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Ora l  H i s to ry  Co l l ec t i on

James O t  Connor

In te rv iewer :  D r .  Rona ld  E .  Marce l l o

P lace  o f  I n te rv iew :  Hous ton .  Texas

D r .  M a r c e l l o :

M r .  O t C o n n o r :

Date :  August  18 ,  1974

This is  Ron Marcel lo  in terv iewing James O'Connor for

the l ' t ror t l - r  Texas State Uni-vers l ty  0ra1 History

Co l l ec t i on .  The  i n te rv iew  i s  t ak ing  p lace  on  Augus t  18 ,

1974 ,  i n  Hous ton ,  Texas .  I  am in te rv iew ing  Mr .  O 'Conno r

in  o rde r  t o  ge t  h l s  rem in i scences  and  expe r i ences  and

impress ions  wh i l e  he  was  aboa rd  the  heavy  c ru i se r  USS

San  F ranc i sco  du r i ng  the  Japanese  a t t ack  a t  Pea r l

Harbor  on December 7.  l -947

Now Mr .  O tConnor ,  t o  beg in  t h i s  i n te rv iew ,  wou ld

you  j  us t  ve ry  b r i e f l y  g i ve  me  a  b iog raph i ca l  ske tch  o f

you rse l f .  I n  o the r  wo rds ,  t e1 l  me  where  you  were  bo rn ,

when you were born,  your  educat ion-- th ings of  that

na tu re .  Jus t  be  ve ry  b r i e f  and  gene ra l .

I  was born in  New Albany,  Indiana,  in  1921.  I  graduated

from fJew Albany l l igh School  in  1939 and enl is ted in  the

Navy .

l^ lhy d id you decide to enter  the serv ice?D r .  M a r c e l l o :



O I  Conno r :

M a r c e l l o :

u  uonno r :

M a r c e l l o :

u  L o n n o r :

M a r c e l l o :
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There  wasn ' t  any  wo rk  a round ,  and  I  cou ldn ' t  a f f o rd  t o

go  to  co l l ege .  Rea1 l y ,  anybody  cou ld  a f f o rd  t o  go  to

co11ege ,  I  guess ,  I  f ound  l a te r .  Bu t  a t  t ha t  t ime  the re

i . . ^ r  , . ^ ^ -  l +
JuDL  wdDr r  L  d r r J  money ,  and  I  guess  I  j us t  d i dn t t  have

the  i ncen t i ve  t o  go .

\ {e11 ,  you  know,  t h l s  i s  k i nd  o f  a  s tanda rd  reac t i on  t ha t

many people of  your  generat ion g ive for  enter ing the

se rv i ce .  I t  was  a  ma t te r  o f  economics  i n  many  cases .

Jobs  were  s t i 11  aca rce ,  f o r  t he  dep ress ion  was  no t  ove r

by any means at  that  t ime.  I^ lhy d id you decide on the

Navy as opposed to one of  the other  branches of  the

se rv i ce?

I  had a f r iend who had jo ined the Navy,  and I  real ly

wan ted  to  ge t  ou t  and  t rave l .  My  b ro the r  had  gone  i n to

the  A i r  Fo rce .  We  g radua ted  f ro rn  h igh  schoo l  a t  t he

same t ime .  He  en l i s ted  i n  t he  A i r  Fo rce ,  and  I  en l i s ted

in the Nawy.

Where 'd you take your  boot  camp?

I ' lor f  o1k,  Vi rg in ia.

Tha t t s  unusua l .  I  t h i nk  j us t  abou t  eve rybody  e l se  I r ve

interv iewed t .ook thei r  boot  camp at  San Diego,  but  I

suppose  you  were  fa r  enough  eas t  t ha t  you  wen t  t o  No r fo l k .

R igh t .  We11 ,  i t  was  e i t he r  No r fo l k  o r  Grea t  Lakes ,  wh l ch

was  a l so  open  then .  Bu t  I  l i ved  i n  New A lbany .  I t r s

O  t  C o n n o r :



M a r c e l l o :

o  t  Conno r :

l ' l a r ce l1o :

O  t  Conno r :
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r i gh t  on  the  Oh io  R i ve r .  The re fo re ,  I  had  to  go  to

Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ken tucky ,  t o  t he  rec ru j " t i ng  s ta t i on .  Tha t

put  me in the southern group,  so they sent  me to

N o r f o l k .

Is  there anyth lng event fu l  that  happened dur ing your

boo t  camp  days  tha t  you  th ink  needs  to  be  a  pa r t  o f

t he  reco rd?

About  the only event fu l  th ing that  I  can recal l  is

that  I  was there about  the t ime that  the Navy rea11y

began to expand,  I  guess the war in  Europe and th ings

had  begun  to  bu i l d  up .  The re fo re ,  t he  m i l i t a r y  a l so

had begun to expand,  and they had a lo t  of  ne\^ /  barracks

and th ings opening up on the base.  The number of

companies that  were graduat ing had increased dramat ica l ly ,

and they were br inging more and more in  a l l  the t ime.

At  the t ime that  you enl is ted in  the rn i l l tary,  were you

keeping abreast  wi th wor ld events,  and d id you perhaps

fo resee  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t he  counL ry  even tua l l y  ge t t i ng

in to  wa r?

No t  rea l l y .  I  suppose  .  you  don ' t  r ea l l y  have  the

communicat ions that  the youngsters are exposed to today.

I  guess a radio and a newspaper were about  the only

th ings  tha t  you  had ,  and  the  youngs te rs  don r t  ge t ,  r ea l l y ,



a whole lo t  out  of  reading newspapers

no t  i n te res ted  i n  t ha t  t ype  o f  t h i ng ,

l eas t  t hen  they  we ren t t .  Ge t t i ng  i n to

' L : - ^  . r . ' r - ^  ! L ^ *  w a s  t h e  f a r t h e s t  t h i n pL r r I r r S  . | e  L r l 4 L  w 4 D  L r l e  L d r  L r l s D  L  - - - - - - o

I  j us t  needed  to  f i nd  some th ing  to  do .

When did you get  out  of  boot  camp, and

go  a f t e r  you  go t  ou t  o f  boo t  camp?

O t Connor
/,-

because  they r re

I  th ink.  At

a war or  some-

f rom my mind.

M a r c e l l o :

o  t  Conno r :

Marce l l o :

o  t  Conno r :

M a r c e l l o :

O t  Connor :

where d id you

Wel l ,  I  got  out  of  boot  camp in November,  1939,  and

I  went  d i rect ly  aboard the San Francisco.  She was

t ied up there at  the Naval  operat i -ng base in Norfo lk .

Was  th i s  a  vo lun ta ry  dec i s i on  on  you r  pa r t ,  o f  we re

you  s imp ly  ass igned  to  t he  San  F ranc i sco?

J u s t  a s s i s n e d  t o  i t .

What  sor t  of  a ship was the San Francisco? Des cr i-be

i t  f r o m  a  p h y s i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

I t  was one of  the few heavy cru isers that  r^ras bui l t - -

one of  the few that  was bui l t - -because,  you know, they

had  an  a rms  l im i t a t i on  on  o f  some  so r t .  I rm  no t  rea l

fami l iar  wi th i t ,  but  they were l imi t ing th ings that

var ious countr ies could bui ld ,  and she was one that  was

bui l t  dur ing th is  per iod of  t ime.  There was,  oh,  maybe

hal f  a  dozen of  them. They a l l  looked a l ike.  She was

10,000 tons and probably weighed a 1ot  more at  the t ime

of  Pear1.  Thev added a lo t  of  armament and other  s tuf f



M a r c e l l o :

0  t  Conno r :

She  was  a  n i ce

s h e  w a s n t t  t o o

What were you

San  F ranc i sco?

0 t Connor
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look ing  sh ip .  She  r vasn ' t  t oo  b ig ,  and

l i t t l e .  I  r ea l l y  en joyed  tha t  sh ip .

st r ik ing for  af ter  you went  aboard the

I  assume everybody star ts  out  on the

deck  gang .

We1 l ,  a  good  many  peop le  do .  Tha t ' s  t he  no rma l  t h i ng ,

bu t  t he  j oke  abou t  t h i s  t h i ng  i s  .  one  o f  t he

reasons why I  was able to get  in to the Navy when I

f i r s t  t r i ed  t o  en l i s t  .  see ,  I  g radua ted  f rom h igh

school ,  and the Navy had a wai t lng l is t  o f  God knows

how many.  One of  the reasons that  I  was able to get

in  r ight  av/ay was the fact  that  I  had graduated f rom

h igh  schoo l .  So  when  I  go t  aboa rd  sh ip  .  I r d

always .  I  wanted to learn something technical .

So  I  wan ted  to  ge t  i n to  t he  eng inee r i ng  fo r ce .  So  I

t h i nk  t he re  was  a  d ra f t ,  oh ,  o f  maybe  f i f t een  o r  twen ty

of  us that  went  aboard.  We were l ined up on the wel l

S ^ ^ 1 -  ^ - l  + 1 - ^  - ^qeuN,  a rLu  L l r s  . , - s t e r  a t  a rms  says t  
t tHow  

many  o f  you

people graduated f rom high school?"  And there was only

two  o f  us  t ha t  he ld  up  ou r  hands .  So  he  says ,  "We l l ,

you t re  go ing  to  be  f i r e  con t ro lmen . "  I  sa id ,  "F l - re

con t ro lman?  We l1 ,  t ha t r s  some th ing  to  do  w i th  t he

f i r e  rooms  down  the re .  I 'm  go ing  to  be  f i r e  con t ro lman .

Tha t t s  f i ne  w i t h  me . "  So  tha t ' s  how I  became a  f i r e

con t ro lman .



