
June 11, 2005 

Dear Mr. Bilbray, 

Melinda Boddy 
' 1051CR311 

Clovis NM 88101 

The town of Clovis is anxiously awaiting the visit of some of your BRAC 
commissioners in the ne:xt few weeks. I hope this is a chance for your 
group to express their opinions as well as hear our community speak for 
and with the members of Cannon Air Force Base. 

I have lived in Clovis for 5 years and been visiting the community for over 
10. My husband grew up here and watched Clovis change from a remote 
farm community to a growing city. The constant in this town has always 
been the air base, it is a vital part of the community. I know that your 
commission was formed not to look at the cities surrounding the facilities, 
but I think in this case it is vital to do so. 

Yes, Cannon is a relatively small facility. Did you know that OUR tax 
dollars just paid to rebuilld the runway, build a new fire station and a new 
control tower? I find it maddening to spend my tax money and then have 
government officers come in and tell us the base is lacking and will close. 
That tax money was well spent if the facility is in use. Look around when 
you come here and see how much space there is for expansion at 
Cannon. Many bases are encroaching highways, homes, businesses, as at 
Luke AFB, but not here. 

My husband and I own a  mobile home and RV park, directly across the 
highway from the housing. We have a stake in this too, our business will 
suffer. No, I do not have Ito lay off or fire employees, but our income 
feeds our family, clothes our children. The school that I work for and that 
my children now attend is under the threat of being closed since we 
average 70 percent military enrollment. I hear of government programs 
to help the businesses, bu~t what about a small business like mine? Who 
is looking out for OUR interest in this. 

I would like you to go into Clovis, eat lunch at a local restaurant, look 
around at all the uniformed soldiers eating in our establishments, 
shopping in our stores, praying in our churches. Cannon is a vital part of 
our community, we value them as citizens, as patrons, as friends and 
neighbors. Please don't look at us as a statistic on a piece of paper, look 
into the faces of our community, not just the buildings and land that 
surround the base. 

We pray for wisdom and G~ods will, I hope that your commission does the 
same. Thank you for your time, Melinda Boddy 
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