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Welcome to this World Dance Alliance Global Assembly performance. The choreography 
you will see this week reflects the Assembly’s theme Dance/ Diversity/ Dialogue: Bridging 
Communities and Cultures.  
 
The World Dance Alliance was initiated in Hong Kong in 1990 with the founding of the 
Asia Pacific region to serve as a primary voice for dance and dancers throughout the 
world, to encourage the exchange of ideas, and to promote the awareness of dance in all 
its many forms. The Americas joined the Alliance in 1993, Europe in 1997, and an Alliance 
is under development in Africa.  
 
Global Assemblies are normally held in alternate years, hosted by one of the three 
regions. Previous Global Assemblies have taken place in Seoul, Essen, Philadelphia, 
Tokyo and Dusseldorf. This is the first time a Global Assembly has been held in Canada. 
For this occasion, each region was invited to nominate four companies to perform during 
the Assembly. Canadian dance artists were solicited through an application process. 
During the week, you will have the opportunity to see a broad spectrum of dance forms 
performed by dancers representing a wide range of ages and physical abilities. 
 
Through Global Assemblies, the World Dance Alliance facilitates international exchanges 
and encourages dialogue among all people in dance. Over 22 countries are represented 
by participants attending the Assembly, including dancers, choreographers, educators, 
researchers, writers, presenters, administrators, artistic directors, and others. 
 
I hope you enjoy the performances and the opportunity to make new friends from around 
the world. 
 

Mary Jane Warner 
Chair 

WDA Global Assembly 2006 
 
 

 



Momentos  
Choreography:  Jorge Amarante 
Dancers:  Natalia Saraceno, Silvia Grun, Silvina Vaccarelli, Laura Cucchetti,  Lucas Coria,  
 Jorge Amarante 
Music:  Jorge Amarante 
 
This ballet is focused on the search for new aesthetics and shades of our urban art, Tango. This is 
accomplished through the fusion of contemporary dance and traditional Tango dance, achieving a 
wider range of expression and body mobility, emphasizing the different sentimental values of our 
music that have reflected and accompanied us through the years. Tango is beautiful urban music. 
Moreover, it is the life of the inhabitant of the Rio de La Plata who keeps suffering misfortune and 
happiness. This ballet tries to capture such moments of the life of the “porteño man” (man from 
Buenos Aires) in a contemporary urban setting. Tango is passion, anguish, love, joy, courage, 
doubt, consternation, truth, and sadness. These words synthesize the romanticism that our tango 
inspires in us. In an effort to capture this tradition, we start a new journey in search of the new and 
unknown, getting to a new phase of Tango, in the city of Buenos Aires.  
 
Surdance Ensemble (Argentina) 
Surdance Ensemble was created in 2003, after intensive choreographic research carried out at the 
Colon Theatre Choreographic Workshop, which takes place annually in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
The company is made up entirely of soloists and principal dancers from the Colon Theatre Ballet 
Company. Their goal is to master a wide choreographic range and to present in each performance 
its own well-defined aesthetics. The ensemble's repertoire, choreographed by director Jorge 
Amarante, deals with issues that lead audiences to reflect. They have performed at the Festival 
Ciudad Abierta 2003 and at the San Martin Cultural Center in the 1st Buenos Aires Independent 
Dance Festival organized by Prodanza Institute, both supported by the Municipal Department of 
Cultural Activities in Buenos Aires. In March 2004, they performed in the Festival Verano Porteño  
organized by the Fundacion Konex.  
 
Sponsored by Management of Cultural Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs International Commerce and 
Culture of Argentina 

______ 
 
 
 
in the letters of my name 
Choreography:   Holly Small and Sashar Zarif 
Dancer:   Sashar Zarif 
Music:   Holly Small, John Oswald, Sashar Zarif 
  
Holly Small and Sashar Zarif collaborated on this project based on the 38 letters of Sashar’s full 
name which consists of six different names in three different linguistic origins of Arabic, Persian, and 
Azerbaijani. A synthesis of dance, music and story telling, this solo revisits episodes of Sashar’s life 
as a young boy surviving a revolution, a war, and a refugee camp. In this autobiographical work in 
progress, his powerful performance relives the gamut of emotions from tenderness to humor to 
heartbreak.  