Marce l l o :

O  I  Conno r :

l " larcel1o:

0  t  Conno r :

Marce l l o :

O  t  C o n n o r :

And I  gather  then that  most  of

had  occu r red  aboa rd  the  USS San

O I Connor
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the t ra in ing that  you

Franc i sco ,  and  i t  was

bas i ca l l y  on - the - j ob  t ra in ing .

R i g h t .

How would you descr ibe that  t ra in ing? Was i t  thorough?

Was i t  competent? Was there a 1ot  of  t ime to t ra in you?

We11 ,  i n  t hose  days ,  yes .  I n  t hose  days  we  had  p ro fes -

^ i ^ - ^ ' l ^  ^ - J
D M I 4 I D  t  d l l u

When  you  say  p ro fess iona l s ,  you ' re  re fe r r i ng  t o  t he

pe t t y  o f f i ce rs  and  peop le  o f  t h i s  na tu re?

We11,  I  say the regular  Nawy--people who had enl is ted.

The draf t  wasnt t  something I  mean,  I  have noth ing

aga lns t  peop le  who  were  d ra f t ed ,  bu t  t hey  don ' t  have

the incent ive,  p lus the fact  that  you gef  a 1ot  of

j us t  a  1o t  o f  t hese  i n  t ha t  nobody  cou ld  use .  Bu t  du r i ng

that  per iod of  t ime,  they were a l l  regular  Navy,  and Lhey

al l  enl is ted and they a l l  seemed to have pr ide in  the

th ings they were doing.  We were g iven course books,  and

we were assigned to var ious stat ions.  You had a combat

stat i -on for  general  quar ters.  You were thoroughly j -ndoctr i -

nated j -n your  job at  that  par t j -cu lar  point .  As you went

through var ious c leaning stat ions .  you know, everybody

has mess cooking and compartment  c leaning.  I  c leaned up



M a r c e l l o :

u  u o n n o r :

M a r c e l l o :

0  t  Conno r :

Marce l l o :

O  t  Conno r :

O t Connor
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t he  ch ie f s  I  qua r te rs  f o r  abou t  s i x  mon ths  be fo re  I

eve r  go t  ou t  o f  t he re .  The  pe t t y  o f f i ce rs  and  o the rs

seemed to realLze that  the more you learned,  the bet ter

o f f  t he  sh ip  was .

Now mos t  o f  t hese  pe t t y  o f f i ce rs  had  a  g rea t  dea l  o f

expe r i ence ,  a l so ,  d i d  t hey  no t?

Y e s ,  t h e y  d i d .

Mos t  o f  t hem had  been  i n  f o r  a  p re t t y  l ong  t ime .

Right .  Qui te a number of  them had been in .  oh,  a

f i rs t  c lass pet ty  of f icer  would have two or  three hash

marks.  Amazingly enough,  we had th is  one fe l low--and

th is  was at  the beginning of  the opening up of  the Navy

when i t  began to rate people wi thout  having to spend a

l j " fe t ime before you made th i rd c lass--we had one guy

they  ca11ed  a  " s l i c k -a rmed  f i r s t  c1ass . "  He  d idn ' t

have any hash marks.  Dur ing h is  f i rs t  cru ise he had

b e c o m e  a  f i r s t  c l a s s .

Now th is  was an except ion rather  than the ru le because

I  know that  rank in  that  pre-Pear l  Harbor  Navy was hard

to  come  by .

I t  was,  and th is  par t icu lar  person was extremely

inte l l igent .  We1l ,  he eventual ly  .  I  saw him af ter

the war,  or  rJ-ght  af ter  the end of  the war,  and he was

a fu l l  commander.



Marce l lo :

0  t  Conno r :

M a r c e l l o :

o  t  Conno r :

0 t Connor
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And I  r .qould assume that  there was p lentv of  t ime for

t ra in ing aboard that  cru iser  even in 1940.  There

rea11y  s t i 11  wasn r t  a  sense  o f  u rgency  ye t .  The re

was  p len ty  o f  t ime  fo r  you  to  l ea rn  you r  j ob .

Right ,  and t ra in ing is  one of  the th ings that  was

emphas i zed - - t r a i n ing  and  d i sc ip l i ne .  I t  was  un l i ke

today when somebody says jump and they a l l  s tand there

and say,  "Which way? How far? I ,Jhy? What ts  going on?"

When he said,  "Jump!t '  you jurnped because you were

t ra ined  w i th  t he  d i sc ip l i ne  t o  rea l i ze  t ha t  t he  peop le

.  you respected the people who were leadi -ng you

because you knew that  they were professionals and they

knew what  they were doing.  I f  they had a reason for

te l l i ng  you  to  do  someth ing ,  you  d id  i t .

How would you descr ibe the morale in  that  pre-Pear l

Harbor  Nawy? And again,  you can only speak for  the

San  F ranq igqq ,  I  suppose .

Right .  We11,  up unt i l  the t ime that  we began to get

d ra f t ees  aboa rd ,  I r d  say  t he  mora le  was  exce l l en t .  Oh ,

the morale was even excel lent  wi th the f i rs t  draf tees

we got ,  up unt i l  the per iod when they were supposed to

go home and they r , , /ou1dn' t  a l1ow them to.

How do you account  for  the h igh morale aboard the ship?M a r c e l l o :



I  th ink a 10t  of  i t  is  the t reatment  of

f r om the  o f f i ce rs - - re la t i onsh ip  be tween

the

the

O t Connor
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personnel

o f f i cers

0  t  Conno r :

Marc .e11o :

O  t  C o n n o r :

and the personnel .  My wi fe a lways says .  she was

in the WAVES during the war, and she had always had

th i s  c i v l l i an  a t t i t ude  toward  o f f i ce rs ,  you  know,  t ha t

t hey  we re  t rea ted  too  we11 ,  t oo  many  p r i v i l edges ,  and

a l1  t h i s .  Bu t  aboa rd  sh ip ,  you  had  to  have  a  sepa ra t i on

o f  t he  en l i s ted  peop le  and  the  o f f i ce rs .  You  can ' t

buddy-buddy wi th a person one day and g ive h im an order

and  expec t  h i rn  t o  hop - to  t he  nex t  day .  I t  j us t  doesn t t

work that  way.

Are you saylng in  ef fect ,  then,  that  there was a great

dea l  o f  r espec t  by  t he  en l i s ted  men  fo r  t he  o f f i ce rs ,

and th is  in  par t  cer ta in ly  accounLs for  the h igh morale

to some extent?

I  t h i nk  so ,  and  th i s  respec t  goes  bo th  ways .  The  o f f i ce rs

respec ted  the  en l j - s ted  man  and  t rea ted  h im  fa i r l y .  You

knew what  to expect  f rom a man.  You knew that  i f  you d id

something \^ / rong you had to pay f  or  i t .  I f  you d id some-

th ing  r i gh t  you  go t  c red i t  f o r  i t ,  and  i f  you  needed  some-

th ing  you  were  l i s t ened  to  and  t rea ted  fa i r l y .

Wi thout  t ry ing to put  words in  your  mouth,  would i t  be

safe to say the the San Franci -sco had a crew that  was

rea11y a c lose-kni t  fami ly ,  more or  less,  dur ing th is

o e r i o d ?

Marce l l o :



O I Connor
l-0

O f C o n n o r :  F o r  a  b i g  s h i p ,  y e s .

Marcel lo :  What  was the normal  complement  of  the San Francisco?

Let  me rephrase that  quest ion.  Could you est imate

what  the complernent  of  the San Francisco was before

Pear l  Ha rbo r?

O 'Connor :  I  wou ld  guess  a round  800 ,  be tween  800  and  11000 ,

somethins l ike that .

Marcel lo :  What  would be the normal  comDlement  of  the cru iser?

I 'm sure  tha t  i t  was  unders t rength .

O'Connor:  Right.  The wart lme complement,  I  would say, would

p r o b a b l y  b e  c l o s e r  t o  2 r 0 0 0 .

Marcel lo :  But  again,  l ike you ment ioned,  there were approximately

1 ,000  men  aboa rd  tha t  sh ip ,  and  i t  was  s t i l l  a  re la t i ve l y

c lose-kni t  crew. When did you f ina l ly  get  to  Pear l

Ha rbo r?

OtConnor :  I { e  a r r i ved  i n  Pea r l  Ha rbo r  on  Eas te r  Day  o f  1940 ,  I

D e I t - e v e .

l {a rce l lo :  In  o ther  wordsr  you a lmost  went  d i rec t l y  f rom Nor fo lk

over  to  Pear l  Harbor .  You sa id  you go t  ou t  o f  boot

camp i-n early L940?.

O r C o n n o r :  L a t e  1 9 3 9 ,

M a r c e l l o :  1 9 3 9 .

otconnor:  Yes. we went aboard ship, and we went down to Guantanamo

Bay in Cuba for gunnery exercises, and we went up to Mobi le,



Marce l l o :

0  t  Conno r :

M a r c e l l o :

O  t  Conno r :

0 t Connor
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Alabama, for  Mardi  gras and th is  type of  th ing,  and

then we went through the canal to San Diego, and then

we \.^/ent on out to Pear1.

And I  assume you d idnt t  waste any t ime at  any of  these

s tops .  You  d idn 'L  s tay  l ong  the re .

No,  no,  just  a few days and then on out  and refueled

and th i -ngs of  th is  nature.

I^,Ihat did you think of the idea of going to the Hawaiian

I s l ands?

