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An exploratory study was conducted to investigate the re-

lationship between PIL scores and certain aspects of religion. 

The hypotheses tasted were based on Tillich's concepts. One-

hundred undergraduate students enrolled in freshman or sophomore 

psychology courses were used as subjects. Chi square was used 

to test the relationship between PIL scores and the measures of 

religiousness used. Only four of the thirteen were significant. 

The study resulted in the following conclusions: 

1. Those who belong to religious organizations tended 

to have higher PIL scores. 

2, There Fas no significant relationship between PIL 

scores and whether the subject reported a gradual or sudden 

conversion experience. 

3® There w-.r no significant relationship between the 

occurrence of religious experiences and PIL scores. 

4* Those with higher PIL scores tended to believe in an 

afterlife. 

5- Those subjects v;ho prayed more frequently tended to 

have higher PIL scores, 

6. There was no relationship between PIL scores and 

current religious doubts. 



7- Those subjects with lower PIL scores tended to have 

had past religious doubts. 

8, There was no relationship between PIL scores and 

whether a subject was affiliated with a church or not. 

9. There was no relationship between church attendance 

and PIL scores. 

10. There was no relationship between PIL scores and the 

frequency of Bible reading. 

11. There was no relationship between the frequency of 

reading religious publications and PIL scores. 

12. There was no relationship between the type (atheistic, 

agnostic, or neither) of belief and PIL scores. 

13. There was no relationship between PIL scores and the 

consideration of a church-related vocation. 

For future study it was suggested that the development of 

student's religious beliefs and PIL scores be investigated, in 

order to attempt to pinpoint those concepts that do give meaning 

to one's life. Those elements of organized religion that are 

most commonly rejected should be discovered. Actual expressions 

of religious faith should be noted along with the effect on the 

individual when he is cut off from those religious acts. The 

nature of those beliefs which are above doubt need to be noted 

and it needs to be determined whether they are any different 

for high and low PIL scorers. Also changes in belief as the 

student gets older and its relationship to PIL scores ought to 

be investigated. 



More study needs to be done on the relationship between 

the fear of death and belief in an afterlife and PIL scores. 

It would be desirable to determine whether a belief in life 

after death is a sufficient defense against the fear of death 

for older people. It should be determined whether PIL scores 

change significantly when a person gets closer to death. Also 

whether afterlife beliefs are theistic or philosophical needs 

to be investigated. 

The effect of parental influence needs to be investi-

gated. The nature of those influences should be noted when 

they taper off. 

Research should be done in which sects and denominations 

that emphasise religious experiences and sudden conversions 

are compared with a control group that does not emphasize these 

experiences, using the PIL as the dependent measure. More work 

needs to be done on what precipitates these experiences and how 

long a period their influence remains. 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOME ASPECTS OP RELIGION AND 

PURPOSE -IN-LIFE TEST SCORES 

THESIS 

Presented to the Graduate Council of the 

North Texas State University in Partial 

Fulfillment of the Requirements 

For the Degree of 

MASTER OF SCIENCE . 

By 

Richard Paul Yarbrough, B. A, 

Denton, Texas 

August, 1971 



TABLE OP CONTENTS 

Page 

LIST OF TABLES iv 

Chapter 

I. INTRODUCTION . . 1 

Hypothesis 
II. SURVEY OP LITERATURE. . . . . . . 8 

Studies Related to Anxiety 
Studies Related to Belief 
Studies Related to Life After Death 
Studies Related to Participation 
Studies Related to Church Vocation 
Studies Related to Conversion Experiences 

and Other Religious Experiences 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 17 

Subjects 
Instruments 
Procedure 

IV. RESULTS 22 

V. DISCUSSION 30 

VI. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS . . . 38 

iii 



LIST OP TABLES 

Table . Page 

I. The Relationship Between PIL Scores and 
Membership in Religious Organisations. , . , 22 

II. The Relationship Between Conversion Ex-
periences and PIL Scores 23 

III. The Relationship Between the Belief in Life 
After Death and PIL Scores 23 

IV. The Relationship Between PIL Scores and 
Current Religious Doubts ZU-

V. The Relationship Between PIL Scores and the 
Occurrence of Past Doubts 2k 

VI. The Relationship Between Current Church 
Affiliation and PIL Scores . . . . . . . . . 25 

VII. The Relationship Between Frequency of Bible 
Reading and PIL Scores . . . . . 26 

VIII. The Relationship Between Frequency of Church .... 
Attendance and PIL Scores .26 

IX. The Relationship Between the Frequency of 
Reading Religious Publications and PIL 
Scores 27 

X. The Relationship Between PIL Scores and Type 
of Religious Belief. . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

XI. The Relationship Between Occurrence of Religious 
Experiences and PIL Scores 28 

XII. The Relationship Between the Consideration of 
a Church. Related Vocation and PIL Scores . . 28 

XIII. The Relationship of Frequency of Prayer to 
PIL Scores 29 

iv 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Tillich believes that, modern man lives in a state of 

anxiety. This anxiety is man's reaction to the threat cf 

losing something that is vitally important to him, which 

gives him his basis for living. Tillich (2, p. 40) identi-

fied three basic types of anxiety, all of which threatens 

man's affirmation of himself as a being. The first type is 

the anxiety of fate with its absolute, the anxiety of death. 

This particular anxiety makes man feel that he is not in 

control of his own life, that he is powerless to act for 

himself to control his world j hence, he cannot affirm himself 

in life. Second is the anxiety of guilt and condemnation 

which threatens man's moral self-affirmation. Doubt concerning 

morals puts one at a loss as to what action to take and leads 

to guilt and self-rejection. Last is the anxiety of empti-

ness, a feeling of nothingness, of nonbeing. This anxiety, 

in its absolute form,, is the threat of meaninglessness, or 

purposelessness which threatens man's spiritual self-affirmation. 

These anxieties are not abnormal, but form a part of everyday 

life. 

The first two forms of anxiety aie not the dominant 

forms of todayt although they are both present (2, p. 1^2)„ 



Anxiety concerning death is overcome by avoiding all thoughts 

of death or by the popular belief in life after death (2, p, 110). 

Death is not a realistic threat today, since few people are 

overly worried about dying (1, p, 36). The threat of guilt 

and condemnation also plays a secondary role, although it is 

a realistic threat which does exist (2, pp. 111-142). 

Twentieth Century man is dominated by the anxiety of 

emptiness and meaningless which is caused by doubt. Modern 

man affirms himself in relation to other people, not in 

relation to himself, for he is a vacuum. He is completely 

dependent on other individuals for his orientation to life. 

