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CHAPTER I 

INTBODUCTICN 

Statement of the Problem 

Sift wrapping has come to be considered more and more 

important by stores ia the last few years* It has proved 

to be an invaluable promotional instrument * and it is now 

considered an essential part of the merchandising programs 

©f most larger stores# Much time and effort have been 

directed to the organizing of special departments to 

handle gift wrapping for such stores. Results appear to 

be more than worthwhile because sales for such stores have 

increased a noticeable amount due to their outstanding 

gift-wrapping programs. 

Gift wrapping, however, has not always enjoyed such 

popularity. In the beginning special Christmas wrappings 

were all that stores considered as necessary for a sue* 

cessful merchandising program! however# gift wrapping 

gained so much popularity and public acceptance that wrap-

pings for other special days were introduced. Birthday 

wrapping proved to be very successful, and wrappings for 

such special days as Valentine*s Day, laster, Hall®we»en, 

and Thanksgiving also acquired rapid fame. 



Today* most larger stores have special departments 

set aside in, fell© store that devote full time to gift wrap-

ping# These departments have their own director and their 

own specially trained personnel. All of the designs that 

they use for wrapping packages are specially designed to 

fit the needs of the store* Bach store usually has dis-

tinctive wrapping paper# ribbon, and other supplies used 

in the process of gift wrapping# 

Since gift wrapping has proved so popular in larger 

stores* it seems logical that it should be equally suc-

cessful in smaller stores as well* This# unfortunately, 

has not been the case. This lack of success appears to be 

due mainly to the deficiency of essential knowledge concern* 

ing gift wrapping upon the part of smaller store owners. 

Such a lack of knowledge is due in part to the limited 

amount of written material upon the subject of gift wrapping. 

Therefore, there seems to be an Immediate need for a com* 

pilation of data concerning the subject of gift wrapping 

so that smaller store owners can profit by the methods 

employed so successfully by larger stores. 

A study and analysis of gift wrapping as used in 

large stores would put in definite form the available data 

concerning the subject. Smaller store owners, when sup* 

plied with such Information# could begin to see the possible 

profits in gift wrapping. The study could be used by the 



smaller store owners as a basis for organizing a gift-

wrapping department in their own stores. 

Limitations 

The study is limited to a survey of th® gift-wrapping 

departments of seleeted stores in Dallas# Port Worth, and 

Denton. It is felt that the stores selected give a repre-

sentative picture of the gift-wrapping methods used by the 

larger department stores in the area. If all stores were 

covered* such a study would be too extensive for the amount 

of time available. 

Allowance must be made for the use of interviews as 

a limiting factor in the study. The Interview technique 

was necessary because of the lack of published information 

concerning gift-wrapping procedure. 

Sources of Data and Procedure 

Data for this study were secured through the use of 

interviews, fhe questions asked during the interviews were 

based on a detailed outline concerning organizational struc-

ture and selection and training of employees. 

The people in charge of the gift-wrapping departments 

in selected stores were interviewed personally. Information 

gained from these interviews was organised and foxm the 

main body of this study. 



Special thanks should be extended to the Fair, Cox'3, 

and Meaoham's in Fort Worthy Texas I Sanger*s# Harris*s, 

Neiman-Marcus, and Titehe's of Dallas* Texas J and Russell's, 

the Boston Stow# the Varsity Shop, and Young Moderns of 

Denton, Seal, for the special materials and information 

they contributed to this study. 

Organization of the Study 

®he first chapter of this study is composed of the in-

troduction. The organizational structure, selection of 

employees, and the training of employees are discussed in 

Chapter II* Wrapping of various shaped packages, tying 

of different types of bows, and materials used in gift 

wrapping are discussed in Chapter III* Designs for gift 

wrappings for various occasions are presented in Chapter I?. 

She sitmaary and conclusions are presented in Chapter V. 



CHAPTER II 

ORGANIZATION OF GIFT-WRAPPING DEPARTMENTS 

Gift-wrapping methods are somewhat affected, by th® or-

ganization of th® gift-wrapping departments# Although many 

of the departments are organized along similar lines, each 

one has its own particular way of carrying out its operations. 

An analysis of the organization of the gift-wrapping de-

partments of selected stores would therefore aid in the 

understanding of why a gift-wrapping department operates in 

a specific way. 

Since there was no available printed material concern-

ing gift-wrapping departments, interviews were made of a 

selected number of stores in the Dallas, Fort Worth, and 

Denton area* The stores interviewed were selected accord-

ing to their popularity. 

Th© personsIn charge of the gift-wrapping departments 

at th® various stores were Interviewed personally. The 

questions asked these people were based on a detailed ques-

tionnaire* (See page 6.) 

Where Gifts Are Wrapped 

A study was made to determine where the gift wrapping 

is actually done in the respective stores. All the stores 



Questionnaire 

1. Is gift wrapping don® on a departmental or a store-
wide basis? 

2* If on a departmental basis# ia it done by all em-
ployees or special employees? 

3# Who ia in charge of gift wrapping? 

If. How many people are employed in the gift-wrapping 
department? 

5. How long have you had a gift-wrapping department? 

6. Where is the gift-wrapping department located in 
the store, and why is this location chosen? 

7» Pro® what source are employees selected? 

8* Are any special qualifications required? 

9. Who makes the selection? 

10# Is there any special training for employees given 
by the store? 

11* Of what does this training consist? 

12* How long does this training last? 

13* Does your gift-wrapping department make a profit, 
break even, or lose money? 

34. What is the estimated cost of material used during 
the year? 

IS. How many packages does your department wrap during 
the year? 

16• What is the estimated cost per package? 

17* What are charges for gift wrapping? 

18. Is cost of gift wrapping charged to the separate 
departments or to general operating expense? 

19* Who supplies ideas for designs for packages? 

20• Is material used specially designed* and if so who 
does it? 

21. What occasions are represented with special wraps? 



interviewed have a place set aside where all the gift wrap-

ping is don®, this is the only place where a gift package 

caa be wrapped in the store. 

The usual procedure is for the customer to go to the 

wrapping department, and# from, the designs on display there* 

choose the appropriate one for the gift. The gift is then 

wrapped by the departmental personnel. However# there is 

one store that has the different package designs on display 

la each department throughout the store, The customer makes 

the purchase and chooses the design at the same place# The 

gift is then sent to the gift-wrapping department and the 

customer can either pick the package up or have it delivered* 

Location of Gift-wrapping Department 

fhe location of the gift-wrapping departments In the 

stores studied may be almost any place* The gift-wrapping 

departments range from the top floor to the basement* The 

two smaller Benton stores have their gift-wrapping depart-

ments located In the back. The more exclusive stores, such 

as The Fair in Port Worth and Heiman-Marcus in ©alias# have 

the gift-wrapping department located in the basement* All 

the other stores use a location which is convenient to their 

customers. 

Table 1, page 8, shows the location of the gift-wrapping 

department in each of the stores included In this study. 
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TABLE 1 

LOCATION OP GIFT-WRAPPING DEPARTMENT 

Store location 

The Fall* Basement 
Oox*s . Sixth floor 
*@acham»s Third floor 
Snag®?** Third floor 
Harris' s . Third floor 
Heiman-Marcus Basement 
Titche's First floor 
Russell's . . . . . . . . . . First floor 
Boston Store . First floor 
farslty Shop . . . Back of store 
Young Moderns Back of store 

Person in Charge of Gift Wrapping 

The person in charge of the gift-wrapping department 

is generally th® gift-wrapping department manager. Th© 

person in charge of th® department at Th® Fair in Fort 

Worth is th® display manager. Th© three smaller stores 

in Denton Included in this study have no special person in 

charge sine® the store owner manages the department in ad-

dition to his other duties* 

The title of the person in charge of the gift-wrapping 

department in each of the stores studied is shown in 

Table 2, page 9. 

Number of Employees 

Th® number of people employed by th® stores for their 

gift-wrapping department seems to vary according to th© 

size of the store and the volume of business. i • 



TABLE 2 

TITLE OP PERSON IN CHARGE OP 
GIFT-WRAPPING DEPARTMENT 

Store 

Th© Fair . . 
Goat's . . . 
Meacham's 
Sanger*s . • 
Harris's . . 
N© imam-Marcus 
Titche's . • 
Russell's . 
Boston Stor® 
Varsity Shop 
Young Moderns 

Title 

Display manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Gift-wrapping manager 
Store owner 
Store owner 
St or® omer 

In th© two smaller stores in Denton, no special per* 

sonne1 are assigned to the gift-wrapping department, Each 

employee in these two stores wraps the gift he has sold* 

Table 3# below# indicates the number of people employed in 

the gift-wrapping department of the stores included in this 

study. 

TABLE 3 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN 
GIFT-WRAPPING DEPARTMENT 

Store Number 

The Pair $ 
Cox's * . . . 3 
Meacham's . . . . . . . . . 2 
Sanger1 ^ 
Harris's . . . . . . . . . . 3 
N eiman-Marcus . . . . . . . 15-1? 
Titche's . . . . . . . . . . 12 
Russell^ . . . . . . . . . 2-3 
Boston Store . . . . . . . . 1 
Varsity Shop . . . . . . . . All employees 
Young Moderns . . . . . . . All employees 
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The number of employees in th© gift-wrapping department 

in each store, as shown in fable 3# pag© 9* indicates full* 

tin® personnel. During th© Christmas season, all th® stores 

employ extra people. 

Type of Employees 

Most of the larger stores in th© area employ people to 

work only in th® gift-wrapping department# However# three 

of the local stores do not employ special people* In these 

three stores* all 'the sales personnel wrap th© gifts they 

have sold. One of these three stores employs special people 

during the Christmas season* fhe classification of th® 

employees in th© gift-wrapping departments of the various 

stores is shown in fable If, below. 

