
 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. George Cogswell 
President & Publisher 
Abilene Reporter-News 
P. O. Box 30 
Abilene, Texas 79604 
 
Dear George: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Tony Morris 
Publisher 
Alice Echo-News 
P. O. Box 1610 
Alice, Texas 78333 
 
Dear Tony: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Les Simpson 
Publisher 
Amarillo Globe-Times 
P. O. Box 2091 
Amarillo, Texas 79166 
 
Dear Les: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Michael Laosa 
Publisher 
Austin American-Statesman 
P. O. Box 670 
Austin, Texas 78767-0670 
 
Dear Mike: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Cliff Clements 
Editor & Publisher 
The Baytown Sun 
P. O. Box 90 
Baytown, Texas 77522 
 
Dear Cliff: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Aubrey Webb 
Publisher 
The Beaumont Enterprise 
P. O. Box 3071 
Beaumont, Texas 77704 
 
Dear Aubrey: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Suzanne Reed 
Publisher 
Big Spring Herald 
P.O. Box 1431 
Big Spring, Texas 79721-1431 
 
Dear Suzanne: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Charles Moser 
Editor & Publisher 
The Banner-Press 
P. O. Box 585 
Brenham, Texas 77834-0585 
 
Dear Charles: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. R. Daniel Cavazos 
Publisher 
The Brownsville Herald 
P. O. Box 351 
Brownsville, Texas 78522 
 
Dear Daniel: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Robert W. Brincefield 
Publisher & Editor 
Brownwood Bulletin 
P. O. Box 1189 
Brownwood, Texas 76804 
 
Dear Bob: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. G. William Crist 
Associate Publisher 
Brownwood Bulletin 
P. O. Box 1189 
Brownwood, Texas 76804 
 
Dear Bill: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Donnis Baggett 
Publisher 
Bryan-College Station Eagle 
P. O. Box 3000 
Bryan, Texas 77805 
 
Dear Donnis: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Kay Helms 
Publisher 
Cleburne Times-Review 
P. O. Box 1569 
Cleburne, Texas 76033-1569 
 
Dear Kay: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Bill Cornwell 
Editor & Publisher 
The Brazosport Facts 
P. O. Box 549 
Clute, Texas 77531 
 
Dear Bill: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Robb Reeves 
Publisher 
Conroe Courier 
P. O. Box 609 
Conroe, Texas 77305 
 
Dear Robb: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Patrick J. Birmingham 
President & Publisher 
Corpus Christi Caller-Times 
P. O. Box 9136 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 
 
Dear Patrick: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Bob Dennis 
Publisher 
Corsicana Daily Sun 
P. O. Box 622 
Corsicana, Texas 75151 
 
Dear Bob: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Nuel Cates 
Publisher 
Daily Commercial Record, Inc. 
706 Main 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
 
Dear Nuel: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. James M. Moroney III 
Publisher & CEO 
The Dallas Morning News 
P. O. Box 655237 
Dallas, Texas 75265 
 
Dear Jim: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Joe San Miguel 
Publisher 
Del Rio News-Herald 
2205 Bedell Ave. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
 
Dear Joe: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Bill Patterson 
Publisher 
Denton Record-Chronicle 
P. O. Box 369 
Denton, Texas 76202 
 
Dear Bill: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Ray Stafford 
President & Publisher 
El Paso Times 
P. O. Box 20 
El Paso, Texas 79999 
 
Dear Ray: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Wesley R. Turner 
President & Publisher 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
P. O. Box 1870 
Fort Worth, Texas 76101 
 
Dear Wes: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. David Scott 
Publisher 
Gainesville Daily Register 
P. O. Box 309 
Gainesville, Texas  76241 
 
Dear David: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Dolph Tillotson 
Publisher & Editor 
The Galveston County Daily News 
P. O. Box 628 
Galveston, Texas 77553 
 
Dear Dolph: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Doug Hardie 
Publisher 
Valley Morning Star 
P. O. Box 511 
Harlingen, Texas 78551 
 
Dear Doug: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Noble Welch 
Editor/Publisher 
Henderson Daily News 
P. O. Box 30 
Henderson, Texas 75653-0030 
 
Dear Noble: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Sarah Morin 
Publisher/CEO 
Daily Court Review, Inc. 
6807 Wynnwood 
Houston, Texas 77008-5023 
 