He looks for something outside of himself that he can hold 

on to, something that he can believe in. People feel empty 

in that they have neglected to develop their own inner re-

sources. Hence people blindly adhere to authoritarian concepts 

in politics, religion, etc., not so much that they believe in 

them, but as an escape from the nothingness which they are 

trying to keep from awareness (1, p. 51)• For not to have an 

authoritarian system of beliefs would mean intolerable inse-

curity and anxiety. Mayhas reminded his readers of the ethical 

and emotional emptiness in Europe which allowed fascist dicta-

torships to fill the vacuum (1, p. 23). So behind this anxiety 

of meaningless lies the fear that nothing really exists that 

can be believed in, nothing to commit oneself to. 

The reason for this type of anxiety, Hay said, is that 

the current period is in a state of transition. The old values 



and goals are no longer adhered to with the same eagerness 

as they once were; their validity is being seriously ques-

tioned. There is nothing to replace these lost values. 

We are anxious because we do not l:now what roles 
to pursue, what principles or action to believe 
in. Our individual anxiety. . . is a basic con-
fusion and. bewilderment about where we are going 
(2, p. 41). 

Tillich feels that the most important value man has lost is 

in the sphere of religion, man's ultimate concern. 

The decisive event which underlies the search for 
meaning and the despair of it in the twentieth 
century is the loss of God in the nineteenth 
century. Feuerbach explained God away in terms 
of the infinite desire of the human heart; Marx 
explained him away in terms of an ideological 
attempt to rise above the given reality; Nietzsche 
as a weakening of the will to live. The result 
is the pronouncement "God is dead," and with him 
the whole system of values and meanings in which 
one lives (2, p. 142), 

Religion, Tillich believes, forms the basis for all 

meaningsv Religious values are those which give " . . . 

meaning to all (cultural) meanings" (1, p. 47). May defined 

religion ". . .as the assumption that life has meaning. . . . 

Religion is whatever the individual takes to be his ultimate 

concern" (1, p. ISO). The religious person believes that 

there are values that are worth living and dying for (1, p. 180). 

Faith or courage gives to those who have it the ability to 

fill the void in their lives. An impression Kay formed from 

hi? experience with religious people is that they, more than 

most people, want to do something with themselves and their 

X i l T S S ( X - n . 1 &Q\ . Movinr 1 ^ — - — - ^ * * ' * "* " ~ 



concerning God like to call themselves theistic because they 

cannot stand to live in a world without God (Zs p. 182), 

This very essential foundation has been underlined by 

doubt. On all sides the fear creeps in that God is dead. For 

many people participation in the traditional religious symbols 

and rituals are losing their effectiveness and no longer 

represent this meaning which gives meaning to all meanings 

(2, p. 48). Others maintain very dogmatic beliefs in an 

effort to keep this doubt from their awareness. 

Nietzsche, in his classical pronouncement of the death of 

God, called for a re-evaluation, a finding of a new center of 

values (1, p. 48-9)• Man must find a set of religious beliefs 

in which he can whole-heartedly believe and participate. 

"Without some participation in the object of one's ultimate 

concern, it is not possible to be concerned about it" (3* P• 99) 

"There is no faith without participation" (3» p. 100). 

Religion does not begin with God, but with man. He is 

the one who reaches out to discover a new center of meaning • 

in his life. The loss of a center of values drives .one to 

despair; one feels that there is nothing worth living for and 

that nothing is meaningful (2, p. 139ff). But this doubt 

that drives men to despair is an element of faith. Faith is 

not the opposite of doubt, but, as Tilllch views It, takes 

this doubt into itself and overcomes it with the courage to go 

beyond the apparent nothingness to find a new meaning, a new 

ultimate concern. This type of faith, which is different from 



the traditional faith, is not based on a personal encounter 

with the Ultimate, It gives the individual a sense of power 

over his human predicament of despair. It provides a feeling 

of transcendence, of going beyond the apparent nothingness 

and despair to a new source of inner strength. Tillich feels 

that personal encounter with the Ultimate is good, but that 

all people cannot experience it. Some people need a deeper 

experience, one found in the courage to affirm oneself in 

spite of the apparent nothingness. This self affirmation 

goes beyond the level of a divine-human encounter to a deeper 

.experience of the very ground of being itself. The God that 

emerges from this deeper experience is the God above the God 

of personal encounter (2, p. 155ff)« 

This study was an effort to objectify and test empiri-

cally Tillich's theory. Its purpose was to investigate 

certain traditional aspects of religion to see whether their 

presence was associated with purposefulness in life. The 

variables used in this study were measures of participation 

in a faith, belief in an afterlife, belief in God, past and 

current doubts, religious experiences, commitment implied in 

the consideration of a church related vocation, and of purpose 

in life. Tillich would say that participation in a faith, a 

belief in God, and a commitment of some kind are essential 

elements of one's ultimate concern. The belief in an after 

life is a common way of avoiding the anxiety of death, which 

is an element of the anxiety of meaninglessness of today. 



Doubt concerning the Ultimate undermines ones meaning or pur-

pose in life. If there is an experience of overcoming ones 

despair and of finding the God above the dead God of tradition, 

it should be quite meaningful. Those who have had a personal 

encounter with the object of their faith should also have had 

a meaningful experience. 

Hypothesis 

Based on this theory it was hypothesized that 

1. Those who actively participate in their religion 

would have a higher Purpose in Life test (hereafter referred 

to as PIL) score. 

2. Those who believe in a life after death would have 

a higher PIL score. 

3. Those who believe in a God and are affiliated with 

a church would have a higher PIL score. 

4. Those who have once doubted the validity of their 

religion would have a higher PIL score. • 

5. Those who have strong current doubts would have a 

lower PIL score. 

6. Those who have had a religious experience or a 

sudden conversion experience would have a higher PIL score. 

7. Those who have considered a church related vocation 

would have a higher PIL score. 
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CHAPTER II 

SURVEY OP LITERATURE 

Research related to some variables used in this study-

is scarce. In some cases no previous studies were found dealing 

directly with these variables as they relate to this study. The 

literature was grouped as studies related to anxiety, belief,, 

life after death, participation, church vocation, and con-

version experiences and other religious experiences. 

Studies Related to Anxiety 

The assumption made, but not tested per se is that re-

ligion helps a person to overcome anxiety, specifically the 

anxiety of meaninglessness of life. What little research that 

is available on this factor does not clearly support this 

contention. Cooley and Button (?) conducted a study using 

adolescents attending a Baptist church camp. They reported 

that those subjects with higher IPAT scores did not .tend to 

respond to an altar call with more frequency than did those 

with lower anxiety scores. Williams and Cole (30) found that 

of their three groups, the religiously active subjects mani-

fested the least amount of anxiety. The low religiosity group 

displayed the greatest amount of covert, repressed anxiety and 

insecurity, where the intermediate and high religiosity groups 

did not greatly differ in this aspect. Mayo, Puryear, and 



Richek (21) found no difference in anxiety between religious 

and non-religious students. Crumbaugh, Raphael, and Ghrader 

(8) found a substantial relationship between PIL scores and 

anxiety. 