TABLE 1+ 

CLASSIFICATION OF EMPL0XEES IS 
GIPT-WRAPPIKG DEPARTMENT 

Store Type 

fhe Fair . . . . . . . . . . . Special 
Cox's . . • • • • • • . . • • Special 
Meaoham* s . . . . . . . . . . Special 
Sanger's . Special 
Harris's . . . . . . Special 
Heimn*Xarous . . Special 
fitch®'s . . . Special 
Russell's . . . . . Special 
Boston Store . . . . . . . . . Regular** 
Varsity Shop Regular 
Young Moderns . . . . . . . . Regular 

^Special employees are used during 
the Christmas season. 
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Qualifications of Employees 

Ho special qualifications are required of gift-wrapping 

department employees in the stores included in this study 

except those get for all store employees. However, the 

employees la the gift-wrapping departments must be exception-

ally neat in their work. 

The personnel of the gift-wrapping departments are 

trained on the job, either by the head of the department 

or by other department employees# The employees in the 

smaller stores in Denton are trained by the store owners. 

Charges for Gift Wrapping 

The Dallas and Fort Worth stores have a set rate for 

gift wrapping. These charges are as follows: Twenty-five 

cents for small packages, thirty cents for medium-sized 

packages, and from fifty cents up for large packages. 

With one exception, this rate is observed in all the 

Denton stores studied. This store charges twenty-five to 

thirty-five cents for small packages, fifty to sixty cents 

for medium-sized packages, and one dollar up on large 

packages. 

Fourteen dollars ninety-five cents is the average 

minimum purchase price for free gift wrapping. This mini-

mum is subject to change if the store is putting on a 

special sale. The two smaller Denton stores provide for 

free gift wrapping for any merchandise purchased in the 

store. 
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Table 5» below, lists the charges for gift wrapping 

set by the stores in th® area included in this study, 

TABLE 5 

CHARGES FOR GIFT WRAPPIHO 

Store Small 
Packages 

Medium— 
Sized 
Packages 

Large 
Packages 

Minimum 
Purchase for 
Free Wrao 

Th© Fair # .25 • *35 1 .5© $14.95 

Cox's • 25 •35 •50 1^.95 

Ileaoham* s *25 •35 .50 14.95 

Sanger* s .25 •35 •50 lif.95 

Harris»s • 25 •35 .50 14.95 

Neiman's .25 •35 •5o 14.95 

Titehe*s • 25 •35 •50 14.95 

Russell's •25-.35 .50-.6o fl-#2 14.95 

Boston .15 • 25 •35 mm 

Varsity Pre© Free Free Ho minimum 

Moderns Free Free Free Ho minimum 

Profitability of Gift-wrapping Departments 

Although sob® stores would not give information as to 

th© profitability of the gift-wrapping department, it is 

apparent that these departments do not make money. Table 6, 

page 13* tabulates the information received from th® stores 

as to whether the gift-wrapping departments make a profit, 

break even, or lose money. 



13 

TABUS 6 

PROFITABILITY GF GIFT-WRAPPING DEPARTMENTS 

More... , Make Money 
Do Sot 

Make Money lo Answer 

The Fair 1 

Oox's 1 

Meacham's 1 

Sanger*s 1 

Harris1s 1 

Heiman-Marcus 1 

Tifcche's 1 

Russell's 1 

Boston Store 1 

Varsity Shop 1 

Young Moderns 1 

Total — k ? 

Hone of the stores interviewed claimed that the gift-

wrapping department as a department mad# money# Four of 

the stores estimated that they lost money and seven of the 

stores refused to answer* According to the information 

received daring the interviews# gift wrapping is considered 

a customer service. In addition, it is also considered 

to be an excellent advertising instrument, since gift wrap-

ping brings the store's laerchandlse to the favorable 
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attention of the one who receives the gift# inevitably build-

ing good will* 

All the stores interviewed, except the two smaller 

Denton stows# charge the cost of gift wrapping to th® 

department, fhe two Denton stores* however, charge this 

cost to operating expense. 

Source of Design Ideas 

Gift wraps for the stores in Dallas are designed by 

special designers# The Fort Worth stores, with the exception 

of Th® Fair which uses special designers, use ideas supplied 

by the department personnel* The Denton stores use ideas 

supplied by those in the department or in the store# 

The source of design ideas for gift wraps for the 

various stores is shown in Table 7# below. 

TABLE 7 

SOURCE OF DESIGN IDEAS 
FOR GIFT WRAPS 

Store Source 

The Fair . . . . . . . . . Special designers 
Cox's . . . . . . . . . . Departmental employees 
Meacham's Departmental employees 
Sanger's Outside display housed 
Harris's Outside display house** 
Neiman-Marcus . . . . . . Special designers 
Titche's . . . . . . . . . Special designers 
Russell's . . . . . . . . Departmental employees 
Boston Store . . . . . . . Store employees 
Varsity Shop . . . . . . . Store employees 
Xoung Moderns . . . . . . Store employees 

*Adams and Lynna, wholesale display house, 
Dallas, Texas. 
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Stores Using Special Material® 

The Fair, Neiman-Marcus, and Titche's have special die* 

signers in the gift-wrapping department. These designers 

spend all their time designing papers and wraps for th© 

atore* Sanger's and Harris's use ideas supplied by whole-

sale display houses# These display houses decorate the 

stores and carry out the decoration theme in the gift wraps. 

All the other stores interviewed use ideas supplied by the 

departmental or store employees* 

Table 8, page 16, gives a check list of the stores that 

use specially designed wrapping materials* 

All th® Mllas stapes and The Fair and leacham*s of 

Fort Worth use specially designed materials* These materi-

als Include both the wrapping papers and the ribbons used 

to tie the gift papfcages. 

Additional Service 

An additional service offered by seme stores is the 

branch post office, but only three stores in the area in-

cluded in this study have a branch post office. The owners 

of the other stores believe that it is too expensive to 

operate a branch post office. The three stores that 

operate a branch post office feel that it builds customer 

good will since such a service is designed for customer 

convenience. 
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TABLE 8 

STORES USING SPECIALLY DESIGNED 
WRAPPING MATERIALS 

Store 

Are Gift Wraps Specially 
Designed! 

Store 

Yes lo 

The Fair X 

Cox's X 

Meacham' s X 

Sanger* s X 

Harris's X 

Neiman-Marcus X 

Titehe's X 

Resell's X 

Boston store X 

Varsity Shop X 

Young Moderns X 

Table 9# page 16, indicates the stores that operate a 

branch post office. 

Summary 

The eleven stores studied include gift wrapping as on© 

of their customer services. Although gift wrapping is not 

a profit-making enterprise* it is considered an excellent 

advertising medium. 
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TABLE 9 

STORES HAVING A BRANCH POST OFFICE 

Offlee Branoh Fo«t 

No 

Store 

The Pair 

Cox1 a 

Meacham'3 

Sanger's 

Harris1s 

Meiman-Marcua 

Titohe's 

Russell's 

Boston Store 

?arsity Shop 

Young Moderns 

Total 

The location of the gift-wrapping departments varies 

from the basement to tfee top floors in the stores studied. 

Generally, the person in ©harge of the gift-wrapping de-

partment is the manager of that department • Some of the 

smaller stores in Denton* however, do not have a separate 

gift-wrapping department, and the service is carried on by 

the sales personnel. The number of employees working ex-

clusively in the gift-wrapping department varies aeeordiag 
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to til® size of the slwe. Ordinarily, no special qualifies.* 

tions beyond those required for other store personnel# are 

required of the gift-wrapping personnel. 

Charges for gift wrapping ar® uniform, with some few 

exceptions, Some of the larger stores employ speelal de-

signers to create exclusive materials and designs for 

their gift wraps, but the smaller stores us© ideas contri-

buted by store employees* 

Three stores offer a branch post offioe as a customer 

service, but the other stores believe such a service is 

too expensive to Justify its existence. 



CHAPTER III 

STEPS II WRAPPING AHD THIS GIFT PACKAGES 

One of the moat Important considerations in a study 

concerning gift-wrapping methods la the actual steps iwolted 

to wrapping and tying packages. Designs and wrapping pro-

cedure are the main distinguishing features of the gift* 

wrapping departments of various stores. Every store has its 

own ideas about types of bows to fee used in completing the 

package and about the papers utilised for the wrapping pro-

cess. It is therefore necessary for one t© be familiar with 

the basic fundamentals of gift wrapping In order to under* 

stand the procedures followed. 

The various paper manufacturing companies In the ares 

conduct a gift-wrapping school from time to time to help the 

gift-wrapping department personnel become familiar wife the 

latest materials and techniques* 

The wrapping and tying procedures shown la this chapter 

are generally used by all the stores Interviewed. These 

methods have proved to save time, material# and* therefore* 

money. 

18 



19 

Wrapping of Various Shaped Packages 

When the Gift Is in a Box 

Most gift items are placed in boxes before they are 

wrapped. However, there are a few things that should be 

done before wrapping to make the gift more attractive. 

To add richness to the appearance of the gift, the box 

should usually be lined with tissue paper. White or any ap-

propriate color may be used. 

Cut a sheet of tissue paper so that it is about twice 

as long as the box. Pleat the paper down the center to make 

it exactly the width of the box. (See Figure 1.) 

Pig. !•--Pleat in tissue paper 

One or two pleats may be made. Smooth the tissue paper 

down into the box to line the sides and bottom and extend 

enough to be folded over the contents when they are in the 

box. Figure 2 shows how to line the box. 
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... ,?mmM 

• v s*-

Fig. 2.—Lining box with 
pleated paper. 

Lay a second sheet across the width and pleat to fit 

in the same way. Figure 3 shows this step. 

" M m 

Fig. 3*--Second sheet or tissue 
paper, 

[it the box is so large that the sheets of tissue are 

not long enough to go across the bottom and fold up over 
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the contents, a separate piece may be used for each side. 

Make pleats in the tissue as described already and fasten to 

the lower edge of the box with bits of Scotch tape. Bring 

up the sides lust as if the paper went across the bottom. 

It will not always be necessary to fasten the tissue paper; 

the contents, when placed in the box, will often hold it 
1 

in place. 
L/ 

If the gift is fragile or might easily be mussed by 

snifting around, crush several sheets of tissue loosely and 

tuck around the gift to hold it in place, (see Figure 4.) 

Fig. 4.--Tissue paper crushed 
around gift. 

