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CALL IT AN EYE-OPENING EXPERIENCE. Eagle Insomnia, 
hosted by UNT’s University Program Council, 
welcomed Eagles back to the nest with a festive, 
fun-filled night in the Union. The event featured live 
music, free snacks, art workshops, roller skating, 
a silent disco (pictured) and more. It all capped off 
First Flight Week, UNT’s official welcome program, 
designed to help new students begin their college 
experience on the right foot.  — Photography by Ahna Hubnik
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Tenacity Takes Root
It has been anything but 
an easy road for these five 
UNT alums — they’ve faced 
cancer, depression, fear, 
poverty, life-altering injuries. 
But despite those seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles, 
they’ve proven there’s no 
plight an Eagle can’t confront 
with courage, tackling their 
challenges with the kind of 
unshakable fortitude the Mean 
Green are known for. As one 
alum puts it, “It’s going with it, 
bearing it, getting through it, 
doing your best.”

Joe Greene
With the recent opening of the 
Joe Greene residence hall, the 
NFL legend and North Texas 
alum reflects on his life and 
accomplishments.
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Nathaniel Little (’17), who was paralyzed  
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Tree,” as excerpted on the back cover,
explores his journey.
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Clearing the Air
UNT researchers are working 
to combat the insidious effects 
of air pollution — ranging 
from asthma attacks to obesity 
— with innovative solutions, 
including using trees as urban 
air filters. 

Power of Place
As UNT’s creative and schol-
arly footprint grows, so does 
the campus, which has seen 
the addition of spaces that 
encourage collaboration from 
arts to sciences to athletics —
and everything in between. 

O N L I N E

H O M E  I S  W H E R E  T H E  A R T  I S
Horacio Casillas (’18 M.F.A.) fell right into 
place as an artist-in-residence at The Epic, 
a recreational facility based in Grand  
Prairie. “Having a place to make art, a place 
to live, and a stipend right out of graduate 
school was quite the cushion,” he says.

A S K  H I M  A N Y T H I N G
Joe Scott (’98) never imagined he’d one day 
take questions from strangers online. But 
if you want answers to queries like “How 
long does a human head stay conscious 
after decapitation?” his YouTube channel 
“Answers with Joe” is the place to go.

# E A G L E S A B R O A D
This summer, students spread their wings 
by taking part in UNT’s various study 
abroad trips. Check out their photos, 
tweets and Instragram posts as they let 
their Mean Green spirit go global.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

As another sign of our continuing momentum at UNT, I am very excited to share that we recently 
welcomed our largest-ever freshman and transfer classes, which helped take our total student  
population to nearly 39,500. We began the semester showing new and returning students exactly how 
we care about each of them by mobilizing the #UNTCares campaign and assigning staff to seven 
tents across campus to answer student questions, provide directions and help quell first-week jitters. 

In this issue you will also see how the tenacity of five alumni (page 32) helped them face difficult 
challenges in their lives but find the fortitude to continue on and succeed. At UNT, we constantly 
reinforce with our students that the university is here to help them succeed even when faced with 
very difficult circumstances. 

This fall marks the opening of many truly amazing facilities (page 42), including the Biomedical 
Engineering Building at Discovery Park and our newest 580-bed residence hall for freshmen — Joe 
Greene Hall. In our Q&A with Joe, you’ll learn why he chose the University of North Texas and what 
career-defining moments make him most proud (page 28). 

We also learned recently that 77 of our academic programs — up from 72 — are ranked among 
the nation’s top 100. Read about UNT researchers working to combat air pollution and chronic  
illnesses (page 38), which is just one example of our Tier One research. 

At my 2019 State of the University address, I discussed our path for the future and stressed the 
importance of collaboration as a critical component in helping us achieve our stated goals for the 
2020-2025 strategic plan. Student empowerment and transformation, people and processes, and 
scholarly activity and innovation are the three focus areas of our plan, which will be presented to the 
UNT System Board of Regents in November. 

We anticipate this will be another fantastic year for UNT, and we look forward to celebrating  
with our Mean Green family at Homecoming on Nov. 2. 

UNT proud,

Neal Smatresk
President
president@unt.edu
@UNTPrez

STRATEGIZING STRENGTHS

UNT’s Creative, Caring and 
Tenacious DNA Sets the Stage 
for Continued Excellence
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WE HAVE A NEW LOOK
Welcome to the new North Texan 
magazine! We are proud to unveil our 
redesign with this fall’s issue. As part 
of our mission to showcase how our 
university and alumni drive progress 
and innovation to change the world 
around them, we have spent the past 
year reimagining how to make the 
magazine — last updated 10 years 
ago — better. 

In a 2018 readership survey, 
respondents said the magazine 
was one of their primary sources of 
information about the university. So 
we have expanded our format from 
a traditional alumni magazine to a 
more comprehensive publication to 
better showcase our entire caring and 
creative UNT community. You will 
find more stories about star students, 
expert faculty and the work that  
has made an impact on campus  
and beyond. 

On the design front, we’ve adopted 
a new masthead with a modern twist. 
On our pages you’ll see more white 
space, larger images and illustrations, 
and a look that is all our own. We 
also added a campus history section, 
Retrospective, to remind us of how far 

we’ve come and the people and mo-
ments that shaped us along the way. A 
new research news department, Inno-
vation, shines a light on our future as 
a Tier One research university. 

The redesigned magazine follows 
our work last year to revamp our 
website, northtexan.unt.edu, in an 
effort to make our storytelling more 
visual with videos and other multi-
media for increased interaction, 
readability, accessibility and sharing, 
whether you’re reading on your  
mobile devices or your computer. 

We who contribute to the North 
Texan — a collaborative team of 
writers, editors, designers, photog-
raphers, videographers, web devel-
opers and advertising, social media 
and project management specialists 
— take great pride in bringing you 
stories that keep you connected to the 
university and remind you that you’ll 
always be part of the Mean Green 
family. We think the new design is 
innovative and fresh and hope you 
agree. Let us know how you like the 
magazine’s new look. Go Mean Green!

North Texan staff

1964 CHEERLEADERS
I am attaching a photo I thought was 
taken for the 1964 Yucca, but there 
is no picture of the cheerleaders as a 
group there. Pictured, starting with 
myself at the top left and going clock-
wise, are: Bruce Deelaney (’65), Alice; 
Robert Campbell (’64, ’65 M.Ed.), 
Dallas; Barry Jackson (’64, ’67 M.Ed.), 
Cleburne; Judy Philbrick (’65), Dallas; 
Cathy Ashmore, Paris; and Nancy 
Filippone (’65), San Antonio. Cathy 
was secretary and I was president of 
the junior class in 1963-64. Nancy was 
my cheerleading partner and taught 
me everything I knew about cheer-
leading. Bob and Barry were Sig Eps, 
Nancy and Judy were ADPis, Cathy 
was a Chi Omega and I was a KA. It 
was a fun but very busy year.
 
Bruce Deelaney (’65) 
Murphy

WONDERFUL MEMORIES
We continue, due to your talent 
and dedication, to greatly enjoy the 
content, graphic design, photogra-
phy and, therefore, reinforcement 
of my wonderful memories of the 
UNT experience of the early 1960s. I 

University Relations, 
Communications and 
Marketing staff members 
who contribute to the 
North Texan magazine 
are pictured outside of 
the new UNT Welcome 
Center.

D I A L O G U E
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Danny Linn I’ve got 
many favorite spots 
on campus from back 

in the 1960s, but this is my 
newest favorite spot that hon-
ors Purple Heart recipients. Be-
tween us we’ve got three Purple 
Hearts and we both have seen 
three different Union Buildings 
at this same spot. The new UB 
is magnificent! Keith Jackson, 
it’s time for a coffee cake at the UB Campus Chat!

received a top-notch education that I 
later was able to compare very favor-
ably with my military and indus-
try peers who had attended MIT, 
Stanford, Georgia Tech, etc. My only 
regret is that my wife of 41 years did 
not get to share the UNT experi-
ence with me. I have told her many 
stories that were corroborated as we 
visited with my Sigma Phi Epsilon 
brothers. She would have enjoyed it.

Ken Holloway (’64)
Round Rock

DISASTER RECOVERY
I very much enjoyed reading “Build-
ing Resiliency for Disasters” in the 
summer issue of the North Texan.  
I was a graduate from the old days 
when my UNT was called NTSU. 
(Read more on page 47.) We really do 
need more graduates who recognize 
the importance of disaster prepara-
tion and recovery. NTSU/UNT has 
certainly come a long way. 

Maury Forman (’72)
Seattle, Washington

HIGHEST QUALITY
I graduated in 1966 and at the time 
was more interested in graduating 
and not much else. However, I have 
found the most recent copy of the 
North Texan to be quite amazing. 
The substance of the material is 
quite interesting and the magazine 
is of the highest quality. Here it is 53 
years after I graduated and I am so 
much prouder of my school. 

Jay Crisford (’66)
Dallas

@PhoenixMoonrise #WhyIChoseUNT I chose 
UNT to find myself and chase my dream the Mean 
Green way. 

@jack_hintze #WhyIChoseUNT I chose UNT because of the 
culture of Denton and the awesome people here!

@Da_iela0115 #WhyIChoseUNT They offered me the most 
money with the emerald eagle scholarship and it’s a hard 
knock life. I appreciate the opportunity very much.

@givnne #WhyIChoseUNT I’m proud to bleed green for a 
school focused on inclusivity/finding your own identity!

@kayseelmao #WhyIChoseUNT UNT was my first choice. 
It lets me show my talents in pursuing media, and it also lets 
me make my dad proud.

@JamesCrippenEM #WhyIChoseUNT Because at the point 
in my life I wanted to change careers, I found the best school 
in the nation for my career was right down the road from me!

TELL US 
ABOUT

Some of our 
students shared  
on Twitter what 

brought them 
to UNT. Now 

we’d like to 
hear from you. 
Email, write or 

tweet us  
@northtexan: 

Why did you 
choose UNT?

D I A L O G U E
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STAY IN
TOUCH!

LIKE US  
on FB
@northtexas

TWEET US
@northtexan

FOLLOW US 
on INSTA
@unt

FIND US  
on LINKEDIN

EMAIL US
northtexan@unt.edu

WRITE US
UNT Division  
of University  
Relations,  
Communications  
and Marketing
1155 Union Circle 
#311070
Denton, Texas 
76203-5017

1. the_real_lima 
Dropped off 
@francissalazar_ 

at UNT today! We are 
proud of you and we miss 
you already! #meangreen 
#unt #proudfamily 
#collegelife #missyou

2. meganbenson Just left 
UNT for the last time and 
it’s the most bittersweet 
feeling ever. I am so incred
ibly thankful for my last 
two years here and all of 

1.

4.

2.

3.

the amazing people I’ve met 
and experiences I’ve had. 
I’ve grown so much and ex
perienced more than I ever 
thought possible. I can’t 
believe it’s already over, and 
I can honestly say I will miss 
it here. Mean Green forever.
 
3. rayman19.90 #gradpic 
#unt2019 representing 
UNT all the way in  
#Mexico #gomeangreen  
#2019graduation  
#smileseverywhere

4. untunion In 1968, the 
Campus Chat was a lot 
different from the one we 
recognize now. Not only 
that, but at the time the 
top charts included “Hey 
Jude” and “(Sittin On) the 
Dock of the Bay.” We can 
also see the stark differ
ences in fashion as well. 
Who knows when our style 
will become old fashioned, 
but for now we’ll just enjoy 
our fits for as long as we 
can! #unttimewarp



IMPACTING 
COMMUNITIES 

UNT’s Jim McNatt Institute for Logistics Research (JMI) seeks to 
understand and drive sustainable and resilient economic growth through 
logistics. Brian Sauser, institute director and associate professor of 
logistics in the G. Brint Ryan College of Business, uses the simulation and 
modeling equipment available in the Complex Logistics Systems 
Laboratory to assist in his research. He is studying the reasons small 
businesses fail to reopen after a disaster  — important information for the 
communities impacted by their closing.  

UNT’s logistics program is ranked among the top 20 in the nation.

https://research.unt.edu/
https://logisticsresearch.unt.edu/
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BRILLIANTLY GREEN

The heat was sweltering, but radical friendliness still flourished on the UNT campus during the first 

week of classes. The student affairs and finance and administration divisions partnered to set up  

seven tents around campus, staffed by various departments, to answer any questions students might 

have. Also pretty radical? This fall, UNT welcomed its largest-ever freshman class for a record total 

student body enrollment of 39,330 students-.
BG
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New StudeNtS

UNT a family affair 
for mom, daUghTer
Emma Earhart apologizes for being a 
few minutes late. “Traffic,” she sighs. 

“It was her first time to drive 
alone, I think,” says her mother, 
Kathy Earhart. It’s late July, and even 
though Emma is set to start her first 
semester at UNT in just a few weeks, 
she turned 16 only three days ago.

“She was so nervous about her 
driving test, but I was like, ‘Honey, 
you already earned your associate 
degree — you’ve done hard things, 
you’ve got this,’” Kathy says.  

And no one knows better than 
Kathy how hard Emma has worked. 
At 14, the Denton teen chose to forgo 
high school and instead take classes 
at North Central Texas College 
after scoring high enough on her 
SAT to do so. Kathy was so inspired 
by her daughter’s commitment to 
education, she enrolled at NCTC a 
semester later.

“I thought my ship had  
already sailed,” Kathy says. “But 
when I saw her doing so well, I 
was like, ‘You know what? I’m 
going to go for it.’” 

Now both women have 
transferred to UNT as biology 
majors, with the shared dream 
of becoming doctors: Emma 
a surgeon and Kathy a derma-
tologist. This semester, they’re 
enrolled in the same classes — 
14 hours total — and they will be 
half way through their junior year 

at the conclusion of the fall term.
Having each other to rely on, the 

Earharts say, makes the transition 
to UNT even easier — and reminds 
them of how they’ve persevered to 
get here.

“I admire that Emma isn’t going 
the traditional route,” Kathy says. 
“There have been a lot of naysayers, 
but she’s always aimed for the stars.”

I can say the same thing about 
mom, Emma replies.

“She’s balancing a job, a family and 
classes,” Emma says. “No matter what, 
we always encourage each other.”

Advice to My  
 
Freshman Self

Sure, it’s been awhile, but that  
doesn’t mean we don’t recall the things 
we wish we would have known when 
we first stepped foot on campus. Here, 
alums offer a few pieces of wisdom to 
our largest-ever freshman class.

“Everyone from the financial aid 
office to the dean is there to help you 
meet your goals. Remember to have 
fun — enjoy the great opportunity of 
being a college student.”

— Rosa Rodriguez (’03)

“Don’t forget where you came from. 
You will be educated but that does not 
mean you are above others. Use your 
knowledge gained for bettering the 
world.”

— Victor Lopez (’16)

“Stay organized and be ahead of 
schedule. Discipline equals freedom.”

— Steve Reineke (’17)

“If you’re struggling, reach out to 
your professors. They really do care 
and want to help you. Show them that 
you care about your education.”

— Brittanie Schwartz (’18)

U P  F I R S T
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I N  T H E  M E DI A
THE DALLAS OBSERVER made note of UNT’s most famous attendees, including Maren Morris. 

GARY WEBB, professor and chair of the Department of Emergency Management and  
Disaster Science, discussed disaster recovery efforts in Puerto Rico on National Public Radio. 

VANITY FAIR mentioned UNT as a jazz-study hub for female musicians in its August issue. 

MEDIUM spotlighted UNT sophomore and student government vice president Hillary Shah,  
who is part of Advancing Justice’s 2019 Leadership Summit cohort. At 17, she co-founded  
the Frisco Student Activist Union to mobilize students to get involved in local politics. 

WENDY MIDDLEMISS, associate professor of educational psychology, appeared on FOX 4  
to give parents tips on how to talk to their children about mass shootings in the wake of  
El Paso and Dayton.

Faculty Excellence

Powe Recipient
Behavioral science assistant  
professor April Becker and her team 
of students developed an automated 
cylinder test for stroke recovery 
assessment — work that led to her 
earning a prestigious 2019 Ralph E. 
Powe Junior Faculty Enhancement 
Award. UNT has had 12 Powe award 
recipients since 1991.

The test involves measuring a 
mouse’s use of its forepaws when 
exploring an environment before and 
after a stroke. Using touchscreens 
instead of glass cylinders, Becker’s 
automated test allows for the collec-
tion of additional data not typically 

analyzed in the traditional test. She 
hopes that data ultimately will result 
in increased understanding of stroke- 
related effects and treatments in 
humans.

Community  Resources

Increased Access
The College of Health and Public 
Service recently received $400,000 
in funding from the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commission to 
expand its Healthy Community Col-
laborative program to rural areas. 

The program promotes collabora-
tion between public and private  
sectors to increase access to much- 
needed services for people experienc-

ing homelessness or mental illness, 
or who have co-occurring substance 
abuse or primary care health issues. 