Studies Related to Belief 

Roscoe (25) found that the vast majority of college stu-

dents , 73 per cent, who responded to his questionnaire, had 

a belief in a personal God. Twenty-eight per cent adhered 

to the traditional Judeo-Christian concept of God and only 

18 per cent reported being agnostic or atheistic. Teglovie 

(26) reported that students have a belief in a personal God 

common to all religions, but noted a widespread disagreement 

concerning the nature of the Bible. Zehv's (32) study revealed 

a need for students to accept the traditional religious be-

liefs. Young, Dustin, and Holtzm&n (31) reported that interest 

in organized religion among undergraduate students had sig-

nificantly declined from 1958-1964-. Macmillan (18) found that 

students enrolled in a college course in religion " . . . gave 

evidence of a conscious search for meaning in life." Also he 

found that students rejected organized religion as a source 

of this meaning. 

Studies Related to Life After Death 

. Martin and Lawrence (19) pointed out that few studies have 

been done to investigate the relationship of fear of death 

to religious beliefs. These two authors found that fear of 
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death is overcome by participation {i.e. personal prayer, 

reading of religious materials, Sunday school and church 

attendance). Williams and Cole (30) found no significant 

relationship between religion and what Freud called a neurotic 

preoccupation with death. Alexander and Adlerstein (1, pp. 

271-2) reported that in his male college students no direct 

evidence was found that religious beliefs reduced the anxiety 

concerning death. Feifel (12, p. 121) feels that religious 

people strongly fear death and resort to religion to overcome 

this fear. Not even the belief of one's going to Heaven is 

sufficient to ward off the fear of death. Fau.nce and Fulton 

(11) found that spiritually oriented subjects thought of death 

as a transition to another life; however, more fear of death 

was displayed by the spiritually oriented group. Chasin (5) 

predicted that those who are religiously orthodox would not 

be afraid of death. Her results, however, indicated that 

"There was no significant association between religious 

orthodoxy and death fear" (5, p. 1^63). On this variable 

the trend in the literature is divided. Most of the evidence 

indicated that the degree of fear of death lias no relationship 

to religious beliefs, but there are not really enough studies 

to support such a position conclusively. 

Studies Related to Participation 

Young, Dustin, and Holtzman (31) reported that their 

results of a sample of University of Texas undergraduates 
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Indicated that those students "who attended church frequently 

were more favorable toward. organized religion than those who 

attended church infrequently" (31» P• ^2). Uhl (28). reports 

that church classes have greater appeal than secular classes 

to those "who express obligation to the church as an institu-

tion. " More frequent attendance at worship appeared along 

with attendance at a church class. Williams (29) reported 

significantly positive relationships between church attendance 

and " . . . frequency of praying, extent of reading religious 

literature,longevity of Sunday school attendance, and indicies 

of altruistic-benevolent deeds." Wicker found that 

As church size increases there are significant de-
creases in the percentage attendance at Sunday 
worship services and church school, the percentage of 
members who have responsible positions in the church, 
the percentage of members belonging to the women's 
organization, and the average contribution per church 
by the women's organization (28, p. 285). 

Finifter (13) reported, that those who have a sense of power-

lessness in understanding and influencing governmental pro-

cesses also participate very little in religious activities. 

Dorries (10) found that students who belong to two or more 

organizations have higher PIL scores than those who belong to 

only one or none. Although these studies are not directly 

related to the assumption that religious participation and 

meaningfulness are related, they do suggest that religious 

people are more active in their faith whereas those who feel 

powerless or have unfavorable attitudes toward religion do 

nob participate in it. 
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Studies Related to Church Vocation 

Lee (16, p. 816) found that :,The majority of those who 

leave seminary training do not differ essentially fropi the 

majority of those who persist on personality, interest, and 

aptitude measures." He further concluded that "Those individ-

uals who are certain of their decision to become priests in the 

eighth grade are more likely to leave seminary training" and 

that "The more a seminarian is able to perceive, accept, and 

operate in the teachings, assumptions, and standards implied by 

the church and seminary, the more likely he will remain in semi-

nary training" (16, p. 816). Banks (3) reported that those 

seminarians who were more satisfied with the ministry as a 

vocational goal had made their vocational decision during high 

school. Lembo (17) found no significant relationship in al-

truistic attitudes between those who have chosen a religious 

career and those who have not. Doba (9, p. 2631) reported that 

"No significant difference was observable between personal 

values of the (subjects who were) 'more' and 'less1 satisfied 

with a religious life. All subjects were "highly motivated 

toward social £.rd religious values." Crumbaugh, Raphael, and 

Ghrader (8) found no significant differences in PIL scores 

between those who drop out of a program for Dominican sister 

trainees and those who persist; both groups scored high on the 

PIL in the category of professionals and business people. These 

studies suggest that there should be no relationship between 

the consideration of a church related vocation and PIL scores* 
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Studies Related to Conversion Experiences 
and Other Religious Experiences 

Conversion experiences have bean classified as either 

gradual and progressive or as sudden. While the gradual type 

has no definite beginning or end and usually occurs over a 

period of years, the sudden type is more dramatic, lasting 

at most only a few days; when undergoing a sudden conversion, 

anxiety is relieved and the individual frequently feels that 

forces outside of himself are affecting him (2, 6, 23, 25). 

Grcscia (14) found that some of his subjects described LSD 

trips as religious experiences, as being "in touch with the 

All." He compares this to Tillich's idea of the Ultimate 

Concern. Bourque and Back (4) found that most people have 

had a transcendental experience either religious or aesthetic. 

Those with a religious orientation tended to have religious 

experiences while others had aesthetic ones. Those having 

religious experiences tended to be more anxious but did not 

use strong drugs, while the reverse was true of those having 

aesthetic experiences. 
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CHAPTER I I I 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Subjects 

The subjects were one hundred students enrolled in either 

freshman or sophomore psychology courses. Their age range 

was from 18 to 44 with a mean age of 21.01. Thirty-nine were 

females and 55 were males; six failed to indicate their sex. 

Instruments 
I 
Crumbaugh's Purpose in Life Test (Appendix I) measures 

j 

meaning or purpose in life (2, 4). The test, an attitude 

scale based on Frankl's theories (1, 5» 6) that man's basic 

drive is "the will to meaning," as opposed to Freud's "will 

to pleasure" of Adler's "will to power," measures "existential 

vacuum" or its opposite, "purpose in life." The scale consists 

of twenty items, each with seven possible responses arranged 

on a continuum similar to Likert's technique. The assumption 

is rca^ 

a mea 

sense 

which 

this 

de by existential theorists than when one fails to find 

ning of purpose which gives his life direction and a 

of unique identity, he experiences "existential vacuum," 

is characterized by feelings of emptiness, boredom; 

lormal condition of man in its extreme forms, becomes 

what Frankl calls noogenic neurosis. 

