
May 25,2005 

The Honorable Samuel Skinner 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner: 

We wanted to take this opportuility to bnng to your attention intormation in Volume 1 V 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C- 1 1 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendations into any ccn te~ t  requested hy the Cnmmiscion, we hpr l  that ynu will requect 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http://www.inaine. ~ov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChange.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

Susan M. Collins 
United States Senator 

Tom H. Allen 
Member of Congress 

~ F c h a e l  H.- Michaud 
Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehrnan, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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May 25,2005 

General Sue Ellen Turner 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Turner: 

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention information in Volume 1V 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C-1 1 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-20 1 1. the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
i.cc,3E, ,,, -I ,llual.iv,l,, ...A,.L:,-.-..- :E:C . =y cm?ext req::ester! by the Cnmn?isrion: we hope that you will request 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
htt~://www.maine.gov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAre~efinitionsChan~e.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

Susan M. Collins 
United States Senator 

Tom H. Allen 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehman, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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Congress of tbe Hniteb States 
lI@lae'bington, BQL 20520 

May 25,2005 

The Honorable James Bilbray 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray: 

-- 7 w e  wanted to laice tiis opporiuniry ro bring LO your attention i~iforrnation in Voiume IV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C-11 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendations into any context requested by the Commission, we hope that you will request 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http://www.maine.~ov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsCh~ge.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

Tom H. Allen 
Member of Congress 

~ i c h a e l  HI Michaud 
Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehrnan, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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(aongreee o f  the Uniteb States 
fBNabbington, BC 20520 

The Honorable Anthony Principi 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

7 . 7  w t: warlteci LO take d ~ i s  ~ p p ~ t u n i c y  LU i ) ~  ;ilg [U your aileniiol~ inhrma~ion ii: Voiume IV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C-11 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendations into any context requested by the Commission, we hope that you will request 
amended information from the Navy that 'demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http://www.maine.gov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChmge,html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

Tom H. Allen 
Member of Congress 

~ i c h a e l  H. Michaud 
Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehman, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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May 25,2005 

The Honorable James Hansen 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention information in Volume IV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C-1 1 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in teims cf the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms ofjobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
lecorr,r~xnciaiions ill10 any context requesred by silt: Coi~m~ission, we hope h a t  you ~ i i i  requesi 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http://www.maine.gov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChange.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

s Tom H. Allen 

Member of Congress 

United States Senator 

Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehman, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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Congress of tbe Nniteb States  
Wae'bington, B(n: 20510 

May 25,2005 

General Lloyd Newton 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Newton: 

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention information in Volume IV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C- 1 1 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Bruriswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendarims into any colnexl requested by the C ~ ~ ~ i s s i o l l ,  we hope iha~ you wiii requesi 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, informat'ion about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
httr,://~~~.maine.~ov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChanqe.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

TO$ H. Allen 
Member of Congress 

~ i c h a e l  H. Michaud 
Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehman, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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May 25,2005 

General James Hill 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill: 

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention information in Volume IV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C-11 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in t em~s  of the Portland-South Poi-tland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of ~Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendations into any contexi requested by the Commission, we hope that you wili request 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http:llwww.maine.~ovllabor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChmge.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

Tom H. Allen 
Member of Congress 

Michael H . - ~ i c h a u d  
Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehman, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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May 25,2005 

The Honorable Phillip Coyle 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention information in Volume IV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C- 1 1 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-20 1 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portland- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms of jobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendations into any cmtext rcqi~ested by the Cornmissinn, we hope that yw will requitst 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you and your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http://www.maine.p;ov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChan~e.html. 
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We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

Tom H. Allen 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehman, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 
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Admiral Harold Gehman 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Gehman: 

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention information in Volume TV 
of DoD's Base Closure and Realignment Report regarding Brunswick Naval Air Station 
(BNAS). The supporting documentation, particularly in regard to the estimated economic impact 
of realigning BNAS, can be noted on page C- 1 1 of the Navy's Analyses and Recommendations. 

The Navy's report notes that, over the period of 2006-201 1, the realignment of BNAS 
would result in a reduction of 4,266 jobs in the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which would account for 1.29 percent of employment in the MSA. In 
describing the local impact of the loss of 4,266 jobs in terms of the Portland-South Portlani- 
Biddeford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), DoD included Brunswick in an MSA of which it 
is not a part. In fact, according to the definitions of Maine's labor market from the Maine 
Department of Labor, Brunswick is an independent Labor Market Area (LMA), defined by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics as, "an economically integrated geographical area 
within which workers can reside and find employment within a reasonable distance or can 
readily change employment without changing their place of residence." Since Brunswick is not 
a part of the Portland-South Portland-Biddeford MSA, the Navy significantly underestimated the 
economic impact of realignment at BNAS in terms ofjobs lost on the regional economy. 

As the Pentagon has testified that it is willing to put the economic impact of its BRAC 
recommendations into any coniext requested by the Commission, we hope that you will request 
amended information from the Navy that demonstrates the truly detrimental effect the proposed 
realignment would have on the Brunswick LMA. We expect that closer scrutiny of the local 
market job loss on the Brunswick LMA will show that the impact would be vastly higher than 
the conservative estimate of 1.29 percent. 

We would be happy to work closely with you m d  your staff in order to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission is receiving accurate data from DoD. Given the enormity of DoD's 
recommendation for BNAS, it is crucial that the Pentagon be honest with the Commission by 
providing data that represents the true economic impact of its proposals. As an additional 
resource, information about Maine's labor market definitions can be accessed at 
http://www.maine.~ov/labor/lmis/LaborMarketAreaDefinitionsChange.html. 



We appreciate all of your hard work in ensuring that the Pentagon's recommendations 
were formulated fairly, openly, and objectively. As you conduct your review, we hope that you 
will investigate this particular error of great concern to Maine and our nation. 

Sincerely, 

Susan M. Collins 
United States Senator 

Tom k. Allen 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

cc: Sec. Anthony Principi, Chairman, 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission 

Hon. James Bilbray, Member 
Hon. Phillip Coyle, Member 
ADM Harold Gehrnan, USN (ret), Member 
Hon. James Hansen, Member 
Gen. James Hill, USA (ret), Member 
Gen. Lloyd Newton, USAF (ret), Member 
Hon. Samuel Skinner, Member 
Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (ret), Member 


