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A movement has grown over time to make scholarly and scientific data more open and accessible. 
While the movement has gained momentum and achieved some successes with impacts on various 
aspects of the information society in which data and information are created, organized, managed, 
processed, accessed, disseminated, retrieved, and used; there is still a long way to go and a 
considerable amount of work to be done. Especially if the promises of open science and data are to be 
realized globally. One of the ways to keep the movement continuing in its current trajectory is to 
engage stakeholders in discussions that could lead to concrete recommendations and policy ideas. In 
this panel, panellists, with the help of an active and engaged audience, intend to do just that. They will 
also provide an overview of the global landscape of open science and data that will assist in a thorough 
discussion by panellists and the audience in the context of sustainable development. 

 
 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1. Background 

Increased rate of adoption and wider use of information and communication technologies 
(ICTs) in all corners of the world lead to the coining of the phrase “global village”. In 
addition to being a metaphor, the phrase “global village” also symbolizes and represents 
increased access to and ease of sharing of information, data, and knowledge.  Although 
open science is a much broader concept that encompasses elements beyond access, 
dissemination, and sharing of information, data, and knowledge, the core element remains 
access. In fact, one of the formal definitions of open science alludes to the fact that it has 
something to do with the creation and dissemination of knowledge (Fecher and Friesike, 
2014). With the added impetus of the open access movement, open science and data could 
have a role in a society’s growth and, by extension, sustainable development, because there 
seem to exist a relationship between information & knowledge and growth potential 
(Hilbert, 2016). After all, the last 50 years have been deemed an era of “information 
economy” or “knowledge economy”. 
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1.2. Open Access and Evolving Scholarly Communication Issues 

In the last couple of years, we organized and facilitated panel discussions on open 
access and scholarly communication at ASIS&T Annual Meetings and the ALISE 
conference. Considering the increasingly global Open Access movement and the evolving 
landscape of Scholarly Communication, those panel sessions, in addition to being among 
highly attended events, attracted strong participation and responses. What is more, some 
members of the audience thought a similar session at future events would attract an even 
more robust discussion and engagement. The 14th annual International Conference on 
Knowledge Management’s theme, “Profession and Discipline of Action”, fits the subject 
and offers an important moment for reflection and advancement in the field. This panel is, 
in some ways, a continuation of past interactive sessions on open access with a broader 
focus. Its panelists are a diverse and distinguished group of academics and practitioners 
who will provide a comprehensive assessment of current trends and future prospects for 
open science and data, specifically for sustainable development around the globe. 

 
2. Panelists 

Each member of the panel will be given an opportunity to speak to and provide a 
review of trends and background information on a specific aspect of the panel. Each 
panelist will be given 5 minutes to do so. Panelists will also pose relevant discussion 
questions to the audience, lead an interactive discussion, and summarize the discussions. 
Because audience participation is important for the success of the panel session, the bulk 
of the allotted time will be dedicated to interactive conversations. 

 
2.1. Abebe Rorissa 

Dr. Abebe Rorissa is an Associate Professor at the University at Albany, State University 
of New York (SUNY).  Prior to his current position, he worked in four countries as a 
lecturer and systems librarian for 17 years. He has consulted for academic institutions, 
national governments, and international organizations, including the United Nations. His 
research interests include multimedia information organization and retrieval, scaling of 
users’ information needs/perceptions, and use/acceptance/adoption and impact of 
information and communication technologies. Dr. Rorissa is a Member-at-Large on the 
ASIS&T Board of Directors and a member of its Executive Committee. Dr. Rorissa will 
provide a broad overview of the articles in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UN General Assembly, 1948) that are relevant to open science and data. He will also lead 
an interactive discussion on the concept of information and knowledge access to as a basic 
human right. He will pose the following question to the audience to facilitate a discussion: 
How and do Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (UN General Assembly, 
1948) guarantee access to science, data, information, and knowledge?  