I  l i ked  i t .  My  b ro the r  was  the re ,  by  t he  way .  He  had

been  t rans fe r red  f rom .  he 'd  gone  th rough  schoo l  i n

the Ai r  Force at  Rantoul ,  I l l ino is .  He had gone out  to

Hickam Fie ld.  He was stat ioned as a bombardier .  So we

r+ent  in to Pear l ,  and I  bel ieve i t  was a Sunday around

Easter t ime,  somewhere in  that  v ic in i ty .  I  remember I

was standing messenger watch at  that  t ime on the br idge,

and I  th ink iL  was that  mornins before we were due to

get  in- -ear1y in  the morning. I  had  the  fou r  t o  e igh t

watch.  I  was standing up there,  and everyth ing was

quiet  that  t ime of  the morning,  noth ing going on.  We

\^/ere runnlng by ourselves.  And the OD asked rne i f  I  I  d

.  in  fact ,  the OD rvas my d iv is ion of f icer .  He asked

me i f  I  had  eve r  had  the  he1m.  I  sa id ,  "No ,  s i r . "  He



O t  Connor : I^ Ie11,  i t  wasnt t  very much at  that  t ime.  We \^ /ere out

l 4a rce11o :

O  t  Conno r :

Marce l l o :

0 t C o n n o r
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sa id ,  "We l l ,  t he re t s  no  t ime  l i ke  nov r  t o  l ea rn  i t . "

He said,  "Take the he1m. "  Dr iv ing a ship l ike that  is

l ike dr iv ing an automobi le only  on a larger  scale.  You

have to ant ic ipate by watching a compass.  You zIg-zag

a l1  ove r  t he  p lace  be fo re  you  geL  the  fee l  o f  i t .  Bu t

a f t e r  abou t  t h i r t y  m j -nu tes  he  sa id ,  "You td  be t te r  t u rn

i t  back over  to the helmsman i f  wetre ever  going to get

i n t o  P e a r l  t o d a y . "

That  was your  f i rs t  exper i -ence coming into Pear l?

Tha t  was  my  f i r s t  expe r i ence  go ing  i n to  Pea r l  ( chuck le ) .

Now how great  or  how large was the bui ld-up at  Pear l  a t

th ls  t ime?

or ig inal ly  what  they were doing .  we were

part  of  what  they ca1led the or ig inal  Hawai lan Detachment .

At  that  t ime we only had the four  heavy cru isers,  some

smal ler  sh ips,  and submar ines.  What  they had done was

exchange--as I  understand-- they exchanged two cru iser

d iv is ions.  The one that  had been at  Pear l  went  back to

the States.  We r , rere t ransferred out  there as a Dermanent

s ta t i on ,  l i ke  t he  As ia t i c  s ta t i on  and  so  fo r th .

I n  o the r  wo rds ,  t he  Pac i f i c  F lee t  rea l l y  had  no t  ye t

been moved f rom San Diego out  to  Pear l  Harbor .

M a r c e l l o :
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No. I t  was st i11 real  good duty,  and we had overnight

l i be r t y .  I t  was  rea l l y  a  home po r t  t ype  a tmosphe re .

W e 1 l ,  l e t r s  t a l k  a  1 i t t 1 e  b i t  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e

in those pre-Wor ld War I I  days on the Hawai ian Is lands.

What  was the socia l  l i fe  l ike for  a young sai - lor  just

out  of  h igh school- -cer ta in ly  just  out  of  boot  camp?

Bas i ca l l y ,  1 t  you  had  L ranspo r ta t i on  i t  was  g rea t .

For tunate ly ,  my brother ,  who was then stat ioned at

Hickam Fie1d,  he had a car .  I  used to go in  there

al l  the t ime.  In fact ,  up unt i l  the t ime the war

star ted,  not  many people there were c iv i l ian

people that  I  knew who d idn ' t  even know I  was in the

Navy. They thought I was in the Air Force because we

al1 wore c iv i l ian c lothes. I was always hanging around

wi th people in  the Ai r  Force.  So we would dr ive around

the is land and go out  to  var ious beaches and swim, sur f .

We  su r fed  w i th  t hese  l ogs  tha t  we ighed  700  pounds f  no t

these n ice foam jobs that  they sur f  wi th today.  They

would ! r 'ear  you out  just  get t ing Ehe th ing out  there and

have i t  r ide you back in .

As a young sai lor  d id you f requent  Hote l  Street  on

occasion and th ings of  th is  nature?

Oh, yes.  That  was .  f rom the YMCA down to the canal ,

t ha t  was  a  g rea t  p lace  to  be .

o t  Connor:
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And  aga in ,  I  wou ld  assume tha t  Ho te l  S t ree t  wasn t t

near ly  so crowded at  that  t ime as i t  was to become

la te r  on  a f t e r  t he  Pac i f i c  F lee t  moved  ove r  t he re .

Oh ,  no .  We  neve r  f r equen ted ,  rea l l y ,  t ha t  p l ace  so

much .  A  1o t  o f  t he  sa i l o r s  d id  because  bas i ca l l v

what  happens is  that  you come to the end of  bus

transportat ion,  and usual ly  you spend most  of  your

t ime there.  But  having had a car ,  we spent  most  of

our time out in the Waikiki area. We swam a 1ot on

weekends .  We td  go  a round  to  t he  o the r  s i de  o f  t he

is land and swim over  there at  some of  the bet ter

beaches .  A t  n igh t  we 'd  go  to  some  o f  t he  be t te r

n ightc lubs and p laces around where n i -ce sai lors would

wander in  and people who l ived there would come in.

You ment i -oned the l iber ty  rout ine awhi le ago.  What

k ind of  l iber ty  were you get t ing at  th is  t ime?

We11,  at  that  t ime I  was get t ing a l l  the l iber ty  I

could handle,  pay-wise.  I  th ink we were standing,  as

I  reca11,  one in four ,  but  I  never  had any t rouble

get t ing standby because there r^ Iere enough people there

that  they e i ther  d idn ' t  have enough money or  they rea11y

d idn ' t  wan t  t o  go  because  w i thou t  t r anspo r ta t i on ,  l i ke

anyp lace  e1se ,  you r  mode  o f  t r ave l  i s  l i r n i t ed .
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When you say your l iberty was one in four, what exactly

does that  mean?

The  c rew  i s  d i v i ded  i n to  f ou r  g roups .  We l l ,  i f  I  sa id

one in four  that  was sor t  of  mis leadins.  I t  means one

duty in  four  t imes.  So the other  three davs vou were

avai lable af ter  r^rork to have l iber tv .

In other  words,  there would be one duty sect ion and

one standby sect ion and two l iber ty  sect ions.  But

usua l l y  t he  s tandby  sec t i on  cou ld  go ,  a l so .

They could a lo t  of  t imes a lso go,  and you could a lways

get  a s tandby,  specia l  l iber ty .  Somebody would take

you r  du ty .

Now norma11y,  d id you have to be back on

evening at  a cer ta in t ime,  or  could you

the ship that

stay overnight?

that  ru ined i tNo ,  we  cou ld  s tay  ove rn igh t .  The  th ing

was when they brought  the f leet  out .

We11,  I  was going to say .  I  know that  la ter  on most

of  the personnel  now had to be back aboard thei r  sh j -ps

a t  twe l ve  o t c l ock ,  i sn t t  t ha t  co r rec t?

Right .  See,  th is  is  pr ior  to  the t ime the f leet  went

out ,  and we were on a typ ical  overseas Navy detachment

that  usua11y,  l ike ,  t he  As ia t i c  F lee t ,  t he

European F1eet ,  and others where,  before anyth ing star ted

up r  you  had  exce l l en t  l i be r t y .
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How about on the weekends? What sort of weekend liberty

did you receive during that time?

Usual ly from Saturday noon unt i l  the fol lowing Monday

morning.

And again,  i t  would be the one in four  sor t  of  th ing

again,  where you would be .  you would probably have

l iber ty  three weekends a month and probably have the

duty sect ion one t ime a month.

But then when the fleet came out, whY, they l irnited the

amount of t i-me that you could go. I think then you had

to be back at  ten o 'c lock or  rn idnight .  I  forget  r ' rh ich.

I t  was so crowded that  some of  the people wouldn ' t  even

want  to go ashore.

Okay,  th is  br ings up an in terest ing point ,  and I  th ink

we  need  to  pu rsue  i t  f a r t he r .  A f t e r  t he  Pac i f i c  F lee t

was moved f rom San Diego,  which I  th ink was 1ts home

base,  up to Pear l  Harbor ,  how did your  rout ine change?

We spent  more t ime,  I  th ink,  on maneuvers-- f1eet  maneuvers

and th ings of  th is  nature-- than we d id before.

How of ten would these maneuvers occur?

We11,  the f leet  maneuvers as such referred to back pr ior

to the war .  your  f leet  maneuvers usual ly  were held

maybe once a year or something l ike this where everything



Marce l l o :

O  t  Conno r :

O t Connor
L7

was  a l l  t oge the r ,  and  you  had  j o i n t  exe rc i ses .  Bu t

when the f leet  came out ,  we1l ,  we operated together

qui te a b i t  and in the same areas.  I  know when I

was out to Pearl here two . was it two or three

years ago when the th i r t ie th

The th i r t ie th anniversary would have been in 1941,  I

guess.  I t  would have been about  three years ago.

Thi r t ie th anniversary,  yes.  My wi fe and I  went  out

then, and we flew over to Maui and drove up the volcano.

When we drove dovrn along the side of the i-sland, I r^ias

dr iv ing a long and f  happened to look across th is  sugar-

cane f ie1d,  and I  saw th is  b ig c lef t  in  the mounta in as

we went  a long.  I  s topped the car  and got  out ,  looked

around,  and sure enough-- I  was te l l ing my wi fe--out  in

th i s  b ig  open  a rea ,  Lah iana  Roads ,  t he  f l ee t  used  to

anchor there.  I  remember te l l lng her  that  werd be out

on maneuvers and rather  than go back to Pear l ,  why,  wetd

al l  anchor there overnighf .  We just  sat  on the ship and

looked at  the l ights over  there on the is land and

wondered what  the people were doj -ng over  there,  what  i t

was 1 j -ke.  The d is t inct ive th ing about  th is  par t icu lar

is land is  that  i t  had th is  mounta in range or  th is  range

that ran the full length of the thing, and i-t looked like
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somebody had h i t  i t  r ight  in  the middle wi th a b ig ax.

