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June 13,2005 

BRAC Commission 
General Lloyd W. Newton 
2521 South Clark Street Suitle 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico 

Dear General Newton: 

Thank you in advance for this opportunity to share my feelings in regards to the placement 
of Cannon Air Force Base on the BRAC closure list. I know that you are quite overwhelmed at this 
point with various information and data which has to be reviewed for you to fulfill your duties as a 
commission member. I also appreciate all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to 
perfonn your commission duties. 

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three 
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from 
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father's first job as a civil 
engineer from Texas Tech Universitywas with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom 
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an 
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My 
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil 
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the 
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just 
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner. 

This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has 
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. I had a chance back in 1998 to go 
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I 
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found 
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such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C. 
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far 
as receiving an undergraduale degree in agricultural economics before attending law school. 
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave 
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area. 

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC 
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. I 
am also confident that Canno'n will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you 
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking 
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks 
for itself. However, I challen.ge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better 
combination of flight weather., great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic 
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do 
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area and to date whenever the 
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee 
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to 
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately thereafter is of great value to 
our military, not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and 
should be factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the 
local community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for 
Cannon personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your 
commission's recommendation that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact 
me if you have any questions or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in 
order for you to fulfill your duties as a BRAC Commission member. 

Sincerely, - 4 k  
MARION TY RUTTER 
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