
Office: 508-775-2020
Fax: 508-775-0453

Barnstable Municipal
Airport Commission:

Michael A. Dunning,
Chairman

John T. Griffin, Jr.,
Vice Chairman

Arthur F. Kimber,
Commissioner, Clerk

Margarete V. Maillho,
Commissioner

Larry F. Wheatley,
Commissioner

Robert L. O'Brian
Commissioner

Anthony 1. Balsamo
Commissioner

BARNST ABLE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
BOARDMAN-POLANDO FIELD

480 BARNSTABLE ROAD, 2ND FLOOR
HYANNIS, MA 02601

www.town.barnstable.ma.us
Quincy "Doc" Mosby, Airport Manager
Frank Sanchez, Asst. Airport Manager

June7,2005

Mr. AnthonyPrincipi, Chairman
BASECLOSURE & REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
2521SouthClarkStreet
Suite600
Arlington,VA 22202

06102005

Dear Mr. Principi:

I amwritingyouto underscorethefactthattheBarnstableMunicipalAirportCommissioners
havein nowaycontemplatedtherelocationof theairportto anysiteoutsidetheexisting
propertyonwhichit is nowlocated. Norhavewe participatedindiscussionfor studyto do so.
As a citizenof theTownof Barnstableandascommissioner,I wouldhavestrongly
recommendedagainsteitheractionas, I believe,wouldmyfellowcommissioners.Wedo not
viewtheclosureof Otisasa potentialopportunity,buta loss of an importantnationalandlocal
resource.

Unfortunately,overtheyears,ourelectedrepresentativeshavechosento playpoliticswithour
basesandnow,perhaps,toolate,theyarenowinsupportof keepingtheseinstallationsopen.
The 102ndFighterWingamongothers,deservebetterthan"justclosingup shop". Inmymind,I
cannotseemto reconciletheclosingof installationssuchas Otisandothersto be a factorin
improvingnationalsecurityor a methodof supportingourmilitary.

Ona morepersonalnote,I livedatOtisasa child(myfatherwasin theAir Force
approximately30 yearsandstationedatOtisin theearly60's); I find it sadthatthisonce
vibrantandvitalinstallationis nowalsoslatedfor closure.Myfather'sfinalrestingplaceis at
theNationalCemeterylocatedatOtis. I havealwaysviewedit as a privilegeto havebeena
"militarybrat"- it providedaneducationin itselfandassuch,to leavethesecontemplated
closingsun-remarkedwouldbeaninsultto notonlyto the legacyof myfather,buthundredsof
thousandsof thoselikehimwhohaveservedhumblyandproudlyoverthemanyyears.

I respectfullyrequestthatOtisbeallowedto remainopenandcontinueasa vitalandvigilant
partof notonlyour localcommunitybuttheglobalcommunityin whichwe all live. Thereare
somethingsthatshouldnotbecompromisedandthestrengthof ourmilitaryis oneof them.

Sincerely,

/J1~~k /J1~
MargareteV. Maillho
Commissioner
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