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Prevalent approaches to preserve the intangible cultural heritage at present are keeping records by 
digitalized means, such as written documents, recordings, photography, videos and VRs1, which can 
later be used as the original materials for the construction of the intangible cultural heritage database. 
From this approach, the problem of information resources classification has naturally become an 
urgent issue. At the policy level, China’s national protection legal regulations and policies are 
declaration-oriented, the ten-class method is most widely used2. At the academic level, the study of 
the academic circles for intangible cultural heritage focused on the establishment of a standardized 
single-linear classification system3, and Some scholars in the field of library and information have 
made helpful explorations on the multi-level classification idea specific to information resources4,5. 
However, the concept of intangible cultural heritage information resources is rarely discussed. 
To learn more about the present classification of intangible cultural heritage information resources and 
provide a practical basis for the subsequent generation of classification methods, 31 provincial 
administrative regions in mainland China were surveyed in the research. Excluding those provinces 
without the possession of relevant database, China has set up one national and 22 provincial-level 
intangible cultural heritage databases.  
At the specific level of analysis, the 23 intangible cultural heritage databases were selected as 
samples. With the network survey method, the research investigated intangible cultural heritage 
information resources, summarized and analyzed category settings, hierarchical division, and 
classification standards of the included information resources by logging in to the database or 
webpage, organizing the navigation column and website map, and including the relevant contents. 
Research finds: (a) this kind of databases has three basic categories with multiple classification. The 
standards of classification are “category” (91.3%), “level/declaration batch” (60.9%), and “region” 
(30.4%) respectively. (b) the classification of “category” mainly (87%) conforms to China’s National 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List, which the expression of intangible cultural heritage is regarded as 
classification standards. There are ten categories: folk literature, traditional music, traditional dance, 
traditional drama, opera, traditional sports, acrobatics and athletics, traditional art, traditional skills, 
traditional medicine, folk custom. (c) 91.3% of the databases are singly-leveled, only 8.7% are divided 
into two levels. Under the basic classification level, the category is divided according to the content 
theme of specific intangible cultural heritage projects. It’s apparent that there is not a single universal 
and standardized classification system of intangible cultural heritage information resources in practice. 
The information resources included in the database usually follow the classification system of 
intangible cultural heritage declaration projects. The existing information resource classification 
systems are largely based on specific intangible cultural heritage projects or according to their 
characteristics or the protection level, which cannot reveal the overall characteristics of multi-source 
heterogeneous information resources. The problems are as follow: unsystematic category setting, 
flattening classification levels, and ununified classification standards. 
The paper proposed that it is necessary to incorporate the awareness and measures concerning the 
establishment and management of intangible cultural heritage information resources into practice, and 
to generate a special assorting technique for intangible cultural heritage information resources so as to 
achieve effective integration of quantitative resources, ensure data storage, data management and data 
access, which will promote the preservation and inheritance of intangible cultural heritage. 
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