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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The Problem and Its Purposes

A social movement may be defined as "A collectivity
acting with sone continuity to promote or resist a change
in the society of which 1t is a part,"l Social movenents
have been studied by many twentieth century sociologists,
and the work of one of them, Rex Hopper,2 is the basis of
thle study. Hopperis observations cf'South American revo-
iutions and his subsequent postulation of the natural
history of South Americen political revolutions is not
merely “grmchalr philosophizing.?® Rather, it reprecsents
en extension of the work of previous soclologists and
historians such as Sorckin, Edwaerds, Gettys, Blumer, and

Brinton“3 Thus, Hoppoer's treatisge represented a synthesis

psiph H. Turner and Lewis M. Killian, Collective
Behavior (Englewood-Cliffs, 1957), p. 30C8.

2Rex D. Bopper, "The Revolutionary Proces A Frame of
Reference for the Study of Revolutionary Movements," Social
Forces, AXVIIT (March, 1950), 270-279,

Jp. A Sorokin, The ovjojozg of Revolution (Philadelphia,
1925); L. P. Bawards, Wotural Hiovory of Revolulion (Chicago,
1927); Carl Dawson and W. E. uct?vg, Introduction Lo Soclology
(New York, 1934), pp. 708-~709; Herbert Blumer, "Gollective
Behavior® in An Qutline of the Pr neiples of Soclolopy, edited
by B, E. Park (New Sork, 1939); Crane Brinton, The Anstomy of
Revolution (New York, 1938).




of currently existing research from which his natural history
theory evolves.

Hopper's postulate is that all South American political
revolutions share certain characteristics and pass through
four stages if they are successfully complxat:ed.,Lp However,
termingtion is possible at any stage and would therefore
end the revolution. It is important to understand that a
political revolution is one kind of a soclal movément and
that at one or more stages of its development there may be
violent behavior, whereas in other socisl movements, there
may be no violence at all., Thus, a revolution is a socizal
movement, but ngt all social movements are revolutions.
Revolutions are usually violent, and violence itself is
logically related to other functions of thét particular
kind of social movement. In an attempt to bring about the
desired change, people in a soclal movement may at some
stage exhibit revolutionary or violent behavior. However,
such behavior need not always be an integral part of a
social movement, regardless of whether its orientation be

political, econcmic or something else.

QAS applied to all organized social movements, this
hypothesis was advanced {lrst by W. E. Gettys and enmployed
by him in the study of the development of Methodism in England,
See Dawson and Gettys, op. clt., pp. 708-709. In 1941, Fuller
and Myers also used the “hatural history method, with three
stages to describe the emergence and developmont of the
solution to a social problem. See Richard C. Fuller and
Richard R. Myers, "The Natural History of & Social Problem,"
American Sociological Review, VI (June, 1941), 320-328.




Hopprerts concern was revolutionary, political behavior
in South America, and the soclal processes and conditions
which accompény the success of such behavior. What one
notices, while reading Hopper's article, is that the behavior
he describes in the natural history of a South American polite-
ical révolution may not need to be restricted to either South
America or to political revolutions. The characteristics he
describes may be both geographically and sooiologidally
generalizable and it is the general purpose of this study to
determine to what extent, if any, this can be done.

Hopper'!s analytical method was the natural history
approach to the study of political social movements. The
natural history model for soc;al moventents is similar to the
life~cycle concept of the growth and develobment of human
beings. The baby--child--adolescent-~adult developmental
sequence may be used to indicate an evolutionary pattern
observable in humans. The premise is that one developmental‘
stage must logically precede another. Thus,'when adulthood
has been reached, the developmental aspect of the life-cycle
has beenn completed.

In utilizirg the natural history approach, one finds
that the human growth pattern is somewhat analogous to the
growth or development of politlcal revolutions. Here, too,
according to Hopper, one stage must precede another for
growth to occur; that is, stage one must precede stage two,

two must precede three. etc.. in the gams marmer that a himan



being muest be a baby before he is a child, or a child befcre
he 1s an adclescent. While stage one lg a necessary condition
for the emergence of stage two, it is not a sufficient cone-
dition for it. A socisl movement, like a human beiag, may
die at any stage of itg development. Unlike a human being,
the séﬁial movement is not required to die or progress to
another stage within a specified time period. It may pass
very rapidly from one stage to another, or it may Tremsin at
one stage in 1its development for many years. Various chare
acteristics must be present at each stage before progression
to the next stage can occur.

| It was stated earlier that the general purpose of this
study was to test the generalizability of Hoﬁper's model.,
More specifically, it is hypothesized that Rex Hopper's model
for the development of a South American political revolution
Will apply equally to the development of a social movement
which 1s not a South American political revolution, namely,
the Ku Klux Klan. In addition to this main hypothesis, a
number of zubsidlary hypotheses will be stated.

