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“Agrarian folk-horror” (Carroll, 2016)

• A combination of classic Gothic conventions, folk tales, rural setting, 

and the landscape of the American South.

Cullen Bunn (writer of Harrow County)

• “I think reaching adulthood can be a pretty scary time. You’re seeing a 

side of the world you are unfamiliar with, or maybe you had 

expectations in your mind that are getting dashed by the truth. Maybe 

you’re seeing your parents in a different light, too. Maybe they aren’t 

so “superhuman” as they once were. They have faults and failings. 

You’re being cast out into the world and you have to figure out how to 

make it on your own. It can be very unsettling.” (Delhauer, 2015) 

• “As for what scares me the most…The idea of something happening to 

my kid haunts me.” (Carroll, 2016)



“haunt”, n.

• a habitual practice, custom, or 
usage

• the practice of frequenting a 
place

• a place of frequent resort or 
usual abode

• often a den or place frequented 
by animals or criminals

• a spirit supposed to haunt a 
place; a ghost

Oxford English Dictionary 
(www.oed.com)

“haint” or “hant”, n.

• a mid-southern variation on “haunt”, 
esp. in African-American 
communities

• refers to a ghost or an imaginary 
animal or monster, often used in 
folktales

• sometimes used to tease or frighten 
outsiders, or to warn children and 
make them behave

• connection to folk tales and 
storytelling traditions

Dictionary of American Regional English 
(www.daredictionary.com)

http://www.oed.com/
http://www.daredictionary.com/


“Her earliest memories were of 
the taste of freshly turned earth 
and the bleating of goats. 
Sometimes…when Emmy woke 
from a bad dream…a dream of 
the tree and the awful things 
hidden beneath its roots…she 
could almost feel the grit of dirt 
on her tongue. She could almost 
hear the bestial screaming in her 
ears. It was the echo of 
nightmares. Of haints. She could 
not see them, but she knew they 
were there. Wrapped in shadow, 
they crowded close to the bed, 
watching her. Countless haints.”

—Harrow County #1, May 2015



Emmy and her “haints”



Gothic home



The double and the maternal gothic



“Tales of Harrow 
County”

• Provide 
background and 
echoes of the 
main narrative

• Expand the 
landscape of 
Harrow County

• Create a fictional 
“community” of 
storytellers



Essays
• Non-fictional, 

autobiographical 
stories by 
contributors

• Often 
confessional in 
nature

• Reveal personal 
traumas & 
anxieties 
connected to 
main narrative



Letters
• Reader-

submitted 
“ghost stories”

• Reflect both 
gothic 
narratives and 
confessional 
dynamic

• Create an 
expanded 
community of 
storytellers



“On the path to adulthood, the things that define you as a child 
slowly fall off the truck. Bit by bit, you lose the little joys and your 
innocent perspective on life that you are gifted with as a kid. The one 
thing that remains throughout your adulthood, though, is fear…in 
fact, they may even get stronger—fears that have become twisted 
and deformed by the reality of age…Thanks for making me think 
about what fear is again—where it comes from and how it grows, 
silently, in the unconscious.”—Kevin, Harrow County #7, November 
2015

“I hadn’t thought of it until now, trying to think of a scary memory to 
send in to Harrow County….if you think about it, you rarely know the 
full scoop, and this felt like just the beginning (or end) of a terrible 
string of events. Maybe that’s why ghost tales are as elusive as their 
ghosts. Because we come in on them midtelling, plot points of 
bizarre vengeance without a backstory, outrageous and fleeting acts 
stretching over a long history of forgotten ground.”—Jessy, Harrow 
County #8, December 2015

“My mother said I was a fighter. She swore I felt lighter when she 
picked me up afterward. I can’t say I believe the story, but I definitely 
owe thanks to the ghost baby, one way or the other. I survived. And 
we made it safe to America because of what happened; at least that’s 
how I look at it.”—Jason, Harrow County #11 (April 2016)
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Thank You!
Please send questions or thoughts to:

john.martin@unt.edu
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