Subject matter experts in the  
public administration, rehabilitation 
and health services, and criminal 
justice departments will develop and 
implement a learning community. 
They also will provide consultation 
and training services for emergency 
personnel, clergy and other leaders in 
rural areas so they can develop their 
own programs for at-risk populations. 

“Our college has extensive experi-
ence designing learning communities, 
and we aim to arm stakeholders with 
the tools they need to help prevent 
homelessness and criminal recidi-
vism,” says Abraham David Benavides, 
co-principal investigator and associate 
professor of public administration.

IT’S A TRULY MEANINGFUL SERVICE THAT UNT IS PROVIDING, AND IT’S REALLY COOL THAT I CAN SAY, 
NOT ONLY AS AN EMPLOYEE BUT AS AN ALUM, THAT MY UNIVERSITY IS DOING THIS.  
—  Brenda Barajas, who serves as a liaison as part of UNT’s partnership with the Mexican consulate that aims       

to help Mexican nationals successfully integrate into the U.S. through education, health and financial literacy.

BG • UP FIRST
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Star StudeNt

BLAZING A NEW, 
AND UNIQUE, 
RESEARCH PATH

During Morgan Kainu’s first semes-
ter at UNT, she enrolled in principal 
lecturer Beverly Davenport’s applied 
anthropology class. Via teleconference, 
Davenport invited applied anthropolo-
gists from around the globe to discuss 
their careers, many of which defied 
typical expectations. They worked in 
areas ranging from medical trauma 
centers to genealogy. 

Kainu, too, was fascinated by the 
path less traveled. Since she was a kid, 
the senior anthropology major has 
loved outer space, attending NASA 
summer camps and visiting observa-
tories and planetariums. Though no 
one else at UNT — and practically 
no one in the U.S. — was studying 
it, Kainu thought: Why not combine 
anthropology and the universe?

“It’s not a specific field of study,” 
Kainu says. “But I told myself, ‘This is 
something I love to do, and I’m going 
to make it happen.’”

And she dove right in. Kainu 
started a UNT chapter of Students for 
the Exploration and Development of 
Space in 2017 and has been instru-

mental in bringing the organization’s 
SpaceVision 2020 conference to UNT 
next October. This year, she began 
working as the sponsorship manager 
with the Space Frontier Foundation, 
which advocates for the commercial 
space industry. And she also recently 
launched a student organization called 
SWISE — the Society for Women in 
Space Exploration — and is lead flight 
director for Mars Academy USA, which 
uses exponential technologies and 
simulation-based learning to train the 
next generation of analog astronauts.

For Kainu’s research, anthropology 
professor Christina Wasson took her 
under her wing for a special problems 
course the two devised together. Kainu 
is interested in the human factors and 
ergonomics of space station, analog 
station and off-planet habitat design.

“Wherever humans go, anthropol-
ogists follow,” says Kainu, who is ap-
plying to UNT’s applied anthropology 
graduate program. “It’s a phenomenal 
moment for space exploration with the 
possibility of moving off-planet.”  

— Erin Cristales

Learn more about UNT’s anthropology 
program. anthropology.unt.edu

U P  F I R S T
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The Frisco Arts Walk and Run!  
hosted at Hall Park brings together 
health and the arts. Learn more: 
friscoarts.org/friscoartswalkandrun

UNT’s Kuehne Speaker Series will 
feature Alan Mulally, former president 
and CEO of Ford and Boeing. 
Learn more: KuehneSeries.unt.edu

Common will speak as part of UNT’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series. For 
tickets: UNTUnionTickets.com

Prospective students will learn what 
it’s like to be part of the Mean Green 
Family during UNT Preview. 
Learn more: untpreview.unt.edu

Drummer and composer Tyshawn 
Sorey visits campus as part of UNT’s 
Fine Arts Series. Learn more: 
studentaffairs.unt.edu/fineartsseries 

This year’s Wingspan Gala will  
feature the theme “Viva North  
Texas.” Learn more:  
wingspan.unt.edu

Celebrate the season of lights  
with the Union Orb Tree lighting 
at 6 p.m. on the South Lawn.

O C T O B E R

EVENTS
Show off your Mean Green pride at 
the invitation-only fall UNT ring 
ceremony. Learn more: untalumni.
com/alumni/pages/untofficialring

Celebrate new graduates at the fall 
commencement ceremonies.  
Learn more: 
commencement.unt.edu/fallschedule

Canadian Inuk throat singer Tanya 
Tagaq will perform as part of UNT’s 
Fine Arts Series. Learn more: 
studentaffairs.unt.edu/fineartsseries

The 20th Equity and Diversity 
Conference will delve “Beyond the 
Surface” to examine implicit bias. 
Learn more: edo.unt.edu/
equityanddiversityconference

yMusic, a chamber ensemble from 
New York, will take part in UNT’s Fine 
Arts Series. Learn more: 
studentaffairs.unt.edu/fineartsseries

N O V E M B E R

D E C E M B E R

F E B R U A R Y

BG • UP FIRST



north TEXAN   | northtexan.unt.edu |   Fall 2019 Fall 2019   | northtexan.unt.edu |   north TEXAN 14 15

U P  F I R S T

extracurricularS

WORLD CHAMPIONS
Establishing themselves as two of the top Taekwon-Do  
athletes from around the globe, UNT students Jamie  
Raybourn and Lillian Randall kicked butt — literally.

Black belts Raybourn, a 19-year-old hospitality and 
digital retailing double major, and Randall, a 20-year-
old linguistics major, reigned supreme against some 
of the world’s top Taekwon-Do athletes in this year’s 
Taekwon-Do World Championships in Germany, hosted 
through the International Taekwon-Do Federation. 
At the championships, which took place in April, Ray-
bourn took home the gold in the senior female power 
breaking division, while both Raybourn and Randall 
won silver in the senior women’s team power breaking 
division. The women train on campus in Denton and at 
Poteet Martial Arts in Midlothian.

The Professional Leadership Program is celebrating its 25th 
year of preparing students for internships and their careers. 
Read more at northtexan.edu/online.

Communication studies sophomore Michael Mairs used  
his gaming skills to raise funds for children’s cancer  
research at this year’s St. Jude Play Live. Read more at  
northtexan.edu/online.

Willie Hudspeth (’90, ’93 M.Ed.) and Chelsea Stallings (’09, 
’15 M.A.), along with former communications studies profes-
sor Shaun Treat, have teamed up for the Denton County 
Community Remembrance project, which seeks to memori-
alize lynching victims. Read more at northtexan.edu/online.

Political science professor James Meernik delivered school 
supplies to Colombian teachers in April as part of a project 
in his peace studies class. Watch Meernik and his students 
share their story on WFAA at northtexan.edu/online.

1

2

3

4

Good News for 
UNT Gamers
UNT Esports recently announced 
$20,000 in scholarships for its 
members, making UNT the first 
public university in Texas to offer 
scholarships for collegiate gamers. 
Scholarships will be awarded to 
current players and recruits who 
show exceptional talent and team 
dedication.

The university currently fields 
four varsity teams: Overwatch, League 
of Legends, Hearthstone and Rocket 
League. Prospective students for the 
2020-21 season should join UNT’s 
Discord community for future tryout 
information at discord.gg/untesports.

 M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E

INDUSTRY RESEARCH GROUP NEWZOO ESTIMATES ESPORTS REVENUES WILL TOP $1 BILLION 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 2019 — CLIMBING 27% FROM LAST YEAR’S FIGURE.

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18931/
https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18949/
https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18955/
https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/17761/
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The dining hall at West Hall reopened 
in September as Kitchen West, the 
second university dining hall in the  
nation to be completely free of the 
“Big 8” food allergens: milk, eggs, fish, 
wheat, peanuts, tree nuts, soy and 
shellfish. 

“We’re committed to creating 
recipes using whole ingredients from 
in-house,” says Peter Balabuch (’97), 
executive director of dining services, 
who notes some of the recipes being 
perfected at Kitchen West include 
fried chicken, chili mac and corn-
bread, creamy pasta, carrot cake and 
cupcakes. “We always focus on making 
the absolute best foods for our UNT 
community.”

The idea to create a dining hall free 
of allergens was proposed last fall, due 
to the number of students who con-
tend with food allergies. While foods 
containing allergens are — and will 
continue to be — clearly marked in all 
UNT dining halls on campus, Bala-
buch says it was important to create 

diNiNg

West Goes 
Allergen-Free

Journalism Greats
The annual Mayborn Literary Non-
fiction Conference, hosted by UNT’s 
Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of 
Journalism in July, brought luminaries 
in the field to address the conference’s 
theme of “Justice in America.” The 
featured journalists included investi-
gative reporter Nikole Hannah-Jones 
and Hidden Figures author Margot 
Lee Shetterly. Each year, the confer-
ence brings together more than 400 
aspiring and established storytellers, 
photographers and journalists for 
panels, workshops and mini-classes.

 
Top Honor
Bob Brown (’80, ’90 M.B.A.), UNT’s 
senior vice president for finance and 
administration, recently received the 
Distinguished Business Officer Award 
from the National Association of Col-
lege and University Business Officers. 
NACUBO’s annual awards recognize 
individual and institutional excellence 
in higher education business and 
financial management, and recipients 
exemplify the best in the sector.

a dedicated space for students who 
can’t consume some or all of the “Big 
8.” He notes that the chefs mill their 
own “flours,” make their own stocks 
and broths, and even grow some leafy 
greens and herbs themselves in UNT’s 
organic, non-GMO hydroponic garden 
on campus.

“If you need a place where you 
don’t have to worry at all about the Big 
8 allergens, Kitchen West is it,” he says. 

Kitchen West joins other specialty 
dining halls on campus, including the 
immensely popular all-vegan Mean 
Greens Café. Since its inception, Mean 
Greens has played a starring role in 
student recruitment — even contrib-
uting to UNT’s designation as No. 2 in 
Delish.com’s list of Best College Dining 
Halls — and Balabuch says Kitchen 
West will no doubt do the same.

“Kitchen West resonates with stu-
dents, parents and the larger UNT and 
Denton community,” he says. “It’s won-
derful to be able to say to parents, ‘We 
have a place where we can absolutely 
say your child will not be exposed to 
allergens in their food.’” 

“IF YOU NEED A PLACE WHERE
YOU DON’T HAVE TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE BIG 8 ALLERGENS,
KITCHEN WEST IS IT.”

BG • UP FIRST

Listen to conference  
co-director Michael Mooney  

(’09 M.J.) discuss journalism.  
northtexan.unt.edu/podcasts

https://northtexan.unt.edu/podcasts
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expert take

Summer  
of 1969
Woodstock, the moon landing, the 
Stonewall Riots: 1969 was a notable 
year, to put it mildly. 

First came the Stonewall Riots, 
demonstrations by the LGBTQ+ 
community against police raids that 
are often viewed as some of the most 
important milestones for the early 
gay rights movement.

Then, there was the Apollo 11 
space launch, an almost unbelievable 
sight, in which Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin achieved the unthinkable 
by stepping foot on the moon.

And finally, just a few weeks later, 
more than 400,000 people trekked to 
a 600-acre dairy farm in upstate New 
York for some pretty memorable  
musical performances known as 
Woodstock. 

Our faculty experts share their 
unique perspective on how these 
events changed the societal  
landscape 50 years ago.

CLARK POMERLEAU
Associate professor in UNT’s  
Department of History

“The Stonewall Riots provided an 
opportunity for disenfranchised trans 
women and gender non-conforming 
young people to assert their right to 
hold public space and then to orga-
nize for political gains. It was part of 
this broad activist conversation about 
tactics and issues.”

RON DIIULIO
Director of UNT’s astronomy lab

“Our phones have 10 times the 
capability of the computer that took 
those astronauts to the moon. The 
things we look at as commonplace, 
like our smart watches, were science 
fiction. They’re less than 50 years old 
— the dreams weren’t even there.”

SARA OUTHIER (’12 M.S.)
UNT music librarian for digital  
and audio services

“Sometimes you find yourself in 
a moment where you’re like, ‘Oh my 
goodness, this is historical.’ Wood-
stock was an event where I think 
people who were there knew it was 
a special time in their lives, a special 
time in the world, and that they were 
in the right place at the right time.” 

Want to learn more?  
Check out our episode of  

UNT Pod devoted to the summer of 
1969 at northtexan.unt.edu/podcasts 
or search UNT Pod wherever you 
listen to podcasts.

U P  F I R S T

https://northtexan.unt.edu/podcasts
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https://wingspan.unt.edu/
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CAAAM Receives $10M in Funding
The Texas Legislature recognized the additive manufacturing center’s dedication to developing the future.

With the $10 million it was recently awarded by the 86th Texas Legislature, UNT’s Center for  
Agile and Adaptive Additive Manufacturing intends to transform manufacturing technologies to 
better develop complex 3D objects. That will create viable market-based solutions impacting every-
thing from operating rooms to oil fields — almost every industry — all while producing practically 
zero waste and saving costs that give Texas’ companies an advantage. UNT launched the center in 
2018 under the umbrella of the existing Materials Research Facility, which is co-sponsored by the 
Office of Research and Innovation and the College of Engineering, for the dual purpose of research 
and providing students with hands-on education opportunities in this growing area. 

I N N O V A T I O N

Learn more about  
research at UNT.

research.unt.edu

Above
Saket Thapliyal, a  
second-year Ph.D. 
student, and Jessica 
Reeder, a senior studying 
materials science and 
engineering, work at one 
of CAAAM’s 3D printers.

https://research.unt.edu/
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“The first time 
I actually held a 
woodpecker …  
that moment of me 
connecting with that 
bird in my hand and 
feeling those stiff 
tail feathers, it really 
stuck with me.”

— Amy Wynia
A UNT Ph.D. candidate who traveled more than 6,000 

miles to Navarino Island in southernmost Chile to search 
for the Magellanic Woodpecker, the largest woodpecker in 

South America, whose population is dwindling

including grassland restoration.
“I love the strong emphasis UNT’s 

biology department has in environ-
mental science and research,” Lichten-
berg says. “That’s a good match for my 
research, which combines fundamen-
tal questions and applied questions to 
ask how we can use science to move 
our conservation efforts forward.”

WAVE MAKER
 
UNT’s Sub-Antarctic Biocultural 
Conservation Program in Chile 
received a 2019 Ocean Award from 
Boat International, a publisher of 
materials for boating enthusiasts.    

UNT was recognized for the 
creation of the Diego Ramirez-Drake 
Passage Marine Park, established in 
January 2018 at the southern end of 
the continental shelf of the South 
American continent. 

The park is the 25th marine pro-
tected area in Chile and the seventh 
in Patagonia. It’s the largest such 
park in South America, extending 
more than 144,390 square kilometers,  
and includes the marine habitats of 
the Diego Ramirez Archipelago.

BUZZ-WORTHY 
DEVELOPMENT
 
At UNT’s Pollinative Prairie, located 
at the university’s 300-acre Discov-
ery Park research facility, a team of 
faculty, staff and students tend to the 
patch of Texas tall grass in an effort 
to increase native plant and animal 
biodiversity on campus. They aren’t 
alone. In its mission to inspire eco-
logical responsibility, UNT plays host 
to environmental initiatives ranging 
from the Lewisville Lake Environ-
mental Learning Area to the We Mean 
Green Fund.

Now, the Bee Campus USA uni-
versity is adding a bee expert: Elinor 
Lichtenberg, a leading plant-pollinator 
researcher, will join the biology faculty 
beginning in January. Lichtenberg’s 
research looks at the impact of human 
activities that remove wildlife habitats, 
as well as those that maintain them, 

“I LOVE THE STRONG EMPHASIS
UNT’S BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT
HAS IN ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE AND RESEARCH.”

BG • INNOVATION
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I N N O V A T I O N

Nicole Bereolos (’07 Ph.D.) kNows it isN’t easy. She 
knows that living with chronic illness is a 24/7 struggle. 
She knows how tempting it can be to throw in the towel. 
And she knows giving up is a lot less likely for those who 
refuse to tackle their challenges alone.

Bereolos knows all of these things because she’s 
been on both sides. At 12, she was diagnosed with Type 1 
diabetes, at 20 with polycystic ovary syndrome, and at 30 
with Hashimoto’s thyroiditis. She entered graduate school 
determined to help those battling chronic illness, and in 
2007, received her Ph.D. in clinical health psychology and 
behavioral medicine from UNT — in conjunction with the 
UNT Health Science Center — in order to do just that. 

“Having these chronic illnesses, I’ve had to learn advo-
cacy on my own part, to fight for myself,” Bereolos says. “I 
want to help others find their own voice.”

Now, Bereolos, who also is a certified diabetes educator, 
owns three psychology clinics in Dallas, McKinney and 
Sherman, where she sees people for a wide range of issues 
including adjustment to chronic illness, diabetes manage-
ment and depression. 

“People come in worried about issues like their finances 
and just keeping up their hope,” she says. “We talk about 
the challenges and barriers with these illnesses, things like 
managing life demands or weight struggles or that it’s OK 
to fire your doctor — you are the CEO of your health.”

