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Daf 
Choreography:  Ida Meftahi 
Dancer:  Ida Meftahi 
Music:   Ardeshir kamkar 
 
Daf  is one of the most ancient frame drums in Asia and North Africa.  The piece is inspired by the 
story of Daf and the way it has survived in history. The Daf players live, play and die and the players 
change, but one thing remains the same, the instrument itself. 
 
Ida Meftahi 
Ida Meftahi is a dancer, choreographer, dance teacher and researcher. Born in Iran in 1975, Ida 
began her dance training at the age of 12 and pursued advanced Iranian dance education under the 
supervision of Farzaneh Kaboli, the lead dancer of the National Folk Dancers of Iran. After arriving 
in Canada in 2000, Ida resumed her artistic career by performing, choreographing, holding 
workshops, and training students. Beyond Iranian dance, Ida has also trained in a variety of dance 
styles including ballet, modern, tai chi and flamenco. 
 

_______ 
Production Staff 
 
Producer: Mary Jane Warner 
Mary Jane Warner is a full professor and chair of the Department of Dance, York University. She 
has taught courses in ballet, history, repertory, movement analysis and dance education as well as 
holding several administrative positions at York. She is the author of Toronto Dance Teachers: 1825 
– 1925, and with Selma Odom, she published Canadian Dance: Visions and Stories. She holds a 
SSHRC grant to document the work of several of Canada’s senior contemporary choreographers 
through notation and videography. She is a member of the board for the World Dance Alliance 
Americas, and chair for this sixth WDA Global Assembly.  
 
Artistic Coordinator: Susan Cash 
Susan Cash is a contemporary dance artist and educator.  As a long-standing independent choreo-
grapher, she continues to make, produce and perform her dances in traditional theatres and unusual 
venues, collaborating with Canadian new music composers and musicians.  She is on faculty at 
York University’s Department of Dance, where she teaches composition and is Artistic Director of 
the York Dance Ensemble.  As part of the core faculty she teaches in the only Canadian certificate 
Program for Laban Movement Analysis (CMA). In previous years Susan has been Artist-in-
Residence at the University of Waterloo where she was the recipient of a distinguished teacher’s 
award.   
 
Stage Manager: Cherish Blood 
Cherish V. Blood is an artist from the Blackfoot Confederacy located in Southern Alberta. She is 
currently a full time student at the Toronto based Centre for Indigenous Theatre. She has been 
studying and working in the performing arts since the age of 10. 

____________ 
 
Please note: Latecomers will be admitted during a suitable break at the discretion of management. The use of 
cameras or other recording devices is not permitted. Patrons are reminded to please turn off watch alarms and 
cell phones for the duration of the performance. With the exception of water, no food or beverage is permitted in 
the theatre. Smoking is permitted outside university buildings only. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to this World Dance Alliance Global Assembly performance. The choreography you will 
see this week reflects the Assembly’s theme Dance/ Diversity/ Dialogue: Bridging Communities and 
Cultures.  
 
The World Dance Alliance was initiated in Hong Kong in 1990 with the founding of the Asia Pacific 
region to serve as a primary voice for dance and dancers throughout the world, to encourage the 
exchange of ideas, and to promote the awareness of dance in all its many forms. The Americas 
joined the Alliance in 1993, Europe in 1997, and an Alliance is under development in Africa.  
 
Global Assemblies are normally held in alternate years, hosted by one of the three regions. Previous 
Global Assemblies have taken place in Seoul, Essen, Philadelphia, Tokyo and Dusseldorf. This is 
the first time a Global Assembly has been held in Canada. For this occasion, each region was 
invited to nominate four companies to perform during the Assembly. Canadian dance artists were 
solicited through an application process. During the week, you will have the opportunity to see a 
broad spectrum of dance forms performed by dancers representing a wide range of ages and 
physical abilities. 
 
Through Global Assemblies, the World Dance Alliance facilitates international exchanges and 
encourages dialogue among all people in dance. Over 22 countries are represented by participants 
attending the Assembly, including dancers, choreographers, educators, researchers, writers, 
presenters, administrators, artistic directors, and others. 
 
I hope you enjoy the performances and the opportunity to make new friends from around the world. 
 