 
2.2. Daniel G. Alemneh 

Dr. Daniel Gelaw Alemneh is a faculty member at the University of North Texas teaching 
in the College of Information and coordinator of Digital Curation activities at the UNT 
Libraries. For the past 15 years, Dr. Alemneh has been actively involved in various 
professional activities including being an ASIS&T Board of Directors member. He also 
co-chaired last year’s ICKM Conference and Co-edited the proceedings. Dr. Alemneh will 
offer a presentation promoting open access and the global importance of digital lifecycle 
management. He will discuss and advocate the need for removal of barriers to facilitate 
the numerous digital curation activities. The interactive discussions will help participants 
gain deeper insights into the critical role of open access. These discussions will also 
consider best practices in terms of enhancing our capacity to search, discover, analyze, 
secure, and preserve digital information resources. Questions for the audience:  Digital 
curation involves maintaining, preserving, adding value, and facilitating use and re-use 
throughout the lifecycle and over time. How might the removal of barriers (including legal 
and technical) improve the overall lifecycle management of digital resources?  
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2.3. Suliman Hawamdeh 

Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh is a Professor, Department and program director in the 
Department of Information Science at the University of North Texas. Dr. Hawamdeh is an 
expert and a pioneer in the field of knowledge management. He will discuss about issues 
related to open access in the context of the knowledge economy. He will address issues 
related to publishing practices, open access repositories and digital archiving. He will also 
address issue related to current pricing models and sustainability of open access 
repositories.  Shimelis Assefa is Associate Professor in the Department of Research 
Methods and Information 

 
2.4. Shimelis Assefa 

Dr. Shimelis Assefa is Associate Professor in the Department of Research Methods and 
Information Science at the University of Denver. His research interests include scholarly 
communication and measurement of knowledge production; knowledge diffusion, learning 
technologies, and health informatics. His talk will mainly focus on scientific and technical 
research outputs, trends and practices in open access efforts as well as publishing and 
sharing research datasets. Dr. Assefa will lead an interactive discussion based on the 
following questions – to what extent do open science and open access improve scientific 
and research outputs in developing countries? How do the various scholarly 
communication, research, & academic communities view ‘open data’ and data sharing?  

 
2.5. Kris Helge 

Dr. Kris Helge is Assistant Dean for Academic Engagement Services at Texas Woman’s 
University Library. Dr. Helge received his Ph.D in Information Science from the 
University of North Texas, his J.D. from South Texas College of Law Houston, and an 
M.L.S. from the University of North Texas. He will examine how the removal of barriers 
– (pricing, technical, and legal) facilitates access and use of scholarship globally. Some of 
these barriers consist of paywalls, contractual obstructions, obsolete or inadequate 
technology, and often-outdated policy. Strategies to remove such barriers include consortia 
agreements that successfully disseminate information, open institutional and research 
repositories, updated policy that fervently circulates information, educational endeavors 
that lead to open access, and the advocacy and implementation of licenses, policy, and 
contractual tools that lead to the free dissemination of information. Dr. Helge will also 
speak briefly about the potential benefits and pitfalls manifested with the creation of open 
data. Questions for the audience: What are the benefits and detriments of open data? How 
might we remove some current barriers to promote open access? 

 
2.6. Elise Lewis 

Dr. Elise Lewis is a faculty member at the School of Library and Information Science, 
College of Information and Communications, at the University of South Carolina. Dr. 
Lewis teaches various undergraduate, masters, and doctoral courses to in the School of 
Library and Information Science. Dr. Elise Lewis’ research focuses on cultural institutions, 
service learning, and information literacy. She is very active in professional associations 
and served LIS professional organizations, including ASIS&T and ALISE, in various 
capacities.  Dr. Lewis will serve as moderator for this panel session. 

 
2.7. Samantha Hastings 

Dr. Samantha Hastings is a former Director and Professor Emirates of School of Library 
and Information Science at University of South Carolina. As a proponent of Open Access, 
the former ASIS&T and ALISE President, and monographs Editor, Dr. Samantha Hastings 
will offer her perspectives on various issues, including the available models of publishing, 
the competencies needed by information professionals, as well as the overall impact of 
open access for LIS research and scholarly communication in general. 
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