While & series of subsldlary hypotheses will be stated,
it will be necessary to see them as sméll, specific parts of
the main hypothesls. Since the restricted hypotheses are
logically deduced from the main hypothesis, the complete
valldity of the main one rests on the establishment of the
valldity of the others. The mailn hypothesis, as stated, will

be rejected if the validity of the restricted ones cannot be
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established; it will be substantiated or held to be verified
if the validity of the restricted ones can be established.
If the XKu XKlux Klan movement does not progress through all
four stages, this is not evidence that the hypothesis is
wrong:; this is a fallure of the movement and not of the
theor& which 1s being applied to it. The theory may be
partially accepted even if the movement falls to progress
through stage four, institutionalization. 1If the movement
should terminate prior to institutionalization, then the
hypothesis is testable only up to that point where historical
data are available for application to the hypotheses.

While the main hypothesis concerns the overall accep-
tance or rejection of the applicability of Hopper's model to
non-South~American political revolutioné, more must be saild
about the series of lesser hypotheses. They are "lesser"
only in the sense that they are the individual parts drawn
from the larger postulate. These lesser hypotheses are
stated as charascterizing individual stages as follows:

. THE PRELIMINARY STAGE (Stage 1)

Hypothesié 1. Mass excitement and unrest will be

characteristic cohditions.

Hypothesis 2. The typical process will be nilling

(circular interaction).’

Hypothesis 3. Effective mechanisms to influence -

peoplets behavior will be agitation,

suggestion, imitation, and propaganda.



Hypothesis 4, The type of leader will be the agitator.

Hypothesis 5. The dominant social form will be the
"psychological mass."

THE POPULAR STAGE (Stage 2)

Hypothesis 6. Collective excitement and unrest will

I‘ be characteristic conditions.

Hypothesis 7. The typical process will be an intensi-

fication of milling and social contagion.

(8]
.

Bypothesis The effective mechanism will be an

attempt to develop esprit de corps.

Hypothesis 9. The types of leaders will be the
prophet and the reformer.

Bypothesis 10, The dominant soclal form will be found
in the evolution of the mass into the
crowd.

THE FORMAL STAGE (Stage 3)

Hypothesis 11l. The formulation of issues and formation
of publics will be characteristic
conditions.

Hypothesis 12. There will be three typical processes:
(1) discussion and deliberation
(2) formulation
(3) formalization.

Hypothesis 13. The effective meohanisms will be those

which develop group moral and 1deology.



Hypothesis 14. The types of leaders will be those
who can formulate policy (states-
men).

Hypothesis 15. The dominant social form will be
a public.

fHE INSTITUTIONAL STAGE (Stage 4)

Hypothesis 16. The characteristic conditions will
indicate legalization end sooietél‘
organization.

Hypothesis 17. The typical process will be one of
institutionalization.

Bypothegis 18. The effective mechanisms will be
those which intensify fhe development
of an ideology and perfect tactics
to carry people along in the desired
direction.

Hypothesis 19. The type of leader will be the
administrator.

Hypoth=zsis 20, The dominent social form will be the
socliety.

Table 1 is provided for eassy referral in agsessing the general
characteristics of any stage.

ATerms used in this paper are defined as follows:

Milling: the behavior of people looking for a socially

sanctioned meaning in an unstructured situation.
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Circular interaction: a process by which the emotions

of others elicit the same emotions in oneself, which
in turn intensify the emotions of others,5

Soclal contagion: the sensitizatlion of people to one

another, the development of a common mood, and the
development of a common image through milling or cir-
cular interaction,

Mass: a number of individuals responding independently
to the same stimulus in the same way.

Crowd: persons who are physlcally assembled and who
develop a psychological unity as a result of milling.
Public: a diffuse collectivity interested 1ﬁ but
divided about an 1issue,

Issue: consists of those points of dispute about

which people agree to do their disagréeing.6

Society: a sociel order which becomes institutionalized.

An additional hypothesis is provided by the theoretical
agsumption that & movement is cumulative-mone stage logilcally
follows another and the movement continues to grow. Its
growth may be stopped by failure to progress to the next stage,
or its 1life may be terminated by the cessation of the pro-
cesses, mechanisms, or dominant social forms of the stage.

