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What 1s “outreach”?

& Identifying and engaging new library users
& Promoting library services, resources, and spaces

®

® Encouraging creative uses of the library and its resources

®



A popular genre enjoying a renaissance

A multi-disciplinary, multi-media art
form

An emerging area of scholarship for
many faculty & students

Important cultural work: gender, race,
sexuality, religion, diversity & inclusion,
censorship, etc.
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https://library.unt.edu/events/2017/04-09-bam-pow-boom-comics-library/
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A two-hour discussion about comics
history, theory, cultural implications,
teaching, and scholarship.

The event attracted over 60 attendees,
including faculty, students, staff, and
librarians.

Comics in the Academy Panel Discussion

e Dr. Spencer Keralis, University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign

e Dr. Marshall Needleman Armintor, UNT, English

e Dr. Jason Helms, TCU, English

e Dr. Samantha Langsdale, UNT, Philosophy & Religion
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U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Public Health Service National Institutes of Health
DHEW Publication No. (NIH) 72-330




PREPAREDNESS 101:
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U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
Centers for Disease

= | Control and Prevention




overnment documents as Graphic Novels
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Return to ECL Service Desk
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Conversation with Sommer Browning: Comics as Poetry
(June 2017)

Film Screenings: Wonder Women: The Untold Story of American
Superheroines; The Spiral Cage (Fall 2017)

Hosted National Library of Medicine’s “Graphic Medicine:
I1I-Conceived and Well-Drawn!” exhibit & panel discussion

(January 2018)

Graphic Novel Collection Enhancement Project (2018-19)


https://library.unt.edu/events/2018/01-29-graphic-medicine-ill-conceived-and-well-drawn/
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Graphic Novel Collections

Graphic Novels have grown in popularity in all types of libraries. These Graphic |

highlight some of the best, most popular titles for all readers, along with great titl.

graphic novels. Find titles for your pleasure readers, writers and creators, and pop cuf
aficionados. Please note not all titles are appropriate for youth, and not all titles are available in all v W

territories.

starters and standalone graphic novels and comics. Inclu C ‘ %
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Ongoing Comics Outreach

University Libraries UNT

Comics Studies at UNT EST. 1890
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https://blogs.library.unt.edu/comics/
https://blogs.library.unt.edu/comics/2019/01/23/309/
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https://www.facebook.com/untcomics/?view_public_for=331535454020081
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192558687996907/
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FALL 2019

FALL 2019 | TR 11-12:20 | ENGL 4150 TS 4855 TR 11-12:20
Dr. Joanna Davis-McElligatt ) o

Instructor:

I WAS NOT ALONE IN FAJILING TO GRASP
THE SYMBOLIC FUNCTION OF LITERATURE.

Dr. Bryan Conn

YOU MEAN, LIKE...
HEMINGWAY DID THAT

This class will investigate the transactions between serious
literary fiction and a medium long regarded as its antithesis,
comics, Questions pursued will include: How and why have
some comics creators aftempted to inculcate a literary
sensibility in their works? Alternatively, how and why have
some literary writers incorporated the history and
conventions of comics into their texts (and even themselves
scripted comics)?

bryan.conn@unt.edu

How do literary theory and eriticism work in the discipline of English
as interpretive strategies, as ways of reading? Find out as we
explore Teni Morrison's Beloved alongisde philosophers and eritics in
Julie Rivkin & Michael Ryan's Literary Theery: An Anthelogy (3rd ed). ‘
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For further details, email Dr. Conn:
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Comics Studies: Introduction

Home / Guides / Comics Studies / Intreduction

Researching Comics | Collections & Exhibits

Thoughts on comics
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ﬂ.
%Vl/\hp\rxé "Some people are worried about the future of comics and some people are busy building it. That latter group are my heroes."--Gail Simone

Check This Out!

 Failing Sky (a graphic novel
by Scout Tran-Caffee)
An innovative web-comic by
the artist Scout Tran-Caffee
that was a 2014 and 2015
Eisner Award Nominee.

DHQ Special Issue: Comics
as Scholarship

September 2015 issue of
DHQ (Digital Humanities
Quarterly) devoted to
"Comics as Scholarship”.