Mary Jane Warner 
Chair 

WDA Global Assembly 2006 
 

 



Meec (Moon)                                    (12:40 in CIBC lobby) 
Choreographer/Dancer: Norma Araiza 
Music:      Jorge Reyes 
 
This dance theatre piece, inspired by a Nahuatl (Aztec) legend tells how the stars were born. The 
principal characters are the precious and spoiled moon, and the fluorescent serpent. Both 
characters have great significance and symbolism within the different cultures of indigenous peoples 
of Mexico. For this piece the focus is on the character of the moon and her female characteristics to 
show, with a combination of styles, the universal perspective around the mythological and 
mysterious moon. The piece emphasizes the work of the face, hands and feet as part of the detailed 
personality of this moon. Meec means moon in the Yaqui language, which is the choreographer's 
background.  
 
Norma Araiza                                                             
Norma Araiza is a Yaqui/Mexican performer, choreographer, and instructor living in Toronto. She 
has worked in different arts disciplines, blending dance, theatre, vocal, percussion and Tai Chi 
Chuan with cultural and traditional themes from her Indigenous background. She has studied with 
international theatre directors Jerzy Grotowski and Eugenio Barba, and Butoh master Natsu 
Nakajima, among others. At present, she is the artistic director of Tolmec Dance Theatre and co-
artistic director of NorteSur. She holds a Master’s Degree in Dance from York University and is 
currently studying Expressive Arts Therapy at ISIS-Canada. 
 

 
_______ 

 
 
Blue Moon, Car Wash, Siamsa, and Our Favourite Son  
Choreograpy:  Marie O'Neill 
Dancers:   Jean Duff, Micheline Violette, Carol Alkema, Lynn  Smiley, Beverley Rankin,  
  Marlene Redding, Marlene Marshall, Marlene Sundin, Shirley Kossowski, Marie  
  O'Neill 
 
Clog dancing using a mixture of country, pop, Celtic and music from musicals. 
 
Gael Force Dancers 
The Gael Force Dancers are a group of cloggers originating from the Hamilton Active Living Centre 
located at the Y.W.C.A. in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. The dancers range in age from 52 to 74. 
Clogging originated in England and was brought to the Americas by English, Irish, and Scottish 
immigrants. Influenced by the Cherokee Indians and those who immigrated to the Appalachian 
Mountains, it has evolved into today’s style of dance. This troupe has won awards in Canada and 
the United States. They have been part of Hamilton’s Golden Age of Variety Show for the past 11 
years, and have performed in the Seniors' Jubilee at Roy Thomson Hall in Toronto for 13 years. 
 
 
 

_______ 
 

Last Afternoon of my Youth 
Artistic Director:  Chantal Cadieux 
Choreography:  Graham McKelvie 
Dancers:   Chantal Baudouin, Mireille Brine, Isabelle-Anne Girouard, Renée LeBlanc 
Music:    Arvö Part 
 
This moving piece evokes the feeling of being torn as one chooses to leave one's hometown behind 
in order to follow a path alone. The passing of time and space slowly engenders the unravelling of 
ties of friendship and love now left behind. 
 
DansEncorps Company 
Created in 1980, DansEncorps, situated in Moncton, New Brunswick, houses a professional dance 
company founded by artistic director Chantal Cadieux. In addition, there is a Young Company for 
student dancers and a school offering dance classes in French. For the past 25 years, DansEncorps 
has disseminated contemporary dance performances throughout the Atlantic provinces. They have 
performed in Europe (France, Finland) and more recently in Niger, Africa. In 2000, the company 
performed for then Governor General of Canada, Adrienne Clarkson, at the Aberdeen Cultural 
Centre in Moncton.  
 

______ 
 
Passing Dark 
Choreography:  Rachel Gorman 
Dancers:   Spirit Synott, Perry Augustine 
Music:   L. Silveira 
 
Tango Rodante 
Choreography:   Spirit Synott, Lisandro Gómez 
Dancers:   Lisandro Gómez, Spirit Synott  
 
I chose these two pieces because they tell very different love stories laden with emotional content. I 
prefer dance that takes you on a journey and makes you think and feel, because that is what dance 
should be. 
 
Spirit Synott 
Spirit Synott is a dancer – on wheels. Her eclectic and extensive arts training includes an Honours 
diploma from OCAD and training in ballet, modern, Afro/Caribbean, folk and tango with noted 
dancers Debbie Wilson, Rachel Gorman, Anthony Guerra and Lisandro Gomez. Spirit studied acting 
with Sears & Switzer, Actors Equity Showcase, Theatre Alliance and Actors' Co-op. She has 
performed with Dusk Dances, fFida, the Hot & Spicy Festival, TangoFest, Canboulay Dance Theatre 
and OMO Dance Company. Spirit's work challenges the viewer to see that limitations exist not in the 
body, but only, to the extent that we let them, in the mind. 
 

 
 

___________ 
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