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37 Crockett Neck Road 

Kittery Point, Maine 03905 
May 30,2005 

Admiral Harold W. ( Hal ) Gehman, Jr . 
2005 Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Admiral Gehman, 

I am a student at Shapleigh Middle School in Kittery, Maine. I've lived in Kittery my whole 
life, and have always been associated with the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. Both of my parents work 
there, I went to daycare at the Child Development Center there, as well as to the after school program, 
and still attend the summer camp at the Youth Center on the base. I have so many memories of the 
time I've spent there, bowling, watching movies, and playing outside. I've made many friends over the 
years on the base, with kids that live in Kittery, as well as kids from surrounding towns. 

As you probably know, FINS is the only major military establishment in this area. If it is 
closed, what will kids in this area know about the military besides the wars they see on TV? Younger 
generations won't understand hlly what the military and defense is, and what it does for our country. 

The military already has trouble getting people to volunteer for service. The low commitment 
level will only get worse if all military is taken out of northern New England. Whenever I go on the 
base, I see hard working people -who are happy to be there, doing their jobs. Without the shipyard, I 
wouldn't know about the good jabs the Navy provides, or the great opportunities. I would only know 
the bad parts of war, and the scandals that the media is happy to publicize. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard creates 5,000 jobs for locals in this area. That's far more jobs then 
could be made up for by redeveloping the land PNS is on. Have you heard about The Graying of 
Maine? Maine is now the oldest state in America. Older than Florida, which is where many elderly 
Mainers retire to. By taking awa,y so many jobs, that puts Maine in a worse place. Without jobs, 
young, smart, qualified Mainers won't be able to make a living and stay in the state, never mind 
attracting new business and people to our state. It would devastate the economy of Maine. 

I urge you not to close the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. This community, as well as this state 
and country need Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. Number one in cost, quality, schedule, and safety, PNS 
sets the Navy standard! 

Sincerely, 

$p+ €3- 

Copy to: Other BRAC Commissioners 

DCN: 2252


