Dear Sarah: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Tom Morin 
President/COO 
Daily Court Review, Inc. 
6807 Wynnwood 
Houston, Texas 77008-5023 
 
Dear Tom: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Jack Sweeney 
President/Publisher 
Houston Chronicle 
P. O. Box 4260 
Houston, Texas 77210 
 
Dear Jack: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Rex Maynor 
Publisher 
The Huntsville Item 
P. O. Box 539 
Huntsville, Texas 77342 
 
Dear Rex: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Greg Shrader 
Editor & Publisher 
Kerrville Daily Times 
P. O. Box 291428 
Kerrville, Texas 78029-1428 
 
Dear Greg: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Terry Gandy 
General Manager 
Killeen Daily Herald 
P. O. Box 1300 
Killeen, Texas 76540 
 
Dear Terry: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. William B. Green 
Publisher 
Laredo Morning Times 
P. O. Box 2129 
Laredo, Texas 78044-2129 
 
Dear Bill: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Glenn McCutchen 
Publisher 
Longview News-Journal 
P. O. Box 1792 
Longview, Texas 75606 
 
Dear Glenn: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Stephen A. Beasley 
Publisher 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
P. O. Box 491 
Lubbock, Texas 79408 
 
Dear Steve: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Gary Borders 
Publisher 
Lufkin Daily News 
P. O. Box 1089 
Lufkin, Texas 75902-1089 
 
Dear Gary: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Richard Stone 
Publisher 
The River Cities Daily Tribune 
P.O. Box 10 
Marble Falls, Texas 78654 
 
Dear Richard: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Phil Latham 
Publisher & Editor 
Marshall News Messenger 
P. O. Box 730 
Marshall, Texas 75671 
 
Dear Phil: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. M. Olaf Frandsen 
Publisher 
The Monitor 
P. O. Box 3267 
McAllen, Texas 78502-3267 
 
Dear Olaf: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Scott Wright 
Publisher 
The Courier-Gazette 
P. O. Box 400 
McKinney, Texas 75069 
 
Dear Scott: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Lynnette Copley 
Publisher 
The Mexia Daily News 
P. O. Box 431 
Mexia, Texas 76667 
 
Dear Lynnette: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Charles A. Spence 
Publisher 
The Midland Reporter-Telegram 
P. O. Box 1650 
Midland, Texas 79702-1650 
 
Dear Charles: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Mel Rhodes 
Publisher 
Mineral Wells Index 
P.O. Box 370 
Mineral Wells, Texas 76068 
 
Dear Mel: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Karla Deluca 
Publisher 
Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel 
P. O. Box 630068 
Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-0068 
 
Dear Karla: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Doug Toney 
Publisher 
Herald Zeitung 
P. O. Box 311328 
New Braunfels, Texas 78131-1328 
 
Dear Doug: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Patrick S. Canty 
Publisher 
Odessa American 
P. O. Box 2952 
Odessa, Texas 79760 
 
Dear Pat: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Eric Bauer 
Publisher 
The Orange Leader 
P. O. Box 1028 
Orange, Texas 77631-1028 
 
Dear Eric: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Gary Connor 
Publisher 
Palestine Herald-Press 
P. O. Box 379 
Palestine, Texas 75802 
 
Dear Gary: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Mike Graxiola 
Publisher 
The Paris News 
P. O. Box 1078 
Paris, Texas 75461 
 
Dear Mike: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Gordon Gallatin 
Publisher 
The Pasadena Citizen 
P. O. Box 6192 
Pasadena, Texas 77506 
 
Dear Gordon: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Sandra Aven 
Publisher 
Plainview Daily Herald 
P. O. Box 1240 
Plainview, Texas 79073 
 
Dear Sandra: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Glenn Stifflemire 
Publisher 
Port Arthur News 
P. O. Box 789 
Port Arthur, Texas 77641-0789 
 
Dear Glenn: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. David T. Lyons 
Editor & Publisher 
The Herald Coaster 
P. O. Box 1088 
Rosenberg, Texas 77471-1088 
 
Dear David: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Robert Aguilar 
President & Publisher 
San Angelo Standard-Times 
P. O. Box 5111 
San Angelo, Texas 76902 
 