The re  was  j us t  a  b ig  "V "  shape  cu t  i n  i t .  I  sa id ,  " I

a lways remembered that ,  and here I  am looking at  l t .

So now I  know where I  rm at .  "  I  could look out  co sea

and see where a l l  o f  the ships had anchored.

We1l ,  general ly  speaking,  I  th ink,  in  the months imme-

diate ly  pr ior  to  Pear l  Harbor ,  the shlps at  Pear l  were

actual ly  s tay ing out  for  the ent i re week,  were they

not ,  and then coming in for  the weekend?

On the whole they were.  We11,  basical ly ,  they were

al ternat ing,  I  th ink.  A lo t  of  them would go ouL for

a week,  and others rvould stay in  because i t  was so

c rowded .  Pea r l  had  a  1o t  o f  p l aces  fo r  sh ips - -nooks

and crannies to s t ick ships in to--but  the fac i l i t ies

p robab l y  we ren f t  t ha t  g rea t .

We11 ,  o f  cou rse ,  wha t  abou t  we l l ,  o f  cou rse ,  t h i s

i s  one  o f  t he  reasons ,  I  guess ,  t ha t  t he  ba t t l esh ips

were t ied up two-by- two.  I t  was a mat ter  of  space and

room as much as anyth ing e1se.

R igh t ,  space  and  room,  and ,  f r ank l y ,  t ha t r s  p robab l y

the reason the carriers rrrere in at one time and the

ba t t l esh ips  we re  i n  t he  nex t .  They  j us t  d i dn ' t  have

much deep-water  space to put  them.
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What sor t  of  act lv i t ies would take p lace when you

went  out  on these maneuvers dur ing the week?

I ,^ /e would do gunnery exerc ises,  ant ia i rcraf t  f i r ing '

and  we  wou ld  do ,  bas i ca l l y r  I  guess r  maneuve rs r  as

fa r  as  t he  sh ips  we re  conce rned .  The  o f f i ce rs  we re

j  ust  learn ing to be able to maneuver ships together

and study the var ious p lans and whatever  they had.

As far  as we were concerned,  we d id a 1ot  of

wen t  t o  gene ra l  qua r te rs  qu i t e  a  b i t ,  l oad ing  d r i l l s ,

and th ings that  taught  people d isc ip l ine and how to

f i gh t  you r  sh ip .

What  sor t  of  armament d id that  cru iser  have aboard?

She had three main turrets of  three e ight- inch guns

each.  She had the o1d f ive- inch twenty- f i -ve open

mounts on the s ide.  There was four  to each s ide--

open  moun ts ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  because  we  l os t  mos t  o f

ou r  gun  c rews  down  a t  Guada lcana l .  We  had  the  1 .1 ' s .

I^ le  had some o1d three- inchers that  they put  on there,

a n d  t h e y  r e p l a c e d  t h e m  w i t h  1 . 1 ' s  r i g h t  a f t e r  P e a r 1 .

I  would assume that  that  sh ip had much more ant ia i r -

craf t  weaponry aboard af ter  Pear l  Harbor  than i t  had

be fo re  Pea r l  Ha rbo r .

l l e l1 ,  bas ica l l y ,  there  wasn ' t  anyp lace  to  rea l l y  pu t

we11, she was bui l t  back in the o1d days of the broadside,

and the  a i rc ra f t  wasn ' t  a l l  tha t  famous,

O I  Conno r :
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O'Connor :  No ,  t hey  d idn t t .  They  rea11y  d i -dn r t ,  I  t h i nk ,  o r

maybe we wouldnt t  have lost  Wake Is land.  We went

out  there and pussyfooted around for  about  three or

four  days and lef t  wi thout  doing anyth ing.  But  who

knows what  was going on? But  we d id qui te a b i t  o f

t ra ln ing,  and,  as I  say,  we had .  our  ant ia i rcraf t

r ea l l y  wasn t t  a l l  t ha t  good .  We td  go t ten  some new

ant ia i rcraf t  d i rectors that  were fa i r ly  good.  They

were nothing compared to the new ones t,hat were coming

out .  They were l ike a Model-T compared to the new

things that  were coming out .  Most  everyth ing was

manual lv  contro l led,

Marcel lo :  I  would a lso assume that  very few of  the ships had any

radar at  a l l .  Maybe some of  the bat t leshlps,  and that

was  abou t  i t .

O 'Conno r :  We  d idn ' t  have  any  rada r .  We  were  ge t t i ng  rada r ,  bu t

we d idnr t  have any.  The gunnery exerc ises we had

most ly  were dr i l ls  pr imar i ly- - loading dr i l ls .  0n the

tu r re t s ,  f o r  examp le ,  a l l  t h ree  guns  e leva ted  toge the r ,

and they a l l  had to be l -oaded at  the same t ime.  You

were in  fa i r ly  c lose quarters because the turrets were

not  real  b ig.  The shel ls  weighed about  250 pounds

api-ece.  They used,  usual ly ,  two bags of  powder behind



o t Connor
21

thern.  Of  courser  You had to s t ick a pr imer in to the

breech lock when you c losed the breech.  I t  took qui te

a b l t  o f  coordinat ion.  They held a 1ot  of  dr i l ls  on

those ships that  real1y paid of f  la ter  on--gunnery

d r i 1 1 s .

Marcel lo :  Where was your  par t icu lar  bat t le  s tat ion aboard the

San  F ranc i sco?

O 'Connor :  I  was  i n  t he  p lo t t i ng  room.  I  was  a  po i -n te r  on  the

main bat tery--gun d i rector  in  the p lot t ing room.

Marcel lo :  In  other  words,  would you have been in the turret  wi th

one of  the e ight- inch guns?

OtConnor :  No ,  t he  p lo t t i ng  room i s  dov rn  i n  t he  cen te r  o f  t he  sh ip .

I t ' s  down  abou t  t h ree  decks  be low  wa te r l i ne .  You  go  up

almosL d i rect ly  under the br idge st ructure '  and then

the re ' s  a  b ig  t r unk  abou t  f ou r  f ee t  sgua re .  You  go  down

through two armored hatches in to the IC room. Then you

went  out  near  the outs ide of  the hu11.  In that  area

was the p lot t ing room.

Marcel lo :  You ment ioned the IC room?

O t C o n n o r :  Y e s ,  i t t s  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  U s u a l l y ,  i t f s

a bat t le  s tat j -on where the e lect r ic ians and they

have swi tches to contro l  var ious power and th ings of

th is  nature.  We had power swj- tches for  a l l  gunnery
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c i r cu i t s  sw i t chboa rds ,  ra the r ,  t o  f u rn i sh  t he

power  f o r  a l l  t he  gunne ry  c i r cu i t s .  A11  the  sh ip t s

communicat ions were the swi tchboards were

loca ted  i n  t ha t  a rea ,  t oo .

General ly  speaking,  then,  I  gather  that  in  the months

j -mmediate ly  pr ior  to  Pear l  Harbor ,  the San Francisco,

as  we l l  as  t he  o the r  sh ips ,  was  usua l l y  go ing  ou t

during the week and coming in on the weekend. Is that

co r rec t  ?

P r imar i l y  co r rec t ,  f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t .

How secure,  how safe,  d id you and your  shipmates feel

a t  Pea r l  Ha rbo r?

As safe as I  feel  r ight  here.  I  d idn ' t  know anyth ing

was going on.  I  d idn ' t  even know anybody was mad at

u s .

I f  war  d ld come in the

i t  would probably come

a t  Pea r l ?

Eas t ,  d i d  you  pe rhaps  th ink

the Phi l ipp ines rather  than

t r ^ -

1n

To te l l  you the t ruth,  in  those days that  rnras the far thest

th ing f rom my mj-nd.  Unl ike today,  where you' re beat  over

the head wi th i t  everyt ime you turn the te lev is ion on,  you

have to become aware of  i t .  In  those day,  unless you

l i s tened  to  a  rad io  o r  read  newspapers  a l l  o f  t he  t ime ,
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you weren' t  real ly  aware of  everyth ing that  was going

on.  Being aboard ship and i f  we were i -n por t ,  we

cou ld  ge t  newspapers  o r  maybe  l i s t en  to  a  rad io ,  bu t

you d idnt t  do that  much reading or  that  much l is tening

to the radio to become ar{are that  something was going

on  ou t  t he re .

L l 'hen you thought  of  a typ ical  Japanese,  what  sor t  of

person d id you usual ly  conjure up in  your  own mind?

Wel1,  see,  T knew a 1ot  of  Japanese,  having been in

Pear l  for  a lmost  two years before the war s tarEed.  I

had some very good f r iends who were Japanese-- just

p e o p l e .

Now you  b rough t  up  th i s  sub jec t  awh j_ le  ago ,  and  I ' 11

pu rsue  i t  j us t  a  1 i t t 1e  b l t  f a r t he r .  Du r i ng  th i s  pe r i od

there was a lso in  in f lux of  reserv j -s ts  and what  have you

comi -ng  i n to  t he  Navy .  How d id  t h i s  a l t e r  t he  sh ips ' s

rout  ine ?