And, she adds, it’s important to recognize that emotion-
al health is just as key to the treatment of chronic illness as 
physical health. She frequently speaks at national confer-
ences, where she advocates for psychologists becoming 
part of a patient’s medical team beginning with diagnosis.

“Most of the time, patients are sent to me as a last re-
sort, and they come in feeling like they’re being punished,” 
she says. “But psychologists can help people learn how to 
place themselves — not their condition — at the center, so 
they can live a full life.”                                   — Erin Cristales

alumNi profile

 
Chronically Caring

Foiling Theft
New technology will soon join the 
fight against credit card theft thanks 
to an invention by UNT’s Cyber 
Forensics Technology Lab, headed by 
Scott Belshaw, an associate profes-
sor in the Department of Criminal 
Justice. Belshaw developed the 
patent-pending skimmer technology 
with Michael Saylor, president of 
Cyber Defense Labs. 

The team, which includes a group 
of Texas Academy of Mathematics 
and Science students at UNT, devel-
oped a design for a small, handheld 
wand that can detect illicit Bluetooth 
signals and warn users of a skimmer 
device in gas pumps, ATMs and other 
machines that take credit cards. 

$2.5M Grant
Regents Professor of Electrical 
Engineering Miguel Acevedo now 
has $2.5 million from the National 
Science Foundation over five years 
to dig deep into food-energy-water 
systems.

Specifically, Acevedo, who also is a 
scientist with the Advanced Environ-
mental Research Institute, seeks to 
find solutions for the high amount of 
salt in agricultural soil and irriga-
tion water in regions where water 
is limited or traditional fertilizer 
and irrigation management have 
altered water and soil quality. It’s a 
problem that affects crops in those 
areas, leading to a decrease in food 
production and long-term degrada-
tion of soil and water. With 800 
million undernourished people in the 
world, and increasing risks of global 
food insecurity and climate change, 
Acevedo’s work is critical.
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By the Numbers

300
Acreage at UNT’s Discovery 
Park, home to the College of 
Engineering, the College of 

Information and the Materials 
Research Facility. It’s the  
largest of its kind in the  

North Texas region.

3
That’s where UNT’s 

graduate materials science 
and engineering program 

ranks in Texas. The program 
prepares students to explore 
the technological challenges 

of creating, applying and 
characterizing new materials for 
the modern world, achieved by 

a balance of formal coursework, 
practical laboratory experience 

and research projects.

64
UNT leads Texas  

universities in the number  
of Goldwater Scholars in math, 

science and engineering,  
with 64 named since 1996. 

Oxygen for  
Astronauts
A UNT College of Engineering team 
is working to make space exploration 
a little easier on astronauts. The team 
is one of 11 selected nationwide for 
the eXploration Systems and Habita-
tion Aca demic Innovation Challenge, 
or X-Hab, in which undergraduate 
students have been tasked with 
design ing, building and characterizing 
a functional prototype of a micro-
gravity gas-liquid separator for an air 
revitalization system.

Led by faculty advisor Huseyin 
Bostanci, associate professor of 
engineering technology, the team’s 
goal is to better remove carbon 
dioxide from manned space vehicles 
and habitats, ultimately ensuring the 
availability of oxygen for astronauts. 
As part of its acceptance through the 
X-Hab challenge, the team will receive 
$30,000 in funding from the National 
Space Grant Foundation to develop its 
prototype.

Research VP
Mark R. McLellan, a 30-year leader 
of university research programs with 
experience at five major institutions, 
has been selected to oversee research 
and innovation at UNT as it seeks to 
cement its place among the nation’s 
top Tier One research universities. 
McLellan, whose appointment began 
Sept. 16, comes to UNT from Portland 
State University. 

Water 
Conservation
The Environmental Education 
Initiative (EEI), a unique program 
sponsored by the city of Dallas that’s 
saved billions of gallons of water 
from going down the drain, recently 
received a $2.25 million grant 
renewal through 2024 from the city. 

Led by UNT College of Science 
associate professor Ruthanne “Rudi” 
Thompson, the program enables 
Thompson and her team to examine 
water usage data on thousands of 
homes with Dallas zip codes — 
allowing her to study and correlate 
the effects of education on changing 
behavior. Thompson works with 
teachers throughout Dallas to teach 
students in Pre-K through 5th grade 
about conservation through hands-
on activities such as building mini 
aquifers in cups, creating water 
filtration devices and singing songs 
about the urban water cycle. Over 
a 10-year period, the program has 
potentially saved the city of Dallas 
more than $31 million.

THE FULBRIGHT AWARD PROVIDES A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO SEE THE HIGHER EDUCATION 
SYSTEM IN ANOTHER CULTURE AND LEARN HOW THEY INTEGRATE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION.
— Engineering professor Jincheng Du, a Fulbright winner going to Brazil to study phase separations in glass materials

BG • INNOVATION
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Learning by Doing 
Media arts students delve into the filmmaking process by creating their own TV pilot.  

Johnathan Paul’s (’12, ’16 M.F.A.) media arts classes this year went beyond lectures and film clips. 
Over the course of three semesters, students wrote, shot and are now editing a TV pilot. 

“We were actually putting all of those skills into practice,” Paul says. 
The show is called The Fairview Chronicles, based on the novel by Paul, who is the director and 

an adjunct professor. The students will pitch it to TV executives this fall. Students are earning 
grades — and a credit on the Internet Movie Database (IMDB) website. 

“It’s so cool to put that on my resume, and I’m not even out of college yet,” says camera  
operator Tanner Matthews, a senior media arts major.

Senior media arts  
student Tanner Matthews  
operates camera  
equipment during the 
summer TV pilot class.

Read about how UNT 
alumni helped advise 

students in the class.
northtexan.unt.edu/learning-doing

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18793/
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ALONZO’S PORTRAITS SEEM TO BOTH WHISPER AND SHOUT AT YOU DEPENDING ON THE DAY.   
— Texas Monthly on the work of senior studio art major Juan Carlos Alonzo, whose Instagram account is @boiijc

Place for Curious Minds
Alumna used her commercial art/design major  
to spearhead the building of a children’s museum.  

Collette Michaud (’86) creates joy for children. In the late 
1980s and 1990s, she helped produce educational software 
for Lucas Learning and The Learning Company. Now as 
CEO and founder of the Children’s Museum of Sonoma 
County in Santa Rosa, California, she has created a place 
where youngsters can play in an outdoor miniature Rus-
sian River, use their creativity in an art studio or imagine 
themselves as doctors, among the many hands-on exhibits.

“Children have a never-ending curiosity about the 
world,” she says. 

Michaud found a connection between design and 
entrepreneurism at UNT’s Fine Line Graphics, the 
student-run design firm on campus. After working in the 
software industry for 20 years, she established a museum 
in her neighboring city after visiting similar places with 
her two sons. The museum, which opened in 2014, brings 
in 150,000 visitors each year. 

“Seeing the happy faces of children and hearing their 
parents say how much the museum makes a difference  
in their lives is incredibly meaningful and fulfilling,”  
she says.

Books

The Yellow 
House 
As a student at UNT, Sarah Broom 
(’02) frequently jotted down memo-
ries about her family’s home in New 
Orleans.

“I was obsessed from the moment 
I left the house and first entered UNT,” 
says Broom, who majored in journal-
ism and anthropology. “I didn’t know 
it at the time, but I was making a lot of 
notes that would be the book.”

That book is The Yellow House 
(Grove), a memoir of her family that 
has garnered praise from Entertain

ment Weekly, The New York Times and other major publications. 
“I always have been someone who cares about connection,” Broom says.  

“I hope it speaks about home and place.” 

Read more about Broom. northtexan.unt.edu/yellow-house  

Tracing Darwin’s Path 
in Cape Horn
By Ricardo Rozzi
Through illustrations 
and photos, the phi-
losophy and religion 
studies professor 
explores the route of 
Charles Darwin’s  
travels throughout 
South America that 
inspired his theory of 
human evolution. 

Age in Love:  
Shakespeare and the  
Elizabethan Court 
By Jacqueline 
Vanhoutte
The Distinguished 
Teaching professor 
shows that Shake-
speare’s lecherous old 
men reflect Elizabeth 
I’s favorites. 

The Americanization 
of Zen Chanting
By Stephen Slottow
The associate profes-
sor of music theory 
examines how chant-
ing has transformed 
in the course of its 
migration to, and con-
tinuing development 
in, North America.

BG • MUSE

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18799/
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Violin King  

When acclaimed film composer 
Hans Zimmer was looking for  
musicians to play on The Lion King, 
he found one from the College of 
Music faculty.

Scott Tixier, assistant professor 
of jazz studies, performed the violin 
for the soundtrack of the live-action 
remake. Zimmer chose him after see-
ing Tixier play on the Re-Collective 
Orchestra’s recording of the Black 
Panther soundtrack. 

Tixier describes the two weeks 
in the studio as “a transformative 
experience.” Although he has worked 
with some of the greatest musicians 
of all time, The Lion King was not just 
another session. 

“Each time it’s a mix of excite-
ment, anxiety and the feeling of dis-
covering a new part of myself,” Tixier 
says. “Working on a short film or a 
big production, but also with artists 
such as Stevie Wonder or Elton John, 
is always a huge challenge for me 
because I care and I want to give my 
very best.”

Art for Everyone 
Thanks to an old ice cream truck, this studio art graduate  
gets the community involved in his work. 

Arnoldo Hurtado (’10) wants more people to have access 
to the arts. In 2011, he set up the Red Studio Gallery near 
the Hurley Administration Building so passersby could 
see him making art. Now the Fort Worth-based artist 
drives the Artscream Truck, a former ice cream truck that 
he turned into a mobile gallery/studio space so commu-
nity members can help with his projects. 

That includes the Convivio mural — featuring a ma-
riachi band set against a background of flowers and cacti 
— in the Northside neighborhood of Fort Worth. 

“Even if people have not practiced their creativity, 
there is always room to support those who have and the 
results can be powerful,” he says. “We all have an innate 
creative spark, and while our current society has not 
always made it possible for us to explore that, I believe 
together we can create what we did with Convivio, on a 
mass society-changing scale.”

Mysterious Pull 
At age 14, Scott Mulvahill (’10)  
started playing bass guitar. A year 
later, he discovered the upright bass. 

“The upright had this mysterious 
pull to it,” he says. “It’s such a large 
instrument, and with no frets it’s very 
difficult, so I think I was attracted to 
the challenge of it. Once I tried it, I 
fell in love with it.”

Mulvahill has appeared on NPR’s 
Tiny Desk concert series and played 
with Ricky Skaggs, Alison Krauss and 
Bruce Hornsby. Last year, he released 
the CD Himalayas. 

“I don’t think I could make my 
music on the bass without a strong 
foundation on the instrument and a 
good ear for harmony,” he says. “UNT 
definitely helped me develop that.” 

TWO MUSIC ALUMNI HAVE MAJOR PROJECTS THIS FALL: CARMEN CUSACK WILL APPEAR IN THE 
MOVIE A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, WHILE OPERA SINGER LATONIA MOORE WILL 
PERFORM IN PORGY AND BESS AT THE METROPOLITAN OPERA IN NEW YORK CITY. 
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Forward Thinking

How Do You Climb 
Out of a Creative Rut?

“I make sure to have several creative projects 
going, all at various stages in different mediums. 

I switch around when one isn’t working. The 
most important thing is to get into the studio 

even when you don’t want to and keep working              
on something, anything, every day.” 

— Donna Marquet, senior lecturer in scenic design 
whose works have been featured in stage shows 
across the country and Nickelodeon programs All 
That and Drake & Josh

“I fall into creative ruts by doing the same thing the 
same way for too long. I’ve found trying something 

completely different, even as a hobby, can be really 
inspiring. I took piano lessons for the first time at 41. 
It gave me a whole new set of metaphors for problem 
solving that helped me reinvent my illustration work.”
— Chris Philpot (’97), an illustrator whose work 
has appeared in The Atlantic, Car and Driver, Fast 
Company, Esquire, National Geographic Kids, The New 
York Times and Wired

“I turn down some music very low where I can  
barely hear it. Inevitably, I hear something that isn’t 
there, like just certain frequencies. That always 
spawns musical ideas. For lyrics, lying outside in the 
hammock and relaxing my brain helps me come up 
with lots of ideas.”
 — April Samuels, a music major from 1987 to 1990. 
She’s a drummer whose songs were featured in the 
Discovery Channel show Outward Bound, and is 
founder of the nonprofit organization Breast Cancer 
Can Stick It! Foundation Inc. The Breast Cancer Can 
Stick It! Band will play at the GameDay Grille at the 
Alumni Pavilion before the Oct. 19 football game at 
Apogee Stadium. 

Documentary Honor
Two media arts majors fell in love with a town — and so 
did the judges.

Hayley Knight (’19) and senior Kaarthik Tharmiya made 
an A on their documentary production class assignment 
— and it won a statewide award. 

Their film Boots, Beer and Baseball: The Story of Nocona 
captured the True Texas Travel Experience documentary  
category award at Denton’s Thin Line Fest, a prize spon-
sored by Texas Highways magazine. The documentary 
tells the story of the Nocona-based brewery that not only 
makes beer, but also boasts a boot and ball glove factory. 

“We were inspired to make the film due to the sheer 
uniqueness of what we had found in a small Texas town 
in the middle of nowhere,” Tharmiya says. 

He expects to finish his media arts degree in 2020 and 
wants to pursue a career in film and music production. 
Knight works as video editor for MarketScale, a Dallas 
marketing company. 

“I enjoy making documentaries because I love being 
able to capture real-life events and help people tell their 
stories,” Knight says. “There is just so much passion and 
honesty that goes into making documentaries.”

BG • MUSE
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First things first — check the career 
passing touchdowns record off the 
list. Prior to the first game of the 
season, Fine already owned program 
records for career passing yardage, 
career completions, career pass 
attempts, career passing efficiency 
and career 300-yard passing games. 
He entered this season with 64 career 
passing touchdowns, second only to 
the great Steve Ramsey (1967-69), 
who held the school record of 69. By 
game two, versus the SMU Mustangs, 
Fine had tied Ramsey’s record.

Currently, Fine is second in career 
completion percentage, trailing Riley 
Dodge (2008-10), who completed 
64.7% of his career pass attempts. 
Fine has seen his completion percent-
age rise in each of his three seasons 
— in fact, he reached 64.6% in 2018. 
Under new offensive coordinator 
Bodie Reeder, he has the opportunity 
to continue to see those numbers rise. 

He’s also looking for a bowl win 
this season. North Texas resurrected 
itself quickly from the 1-11 2015 sea-

M E A N  G R E E N

Follow Fine’s progress this 
season. 6ForHeisman.com

son prior to head coach Seth Littrell 
and Fine’s arrival. Still, Fine missed 
the Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl in 
2016 due to injury, 2017 ended with 
a New Orleans Bowl loss, and last 
season he suffered a leg injury in the 
first quarter of the New Mexico Bowl 
that cost him the remainder of the 
game. The Mean Green are again well 
positioned to compete for a confer-
ence championship and find success 
in bowl season. One of the only things 
left on Fine’s resume is a win in that 
last game. 

And, finally, the legendary QB 
has a chance to break UNT’s 15-year 
draft drought. With offensive trends 
shifting more toward a spread and in 
some cases an air raid approach, and 
with the recent and potential success 
of quarterbacks with similar builds 
— like Baker Mayfield in Cleveland 
and last year’s No. 1 overall pick Kyler 
Murray in Arizona — Fine should 
stand out as a great fit in a league that 
continues to progress.

Fine Possibilities
Senior quarterback Mason Fine’s name is all over the Mean Green record 
books, and other key categories are in his sights. What else is left before he 
moves on to his next chapter?
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Football  
Players on 
Watch Lists
Several North Texas football players 
have been named to watch lists this 
season.

Junior running back DeAndre Tor-
rey was selected as a member of the 
Paul Hornung Award watch list and 
the Doak Walker watch list, Mean 
Green tight end Kelvin Smith was 
chosen as a member of the Mackey 
Award watch list, redshirt senior 
center Sosaia Mose was picked as a 
member of the Rimington Trophy 
watch list and senior wide receiver 
Rico Bussey Jr. was selected to the 
Biletnikoff Award watch list. 

Additionally, quarterback Mason 
Fine has been named to the Earl 
Campbell Tyler Rose Award, Walter 
Camp Award, Davey O’Brien, Man-
ning Award, Unitas Golden Arm and 
Maxwell Award watch lists.

New Super Pit 
Court Design
A Diving Eagle design won the fan 
vote to determine the Super Pit’s 
new court for the 2019-20 season. 
With over 6,500 online and social 
media votes cast, the Diving Eagle 
option garnered nearly 54% of the 
total vote. A Battle Flag design was 
a clear second-place finisher in the 
voting, combining to have just over 
24% of the vote on all platforms. A 
Light the Tower design had about 
15% of the collective votes. The new 
design will be unveiled later this fall.

Will Soccer Make It Six?
During its current run of five straight conference  
championships, the women’s soccer team has taken 
UNT’s winningest program — now entering its 25th year 
— to even greater heights.