Fold the tissue paper over the top of the gift from the 

long ends and then across the width. Hold in place with an 

Denniaon°ff«y"V™*«eturlng Company, How to Gift Wra£ the 
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appropriate gummed seal or leave loose. At this point, 
0 

place a gift enclosure card on top. Replace the cover of 

the box, and it is ready to be wrapped and tied with a bow* 

- , ** 

Fig. If.—Box ready for cover 
* 

When a Gift Is Not in a Box 

There are some articles, such as umbrellas, golf clubs, 

and many other ungainly items, that are not boxed. These 

articles would be almost impossible to wrap neatly without 

some type of firm covering. ?*hlle these items cannot be 

made to fit a box, a box of cardboard can be made to fit the 

items • 

For wrapping a long, thin article, an umbrella or golf 

elub for instance, make a tube of cardboard, pliable enough 

to roll into the correct size, and overlap about two inches. 

Drucilxa Lowrie, The Art of Wrapping Gifts. pp. Uj.-15. 
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.... : 

Pig* 5•—Ends of cardboard 
tub© taped together* 

Fasten with Scotch tape. If necessary, cut two circles of 

cardboard and fasten across the ends of the tube frith Scotch 

tape, (see Figures 5 and 6.) Wrap appropriately and tie » 

with a bow. 

Pig# 6.--Two tubes of card-
board may be used. 

A tissue paper or cellophane fluff is the best way to 

wrap jars of jelly, bottles and similar containers if they 

are not boxed. Cut two squares of tissue paper, cellophane, 
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or on© of each, large enough so that when the container is 

placed on the center they may be brought to the top and 

*as bened in^a big fluff. Arrange one square on the other 

diagonally. Place the bottle in the center. Bring the 

paper up to the top and arrange in a fluff. Fasten with 

ribbon. Add decorative bows.3 Figure 7 shows how to wrap 

a jar or a similar shape* 

Fig. 7*—Tissue or cellophane fluff 

Wrapping the Box with Paper 

The gift package should be planned before wrapping be< 

gina. Wrapping paper of an appropriate color should be 

selected with a design of suitable size for the box to be 

wrapped. Then a ribbon of just the right shade and width 

to make a bow should be chosen, always keeping in mind the 

size of the box. Before wrapping, enclose a gift card 

J 
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If the box being wrapped is dark colored and the wrap-

ping paper has a white background thin enough to see through, 

wrap the box with plain white paper before using the gift-

wrapping paper. 

Place the paper, face down, on the table. Put the box, 

upside down if possible, on the paper. Place it so that the 

design will show to the best advantage when the package is 

wrapped and tied, (See Figure 8.) 

V' 

Pig# 8•--Box placed on papeâ  

Cut the paper wide enough to go around the box and over-

lap one and one-half inches (lees for a very small box) and 

long enough to extend a little more than half the depth of 

the box at both ends. This extending length will have to 

vary slightly according to the shape of the box and should 

be a trifle more for a deep box than for a shallow one. 

If the box is to be wrapped with colored cellophane, 

place it on the table with a piece of white wrapping paper 
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on top and cut the two to correct size at the same time, 

and wrap the two around the box together. If preferred, the 

box can be wrapped with the white paper first, then with 

cellophane. 

Place the box on the now correctly cut sheet of paper. 

Bring the paper up, overlapping as near the center of the 

top as possible, and fasten with Scotch tape, as indicated 

by Figure 9. 

Fig. 9•—"Paper overlap, 
fastened with Scotch tape. 

Fold fche top ends of the paper down and make sharp 

diagonal creases at both sides, as illustrated in Figure 10. 

/ / 

Fig. 10.—Diagonal creases 
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Fold in the sides of the paper, as seen in Figure 11. 

k 

f , 
r> .. j 

si *§M$ 

Fig#. 11 •--Side fold 

Next, fold the bottom of the paper up, as indicated 

by Figure 12. 

*-jv 

Fig. 12•--Bottom fold 

Then fasten in place with Scotch tape. Repeat at the 

opposite end. (See Figure 13.) 
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Fig« 13.--Ends of paper taped 

If tiie box cannot be turned upside down to wrap it, 

cut the paper about one-half inch wider and turn the raw 

edge together. Arrange so that the overlap will come under 

the tying ribbon. 

When a deep box is being wrapped, the sides of the 

paper may be folded in first, making the diagonal creases 

at the sides, top and bottom. (See Figure ll|.) Then fold 

the top down and the bottom up. 

Pig. lij.. —Deep box wrap 
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Turn the box over# It is now ready to tie and add the 

bowsA 

When the Box Is Larger Than the Paper 

When the box is Just a little too large to wrap with, a 

single sheet of gift-wrapping paper, cut a second piece of 

paper the width of the box top* and long enough to extend 

well down on both ends. (See Figure 15.) If necessary, hold 

in place with Scotch tape. 

i. fSSiS 

Pig. 15.—Wrapping a box . 
too large for the paper. 

Now proceed to wrap the box, fastening the edges of 

the large sheet to the extra piece as necessary. If the box 

cannot be turned upside down, arrange the tying ribbon to 

cover the piecing of the wrapping paper. Figure 16 shows 

how the second sheet of paper Is used for piecing. 
* 

^Ibld.. p. lj.. 
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1 

Fig# l6•--Extra sheet of paper 
for piecing. 

When the box is so large that two whole sheets must be 

used, wrap one half of the box at a time. Place one sheet 

of paper extending the correct length beyond one end. 

Fasten at the center with Scotch tape, then wrap just as 

described earlier. Repeat on the opposite end with a second 

sheet of paper. (See Figure 17.) 

o . 

Fig. 17.—Using two sheets 
of paper. 

r 
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A very large package may require four sheets of paper, 

Xc is usually easier to fasten the sheets together with 

Scotch tape before starting to wrap the box. Working on 

the wrong side, fasten the two long edges of two sheets 

together, overlapping them about one inch. Then fasten 

the now long edges of the double sheets together in the 

same way, as shown in Figure 18. Now the box is ready to 

wrap. 

X 

Pig* 18•—Using four sheets 
of paper. 

m 

When the gift is so large and heavy that it cannot be 

handled, a wide band of ribbon may be placed around it and 

a bow made from strips of similar ribbon. Cut strips five 

or six inches wide and use one piece for each loop of the 

bow. Cellophane is attractive for this purpose.^ 
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Figure 19 illustrates a wrap for a gift that ia too 

large and heavy to be handled in the usual manner for wrap-

Ping. 

j //* WsSi 
V " 

gift. 
Pig. 19«—Wrap for a bulky 

Wrapping a Round Box 

A round box is not difficult to wrap, but a certain 

Skill Bust be used to make a neat wrapping. 

Lay the box on its side on a piece of wrapping paper 

long enough to go around it.and overlap about one and one-

half inches (less for a small package) and wide enough to 

extend a little more than one half the diameter at both 

ends, figure 2 0 illustrates the first step in wrapping a 

round package. 
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Sl#a 

Fig. 20.—First step In 
wrapping a round package. 

Roll the paper around the box tightly and smoothly. 

Fasten witn Scotch tape, as shown in Figure 21• 

Fig. 21 .—Paper fastened . 
with Scotch tape.. 

Now fold the ends down in small pleats and hold with 

Scotch tape.- (See Figure 22.) Repeat on the other end. 

Now the box is ready to tie and add bows as desired.5 

Too Pretty to Open 

How many times has someone said, "It is almost too 

pretty to open?" Here is a way to prepare a gift package 

5Ibid., p. 5. 
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. •; 9 's 

Fig. 22•--Round box wrap 
ready to tie* 

so that it may be opened without disarranging the wrappings. 

At the same time the boxes can be made suitable for permanent 

use* 

Place the open box right side up on the wrapping paper, 

which is face down on the table. Measure and cut the paper 

the correct size to allow it to come up all four sides and 

be turned over the top about one-half inch. 

Bring the paper up around the box said paste smoothly 

and tightly to the top edge, and on the long sides. Make 

sharp diagonal creases at the corners, then turn them over 

the ends, as shown in Figure 23. How paste the surplus 

paper over the top edge. 

Arrange the paper on the cover in the same way. (See 

Figure 2lf.) Match the design or arrange it so that the 

design will show to the best advantage when the box is 

tied. 
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^v-

Pig# 23«--Permanent box wrap 

Plg« 24*—Cover for perma-
, nent box wrap. 

Decide now how the ribbon is to be used. • The ribbon 

can be tied on just as a regular gift or it can be pasted 

on. If the ribbon is to be pasted on, an off-center tying 

is suggested because of its festive appearance. Paste one 

end of the ribbon to the inside top edge of the box. Bring 

it around under the bottom and paste the other end in place 

exactly opposite. Now put the ribbon in the opposite direc-

tion, pasting the ends in place as before. (See Figure 25.) 
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Fig. 25•—Ribbon pasted on box 

Attach the ribbon to cover in exactly the same position 

so that when the cover is put on the ribbon will appear to 

go around the entire box. (See Figure 26.) 

Pig. 26*—Ribbon pasted on cover 

Bows are added next. They may be tied, wired or pasted 

in position. When the contents are in place and the package 

is ready to be presented, a narrow ribbon of the same color 

as that used to decorate the box may be tied around as in-

conspicuously as possible. This will keep it tightly closed 

but it should be so fastened that it may be easily untied to 

open the box# 
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If the box is round, cut the paper long enough to go 

around the box and about two inches wider. Paste to the box 

with one inch extending above the top and bottom. Turn 

under and paste. (See Figure 27.) 

Fig. 27.—Permanent wrap 
for a round box. 

Cover the top with a single sheet, cutting about one-

half inch larger than the cover. Slash the edges and paste 

down the width of the rim plus one inch. Paste the paper to 

the top edge. Then turn the surplus over and paste inside.^ 

(See Figure 28.) 

Fig. 28.—Permanent wrap 
for round box top. 

Xbid.. p. 12. 
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Tying the Box 

There are many ways of fastening ribbon around a package. 

Although the basic arrangement may be the same, the effect 

will be entirely different depending on the size of the box, 

the width and texture of ribbon and its position on the pack-

age. 

Regulation Tying 

The regulation tie is the basic one that is used most 

commonly by all stores. It can be used for any occasion and 

always makes an attractive package. 

To make the regulation tie, hold the ribbon with the 

left thumb on top of the box so that the short end extends 

four or five inches beyond the center, as Illustrated in 

Figure 29. The length should not be cut until later. 