Not  a whole lo t  because there rea1ly rderenr t  that  many

of  them compared to the major i ty .  We had reserves that

we re  ca l l ed  up  and  .  f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t ,  i n  t hose

days these people weren t  t  in  the reserves to evade the

draf t  or  something of  th is  nature.  They were in  the

reserves because they l ranted to be there.  They learned.

somethl -ng,  and they were they f i t  in  very wel l
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F rom wha t  you ' ve  sa id ,  t hen ,  I  ga the r  t ha t  t he  San

Franciscg d id not  rea1ly have a hugh inf lux of

rese rves  to  f i l l  ou t  t he  sh ip rs  comp lemen t .

No ,  no t  a  who le  l o t  p r i o r  t o  t he  wa r .

Th i s ,  I  t h i nk ,  more  o r  l ess  b r i ngs  us  up  to  t he  days

i rnmed ia te l y  p r i o r  t o  Pea r l  Ha rbo r .  So  consequen t l y ,

wha t  I  t d  l i ke  you  to  do  a t  t h i s  po in t  i s  t o  desc r l be

to me what  your  rout j_ne was on Saturday,  December 6,

I94I ,  and then wet1 l  go in to Sunday,  December 7,  Ig4L,

Bu t  l e t f  s  s ta r t  w i t h  t he  s j - x th ,  f l r s t  o f  a l l ,  and  I

Idant  you to use as much deta i l  as you can remember

f rom the t ime you got  up unt i l  you turned in that  n ight

on the s ix th of  December.

I  happened to have the duty that  weekend,  or  I  probably

would have been ashore.

I nc iden ta l l y ,  whe re  d id  t he  San  F ranc i sco  t i e  up?

She was .  wel1,  the unfor tunate th ing was .  we1l ,

for tunate or  unfor tunate--depends on how you look at  i t .

We were in  the Navy yard for  a major  overhaul .  A11 of

our  ammuni t ion was of f  the ship.  They were in  the process

of  changing over  the bat t le  te lephone system. We had an

o1d bat t le  te lephone system that  used power.  They were

changing i t  over  to the new sound power te lephone sysEem,

0 l
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so a l l  o f  our  swi tchboard wir ing was torn out  and being

replaced.  The only communi-cat ions we had were the

regular  sh i -p serv ice- type te lephone that  had the d ia l

sys tem tone  j us t  l i ke  you  have  he re  i n  a  ho te l .  I t

was an automat ic  d ia l ing system that  you could d ia l  in

key  s ta t i ons  t h roughou t  t he  sh ip .  Tha t f s  t he  on l y

communicat ions in  the p lot t lng room or  even that  we

had aboard ship at  that  t ime.  Everyth ing was of f  and

\^/e were t ied up in  the dock.  I , {e were a few docks over

f rom that  b ig crane that  sat  out  on the end of  the dock

the re .  We  were  t i ed  up  po r t  s i de  t o  .  excuse  me .

We were t ied up wi th the starboard s ide to the dock.

S ta rboa rd  s i de  was  t i ed  up  to  che  dock?

T ied  to  t he  dock .  And  d i rec t l y  ac ross  f r om us ,  I  seem

to reca11 that  the New Or leans was t ied up there.  There

was an o ld repai r  sh ip in  that  s l ip  wi th the New or lears

that  was t ied up on the opposi te dock over  there.  There

was one of  the newer l ight  cru isers that  was t ied up

ac ross  the  wa te r  f r om us  to  t he  dock  on  the  o the r  s i de .

So as I  sa id,  we were j_n there for  the regular

Navy Yard overhaul  that  occurs every so of ten rout inely

for  sh ips.  They are updated and modernized and th ings

of  th is  nature.  So we had taken of f  a l l  o f  the powder
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and ammuni t ion f rom the magazines whi le  the work was

going on.  So the shi -p was pret ty  wel l  in  a mess f rom

al l  o f  the yard work and everyth ing aboard.

Now when you were in the Navy Yard l ike that, I would

assume that  water t ight  in tegr i ty  is  at  an absolute

m in imum.  O f  cou rse ,  no rma l l y ,  when  you t re  i n  po r t

the water t ight  in tegr i ty  is  at  a min imum.

We11 ,  wa te r t i gh t  i n teg r i t y ,  as  pe r ta in ing  to  be low

the  wa te r  l i ne  .  i n  f ac t ,  i t ' s  usua l l y  ma in ta ined

more  o r  l ess  as  a  no rma l  rou t i ne  because  the re t s  rea l l y

noth ing there.  I f  somebody needs something--storeroom

or  t h i ngs  o f  t h i s  na tu re - - i t f s  a lways  c losed  up  aga in .

So your  basic  water t ight  in tegr i ty  below the water  l j -ne

usual ly  remai-ns in tact  just  as a mat ter  of  rout ine.

But  there probably were a 1ot  of  open areas.  Navy Yard

workmen  a ren ' t  t he  bes t  d i sc ip l i na r i ans  j - n  t he  wo r ld .

The ship probably was in a--below decks where they were

work ing - -p re t t y  s l oppy  s ta te .

Okay ,  l - e t ' s  ge t  back  to  you r  rou t i ne  aga in

was on that  Saturdav.  You ment ioned that

to what it

had the

AS

you

duty .

I  had the duty, and as I  recal l  now, I  was standing

1et 's  see ,  no ,  I  had go t ten  o f f .  I  had  made th i rd  c lass

O t  Conno r :
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by  th i s  t ime - - th i rd  c l ass  f i r e  con t ro lman . I  was

duty ,s tand ing w a t c h e s .  I  i u s t  h a d  t

so  I  j us t  had  to  be  aboa rd .  So  my  rou t i . ne ,  usua l l y '

a t  that  t ime .  on Saturday morning,  usual ly '  we

had  an  i nspec t i on  excep t  f o r  t he  Navy  Ya rd .  I t t s

usual ly  cancel led.  You usual ly  do your  rout ine work

on Saturday morni -ng,  and then Saturday af ternoon,  wel l ,

you t re  f r ee  to  do  any th ing  you  wan t  t o .  Back  i n  t hose

days you usual ly  would go back to bed or  1ay dor^rn.

The re ' s  no  such  th ing  as  rec rea t i on  aboa rd  sh ip .  They

f ixed up some of  the modern ones sor t  of  fancy so far

as rec rooms and reading tables and th lngs of  th is

nature,  but  back then they were f ight ing ships,  and

they  d idn ' t  need  a l l  o f  t h i s  rec rea t i on .  So  he  spen t

time staying around in the compartment talking or

walk ing around topside.  Usual ly ,  one of  my favor i te

th ings,  especia l ly  on a Sunday af ter  breakfast '  was

buying a Sunday newspaper and going up to one of  the

con t ro l  s ta t i ons  and  shu t t i ng  t he  doo r  whe re  nobody 'd

bother  me and just  lay ing there and read the newspaper

most  of  the morning.  So on Saturday af ternoons we

didnr t  do anyth ing but  just  s i t  around and ta lk  and

maybe s1eep. Then in the evening you would have a

movie on the wel l  deck,  at tend the movie,  and af ter

t he  mov le  you 'd  go  back  to  bed .

O I

2 l

S o

he
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on that part icular Saturdayr as

did.  Everyth ing was peacefu l  and

What t ime d id you turn in?

Usua l l y  a t  t en  o rc lock .

Let  me ask you th is  quest lon.  Now on a Saturday n ight

men ,  o f  cou rse ,  wou ld  be  coming  back  o f f  o f  l i be r t y .

What usually was the condition of these rnen when they

came in?

We1 l ,  f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t ,  i n  t hose  days  you  d idn t t  have

the mass l iber ty- type of  th ing.  We had been out  there

for  a long enough per iod,  and the money wasn' t  a l l  that

great  pay-wise,  but  most  of  the people who rated l iber ty

d idn ' t  necessa r i l y  go  asho re .  We td  been  ou t  t he re  l ong

enough that  most  of  them l inew people,  and they had other

th ings to do rather  than being st rangers and going and

hi t t ing the f i rs t  bar  because they d j .dn ' t  know anybody

and had noth ing e lse to do.  I  th ink people th ink sai lors

are drunks,  and a l l  they do is  hang out  in  bars.  Pr imar i ly ,

back  i n  t hose  days ,  days  o f  sa i l o r s  and  dogs  keep  o f f  t he

g rass r  you  were  a  necessa ry  ev i1 .  The re fo re ,  you  d idn r t

become acquainted too much wi th the c iv i l ian populat lon
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other  than when you hung out  at  the bars where they

accepted you because of  your  money--what  l i t t le  you

had .  So  tha t ' s  why  you  spen t  a  1o t  o f  t ime  a t  ba rs .

You  had  no  o the r  p lace  e l se  t o  go .

Can you remember anyth ing out  of  the ord inary that

pa r t i cu la r  Sa tu rday  n igh t ,  t ha t  i s ,  men  coming  back

and being loud and obnoxious and rowdy and that sort

o f  t h i ng?

No ,  none  a t  a l l .  Th ings  were  rou t l ne ,  and  as  f a r  as

anyth ing out  of  the ord inary,  as far  as the crew was

concerned,  they rea11y werent t  the crews in those

days,  natura l ly ,  they drank and a l l  l ike that ,  but  the

only th ing that  I  can say is  that  most  of  the o lder

crew-- the people who had been in the Navy for  qui te

awhi le-- they real1y weren' t  that  type of  person.  Usual ly ,

the drunk loudmouths that  you found were usual ly  the k ids

who were f resh f rom home, and hers having h is  f i rs t  f l ing,

and  he  can ' t  ho ld  h i s  l i quo r ,  and  he  doesn ' t  know when  to

s top .  Once  he  ge ts  a  f ew  d r i nks ,  he  fee l s  l i ke  he rs  t he

big man.  Si -nce nobody pays any at tent ion to h im anyv/ay,

why,  he has to le t  the wor ld know how big he is .

