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Fort Bragg, NC 
 

Recommendation:  Realign Fort Bragg, NC, by relocating the 7th Special Forces Group 
(SFG) to Eglin AFB, FL, and by activating the 4th Brigade Combat Team (BCT), 82d 
Airborne Division and relocating European-based forces to Fort Bragg, NC. 
 
Justification:  This recommendation co- locates Army Special Operation Forces with Air 
Force Special Operations Forces at Eglin AFB, activates the 4th BCT of the 82nd 
Airborne Division and relocates Combat Service Support units to Fort Bragg from 
Europe to support the Army modular force transformation.  This realignment and 
activation of forces enhances military value and training capabilities by locating Special 
Operations Forces (SOF) in locations that best support Joint specialized training needs, 
and by creating needed space for the additional brigade at Fort Bragg.  This 
recommendation is consistent with and supports the Army’s Force Structure Plan 
submitted with the FY 06 budget, and provides the necessary capacity and capability, 
including surge, to support the units affected by this action. 
 
This recommendation never pays back.  However, the benefits of enhancing Joint training 
opportunities coupled with the positive impact of freeing up needed training space and 
reducing cost of the new BCT by approximately $54-$148M (with family housing) at 
Fort Bragg for the Army's Modular Force transformation, justify the additional costs to 
the Department. 
 
Payback:  The total estimated one-time cost to the Department of Defense to implement 
this recommendation is $334.8M.  The net of all costs and savings to the Department 
during the implementation period is a savings of $446.1M.  Annual recurring costs to the 
Department after implementation is $23.8M, with no payback expected.  The net present 
value of the costs and savings to the Department ove r 20 years is a cost of $639.2M. 
 
Economic Impact on Communities:  This recommendation will not result in any job 
reductions (direct or indirect) over the 2006-2011 period in the Fayetteville, NC and Fort 
Walton Beach-Crestview-Destin, FL metropolitan statistical areas.  The aggregate 
economic impact of all recommended actions on this economic region of influence was 
considered and is at Appendix B of Volume I. 
 
Community Infrastructure Assessment:  A review of community attributes revealed no 
significant issues regarding the ability of the local community’s infrastructure to support 
missions, forces, and personnel.  Of the ten attributes evaluated (Child Care, Cost of 
Living, Education, Employment, Housing, Medical Health, Population Center, Safety, 
Transportation, and Utilities) two levels of support declined (Cost of Living, Education) 
when moving activities from Fort Bragg to Eglin AFB.  There are no known community 
infrastructure impediments to implementation of all recommendations affecting the 
installations in this recommendation. 
 
Environmental Impact:  This recommendation may result in operational restrictions to 
protect cultural or archeological resources at Eglin AFB and Fort Bragg.  Tribal 
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consultations may also be required at both locations.  Operations are currently restricted 
by electromagnetic radiation and/or emissions and additional operations/training may 
result in operational restrictions at Eglin AFB.  Further analysis may be necessary to 
determine the extent of new noise impacts at Eglin and Bragg.  Additional waste 
production at Eglin may necessitate modifications of hazardous waste program.  
Increased water demand at Fort Bragg may lead to further controls and restrictions and 
water infrastructure may need upgrades due to incoming population.   Additional 
operations at Eglin may impact wetlands, resulting in operational restrictions.  An 
evaluation of operational restrictions for jurisdictional wetlands will likely have to be 
conducted at Fort Bragg. Added operations may impact threatened and endangered 
species at Fort Bragg and result in further operational and training restrictions.  This 
recommendation has no impact on air quality; dredging; land use constraints or sensitive 
resource areas; or marine mammals, resources, or sanctuaries.  This recommendation will 
require spending approximately $1.0M for environmental compliance costs.  These costs 
were included in the payback calculation.  This recommendation does not otherwise 
impact the costs of environmental restoration, waste management, and environmental 
compliance activities.  The aggregate environmental impact of all recommended BRAC 
actions affecting the installations in this recommendation has been reviewed.  There are 
no known environmental impediments to implementation of this recommendation.  