\ : v 

—sasnw,* 

Pig. 29.—First step in 
the regulation tie. 
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Bring the ribbon around the length of the box to the 
i f; ' - 1 • • "• : f . 

smarting point. Cross the ribbon, bringing the long end 

around the box and back to the starting point, as shown in 

Figure 30. Do not twist the ribbon on the bottom of the 

package. 

Pig* 30.—Second step in 
the regulation tie* 

Gut off the ribbon, leaving five or six inches. Bring 

this end over. (See Figure 31.) Then tie the ribbon. 

(See figure 32.) Follow the same routine when the ribbon is 

tied off the center one way. (See Figure 33.) Also, follow 

this routine when the ribbon is off center both ways. (See 

Figure 3lj.«)7 

^Ibid.. p. 6. 
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e. 

» 

X ̂  

Pig- 31 •—Third step in 
the regulation tie* 

H H I 

• * # 

.. 32. —Fourth step in 
the regulation tie. 
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Fig* 33•--Ribbon tied off 
center one way* 

Fig* 34•--Ribbon tied off 
center both ways. 
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Diagonal Tying 

Diagonal tying is often used to frame some particularly 

attractive motif of the wrapping paper. It also may be done 

quickly. 

To begin the diagonal tie, hold the short end of the 

ribbon at the upper left of the top with the thumb, as 

seen in Figure 35. 
* 

Pig* 35.--Beginning the 
diagonal tie. 

Carry the ribbon across the top, down the. side, under, 

up the side, across the top, under and up to the starting 

point. Now cut the end and tie in a single knot. (See 

Figure 36.) 

For extra security, instead of cutting the ribbon, 

bring it straight around the box the short way, then cut 

it off and tie. (See Figure 37.) 

r 
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Fig. 36.—Diagonal tie 

Fig. 37•--Extra security 
in diagonal tie. 

% 

?or double diagonal tying, do not out the and but tie 

it. Repeat tying, but in the reverse direction. (See 

Figure 38.) 

For a triple diagonal, hold the end of the ribbon in 

the Middle of the upper edge. Instead of bringing it back 

to the starting point, go around the left side diagonally 

again and then to the starting point. The ribbon is now 

ready to tie. (See Figure 39.) 



Pig, 38.—Double diagonal tie 

Fig* 39*--Triple diagonal tie 

There are many other possible ways to arrange ribbons. 

Many of them are not needed actually to hold the package 

together but are used only for decoration. When these 

tyings are used, the wrapping paper should be more securely 

fastened at the ends with Scotch tape.^ 

Hold an eight-to ten-inch ribbon end with the thumb. 

Bring the ribbon around the box. This first step is shown 

in Figure lj,0. 

8 Ibid. 
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Fig. ij.0. —First step 

Cross the ribbon and bring the long end around the 

other way, under the box and up the opposite side. This 

step is shown in Figure IfX. 

r 

Fig. Ip. •--Second step 

Bring eight-inch end to desired position on top, cross 

the two ends. Bring the long end around the box to crossing 

point. Tie and cut the ends. (See Figure ij,2.) 

For a two-and-one tying, the ribbon is to go around 

twice one way and once the other. Do not twist the ribbon 

on the bottom of the box.9 The two ribbons may go length-

wise or across the width, whichever is preferred 
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Pig# i|2.--Third step 

For a separate ribbon tying, one is tied at the lower 

left, and the other one at the upper ri$it, as illustrated 

in Figure 43* 

Pig* 43*—Separate ribbon tie 

A three-ribbon tying, with a center and two off-center 

tyings is done best with a narrow ribbon. (See Figure 44.) 

Three parallel ribbons are for a tailored package# 

Fasten by overlapping flat at the bottom, holding with 

Scotch tape. (See Figure 45.) 
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Fig. 1|4»—Throe-ribbon ti© 

Fig. 1+5• —Tailored package 

For a tfVn tying, start at the center edge of the short 

side. Bring the ribbon around the box twice, spreading 

apart at the opposite end. (See Figure i|6.) 

For a double ,!V" tying, start at the center, bring the 

ribbon around the box three times, making a parallel on top 

Tie together at the starting point to bring all together. 

(See Figure i|J.) 

10 

10 The Fair, Fort Worth. 
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Pig, 46.—"v" tie 

Pig. 4?. —Double "V" tie 

For a wide and narrow tying, fasten wide ribbon in 

place, then tie narrow ribbon at the edges of the wide 
' 

ribbon, (see Figure î Q.) This can also be done by placing 

11 the narrow ribbon in the center of the wide ribbon. 

Figure 49-) 
(See 

11 
Dennison Manufacturing Company, op. cit., p. 7. 
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Fig. lj.8.—Wide and narrow tie 

Pig. 49.—Narrow ribbon in 
center of wide ribbon. 

Tying of Different Types of Bows 
% 

Crisp, perky bows are important for creating lovely 

gift packages• Making them does not require a lot of 

practice. However, there are three rules that should be 

followed if the desired effect is to be achieved. These 

are as follows: 

1. Do not handle the ribbon except to hold the 
loops in the exact position. 

2. Be sure that the ribbon is not allowed to 
twist as loops are being formed. 
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3. Fasten the loops In place with fine spool wire. 
Cotton-covered spool wire is ideal. It is very fine 
wire covered with cotton thread and does not slip. 

Rosette bow.—The rosette bow is the most often used 

type of bow. Once this bow has became familiar, variations 

can be easily made. 

Hold the ribbon between the thumb and forefinger or the 

thumb and middle finger of the left hand, whichever is easier. 

Form a loop of the desired length, allowing the short end 

to extend down the same length as the loop. Pinch tightly. 

Do not cut off the length until after all the loops have 

been formed, (see Figure 50.) 

Fig. 50.— Rosette bow. Fom 
a loop over the left forefinger. 

form another loop of the same length but in the opposite 

direction. Be sure that the ribbon does not twist as the 

loops are being formed. Push this loop between the thumb 

and the finger. (See Figure 51.) 
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Fig . 51.—Push between thumb 
and middle f i n g e r . 

Use the f o r e f i n g e r or middle f i n g e r t o he lp measure 

the length f o r the loops a t the top , as shown in Figure 52 . 

P ig . 52.—Use f o r e f i n g e r to 
measure length of loops a t t op . 

Use the l i t t l e f i n g e r t o measure the loops on the lower 

s i d e . (See Figure 5 3 0 

Repeat, making loops f i r s t in one d i r e c t i o n , then in 

the o the r , pushing each loop as i t i s foamed t i g h t l y between 

the thumb and f i n g e r , u n t i l the re a re f i v e or more loops in 
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Fig. 53•—Use little finger 
to measure lower loops. 

each direction closely side by side, and the end extends on 

the opposite side from the original end. Still holding 

tightly, cut off the length of the loops on the diagonal. 

Now, still holding the bow tightly between the left 

thumb and finger, put a six-inch piece of spool wire across 

the middle of the b cw • Bring the wire to the under side 

and give two or three very tight twists. Cut off the sur-

plus wire, leaving about one-half inch. Bend this flat 

against the under side of the bow. The bow is now ready 
12 

to attach to the package• (See Figure 5lj..) 

Types of Formal Bows 

Varied loop bow.—Make the loops of the bow of dif-

ferent lengths but progressively on both sides the same.1^ 

(See Figure 55.) 

12Ibid.. p. 8. *3 Ibid., p. 9, 



53 

w J rm 

Pig. 54*—Push each loop be-
tween the lingers as it is formed. 
Fasten with a tightly twisted piece 
of spool wire. 

Fig. 55•--Varied loop bow 

This bow can be made fuller by making the loops of the 

bow of different lengths but progressively the same on both 

sides.^ (See Figure 56.) 
r 

Pointed-end bow.--Make a rosette bow with four loops 

on each side. After it is complete, snip the middle of each 

loop. Then cut the ends diagonally. (See Figure 5?.) 

owrie, o£. cit., p. 28. 
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Pig. 56.--Puller varied loop bow 

// &rs 

Fig. 57.—Pointed-end bow 

Curly bow.--Make this bow with long loops or ribbon. 

When complete, cut a number of loops and curl the ends with 

a pair of scissors. (See Figure 58.) 

Double rosette bow,—Follow the routine for making a 

rosette bow, making two separate bows# one with shorter 

loops and of a contrasting color. (See Figure 59.) 

Narrower ribbon can also be used for the smaller bow. 

It may also be a different kind, width and color. (See 

Figure 60.) 
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Pig, 58.--Curly bow 

Pig. 59*--Double rosette 

Pig. 6o.--Narrower ribbon 
used for the smaller bow. 
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To us© balls or bells on a bow, add the balls or bells 

to the already finished bow by slipping them on a narrow 

ribbon which has been placed under the wire that holds the 

bow together. Knot this ribbon tightly and leave the ends 

the same length as the ends of the bow, or cut them off 

short enough not to show.^ (See Figure 6l.) 

V" f v % 

| 'k^hy 

Pig. 6l.—Balls or bells 
added to finished bow. 

F l o w e r —1*7 the stem of small artificial or real 

flowers across the wire and fasten in place with the tying 

ribbon. (see Figure 62.) 

LJ 

& i WM 

Fig. 62.—Flower bow 

^Dennison Manufacturing Company, o£. cit., p. 9, 
Ibid. 7 
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Pointed rosette bow.—Start with the end flat between 

the thumb and the forefinger. (See Figure 63.) 

Pig. 63*--Pointed rosette 
bow. Beginning the bow. 

Turn the ribbon completely over as each loop is formed 

and bring down to the center, having the same side of the 

ribbon up as at the beginning, as illustrated in Figure 6if. 

Fig. 61̂ .--Making loops 

Repeat, first on one side and then on the other, cross-

ing perfectly flat at the center. Fasten with spool wire, 

keeping as flat as possible and yet fastening it tightly. 

(See Figure 65.) 
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Pig. •—Completed pointed 
rosette bow. 

£E2~£ikbon bow.--Make the bow in the regular way, hold-

ing a very narrow ribbon on the wider one as the bow is 

17 
made. (See Figure 66.) 