In  other  words,  I  gather  that  your  Saturday n ight  of

December 6 r , ras a rather  rout ine one.

Qui te rout ine.  Af ter  the movie we stowed away the mess

benches and went down and went to bed.

O  t  Conno r :
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Marcel lo :  Okay,  th is  br ings us in to Sunday morning of  December 7,

I94I ,  and once more I  \^ /ant  you to go through your

rout ine f rom the t ime you got  up unt i l  a l l  he l l  broke

1 o o s e .

OrConnor :  We1 l ,  I  go t  up  .  okay ,  t hey  we re  se rv ing

they served a brunch- type of  th ing usual ly  on Sunday

because  qu i t e  a  f ew  o f  t he  c rew  was  gone .

Marce l l o :  Th i s  was  a  day  o f  l e i su re ,  was  i t  no t ,  even  fo r  t hose

aboard the ship?

O ' C o n n o r :  D a y  o f  l e i s u r e ,  r i g h t .  T h e y  d l d n r t  .  .  y o u  d i d n r t

have to put your bunks up or anything.

Marcel lo:  Incldental ly,  were you on hammocks yet at  this t ime,

or d id the San Francisco have bunks?

O 'Connor :  The  San  F ranc i sco  had  bunks .  They 'd  added  the  cha in -

l ink- type bunks that  when you la id on your  bunk,  i f

the guy ahead of  you .  .  the next  one on top of  you

was very heavy,  why,  you could thumb your nose and

touch  h im  ( chuck le ) .  I t  was  a lmos t  t ha t  you  had  to

s l ide out  and turn over  and get  back in ,  that  type of

th ing,  because theyfd added extra bunks on the th ing

to accornmodate more people.

I fd  got ten up and had gone dovrn and had got ten

breakfast  in  the mess ha1l .  I  sat  there and I  a te i t .



Connor

I  was just  on my

back to bed again

in the Navy Yard

m n n i n n

way back to the compartment and go

when the general  a larm rang.  Being

with everything torn dov,rr, a Sunday

Up unt i l  th is  t ime you had noL heard anyth ing at  a l l?

I  hadn ' t  hea rd  a  t h i ng .  The  gene ra l  a l a rm  wen t  o f f .

When the general  a larm goes,  you expect  something.  I

expecLed maybe a f i re  s ince we were in  the Nawy Yard,

and i t  happens f requent ly .  0r  somebody .  some

emergency had happened.  When they sald general  quar ters

and man your  bat t le  s tat ions,  I  thought ,  "What  are those

s tup id  i d i o t s  do ing? "  They  sa id  t o  man  ou r  ba t t l e

s ta t i ons .  The re rs  no th ing  the re ,  we ' ve  go t  no  ammun i t i on

aboard,  no communicat ions,  but  when they said,  t 'Man your

ba t t l e  s ta t i ons r t t  and  when  tha t  gene ra l  a l a rm  goes ,  you t re

o f f  l i ke  a  sho t .  You  j us t  can r t  wa i t  f o r  t hem to  say

wha t f s  go ing  on  be fo re  you  take  o f f  t o  do  wha t  you t re

supposed  to  do .

Where was th is  Navy Yard in  re lat ion to Bat t leship Row?

I t  was  a lmos t  d i rec t l y  ac ross  t he  ha rbo r .  I  don ' t  know

i f  yourre fami l iar  wi th the harbor  layout .  Now when you

come into the harbor  and turn to the r ight  to  go around

Ford Is land,  you pass Bat t leship Row. But  i f  you turn a

ha rd  r i gh t ,  we1 l ,  as  you  h i t  Ba t t l esh ip  Row,  o f f  t o  you r

O '
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r i gh t ,  t he re ' s  a  huge  c rane  tha t  s i t s  t he re .  The re ' s

a number of  .  there are a number of  docks.  As

you  go  i n to  t he  sub  base r  you f11  pass  a  number  o f  docks .

h lhere th is  crane is ,  most  of  the area as you come in

and h i t  the edge of  Ford Is land and come around to the

r i gh t ,  mos t  o f  t he  a rea  to  t he  r i gh t  i s  pa r t  o f  t he

Navy Yard.  But  as you come on around and h i t  about

the middle of  Bat t leship Row, you can turn and go up

in to  t he  s l i p  t oward  the  sub  base ,  and  you td  be  pass ing

most  of  the docks on your  s tarboard s ide where a l l  the

sh ips  we re  t i ed  up .

In  o the r  wo rds r  you  d idn r t  have  a  rea l  good  l ook  a t

Bat t leship Row, then,  f rom r" rhere you were t ied up.

O h ,  y e s .

You  d id?

I  cou ld  see  l t  r ea l  we11 .  I n  f ac t ,  t he  p lanes  tha t  we re

coming down-- torpedo p lanes--were dropping r ight  down

beh ind  us  and  d ropp ing  the i r  f i sh  r i gh t  i n  f r on t  o f  us .

Because coming in that  s l ip  behind us gave them a wide

sho t  a t  Ba t t l esh ip  Row.

Okay,  p ick up the story f rom th is  point .  General  quar ters

has  sounded .

WeI l ,  gene ra l  qua r te rs  had  sounded ,

rou t i ne ,  un l i ke  t oday ,  you  don t t  go

a  ma t te r  o f

the wel l  deck

S O  A S

up to
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and get  the of f icer  of  the deck and say,  " I {hat  the hel l

a re  you  do ing  r i ng ing  tha t  be l l ?  I 'm  s leep ing  today . "

You  j us t  au toma t i ca l l y  do  wha t  you ' re  supposed  to  do .

So I  was st i11 down below deck,  so I  took of f  to  the

entrance to the p lot t ing room which is  up forward and

I  was back af t .  So I  went  up forward,  went  down into

the  p lo t t i ng  room .  .

You apparent ly  had a fa i r ly  long way to go,  then,  to

get  down to the f i r ing room.

Abou t  two - th i rds  t he  d i s tance  o f  t he  sh ip .  Bu t  s t i l l '

Sunday and a l l ,  everybody was noving 1n double t j -me.

So I got up there and climbed down in and went into the

plot t lng room. Other  people were arr iv ing--everybody

that  was supposed to be there.  Soon as everybody got

in ,  we dogged i t  down.  Everybody e lse was looking at

eve rybody ,  ' rWha t r s  go ing  on?"  You  cou ld  hea r  and  so r t

of  feel  a force of  some sor t ,  you know--maybe l ike a

torpedo,  something underwater ,  explos i -ons going on.

Was  i t  j o l t i ng  you r  sh ip  i n  any  way  a t  a l l ?

No,  i t  was just  something that  you can sense r^ 'hen youtre

at tuned to a ship.  You can sense these outs ide th ings.

I  could even hear she11s going through the ship,  as they

later  d id.  You could feel  that  there were explos ions
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going on j -n the water  because .  so the of f icer  in

cha rge  .  we  had  th i s  sh ip  se rv i ce  t e l ephone  sys tem.

We had one of  the phones in the p lot t ing room. He

star ted to cal l  the forward contro l  s tat ion and f ind

out  what  was going on.  He was just  \^ Iant ing some infor-

mat ion so wetd know why they sounded general  quar ters

and everyth ing e1se.  He p icked up the phone,  and he

dia led the forward contro l  s tat ion.  Somebody answered

and  he  sa id ,  " i , r l ha t t s  gene ra l  qua r te rs  f o r?  Wha t ' s

go ing  on?"  He  was  l i s t en ing  fo r  awh i l e .  Then  he  sa id ,

"Goddamn s tup id  i d i o t s ! "  and  hung  up  the  te lephone .  We

s a i d ,  " w e 1 1 ,  w h a t t d  h e  s a y ? "  H e  s a i d ,  " o h ,  t h e  s t u p l d

id io t s  sa id  t hey f re  bomb ing  the  ba t t l esh ips  ove r  t he re . "

What  was your  react ion when you heard th is?

I  t hough t  i t  was  a  j oke ,  l i ke  h im .  The  s tup id  i d l o t s

are having fun,  you know, and some nut  rang the general

a1arm. We could cont i -nue to hear  sounds,  so we cal led

up again,  The of f icer  in  charge says,  "Cal1 them up

agaJ -n .  F ind  ou t  wha t ' s  go ing  on . "  So  he  ca l l ed  t hem

up.  I  guess th is  t ime he convinced h im. He was re lay ing

the in format ion.  He saj -d the bat t leships were a l l  b lown

upr and the Japanese p lanes were a l l  over  the p lace.  He

said there were torpedoes a l l  over  the water .  So he asked

hi-m, "How about us coming up out of here?" He said, "We
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can' t  do anyth ing down here."  So I  guess he asked the

gunne ry  o f f i ce r ,  and  he  sa id ,  "Okay . "  He  sa id ,  t tThe

peop le  who  a re  mann ing  tha t  s ta t i on ,  c l ose  i t  up . "  So

\ , /e  went  out  in t .o the IC room, and people had a l ready

lef t  there.  So we went  up through these two armored

hatches,  c losed up everyth ing,  and got  in to the Mar ine

compartment. That was one deck bel-ow the main deck.

So I  ran back af t  to  the ladder and went  uD to the wel l

deck where the OD st .ood h is  watches.  I  went  up the

ladder and ran out  onto the r re l l  deck,  and the f i rs t

thing I saw when I ran out on the well deck I

heard these p lanes.  I  looked up and there rn/as two,  I td

say,  d ive bombers.  They were d iv ing r ight  over  the San

Francisco.  They dropped two bombs d i rect ly  over  the ship,

but  thei r  momentum was such that  they wasnt t  going to h i t

the San Francj -sco.  I  was standing there watching those

th ings fa l l  and wonder ing what  the hel l  was going on.