If a soclisl movement dies and later restarts, it must restart

Skurt Lang and Gladys Engel Lang, Collective Dynamics.
(New York, 1961), p. 209,

GTurﬂer and Killian, op. cit., p. 225,

L e
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at stage one and not et the stage it was in when it terminated,

It must start anew.

Method and Methodology

As previously stated, Hopper's method for studying a
political revolution is the natural history method. That is
also the method utilized in this study of the Ku Klux Xlan.
The natural history method is one of many methods which are
to be found within the sclentific appfoach.

The scientific approach may be differentiated from a
nonscientific approach in several ways. Above all else,
.the scientific approach carr;es wiﬁh it what the scientific
community hopes to be complete objectivity.. Striving for
such objectivity implies a playing down of what might other-
wise be one's own subjective or opinionated judgment.

Because of its historical framework, the natural his-

tory method is an ex post facto method. Hence, the data
have already been established and a manipulation of them
might be possible by the exclusion of pertinent data. How-
ever, assuming that the initial compilation of the data has
been accurate and objective, any unobjective manipulation of
the data could easily be detected by an examination of the
historical record., |

The historical data provided in this paper are descrip-
tive and will be used to test the hypotheses.l Any analysis

done during the descriptive text will be done to facilitate
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particular points of demarcation which are noticed to occur
through the Ku Klux Klan's history. If a new stage 1s begun,
and certain characteristic traits are noticed, this will be
pointed out. However, the really thorough analysis of the
application of the model to the movement will be covered in
the 1ést chapter. At that time, the hypotheses as stated
will be either accepted or rejected, depending on the Klan's
history and how well it fits the model. | |

This paper will not attempt to employ any mathematical
applications or statistical methods. If the natural history
approach has an apparent weakness, perhaps the lack of a
mathematical framework for scientific inguiry and precision
1s that weakness, However, it 1s nonetheless possible to
state hypotheses and then examine the vélidity of those
hypotheses in light of the historical data. While this may
not allow for quantitative criteria for rejection or support
of the hypotheses, it does allow the researcher to establish
the applicablility of historical analysis to non-mathematical
phenomena. This does not preclude or negate the possibility
of eventual mathematical prediction as a result of what has |
been learned in the historical analysié.

In testing the hypotheses advanced in this paper, the
hypotheses will be accepted.as characteristics which have
been historically observed if such is the case. If there is
any cause for doubting but not proving that an hypothesis has

been substantiated, this will be stated as a qualifying remark



12

justified by inconclusive evidence., It would be possible to
have cases where hypotheses were not testable because of &
lack of data. Also, it would be possible to have cases where
the data were such that hypotheses were disproven. For
example, in any of the social movementt!s stages, conditions
contrary to those hypothesized might be found, necessitating
the rejection of one hypothesis.

While it would be possible to examine whole stages at
once, it would seem to be more advantageous to study each
stage by examining individval hypotheses and then concluding
that if the five hypotheses of a stage are met, the composite
whole 1s evidence of passing through one complete stage. The
examination of the hypotheses will be done for each historical
epoch, thus ylelding a more accurate poftrait of the theory's

applicability to non-South-~American phenomenon.



CHAPTER 2
DESCRIPTION OF HOPPER'S THEORY

In applying the natursl history approach to'the study of
social movements, Hopper concludes that there are four stages
of development: the Preliminary Stage of Mass (Individual)
Excitement and Unrest, the Popular Stége of Collective |
Excitement, the Formal Stage of Formulation of Issues and
ngmation of Publics, and the Institutional Stage of Legal-~
ization and Societal Organization.l Before Hopper described
the revolutionary process, he provided a brief statement of
the way students of humen relationships see human behavior.
Hopper sees human behavior as Y"a function‘cf the develeopment
of socially-scquired attitudes toward culturally-held values."z
When one applies the concept to thé analysis of the revolu-
tionary process, one 1s really asking, "What happens when
one social order collapses and ancther emerges?"3

In answering thls question; Hopper elaborates five main
points. First, any socilal order may be perceived gs a kind
of moving equilibrium of culturally held and socially-acquired

values and attitudes. Second, when attitudes and values begin

1Rex D. Hopper, "The Revolutionary Process: A Frame of
Reference for the Study of Revolutionary Movements," Social
Forces, XXVI1I {March, 1950), 270.