Fig# 66.--Two-ribbon bow 

Loo£ bow.—Loop a six-inch piece of stiff ribbon, over-

lapping one-half inch. Fasten with Scotch tape, (see 

Figure 67.) 

Ma*ce as many additional loops as required in the same 

-ray, each piece one inch longer. (See Figure 68.) 

17 Ibid 
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Pig. 6?.— Loop bow. Beginning 

Pig. 68•—Additional loops 

Place one directly on the other with the overlap in 

the center underneath, as shown in Figure 69# 

, 

Pig. 69*--Overlap in center 

Fasten together with Scotch tape. Finish by putting a 

18 
short piece of ribbon around the middle. (See Figure 70.) 

18 
Russell's, Denton, Texas. 
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IMJ • ' 

Fig. 70•— Completed loop bow 

Circle bow.--To make a circle bcw, use separate pieces 

about fifteen inches long for each circle. Slip a piece of 
i* , •' 1 

spool wire around the ends, as illustrated in Figure 71. 

Pig. 71,—Circle bow. Spool 
wire around ends. 

Pull the wire up and fasten tightly, but do not crush 

the ribbon. (See Figure 72.) 

,* »' 

Fig# 72•--Fasten wire tightly 

r 
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Fasten circle bow to package with Scotch*tape.(See 

Figure 73.) . • 

Pig« 73*—Circle bow on package 

Cartwheel bow.—Make the first loop with the end held 

flat between the thumb and the forefinger under the loop, 

as illustrated in Figure 

Fig. 74-—Cartwheel bow. 
First loop. 
* 

Repeat, making about ten additional loops exactly the 

same length on each side. Cut off end at center and fasten 

with Scotch tape. (See Figure 75.) 

19, 
Gladys Thompson Bowers, "Can You Tie This One?" 

American Home, XLV (December, 1951), 85-88. 
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Fig* 75•--Additional loops 
in cartwheel bow. 

To make a cartwheel bow with long loops, fasten for 

about one and one-fourth inches in the middle with Scotch 

tape, as shown in Figure 76.20 

Fig. 76.— Cartwheel bow 
with long loops. 

Fan decoration.—-For a fan decoration use one-half inch 

ribbon. Two fans may be made from one hank of ribbon. 

Slip a nine-inch piece of spool wire through the loops 

at each end of the hank. Pinch the ribbon together tightly 

and twist the wire to hold it in place. (See Figure 77.) 

Cut through the entire hank at both ends close to the 

metal binder. (See Figure 78.) 
' 

^Chicago Printed String Company, "Can You Tie This One?" 
American Home, XLIII (December, 195>Q), 78, 79. 
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Pig. 77-—Pan decoration. 
Beginning. 

Pig. 78••-Cut through both 
ends of hank of ribbon. 

Be sure the binder is in the middle of the hank before 

cutting. The section under the metal binder will not be 

used. Now, shape the ends to points by cutting through all 

thicknesses at once, as shown in Figure 79* 

Pig. 79.—Shape ends to point 



6k 

Hold the ribbon in both hands and spread.out carefully, 

top layer to the right, lower one to the left. Pinch tightly 

at the bottom to hold in place, as indicated in Figure 8Q. 

Pig. 80•—Pinch tightly at 
bottom of loops to hold in place 

Two fans may be fastened together by twisting together 

the extending wires, as shown in Figure 81. 

Fig. 81*—Two fans fastened 
together• 

Attach to the package with Scotch tape. Add a bow of 

PI 
the same or of a contrasting color. (See Figure 82.) 

21 
Dennison Manufacturing Company, od. pit., p. 10. 
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Pig. 82,— Cartwheel bow 
attached to package. 

Fastening Bows to the Package 

After tying the ribbon around the package and making the 

separate bows, attach the bows to the package with the ends 

of the tying ribbon. Hold the center of the bow on the knot 
# 

of the tying ribbon, then tie the ends tightly over the bow. 

Be careful that the tying ribbon covers the wire fastenings 

of the bow, as shown in Figure 83. 

Pig. 83.—Make a tight firm 
knot with the tying ribbon. 
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When wide stiff ribbon is used, and it is desirable to 

keep it flat across the top of the package, the bow may 

sometimes be fastened with narrow ribbon of the same color 

or with a piece of spool wire. Slip the narrow ribbon under 

the tying ribbon and tie the bow on with a firm knot, as 

illustrated in Figure 8if. 

V- > 

Fig. 8if.— Fasten bow with 
narrow ribbon. 

When many packages must be tied quickly without using 

as much ribbon as would be needed for a separate bow, a 

double bow may be made with the same ribbon that is tied 

around the box. Tie the ribbon in the regulation way but 

arrange it so that one end is three times as long as the 

other and the shorter one is long enough to make one loop 

and one end* 

Fasten the tying ribbon with a single knot. Make a 

loop of the laig end, bringing' the end beycrid the knot the 
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desired length for the end of the finished bow, as shown 

in Figure 8£. 

Pig. 85.--Make loop of long 
end, bringing it back to the knot. 

Now bring the looped end across the knot to make a 

loop of the same length as the end, as illustrated in 

Figure 86.. 

Fig. 86.—Bring looped end 
across knot to make another loop. 
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Now iaolding the loops with the left hand,- tie the 

original shorter end into a tight bowknot of one loop aid 

one end, as seen in Figure 87. 

r % 

Pig. 87.--Tie original shorter 
end into a tight bowknot of one 
loop and one end* 

•vhen a soft ribbon is being used9 the bow may often 

be tied to the package without first being fastened to-

gether. 

Make a regulation bow with four or five loops on each 

side. Cut off the end diagonally and, Tsfoile still holding 

the bow tightly in the left hand, place over the t ying 

ribbon knot. (See Figure 88.) 

With the right hand, tie the loose ends tightly around 

the center of the bow. (See Figure 89.) 

Cut the ends of the tying ribbon diagonally and, if 

necessary, pull the loops around to make the bow even. 

Sometimes the bows are held in place with Scotch tape. 

A tailored bow is almost always attached in this way. 

Rosette bows, too, may be put in place in the same manner. 
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Fig. 88•--Tie bow to package 
with ends of tying ribbon* 

Pig. 89*--Still holding the 
bow as formed in the left hand, 
tie to package. 

Cut off pieces of Scotch tape about two and one-half 

inches long. With the sticky side out, roll into a circle 

and fasten by overlapping the ends about one-half inch. 

(See Figure 90.) 

Use two to hold each bow in place, sticking to the 

under side of loops and then placing the bow in the desired 
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Fig, Scotch tape 
into a circle. 

position and pressing down, either to the ribbon or to the 
22 

box. (See Figure 91.) 

Fig. fold from out-
side, stick to bow and to package* 

Summary 

The steps in wrapping and tying gift packages dis-

cussed and illustrated in this chapter are generally used 

by all the stores included in this study. These methods 

have proved to be efficient in that they save time, 

22 
Dennison Manufacturing Company, o&. cit., p. H # 



71 

material, and money. The steps involved in gift wrapping 

are shown for variously shafted packages when the gift is 

placed in a b&x and when the gift is to© bulky or too m -

gainly te be placed in ® box. la addition, fee steps to 

be followed for tying the wrapped package are shown in 

detail, including the different kinds of ties and bows 

itoieh may be used. 



CHAPTER I? 

MATERIALS USED FOR GIFT WRAPPIJfG 

FOR VARIOUS 0CCA3I0M3 

The one main characteristic upon which a gift-wrapping 

department is judged by the public is the type of wrapping 

that ia produced. Seme stores ma® only conventional wrap-

ping designs #iich usually bring no particular attention 

their way. Other stores have found that original designs 

for every occasion have paid off in increased sales and 

customer good will* In this chapter a presentation is 

made of successful wrapping materials used for various oc-

casions fl&ieh should help one to understand this fundamental 

factor in the success of a gift-wrapping department. 

Papers 

For many years plain tissue paper was the only kind 

available for wrapping gifts. Then a demand for a stronger 

paper resulted in the manufacture of wrapping paper somewhat 

heavier than tissue. This was made in a few colors# Later 

the papers were printed with appropriate Christmas designs. 

As the demand for colorful papers increased, the variety 

in designs also increased, until today papers are available 

in all patterns and colors, including gold and silver, for 

every gift occasion. 

72 
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Textured papers have also been developed. One type 

looks and feel® like suede. Seme of these papers have em-

bossed designs with raised patterns* Another type of paper 

Is made with glossy enameled finish resembling patent 

leather# while still another has a dull finish. 

Papers fall into fee following categoriest 

Ti a sue.—Tissue is a thin, soft paper, plain, ribbed, 

or creped, Two layers of tissue may be necessary for 

strength and better color. It may be used under the regu-

lar gift paper to keep any printing on the package fro® 

showing through, Tissue printed in fine strips or delicate 

floral designs is available. This is especially effective 

for uie as an inside lining for boxes. 

Cellophane.—Cellophane Is a clear, tough, plastic 

type of wrapping. It is widely used to cover flowers, food, 

toy®, or any item whose beauty or interest is to be seen, 

yet protected. Cellophane comes in aany colors and is 

either printed or plain. A good grade may be twisted or 

crumpled without tearing, 

Eolid-oolor papers.—These papers are made in both 

dull and glossy finish and are always in good taste and 

suitable for any occasion# They vary in price, depending 

mi fee weight and texture, Suede md embossed-finished 

papers usually cost a little more than regular sheets. All 

solid-color papers make a fine background for printed ribbons. 
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Metallic pacers .—Metallic papers are mad© by coating 

a regular papa? with a £11® of Metallic paint• Other types 

are mad© by laminating a layer of metal foil on to a paper 

backing. They come in a wide range of beautiful colors. 

Those with printed designs or embossed surfaces may again 

cost a little more than the plain paper* 

Printed papers.--These papers are made by a process 

much like that used in making wall paper# The design Is 

etched ©n metal rolls which pass through trou#is of color, 

and the imprint of the design Is left on the paper as it 

passes swiftly between the rolls. Other, more unusual de-

signs are printed by a hand screen process which is slower 

and therefore more expensive# The skill of the artist, 

the method of printing, the type of color wed, and the 

quality of the paper are all factors vtiieh enter into the 

price paid, 

Blbbons 

Sibbon Is the most universal decorative tying material. 