17 
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Crmabaugh and Mahollck (2) first established construct 

validity of the instrument in 1964. Later Crumbaugh (k) 

cross-validated the instrument by accurately predicting the 

rank order of scores for four groups of normals, and accur-

ately, except for two groups of schizophrenics, for six 

groups of psychiatric patients (Appendix II). The results 

for the four normal groups support the deductions made from 

Frankl's theory. While for the hospitalized psychiatric 

patients predictions were less accurate, the significant 

deviation from the hypothesis can be explained adequately by 

Frankl's concepts. The higher scores of the schizophrenics, 

Frankl's logotherapeutic theory indicates, are because the 

schizophrenic has created his own inner world of meanings. 

He lives in a world of fantasy and finds meaning in the trivial. 

Concurrent or criterion validity has been assessed by 

comparing PIL scores and therapist ratings of the degree of 

purpose in life of the patient (2, 3) and a correlation between 

PIL scores and ministers ratings of their parishioners (3> 4)• 

Pearson Product Moment correlations of ,38 (N=50) and .4? 

(N=120) respectively were obtained; both are significant. 

Split-half reliability was established on 105 normals 

and 120 patients (2),obtaining a Pearson Product Moment 

correlation of .81. This was duplicated by Grumbaugh (3), 

obtaining an r of .85, using Protestant parishioners as 

subjects (N=120). Norms for the test are recorded in Appen-

dix III. 
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A religious questionnaire (Appendix IV) was designed to 

measure religiousness. Thirty items were selected which sample 

various aspects of religious background, religious experience, 

participation, and belief. Some items of the questionnaire 

were not used in the study, as either they did not fit the 

theory being tested, or there was too little variation of re-

sponse. Responses to item Number one and the responses to 

"Current Church Affiliation" were used to measure belief. 

Items 29 and 30—both dealing with doubt—measure the opposite 

of belief. Item 22 deals with life after death. Participation 

was measured by Items 1^, 18, 20, 21, and 26, dealing with 

church attendance, prayer, Bible reading, reading other church-

related material, and by whether the subject has been a member 

of a church-related organization, respectively. Item 15 

measures whether the subject has ever considered a church-

related vocation. Items 5 and 12 measure whether the subject 

has had a religious experience and a conversion experience, 

respectively. Also, some demographic, data was requested. The •. 

questionnaire represents a "shotgun" approach which it was hoped 

would define those aspects of religion which were the most 

meaningful to the subjects. 

Procedure 

The experimenter handed out the PIL and the question-

naire to each subject, telling them to complete all items in 

Section A of the PIL and all items of the questionnaire that 
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were applicable to them. They were encouraged to ask ques-

tions concerning anything they did not understand. However, 

any questions concerned with an experience, belief, -or practice 

asked for on the questionnaire were answered with "What do 

you think it means?" or "What does it mean to you?" Definitions 

of unfamiliar words and proper names were freely given upon 

request. The subjects were told that the information elicited 

by these instruments was for a master's thesis. 

The PIL scores were divided into three nearly equal groups 

or levels of meaningfulness or purpcsefulness of life. Those 

who scored 133 and above were placed in the High Groupj those 

scoring between 98 and 112 were in the Intermediate Group; 

and those scoring 97 and below were placed in the Low Group. 

Chi squares were calculated to determine the relationships 

between PIL categories and questionnaire response for Items 

1, 5# 12, 14, 15, 18, 20, 21, 22, 26, 29, and JO, dealing with 

athesistic or agnostic beliefs, religious experiences, conversion 

experiences, church attendance, the consideration of a church-

related vocation, frequency of prayer, frequency of Bible 

reading, frequency of reading other religious publications, 

belief in life after death, membership in religious organi-

zations, current religious doubts, and past religious doubts, 

respectively. Also analyzed by this method were responses on 

"Current Church Affiliation." 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

Pour of the twelve Chi squares were significant. Chi 

square for the data contained in Table I equaled 7-395, which 

was significant at the .05 level. The direction was such that 

TABLE I 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PIL SCORES AND 
MEMBERSHIP IN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

Lavo Belonged 
to Religious 
Organizations 

Ilci'v e iiou Belonged 
to Religious 
Organizations 

N 

High 
PIL 
Scorers 

16 

(9.80) 

19 

(25.20) 

35 

Middle 
PIL 
Scorers 

7 

(9.24) 

26 

(23.76) 
33 

Low 
PIL 
Scorers 

5 

(8.96) 

27 

(23.04) 
32 

N 28 72 100 

the hypothesis was confirmed. Those who scored higher on the 

PIL-were relatively more active in religious organizations, when 

those who scored in the high or middle categories are compared 

vrith those in .the low. Since no re subjects reported being church 

members (Table VI) than reported belonging to religious 
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organizations, they apparently did not include the church as 

a religious organization. 

It can be seen from Table II that there was no significant 

TABLE II 

THE RELATIONSHIP BET-WEEN CONVERSION 
EXPERIENCES AND PIL SCORES 

i Gradual Experiences Sudden Exoeriences W 
High 25 5 30 
PIL 
Scorers (24.0 (6.0) 
Middle 24 5 
PIL 29 
Scorers (23.20) (5.80) 
Low 19 7 
PIL 26 
Scorers (20.80) (5.20) 
N 68 17 1 OO

 

relationship between the type of conversion experience and 

PIL scores. Chi square equaled .609. 

The data in Table III yielded a chi square of 10.71, ' 

TABLE III 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BELIEF IN 
LIFE AFTER DEATH AND PIL SCORES 

Belief in Life 
After Death Disbelief Uncertainty N 

High 2"4 3 8 
PIL 

(16.10) 
35 

Scorers (16.10) (4.90) (14.0) 
35 

Middle 11 18 
PIL. 

(15.18) 
33 

Scorers (15.18) (4.62) (13.20) 
33 

Low 11 7 14 
PIL 

(14.72) 
32 

Scorers .• (14.72) (4.48) (12,80) 
32 

N 56 IT" 40 100 
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which was significant at the .05 level. Again the direction 

confirmed the hypothesis that higher PIL scorers tended to 

believe in life after death. 

The data in Table IV yielded a chi square of 10.4-27, 

TABLE IV 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PIL SCORES 
AND CURRENT RELIGIOUS DOUBTS 

Strong 
Doubts 

Moderate 
Doubts 

Weak 
Doubts 

No 
Doubts N 

High 
PIL 
Scorers 

T~ ~ 
(7.99) 

8 

(9.38) 

5 
(4.52) 

16 

(11.12) 
33 

Middle 
PIL 
Scorers 

8 

(7.75) 

12 • 

_iS_._02L_.__ 
5 

(4*. 38) 
9 

(10.11) 
32 

Low 
PIL 
Scorers 

11 

(7.26) 

7 

J8 ,53.) 
3 

(4.11) 

9 
(10.11) 

30 
N 27 J2 95 

which was not significant. There is no relationship between 

PIL scores, and the amount of religious doubt. 