The team earned the program’s most wins in a single 
season (19), had a program-best 16 shutouts in a season, 
was nationally ranked for the first time, won 85% of its 
home matches, had an all-American honoree and won 22 
more matches than anyone else in Conference USA. 

“When you’re going for six straight C-USA titles, the 
target on your back becomes much larger,” head coach 
John Hedlund says. “Everyone wants to knock you off the 
top of the mountain, so we know we’re going to get every-
one’s best.”

Defending Their Title
The North Texas men’s cross country team, the 2018 
Conference USA champions, were picked to finish third 
in the 2019 C-USA Preseason Poll, while the Mean Green 
women are expected to finish seventh. “As returning 
champions, the goal is always to defend the title,” head 
coach Kevin Williams says. He noted that the task will be 
tough — but the Mean Green team is up to it.

By the Numbers

31K
The number of seats at UNT’s 
Apogee Stadium. Apogee is the 
only collegiate stadium in the 
nation to sport eco-friendly  

wind turbines.

70
The number of years ago the 
UNT men’s golf team began a 
historic run rarely seen across 

the NCAA sports spectrum. 
In 1949, they won the NCAA 
golf championship, the first 
of four consecutive national 

championships. They also had 
three second-place finishes 

from 1954 to 1956.

2019 MEAN GREEN 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

SEPT. 28  vs. HOUSTON 

OCT. 12 at SOUTHERN MISS 

OCT. 19 vs. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 

OCT. 26 at CHARLOTTE 

NOV. 2 vs. UTEP, HOMECOMING 

NOV. 9 at LOUISIANA TECH 

 NOV. 23 at RICE 

NOV. 30 vs. UAB

Get tickets: 
meangreensports.com

BG • MEAN GREEN

https://meangreensports.com/
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NFL LEGEND JOE GREENE got his start on the football 
field at North Texas nearly 55 years ago. Selected No. 4 
overall in the 1969 NFL Draft, Greene played 13 seasons 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers and is considered the most 
dominant defensive lineman in NFL history. His connec-
tion to UNT has never wavered, and in 2018, he was hon-
ored with a statue outside Apogee Stadium. This August, 
580 students moved into UNT’s newest building — Joe 
Greene Hall (see page 42). 

Why did you choose UNT?  When I graduated from high 
school in 1965, in Temple, Texas, I received offers to visit 
Texas A&I in Kingsville, Prairie View and New Mexico 
State in Las Cruces. But, I wrote a letter to North Texas 
because I had read in the catalog about Abner Haynes, an 
African American student who played football there. He 
was a fantastic player and he started playing pro football. 
The school invited me to visit, and when I did, Coach Fred 
McCain and Coach Odus Mitchell were very friendly. I 
went to the coaches office but the door was closed. I peeked 
through a small window in the door and saw the coaches in 
there, desks lined up. I had a flash and went to the men’s 
room and did about 15 push-ups — that was about my  
limit. I was probably 6 foot, 3 inches, and around 235 
pounds. When I walked in, they all stood up and offered 
me a scholarship on the spot. They hadn’t seen anyone on 
our campus that was big like me. Every weekend or so after, 
Coach McCain or Coach Bob Way visited me in Temple. 

Your birthname was Charles Edward. Where did the name 
Joe come from?  I was a big baby. I was born in 1946 and 
during that time, Joe Lewis was the world heavyweight 
boxing champ. Somebody said I reminded them of him, so 
they called me Joe. 

What was it like the first time you met Abner Haynes? It 
was really, really special. He had established himself in 
the American Football League. When you’re from Temple, 
you don’t meet many pro football players. To know he was 
a former North Texas player was very neat. I hadn’t given 

playing pro football any major thoughts. But I started to 
see more and more guys come through who had played at 
North Texas — Spider Lockhart, Bobby Smith. That got me 
thinking: Maybe I could do that, too. 

How did you meet your late wife, Agnes?  I met her my 
second year at North Texas. I lived in the Quads — there 
was one dorm on each corner with the cafeteria in the 
center of it. Two housed women and two housed men, one 
predominantly for athletes and the other for non-athletes. 
Agnes (’73) lived in the Quads, too. We met in the cafeteria. 
(Some of the buildings still exist today as Bain Hall and two 
music practice buildings.) We have three kids together. My 
oldest son, Charles Major (’91), was born while we were at 
North Texas, and he and my son, Edward Delon (’93), both 
graduated from North Texas.

How does Agnes’ memorial scholarship fund honor her 
legacy? Major started the Greene Family Foundation along 
with Delon and my daughter, Joquel, to honor their mother 
after she died of breast cancer in 2016. I’m just along for 
the support. The UNT Agnes Lucille Craft Greene Schol-
arship helps young students whose families have experi-
enced the difficulty of dealing with cancer. She would be 
so happy about the fund and its purpose and really, really 
thrilled about her children doing that for her. I am pleased, 
modestly, that we could give back a little bit. 

How has the campus transformed since you were a student 
in 1965?  It’s a joy to see how much it’s changed. One of 
my favorite spots was between the old biology building 
and the English building. There was a bench at a pond and 

JOE GREENE
THE FOOTBALL LEGEND AND UNT ALUMNUS LONG AGO CEMENTED HIS STATUS AS AN NFL GREAT.  
BUT HIS REPUTATION LOOMS EVEN LARGER ON CAMPUS, WHERE HE’S MADE A LASTING IMPACT.

TEXT BY MEREDITH MORIAK WRIGHT

Q
+ 
A

View a slideshow 
of photos from 

Greene’s life and career.  
northtexan.unt.edu/
joe-greene

Follow your dreams. Commit 
yourself. You’re going to need some
help, but you have to put yourself
in a position to receive the help and
take advantage of the help. 

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18601/
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some vegetation. It was a really nice place to sit, talk and 
reminisce. I’m excited about North Texas’ present and 
future, too. The new facilities, the new athletic facilities, 
the direction of the athletic programs, all of the resources 
they have made available to the athletes and the students 
— that’s forward thinking. 

You had an impressive career in the NFL, both as a player 
and as an assistant coach. What memories rise above them 
all?  So many moments stand out. Without a doubt, one 
was in 2000, when Dan Rooney, the son of the founder of 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, was being inducted into the NFL 
Hall of Fame and he asked me to be his presenter. He had 
so many people he could’ve asked, from the commissioner 
to owners of pro teams, his son, his brother, a multitude of 
former players or civic leaders in the city. But he chose me. 
Also, Nov. 2, 2014, at a Steelers football game, when they 
retired No. 75. My wife and kids were there, and the Steel-
ers had only retired one other number prior to that, and 
that was back in the 1960s. And I remember when I first 
went to Pittsburgh and we won one game in that first year. 
It was terrible. Our facility was in the basement of a first-
aid building at the County Fair. It was bad, and we were 
bad. But we, the team, transformed from that first year in 
1969 to winning four Super Bowls from 1975 to 1980. I want 
to be remembered for playing 13 years and contributing to 
four championship teams. I would like to be remembered 
for maybe setting a standard for others to achieve.

How exciting has it been to watch the Mean Green football 
team’s transformation during the last couple of seasons? 
There is nothing like campus life and spirit, supporting 
the winning program. It’s electric and a good thing. That’s 
what we all want to be able to do, cheer a winning pro-
gram. I see effort is there. The interest is there. The drive 
and the will is there. With the right people being involved, 
it becomes infectious. 

What honor presented by North Texas has had the greatest 
impact on you? Being named to the Board of Regents, that 
was special. I was 35 and the first African American regent. 
It was very, very big in terms of my appreciation for North 
Texas and it put me in a position to really give back and 
help. But each honor is a new and rewarding experience — 
the statue unveiling at Apogee Stadium last fall, and then 
a new residence hall with my name on it. I guess it means 
that over my time, since 1965, I probably have done some 
things that weren’t too bad.  

What do you want the students living in Joe Greene Hall 
to know? Follow your dreams. Commit yourself. You’re 
going to need some help, but you have to put yourself in a 
position to receive the help and take advantage of the help. 
That’s following your dreams. We all need help. 

It’s been a big year, with the reveal of the statue and the 
residence hall naming. What was your reaction? I felt tre-
mendously honored and humbled by it all. I felt like, “Gee, 
Joe. How do I live up to this? It’s huge.” I guess, bottom 
line, I have to pass it all around and make some sense of 
it. I’m thankful. Thank you, thank you, thank you, North 
Texas. That’s the best way to respond.

J O E  G R E E N E  F A S T  F A C T S

He was a first-round NFL draft pick who played  
defensive tackle for the Pittsburgh Steelers from 
1969 to 1981 – the centerpiece of the Steel Curtain.

He was Defensive Rookie of the Year and twice 
Defen sive Player of the Year, has six NFL champion-
ship rings (four as a player), was named to 10 Pro 
Bowls, and is in the UNT, college and pro football 
halls of fame. 

He received the UNT Distinguished Alumnus Award 
in 1976 and was a regent from 1983 to 1987. 

1

2

3

Front
Photo mosaic includes 
UNT images and images 
courtesy of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers.

Left
Joe Greene at this 
summer’s ribbon cutting 
event for UNT’s newest 
residence hall named 
for him.
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Call ing all  alumni and friends home to UNT to 

celebrate during Homecoming 2019. A variety of 

events and activities, themed “Space,” wil l  take 

place throughout the week of Oct. 28 and culminate 

Nov. 2 at Apogee Stadium when the Mean Green 

football  team faces off against UTEP. For more 

information, visit homecoming.unt.edu.

Wednesday, Oct. 30

6 p.m.

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  A L U M N I  A C H I E V E M E N T  A W A R D S
Apogee Stadium
For more information, visit  
untalumni.com/alumni-awards.

Thursday, Oct. 31

7 p.m.

Y E L L  L I K E  H E L L
UNT Coliseum

Friday, Nov. 1

7:30 p.m.

B O N F I R E
UNT Alumni Pavil ion, Apogee Stadium
For information, call  940-565-2834  
or email alumni@unt.edu.  
RSVP: untalumni.com/bonfire

Saturday, Nov. 2

8 a.m.

G O L D E N  E A G L E S  C L A S S  O F  ’ 6 9   B R E A K F A S T  R E U N I O N
For information, call  940-565-2834  
or email alumni@unt.edu.  
RSVP: untalumni.com/goldeneagles

9:30 a.m.

H O M E C O M I N G  PA R A D E
See the route at homecoming.unt.edu.

11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

M E A N  G R E E N  V I L L A G E
Tailgating ends 30 minutes before kickoff.

12:30 p.m.

A L U M N I  PAV I L I O N  G A M E D AY  G R I L L E
For information, call  940-565-2834  
or email alumni@unt.edu.

2:30 p.m.

M E A N  G R E E N  V S .  U T E P
For tickets, call  940-565-2527 or visit  
meangreensports.com.

HOMECOMING 2019

O U T  O F  T H I S  W O R L D !
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IT’s oNly eighT leTTers, foUr syllables — aN  
ordiNary jUmble of coNsoNaNTs aNd vowels ThaT 
belies aN exTraordiNary sTreNgTh.

It’s there, unflinching, in the faces of UNT alumni who 
have seen the worst: PET scans revealing cancer. 
Irreversible injuries. War. Poverty. 

It’s in their determination to make the best of a bad 
situation, their inclination to survive and to serve, to  
raise their voices for artistry and for advocacy. In that 
one little word exist the stories of lives transformed. 

Just wait until you see TeNaciTy in action.

The DefeNder
Lehi Tollestrup (’18)

The sky that morning was clear, beautiful. The 
memories darker, uglier. Three deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The deaths of fellow soldiers. A deteriorating 
relationship. Lehi Tollestrup collapsed onto the grass and 
gazed at the heavens. He thought of how alcohol and pain 
pills had become his sole way to cope. He thought of the 
month’s supply of sleep medication he’d just swallowed.

And then he thought, I’m ready.
He awoke two days later in a psychiatric hospital. For 

the first time in 11 years, he cried.

In the midst of  
life-leveling events,  

five UNT alums 
found strength in  

determination. Then,  
hope bloomed.

R
O

O
T

Text by Erin Cristales

Photographs by Michael Clements
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“I think if I would have had someone else who 
understood, I wouldn’t have gotten to that place,” 
Tollestrup says. “But when you’re immersed in a culture 
where you’re taught to be strong, how do you reach out?”

After his suicide attempt and a diagnosis of PTSD, 
Tollestrup finally sought help. He began working with a 
counselor at the Veterans Administration who “guided 
me from the dark place back to the light.” She read him 
the definition of vulnerability, encouraged him to 
express his feelings, never sugarcoated her advice. 

Following months of treatment and medical retire-
ment from the U.S. Army, Tollestrup departed Schofield 
Barracks in Hawaii for Denton, where he and his ex-wife 
had often visited family. One day, he used to think as he 
drove by campus, I’ll go to UNT.

So he did. His Army career earned Tollestrup several 
credits toward a bachelor’s degree in information 
science, and he pursued a minor in addiction studies. In 
fall 2018, he sent his former counselor an invitation to 
his graduation, along with another piece of news: He had 
been accepted into UNT’s highly competitive graduate 
rehabilitation counseling program.

Though he’s now engrossed in academic life, Tollestrup 
can always spot a veteran: It’s the way they walk, certain 
words they use, the presence they command. When they 
enter a room, he says, they maintain an air of fearlessness. 

He wants them to know it’s OK to be afraid.
“With active-duty troops and veterans, you have this 

camaraderie — you’ve learned to embrace the suck,” 
Tollestrup says. “But sometimes you just need that 
person who can help stave off those dark thoughts. 
That’s who I want to be. Seeking help for mental health is 
not weakness.”

The FighTer
Steven Pettit (’02)

“Will I live long enough to see the birth of my son?”
It’s not a question the 39-year-old ever expected to ask. 

He’d only visited the doctor as a precaution, to make  
sure his difficulty swallowing wasn’t anything serious. 
“It’s likely nothing,” he was told. “But let’s do a routine 
diagnostic just in case.” 

Steven Pettit didn’t even make it to the parking lot 
before his phone rang. 

Esophageal cancer. After a PET scan, the prognosis 
grew grimmer. Stage IV. Twelve months left.

“That kind of news, it just brings you to your knees,” 
Pettit says. 

Hear Tollestrup, Prado Carrillo 
and Pettit discuss more of their 

stories, including what tenacity 
means to them. And check out two 

Beyond the Green segments featuring 
Pettit.  

northtexan.unt.edu/tales-tenacity

Lehi Tollestrup (’18), an 
Army veteran, is focused 
on helping soldiers with 
their mental health after 
his own battle with PTSD.

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18607/
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With a 2-year-old son at home and another on the way, 
he had no choice but to pick himself up. He and his wife, 
Hillarie (’11), met with an oncologist who offered three 
pieces of advice: Pray. Do the treatments. See what 
happens. 

Though doctors couldn’t guarantee Pettit would be 
there for the birth of his son, he vowed he would, 
powering through chemotherapy and radiation that made 
him so sick he could barely eat or stand. Nearly one year 
after that first phone call, he received another: His cancer, 
as far as the oncologist could tell, was in remission. 

“We were floored,” Pettit says. “It seemed like a miracle.”
He made the most of his remission, taking his family 

on a vacation to San Antonio and to Mean Green events. 
He filmed messages to his sons, extolling advice on 
everything from shaving to dating, just in case the cancer 
came back.

And then, last August, it did.
He took on six more rounds of chemo, and as the 

two-year anniversary of his diagnosis drew near, 
underwent surgery to remove part of his stomach and 
esophagus. In the months since, Pettit’s continued to 
fight seemingly insurmountable odds — more than 50 
percent of those diagnosed with esophageal cancer die 
within two years — but he hasn’t fought alone. He’s 
found support from UNT, his congregation and, most 
importantly, his wife and kids. 

“I don’t know if this is a prayer answered or just 
kicking the can down the road,” says Pettit, who received 
a clear scan in May. “I’ve resigned myself to the fact that 
I probably know how I’m going to die — it’s a little scary 
to see the path in front of you. Still, you do the treat-
ments even though they’re worse than the disease. I will 
do anything it takes to be there for my children.”

The AdvocaTe
Lilyan Prado Carrillo (’13 M.P.A.)

When 4-year-old Lilyan first heard she was leaving 
Guatemala for the U.S., she pictured mountains. First, 
the little girl imagined, she’d have to climb one to 
Mexico. Then she’d have to scale an even larger one to 
reach the land of opportunity.

There were no mountains. Instead, there were less 
physical, but no less daunting, barriers — poverty, fear, 
a sense of not belonging. 

“The journey was hard — 1,500 miles, often by foot,” 
Prado Carrillo says. “But that’s the easy part compared 
to what awaits you as an undocumented person.”

She learned to never complain of stomachaches since 
there was no insurance, to make do with little money or 
food, to fly under the radar. After her mom abandoned 
the family when Prado Carrillo was 5, she had to grow up 
even faster. By 15, she was practically working full time 
to help pay utility and grocery bills.

