
May 13,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

North Carolina and military personnel based in the State have played an essential role in 
the War on Terror and we proudly consider our State to be the most military friendly in 
the Nation. We applaud the work of the Secretary of Defense to reduce excess capacity 
at military bases across the United States and to realign the Armed Services, both 
domestically and globally, for the 2 1 st Century. 

From the tactical air forces at Seymour Johnson and Pope Air Force Bases to the 
Airborne and special forces groups based at Fort Bragg to the expeditionary Marines 
based at Camp Lejeune New River and Cherry Point to the crucial depot operations at 
NAVAIR Cherry Point, North Carolina has contributed mightily to national security by 
preparing our war fighters for their missions. 

North Carolina communities have also embraced these military bases by purchasing land 
for joint use, building roads and other infrastructure, expanding in-state tuition for 
military personnel, and making the transition of military spouses smoother. Additionally, 
each base is supported by an active community support group led by community leaders 
and officials. Military retiree and veterans populations are growing as fast as, if not 
faster than, any other state in the country because of the quality of life and community 
support that North Carolina provides. 

The addition of the U.S. Forces Command to Fort Bragg is to be commended. This 
garrison is reinforced as the Army's premier power projection platform on the East 
Coast. The impact and effect of the suggested changes at Pope Air Force Base will 
require continued study and consideration. As America's first response force, it is 
essential that the 82nd Airborne have sufficient airlift capability in order to deploy 
around the world when called upon. 

The proposed reduction of the mission at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point and the 
transfer of the 7th Special Operations Group from Fort Bragg are disappointing. The 
civilian workforce at Cherry Point is extraordinary in its ability to overhaul aircraft or 
provide medical treatment. The 7th Special Operations Group is integral to Fort Bragg 
which is "Home of the Airborne and Special Operations." It is critical to have 
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operational units at the U.S. Army Special Operations Command Headquarters and 
training site. We will review these recommendations and the data upon which they were 
based and reach out to the Commission to make our concerns known. 

We look forward to the Commission visiting each of North Carolina's affectedbases. 
We will work with the Commission in the coming months and would regard it as an 
honor to host and facilitate visits by Commission members to our State. 

The BRAC process is necessary to make our Armed Services more efficient and fiscally 
responsible and we are confident that the Commission will carefully consider the 
Secretary's recommendations. 

Sincerely, 

 ena at or Richard Burr 
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Representative ~ a l t e r y .  Jones 
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fiepresentative G.K. Bu erfield 

~ie~resentative  id Price 

cc: The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Mr. Ph1 Grone 
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