As a chi square analysis of Table V indicates, the results 

TABLE V 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PIL SCORES 
AND THE OCCURRENCE OP PAST DOUBTS 

Past Doubts 1 • No Past Doubts ^ U 
High i 15 ' 19 
PIL 34-
Scorers (18.77) (15.23) 

34-

Kiddle 16 16 
PIL 

(17.67) 
32 

Scorers (17.67) (14-. 33) 
32 

Low 22 8 
PIL 

- JM,561 
30 

Scorers - JM,561 (13.4-4-) 
30 

N ] L . . J 43 



of 6,032 were significant at the .05 level, but the direction 

was opposite of what was predicted. Instead of past doubts 

being consistent with high PIL scores, the reverse was true. 

Higher scorers tended to have fewer past doubts than low 

scorers. 

For the data in Table VI, chi square equals 3*252, which 

is not significant. Hence, there was no significant relation-

ship between church affiliation and PIL scores. Since the 

TABLE VI 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CURRENT CHURCH 
AFFILIATION AND PIL SCORES 

Member Non-Kember W 

High 26 9 
PIL 35 
Scorers (22.40) ( 1 2 . 6 0 ) 

35 

Kiddle 21 12 
PIL 33 
Scorers ( 2 1 . 1 2 ) ( 1 1 . 8 8 ) 

33 

Low 17 15 
PIL 32 
Scorers (20.48) (11.52) 

32 

N 64 36 100 

data is in the direction predicted, perhaps a greater N would 

have yielded a significant relationship. 

In Table VII chi square approaches significance, equaling 

11.66. Since the data was in the general direction predicted, 



TABLE VII 

THE RELATIONS HIP BETWEEN FREQUENCE OF 
BIBLE READING AMD PIL SCORES 

26 

At Least Once In Church Very 
• A Week Only ! Seldom Rarely - - N 

High 11 1 15 
PIL 35 
Scorers (5.60) (1.40) (15.75) (12.25) 
Middle ' 4 3 12 
PIL 33 
Scorers (5.28) (1.32) (14.85) (H.55) 
Low 1 0 18 13 
PIL 32 
Scorers (5.12) (1.28) (14.40) (11.20) 
N i < r J0±. _JL5 100 

a larger N might have resulted in a significant relationship 

between the frequency of Bible reading and PIL scores. 

For Table VIII chi square equals 8.715» which was not 

significant; there was no significant relationship between the 

frequency of church attendance and PIL scores. 

TABLE VIII 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FREQUENCY OF 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND PIL SCORES 

At Least Once Once or Twice HareTy """Clever N " 
A Week a Month 

High 12 5 12 6 
PIL, 

(7.42) 
35 

Scorers (7.42) (3.89) (15.56) (8.13) 
35 

Middle 6 5 13 9 
PIL 33 
Scorers (7.00) (3.67) (14.67) (7.20) 

33 

Low 3 1 19 8 
PIL 

(6.58) 

19 
31 

Scorers (6.58) (3.44) (13.78) (7.20) 
31 

H 21 11 44 23 1 99 
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A chi square analysis of the contents of Table IX re-

sulted in a chi square of 9.456, which was not significant} 

TABLE IX 

•THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FREQUENCY OF READING 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS AND PIL SCORES 

At Least Once 
a Week 

In Church 
Only 

Very 
Seldom Never N 

High 
PIL 
Scorers 

11 

(6.59) 

0 

(2.78) 

i6~~ 

(1^.57) 

? 

(10.06) 
34 

Middle 
PIL 
Scorers 

5 

(6.40) (2.69) 

12 

(14.14) 

10 

(9.77) 
33 

Low 
PIL 
Scorers 

6 ' 

(6.01) 

2 

(2.53) 

14 

(13.29) 

12 

(9.17) 
31 

N 19 8 42 1 OC2. ........ 

there was no significant relationship between the frequency 

of reading religious materials and PIL scores. 

For Table X chi square equals 1.99» which means there was 

no significant relationship between the type of belief and PIL 

scores. 

TABLE X 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PIL SCORES AND 
TYPE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF 

"* Athesistic Agnostic Neijther N 
High 
PIL 
Scorers 

1 ~~r~ ~~ 

(11.20) (22.75) 
35 

Middle 
PIL 
Scorers 

2 

( .99) 

— I T ~~ 

(10.56) 

'20 

(21.451) 
33 

JLiOVJ 
PIL 
Scorers 

0 

( -J6) 

rj 

(.10.24) 

19 

(20.86) 
32 

5J _1 L L22_. ... ^ ~ 100 
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A chi square of 2, <17 for the data in. Table XI means 

TABLE XI 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OCCURRENCE OF 
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES AND P1L SCORES 

Yes No ! N 
High 16 17 
PIL 33 
Scorers (12.93) (20.07) 
Middle 10 23 
PIL 33 
Scorers (12.931 (20.07) 
Low 12 19 
PIL 31 
Scorers (12.14) (18.86) 
N 3 8 _ r ~ i - £2 97. 

there was no significant relationship "between religious 

experiences and PIL scorers. 

Since the chi square was 3*596 for the data in Table XII, 

there was no significant relationship between PIL scores and 

the consideration of a church-related vocation. 

TABLE XII 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CONSIDERATION OF A 
CHURCH RELATED VOCATION AND PIL SCORES 

Yes No N 
High 13 22 
PIL 35 
Scorers (9.74) (25.26) 

35 

Kiddle 10 22 
PIL 32 
Scorers (8.91) (23.09) 

32 

Low TT 
PIL 30 
Scorers (8-35) (21.65) 

30 

N 1 
27 70 97 • 
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The analysis of the data in Table XIII revealed that 

those who pray more frequently made higher PIL scores. 

TABLE XIII 

THE RELATIONSHIP OF FREQUENCY OF 
PRAYER TO PIL SCORES 

More Than 
Once a 
Pay . 

Once a 
Day 

Once a 
Week 

Very 
Seldom Never N 

High 
PIL 
Scorers 

7 

(3.44) 

11 

(6.19) 

4 

( 5 . W 

7 

(11.0) 

4 

(6.53) 
33 

Middle 
PIL 
Scorers 

3 

J 3.33) 

5 

(6.0) 

7 

(5.67) 

9 

(10.67) 

8 

(6.33) 
32 

Low 
PIL 
Scorers 

0 

_ A3 • 23) 

2 

(5.81) 

6 

( 5 M ) 

16 

(10.33) 

7 

(6.14) 
31 

II. ' ' C10 1* ~ ~ 17 -14 - i 13 ] 9 , 

Chi square equaled 16.087, which was significant at the .05 

level. 

Out of the thirteen chi squares presented here, only 

four were significant. Three were significant in the direction 

predicted; the relationships between PIL scores and member-

ship in religious organizations, the belief in life after death, 

and the frequency of prayer. The significant relationship 

between past doubts and PIL scores was not in the predicted 

direction. 



CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION 

It was predicted in the first hypothesis that there 

would be a positive relationship between PIL scores and 

measures of participation in religious activities. On two 

of these measures this hypothesis was confirmed. A signifi-

cant relationship was found between PIL scores and the 

frequency of prayer and membership in religious organizations. 

It should be noted, however, that less than one-third be-

longed to each orfeeuiiistitlous• The relationship between 

current church affiliation, frequency of Bible reading, 

frequency of church attendance, and reading of church related 

publications are roughly in the direction predicted, but not 

significant. Perhaps a larger N would yield significant 

results. Apparently subjects did not consider the church a 

religious organization when responding to the item concerning 

their membership in religious organizations. It could be 

that these data reflected Tillich's belief that the tradi-

tional religious symbols and values are no longer meaningful 

(10, p. 50)• If this is true, then it is possible that the 

subjects might be religious with a set of religious beliefs 

that are meaningful to them, but did not express them in ways 

that have been meaningful in the past. This lends support to 

30 
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studies by Roscoe (8)s Teglovie (9)» Young, Dustin, and Holtz-

man (11), and Kacmillan (5) which indicated, that traditional 

organized religion was not meaningful even to religious stu-

dents. These results may be unique to student samples; 

possibly middle aged adults or other adult samples might de-

rive more meaning from traditional religious practices. The 

reason why frequency of prayer is significant may be because it 

is personal, something that can be done almost any time and any 

place when an individual feels the need, for divine guidance. 

The participation in religious organizations may also reflect 

the overturning of traditions. Although most of the organi-

zations listed on the questionnaire were a part of the tradi-

tional church (e.g. Sunday school, Methodist Youth Fellowship, 

choir, etc.), also included were campus ministries (e.g. Baptist 

Student Union) which are not so traditional. This ties in with 

Dorrie's (2) conclusion that those who belong to two or more 

organizations had higher PIL scores than those who belong to 

fewer than two. Also it is possible that upbringing and influ-

ence of parents has an effect on religious attitudes and partici-

pation in religious organizations; most of the organizations 

listed, like Sunday school, could have been participated in 

while still under the influence of parents. Further study needs 

to be done on religious acts that are not traditional, but in-

stead are emerging as new expressions of belief. 

The second hypothesis concerning the relationship between-

PIL scores and the belief in life after death is also confirmed. 
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This ties in with Item 15 of the PIL regarding fear of death. 

Presumably, those who have little or no fear of death believe 

in an afterlife. Kotchen (4) in his development of the 

"Existential Mental Health Questionnaire" recognized Tillich's 

belief that a positive attitude toward death is an affirmation 

that life has meaning. Anxiety about death undermines one's 

affirmation of life. This can lead to despair, the feeling 

of nothingness. These results appear to support Martin and 

Wrightman's belief that 

• • • the person who believes in an afterlife has 
less reason to fear death than one who does not. 
Furthermore, it would seem that the more religious 
a person is and the greater claim he has to "eternal 
life," the less he should feel'anxiety concerning 
impending death. (6, pp. 175-176). 

These same two authors conducted a study in which their hy-

pothesis was confirmed} religious people fear death less than 

the non-religious (7). Feifel's (3) concepts are not supported 

here. However, it must be remembered that these studies do 

not cover exactly the same concept that was tested in the 

present study. Also, the sample consisted of university 

students who are young and far removed from the actual threat 

of death. Older people might not find belief in an afterlife 

an adequate defense against the threat of dying. More research 

needs to be done on the relationship of a belief in an after-

life and the degree of meaning one finds in life. In addition 

to orthodox religious concepts of an afterlife, secular philoso-

phical systems of immortality should be investigated. Also the 
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relationship between meaning in life and Tillich's assertion 

that people overcome the anxiety of death by avoiding all 

thoughts of death (10, p. 110) should be investigated. 

The third hypothesis is not supported, although the 

results are in the direction predicted (Table VI). Perhaps a 

larger sample would yield significant results. It may be that 

church membership does not mean very much to this sample; poss-

ibly, as Tillich believes, the church does not respond to the 

needs of today. The results suggest that organized religion 

does not adequately fulfill religious needs. This supports 

Teglovie (9)» Young, Dustin and Holtzman (11), and Macmillam's 

(5) results. Table X indicates that most of the sample 

were believers, but there was no relationship between belief 

and PIL scores. Roscoe (8) also found that most students 

believe in God. Tillich's statement that people like to call 

themselves theistic because they cannot tolerate a world 

without God, may be true here (10, p. 182). In samples other 

than college students, especially of older adults, a greater 

interest in organized religion might be discovered. 

In the fourth hypothesis it was predicted that those who 

have had strong past doubts should have higher PIL scores 5 just 

the reverse happened. The rationale for this hypothesis was 

Tillich's idea of doubt which undermines religious belief. 

The result is despair over the loss of the God of tradition, 

who no longer is meaningful to many people. It was assumed 

that those who indicated past doubts would have either learned 
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to overcome them and have found a meaningful life or continued 

them, which, it was thought, would be reflected in low PIL 

scores. As it turned out, fewer of the high scorers had past 

doubts than expected. Also, considerably more of the low 

scorers indicated past doubts than expected; this is consistent 

with the theory. It can be assumed that the second part of 

the assumption is correct, that low scorers have never resolved 

their doubts. It seems that high scorers, by and large, have 

never had their faith shaken or seriously challenged. Their 

beliefs could consist of a faith rooted in tradition, a re-

ligious belief which co-exists with a traditional belief system, 

but is somewhat different from it, or a faith radically dif-

ferent from that of tradition. More needs to be known about 

the nature of those beliefs which have not been shaken by doubt. 

As students get older, perhaps even before they graduate, they 

may come to doubt orthodox religion more. As the influence of 

parental training weakens, perhaps more doubt creeps in. Older 

adults may indicate more past doubts, which they have learned 

to overcome. 

The relationship between PIL scorers and current doubts 

is roughly in the direction predicted but is not significant. 

Apparently, this is to say that some who have had past doubts 

have resolved them. It appears that religious doubts are not 

such a serious factor in depriving one of his purpose or meaning 

in life. A more careful analysis of Tables IV and V revealed 

that of the high scorers, a few have overcome their past doubts 
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and in the low group the number having current doubts x̂ as 

larger than the number indicating past doubts by only one. 

However, in the intermediate group about half of the doubters 

have resolved their doubts. The evidence suggests that doubt 

is not a big problem with this sample. However, more re-

search needs to be done in this area. Research dealing with 

the point at which one begins to have conscious doubts about 

his religious faith and under what circumstances it occurs 

needs to be done. If university students are learning to think 

for themselves and being exposed to new ideas, it seems logi-

cal that doubts would arise. Possibly in middle class, middle-

aged samples, fewer doubts would occur and a significantly 

negative relationship between doubts and PIL scores would result. 