From Left
Lilyan Prado Carrillo 
immigrated to the U.S. 
from Guatemala when 
she was 4 years old. She's 
now president of Denton 
County LULAC.

Steven Pettit, long a 
Mean Green superfan, 
discovered he had Stage 
IV esophageal cancer at 
the age of 39. The UNT 
football team has rallied 
around him.

I don’t know if this is  
a prayer answered,  

or just kicking the  
can down the road.

— Steven Pettit (’02)
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 But there were good times, too, simple things like 
watching telenovelas with her dad as they ate dinner on 
the couch. It’s the same couch she’d sit on as an elemen-
tary student when he woke her up at 4 a.m. because he 
had to leave for work. “Stay awake,” he’d tell her. “If you 
miss the school bus, there’s going to be a consequence.”

“He showed me work ethic from the very beginning,” 
Prado Carrillo says. That mentality translated to her 
academics, where teachers recognized her grit and sent 
her to leadership camps like UNT’s Upward Bound. But 
after she graduated from Denton High, her undocumented 
status meant that attending a university wasn’t an option.

Finally, 10 days before she turned 21, Prado Carrillo 
received her green card. She transferred from NCTC to 
TWU, where she pursued a degree in bilingual educa-
tion. After two years as a teacher, she was selected as a 
national spokesperson for the Sallie Mae Fund. Then, a 

year later, she was hired as director of UNT’s Emerald 
Eagle Scholars program, which assists highly motivated 
students who have financial need. Now Prado Carrillo 
— who earned a master’s in public administration from 
UNT — serves as a bilingual/ESL specialist with Denton 
ISD, president of Denton County LULAC and a national 
speaker for the youth engagement company CoolSpeak, all 
to help those who are in the same situation she once was. 

“I know what sharing this story means, I know what 
people will say: She broke the law, she didn’t do it the 
right way. But if you have no money, no support, no 
sponsor, there is no ‘right way’ — it will never be your 
turn,” says Prado Carrillo, who became a citizen in 2010. 
“For a long time, I couldn’t separate my status from who 
I was. It wasn’t that my status was wrong, it was that I 
was made to feel that I was wrong. I want anyone else 
who feels that way to know their voice matters.”

The MaesTro
Mason Bynes (’19)

Sitting on the curb, beside the battered car she’d just 
crawled out of, Mason Bynes studied her left hand. It was 
bloody, but she could feel her fingers. She wiggled them.

At the hospital, the doctors placed her hand in a 
tourniquet. It wasn’t until they opened it that Bynes saw 
her middle and index fingers had been irreparably 
damaged. “We can try an external fixator to save them,” 
the doctors explained, “but it likely won’t work.” They 
suggested amputation.

“She’s a musician,” her parents told them. “This is her 
livelihood.”

There wasn’t much time to think. Bynes had suffered 
serious lacerations in the accident and was losing blood. 
A Type 1 diabetic, she needed surgery quickly to offset 
infection and plummeting blood sugar.

“It was unfathomable,” she says. “I just had to make 
the decision and go.”

When the freshman music student returned to UNT  
a few weeks later, she thought maybe the loss of her 

Mason Bynes, an 
award-winning musician, 

lost two of her fingers 
in an accident when she 
was a freshman at UNT. 

Now, she's a graduate 
composition major at the 
Berklee College of Music 

in Boston.

The biggest 
challenge  
was figuring 
out who  
I am now.
— Mason Bynes (’19)
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fingers was a sign she should follow a different path.  
As a composition major, her voice was her primary 
instrument, but she also needed to write songs on piano 
and guitar. What used to come easy was now a battle, like 
passing the Piano Proficiency Exam — a requirement 
for composition majors. 

“I didn’t know if I could finish school or be myself 
again,” Bynes says. “The biggest challenge was figuring 
out who I am now.”

After acquiring prosthetics to better play the piano 
— purple fingers she views more as an instrument than 
an extension of her hand — Bynes worked to re-engage 
herself as a performer, signing up for opera classes and a 
film composition course that refocused her career 
aspirations.

As time passed, her talent eclipsed any physical 
challenges. She won numerous accolades and composed 
short film projects under the mentorship of composers 
and UNT artists-in-residence Bruce Broughton and 
Drew Schnurr, and music for UNT’s a cappella pop group, 
the Green Tones. This fall, she’s attending the Berklee 
College of Music in Boston to pursue a master’s in 
composition.

“After I went through my accident, I had a lot of soul 
searching to do,” Bynes says. “It seriously made me 
consider how bad I wanted to be a composer. It forced 
me to ask — how hard am I willing to work for this?”

The WordsmiTh
Nathaniel Little (’17)

It seemed like nothing at first — a run-of-the-mill 
sideline tackle. 

The fullback got up. The middle linebacker didn’t.
A medevac landed on the field, and Nathaniel Little 

— then a junior at R.L. Turner High School in Carrollton 
— was loaded inside. Even atop a stretcher, he was  
more focused on the view from above than what had 
transpired below. 

“Everyone around me was panicking, but I was like, 
‘Hey mom, we’re on a helicopter — do you see the city?” 
Little says. 

Soon, the gravity of his injuries snapped into focus: 
He couldn’t move his arms or legs, or even turn his head 
left to right. The irrepressible teenager who played 
football and basketball, wrestled, and was a member of 
the marching band and step team was now quadriplegic.

“I didn’t know what I could take until I actually went 

through it,” Little says. “I guess that’s how life goes —  
we all think that in certain situations we’d say, ‘Life is 
over, woe is me.’ But we can handle a lot more than  
we think.”

To channel his energy, Little immersed himself in 
poetry. As a student, he was frequently praised for  
his writing, but it rarely meant more to him than a 
grade. Now it was a way to heal. 

It also was a way to connect. Little, who graduated 
from UNT with a degree in strategic communications, 
decided it was time to share his words — “to show 
people my heart.” He figured there must be others in the 
North Texas region who also used poetry as an outlet and 
wanted to showcase their work. 

“I was excited to help others find a voice and a 
platform,” he says.

So Little hosted an online poetry competition, with the 
contest winners’ writings appearing in his self-published 
book Nattyboy Blac Presents Poets of North Texas. His 
own work appears too, including his favorite poem, “The 
Wisdom Tree.” In it, the titular object — “a titan 
amongst trees” — finds itself leveled. 

“Before I got injured, I was this 6-foot, 215-pound 
linebacker who thought he was Superman,” Little says.  
“I felt invincible. I thought that nothing could tear me 
down. But sometimes the tallest, strongest tree is turned 
into a stump. Yet that stump is still alive, still rooted in 
the ground. It had to endure something for people to 
truly see its lines — its wisdom.” 

After a football accident 
left him paralyzed, 

Nathaniel Little found 
an outlet in poetry. He's 

helped others do the same 
by sponsoring local poetry 

contests and publishing 
the winners' work.

Listen to Little read an excerpt from  
“The Wisdom Tree" and hear him talk  

about his evolution as a poet. Also check out  
Bynes discussing her journey as a musician  
and listen to recordings of her music. 
northtexan.unt.edu/tales-tenacity

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18607/
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Air pollution can trigger asthma attacks, cause 
weight gain and lead to death. UNT researchers 
are working to combat it with innovative solutions.

Clearing the Air
  TEXT BY JESSICA DELEÓN
  ILLUSTRATIONS BY CLAY DAVIS

As a child growing up in Mexico City, 
Alexandra Ponette-González often 
saw the thick yellow haze that sits in 
the basin. And she could sense it, too. 

“I suffered from headaches, burn-
ing eyes and a dry nose,” she says. 
“You see it, you feel it and you smell 
it. I have vivid memories of ozone ac-
tion days, days it was recommended 
we not go outside. There were many 
of them.” 

It was in high school that she 
became interested in environmental 
issues and how to solve them. Now as 
an associate professor of geography 
and the environment, she is exam-
ining innovative ways to combat air 
pollution. 

She is one of several UNT faculty 
members and alumni researching 
a problem that affects nearly the 
entire world. Air pollution can lead 
to a range of dangerous effects, from 
asthma to cancer to chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease to weight 
gain. One in eight people will die due 
to the effects of air pollution, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization. 
And air pollution can have negative 
effects on crop yields and forests. 

 “We should all care about air 
pollution because it affects our health 
and the ecosystems upon which we 
depend,” Ponette-González says. “It 
can affect everyone in very real ways. 
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It affects the economy. It affects our 
children.” 

And UNT researchers are deter-
mined to beat it. 

“There are millions of solutions,” 
Ponette-González says. “Our solution 
is to remove it from the air.”

Anyone can be part of the solution. 
One of Ponette-González’s projects 
involved different parts of the Denton 
community — the UNT campus, city 
parks, homes and even Boca 31, a 
popular Latin food restaurant.  

Those sites were used to help 
Ponette-González learn more about 
how trees can help fight air pollution. 

“I like to think about what goes up 
in the atmosphere, what comes down, 
where it lands, when it lands and why 
it matters,” Ponette-González says. 

Anything can go into the atmo-
sphere, good or bad — soot, dust 
from the soils of West Texas, salt 
from the ocean, sulfur dioxide and 
microplastic — and then fall out of 
the atmosphere naturally or in rain. 

She wondered about the black 
carbon emitted from vehicles, wild-
fires and other sources. Where does 
the soot go? Industry uses scrubbers, 
such as spray towers, to clean out 
pollutants. Could trees and forests 
play a similar role and serve as urban 
air filters? 

Now in the fourth year of a five-
year $534,263 CAREER Award grant 
— the most prestigious recognition 
presented by the National Science 
Foundation for young researchers — 
she is finding answers. 

Her team gathered 400 samples 
of soot on leaves picked from live oak 
and post oak trees around Denton. 
After they collected the data, they 
conducted research in the Ecosystem 
Geography Lab.

The results? Annually, the trees 
could potentially remove more than 
30 percent of the black carbon emis-
sions from Denton’s car fleet. And 
when the leaves drop from the trees 
to the ground, the soot they’ve col-
lected becomes part of the soil. While 
black carbon adds harmful pollutants 
to the air, it can actually help soil by 
sticking to nutrients and keeping 
them from being washed out.

Her team included Jenna Rindy 
(’18 M.S.), Cassidy Winter (’17) and 
Brett Luce (’18). Another member, 
Tate Barrett, worked on the project 
while he was a postdoctoral fellow in 
UNT’s Department of Geography and 
the Environment from 2016 to 2019. 
Now he heads the McKinney- 
based consulting firm Barrett Envi-
ronmental, which offers indoor and 
outdoor air quality monitoring and 
assessments. It also recommends 

“ 
I like to think about what goes up in
the atmosphere, what comes down,
where it lands, when it lands and 
why it matters. — Alexandra Ponette-González
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undergraduate research fellow in stu-
dio arts, made raku pottery, a special 
method in which patterns are burned 
into the ceramics. Both Doherty and 
Lee captured the soot’s deposits by 
photographing the feathers with a 
scanning electron microscope. 

“Collaborating with an artist 
makes science more accessible to the 
public,” Pitre says. “It’s a challenge to 
try to explain global warming and  
atmospheric pollution. Having a visual 
makes the science real for people.”

A day with high air pollution can 
increase an individual’s blood pres-
sure and risk of stroke, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. But it also poses another 
threat — weight gain. 

Diet and genetics are, of course, 
factors known to contribute to 
obesity. But Amie Lund, associate 
professor of biological sciences, is 
currently investigating if increased 
inflammation in the cells or tissues 
caused by exposure to air pollution 
also contributes to weight gain. She 
is in the middle of research from a 
three-year, $437,964 Academic  
Research Enhancement Award from 
the National Institutes of Health and 
its National Institute of Environmen-
tal Health Sciences. 

Using an inbred strain of mice, 

resources for those who live with 
asthma or COPD. 

Prior to the study, he never 
thought about using trees as a solu-
tion in reducing emissions. 

“As a homeowner, I discovered if 
I could plant some trees, I can plant 
some barriers,” Barrett says. “It’s a 
natural line of defense.” 

It’s just one of several projects in 
which Ponette-González has been 
involved. One combined UNT’s cul-
ture of innovation and collaboration 
across disciplines. Claire Pitre (’19), a 
geography major who studied under 
Ponette-González, examined how 
much soot externally accumulates on 
bird feathers. 

Pitre collected feathers that had 
been shed from chickens, then 
cleaned and sewed them onto wire 
frames and placed them near Inter-
state 35 and a heavily trafficked bus 
stop — where they served as both 
research and an art exhibit. After five 
days, Pitre picked up the frames and 
found that they contained measurable 
amounts of black carbon. 

Then artists in the College of Visu-
al Arts and Design used their talents 
to convey the meaning of the project. 
Dornith Doherty, University Distin-
guished Research Professor, created 
a time-lapse video from the cameras 
placed near the screens. Anna Lee, an 

“  
We’re just scratching
the surface. There will
always be the next 
question to answer.
— Amie Lund

Left
Alexandra Ponette- 
González conducts 
research on the UNT 
campus.

Right
Amie Lund, right, works 
with Ph.D. student Usa 
Suwannasual in her lab in 
the EESAT Building.
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she studied two groups — one group 
on a high-fat diet and the other on a 
low-fat diet — that were exposed by 
inhalation to a mixture of gas and 
diesel emissions. When she looked 
at the weight and fat cells of the ani-
mals, Lund noticed the difference. 

“Exposure to air pollution appears 
to promote fat cells and store more 
fat, increase inflammation and alter 
signaling pathways within the cells,” 
says Lund, who works in labs at the 
Environmental Education Science 
and Technology Building and the 
Science Research Building.

 Lund also saw changes in these 
pathways in the low-fat animals — 
considered the equivalent of a young, 
healthy adult — albeit to a lesser 
degree than those animals consum-
ing a high-fat diet. One of these is the 
renin-angiotensin system signaling 
pathway, which helps regulate blood 
pressure and could lead to hyperten-
sion when the pathway is overactive. 

How can this be prevented? Envi-
ronmental regulation and filtration 
systems can help minimize exposure 

to the pollutants. Also, drugs current-
ly available can target the reduction 
of renin-angiotensin signaling in 
the body, but it is unclear if they also 
can provide beneficial outcomes in 
altering the signaling of fat cells in 
obese patients.

“It’s important to understand how 
environmental factors are driving the 
response in the fat cells,” Lund says. 
“Until we understand which factors 
may contribute to obesity, we can’t 
address them.” 

She says the overall goal is to 
establish toxicity guidelines for 
environmental pollutants. That can 
assist with setting regulatory limits 
for environmental exposure in order 
to reduce adverse human health. 

The possibilities for investigating 
the effects — and solutions — of air 
pollution are endless. But that doesn’t 
deter the researchers. 

“It’s exciting,” Lund says. “We’re 
just scratching the surface. There 
will always be the next question to 
answer.”

What can you do to help prevent air 
pollution and protect yourself from it?

Student Researchers  
Work to Find Solutions  

Five biological sciences doctoral students at UNT are 
leading the way to study the health effects of  
air pollution in different parts of the body. 

The lungs, for instance, are the first to encounter 
foreign agents in the air. Sarah Daniel is exploring the 
involvement of the microbes within the lungs that 
play crucial roles in stimulating immune responses 
— and often lead to chronic lung diseases. 

Additionally, pollutants can alter the good bacte-
ria that live in the gut. Danielle Phil lippi (’15) is inves-
tigating the use of probiotics to treat the effects.

“Science has shown that healthy digestion is 
important in overall health, including mental health,” 
she says. 

Leah Schneider’s (’16) research area is the liver, 
the “clearinghouse” where everything that enters the 
body is metabolized. She is working to understand 
how vehicle emissions can alter metabolism. 

Usa Suwannasual is focusing on the brain, work-
ing to determine if air pollution promotes blood-brain 
barrier disruption and neuroinflammation, both of 
which are associated with strokes. 

Also concentrating on the brain is Anna Adivi, who 
is researching the effects of air pollution on pathways 
associated with multiple sclerosis. The autoimmune 
disease has a higher frequency in females, and 
Adivi’s research is the first to focus on the interaction 
between hormones and air pollutants in a female 
mouse model. 

“The findings from each of these studies will 
contribute to our overall knowledge of how exposure 
to environmental air pollution can cause toxic effects 
in the body leading to disease,” says Amie Lund, 
associate professor of biological sciences. “They 
also will provide insight into the disease pathways 
and may help identify key targets for pharmaceutical 
therapy or prevention.”



Text by Amanda Fuller

Photographs by Michael Clements,  
Ranjani Groth, Ahna Hubnik

Since 1890, UNT’s facilities have been home to scientific 
breakthroughs, artistic achievements, professional collaborations 
and lifelong friendships. As our dedicated, creative community 
of scholars, artists and innovators continues to grow, so does our 
campus, each improvement thoughtfully designed to empower 
our students and faculty to succeed.
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From left: UNT’s Welcome Center, the new 
“front door” to the university; students  

moving into Joe Greene Hall, UNT’s newest 
residence hall, this fall.

ome Away From Home

This spring, the newly constructed Welcome Center opened as the “front 
door” to our university. Centrally located at the corner of Maple Street and 
Avenue A, the center is designed to connect the thousands of prospective  
students, families and guests who visit our campus each year with the infor-
mation they need to see themselves here at UNT. 

