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Growing up, I had a difficult time reading, writing, and speaking properly. When I was three 

years old, I was diagnosed with a developmental delay, a condition that makes processing and 

understanding information extremely slow-paced. Over the years, I was diagnosed with multiple 

learning differences.      

 

As someone who is a visual learner and in an environment that is predominantly based on verbal 

and auditory teaching strategies, I had a difficult time in the public education system. From this 

experience, I deduced that the path to success in the public education system is narrow and 

systematically prioritizes traditional students over those with differences. The choice of the word 

“difference,” instead of the commonly used term “disability” is intentional, as the term disability 

refers to limitation. By embracing disability, one also embraces limitation. The public-school 

system reinforced this idea of limitation, but through a better understanding of myself I have 

learned to choose not to view myself within limitations placed on me by others.   

 

My work represents my personal experience with having learning difference’s such as Dyslexia, 

ADD, Auditory Processing Disorder, and others. I create pieces that reflect my thoughts, 

experiences, and the obstacles that I face daily. I utilize materials obtained from school desks as 

memories that reflect on the long periods of time we spend sitting at desks in classrooms, during 

which we discover how to process information. To articulate these experiences, I create marks 

and drawings on recycled pieces of school desks. These marks indicate equations, words 

spelling, and information that mimics symbols from my own learning experience. Through the 

inclusion of hidden stones and drawings I integrate positive associations and humor.  

 

I incorporate pieces of school desks and other classroom references in wearable jewelry in order 

to encourage conversation, connect openly with others, and spread awareness about learning 

differences. The desks reference memory of surfaces and how they are tied to shared experiences 

that include gum, doodles, and scratches on the surfaces. For example, my brooch titled ADD 

uses these materials to relay my memories to a particular audience; one that can relate to learning 

difficulties. My work is intended to change opinions and educate people further about learning 

differences. 

 

The humorous component throughout the pieces helps me understand how I react to the 

classroom environment, which can be an overwhelming combination of voices, sounds, and 

movements. The distractions make retaining complete information from the teacher difficult and 

learning in this setting challenging. Small bits of information are collected rather than whole 

ideas. The drawings are a way to visually record how I experience my surroundings and what 

information I might retain. In these drawings, the complexity, unease, and energy I feel internally 

can be expressed in visual form. In addition, this helps me cope with the frustration I feel in this 

controlled environment. 
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Karl Fritsch challenges the concepts of traditional jewelry by disrupting the ideas of perfection. 

He questions if the material or stones still have meaning or value for the wearer once they have 

been tampered or altered. Similarly, in my work I use materials that challenge the ideas of 

traditional values in jewelry. Recycled school desks carry new meanings once they are altered 

and tampered with. This process includes writing messages, graffiti, scratching symbols, and 

placing gum and stickers onto the desks. By using a widely recognized material that relates to 

education and learning environments, this work speaks to viewers who have gone through 

similar school experiences and have a learning difference. These strive to help educate those who 

thrived in the traditional public-school setting.   

 

Judith Scott is an outsider artist who uses fibers and mixed materials in her work. In overlapping 

and highly layering these various materials, she hides valuable objects within the pieces. Her 

work is about her relationship with her twin and her surroundings. In my early work, I hid 

precious stones into overlapped textures. I now make pieces about my experience in education 

while having a learning difference; in these pieces, I hide stones, chewed gum, and stickers. As 

these elements are hidden from the viewer and not seen right away, once they are seen the piece 

is viewed and valued differently. This questions if the value relationship of the piece changes in 

a positive or negative perspective based on the material hidden. By using these unconventional 

materials, I elicit different viewer responses in the same way that people who, when made aware 

of my learning disorder, perceive me differently. These works inform my relationship to my 

surroundings and the understanding of myself. 

 

 

Jeremy Fish is an illustrator creating a variety of bold, anime-influenced characters. These 

illustrations tell stories and communicate to the viewer through a plethora of engaging characters 

and bold symbols. Similarly, I use illustration in my work to create an environment of daily 

thoughts and experiences from my learning differences. These illustrations incorporate 

references to disability, historical imagery, and use recurring symbols such as the fool, skeletons, 

monsters, asylums, and medical views on learning differences. I have created a cast of characters 

that give awareness to disability history and social views. (add more here) 

 

My next body of work will focus on the issues that surround employment opportunities for 

people with disabilities, both historically and in the present time. I plan on researching and 

exploring this concept in depth for my future work, which will include creating wearable 

sculptures, small scale jewelry and brooches that will be photographed on the body of 

individuals who struggle in this environment. To further these ideas, I hope to contextualize 

learning disabilities by understanding other individuals’ experiences. I wish to reach a wider 

audience that has different stories than my own, to connect with others, and be a part of a larger 

community. As I continue my work, the concepts may shift and change; but it will always center 

around understanding learning disabilities. 
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Title: Place here for a reason  

Materials: School desk, black spinel, powder coated, sterling silver, steel, pencil, sharpie, color sharpie, 

stickers 

Size: 2.75 x 3 x 1.25 

Year: 2019  
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Title: Perceived differences 

Materials: school desk, sterling silver, powder coated, sharpie, color pencil, stickers, copper  

Size: 3.4 x 3.9 x 0.8  

Year: 2019 
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Title: The Fool 

Materials: Morganite, school desk, powder coated, steel sharpie, color pencil, sterling sliver  

Size: 3.4 x 3.3 x 0.8  

Year: 2019 
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Title: Forbidden Fruit  

Materials: School desk, ruby, powder coated, sterling silver, color sharpie, steel, color pencil  

Size: 3.9 x 4.3 x 0.5  

Year: 2019  
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Title: Nemesism 

Materials: School desk, sterling silver, morganite, thumbtack, color pencil, sharpie, powder coated, steel 

Size: 3.2 x 2.2 x 0.7 

Year: 2019 
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Title: Cyan Adderall  

Materials: Sterling silver, school desk, zircon, sharpie, sticker, steel, color sharpie  

Size: 3.6 x 2.9 x 0.6  

Year: 2018 
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Title: Atychiphobia  

Materials: School desk, powder coated, sterling silver, sharpie, color pencil, brass, eraser, steel  

Size: 4.2 x 3.1 x 1  

Year: 2019  
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Title: Sqaure 

Materials: chalk, powder coated, steel 

Size: 2.3 x 2.4 x 1.6  

Year: 2019  

  



12 

 

Title: Radom chalk  

Materials: Chalk, powder coated, steel  

Size: 1.6 x 2.2 1.6  

Year: 201 
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Title: Grave 

Materials: School desk, powder coated, steel, sharpie, color sharpie  

Size: 1.8 x 1 x 0.8  

Year: 2019  
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