World Dance Alliance Global Assembly Performances 
 
Chair of the WDA Global Assembly   Mary Jane Warner  
Performance Committee    Carol Anderson and Terrill Maguire, co-chairs;  

Holly Small, Sashar Zarif, Vivien Moore 
Graphic Designer    Tamara Tomic-Vajagic 
Publicist     Mary-Lou Schagena 
 
 

Sandra Faire and Ivan Fecan Theatre 
 
Fine Arts Performance Facilities  
 
Director      Cameron More 
Front of House and Coordinator 
      of Box Office Services   Scott Rennick 
House Manager     Sandra Crijenica 
 
Technicians and stagehands supplied by Fine Arts Performance Facilities 
 
Thanks to 
The World Dance Americas and the local organizers of this Assembly extend thanks to Dean Phillip 
Silver and members of the Dean’s Office staff for their assistance, especially Brigitte Kleer for 
ongoing advice and help with many aspects of the Assembly. Thank you to the Department of 
Dance staff members Louise Malisani and Vidya Prajapati for their outstanding support and their 
ability to juggle many tasks at once.  
 
Thanks also to Mark Chambers, Department of Music; to Selma Odom and other Dance faculty 
members who assisted with many of the tasks to bring this Assembly to fruition; to student 
assistants Nadia Halim, Heather Hurtubise, Linda Leowinata, and Vivien Moore for their consistent 
support; and to our many volunteers for their time, energy and enthusiasm. 
 
Thank you to Harbourfront staff members Kristine German and Kerri MacDonald, who shared their 
knowledge of programming and found additional performance opportunities for some of our dance 
artists. We also extend thanks to the many funding agencies who generously provided support for 
this ambitious project. 
 
Special thanks are extended to Amy Bowring, President of the Society for Canadian Dance Studies, 
who generously offered to co-partner this event; without her support the Assembly would not have 
been possible. Thanks to Frederick E. Warner for copy editing, patience and support for the past 
two years of planning. Finally, a thank you to Grant Strate for his advice, wisdom and guidance 
throughout the entire planning process 
 
 



Production Staff 
 
 
Producer: Mary Jane Warner 
Mary Jane Warner is a full professor and chair of the Department of Dance, York University. She 
has taught courses in ballet, history, repertory, movement analysis and dance education as well as 
holding several administrative positions at York. She is the author of Toronto Dance Teachers: 1825 
– 1925, and with Selma Odom, she published Canadian Dance: Visions and Stories. She holds a 
SSHRC grant to document the work of several of Canada’s senior contemporary choreographers 
through notation and videography. She is a member of the board for the World Dance Alliance 
Americas, and chair for this sixth WDA Global Assembly.  
 
 
 
Artistic Coordinator: Holly Small 
Holly Small is an award-winning choreographer, performer, writer and teacher with an inter-
disciplinary perspective encompassing dance, music, theatre and new media.  Recent projects 
include a chamber work for gamelan and dance created for the York Dance Ensemble; an inter-
active video and dance collaboration with Don Sinclair; and a dramatic solo for Azerbaijani dancer 
Sashar Zarif.  Current projects include "Night Vision: Nyx" a work for three dancer/musicians, as well 
as a collaboration with John Oswald incorporating dance, music and morphing video projections. 
Small is the recipient of numerous choreographic grants and awards including a Millennium Award 
from the Canada Council and the UCLA Woman of the Year Award.  She has been on the faculty in 
the York Dance Department for 18 years and was recently promoted to full professor. 
 
 
 
Production Manager & Lighting Designer: Arun Srinivasan 
Arun designs for dance, theatre, music, and special events. He has worked extensively in Toronto’s 
arts and entertainment industry with various artists, including Robert Desrosiers, Danny Grossman, 
Peter Chin and Claudia Moore. Productions have taken him to Ukraine, Malaysia, Singapore, India 
and across North America. In 2003, he was nominated for a Dora Mavor Moore Award for 
Outstanding Lighting Design. When not in the theatre, he can be found at the park on the monkey 
bars with his wife and kids. Arun is a member of the Associated Designers of Canada. 
  
 
 
Stage Manager: Ruthann Drummond 
Ruthann is a graduate of York’s Dance Program, with a completed minor in Theatre 
Production/Design. She has worked as stage manager, set designer and lighting designer on  
productions in the Dance and Theatre Departments at York, as well as assistant designer and stage 
manager for several companies and theatres in Toronto including Toronto Dance Theatre, Factory 
Theatre, Theatre Passe Muraille, and the Elgin Theatre. Ruthann loves all elements of performance 
production, and will continue her work offstage and on for years to come. She is excited to be 
working with the World Dance Alliance this summer. 
 