The spacious new building is decked out with Mean Green pride from 
floor to ceiling, and digital information along the walls offers virtual tours 
and in-depth information about our programs and facilities. One of the 
Welcome Center’s most unique features is a mock residence hall that allows 
prospective students to envision what campus life is really like. The Dining 
Services, Housing and Residence Life offices were relocated to the Welcome 
Center’s adjacent and second floor so that questions can easily be answered 
before or after a campus tour. 

Joe Greene Hall is the newest addition to UNT’s student housing. Named 
for football legend and UNT alumnus Joe Greene (see page 28), the 580-bed res-
idence hall features double occupancy rooms primarily for freshman students.

Each floor’s layout offers residents endless ways to make the hall their 
own, from lounge and recreation areas for studying and socializing to pri-
vate music practice rooms. There’s even a large community kitchen on the 
first floor where students can make a quick bite to eat or enjoy a meal with 
friends. Details like these are why students from all over the world proudly 
call UNT their home away from home.
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From left, clockwise: Researchers in UNT’s 
Materials Research Facility; the College of Visual 

Arts and Design building; the Lovelace and 
McNatt Families Practice Facility, next to the 

practice field; Richard Dixon’s lab at the Science 
Research Building; junior Kiana Poole in the 

Biomedical Engineering Building. 

Collaborative Research and Innovation

Designed to promote interdisciplinary research that fuels innovation, our 
newest creative research and academic facilities provide collaborative spaces 
where ideas are sparked and problems are solved.

Discovery Park, UNT’s 300-acre research campus and the largest in the 
North Texas region, houses numerous new laboratories and state-of-the-
art instruments. This enables faculty researchers to push the boundaries of 
science, technology and creativity while providing students with hands-on 
experiences that ready them for careers.

The Materials Research Facility is one of the most advanced university  
research facilities in the nation for materials analysis and 3D characteriza-
tion. Researchers from a variety of disciplines — from materials science and 
engineering to physics, chemistry and biology — work alongside industry 
leaders to solve real-world problems and create new products and technolo-
gies. As part of the facility, UNT’s new Center for Agile and Adaptive Additive 
Manufacturing was awarded $10 million from the Texas Legislature this year 
to develop smart materials and environmentally friendly technologies while 
providing high-level training for the industry’s future workforce.

The College of Engineering’s new home for the Department of Biomedi-
cal Engineering houses one of UNT’s fastest-growing undergraduate degree 
programs. The 26,250-square-foot building contains two large research labs, 
three teaching labs and three classrooms, in addition to a virtual dissection 
table that takes learning human anatomy to the next level. 

Back on the main campus, the recently renovated Science Research 
Building encourages faculty and student researchers to collaborate across 
disciplines. Its flexible, open-concept lab spaces better equip faculty and stu-
dent researchers to discover the latest bio-based materials, biopolymers and 
techniques in metabolic engineering.

At the Life Sciences Complex, the Genomics Center provides high-quality, 
low-cost DNA sequencing using innovative technology and research tech-
niques to improve the health of humans, plants, animals and the environment.
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Creative and Sustainable Spaces

The Pecan Creek Pollinative Prairie is a native North Cen-
tral Texas tallgrass prairie reconstruction project located 
in the east field at Discovery Park. In May 2016, UNT 
ecology staff and students initiated the project to provide a 
space for students, faculty and staff to promote conserva-
tion and sustainable urban landscaping of native habitats 
for declining pollinator populations. 

In late 2018, the College of Visual Arts and Design  
unveiled its new four-story building complete with sky 
bridges and wide hallways for pop-up exhibitions. One 
of the most technologically advanced art facilities in the 
world, the building is constructed with UNT’s signature 
green consciousness and offers extensive back-of-house 
research and study spaces, but its heart is the multi- 
purpose courtyard where students and faculty can meet, 
collaborate and find inspiration. 

The College of Music’s new outdoor courtyard, 
scheduled to open this fall, is the perfect place to catch a 
live performance. It will feature a large video wall and a 
covered walkway that extends from the Voertman Concert 
Hall lobby to Avenue C.

Building for Champions

Two new athletic facilities are transforming Mean Green athletics: the North 
Texas Track and Soccer Complex and the Lovelace and McNatt Families 
Practice Facility.

Located behind the award-winning Apogee Stadium, the new track and 
soccer complex boasts a fieldhouse, a sand-based soccer field, an eight-lane 
track and seating for 1,500 fans to cheer on UNT’s conference-winning 
teams. Part of the 20-year Light the Tower Master Plan, the complex is  
designed to improve the experience for student-athletes and fans. The facil-
ity also features coaches’ offices, locker rooms, a team meeting area and a 
student-athlete lounge.

The Lovelace and McNatt Families Practice Facility is a climate-controlled, 
multi-sport practice space featuring a full-length football field and track 
running lanes. A spacious lobby and elevated platforms for photography and 
videography make the indoor practice facility the perfect place to host new 
recruits and a variety of special events.

See a video at northtexan.unt.edu/2019-power-place about UNT’s 
most recent new spaces that inspire rich, interdisciplinary learning 

opportunities. With creative spaces like these, it’s no wonder UNT’s faculty 
and students impact their fields and transform the world.

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18619/
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E A G L E S ’  N E S T

Former Eagles, students and friends flocked to the Alumni Pavilion to eat, drink and be Mean Green 
prior to the UNT football team’s decisive win against Abilene Christian University on Aug. 31. The 
UNT Alumni Association hosts a GameDay Grille at the pavilion prior to each home game of the 
season so that alumni and their families can relax and reconnect.E N
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MEAN GREEN
REIGNS
 
Acceptance, inclusion, individuality 
and service — these are the ties that 
bind three UNT students in their quest 
for scholarships and competition titles. 

There’s the reigning Miss Texas, 
Chandler Foreman (pictured above), 
who is committed to connecting with  
and inspiring others by candidly shar-
ing her own insecurities and differ-
ences. She says she never felt she was 
“enough” due to the “gap in my teeth, 
my poofy hair, and even the color of 
my skin.”

Natalie Merrell, the current Miss 
Denton County, is an advocate for the 
Jane Goodall Institute’s “Roots and 
Shoots: Cultivating Compassionate 
Leaders for our Environment,” and 
Lauren Taylor is a goodwill ambas-
sador for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, using her platform as Ms. 
Wheelchair Texas to spread a message 
of hope.

C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  F R I E N D S

CLASS NOTES
 
keep up with the latest developments in the UNT  
family and tell your peers what you’ve been up to since 
leaving the nest. Send your news to the North Texan (see 
contact information on page 7 ). 

1962 G.A. MOORE JR. (’67 
M.ED.), Pilot Point, received the Leg-
ends Award from the National Foot-
ball Foundation after serving as head 
coach at Texas high schools for 45 
seasons and finishing with a 431-97-9 
career record. As a coach for Bryson, 
Pilot Point, Celina, Sherman and Au-
brey high schools, he led his teams to 
eight state football championships.  
 
1972 MAURY FORMAN, Seattle, 
wrote the book Noah’s Town: Where 
Animals Reign, a fable in which the 
descendants of Noah’s Ark rebuild 
a community after an unexpected 
storm. After a career in the economic 
development field, he retired in 2016 
as senior manager for the Washington 
State Department of Commerce.

1976 PEGGY PARKER EDGE, 
Plano, was honored with the 2018-19 
President’s Award of the National 
Speakers Association-North Texas 
Chapter for her work with the chap-
ter’s tactical labs. She is the owner of 
Edge Consultants, an executive coach, 
professional speaker and business 
consultant. She was a member of the 
Marketing Club while at UNT. 

1977 ERNIE MURRAY, Lufkin, 
has retired from the USDA Forest 
Service after 20 years of federal ser-
vice. He served as the public affairs 
specialist for the National Forests and 

Grasslands in Texas and as district 
press secretary for U.S. Rep. Charlie 
Wilson. Prior to this, he worked as an 
editor for several Texas newspapers. 

1978 HANK HEHMSOTH,
San Marcos, was named a 2019 
Morroe Berger-Carter-Berger Jazz 
Research Fellow by the Institute of 
Jazz Studies, the world’s foremost jazz 
archive and research facility, at Rut-
gers University. Hank is an associate 
professor at the Texas State Univer-
sity School of Music. He conducted 
doctoral work at North Texas from 
1976 to 1978.

1981 LISA BURKHARDT WOR-
LEY, Flower Mound, wrote The Only 
Father I Ever Knew: How a Fatherless 
Child Finally Found True Love, which 
was named a finalist for the Next 
Generation Indie Book Award, a  
program for independent and self- 
published writers. In the book, written 
to help readers overcome troubles 
with their fathers, Lisa describes her 
own fatherless life. A former sports-
caster, she is the founder of the Pearls 
of Promise Ministries. She attended 
UNT from 1979 to 1981. 

1986 MARLON SCOTT,
Houston, is executive vice president 
and wealth management advisor at 
Wealth Standard Financial. He previ-
ously worked for Ameriprise Financial 
and Merrill Lynch.

Read more about these 
Mean Green title-holders. 

northtexan.unt.edu/online

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18841/
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domingo garcia’s (’80) major  
political career began as a 19-year-
old student at UNT when he ran for 
Denton City Council.

He lost the election, but he went 
on to become a Dallas city council-
man, a Texas state representative 
and now the national president of 

the League of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC). As the leader of 
the oldest and largest organization 
for Hispanics, Garcia wants to raise 
LULAC’s profile and membership as 
it works to increase voting rights and 
help migrants crossing the border. He 
believes in fighting for others so they, 
too, have the opportunity to achieve 
the American dream. 

“I’ve always been interested in 
politics and how you can use it to 
change the world for the better,” Gar-
cia says. “It’s just about helping the 
people who have been marginalized 
and left behind by the economy and 
the political system. Material things 
don’t mean as much as helping others 
achieve the American dream.” 

He knows from his own experi-
ence. His parents, both farmworkers 
who immigrated from Mexico, never 
got past the second grade. 

“I never took ‘no’ for an answer,” 
he says. “If you have motivation and 
willpower, you can work your way 
through any obstacle.” 

When he flunked his English class 
at North Texas, he was determined 
to improve his writing skills — so he 
minored in English. He majored in  
political science, working as a waiter 
and bartender during the school year 
and in construction during the sum-
mer to pay for classes. 

Garcia DJed at the Rock Bottom 
Lounge in the Union, and he hosted 
La Onda Tejano, the Tejano music 
radio show on KNTU that still is on 
the air as La Pura Onda. He founded 
and served as president of the organi-
zation La CAUSA, Chicanos Actively 
United for Social Advancement, and 
was a member of Delta Sigma Pi 
and an intern for the Intracultural 
Services Office. 

But politics was his main interest. 
He ran for the Denton City Council 
with the slogan of “It Can Be Done,” 
on a platform of decriminalizing 
marijuana and extending the hours 
for nightclubs. He came in third place, 
but it was the beginning of a long and 
sometimes controversial career in 
public service. 

He earned his law degree from 
Texas Southern University in Houston 
in 1983, then worked as a personal 
injury lawyer. He built up the law firm, 
which now boasts four offices across 
the state and more than 200 employ-
ees. By age 30, he was a millionaire.

And in 1991, at age 33, Garcia 
became the youngest member of the 
Dallas City Council. He was elected to 
the Texas House of Representatives in 
1996, where he oversaw his greatest 
accomplishment: the Texas Dream 
Act, passed in 2001, which made 
undocumented immigrants eligible for 
in-state college tuition rates. 

Though he lost his bid for Dallas 
mayor in 2002, it didn’t dampen his 
desire to make a difference. As presi-
dent of LULAC, Garcia wants to raise 
membership to a million members 
and increase its profile to that of other 
national organizations, such as the 
ACLU and NAACP. Recently, LULAC 
opened new councils in Alabama and 
Alaska, and its national convention in 
July hosted many of the Democratic 
presidential hopefuls. He also has 
visited migrant camps in Clint, Texas, 
and fought for greater voting access. 

Garcia, who has established a 
scholarship fund at UNT in his name 
for political science students, encour-
ages students to get into politics. 

“That’s how you can make a differ-
ence,” he says. “That’s how you open 
doors.”                      — Jessica DeLeón

alumNi profile

oPENING 
DooRS
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Many exciting events are planned 
this fall for alumni to reunite and 
celebrate.

1 | NETWORKING EVENTS: The 
UNT Alumni Association’s Tar-
rant County Celebration will take 
place 6-8:30 p.m. Oct. 3 at the 
Fort Worth Modern Art Museum. 
The Collin County Celebration 
will take place 6:30-8:30 p.m. Oct. 
8 at the Stonebriar Country Club 
in Frisco, and the Dallas County 
Celebration will take place Oct. 
15 at the Dallas Arboretum Camp 
House. Register at untalumni.
com. Cost is $10 for members 
and $15 for non-members. 

2 | GAMEDAY GRILLE: The 
Homecoming GameDay Grille 
Open House is set for Nov. 2 
at the UNT Alumni Pavilion at 
Apogee Stadium. Admission is 
free for alumni and friends. For 
other GameDay Grille events, 
admission is free to UNT Alumni 
Association members and one 
guest per member. Day passes 
are available on site for $10 per 
person. Kids 12 and under are 
free. The pavilion opens two 
hours prior to kickoff.

3 | JUMPSTART YOUR CAREER:
UNT’s Career Center offers  
career advising appointments  
to students and alumni through-
out the year, as well as job 
fairs at the UNT main campus, 
Discovery Park and UNT at 
Frisco. For more information on 
services and upcoming events, 
visit studentaffairs.unt.edu/ 
career-center.

 A LU M N I  E V E N T S

EN • CONNECTING WITH FRIENDS

1991 DELORES LOEDEL (M.S.),
Encinitas, Calif., was granted tenure 
at MiraCosta College in Oceanside, 
Calif. She has taught accounting on a 
part-time/adjunct basis for Mira Costa 
since 2002. She was a member of 
Beta Alpha Psi at UNT. 
 
1991 KEITH PEARSON, Dallas, 
was elected as the 2019-20 chairman 
of the North Texas chapter of the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society’s board 
of trustees. This organization helps 
fund research for blood cancers. He 
has been on the advisory board of the 
North Texas chapter since 2010 and is 
the CEO of Pearson Partners Interna-
tional, a global search firm that helps 
organizations recruit talent.

1992 EDDIE SIKES, Brownsville,  
has been appointed to the Aerospace 
and Aviation Advisory Committee by 
Gov. Greg Abbott. The committee 
helps with Texas’ economic devel-
opment efforts to recruit and retain 
aerospace and aviation jobs and  
investments. He is a partner at 
Royston Rayzor Vickery & Williams. 

1995 LISA DE LA GARZA, Fort 
Worth, has joined the Texas Women’s 
Foundation as its vice president for 
programs. For more than 20 years, 
she has served in top positions in 
nonprofit management and fundrais-
ing, for Trauma Support Services of 
North Texas Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) and Arrow Child & 
Family Ministries foster care and 
adoption agency. 
 
1997 LEE TOMBOULIAN (M.M.),
New York City, leads Ana Choired 
Taste, an eight-voice jazz choral group 

plus rhythm section performing his 
compositions and arrangements of 
Frank Zappa and others. He’s featured 
on his wife Elizabeth’s release, Love’s 
in Need of Love Today, along with 
Cliff Schmitt (’95) on bass. Elizabeth 
formerly worked at UNT’s Division of 
University Relations, Communications 
and Marketing.

1999  RYAN LAHTI (PH.D.), 
Rancho Mission Viejo, Calif., wrote the 
book The Finesse Factor: How to Build 
Exceptional Leaders in STEM Organiza
tions, in which he shows how orga-
nizations can use finesse to enhance 
their work. He is trained as an indus-
trial/organizational psychologist who 
is the founder and managing principal 
of OrgLeader, a professional services 
firm that works with leaders of STEM 
organizations. He previously worked 
for Ernst & Young and Hay Group.  
 
2000 JOHN POCH (PH.D.), 
Lubbock, published two books of  
poems about Texas, Texases and 
Between Two Rivers. He has been a 
creative writing professor at Texas 
Tech University since 2001, and his 
work has been published in Plough
shares, The Paris Review and The New 
Republic. He also edits UNT’s Vassar 
Miller Prize in Poetry. 

2001 ETHAN CROWELL, Katy, 
will serve as the principal for a new 
Katy ISD high school campus opening 
in 2020-21. He has been principal of 
Beckendorff Junior High in Katy ISD 
and has worked in education for more 
than 16 years. 

2003 TRACY MCMULLEN 
(M.A.,’03 M.M.), Portland, Maine, 
wrote the book Haunthenticity: 
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Musical Replay and the Fear of the Real 
(Wesleyan University Press), which 
explores the growth of live musical 
re-enactment in relation to late 
20th-century anxieties. She is asso-
ciate professor of music at Bowdoin 
College, a saxophonist and composer.

