
May 30, 2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Coyle: 

With all due respect, I strongly believe the Air Force and Defense Department misapplied the 
criteria in assessing Cannon Air Force Base. Cannon AFB provides tremendous military value 
because it is a modern, cost-effective base with no encroachment and unrestricted airspace. 
Additionally, the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is virtually complete and will create a more 
expansive corridor for military planes to run training missions-key components for the Air Force of 
the 21'' century. This information was not included in the analysis of Cannon AFB. 

Cannon AFB has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and 
readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon AFB and the 
US Navy. The availability of air sipace and ideal flying weather makes Cannon AFB the perfect 
operation to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other 
military aircraft. 

I must also ask you to please corisider the extraordinary adverse economic impact facing the 
community of Clovis. At least 20 percent of the Clovis area economy will be affected should 
Cannon AFB close. This equals more than twice the percentage of adverse impact facing 
nearly every other local economy tied to a base that is on the BRAC list. Additionally, Portales 
is home to many active duty military and will take a hard hit economically as well. We are not 
Denver or San Diego; we do not have industry bumping into each other trying to come into our 
town. 

The community has reached out and supported Cannon AFB like no other community over the 
last 50 years. We've done so fina~ncially, morally, spiritually and above all, consistently, and 
we are committed to maintaining and enhancing this partnership. I implore you to take 
advantage of our community's willingness to stand behind Cannon AFB and partner with them 
for future growth and expansion. 

I respect the challenge set before! you and members of the BRAC Commission and I thank 
you for your service. I believe after reviewing the data about Cannon AFB, you will agree 
that its military value is of great magnitude and it plays a vital role in the defense of our nation. 

Those are the facts but I cannot write this letter without noting the personal toll the loss of 
Cannon AFB will have on our community. Clovis has welcomed our military men and women 
with open arms. We have celebrated weddings, births and graduations with our Cannon 
families as we strive to be their home away from home. They have provided countless hours 
to volunteer at our human services agencies and schools. We have prayed for them when 
they deploy and rejoiced at their safe return home. We have worked alongside these men and 
women, invited them into our churches, our homes, and our lives and they have enriched our 
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community beyond measure. On a very personal note, TSgt. Victoria Miller and 2nd Lt. Kira 
Cooper are the coaches for our Clovis' Special Olympics Track and Field Team. We don't 
want to lose these amazing, compassionate ladies and others like them who are willing to 
work with special needs children in our community. 

Thank you for taking time to read this letter. We look forward to welcoming members of your 
commission to our amazing community! 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Spencer 
Mom to Jenna, 7, and Haley, 9, ,a 2005 double Gold Medalist in the Softball Throw and 50 
Meter Run, State Special Olympics Track & Field Games, Albuquerque 


































