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Editor’s Foreword

This issue begins with a “big picture” look at the field of near-death 
studies from lead-author Saharnaz Loseu, M.S., and a research team 
at the University of North Texas. With a grant from the International 
Association for Near- Death Studies, the team updated the online 
Near- Death Experiences: Index to the Periodical Literature available 
at www.iands.org and then used the nearly 900 scholarly articles pub-
lished between 1885 and 2011 to identify publication rates over the 
125 years as well as most productive publication venues and authors, 
most cited articles, and most- and least-addressed topics in the field 
of near-death studies. Among other things, the emerging profile in-
dicates that the field is expanding and also remains in need of ad-
ditional research attention to particular topics related to near-death 
experiences (NDEs).

Next is an article focused on the very specific topic of terminology 
for a particular type of case in which, during an NDE, the experiencer 
encounters someone deceased whom the experiencer did not know had 
died. Bringing his non- Western perspective to the subject, Japanese 
academic Masayuki Ohkado, Ph.D., critiques use of the term “Peak in 
Darien” on the basis not only that it is highly culture-bound and, thus, 
not accessible or meaningful to non- Western researchers, but also that 
it represents a fundamental error of interpretation. He offers more 
appropriate alternative terms in the hope that future researchers will 
shift to using those terms instead.

The next two contributions are Brief Reports—a category of article 
in which the authors provide tantalizing results from research involv-
ing limited methodology, indicating areas deserving of further more 
strictly-designed research. In this case, the Reports are two follow-up 
studies of an article that Allan L. Botkin, Psy.D., published in this 
Journal in 2000. There he reported for the first time in the scholarly 
literature his discovery of using Eye Movement Desensitization and 
Reprocessing to facilitate psychotherapy clients’ experiences of after-
death communication and, consequently, to help reduce their distress-
ing symptoms of grief. In the first of these Reports, Mo Therese Han-
nah, Ph.D.; Botkin; and two co-authors provide an analysis of outcome 
from 71 of Botkin’s Induced After- Death Communication (IADC) cli-
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ents over 8 years. In the second, Botkin and Hannah provide results 
of a survey of client outcomes from 15 therapists Botkin trained in 
IADC. Together these Reports indicate the promise of IADC as a 
process that therapists can learn to use successfully and that offers 
unique benefits to grieving clients.

Next, counselor educator Cecile Brennan, Ph.D., favorably reviews 
Julia Assante’s (2012) book The Last Frontier: Exploring the Afterlife 
and Transforming our Fear of Death. In perhaps the most powerful 
possible endorsement, Brennan discloses that although she would not 
have reviewed the book if it had not been “assigned” to her by the 
Journal’s assistant editor for media reviews, Ryan Foster, she found 
her worldview beneficially transformed by the book and is glad it was 
“forced” onto her. 

This issue closes with a Letter to the Editor from JoseLuis Sando-
val about an intriguing experience in which he interviewed a scientist 
who had a spontaneous experience of encounter with a deceased entity 
at the La Fonda Hotel in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Sandoval reflects on 
the scientific and personal significance of such phenomena and their 
relationship to the field of near-death studies. 

As ever, it is my hope that readers find this array of articles, with foci 
ranging from the macro to the anecdotal, stimulating and enriching.
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