Did you know these r /ere Japanese p lanes yet?

I  had no idea what  they were.  I  hadnt t  spoken to anybody.

Everybody was just  running up to top deck to see what  was

going on.  I  went  out  and the movement of  the p lanes had

carr ied a l l  these ships and everyth ing in  there.

dropped them .  .  we11,  we were t ied up starboard s ide

He

o f
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t he  dock .  Th i s  c ru i se r  was  t i ed  up  po r t  s i de  t o  t he

o the r  s i de .  The re  was  no th ine  i n  t he  wa te r  ahead  o f

h im. There was an o ld repai r  sh ip s i t t ing back over

there.  He dropped them i -n the water  between every-

body.  When they went  of f ,  the f ragments knocked some

ho les  1n o f  t h i s  o1d  repa i r  sh ip .  By  t ha t

t ime  I  was  l ook ing  a round .  You  cou ld  see  a l l  t h i s

smoke and everyth ing coming up f rom Bat t leship Row.

You  j us t  d i dn ' t  know wha t  t o  do .

Genera l l y  speak ing ,  a t  t h i s  s tage ,  how wou ld  you

desc r i be  the  reac t i ons  o f  t he  men?  Was  i t  one  o f

pan i c?  Pe rp lex i t y?  Con fus ion?  P ro fess iona l i sm?

How wou ld  you  desc r i be  t he  reac t i on  a t  t h i s  po in t?

r t r  ^ ^ - -  + L ^ t  i *  w a s  f r u s t r a t i o n .r  u  5 d ) /  L r l d L  l L

I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a  g o o d  w o r d  t o  u s e .  I ' v e  h e a r d  i t

u s e d  b e f o r e  b y  p e o p l e .

F rus t ra t i on ,  by  no t  be lng  ab le  t o  do  someth ing .

How about  the ant ia i rcraf t  weapons aboard the ship?

Was there any af l rmuni t ion there?

No, a l l  the ammuni t ion was of f  the ship.  So the f i rs t

th ing I  saw people doing f rom my ship is  that  the

cru iser  was at tempt ing to get  underway across f rom us.

Which cru iser  was th is? Do you recal1 the name of  i t?Marce l l o :
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I rm  no t  su re .  I t  was  one  o f  t he  heavy  .  she  even -

tua11y d id get  underway,  I  guess.  Some of  our  crew

and thei r  crew went  over  and cut  the l ines so she

cou ld  ge t  ou t .  We  were  l ook ing  fo r  some th ing  to  shoo t .

The only th ing we had aboard ship were some .30 cal iber

machine guns f rom the Mar ine armory and some Spr ingf ie ld

r i f l es .  The  Mar ines  then  i ssued  these  r i f l es  t o  eve ry -

body that  came by.  We got  one and a bandoleer  of

ammuni t ion.  We went  up to the some of  the people

went  out  on the fanta i l . I  went  up to af ter  contro l

s tat ion-- the p lace where I  worked--and l t  was a good

vantage p lace where you could see everyth ing.  So I

went  up there wi th a number of  other  people.

You could see the p lanes.  They were coming dor , rn

f rom the area toward Honolu lu.  Then when they were

go lng  i n to  t he  .  d ropp ing  the i r  t o rpedoes ,  t hey

were comj-ng in  the s l ip  that  went  up to where the sub

base was.  They were down j  ust  about  the 1evel  wi th us

when they were dropping thei r  torpedoes.  They were

banking around that  b ig crane that  was on that  dock over

to the le f t  o f  us.  So when they were f ly ing by dropplng

the i r  t o rpedoes ,  we l l ,  we  were  shoo t i ng  a t  t hem w i - t h

S p r i n g f i e l d  r i f l e s .  I ' m  s u r e  r , / e  w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  h i t
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anyth ing,  cer ta in ly  noth ing that  belonged to them,

anyway.  We might  have h i t  something that  belonged to

us .  We  mus t  have  f i r ed  a t  ha l f  a  dozen  p lanes .

How many rounds d i  you th ink you f i red a l together?

Oh, I  don' t  know. You know, we got  of f  maybe two or

th ree  sho ts .  I  m igh t  have  f i r ed  abou t  f i f t een  o r

twen ty  rounds .  I  f e l t  be t t e r .

( chuck le )  .

I  was doing somethi -ng

Was the San Franci-sco

these bombers ,  o r  d id

bigger game?

a  spec i f i c  t a rge t  o f  any  o f

t hey  seem to  be  go ing  a f t e r

I  don' t  th ink that  other  than the bat t leships and the

open area out  there,  they weren' t  real ly  a l l  that

in terested in  anyth ing e lse because they stayed away

from the sub base and the Navy Yard.  The only th ing

that  I  saw drop were those two bombs that  fe l l  out  in

the  wa te r  t he re ,  t ha t  i s ,  t ha t  ac tua l l y  h i t  a round  the

Navy Yard.  So on the outer  per imeter  of  the Navy Yard

on the channel  s ide,  they sank some ships out  there,  and

over at  the dry dock where the b igger  ships were,  they

hi t  some over  there.  But  ins ide the main Navy Yard,

where most  of  the docks were,  were most ly  sh ips l ike

cru j -sers and destroyers and th ings of  th is  nature that

were t ied up.  They d idnt t  do very much to them.
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Now a l l  o f  t h i s  t ime  wer re  s t i l l  t a l k i ng  abou t  t he

f i rs t  wave,  I  assume? At  that  t ime could you real ly

te1l  when one wave had completed i ts  job and the

second wave came in?

We11 ,  know ing  l a te r  how a i r c ra f t  ope ra ted ,  I  cou ldn t t

real ly  ident i fy  waves as such.  I  i rnagine that  by the

t ime we got  up and were f i r ing,  i t  must  have been at

least  two or  three waves-- i f  they had that  many-- that

had gone by because by the t ime we got  up and went  up

the re ,  a l l  o f  ou r  sh ips  we re  the  f i r es  we re  so

great  over  there that  you couldn ' t  see anyth ing but

smoke and flames and hear the explosions that were

go i -ng  on .  By  th i s  t ime  they  were  shoo t i ng  back .  I t ' s

hard to p inpoint  i t  dor^tn to,  you know, cer ta in moves.

Eve ry th lng  was  one  b ig  mess .

Wha t  so r t  o f  a  scene  was  un fo ld ing  be fo re  you r  eyes?

Desc r i be  wha t  i t  l ooked  l i ke .

We l1 ,  i t  was  j us t  someLh ing  tha t  .  i t  ' s  one  o f  t hese

th ings  tha t  you  see  bu t  you  don ' t  be l i eve ,  t ha t  t ype  o f

a  t h i ng .  I  r ea l l y  d idn ' t  see  the  fu1 l  e f f ec t  o f  i t  un t i l

I  got  that  Spr ingf ie ld r i f1e.  I  knew something was going

on when I  saw those bombs drop.  That  about  scared me out

of  f ive yearsr  growth.  I  got  the r i f le  and got  up on the
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conEro l  s ta t i on  whe re  you  cou ld  see .  You  cou ld  see

the destruct ion that  was going on or  gone on a1r :eady.

You real ized what  could be going on because there was

so much of it that was blacked out with smoke and

s tu f f  o f  t h i s  na tu re .  The re  we re  sh ips  t r y i ng  t o  ge t

o u E .

Just  1 lke in  everyth ing e lse,  you see humor in

the  mos t  d i sas t rous  occas ions .  I  know one  th ing  tha t

st ruck us so funnv 1s the motor  launches and a1l  sor ts

of  sma11 boats around bat t leships p ick ing up people

out  of  the water .  This  one motor  launch had loaded

and was coming back across the channel  to  drop thern of f

over  there,  I  suppose.  When he was coming back across,

there was a ship-- I  bel ieve i t  was a destroyer-- that

had got ten up steam and was steaming out .  She was

rea11y moving.  This motor  launch was going to cut

r ight  across in  f ront  of  her .  I t  looked 1 i "ke they were

go ing  to  cu t  i t  r i gh t  i n to  he r .  Boy ,  a l l  o f  t he  guys

bai led out  in to the water  again.  We1l ,  the motor  launch

kept  r ight  on going because the coxswain and everybody

lef t  i t .  The ship then went  r ight  between them and the

motor  launch.  This s t ruck me as rather  funny.

I 'm sure,  l ike you ment ioned,  that  even in a ser ious

si tuat ion l ike th is ,  there was a cer ta in amount  of

humor,  whether  i t  was accidenta l  or  on purpose.  Are

M a r c e l l o :
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there any indiv iduals that  s tand out  in  your  mind for

the  ac t i ons  t ha t  t hey  t ook  on  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  day?

Not as far  as we' re concerned--my ship--because basical ly

on my ship there was noth ing anybody could do.  Everybody

was doing h is  rout  j -ne j  ob,  what  he was supposed to be

doing.  Everybody d id what  he eould wl th what  was avai l -

ab1e .  O the r  t han  tha t ,  you  d idn ' t  f i nd  peop le  j ump ing

of f  the ship and running other  p laces-- th ings l ike that .

Tha t  wasn ' t  t he i r  j ob .  They  were  t ra ined  to  do  tha t .

The  sh ip  was  the i r  r espons ib i l i t y .

hhat  sor t  of  physical  damage were you able to observe

from your perch up there wi th your  Spr ingf ie ld r i f le?

