
Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Bilbray; 

First of all let me thank you for the service you have performed for our nation in the past 
as member of the House of Representatives and currently as member of the BRAC 
Commission. I realize that many times positions of this type place you in positions where 
it is almost impossible to please the people you are sworn to serve. 

At this time I believe that a unique opportunity has presented itself. As you are aware 
Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, New Mexico has been slated for closure by the 
Pentagon. I believe that this closure would be a mistake not only the Air Force but also a 
very bad thing for the community it is connected to. Having watched several hours of the 
hearings before the BRAC commission members on C-Span I am of the opinion that the 
Pentagon based its recommendation on flawed and incomplete information and that if the 
information used had been complete and accurate a different conclusion would have been 
arrived at. Additionally a contemplated closure of Cannon would work an extreme 
hardship not only on the communities of Clovis and Portales but also on the cities of 
Amarillo and Lubbock, Texas. 

Statistics I have heard indicate that around 21% of our local economy (Clovis/Portales, 
New Mexico) are dependant on the present location of Cannon and that perhaps as high 
as 10% of the economy of Amarillo, Texas. Additionally, Cannon offers Air Force pilots 
the opportunity of nearly unrestricted supersonic air space with very close proximity to 
the Melrose range. Instead of having to fly hours and hundreds of miles to reach the 
range, a flight of less than ten minutes places the pilot on location ready for training. 

In conclusion; we as a community have worked very hard to foster a relationship with 
military members and have purposehlly integrated them into the community. My guess 
is that there are very few local communities that have worked as hard as we have to make 
military families feel wanted and welcome as we have. It would be a shame to have that 
long term good will destroyed when there is an alternative. 
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