2006 KELLYN DEAN SCHNER-
INGER, Grand Prairie, is an interior 
designer who completed a renovation 
in Fort Worth for a memorable client 
— Kendahl Brown Drendall (’05), her 
“rush crush” in Kappa Kappa Gamma 
from the Zeta Sigma chapter. Kellyn 
has worked with the Dallas-based firm 
Fourth Dimension Designs. She began 
her own firm, Kellyn Dean Interior  
Design, in 2011 and moved into her 
new offices in Fort Worth this year.

2009 JASMINE CARTER 
(M.B.A.), Richardson, is the new 
executive director of alumni engage-
ment at Texas Woman’s University. 
While at UNT, she belonged to Sigma 
Gamma Rho.

2009 JORDAN BENOLD 
(M.B.A.), Frisco, has formed Benold 
Financial Planning with his father. 
Jordan has more than 16 years of 
experience in the financial services 
industry. In April, he received his cer-
tification from the Certified Financial 
Planning Board.  

2014 JODY EDWARD GINN 
(PH.D.), Austin, released his book, 
East Texas Troubles: The Allred 
Rangers’ Cleanup of San Augustine 
(University of Oklahoma Press), which 
documents the effort to transform the 
Texas Rangers into a professional law 
enforcement agency. He is a former 
law enforcement officer and teaches 
history at Austin Community College.

stephanie hawley (’81) understands the 
power of words. She was an avid reader and 
writer from an early age, and when she was an 
undergraduate English student at North Texas, 
her work was featured in the Black Student 
Association’s annual poetry anthology. 

As Austin ISD’s first chief equity officer, 
Hawley hopes to turn words into action. She 
will work to guide the district’s leaders and 
educators toward “equity-mindedness” in all 
areas of education, from policies and programs 
to hiring practices.

“I believe all education leaders to be well- 
intentioned,” says Hawley, who received her 
master’s in education from the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake and Ph.D. in higher edu-
cation administration from the University of 
Texas at Austin. “But we’ve been socialized and 
educated to innocence, ignorance, fear and anx-
iety around race and other human differences.”

As a UNT student, Hawley juggled multiple 

alumNi profile

Radical Hope

part-time jobs along with her classes and grad-
uated on time, helping her understand how to 
persevere to achieve a goal.

“I learned the importance of preparation, 
grit and tenacity,” she says. 

She’s used these attributes to advocate for 
change. Prior to accepting her position at Austin 
ISD, Hawley served as associate vice president 
of equity and inclusion at Austin Community 
College, where she worked to identify barriers 
to social and racial equity across sectors. Em-
pathizing with students from different back-
grounds is what Hawley believes will transform 
how leaders meet marginalized students’ needs.

“I am radically hopeful that I can support 
others who want to change their own thinking 
and the system that is failing students of color,” 
she says. “I also am radically hopeful that I can 
help leaders to see what the research has been 
telling us for decades: When students of color 
do well, all students do well.” — Amanda Fuller
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EN • CONNECTING WITH FRIENDS

1  KAREN ALDAY (’16) thought she 
was going to a focus group event on 
campus. It turns out her boyfriend, 
Chris Lee (’17), proposed to her at 
the pedestrian bridge. Read about the 
bridge’s connection to the couple at 
northtexan.unt.edu/online.

2  STUDENTS in the College of  
Merchandising, Hospitality and  
Tourism put up their Eagle Claws 
when they visited Amazon headquar-
ters for their Maymester class. During 
the course, they traveled to Seattle, 
San Francisco and Silicon Valley to 

meet officials and alumni who work 
for companies such as Zulily, Williams 
Sonoma, Macys.com, Walmart.com, 
Facebook and Google.

3  KATY BETH IRWIN MCGAHEY (’17) 
met Ryan McGahey (’17, ’18 M.B.A.) 
at Santa Fe Square residence hall and 
they dated throughout their years 
at UNT. So Ryan thought the Hurley 
Administration Building would be a 
great place to propose. Read more at 
northtexan.unt.edu/online.

4  CLAUDIA COOPER (’06)  
of Krum and her husband, Michael, 

welcomed their third child, Mateo 
Mack Cooper, in September 2018. 
Claudia works as senior administra-
tive coordinator in UNT’s Division of 
University Relations, Communications 
and Marketing.

5  MICHAL COLLIER FARMER (’11) 
of Phoenix, Arizona, former UNT  
Advancement staff member, showed 
her UNT spirit from the chilly (60.8 F) 
Grundl Lake in Austria this summer. 
“Near or far, rain or shine, in Austria 
or stateside, y’all always have my 
Mean Green heart!” she wrote. 
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IT’S REALLY COOL TO KNOW THAT I’M PART OF A LEGACY THAT’S BIGGER THAN JUST THE SPRINGER 
FAMILY ITSELF — I GET TO BE A SMALL PIECE OF UNT HISTORY. — Grant Springer

at the capitol in austin, situated 
among the photos and documents 
and other various to-do’s on Drew 
Springer Jr.’s (’88) desk, sits an Eppy 
bobblehead. The porcelain replica of 
the North Texas mascot, now known 
as Scrappy, once belonged to his  
father, Drew Springer Sr. (’66). 

It’s just one in a long line of things 
— from personality attributes to an 
affinity for numbers — that the elder 
Springer has passed on to his son and, 
by extension, the rest of his brood.

“That bobblehead has always 
stayed on my desk, mainly because it 
symbolizes the spirit of North Texas,” 
Drew Jr. says, “and the tradition that 
has stayed in our family.”

It’s a tradition that dates back to 
1964, when Drew Sr. arrived at North 
Texas from Weatherford College with 
the goal of becoming an accountant. 
At the time, he never considered he 
would be the first of many in his fam-
ily to call the Denton campus home. 
But since then, Drew Jr. — like his 
father — graduated from UNT with 
a degree in accounting. Drew Sr.’s 
other son, Mark, briefly attended, and 
four of his grandchildren — includ-
ing Drew Jr.’s sons Austin and Grant, 
along with Mark’s children Hannah 
and Jacob — currently attend.

The elder Springer, who owns 
Springer Financial Services in 
Weatherford, also frequently acts as 
an unofficial UNT recruiter, advising 
clients whose kids are headed to col-
lege to stop by UNT for a quick visit.

“I know at least 25 kids who have 
come back from a tour and said, 
‘Whoa, that was the nicest campus — 
I felt so at home there,” says Drew Sr., 
a former accounting alumnus of the 
year in the G. Brint Ryan College of 
Business and current member of the 
UNT Foundation Executive Commit-
tee. “And they end up coming here.”

Part of that at-home feeling is due 
to the Springers, who have contrib-
uted to the Basketball Enhancement 
Fund, the Diamond Eagles Excellence 
Fund and the Greek Life Center, 
among other support. As an under-
grad, Drew Jr. — now a representa-

tive for Texas House of Representa-
tives, District 68, a VP of commodity 
investments in his father’s firm, and 
a director of client services and busi-
ness development services for Ryan 
— was an active member of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon, which ignited his love of 
public service.

“That experience nurtured what 
I think was always there in me, and 
what I observed from my father — a 
desire to give back,” he says.

Now UNT is giving back to the 
Springers, too, honoring the family 
at this year’s UNT Alumni Associa-
tion Distinguished Alumni Achieve-
ment Awards with the Generations of 
Excellence Award.

“It’s sort of shocking. There’s 
always that moment of thinking, 
‘Really, you’re picking us?’” Drew Jr. 
says. “To know that I followed in my 
father’s footsteps, and that my kids 
followed in mine, I think that’s a real 
testament to UNT. I like to think that 
as we move forward as a university, 
there will be even more of those 
first-generation students whose kids 
and grandkids will follow in their 
footsteps, who are going to come 
here with that same sort of legacy 
and pride.”

Pride is exactly the word Drew Sr. 
would use, too, and not just when it 
comes to his alma mater. When he 
looks at the accomplishments of his 
kids and grandkids, and especially the 
son who is so much like himself, he 
can’t help but be grateful for where 
his life — and education — have 
taken him and his family. 

“Drew and I are more alike than 
different, but he certainly does things 
I could never do,” Drew Sr. says. “It’s 
a dream come true, to see my son be 
even better than I ever thought about 
being.”                       — Erin Cristales

legacy family

FOOTSTEPS 
FOLLOWED
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Congratulations to UNT’s Soaring Eagles
The following UNT  
alumni will be honored 
during Homecoming Week  
at the 54th annual  
Distinguished Alumni 
Achievement Awards.  

See more about this year’s  
alumni awardees and the event at 
untalumni.com/alumni-awards.

Distinguished Alumni Award: 
The most prestigious award given  

by the UNT Alumni Association,  

presented to alumni for distinguished 

professional achievement that has 

merited the honor and praise of 

peers and colleagues.

George Foster (’72) 

Steve Holmes (’80) 

Al McNatt (’68)

Distinguished Young   
Alumni Award: 
Presented to young alumni under  

the age of 40 for distinguished 

professional achievement that has 

merited the honor and praise of 

peers and colleagues.

Keith (’03, ’03 M.S.) and  

Sarah (’03) Walters

Outstanding Alumni  
Service Award: 
Presented to honor individuals who 

have provided exceptional volunteer 

service to UNT or the community.

Linda Creagh (’62, ’64 M.S., ’67 Ph.D.) 

Bob Garza (’74) 

Cathy Hartman (’67, ’91 M.S.)

Ulys Knight Spirit Award: 
Presented to an individual or group 

that has made noteworthy efforts to 

sustain spirit among the UNT family.

John (’91) and Shelly Alexander 

Generations of Excellence Award: 
Presented to a family for their  

extraordinary service to and  

advocacy for UNT through multiple 

generations.

Drew Springer Sr. (’66), Drew  

Springer Jr. (’88) and Grant Springer

EN • CONNECTING WITH FRIENDS

https://www.untalumni.com/alumni-awards
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I N S P I R I N G  F U T U R E 
TA L E N T  A N D  
F A S H I O N  H I S T O R Y 

Deep in the back of the Texas Fashion 
Collection, near a row of 18th century 
court suits — the sort of pieces men 
would have worn while visiting King 
George — there’s a curious black 
garment hanging upside down. It looks 
more like a sculpture than a dress. 

“I’m pretty sure this piece retailed 
for more than our annual budget,” says 
Annette Becker, director of the Texas 
Fashion Collection. “Without our donor 
support, the collection wouldn’t exist.”

The innovative garment was creat-
ed by Japanese designer Rei Kawakubo 
and came to the Texas Fashion Collec-
tion as part of a recent gift from Forty 
Five Ten, a Dallas-based boutique that 
merges contemporary fashion and art. 

“We want to support education and programs that in-
spire and nurture the next generation of talent,” says Kristen 
Cole, Forty Five Ten’s president and chief creative officer. 
“UNT has a fantastic creative reputation, so selecting the 
Texas Fashion Collection was an easy decision.” 

Forty Five Ten’s donation of 13 ensembles from seven 
influential designers has been transformative for the Texas 
Fashion Collection, which originated in 1938 as the Neiman 
Marcus Collection and merged with the Dallas Museum of 
Fashion in the 1960s before being placed under UNT’s care 
in 1972. Today, the growing collection houses nearly 20,000 
garments and accessories spanning 250 years of fashion 
history. While a majority of the pieces are 20th century 
women’s wear from Europe and America, the collection 
boasts items from six continents. Near a familiar Coco 
Chanel suit, visitors will find a dress with design credit  
given, simply, to “Grandma,” and clothing from nomadic 
tribes — people who wear their culture on their bodies. 

“It’s important that we provide pieces our students can 
learn from, which requires us to be responsive in our collect-
ing and add garments that both complement and challenge 
traditional ideas of fashion,” Becker says. 

Along with augmenting the Texas Fashion Collection in 
critical ways, the ensembles from Forty Five Ten give access 
to avant-garde pieces for hands-on, object-based research 

and archival work. The collection offers UNT students 
something rare — an invitation to touch textiles, examine 
embroidery and work with historic and high-design gar-
ments they would otherwise see only in textbooks. 

Thanks to the Gloria and Bruzzy Westheimer Digital  
Archives — named for alumnus Jerome “Bruzzy” 
Westheimer Jr. (’65) and his wife — at the Texas Fashion 
Collection, UNT’s College of Visual Arts and Design is 
extending its reach to scholars all over the world. As part of 
the digital archive project, undergraduate interns prep and 
mount garments for graduate students and employees to 
photograph and catalog in a revamped, public database.

“Bruzzy and Gloria’s gift has been instrumental in 
keeping our collection safe and showcasing what we have to 
enhance the student experience,” Becker says. “And those 
are the two main things we should be doing: preserving and 
presenting.”      — Amanda Yanowski

The UNT community and public are invited to view the  
Forty Five Ten donation to the Texas Fashion Collection 
during the College of Visual Arts and Design Building  
Preview and Open House Oct. 12.
 

To help support the Texas Fashion Collection,  
make a gift at one.unt.edu/tfc or donate to the 

Gloria and Bruzzy Westheimer Digital Archives at  
one.unt.edu/tfc-digital-archives.
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UNT Alumni Association
UNT students are on campus only for a short time, but  
being a member of the Mean Green family lasts forever. The 
Student Alumni Association helps students maximize their 
experience at UNT and build valuable, lasting connections 
as they move toward graduation.

Through this branch of their organization, the UNT 
Alumni Association hopes to enhance the student experi-
ence and showcase the value of staying engaged with the 
university and fellow alumni after graduation. 

“We are excited to open up student-level membership in 
the Alumni Association,” says Kristen Sosa, Student Alumni 
Association director. “Our goal is to connect students to 
the alumni experience and bridge the gap between UNT 
students and graduates.” 

Students may join the association with a $20 yearly fee 
or a life membership. The $500 life membership may be 
paid in installments each semester and becomes a UNT 
Alumni Association life membership upon graduation.

Student Alumni Association members receive all of the 
benefits of a UNT Alumni Association membership, with the 
added value of exclusive networking events and opportuni-
ties for philanthropic and leadership education. Members 
also are encouraged to embrace university traditions and 
chronicle college memories with the UNT Traditions Keeper 
program — a digital scavenger hunt and scrapbook.

Students can join the UNT Student Alumni Association 
through the UNT Alumni Association mobile app available 
for iPhone or Android, or online at untalumni.com/SAA.

To join the UNT Alumni Association or learn more,  
visit untalumni.com, email alumni@unt.edu or call  
940-565-2834.

OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING AT UNT 

Are you looking for a fun way to feed your curiosity and 
continue your lifelong education? The Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at the University of North Texas (OLLI at 
UNT) isn’t your average program — it’s a vibrant commu-
nity of curious minds and adventurous hearts who know 
that engaging your brain is a key part of aging well. Each 
semester, OLLI at UNT offers a new selection of courses, 
events and trips designed by and for adults 50 and better. 
With more than 350 courses every year at five locations in 
Denton, Flower Mound and Frisco, OLLI at UNT is proud 
to be the premier lifelong learning program in the North 
Texas region.

Inspiration to begin your next adventure is what lifelong 
learning is all about. Visit olli.unt.edu to learn more about 
program offerings, membership benefits and how you can 
try one class for free. 

Membership options include:
• $55 annual membership, $10 per course 
• $140 annual membership, all courses included 
•  Discounted $75 annual membership, all courses  

included, available to veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces and their spouses, as well as dues-paying 
members of the UNT Retiree Association, UNT  
Alumni Association, Flower Mound Senior Center  
and Frisco Senior Center.

“The connection of lifelong 
learning and community  
involvement with maintaining 
cognitive and mental health 
makes OLLI at UNT the most 
fun and exciting ‘preventive 
medicine.’”

— Susan Supak
OLLI at UNT member

EN • GIVING IMPACT
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dentonite albert adkisson served in the photo intelligence unit of the Aviation Corps during 
World War I, and when he returned home, he and his camera took to the skies again. His work 
included this 1919 photo of North Texas State Normal College, where traffic was light except at  
Sycamore and Avenue A (1)   — a horse pulling a wagon was crossing that intersection. We num-
bered the buildings beginning with two that still stand today. The Power Plant (2), with its distinc-
tive smokestack, was built in 1915 to provide heat for the campus. The old Curfew Bell was perched 
on the building’s roof for many years before finding new life as the Talons’ original Spirit Bell. To 
the northeast is today’s Curry Hall (3), the oldest structure that remains on campus. Built in 1912-
13 as the Library Building, it later would be known for the Historical Collection it housed, curated 
by history professor J.L. Kingsbury and famous around the area for its treasures. The basement 
was the site for P.E. classes, and visible next door are the dirt Basketball Courts (4) that make us 
very proud of our Super Pit. Fortunately, the barracks that had housed the Student Army Training 
Corps on campus was no longer needed and would soon be turned into a gym with an indoor court. 
Along Hickory Street were the stately President’s House (5), occupied by President W.H. Bruce and 
just visible above the trees; the Main Building (6), serving as an administration building; and the 
Science Building (7), housing chemistry and biology. The Manual Arts Building (8) was home to 
various programs through the years, the college print shop and student publications offices. The 
brand new Education Building (9) included the training school. And the original Kendall Hall (10), 
one-time residence of President J.S. Kendall, was transformed into a music and then speech build-
ing. Thanks to Adkisson, we can truly appreciate how far we’ve come in the last century. Read more 
and see this photo’s 2019 counterpart, taken with a drone, at northtexan.unt.edu/campus-1919.