The ease with which it may b® manipulated, its general avail-

ability, and the wide price range make it ideal for this 

purpose. 

Ribbon is woven ©n looms into various widths and has a 

woven selvage which keeps it from fraying. It has been used 

as decoration for centuries. 
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Ribbons are made la an endless variety of types, 

colors, widths, and textures* The most familiar types are 

listed below. 

§,1,11,11 ribbon—Satin, the moat poplar ribbon for 

packages, 1# smooth and glossy on the right site# and plain 

and duller on the reverse side, mien the satin finish Is 

on both sides, it la called double-faced satin ribbon. 

Metallic ribbon *-~Thi a ribbon is woTen of silver or 

gold strands. These are sometimes combined «& th rayon or 

silk fibers to make a beautiful sad flexible ribbon. 

—Tinsel ribbon combines sheer fiber® 

with strands of gold or silver In a firm-type weave* 

ribbon. —Laoelon la a fiber shaped into lace-

like designs and pressed into bands of assorted widths. It 

looks as delicate as fine lace, yet is crisp* 

Cftfr.bon.t —Laminated ribbon Is a new type of 

gift tie with an exceptionally brilliant sheen which has 

been developed in the last few years* It has a glossy* 

silk-like appearance and is Made by laminating long rayon 

fibers to an acetate fila.^ 

Kie following sections illustrate papers and ribbons 

which may be used effectively for various types of gift wraps* 
— — — — 

Drucilla Lowrle, j^e of Wrapping gifts. 
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Valentine* s Day 

Love birds, the activities of Cupid and his bow and 

« m t | and tiny hearts are traditional egressions of this 

holiday* 

Glased papers are used most commonly for Valentin® wrap-

pings. led glazed paper, ttoieh is also a tradition for 

Valentine1® day, is used with wilt© or silver laeelon rib-
2 

bon in any width* {See Figure 92«) 

/ 

Pig# 92.—Red glazed paper, 
silver lacelon ribbon# 

If white ribbon is used on the red paper, a diagonal 

tie is used, and laey \iiit© hearts are placed in the center 
f 

of the paekage.^ (See Figure 93*) 

White glased paper is used with red satin ribbon to 

make an attractive package for a man.̂ * (See Figure 94.) 

Way, 

Russell's, Denton, Texas. 

^Denni son Manufacturing Company, Wrapping the Dennlson 

^Cox's, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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Pig* 93*—Hed glaz©d paper, 
lacy whit© heart. 

Fig. 9^.--White glazed 
paper, red satin ribbon 

i 

Metallic printed papers are also successfully used for 

Valentine wrappings. Figure 95 shows a rose metallic paper 

with the lace design in white to be tied with white satin 

ribbon. 

Silver metallic paper with red hearts and #iite lace 

design is tied with red' satin ribbon* (See Figure 96.) 

Red embossed metallic paper with heart and flower de-

sign is used best with nfoite satin ribbon, as in Figure 97.' 

^Russell's, Denton, Texas. 
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Fig. 95#—Hose metallic 
paper, white satin ribbon. 

s * M 

Pig. 96.—Silver metallic 
paper, red satin ribbon. 

Fig. 97#— Hed embossed 
metallic paper, ¥&iite satin 
ribbon. 
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For a most unusual valentine wrapping, Figure 98 il-

lustrates a suede paper with a modern design. This paper is 
6 

used ivi th black satin ribbon* 

V 
Pig. 98,--Modern design 

on suede paper, black satin ribbon. 

Easter 

For Easter, pastel metallic papers are used in shades 

symbollic of the season, orchid, yellow, blue, green, rose, 

chartreuse, and aqua, as well as silver. Figure 99 shows 

these papers. 

Fig* 99»~**Pastel metallic 
papers, 

eacham's, Fort Worth. 
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Satin ribbons of a matching or darker shade are used 

for tying the pastel metallic papers, as shorn in Figure 100. 

Fig. 100.--Satin ribbons 
for tying pastel metallic papers* 

Malines are also used Tor Easter wrappings because they 

give a lacy, dainty effect. The maline is cut in strips and 

gathered along the bottom edge. It is then wired to hold 

the gathers in. Also, the wire is used to attach the ma line 

to the package* When finished, the ma line strips are called 

"puffs." From three to five puffs are placed under thebow 
7 

on a package. (See Figure 101.) 

Silver and orchid printed paper, used with wide, silver 

lacelon ribbon, makes an attractive package for Easter.® 

(See Figure 102.) 

Silver, printed paper is used with purple satin ribbon. 

This paper can be used for many occasions, but is most ef-

fective for Easter.^ (See Figure 103.) 

"̂ Cox's, Fort V/orth. ^Sanger1 s, Dallas. 
^Dennison Manufacturing Company, op. cit. 
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. ' 'A.V-N "'• •'-. K. > 

Pig. 101.--Malines in 
pastel colors. 

Fig. 102.--Silver and 
orchid printed paper, silver 
lacelon ribbon. 

I 
Fig. 103•--Silver printed 

paper, purple satin ribbon. 
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For a child's gift, black paper with a cherub design 

is tied with aqua or yellow satin ribbon. Sometimes the 

two colored ribbons are used together by placing a smaller 

width on a wider ribbon.10 (See Figure 10if.) 

Fig# 10if.—Black paper, 
cherub design, aqua and yellow 
satin ribbon. 

Candy Easter eggs, wired through the center, give a 

charming effect if placed in the center of the bow. Small 

rabbits cut from styrafcme can also be used on the bow. 

For children, a printed paper with an Easter design is 
11 

also desirable* (See Figure 105*) 

The central design, if cut out and mounted on stiff 

cardboard, makes an interesting accessory to be placed in 

the center of the bow. Any of these motifs can be used to 

avoid w a s t e . ( S e e Figure 106.) 

"*-%eachamfs, Fort Worth. 
113amples from Dermison Paper Company, Fort Worth. 

^Cox's, Fort Worth. 
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' t 
f 

Pig. 10$#--Printed paper 
with Easter design, satin ribbon, 

Pig. 106.—Easter motif 
used as accessory for bow. 

* 

Mother's Day 

Pastel metallic paper in shades of rose, blue, orchid, 

yellow, green, and silver is used for Mother*s day wrappings. 

These papers are tied v?ith matching satin ribbon and ribbon 

rosettes are made and tied in the bows.1-* (See Figure 107.) 

Orchid metallic paper, tied with purple ribbon makes an 

unusually effective package if a large, lavendar, live orchid 

13 Cox's, Fort Worth. 



c3!j. 

Fig. 10?•—Pastel metallic 
papers, matching satin ribbons. 

is tied in the center of the bow. The flower can be removed 

after the package is opened and be worn as a corsage, Ik 

Father's Day 

This is a day for giving father a gift package de-

signed especially for him. For Father's day, solid colored 

glazed papers are used. While many colors are used, the 

most popular is black. This wrap is tied with either 

silver or yellow lacolon ribbon.1^ (See Figure 108.) 

Fig. 108.--Black glared 
paper, silver and goldlacelon. 

eiman-Marcus, Dallas. ^Varsity Shop, Denton. 
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A green and *foite glazed paper, tied v& th a darker 

green satin ribbon, makes an attractive gift package for 

father. (See Figure 109.) 

Fig. 1 0 9 .—Green and white 
glazed paper, darker green satin 
ribbon. 

Brown suede paper makes a masculine looking package 

17 and is tied with brown and tan satin ribbon 

110.) 

(See Figure 

Pig. 110.—Brown suede paper, 
brown and tan satin ribbon. 

15 Varsity Shop, Denton, 17. The Fair, Fort Worth, 
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The figure below shows an unusual striped crinkle and 

metallic paper in green and gold. This paper is tied with 

yellow satin ribbon. 18 

Fig. 111.—Striped crinkle 
and metallic paper, yellow satin 
ribbon. 

Patriotic Days 

For special wraps on Washington*3 or Lincoln's birth-

days, or for the Fourth of July, white glazed paper is used 

to wrap the package. Blue and red and #ilte satin ribbons 

are used to tie the package, (See Figure 112.) 

Fig. 112.—White glazed paper, 
red, white and blue satin ribbon. 

18 Russell's, Denton. 
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For Washington* a birthday, small bunches of cherries 

are used in the bow# Also paper hatches can be used# 

Per the Fourth of July, firecrackers are tied in the 

bow. 

A general patriotic package, good for any patriotic 

holiday, is wrapped with white paper and tied with a red 

and blue diagonal tie. The ribbons are arranged Just their 

width apart at the lower comer and wide enough apart at 

the top so that gold gummed eagle s ea l s can be stuck between 

theaa. Tailored bows of red, "Ait© and blue complete the 
1Q 

package. 

Hallow© * en 

Since the traditional Hallowe'en colors are orange 

and black, these colore are carried out with ribbon and 

paper on the gift wraps. 

The half sad half package has become popular during 

the last few years. This package is wrapped half in black 

glazed paper and half in orange glazed paper. Ho ribbon is 

used. Sometimes if desired, a black mask sprinkled with 

gold glitter, is used on this package.20 (See Figure 113.) 

Thanksgiving 

Gold metallic paper makes a most attractive Thanksgiv-

ing wrapping. This wrap is tied with brown satin ribbon. 

It oan also be used for a general fall wrap, (See Figure lll̂ .) 

^cox's, Fort Worth. 2%eiman-Mareus, Dallas# 
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Pig. 113 •—Orange and black 
glazed paper. 

7 
•to; 

Pig. lllf,—Gold metallic 
paper, brovm satin ribbon. 

Other metallic papers in fall colors such as copper and 

green are also used. All of these papers are used with 

matching satin ribbons. (See Pigure lljj.) 

Glazed papers in dark green, yellow and brown, tied 

with either contrasting or matching satin ribbons, make ef-

fective Thanksgiving or fall wrappings.^* (See Pigure ll6.) 

2^Neiman-Marcus. Dallas. 
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• 

Pig. 115.—Copper and green 
metallic paper, matching satin 
ribbons. 

Pig. 116.--Glazed papers, 
matching or contrasting satin 
ribbons. 