Tillich is a little vague with regard to the next hy-

pothesis, but in general he seemed to believe that most con-

version experiences and most other religious experiences are 

on the level of personal encounter with the Ultimate. He felt 

that this is desirable for those who can have such experiences 

and they provide meaning in ones life. For others, those 

caught up in despair over the loss of a personal God, this 

experience of a personal encounter is impossible, so a deeper 

experience is needed, one in which the God above the God of 

tradition appears. Host subjects reported a gradual conversion • 

and there was no significant relationship between the type of 

conversion and PIL scores. It was thought that there might be 

some relationship between PIL scores and sudden conversion 
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experiences. For further research a sample of subjects who 

have had a sudden conversion might be used. If a sample were 

taken from a denomination or sect which emphasized such exper-

iences, instead of a sample of students, a significant rela-

tionship might be found. As for religious experiences in 

general, there is no relationship. Apparently such experiences, 

where they occur, do not add meaning to one's life. However, 

this may not hold true in religious sects that emphasize 

religious experiences. Bourque and Back's ( 1 ) assumption 

that most people have had a transcendental experience is not 

clearly supported, since subjects were not asked about the 

occurrence of aesthetic experiences. 

As for the last hypothesis, the results were not signif-

icant. The deductions from the literature seem to be correct; 

there is no significant relationship between the consideration 

of a church-related vocation and PIL scores. However, signif-

icant results might be found if research were done employing 

some variables representing a deeper level of religious 

commitment. 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

An exploratory study was conducted to investigate the 

relationship between PIL scores and certain aspects of re-

ligion. The hypothesis tested were based on Tillich's 

concepts. One-hundred undergraduate students enrolled in 

freshman or sophomore psychology courses were used as subjects. 

Chi square was used to test the relationship between PIL 

scores and the measures of religiosity used. Only four of 

the thirteen were significant. The study resulted in the 

following conclusionsi 

1. Those who belonged to religious organizations tended 

to have higher PIL scores. 

2. There was no significant relationship between PIL 

scores and whether the subject reported s gradual or sudden 

conversion experience. 

3. There was no significant relationship between the 

occurrence of religious experiences and PIL scores. 

ty. Those with higher PIL scores tended to believe in an 

afterlife. 

5» Those subjects who prayed more frequently tended to 

have higher PIL scores. 

6. There was no relationship between PIL scores and 

current religious doubts. 
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7. Those subjects with lower PIL scores tended to have 

had past religious doubts• 

8. There was no relationship between PIL scores and 

whether a subject was affiliated with a church or not. 

9. There was no relationship between church attendance 

and PIL scores. 

10. There was no relationship between PIL scores and 

the frequency of Bible reading. 

11. There was no relationship between the frequency of 

Reading religious publications and PIL scores. 

12. There was no relationship between the type (atheistic, 

agnostic, or neither) of belief and PIL scores. 

13. There was no relationship between PIL scores and the 

consideration of a church-related vocation. 

For future study it was suggested that the development 

of students' religious beliefs and PIL scores be investigated, 

in order to attempt to pinpoint those concepts that do give 

meaning to one's life. Those elements of organized religion 

'chat are most commonly rejected should be discovered. Actual 

expressions of religious faith and the effect on the individual 

when those expressions are no longer available should be noted. 

The nature of those beliefs which are above doubt need to 

be noted, and it needs to be determined whether they are 

any different for high and low PIL scorers. Also changes 

in belief as the student gets older and its relationship 

to PIL scores ought to be investigated. 
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More study needs to be done on the relationship between 

the fear of death and belief in an afterlife and PIL scores. 

It would be desirable to determine whether a belief in life 

after death is a sufficient defense against the fear of death 

for older people. It should be determined, whether PIL scores 

change significantly when a person gets closer to death. Also, 

whether afterlife beliefs are theistic or philosophical needs 

to be investigated. 

The effect of parental influence needs to be investigated. 

It should be noted if and when such influences taper off, as 

well as the nature of those influences. 

Research should be done in which sects and denominations 

that emphasize religious experiences and sudden conversions 

are compared with a control group that does not emphasize these 

experiences, using the PIL as the dependent measure. More 

work needs to be done on what precipitates these experiences 

and for how long a period their influence remains. 



APPENDIX I 

For each of the following statements, circle the number 

that would, be most nearly true for you, Note that the numbers 

always extend from one extreme feeling to its opposite kind of 

feeling. "Neutral" implies no judgment either way; try to use 

this rating as little as possible. 

1. I am usuallyi 

1 2 
completely 
bored 

2. Life to me seemst 

7 6 
always 
exciting 

(neutral) 

h 

(neutral) 

3. In life I havet 

1 2 3 ^ 
no goals or (neutral) 
aims at all 

k. My personal existence isi 

1 2 3 ^ 
Utterly (neutral) 

meaningless 
without purpose 

5. Every day ist 

7 6 
constantly new 
ana different 

5 
(neutral) 

6. If I could choose, I wouldt 

1 2 3 / 4 -
prefer never to (neutral) 
have been born 

6 7 
exuberant, 

enthusiastic 

completely 
routine 

Very clear goals 
and aims 

6 7 
Very purposeful 
and meaningful 

1 
exactly 

the same 

6 7 
Like nine more 
lives just like 

this one 

Url 
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7. After retiring, I would: 

7 6 5 
do some of the (neutral) 
exciting things 
I have always 

wanted to 

8. In achieving life goals I h&vej 

1 2 3 ^ 
made no progress (neutral) 

whatever 

2 1 
loaf completely 

the rest of my life 

6 7 
progressed to com-
plete fulfillment 

9. My life isi 

1 2 
empty, filled 

only with 
despair 

(neutral) 
6 7 

running over with 
exciting good things 

10. If I should die today, I would feel that my life has been? 

7 6 
very worthwhile 

5 b 
(neutral) 

2 . 1 

completely 
worthless 

11. In thinking of my life, It 

1 2 3 2f. 
often wonder why 

I exist 
(neutral) 

6 7 
always see a 

reason for my be-
ing here 

12. As I view the world in relation to my life, the world 1 

1 2 
completely con-

fuses me 

13. I am aj 

1 2 
very irresponsible 

person 

(neutral) 

(neutral) 

6 7 
fits meaningfully 
with my life 

6 7 
very responsible 

person 

Ik. Concerning man's freedom to make his own choices, I believe 
man ist 

7 6 
absolutely free 
to make all life 

choices 

5 ^ 3 2 1 
(neutral) completely bound by 

limitations of heridity 
and environment 
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15. With regard to death, I am: 

7 6 5 ^ 
prepared and 

unafraid 
(neutral) 

l6. With regard to suicide, I have: 

• 1 2 3 4 
thought of it 
seriously 

as a way out 

(neutral) 