  

Sashar Zarif Dance Theatre 
Sashar Zarif is a multi-disciplinary artist based in Toronto, Canada. He received his formal training in 
performing arts from the Azerbaijan Conservatory of Music and Dance and was awarded the 
honorary title of “Artist for People of Azerbaijan.” He has studied Bharatanatyam, Uzbek, Tadjeek 
and Persian dance forms. He is the founder and artistic director of the Canadian Joshgoon 
Academy of Azerbaijani Dance and the Sashar Zarif Dance Theatre. For the past 5 years, he has  
toured Europe extensively, performing and teaching master classes in Germany, Norway, Spain, the 
Czech Republic and Azerbaijan. In 2001, he founded Dancers for Peace, a Toronto festival of 
ritualistic dance. 
 

   
 
Sashar Zarif – In the letters of my name  photo by Karen Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recycle (And So What?) 
Choreography:  Peter Palacio 
Dancers:  Beatriz Velez, Luis Viana 
Music:   Mauricio D`Leon 
 
A reflection between mankind, the environment and industrial process. 
 
Thanks to the Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Colombia; Promigas-Compañía de Empaques; Formacol; 
Teatro Metropolitano de Medellín 

  
Danza Concierto  (Colombia) 
Founded in 1990, Danza Concierto is the company in residence at the Metropolitan Theater in 
Medellin, Colombia. An interdisciplinary group of Colombian artists and creators, they investigate 
the roots of their culture. Their innovative work has taken them around the world to different art 
events as cultural ambassadors of Colombia.  
 
 
 

INTERMISSON 
 
 
 
OLYMPICS (selections) 
Choreography:            Liou Shaw-Lu 
Lighting Designer:       Fang Kuo-Yien 
Company Director:  Yang Wan-Rung  
 
 
1.Breakthrough 
Dancers:  Liou Shaw-Lu, Wang Hsien-Ping, Lin Chih-Yuan 
Music:   “Force Majeure” from Tangling Dream 
 
 
2.Weaving in and out 
Dancers:  Wang Hsien-Ping, Tsai Chia-Chun, Tu I-Ju, Chen Chia-Wei, Chen Mei-Ju, Tan  

Hui-Tzu, Lin Chih-Yuan 
Music:   Régis Renouard Larivière, Futaie 
 
 
3. Circle Dance  
Dancers:  Tu I-Ju, Chen Chia-Wei, Wang Hsien-Ping, Tsai Chia-Chun, Chen Mei-Ju, Tan  

Hui-Tzu, Lin Chih-Yuan, Liou Shaw-Lu 
Music:   Johann Pachelbel, Canon 
 
 

Through the pleasure and potential of body movement, Olympics presents dance as a sports event. 
The scantily dressed dancers smear themselves with baby oil and dance on top of a transparent, 
frictionless plastic carpet. The dancers turn and leap like splendid gymnasts, wade elegantly like 
graceful water ballerinas, glide smoothly like professional skiers, and pause in moments of stillness, 
resembling modern statues. However, more significantly, Olympics is based on Liou’s philosophy of 
uniting the three elements central to his dance: Ch’i, a Chinese term generally translated as breath, 
body and mind.  
 
Olympics received the "Award for Innovation in the Performing Arts" from the Ludwig Foundation in 
Germany in 1997.  

 
Tai Pei Dance Circle (Taiwan) 
Taipei Dance Circle was founded in 1984 by Taiwan-born dancers Liou Shaw-Lu and Yang Wan-
Jung. Since its inception, the company has expanded the horizon of modern dance in Taiwan, 
progressing from showing traditional styles of Chinese dance to developing its own unique style. 
During a performance viewers are greeted by the familiar fragrance of baby oil, and then quickly 
captivated by the mystic movements of nearly nude, oil-coated dancers. Glistening bodies are 
layered one on top of another, then transform into other startling shapes. Graceful glides and spins 
burst into tumbles and flips in an exhibition of extraordinary body control. Taipei Dance Circle has 
been steadily catching the attention of critics and audiences in Taiwan, Asia-Pacific, the United 
States and Europe. In 1998, Liou was honoured with the second annual Literary and Arts Award by 
Taiwan’s National Culture and Arts Foundation.  
 

________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note: Latecomers will be admitted during a suitable break at the discretion of management. The use of 
cameras or other recording devices is not permitted. Patrons are reminded to please turn off watch alarms and 
cell phones for the duration of the performance. With the exception of water, no food or beverage is permitted in 
the theatre. Smoking is permitted outside university buildings only. 
 


