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Editor’s Foreword

The predominant theme of this issue of the Journal is education about 
NDEs. To date, researchers on this topic have focused primarily on 
education of two populations: healthcare providers and undergradu-
ates. The two articles that open this issue follow suit, making further 
contributions to these two bodies of knowledge.

In the first article, Saharnaz Loseu, PhD, LPC, NCC, and I report 
on the study she conducted for her dissertation research at the Uni-
versity of North Texas. As a professional counselor who, during pur-
suit of her doctoral degree, specialized in counseling implications of 
transpersonal phenomena—those involving the transcendence of the 
usual personal limits of space, time, and identity, such as near-death 
experiences (NDEs)—Loseu learned about the harm that healthcare 
providers have sometimes done by adverse responses to their patients’ 
and clients’ NDE disclosures. She wanted to do something that might 
reduce this harm. Fortunately for her, Roberta Moore had recently 
produced a DVD-based educational package, Near-Death Experience: 
What Medical Professionals Need to Know, and gave Loseu permis-
sion to use the DVD for her study. The outcome of Loseu’s educational 
intervention—statistically and practically significant improvement 
in participants’ knowledge and attitudes about NDEs—points to the 
intervention as a very promising tool to educate counselors—and po-
tentially other healthcare professionals—enabling them to fulfill their 
most fundamental ethical obligation to do no harm.

In the second article, Natasha Tassell-Matamua, PhD, and Nicole 
Lindsay, BA, report on their study of the effects of an NDE educa-
tional package on undergraduate psychology students’ knowledge and 
attitudes about NDEs at Massey University in New Zealand. Follow-
ing some previous research on NDE education with undergraduates, 
Tassell-Matamua and Lindsay used as the basis for their interven-
tion the BBC documentary The Day I Died: The Mind, the Brain, and 
Near-Death Experiences, which was reviewed in this Journal in 2006. 
Like other researchers on NDE educational interventions, Tassell-
Matamua and Lindsay found many positive effects, contributing yet 
more evidence of promising interventions to increase students’ knowl-
edge and improve their attitudes about NDEs.
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Serendipitously, the next article, a Media Review, ties back to the 
first article in this issue: Psychiatrist Rebecca Valla, MD, reviews 
Robert Moore’s DVD-based educational package, Near-Death Experi-
ence: What Medical Professionals Need to Know. Finding little to criti-
cize and much to praise in this package, Valla endorses it as a valu-
able resource for the education and continuing education of a variety 
of healthcare professionals.

Finally, in a departure from the predominant theme of this issue, 
Linda Smith, JD, PhD, LPCC, reviews Josie Varga’s 2017 book, A Call 
From Heaven: Personal Accounts of Deathbed Visits, Angelic Visions, 
and Crossings to the Other Side. She reports that Varga ambitiously 
attempted to present a fairly comprehensive range of transpersonal 
deathbed phenomena. Weighing strengths and weaknesses of the 
book, Smith comes out on the side of endorsing it, especially for people 
less familiar with the extensive scholarship on these phenomena who 
are seeking an introductory overview of their various forms.

This issue may be of particular interest to educators and to re-
searchers of educational interventions regarding NDEs. Yet for 
NDErs and anyone else with a stake in the improvement of knowledge 
and attitudes about NDEs among both the population in general and 
healthcare providers in particular, it provides additional evidence of 
effective ways to move that agenda forward. It hopefully will inspire 
further movement in that regard.
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