Heads of lafoeat can be dyed different colors and tied 

in the bows of these Thanksgiving packages. Miniature 

turkeys cut out of styafoam or made out of paper can be 
pp 

put in the bows also. (See Figure 117.) 

^^Neiman-Marcus, Dallas. 

r 
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Fig. 117•—Heads of isheat 

Christmas 

Christmas, of course, surpasses all other occasions 

for gift-wrapping activity, and the possibilities for making 

attractive packages are endless• All types of papers and 

ribbons are available in many charming designs. 

Black suede paper with a candle design makes a beauti-

ful package if it is set off with green satin ribbon, as 

illustrated in Figure 118. 

Fig, 118.—Candle motif on 
3uede paper, green satin ribbon. 
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Dark green glazed paper with a poinsettla design brings 

back memories of olden Chris tmases. Hed satin ribbon is used 

with this paper. 23 (See Figure 119,) 

Fig. 119.—Poinsettla de-
sign, red satin ribbon. 

Solid metallics are very popular for Christmas pack-

ages. The most common colors used are gold and silver. 

These are tied with the traditional red or green satin 

ribbons.2^ (See Figure 120.) 

Fig. 120.—Solid metallic 
papers, red and green satin 
ribbons. 

— Ill * Willi 111 III IBM !,•••••» in,,, n in [iiiiiiiiimwi.i.n.iii—w.1 

2^Meachamf s, Fort Worth. 2%ha Fair, Fort Worth, 
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Alsoj, bright blue, red and green metallic papers are 

tied with silver ribbon, as shown in Figure 121. 

I - • 

Fig. 121.--Bright metallio 
papers, silver lacelon ribbon. 

Embossed papers are sometimes used for Christmas wrap-

pings. These papers come in a variety of colors and de-

signs, However, green, red, and white are the most popular. 

The white shown here has a holly design and is tied with 

either green or red satin ribbon.2^ (See Figure 122.) 

Fig. 122.—White embossed 
paper, green and red satin ribbon. 

25. 
Titche's, Dallas. 26 

The Fair, Fort Worth. 
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The green metallic paper with a polrisettia design, 

shorn in Figure 123, is used with #iite satin ribbon or 

silver tinsel ribbon. 

y 
*0 

Fig, 123.—Green metallic 
paper, white satin, silver tin-
sel ribbon. 

White paper with the red, green, and gold metallic 

stripe, shown in Figure 12l*, is used with satin ribbon in 

green or red, or with red or green tinsel ribbon. 28 

Fig. 12i|.—Striped metallic 
paper, satin or tinsel ribbon. 

Figure 125 illustrates diagonal blue and silver stripe 

paper, with blue satin, silver lacelon, or blue and silver 

tinsel ribbon. 

2?Coxfs, Fort Worth. 
29: 

2®Meachamt s, Fort Worth. 
Sanger's, Dallas. 
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Fig* 125*—Diagonal blue 
and silver strip© paper, blue 
and silver lacelon and tinsel 
ribbon. 

Figure 126 shows a silver paper with red, white and 

green stripes that is tied with either red, white or green 

satin ribbon.30 

Fig* 126•--•Silver paper with 
red, white and green stripes, red 
white and green satin ribbon. 

Metallic papers with printed designs can be worked into 

unusual wrappings by carrying out the design on the paper. 

30, 
Harris's, Dallas 
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For example, Figure 127 shows a green metallic paper with 

a reindeer design. A package wrapped with this paper would 

be tied with a silver tinsel ribbon# Then, to carry out the 

design, small brown and silver reindeer are tied in the cen-
31 

ter of the bow. 

Fig. 127,--.Reindeer design 
on metallic paper, silver tinsel 
ribbon. 

Figure 128 shows a silver and red paper tied with red 

satin ribbon. One, two, or three small red bells are tied 

to the bow to dress up the holiday package. 

Fig. 125.—Silver and red 
paper, red satin ribbon. 

^Russell* s, Denton. 
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For a child*3 Christmas package, red metallic paper, 

shown in Figure 129, tied with green ribbon is most ap-

propriate# A candy cane is tied to the bow to carry out 

the design.**2 

Fig. 129.—Red metallic 
paper, green satin ribbon. 

% 

Silver paper wL th a red and green design tied with red 

or green satin ribbon also makes an attractive wrap for a 

child* l< or the center of the bow on this package a bean-bag 

clown or some other toy is suggested.33 (See Figure 130.) 

Fig. 130.--Silver metallic 
paper, red and green satin ribbon. 

^Sanger's, Dallas. 33 Harri s1s, Dal1 as • 
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Though hardly used any more, cellophane papers are still 

available and com© in some very beautiful patterns* These 

cellophanes are always used over a plain white paper. The 

green paper shorn in Figure 131 Is tied with silver lacelon 

ribbon to carry out the silver in the poinsettia leaves* 

Fig. 131.—Cellophane paper, 
silver lacelon ribbon. 

The blue cellophane paper shown in Figure 132 is tied 

with pale blue satin ribbonf matching the poinsettia design* 

A small pale blue poinsettia made to match the paper is tied 

in the bow* 3k 

Fig. 132*—Blue cellophane, 
pale blue satin ribbon. 

SB Harris's, Dallas. 
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Birthdays 

Some very unusual papers have been designed for use on 

birthday girts* They are made in a variety of textures and, 

vdaen used vdth matching ribbon, make beautiful packages. 

The silver metallic paper with the balloon design shown 

in Figure 133 is used with blue or rose satin ribbon. Blue 

is used for a man's gift and rose for a woman1 s gift• ̂  

Fig. 133•--Silver metallic 
paper, blue and rose ribbon. 

The suede paper with the rooster design shown in Figure 

13k is tied with red satin ribbon. This wrap can be used 

for either a man's or a woman's gift.*^ 

Another suede paper with a poodle design is tied with 

black satin ribbon and also may be used for either a man's 

or a woman's gift.*57 (See Figure 135.) 
* t 

35 ^6 
Ruasell's, Denton. J Meacham's, Port Worth. 

37 
Meacham's, Fort Worth. 
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Fig, 134-*—Suede paper, 
red satin ribbon• 

Pig. 135.—Suede paper, 
black satin ribbon. 

The dark green glazed paper shown in Figure 136 is 

definitely a paper for a man*s gift. It is tied with 

yellow or brown laminated ribbon. 38 

For a boy's gift, the paper with t*ie western design 

shown in Figure 137 is used with brown ribbon. 

The two white and red glazed paper, with striped or 

dot design, are tied with red satin ribbon and can be used 

^Russell's, Denton. 
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Pig. 136,—Dark green glazed 
paper, yellow and brown laminated 
ribbon. 

Pig. 137.—Paper with western 
design, brown ribbon. 

for either a boyfs or a girl s gift. Figure 138 shows these 

two papers. 

Another dot designed paper is used for children's birth-

day packages. This paper is tied with bright blue, rose or 

39 
chartreuse satin ribbon. 7 (See Figure 139.) 

^^Young Moderns, Denton. 
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Fig. 13^*—White and red 
glazed papers, red satin ribbon. 

Fig. 139.—Dot designed 
paper, blue, rose and chartreuse 
satin ribbon. 

For very small children, the papers shown in Figures 

lij.0 and lip. are used. The first is a brown glazed paper 

with a toy design, tied with matching aqua satin ribbon. bo 

The second is a white paper with a toy design and can 

be tied with a variety of ribbons* The most commonly used 

is a yellow satin ribbon.^ 

4 % eachsm's, Fort Worth. M-y oung Moderns, Denton. 
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Fig. lifO.--Brown glazed 
paper, aqua satin ribbon. 

2? 
Pig. l4l.—White paper, 

yellow satin ribbon. 

Weddings 

Usually more time and effort are spent creating gift 

packages for wedding and wedding showers than for any other 

occasion. Silver and white are the colors most commonly 

used and are tied with white satin ribbon. Two silver 

metallic papers with designs in white are shown in Figures 

11±2 and II4.3. The paper in Figure lij.2 is tied with white 

satin ribbon. k? 

^Russell's, Denton. 
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L 
Fig. 1^2*—Silver metallic 

paper, ̂ shite satin ribbon. 

The paper in Figure lJ|3 is tied with white satin 

ribbon edged in silver.^ 

Fig. ll|.3.—Silver metallic 
paper, white satin ribbon edged 
with silver. 

White paper with a silver design is also used with 

ufoite ribbon. (See Figure llflf.)̂  

ii3 liii 
Meacham1 s, Fort Worth. Varsity Shop, Denton. 
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Pigi. ll|4- -~WhIte paper 
with silver design# 

Whit© glazed paper is a standard for wedding gift 

kS 

wrappings, tied with silver and white tinsel ribbon. (See 

Figure 145.) 

V. 

. 

V,v.s ; . 

Ms. 
' ^ • • ' > • ! M 

» 

Pig. lî -r-White glazed 
paper, 

A most unusual paper for a wedding gift wrap is the 

dark green with the light green and white design, shown in 

^Russell's, Denton, 
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F igure l l j . 6 T h i s paper i s used with white s a t i n r ibbon 

f o r an e f f e c t i v e c o n t r a s t . 

P i g . l l |6,—Green f i g u r e d 
paper , whi te s a t i n r ibbon . 

Graduates 

A l l boys and g i r l s look forward t o t h e i r g radua t ion 

day, whether from grammar school , h igh school o r c o l l e g e . 

For g radua t ion , a l l t ypes of papers a r e used . The two 

m e t a l l i c papers shown i n F igures lij.7 and lij.8 a r e f o r g i r l ' s 

g radua t ion g i f t s . The b lue i s t i e d wi th s i l v e r l a c e l o n 

r ibbon and the orchid i s t i e d with purp le s a t i n r i b b o n . ^ 

The p l a i d m e t a l l i c paper shown i n Figure 149 i s used 

for" a b o y ' s g i f t and i s t i e d with brown s a t i n r i b b o n . ^ 

F l i n t papers a r e a l s o good f o r a b o y ' s g i f t . Blue i s 

a very good color and i s t i e d wi th a da rker shade of b lue 

s a t i n r i b b o n . ^ (See Figure 15>0.) 
— 

Meachain's, For t Worth. Cox 's , For t Worth. 
^ 8 Cox ' s , For t Worth. 
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Pig. lij.7.—Blue metallic 
paper, silver lacelon ribbon. 

