
I.' ;p 1 " "' 
L , 1 --- 

241 East Plaza Drive 0 61 0 2 01,ad; 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 1 0 1 
May 24,2005 

Mr. Philip E. Coyle 111 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Coyle: 

I am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 
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even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war tom countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enouh  - on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to worry about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
worries of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Govemment than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, o w  community has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well being of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 
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Clevis, New Mexico 88 10 1 
May 24,2005 

Rep. James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

I am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 



even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war torn countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enougfi on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to wony about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
worries of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Government than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, our community has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well being of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 



24 1 East Plaza Drive 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 10 1 
May 24,2005 

Rep. James Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Bilbray: 

1 am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 



even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war tom countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enou& on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to worry about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
womes of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Government than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, our cornunity has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well being of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 



Clovis, New Mexico 88 10 1 
May 24,2005 

Air Force Gen. Lloyd W. Newton 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Newton: 

I am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 



even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war tom countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enouh  on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to worry about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
womes of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Government than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, our community has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well being of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 



24 1 East Plaza Drive 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 10 1 
May 24,2005 

Mr. Samuel K. Skinner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Skinner: 

I am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 



even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war tom countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enounh on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to worry about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
worries of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Government than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, our community has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well being of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 



24 1 East Plaza Drive 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 101 
May 24,2005 

Adm. Harold W. Gehman Jr. 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Gehman: 

I am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 



even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war tom countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enouh  on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to worry about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
womes of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Government than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, our community has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well beiig of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 



24 1 East Plaza Drive 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 10 1 
May 24,2005 

Army Gen. James T. Hill 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

I am writing to the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base, 
Clovis, New Mexico. It has been pointed out by several publications that 
this round of base closing has more to do with politics than it does with the 
security of the country or the efficiency of the Military. This makes me both 
sad and angry, because I would like to think that the welfare of the people 
comes before the welfare of the politicians. The politicians do not live on 
the level of normal citizens. They are in the higher up class of society and I 
tend to think that they do not realize the consequences of their actions, either 
to the military personnel or to the communities involved. 

I believe that it would be a great loss to the military and to the safety 
and security of our country, if Cannon Air Force Base was to close. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of 
about 3 1,000, and there is very little industry. Most of the businesses are 
small locally owned businesses, with some franchise business, but they are 
few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be 
devastating to this small community and surrounding areas. The closing 
would send this community into a recession due to the income the base 
generates into the community. 

I cannot fathom what your thinking could cause this community upon 
your decision of the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. The cost of closing 
and relocating the base, plus all air force military personnel, in my opinion, 
would be so much more then what it would be if you did not close Cannon 
AFB. 

Plus, if you close the base, what is to happen to the base facilities and 
base housing that has been built in Clovis and the surrounding communities? 
Will facilities just be allowed to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will 
the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until the lease expires or is there 



even a lease? Just on the base alone, there are acres and acres of housing 
and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years, not counting 
the housing built within Clovis and surrounding communities. The 
possibility of all these facilities just sitting there unoccupied, is a major slum 
waiting to happen! Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off, 
pretend that everything is okay and leaving everything to go to ruin. 

What about the military people that are stationed at CAFB, that are 
fighting to protect our country in war tom countries, what are they supposed 
to think. Don't they already have enou& on their minds, defending our 
country, without having to wony about whether the base where they and 
their family are stationed, will close, and their family will have to be moved 
while they are out protecting our country! Will they have to add to their 
womes of whether the military will have to construct additional facilities at 
another base to accommodate them and their families? Meanwhile Cannon 
falls down around us? How could this possibly be less expensive for the 
Government than using what is already available? Where military personnel 
are already established in the facilities provided to them at Cannon Air Force 
Base! 

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, I ask that you and all the members 
of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis and the surrounding communities 
to see first hand what you are proposing. It is a great concern to this area 
that Cannon remain in operation. This part of New Mexico already has a 
high rate of unemployment, and I feel this should be one of the 
considerations before a final decision is made. It seems extreme that we 
should suffer the highest rate of personnel and job loss of any place in the 
entire United States. 

Because of Cannon Air Force Base, our community has grown in 
leaps and bounds, not only in businesses, but also in community relations. 
Base personnel have become family, one of us. They have become members 
of our community, church families, and schools. Without them, part of our 
family unit will be missing. 

Please reconsider your decision. May God bless you in your 
discerning process of making wise decisions for the well being of our 
community and our country. 

Yours Truly, 

Mrs. Magdalena Maes 