We1l ,  actua11y,  we saw .  .  by that  t ime,  most  of  the

bat t leships had rea1ly had i t .  The Oklahoma was upside-

down, and others were s i t t ing on the bot tom. Flames

and smoke was cover ing so much that  you couldnt t  see

very much at  that  t ime.  You could look back over  other

areas of  Pear l .  Over at  the dry dock smoke and every-

th ing was coming f rom that  area.  You could look over

towards Hi-ckam Fie ld,  and smoke was coming f rom that

area.  I t  just  looked l ike everyth ing was going.  I

th ink that  as far  as we were concerned,  other  than

shoot ing a Spr ingf ie ld r i f le ,  a l l  you could do was stand

the re  and  f i r s t ,  t he re  was  f rus t ra t i on ,  and  then ,

I  guess ,  ange r .  Bu t  such  a  t h i ng  happened .
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Were the Japanese p lanes f ly ing 1ow enough that  you

cou ld  ac tua l l y  see  the  p i l o t s  and  the  gunne rs?

You  be t te r  be l i eve  i t !  They  were  f l y i ng  .  we

were  shooE ing  s t ra igh t  ou t  a t  t hem.

Descr ibe what  they looked l ike i f  you can remember.

They  weren t t  pay ing  any  a t t en t i on  t o  us ,  na tu ra l l y ,

because they were concentrat ing because they

were  j us t  r i gh t  a t  t he  po in t  o f  r e l eas ing  to rpedoes ,

and they were concentrat ing on what  they were doing.

We jus t  wa tched  the  p lanes  f1y  by  w i t h  peop le  i n  i t .

Wi th an a l rp lane or  something of  th is  nature in  combat ,

you  rea1 l y  don ' t  t h i nk  o f  peop le  be ing  i nvo l ved .

I t f s  ra the r  an  impersona l  t h i ng?

I t r s  a n  o b j e c t  o n 1 y .  T h e r e t s  a  l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  i n

k i l l i ng  an  ob jec t  and  i n  k i l l i ng  a  pe rson .  So  the re

wou ldn ' t  be  a  hes i t ancy  abou t  i t .  I n  f ac t . ,  I  t h i nk

i t  would have been rnore enjoyable--or  revengefu l ,  I

should say-- i f  you could see a person that  you could

get  your  revenge on rather  than an object ,  even though

you  knew tha t  t hese  ob jec t s  con ta ined  qu i t e  a  f ew

p e o p l e .

Bu t  o the r  t han  tha t ,  i t  was  j us t  p l anes  f l y i ng

around and mass confusion,  and nobody knew what  was
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going on. After we f i red our Springf ields and things

began to  se t t le  down a  l i t t1e  b i t ,  a1 l  the  p lanes  le f t

and a  coup le  o f  our  p lanes  go t  o f f  the  f ie ld  over  there .

Then there was not.hing for us to do but si t  there and

w a t c h  i t .

What d id you do in  the af termath of  the at tack?

Nothing.  Actual1y,  there \^ /as noth ing we could do.  They

wou ldn t t  a l l ow  us  o f f  t he  sh ip .  My  b ro the r  was  ove r  a t

Hickam Fie ld and .  they wouldnt t  a l low us of f  the

s h i p .

In other  words,  they d idn ' t  even have you go wi th any

of  the rescue par t ies or  anyth lng of  th j -s  nature?

No,  they had p lenty of  people at  the a i r  s tat ion because

there were no p lanes.  So they had p lenty of  people

avai lable in  boat  crews and th ings l ike th is .  Ship

pe rsonne l ,  usua l l y - - i f  t he re ' s  a  rescue - t ype  o f  t h i ng

needed-- they usual ly  have people who are assigned to

th is  par t icu lar  type of  th ing.  But  as far  as regular

shipboard personnel  are concerned,  you \47ere stay ing

r i gh t  aboa rd  t he  sh ip .

When was i t  that  you were f ina l ly  able to get  in  touch

wi th your  brother  and f ind out  what  was going on over

a t  H i ckam F ie ld?
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I t  was a lmost  a week later  before I  found out .  I

found out  la ter  that  hetd come down to Pear l  and

had corne in and had gotten, oh, maybe half-way down

to where the ships were when they wouldnr t  le t  h im

come any far ther ,  but  they to ld h im that  my ship

hadn t t  been  h i t .  So  he  knew I  was  aboa rd  sh ip '  so

he assumed that  noth ing had happened to me.  I t  was

a fu1l  week later- - I  th ink the next  Sunday--before

I  go t  o f f  t he  sh iP  to  go  ove r  t he re .

Inc identa l ly ,  a t  th is  t ime,  how many of f icers would

have been aboard the San Francisco? I  would assume

most  of  them usual ly  took of f  on a weekend,  d id they

no t ,  espec ia l l y  t hose  tha t  had  fam i l i es  t he re?

We didn ' t  have i t  was a 1ot  d i f ferent  then than

i t  is  today.  The farn i ly  s i tuat ion then wasn' t  real ly

the  way  i t  i s  t oday .  I f  t he  sh ip  moves ,  t hey ' l l  pack

up bag and baggage and of f  we go,  p lus the fact  that

I t d  say  t he  l a rge  ma jo r i t y  o f  t hem $7e ren ' t  mar r i ed .

Senior  of f icers had thei r  wives over  there,  fami l ies.

But  in  the d iv is ion that  I  was in ,  whlch was composed

of  maybe twenty or  th i r ty  men,  I  dont t  recal - l  o f  a man

having h is  wi fe there.

So a good many of  the of f icers would probably have been

aboard the San Francisco on a weekend?
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Wel1, there would be .  .  wel l ,  those with the duty

and .  especial ly on Sunday morning because those

t ha t  had  been  asho re  .  t he re ' s  s t i l l  no t  a  who le

1o t  t o  do  i f  you  don ' t  l i ve  t he re .  And  i f  you ' re  j us t

go ing  on  l i be r t y ,  you ' re  usua l l y  back .  We  had  a  f a i r

complement  of  personnel  aboard i f  we'd had something to

s h o o t .

I  would assume that  af ter  the at tack was over  Lhat  the

area was one b ig rumor mi11.  What  were some of  the

rumors that  you heard?

Oh, that  the Japanese were going ro invade the is land,

natura l l -y ,  and that  nobody knevi  what  was going on,

which wasn' t  rea1ly a rumor.  I t  was the actual  t ruth.

They f igured that  somethi -ng had to happen.  They wouldn ' t

just  come in there l ike that  and tear  up the th ing and

then  1eave .  So rne th ing  j us t  had  to  happen .

Unfor tunate ly ,  everybody was t r igger-happy.  So

that  n ight  when some of  our  p lanes came in,  why,  they

made a terr ib le mistake of  maki -ng a turn,  and our  gunnery

was much bet ter  than i t  was when the Japanese came by.

Did you wi tness those carr ier  p lanes coming in and being

shot  down? You might  descr ibe th is  inc ident .  I  th lnk

i t ' s  i n te res t i ng  and  impor tan t .

Marce l l o :
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We1l ,  as I  saw Lhem, everyth ing in  the harbor  was

qu ie t .  The re  had  been  spo rad i c  shoo t i ng ,  You  know,

r i f le  shots,  as yout l1 a lways have in a tense s i tua-

t ion l ike that .  We were up topside when these

planes came in.  They came in f rom the entrance to

the harbor .  They had thei r  running l ights on.  They

weren' t  f ly ing very h igh,  and they f lew r ight  down

Batt leship Row. We11,  they were going to land,  and

th is  is  the normal  landing pat tern.  Theytd come in

and then theyrd f ly  down,  and then they would break

of f ,  c i rc le around,  and come in to land.

They were going to be landing where,  Ford Is land?

Ford Is land.  But  unfor tunate ly  they came in,  and

everyth ing was just  s teady and quiet  unt i l  they made

the turn.  The minute they made the turn in ,  a l l  he l1

broke loose.  They r^rere shoot ing wi th everyth ing but

the k i tchen s ink.  Unfor tunate ly '  they were f ly ing so

1ow tha t  t hey  d idn ' t  have  a  chance .  Bu t  t ha t r s  .

aboard ship,  you look af ter  your  ship.  I  know we shot

a lo t  of  our  own planes.

This was later  on in  the war?

Later  on in  the war.  I t  was some of  the best  shoot ing

we  d id  .  r ea l  o roud  o f  i t .
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(Chuckle)  In  the af termath of  the at tack,  how did your

at t i tude toward the Japanese change? Now you ment ioned

that  pr ior  to  the at tack that  some of  your  best  f r iends

were  Japanese ,  and  you  rea l l y  d idn ' t  g i ve  t oo  much

thought  to them.

As far  as the people were concerned that  I  knew, there

! /erent t  any d i f ferences because they were Japanese

l i v i ng  i n  Hawa i i .  They  weren ' t  t o  me  any  d i f f e ren t

than  Po r tuguese  o r  any  o the r  pe rson ,  Ch inese ,  m ix tu res ,

or  what  have you.  Af ter  the war-- in  fact ,  when I  was

work ing for  Texas Inst ruments--we were going to h i re--

or  \ re d id h i re--a Japanese engineer.  I  guess maybe some

o f  t he  peop le  t hough t  t ha t  I  m igh t  be  o f f ended  by  t he

fact  that  .  you know, they thought  that  I  wouldn ' t

want  to work wi th a Japanese engineer.  They rnore or

less asked me how I  thousht  about  i t .  I  to ld them that

i t  d i dn t t  make  any  d i f f e rence  to  me .  I  don ' t  bea r  g rudges

aga ins t  peop le  who  j us t  because  he  happens  to  be  a

J a p a n e s e  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  I t t s  s o r t  o f  s t u p i d  t o  h o l d  a

grudge against  people who never knew what  was going on.

Those  peop le .  .  .  Japanese  peop le  as  such ,  t hey  d idn t t

any more knoru what's going on than you and f do in this

country.  So why should I  have a grudge against  them? To
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needed to be done,

in which you could.

you k i l led,  the

up to that  basic
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