EaglE’s-EyE ViEw 
of campus, 1919

1936

Marquis Hall, the 
first dormitory on 

campus, greets its 
first residents.

1998 

The Environmental 
Education, Science 

and Technology 
Building, UNT’s 

first green  
building, opens.

1999 

The Murchison 
Performing Arts 
Center debuts as 
a premier venue 
for world-class 
performances.

1949

The first  
permanent Union 
building is  
dedicated.

1891

The Normal  
Building, the first 
building on  
campus, is  
constructed.     

2019

The Biomedical 
Engineering  

Building at  
Discovery Park  

celebrates its 
grand opening.
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R E T R O S P E C T I V E
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1930s

MAUDELL GENTRY BAKER (’34), 
Gainesville. A piano and violin player, 
she was the first student to receive 
a Bachelor of Music degree at North 
Texas. After graduating from college, 
she taught at Henrietta High School 
and performed with her husband’s 
band, The Harmony Boys. She wrote 
the book, The Littlest Beginner, to 
help teach music to youngsters. The 
College of Music invited her, at age 
96, to lead a master class on teaching 
children music, and she received the 
college’s alumni appreciation award in 
2004. She was 105.

1950s

JOE PRESTON HAYNES (’51, ’56 
M.A.), Tyler. He enjoyed a long career 
in the aerospace industry, working for 
LTV and at Langley Air Force Base  
before retiring from Lockheed at 
NASA in Houston. He and his late 
wife, Esther (’53), sang the national 
anthem at numerous Houston Astros 
games. He was a lifetime member 
of the UNT Alumni Association. He 
was preceded in death by his mother, 
Louise Preston Haynes (’24).

WILMA LEWIS MARUGG, Batavia, 
Ohio. She attended North Texas as 
a graduate student from 1949 to 
1952. One day, she saw a flyer on the 
bulletin board from the Army Special 
Services looking for entertainers in 

Europe. She spent two years perform-
ing on the piano for the troops, which 
led her to meet her husband, Richard, 
in Nuremberg, Germany. She returned 
home and taught music. Even as she 
lost her hearing in later years, she 
would pop out her hearing aids and 
play the piano.

RAYMOND MILES (’54, ’58 M.B.A.), 
Albany, Calif. While he studied for his 
journalism degree at North Texas, he 
worked nights for the Gulf, Colorado 
& Sante Fe Railroad — where he ob-
served how the workers were super-
vised, eventually leading him to launch 
the strategic management concept. 
He served as a pilot in the U.S. Air 
Force and later earned a Ph.D. at Stan-
ford. He researched strategic manage-
ment as a professor at the University 
of California, Berkeley, where he was 
dean of the Haas School of Business. 
He co-wrote the breakthrough book 
Organizational Strategy, Structure and 
Process in 1978.  
 
KEN SMITH (’54), Tyler. At North  
Texas, he worked as a radio disc jockey, 
was a member of the Kappa Sigma 
fraternity and met his wife, Reba Fay 
Roland (’59). After graduating, they 
moved to Tyler, where Ken contin-
ued working as a DJ and then joined 
Peoples National Bank. In 1963, he 
began his career as a pharmaceutical 
sales representative for SmithKline 
and French, climbing to the position of 
executive pharmaceutical consultant 
before retiring in 1997.  

SHIRLEY PATTERSON (’55), Albu-
querque, N.M. She specialized in 
gerontology as a social work professor 
at the University of Kansas; the Uni-
versity of New Mexico; New Mexico 
Highlands University; the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas; and Arizona 
State University. A longtime activist, 
she opened a counseling center in 
Kansas and organized events.  

EDWARD EARL BARHAM (’59),
Odessa. At North Texas, he was a 
member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon 
fraternity. He married Gradene Bing-
ham (’58) in 1957. He spent his career 
working in the oil industry — first for 
B&B Construction, an oil field service 
company, then for D&B Oil Co. and 
the Ed Barham Operating Investment 
Firm. He also was an Odessa city 
councilman.

1960s

SUE SEELY HAYS (’60), Denton. 
She cheered for sports teams as a 
Green Jacket and later, at a social 
dance class, met Henry Hays (’59, ’60 
M.B.A.), whom she married in 1959. 
Sue taught fourth grade and was 
active in the Denton community. She 
and Henry, former dean of the College 
of Business, served as members of the 
President’s Council and donated to the 
business and music colleges. Survivors 
include their son Joel (’98 M.Ed.) and 
daughter-in-law Stacy (’99 M.Ed.).

DON GRAHAM (’62, ’64 M.A.),
Austin. A longtime professor of English 
at the University of Texas and a critic 
for Texas Monthly, he is credited for 
bringing national awareness to Texas 
literature. He worked as an assistant 
professor at the Univer sity of Pennsyl-
vania before moving to UT, where he 

unt alumni, faculty, staff and students are the  
university’s greatest legacy. When members of the Eagle 
family pass, they are remembered and their spirit lives 
on. Send information about deaths to the North Texan  
(see contact information on page 7).

F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S



north TEXAN   | northtexan.unt.edu |   Fall 2019 Fall 2019   | northtexan.unt.edu |   north TEXAN 58 59

had earned his doctorate, and taught 
the longstanding “Life and Literature 
of the Southwest” course. He was 
named a UNT Distinguished Alumnus 
in 1997 and a UNT Outstanding Cen-
tennial Alumnus in 1990.

NANCY SUE KEIL (’63), Rockwall. 
At North Texas, she was a member 
of Sigma Delta Chi, Alpha Lambda 
Delta and the Alpha Iota chapter of 
Pi Delta Phi. She worked for several 
newspapers, including the Beaumont 
Journal, The Daily Oklahoman, The 
Miami Herald and The Dallas Morning 
News, before retiring in 2006. She 
was a member of the UNT Alumni 
Association.

SANDRA FONDREN WINDSOR (’65), 
Farmers ville. She was a lifelong edu-
cator, starting as a special education 
teacher and finishing as an assistant 
principal in Dallas ISD. She earned her 
master’s degree from Texas Woman’s 
Univer sity. She was preceded in death 
by her mother, Dortha Brown Fondren 
(’38). Survivors include her brother, 
David Fondren (’74, ’77 M.Ed.).  
 
SARA CAROLYN DAVIS NICHOLSON 
(’69), Tampa, Fla. She was a member 
of Phi Delta Kappa while teaching. 
She was published in Texas Curricular 
magazine.  
   
1970s

GARY COLE DUNLAP (’73, ’79 
M.B.A.), Dallas. Cole had successful 
careers in insurance and real estate. 
He loved Mean Green football and 
was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha and 
the UNT Alumni Association. Survi-
vors include his brother, Cas (’69).

TRAMEL REX WILSON (’75 PH.D.),
Alpine. For 29 years, he taught a wide 
range of music classes as assistant 
professor of music at Sul Ross State 

University. He conducted the Big 
Bend Chamber Orchestra and the Big 
Bend Community Choir and used his 
talents as an accomplished tenor and 
pianist to perform at special events.

1980s

MATTHEW H. HOGARTH (’81),
Alpharetta, Ga. He began his 
salesman career for Dictaphone, a 
subsidiary of Pitney Bowes, rising 
to the position of sales manager, 
and later moved to medical device 
equipment sales for U.S. Surgical, 
GE Healthcare, Toshiba and Konica 
Minolta. He enjoyed keeping up with 
his Kappa Sigma fraternity brothers 
throughout the country as he traveled 
for his career.  

1990s

AMY SUE THORNBORROW SIMONS 
(’90), Cleburne. She taught Texas 
and U.S. history at Godley ISD for 25 
years. Amy enjoyed learning about 
Texas history as well as teaching 
it. She also loved bluebonnets and 
spending time with her family.

2000s

DIANE WILLMAN FOUTCH (’05, 
’05 M.S.), Denton. She worked for 
Jostens, United Copper and Hankins 
Eastup Deaton Tonn & Seay CPAs 
before retiring this year. She loved 
reading, playing softball and spending 
time with her family.

TIFFANY MCKISSICK MORGAN,
Midwest City, Okla. She worked in the 
banking industry. She enjoyed travel-
ing to Denton with her husband, Nick, 
and their dog, Tedward, for Mean 
Green football home games. She 
attended UNT from 2000 to 2006.

University Community

CAROLINE BOOTH (’14 M.P.A.), 42, 
former director of communications 
and marketing for UNT Libraries, died 
March 24 in Denton. She was director 
of advancement at Cumberland Pres-
byterian Children’s Home in Denton 
and communications specialist at the 
Noble Foundation in Ardmore, Okla., 
before working at UNT from 2011 to 
2014. After earning her M.P.A., she 
joined Denton Municipal Electric as 
business development officer and then 
worked her way through the city’s 
ranks. She had served as director of 
economic development since 2016. 

LAURA BRUTON, 59, who served 
as an adjunct professor of viola at 
UNT for several semesters between 
2007 and 2014, died March 17. She 
was the principal violist for the Fort 
Worth Symphony Orchestra from 
1988 to 2019 and also performed with 
orchestras around the country. She re-
ceived her Bachelor of Music from the 
University of North Carolina School of 
the Arts and attended graduate school 
at the St. Louis Conservatory of Music. 
Survivors include her husband, Donald 
Little, Regents Professor of Tuba at 
UNT, and daughter, Grace Little (’18).

DON CLEVELAND, 83, of Denton, 
Professor Emeritus of information sci-
ence, died April 17 in Denton. During 
his time at UNT from 1977 to 2004, he 
was a strong proponent of technology 
for information sciences. He created 
one of the earliest computer labs 
and encouraged his students to use 
technology and conduct research. He 
served in the U.S. Army for two years. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Howard Payne College, a master’s in 
library science from the University of 
Texas at Austin, a master’s in com-
puter science and mathematics from 
Texas A&M University and his doctoral 
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degree from Case Western Reserve 
University. With his wife, Ana Cleve-
land, Regents Professor of information 
science, he was an active supporter of 
UNT. He also was a lifetime mem-
ber of the UNT Alumni Association. 
Donations may be made to the Donald 
B. and Ana D. Cleve land Houston 
Endowed Scholarship and the Donald 
B. and Ana D. Cleveland Medical Infor-
matics Endowed Scholarship.

CLAY CUNDIFF, 51, of Pilot Point, a 
network engineer for IT Shared Ser-
vices, died Oct. 21, 2018, in Pilot Point. 
He was a member of the U.S. Navy for 
11 years and belonged to the Knights 
of Columbus. He began working at 
UNT in 2011.

ROSEMARY HEFFLEY (’65), 75, of Dal-
las, who worked in the UNT College 
of Music, died Jan. 29. She served as a 
lecturer and conductor of the Concert 
Choir at UNT from 1997 to 2002 after 
teaching at Texas Christian University, 
Southern Methodist University and 
Mesquite High School. She founded 
the Children’s Chorus of Greater Dal-
las and the Mesquite Civic Chorus. 

RICHARD E. JOHNSTON, 95, Profes-
sor Emeritus of political science, died 
Feb. 20. He was a prisoner of war in 
German camps during World War II, 
shot down in 1945 while piloting a P38 
as a member of the U.S. Army Corps. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree 
at East Central State College, his 
master’s degree at the University of 
Chicago and his doctorate at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. He taught 
at Louisiana State University for five 
years before coming to North Texas in 
1967. An expert on the Supreme Court 
and judicial system, he retired in 2003.

TOMMY JONES, 58, a fire and line 
safety officer in risk management 
services for 18 years, died June 23 in 
Sanger. Before working for UNT, he 
worked for the Coppell Fire Depart-
ment as a firefighter and EMT for 15 
years. He played a key role in UNT’s 

Homecoming and gameday activities, 
overseeing the Fourth of July fire-
works show and many other campus 
activities. He is survived by his wife, 
Tennie, who works for risk manage-
ment services. 

DAVID B. KESTERSON, 81, of Denton, 
who served as provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs in nearly four 
decades of service to UNT, died March 
12. He taught at North Carolina State 
University before joining the English 
faculty at North Texas in 1968 and lat-
er was chair of the English department 
and associate, acting and interim dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences. He 
was named vice provost and associate 
vice president for academic affairs in 
1993 and served as provost and vice 
president from 1998 to 2003. He then 
was named special assistant to the 
president for humanities and retired 
as Professor Emeritus in 2007. He was 
an expert on 19th century literature 
and specialized in American humor. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Missouri State University and mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees from the 
University of Arkansas. He also was 
a member of the President’s Council. 
Survivors include his wife, Cheryl,  
and sons Aubry (’89, ’89 M.S.) and 
Chad (’98). 

ANDY KNAPIK (’17), 45, of Corinth, 
door systems supervisor, died Jan. 21 
in Dallas. He had worked at UNT since 
2012, earned a bachelor’s in political 
science and was working toward his 
master’s degree in public adminis-
tration with a specialty in nonprofit 
management. He was an active volun-
teer for Denton arts organizations, a 
UNT Alumni Association member and 
a devoted family man, fostering five 
children and adopting three children. 

TONY D. LEWIS, 76, of Denton, a 
retired mail clerk, died Feb. 27. He 
worked for Moore Business Forms in 
Denton and National Cash Register 
in Arlington before working for UNT 
from 2002 to 2006. He was a member 

of the UNT Retiree Association. He 
was a naval airman in the U.S. Navy 
Reserves.

LINDA ANN CARSON SCHERTZ (’72), 
68, of Denton, Professor Emeritus of 
education, died Jan. 22. She worked at 
UNT from 2001 to 2005. Linda earned 
degrees from North Central Texas 
College, Texas Woman’s University 
and the University of Texas at Austin 
in addition to UNT. An early childhood 
expert, she also had taught at Angelo 
State University, TWU and Texas Wes-
leyan University. She was a mentor to 
many students through the years and 
a textbook and children’s book author. 
She was married to Terry Schertz (’76) 
and established The Terry H. Schertz 
Endowment Fund. She also was a 
member of the President’s Council. 

RUSSELL LEE WELCH, 75, senior 
lecturer in the Department of Finance, 
Insurance, Real Estate and Law, died 
April 19 in Denton. He first taught at 
North Texas from 1983 to 1988, when 
he left to open a law practice. He 
came back as a part-time lecturer in 
1997 and became a full-time senior 
lecturer in 2013. He also served as 
the announcer at the G. Brint Ryan 
College of Business commencement 
ceremonies. He was a captain in the 
U.S. Army in the Vietnam War from 
1967 to 1968, then went on to earn his 
bachelor’s and law degrees from Texas 
Tech University and his M.B.A. from 
the University of Texas at Austin.

M E M O R I A L S

Send memorials to honor UNT alumni 
and friends, made payable to the UNT 
Foundation, to University of North 
Texas, Division of Advancement, 1155 
Union Circle #311250, Denton, Texas 
76203-5017. Indicate on your check 
the fund or area you wish to support. 
Or make secure gifts online at  
one.unt.edu/giving. For more informa-
tion, email giving@unt.edu or  
call 940-565-2900.

EN • FRIENDS WE’LL MISS



north TEXAN   | northtexan.unt.edu |   Fall 2019 Fall 2019   | northtexan.unt.edu |   north TEXAN 60 61

THREE YEARS AGO, I left Nigeria for Dallas. In some ways, it’s like I’m just floating, just existing 
between two places. That made me want to discover a world of my own through art as a way to heal 
that trauma and to find solace in helping people understand what I’m experiencing and see it for 
what it is. Being a teaching assistant at UNT is something that has helped me move forward as an 
artist. I never had to break art down to make it teachable before. It’s given me a better understanding 
of my process, and the process of art generally.        — Augustine Uzor, graduate student in studio art

P E R S P E C T I V E

Uzor’s paintings include Rusty Vision, oil on canvas, as seen above. Read more about his experience navigating a new country as an 
immigrant, and his artistic journey, at northtexan.unt.edu/augustine-uzor.

https://northtexan.unt.edu/node/18901/
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NUMBERS MAN
Whether crossing over on the opposition or 

crunching the numbers on a balance sheet, 

DJ Draper is the one to count on. While 

leading the Mean Green in three-point field 

goal percentage, he simultaneously earned 

his undergraduate degree in accounting 

and, now in his final season, is working on 

an M.B.A. This year, witness DJ and the rest 

of the team as they battle for the C-USA 

championship.

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY.

MEANGREENSPORTS.COM

800-UNT-2366 / 940-565-2527 

DJ Draper (’18)

 GUARD  M.B.A. STUDENT

2019 C-USA All-Academic Team

https://meangreensports.com/
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