Scholarly Communication Librarian

What is Comics Studies?

Comics studies Is a field of academic research focused on comics and sequential art, including comic boaks,
comic strips, cartoons, graphic novels, animation, digital media, and film. Comics studies can include the
theory, history, philosophy, aesthetics, or cultural relevance of comics, as well as the industrial production,
marketing, and collection of comics or comic art. Comics studies may draw on scholarship from a broad
range of disciplines including history, literary studies, media and communication studies, art & art history,
sociology, linguistics, philosophy, business & marketing, library & information science, or legal studies
(particularly in regard to first amendment & censorship issues). Since the 1990s, comics studies has
developed into an active field of scholarly research, with a number of books, journals, conferences, and
programs devoted to the topic.

0On the following pages, you'll find resources for scholars, students, librarians, comic creators or collectors,
and others interested in the study of comics and related art forms.

For more on comics studies, see:

Lee Konstantinou, "Comics Studies Comes of Age” (Chronicle of Higher Education, 2/19/17)

Yasco Horsman, "The Rise of Comic Studies” (Oxford Art Journal, 1/22/15)

Christopher Murray, "Comics Studies has been undervalued for too long” (The Guardian, 2/18/15)
Laura Sneddon, "An Introduction to Comic Studies” (CBR.com, 10/3/11)

b University Libraries
UNT
L

Comics Studies: Researching Comics

Thoughts on comics

Home Guides Comics Studies esearching Comics

P ™S "The format of the comic book presents a montage of both word and image, and the reader is thus required to exercise both visual and verbal interpretive
P Mi’é skills. The regimens of art (eg. perspective, symmetry, brusth stroke) and the regimens of literature (eg. grammar, plot, syntax) become superimposed
upon each other. The reading of the comic book is an act of both aesthetic perception and intellectual pursuit."--will Eisner

Comics Studies Resources @UNT Databases and websites Citing & Writing

Anime and Manga Research Circle--a group for scholars, students, or Comic Art in Scholarly
Writing: A Citation Guide (by

Allen Ellis)

. E Comics Studies
Resources @UNT
A convenient handout listing
some places to get started
on researching comics at
the UNT Libraries

fans of anime and manga

Comic Book Database--an online user-created database of comics, graphic

novels, manga, and other related materials. Lists of Terms for Comics

Studies (Andrei Molotiu)

Comic Book+: Offers downloadable digital, public domain copies of Golden

and Silver Age comic books far reading or research.
Subject Headings

Books Comics Research Bibliography: This is an international bibliography of
Suggested Subject Headings

comic books, comic strips, animation, caricature, cartoons, bandes
These are just a few of the
comics-related books in the
UNT Library. Please try the
"Suggested Subject Headings"
in the right-hand column to
search for other comics

studies materials in our library.

dessinees, and related topics. (by Doug Campbell)

Comic books, strips, etc.
ComicsResearch.org: Comics scholarship annotated
Comic Books Strips Etc History

And Criticism

bibliographies. primarily covers book-length works about comic books and
comic strips, from "fannish” histories to academic monographs, providing

detailed information and guidance on further research. Cartoons and comics

Comic strip characters

Digital Comic Museum--an online archive of public domain Golden Age
Comic strip characters in motion

pictures

comics

jr'nm“" Comic Books



https://guides.library.unt.edu/comics-studies
https://guides.library.unt.edu/comics-studies/research

Discussion

& What other ways might comics & graphic novels be used in
outreach or education?

& What other media or types of materials might be included in this
kind of outreach?

& What are the particular advantages to using popular collections
this way?

& What challenges or obstacles do you see 1n doing this kind of
outreach at your institution?



Thanks!

Thanks to the many colleagues, students, and staff who have
contributed to all our comics studies activities, especially our
Comics Studies Reading Group and blog contributors, our panel
discussion participants, exhibit contributors and visitors, the faculty

who teach comics, and the students and fans who read and love
Comics.

Special thanks to Dr. Spencer Keralis, our collaborator on all of
these projects!
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