Dear Bob: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Stephenson 
President & Publisher 
San Antonio Express-News 
P. O. Box 2171 
San Antonio, Texas 78297-2171 
 
Dear Tom: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Luz Moreno 
Managing Director 
Rumbo de San Antonio 
115 E. Travis St., Suite 800 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
 
Dear Luz: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Michael Mueck 
Publisher 
San Marcos Daily Record 
P. O. Box 1109 
San Marcos, Texas 78667 
 
Dear Mike: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Neice Bell 
Publisher 
The Seguin Gazette-Enterprise 
P. O. Box 1200 
Seguin, Texas 78156-1220 
 
Dear Neice: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. John P. Wright III 
Publisher 
Sherman/Denison Herald Democrat 
P. O. Box 1128 
Sherman, Texas 75091 
 
Dear John: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Roy McQueen 
Publisher 
Snyder Daily News 
P. O. Box 949 
Snyder, Texas 79550 
 
Dear Roy: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Rochelle Stidman 
Publisher 
Stephenville Empire-Tribune 
P.O. Box 958 
Stephenville, Texas 76401 
 
Dear Rochelle: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Scott Keys 
President & COO 
Sulphur Springs News-Telegram 
P. O. Box 598 
Sulphur Springs,, Texas 75483 
 
Dear Scott: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. David King 
Editor & Publisher 
Taylor Daily Press 
P.O. Box 1040 
Taylor, Texas 76574 
 
Dear David: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mrs. Sue Mayborn 
Publisher 
Temple Daily Telegram 
P. O. Box 6114 
Temple, Texas 76503-6114 
 
Dear Sue: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Bill Jordan 
Publisher 
The Terrell Tribune 
P. O. Box 669 
Terrell, Texas 75160 
 
Dear Bill: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Buddy King 
Publisher 
Texarkana Gazette 
P.O. Box 621 
Texarkana, Texas 75504 
 
Dear Buddy: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Nelson Clyde III 
President & Publisher 
Tyler Morning Telegraph 
P. O. Box 2030 
Tyler, Texas 75710 
 
Dear Nelson: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Nelson Clyde IV 
Associate Publisher 
Tyler Morning Telegraph 
P. O. Box 2030 
Tyler, Texas 75710 
 
Dear Nelson: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. John M. Roberts 
President & Publisher 
The Victoria Advocate 
P. O. Box 1518 
Victoria, Texas 77902 
 
Dear John: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Michael Vivio 
Publisher 
Waco Tribune-Herald 
P. O. Box 2588 
Waco, Texas 76702-2588 
 
Dear Mike: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Neal White 
Publisher 
Waxahachie Daily Light 
P. O. Box 877 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165 
 
Dear Neal: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Mike Thornberry 
Publisher 
Weatherford Democrat 
512 Palo Pinto Street 
Weatherford, Texas 76086 
 
Dear Mike: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers



 
 
 
 
September 8, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Darrell Coleman 
President & Publisher 
Wichita Falls Times Record News 
P. O. Box 120 
Wichita Falls, Texas 76307 
 
Dear Darrell: 
 
Planning has begun for the 2007 legislative session that begins in January.  As the 
first-time chairman of the joint TDNA/TPA Legislative Advisory Committee, I wanted to 
let you know what is going on and how you might be able to help. 
 
The top issues for the Texas newspaper industry in 2007 will be revising the law on 
newspaper “hawkers,” passing a journalists’ shield law, passing legislation to make all 
recorded votes on substantive issues mandatory, amending the new business tax and 
passing a bill to make the selection of school superintendents more open.  We will also 
be watching open records and open meetings issues to make sure there is no chipping 
away at open government.  
 
We will be meeting with state leaders in the coming months to discuss these issues and 
make our case for open government.  The first Legislative Advisory Committee meeting 
is scheduled for December 7 in Austin. 
 
You can help us with the LAC by letting me know if you or someone on your staff would 
like to serve on the committee.  We will be meeting in Austin every two weeks through 
March during the session to decide the newspaper industry’s position on specific bills 
that are filed.  We’ve had a good mix of TDNA and TPA newspapers, along with 
editorial and business side folks, during past sessions. Any help you can give in serving 
or designating a staff member to serve would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to working with you on these important issues.  Please let me know any 
time you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred B. Hartman 
LAC Chairman 
Hartman Newspapers
 