Fig. ll|8#—Orchid metallic 
paper, purple satin ribbon. 

Pig. l!f9• —Plaid metallic 
paper, brown satin ribbon. 
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. m 

Fig. l50.~~ Blue flint paper, 
darker blue satin ribbon# 

White glazed paper, as shown in Figure 15>1, is tied 

with black satin ribbon and is one of the newest ideas for 

either a boy's or a girl's package.^ 

F3g .151.—-White glazed paper, 
black satin ribbon. 

Brown is also a good color for a graduation gift. Either 

glazed or suede paper tied with yellow lacelon ribbon is 

used.^0 (See Figure 152.) 

Sanger's Dallas 
5o Varsity Shop, Denton, 
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> 

0\. '*• / / a n / / w / ' \ v v/ - \ v . 

Fig» 1^2•--Brown glazed or 
suede paper, yellow lacelon ribbon. 

Baby Gifts 

For baby gifts, the wrappings must be soft and dainty; 

therefore, pastel glassed papers are often used. Yellow, 

green and pink, tied with darker or matching satin ribbon 

are colors frequently used* (See Figure 153.) 

Fig. 1£>3.—Pastel glazed 
papers, darker or matching 
satin ribbons. 

Also papers with baby designs are used. Figure l$l\, 

shows a silver metallic paper nA th pink and blue design. 
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The package is tied with a pink and blue plastic ribbon, 

^1 
illustrated below. 

Pig. l£i{.,~-Silver metallic 
paper, pink and blue design, pink 
and blue plastic ribbon. 

Another paper with a baby design in pink or blue is 

shown in Figure 155. This package is tied with pink and 

blue plastic ribbon also# 
52 

Pig. 155.—Baby design 
paper, pink and blue plastic 
ribbon. 

% oung Moderns, Denton. 52 •Ibid, 
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Miscellaneous 

For the anniversary gift wrap, colored metallic papers 

are used. The usual gold or silver papers are most common, 
# 

Figure 156 shows a new paper, striped silver and greeî  that 

is tied with silver lacelon or green satin ribbon.-^ 

Fig. 156.— Silver and green 
striped metallic paper, silver 
lacelon or green satin ribbon. 

For going-away gifts, the gold and white paper tied 

with brown laminated ribbon, shown in Figure 157 is used.^ 

Fig. 157.--Gold and white 
paper, brown laminated ribbon. 

53sangerfs, Dallas. 5%»he Fair, Fort Worth. 
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The gold and green metallic paper shown In Figure 158 

is tied with yellow ribbon and may be used for wrapping a 

hostess gift.^ 

Pig. 158.--Gold and green 
metallic paper, yellow ribbon. 

For the invalid, the package should be blight and gay. 

The purpose of giving a present to someone confined to bed 

is to cheer, comfort, and entertain. Figure 159 shows a 

bright green metallic paper embossed with grape leaves that 

is tied with gold and vvhite tensil ribbon. 

mm. 
i w 

Fig. 159*—Green metallic 
paper, gold and v&dte tensil ribbon. 

55 
Cox1s, Fort Worth. 
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The lavendar metallic embossed paper shown In Figure 

160 may be tied with silver and #iite tinsel r i b b o n . ^ 

iSfe, 
I 

is i m 
I 

Pig. l60.—Lavendar metallic 
embossed paper, silver and white 
tinsel ribbon* 

For those in mourning, the gift should never be wrapped 

in black or even tied with black ribbon. The colors should 

be plain, neither too bright nor too somber, 

A deep green metallic paper is suggested, tied with a 

lighter shade of green satin ribbon. (See Figure l6l.) 

Fig. l6l.—Deep green 
metallic paper, lighter shade 
of green satin ribbon. 

Cox*s, Fort Worth. 
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A metallic paper that can also be used for a gift for 

those in mourning is the aqua paper shown in Figure 162. 

This package may be tied with a darker shade of satin ribbon.^? 

Pig. 162,— Aqua metallic 
paper, darker shade of satin 
ribbon. 

For seasonal wrappings, green metallic paper, tied with 

pale green satin ribbon is used for summar.^ (See Figure 

163.) 

Fig. 163.—Green metallic 
paper, pale green satin ribbon. 

57i Meacham's, Fort Worth, 58 Cox's, Fort Worth. 
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Copper metallic paper, tied with green or brown satin 

ribbon, is used for fall .̂ 9 (See Figure l61f.) 

Fig. l61|.— Copper metallic 
paper. 

Blue metallic paper tied with pale blue satin ribbon 

/ 6 0 

is used for winter, as shown in Figure 165• 

Fig. l65.—Blue metallic 
paper, pale blue satin ribbon. 

For spring, white paper with a spring design may be 

used with yellow satin ribbon. (See Figure 166.) 

-Marcus, Dallas. 60 The Fair, Fort Worth. 
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£ 

Plg» l66• —Spring design 
on white paper, yellow satin 
ribbon. 

The design for the above gift wrap may be carried out 

6l 
by placing little cut-outs in the bow. (See Figure l6?.) 

bow, 
Pig. 167.—Cut-outs for 

6im eachaan's, Port Worth. 
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A listing of the aveimge prices ©f the papers end 

ribbons included in this study it given below, 

m e n um • 

Papers 

Kind of Fabw Average ffrlee 

Glased pi^er #25.00 

Sued* paper 28*$0 

Kidskin paper . . . . 28*50 

m a t paper 2$.00 

?I«ia pfintid paper 20*00 

Plain embossed paper 2?*00 

Solid metal lie paper * . * » . * . 30*00 

PrlBt«d »etallio paper . . . . . . 1*8.00 

Embossed mofcellic paper • , « • • 10*00 

Ribbons 

Rind of Mbboaa Average Price 
w w f f 

Satin ribbon • * • * « • * • • * « 1.20 

Metallic *bbon 2,25 

tinsel ribbon • , • • . 1*5# 

Laeelen ribbon 3*28 

Laminate* ribbon • • * 1 2,2$ 

•Figures listed are the average cost for each 
item paid by the stores included in this study, 

••Average eost of me re®» ($00 sheets). 
•••Average eost of one spool f>© yards). 
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Srannary 

In this chapter the different kinds of papers, in* 

eluding tissue, cellophane, solid, printed, and metallic} 

and the different kinds of ribbons, including satin# 

metallic, tinsel, laeelon, and laminated, are diacussed. 

The papers and ribbons are Illustrated by actual samples, 

and suggestions for their use for appropriate gift pack-

ages are atade« The average price of the papers and ribbons 

is included» 



CHAPTER V 

STOWAHT AID COKCLUSIONS 

Swaary 

Fr&a the investigation of gift-wrapping departments of 

•elected stores in the Dallas, Fort Worth, and Denton areas, 

and personal interviews with the people in charge of these 

gift-wrapping department#, the foil oaring oonolusions rela-

tive to gift-wrapping procedures and Materials ©an be stated. 

All the stores interviewed have a plaee set aside where 

*11 the gift wrapping is done. Selection of the type of 

wrapping and payment for wrapping services are made in the 

gift-wrapping department, The person usually in charge of 

gift-wrapping operations Is generally the gift-wrapping 

department manager# The number of people employed by the 

•tores In their gift«*wrapping department varies from one to 

seventeen. Most stores have five or fewer gift-wrapping 

employees, Ihile very assail stores let all their employees 

do gift wrapping, the larger stores have special employees 

for this service. Ho particular location was dominant among 

the stores studied} all stores sewed to place the depart-

ment wherever space was avalXable. 

There were no special qualifications required for gift-

wrapping employees except that they be neat in their work. 

118 
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The majority of the gift-wrapping personnel have received 

their training on the jobs very little other special train-

lag Is offered by any of the stores. 

The usual gift-wrapping rate on packages la twenty-

five cents for small packages, thirty-five cents for medium 

packages» and fifty cents sad wp for large packages. I® 

charge is usually mad® for merchandise costing $ll}.*9!> or 

more* 

Most stores would not state whether or not they lost 

money from gift-wrapping operations, but it may generally 

be assumed from interviews with certain stores that they 

did lose money in every case. The cost of gift wrapping 

is generally charged against 'the gift-wrspping department 

only. 

Speoially designed gift wraps were used by Pallas 

and fort Worth stores, but Denton stores depend upon the 

Ingenuity of their employees. About half the stores used 

speoially designed wrapping materials ihereas the other 

half used materials available on the open market. Very 

few stores have their own branch post office. 

The steps In wrapping and tying gift packages dis-

cussed in this stu^T are generally used by all the stores 

in the Dallas, Fort Worth, and Denton area. These methods 

have proved to be efficient in that they save time, material, 

and money. The steps involved in gift wrapping are shown 
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for variously ih&ped packages when the gift 1® placed, in 

a box and when the gift Is too bulky or too ungainly to 

b® placed in a box. In addition# the steps to be followed 

for tying the wrapped package are shorn in detail, includ-

ing the different kinds of ties and bows liiich may be used. 

Also, the different kinds of papers* including tissue, 

cellophane, solid, printed, and metallic; and the different 

kinds of ribbons, including satin, metallic, tinsel, lace* 

Ion, and laminated, are discussed. The papers and ribbons 

are Illustrated by actual samples, and suggestions for their 

use for appropriate gift packages are made, The average 

price of the papers and ilbbons is included. 

Conclusions 

Gift-wrapping departments, as a rule, are accomplish-

ing fairly well the main purpose for ttiich they were es-

tablished—to gift wrap any purchase made by the store 

customers. They could# however, probably do a much better 

Job, at less cost, if the departments were better organised. 

There needs to be better training for gift*wrapping 

employees. Such training has been greatly hsmpered by a 

lack of written material on the subject. Any store, how-

ever, with a minimum amount of work, could formulate Its 

own written material snd training programs. This would re-

sult in better looking packages with less waste of material 

and therefore lower costs. 
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The gift-wrapping departments sued to to® put tip on as 

sound a basis as other departments within the store* When 

these departments begin to replace the money-losing prac-

tices commonly used today, they will achieve much more of 

the success desired for by the store manager* 
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