
1 
 

 

Promoting Partnership and Interdisciplinarity for LIS Education 
 

(Panel proposal: https://mirs.unt.edu/ ) 

 

Introduction 

 

As a mission, higher education institutions aspire to achieve leadership in each discipline, 

strengthen interdisciplinary studies, and pioneer new fields of learning. In recent years, 

professional societies such as Association for Information Science and Technology 

(ASIS&T), Association for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE), and iSchools’ 

iConferences have provided forums in which information scholars, researchers, educators, and 

professionals could share their insights on the ever-expanding horizon in the field of library and 

information science. This panel aims to serve as another platform where such conversations 

continue to take place at a local level.  

 

Founded in 2008, the College of Information (COI) at the University of North Texas consolidated 

two existing academic units: the School of Library & Information Sciences and the Department of 

Learning Technologies. The Linguistics Program joined the College of Information in 2014. As a 

proud iSchool member, the College of Information houses a variety of academic programs in 

information science, library science, computing and technology systems, linguistics, learning and 

cognition, and human performance. The college evolves continuously establishing new degrees as 

needed to advance the information field, and prepare students to meet the information challenges 

of the 21st Century. 

This panel brings together diverse stakeholders to explore the current landscape shaping the future 

of information, language and power in a global and digital world.  The following panelists will 

offer their perspectives on partnership, interdiciplinarity, new challenges, as well as new 

opportunities for LIS research.   

 

https://mirs.unt.edu/
https://www.asist.org/
https://www.alise.org/
https://ischools.org/the-iconference/
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 Dr. Daniel Alemneh – Head, Digital Curation Unit of the UNT Libraries and also Adjunct 

Professor at COI,   will moderate the discussions of this panel. For the past 15 years, Dr. 

Alemneh has been actively involved in various professional activities including serving on 

the ASIS&T Board of Directors. As a proponent of open access and faculty member who 

is serving both the University Libraries and College of Information, Dr. Alemneh will also 

analyze some of the collaborative research between the UNT-Libraries and COI faculty 

members, together with sample topic areas addressed by doctoral dissertation research in 

which library faculty are involved in as members of doctoral dissertations committees. 

 

 Mark Phillips – Associate Dean for Digital Libraries at UNT Libraries: Mr. Phillips will 

discuss UNT Libraries’ experience in collaborating with COI colleagues and providing a 

real world environment for COI students to practically experience the intersection of 

people, technology, and information. Mr. Phillips will also note the benefits of UNT’s 

Libraries’ local, state-wide, national, and international projects, ranging from harvesting 

UNT websites, to the Texas Register archive established through a partnership with the 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State, to the End-of-Term Presidential Harvest (EOT) and 

International Internet Preservation Consortium (IIPC), a global network of experts 

archiving the web for future generations. All these active and ongoing high profile projects 

provide a wealth of data and research questions to be investigated. 

 

 Dr. Oksana Zavalina – Associate Professor, Department of Information Science, College 

of Information. The curriculum is the best barometer to reflect the changes and challenges 

LIS field face today. Dr. Zavalina will discuss the evolving academic programs and 

professional events, as well as research projects that foster synergies between library and 

information science and other related disciplines (data science, linguistics, etc.) to address 

these challenges. She will also talk about and collaborations between LIS educators and 

practitioners in preparing modern LIS professionals through practice-based learning, and 

discuss some research areas enabled by the availability of data (including metadata) 

collected as part of this collaboration.  
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 Dr. Alexis Palmer – Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, College of 

Information. Dr. Palmer has been an active researcher and educator in linguistics, 

computational linguistics, and natural language processing for the last 15 years, with a 

particular focus on developing language technologies for less-studied, lower-resourced, 

and endangered languages. Dr. Palmer will discuss some of the following topics: working 

in an inherently interdisciplinary field, with all of its challenges and rewards; the potential 

of language technology to contribute to improving access to information and education for 

previously-marginalized populations; reasons why language technology has so far been 

dominated by research on a small number of the world's many languages; strategies for 

adapting current machine learning methods to handle more languages, more domains, and 

more styles of text; the role of computational linguistics in digital humanities; and why 

every graduate student should learn a bit of programming. 

 

 Dr. Rose Baker – Assistant Professor, Department of Learning Technologies, College of 

Information. The preparation for careers in science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM) is changing to include advances in technology such as 3D printing, 

virtual reality, mixed reality, and mobile technologies. The use of machine learning and 

artificial intelligence is making personalized learning environments more common. Dr. 

Baker will present the thinking behind the implementation of STEM education and how it 

is preparing students to address the complex and wicked problems of the future. 
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