17. I regard my ability to find a meaning, 
in life as* 

7 6 
very great 

18. My life is: 

7 6 
in my hands and 
I am in control 

of. it 

(neutral) 

(neutral) 

19« Facing my daily tasks is: 

7 6 5 ^ 
a source of (neutral) 
pleasure and 
satisfaction 

20. I have discovered: 

1 Z 3 k 
no mission or (neutral) 
purpose in life 

2 1 
unprepared and 

frightened 

6 7 
never given it a 
second thought 

purpose, or mission 

2 1 
practically none 

2 1 
out of my hands 
and controlled 
"by external factors 

2 1 
a painful and bor-

ing experience 

6 7 
clear-cut goals 
and a satisfying 
life purpose 



APPENDIX II 

RESULTS OF THE PIL FOR FOUR GROUPS OF NORMALS 
AND SIX GROUPS OF PSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS 

Group 

Successful Business 
and Professional 
Personnel 

Active and Leading 
Protestant Parishioners 

College Undergraduates 

Indigent Hospitalized 
Patients 

Schizophrenics, 
Hospitalized, Negro 

Schizophrenics, 
Hospitalized 

Neurotics, Hospitalized 

Neurotics, Outpatients 

Alcoholics, Hospitalized 

'sychotics, Hospitalized 

N 

230 

142 

41? 

16 

11 

41 

13 

225 

38 

18 

118.90 

114.2? 

.08.45 

106.4-0 

108.00 

9 6.66 

95.31 

93.31 

85.37 

8 0 . 5 0 

SD 

11.31 

15.28 

13.93 

14.49 

17.71 

16.12 

18.36 

21.67 

19.41 

17.50 

t Diff. 
MS 

3.13 

3 .99 

.56 

.32 

2.62 

.24 

.39 

2 .29 

.94 

.01 

.001 

.02 

•05 
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APPENDIX III 

TABLE OF NORMS AND PERCENTILE 
EQUIVALENTS FOR PART A, PIL 

PIL PIL 
Raw Score Percentile Raw Score Percentile 

1 4 0 1 0 0 4 5 - 4 6 

1 3 9 9 8 9 9 4 3 - 4 4 

1 3 8 9 8 4 - 1 - 4 2 

1 3 7 9 7 3 9 - 4 - 0 
1 3 6 9 7 9 6 3 7 - 3 8 
1 3 5 9 5 3 5 - 3 6 
1 3 4 9 6 9 4 3 3 - 3 2 + 
1 3 3 9 3 3 1 - 3 2 
1 3 2 . 9 5 ,9 .2 . ^ 2 9 - 3 0 
1 3 1 9 4 9 1 I 2 7 - 2 8 
130 9 0 2 6 
1 2 9 9 3 8 9 2 5 - 2 5 
1 2 8 9 2 8 8 2 2 - 2 3 
1 2 ? 9 1 8 7 2 ,1 
1 2 6 9 0 8 6 1 9 - 2 0 
1 2 5 8 9 8 5 1 8 
1 2 4 8 8 8 4 1 6 - 1 7 
1 2 3 8 7 8 3 1 5 
1 2 2 8 6 8 2 1 4 -
1 2 1 8 5 8 1 1 3 
1 2 0 8 3 - 8 4 - 8 0 1 2 
1 1 9 8 2 7 9 1 1 
1 1 8 8 0 - 8 1 7 8 • 1 0 
1 1 7 7 9 7 7 9 
1 1 6 7 7 - 7 8 7 6 8 
1 1 5 75-76 7 5 7 
1 1 4 - Ik 74- , 
113 _ 7 2 - 7 3 7 3 6 
112 7 Q - 7 1 7 2 5 
1 1 1 68-69 7 1 
110 66-67 7 0 k 
109 6 4 - 6 5 69 
1 0 8 62-63 6 8 3 
1 0 7 6 0 - 6 1 67 
1 0 6 58-59 6 6 
1 0 5 5 6 - 5 7 65 2 1 0 4 54-55 6k 



TABLE OP NORMS AND PERCENTILE 
(Continued) 
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PIL PIL 
Raw Score Percentile Raw Score Percentile 

103 52-53 63 
102 Mean 49-51 62 
101 47-48 61 1 



APPENDIX IV 

RELIGION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Age Sex , Race Marital Status? S M D W, 

Current church affiliation , Classification 

Major Sex and. ages 

of children 

1. Bo you consider yourself an athesist or an agnostic^ ? 

2. In what church or denomination were you brought up_ ? 

3. In theology, do you consider yourself a liberal̂  or a 

c ens e 'rvs t i ve ? 

Do you believe that every word of the Bible is literally 

true? yes , no . 

5. Have you ever had a religious experience? yes , no 

6. Have you ever spoken in tongues as the Apostles did in the 

New Testament? yes , no . 

?. Do you believe that miracles still occur? yes , no_ 

8, What is the church or denomination of your mother? 

9. What is the church or denomination of your father? 

10. Is your mother very religious , of average religiosity 

or not very religious ? 

11. -Is your father very religious , of average religiosity 
0 

or not very religious _? 

12. If you are. or were ever religious vrould you describe your 

kl 
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•RELIGIOUS QUESTIONNAIRE (Continued) 

conversion as gradual or sudden _? 

13. Do you believe that Oral Roberts is a real faith healer? 

yes_ no . 

14. How often do you attend church? More than once a week 

once a week once or twice a month , rarely , 

never . 

15. Have you ever considered a church related vocation? 

Yes_ , no 

16. Do you believe that lying is always wrong? Yes , no _. 

17. Do you believe that God is primarily concerned with 

punishment for sin , or with love ? 

18. How often do you pray? More than once a day , once a 

day , at least once a week , very seldom , 

never . 

19. Do you believe that psychology and theology are in conflict? 

Yes , no 

20. How often do you read the Bible? Daily_ , Weekly , 

In church only , Very seldom_ , Never . 

21. How often do you read some other publication on theology 

or your religion? Daily , Weekly , In church only , 

Very seldom . Never . 

22. Do you believe 3n life after death? Yes , no_ , 

uncertain • 
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RELIGIOUS QUESTIONNAIRE (Continued) 

23. Have you ever changed your religion? Yes , nô  

If so, list the religious bodies you have been affiliated 

with in order» 

2k. Have you received the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Yes_ 

no . 

251 Do you feel very guilty , moderately guilty , little 

guilt over your sins. 

26. List the religious organizations that you belong toi 

. Circle any that you are or 

have been an officer in. 

27. Do you believe that it is wrong to drink alcohol? 

Yes , no . 

28. Do you very actively , moderately not at all , 

try to win converts to your religious- belief? 

29. Do you currently have strong , moderate weak , 

no doubts as to the validity of your religion? 

30. Have you ever had strong doubts as to the validity of your 

religion? Yes , no . 
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