end of 
his assigned period, he is to make 
a report and submit this notebook 
to the class, who acts in the capac-
ity of the home office. 

The^class then comments as to 
the effectiveness and thoroughness 
of his work. Moreover, both the 
class and the student reporter 
advance comments as tp the image 
their country is making in the 
American newspaper, naturally, 
The Commercial Appeal. 

"So far ," said Mr. Robilio, who 
is one of this month's teacher 
award winners, "this project has 
yielded some fruitful results. It 
has, for example, deepened my 
students' understanding of the poli-
tics, economics and diplomacy of 
foreign powers. Above all, it has 
made them read the editorial page 
on a daily basis." 

To make a more interesting and 
meaningful class for his students, 
Mr. Robilio innovated this project 
as part of his work in the Newspa-
per in the Classroom program. 

• • • 

On Mondays, Mrs. Anna Brew-
er's classes at Douglass High 
School receive the newspapers, 
"and the students eagerly read 
sections of their own choosing for 
about 20 minutes," she says. "We 
then have directed reading by the 
entire group for the rest of the 
hour. These selections focus on 
newspaper techniques which are 
related to our language studies or 
relevant articles such as Art Gil-
liam's columns. 

"A real highlight comes for 
them on Tuesdays when I give 
newspaper quizzes, covering a 
wide range of topics. Students are 
thereby broadening interests, gain-
ing more information about the 
world in which we live, competing 
against each other, and increasing 
reading skills by using context 
clues, skimming devises, and find-

(continued on page four) 
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A Math-less Mess... Pupils find life is zero without numbers 
By J A C K L Y N B E C K E R 

Associated Press 

TUCSON, Ariz. — Some pupils 
in a Tucson elementary school 
have learned that a holiday from 
numbers is far from a festive 
event. 

The initial excitement rapidly 
turned to confusion, frustration, 
boredom and, in some cases, hun-
ger. 

The "holiday" for the fourth, 
fifth and sixth graders at Mission 
Manor School was an attempt by 
teachers to stress the importance 
of mathematics by eliminating 
numbers and mathematics for the 
whole school day. 

There were no clocks, no sched-
ules and no mathematics lessons. 
But, going a step further, the chil-
dren couldn't read because there 
were no page numbers and no logi-
cal order for reading words. 

At recess they found they 
couldn't play games like football, 

Paper Produces 
(continued from page three) 

ing the arrangement of "who," 
"what," "when," and "where." I 
have discovered that some of my 
students who have a lower reading 
level do extremely well because of 
the high interest level and relevan-
cv of the material, and thus very 
positive attitudes are formed about 
reading. The students are so eager 
for the quiz that they often ask at 
the latter part of the week if we 
will have another quiz the follow-
ing week. Furthermore, they are 
continuing to read the newspaper 
at home throughout the week, and 
they frequently ask me if I have 
read specific articles. 

"Because of their very favora-
ble responses to the material and 
their interest in "Quiz 'Em," I de-
cided to simulate sessions of "Quiz 
'Em" in my classes on Wednes-
days to determine the degree of 
retention. We have two panels — 
frequently boys against girls. The 
sessions are very exciting and en-
joyable, and I am amazed at the 
amount of information that they 
remember. Furthermore, we have 
encouraged good listening habits 
and provided opportunities for oral 
expression. Thus our weekly pro-
gram provides for reading, listen-
ing, speaking and writing." 

Mrs. Brewer is also a winner in 
this month's teacher awards. 

kickball or even jump rope be-
cause all involved math of some 
kind. 

One teacher gave his pupils a 
football to play kickball with. 
When they protested, he told them 
that without measurement he 
didn't know what a kickball was. 
To add to the confusion there were 
no such things as boundary lines, 
scorekeeping or even teams. 

Lunch was probably the most 
trying time for the youngsters. One 
class kept going to the cafeteria 
only to be sent away because it 
wasn't time to eat. Finally the 
hungry children formed a demon-
stration line and began chanting, 
"We want math. We want math." 

Those who got to eat didn't fare 
much better. The lunch room em-
ployes didn't know what counting 
and measuring meant for the day, 
so servings were uneven and in 
some cases unfair. One little girl 
got two string beans and a chicken 
leg while a classmate got four 

pieces of fried chicken and all thi 
cake he could eat. 

A fourth grader found wander 
ing around the hall unsure o 
where she was supposed to be said 
"We figured out math is the mos 
important thing in the world. Wi 
can't do anything. We can't talk o 
play. At recess we just got out t< 
the playground and the teache 
rang the bell saying it was time t< 
go in." 

The no-math day was part of ; 
year-long Pima County Caree 
Guidance Education Project. It i 
financed by a $1.9 million stati 
grant. 

The teachers had free rein ii 
determining their degree of coop 
eration with the no-math exercise. 

One teacher, taking an all o 
nothing approach, immobilized hi 
pupils. He told them if they stooc 
up their bodies would form perpen 
diculars, a perpendicular was par 
of geometry and so standing u] 
was taboo for the day. 

(Repr in ted f rom the Louisvi l le Times) 

We'd Like To Hear From You 
Order forms were sent from the Newspaper in the Classroom to 

principals, supervisors and in some cases teachers over the Mid-
South requesting information in regards to your plans for using the 
Newspaper in the Classroom program in 1972-73. It is imperative 
that we receive this information so that we will be better able to 
serve you during the 1972-73 school year. Your cooperation in return-
ing these forms will be greatly appreciated. 

• • • 
Yes, we'd like to hear from you! Your ideas are always appreciat-

ed on your use of the NIC program. Many of your ideas will be 
passed on to other teachers through our new teacher's guides and 
through the Teacher's Notebook each month, so do feel free to offer 
any suggestions you might have at any time. 
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