
SHELL4 Y. TAYLOR 

172 4/2 S.J'RINCE ST. #A 
CLOVIS NJM 88l01 
505-768-827 

June 13,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Thank you for this opportunity voice my opinions and concerns in regards to the placement of 
Cannon Air Force Base on the BRAC closure list. First of all, I appreciate your prior service to 
our country, as well as the time and effort you are putting forth as a member of this important 
commission. 

I would like to share with you some of my background information. I am sixty-two years of age 
and have lived in Clovis since January 1990. I came to the High Plains with my husband, 
Halbert F. Taylor, Sr., who had, prior to our marriage, been a Civil Service employee. My 
husband had a long and succerssful career working for the Air Force, which began with his 
training at Cherry Point, North Carolina when he was just eighteen years of age, and continued 
for 37 years. He raised his family while working for the Air Force and traveled the world with 
the troops as a jet propulsion specialist. He was stationed in England for six years and when he 
returned to the States was assigned to Cannon and from there was transferred to McChord Air 
Force Base in Tacoma, Washington where we met and where he retired in 1987. We came to 
Clovis in January 1990 where he still maintained a residence and where we continued to enjoyed 
his retirement for ten wonderfill years. My husband passed away in February 2000. I continue 
to live in Clovis and began a career as a paralegal eight months after my husbands death, at the 
age of fifty-eight. Clovis and the surrounding community has been very good to me. I have lived 
in Clovis for fifteen years and have made it my home. Our story is just one illustration of the 
people in this community who owe so much to Clovis and Cannon Air Force Base. 
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I have confidence that you will take your duties as a BRAC commissioner very seriously and 
consider all of the factors involved in your decision. I am also confident that Cannon will be 
recommended for removal from the BR4C list after you have weighed all of the information at 
your disposal. The past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and 
peacekeeping duties shows the value and importance of Cannon. No other major Air Force Base 
has a better combination of flight weather, airspace, little electromagnetic interference, 
excellent air traffic control and suitability for flight training. In regards to the encroachment 
issue, we do not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis-High Plains area. There 
will be a huge economic impact on the local community and a great cost expense in regards to 
the recent privatization of housing for Cannon personnel and also with the relocation expense of 
the equipment and personnel. 

Thank you for allowing my input in this matter and I look forward to hearing your commission's 
recommendation that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. 

f 
Shelia Y. Taylor 






































