
July 29,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman - Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

On July 19,2005, the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission added 
the Defense Language Institute (DLI) to the list of facilities under consideration for 
closure or realignment. 

We understand from statements made by the Commissioners and staff analysts 
when that motion was passed that the Commission's intent is to review the most optimal 
locations for the DLI, along with the Navy Postgraduate School and the Air Force 
Institute of Technology, to include areas not limited to Monterey, California. 

In 1995, the Department of the Army proposed that the DL1 relocate to Utah as 
part of BRAC deliberations. This had followed an Army recommendation during the 
1993 BRAC round to close and relocate the DL1 facility from Monterey. 

The State of Utah offers existing military infi-astructure, pools of highly-qualified 
linguists, unmatched advanced language programs at local universities, and lower 
operating costs in support of the DL1 mission. At present, the DL1 has a robust and long- 
standing relationship with the Utah National Guard. For example, the 300th Military 
Intelligence Brigade (Linguist) is a key component of the Utah National Guard and the 
only unit of its kind in the Department of Defense, and continues to be greatly utilized in 
the Middle-East and elsewhere. The Brigade has six battalions across the country and is 
responsible for the language training of more than 1,300 linguists. Two battalions are 
located in Utah, and its members are qualified in more than 30 languages. This is only 
one example of the critical role Utah and its military assets play in DoD's language 
mission. 

We believe there is merit in having the Commission consider the possibilities of 
relocating the DL1 to Utah, coupled with the transfer of the Navy Postgraduate School to 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, along side the Air Force Institute of Technology at that 
location, which could result in greater efficiencies and cost-savings, and would allow for 
the redevelopment of very valuable and costly real estate in the Monterey area. 
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Therefore, we request that the Commission examine the potential of relocating 
DL1 to Hill AFB, or another suitable location in Utah. We believe that the Hill AFB 
location would allow for adequate force protection of DL1 facilities, easy access to 
Interstate Highways, airports, and other transportation systems, as well as military quality 
of life opportunities already on-base. However, other equally suitable locations in Utah 
for a DL1 mission might include existing Army property at Camp Williams or at Fort 
Douglas near the University of Utah campus. 

Specifically, we request that the Commission run the "move DL1 to Utah" 
proposition through conducting a full COBRA analysis to assess its initial viability and 
cost-effectiveness. 

As time is very short, please advise us of your consideration of this request, and 
how we might be of further assistance. 

Respectfully, 

Onin G. Hatch 
, 4 2 2 5 7 6  

Robert F. Bennett 
United States Senator United States Senator 

Rob Bishop 
Member of Congress 