21bid., p. 270. J1bid., p. 270.
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to diverge, the process of soclal disorganization sets in.
Third, social change has occurred 1 soclal disorganization
results in the reorganization of attitudes and values. Fourth,
significant social change alweys influences change on the
inetitutional level. And, finally, revoliutionary change 1s
that change which cccurs on the institutional level, thereby
relecting previcusly accepted values in favor of new ones.

It is easiest to examine Hopperis postulate in the fréme~
work which he provides the reader. Each stage may be examined
with certain criteria: characteristic conditions, typical
processes, effective mechanisms, types of 1eaders, and the
dominant soclal form. To make this general framewofk more
readily understandable, s chart was provided on page 8 which

is a swnmary of the overall content of the postulate.

The Preliminary'stage

The Tirst stage of Hopper's 1ife cycle theory is the
Preliminary Stage. This stage is characterized by mass excite-
ment and unrest, which describe the socio-psychological mood
which prevails. Soclo-psychological conditions reveal a basic
sequence: 1) a general restlessness which manifests itself
in wish repression, a balked mind set, and én increase in
irrational forms of behavior (e.g., crime and vice); 2) a
’develoﬁment of more pronoﬁnced class antagonisms with repressed
groups galning power, economic power belng separated from

politicsl power, and men of ability being shut out from



meaningful, important careers; 3) increased governmental ine-
efficiency; 4) the growing cultural drift toward revolutionary
change; and, 5) a growing spread and socialization of rest-
lessness vigible in increased tension and increased talk of
revolution. These kinds of things are what occur if a soclety
is breaking uvp into a mass.u

The typical process during the Preliminsry Stage is what
Blumer and others have called "millingg“5 The term is one
which has been borrowed from its application to the restless
and apparently almless behavior of cattle on a ranch. As
Hopper has sald, ". . . milling results from vaguely appre-
hended unrest on the one hand and from confusion regarding
goals on the other.“6 Neither the desired ends nor means
are certain at this tinme. |

What mechanisms will be effective at influencing people's
behavior in the desired way? These mechanisms of control must
be suited to the dominant moods of the people. In cases typ-
ical of the soclo-~psychological conditions already stated,
such things are agitation, suggestion, and propaganda are
effective. Thus, those people most capable of effecting
change through the use of such mechanisms wlll emerge as

leaders.

Mivid., p. 271.

5see Herbert Blumer, "Collective Behavior" in An Outline
of the Principles of Sociology (New York, 1939), pp. 2282287

6Happer. op. cit., p. 271.
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Hopper suggests that potential revolutionists will follow
an agitator at this stage. As Blumer has Shown,7 there are
two types of agitators, either one of which would function as
a leader dependent upon the situation. The first agitator is
in a situvation characterized by abuse, unfair discrimination,
and 1ﬁjustice, but with an apathetic people who taske this life
for granted. The second agitator is in a situation character-
ized by restlessness and arousal but with people'who are timid
and uvunsure of what to do.

The dominant sccial form is the mass. The massg is char-
acterlized as being heterogéneous, having anonymous persons,
lacking personal interaction, and little or no organization,
Thus, this body.of people 1is relatively detached in a rather

marginal position.

The Popular Stage

In the Popular Stage, one finds a shift from mass or
individual excitement to crowd or collective excitement.
Collectlive exclitement occurs as a result of the popular-
ization of unrest and discontent. This is not to say that
popularization incluﬁes every person in the mass; rether, as
was indicated in the discussion of the Preliminary Stage, a
certain psychological preparedness 1s necessary. Furthermore,
this-popularization has the efféct of pitﬁing ocne part of the

population (those in favor) against another part of the

7Blumer, op. cit., pp. 260-261,
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population (those against). By lts very nature then, this

stage finds previously anonymous people becoming cognizant

of one another. "Unrest is no longer covert, endemlc, and

esoteric; it becomes overt, epidemic, and exoteric.“g Dige
content vecomes focalized and collective.

Y

Hopper also sees siyx traits as being characteristic of

0

the socio-psychclogical conditions in this stage. There i
a marked spreading of discontent and a contagioué unrest as
evidenced by increagsed activity. The intellectuals transfer
their allegiance to the repressed pecples with the resultant
effect bpeing the spread of'rumor and scandal. Also, a gullty
group is identified and becomes the altention of an adverse
"advertising offensiveo”A A soclal myth 1is fabricated which

is a collection of illusions, myths, and doctrines, ané a
tentative cobject of loyalty is developed.

Out-group conflict emerges with a resultant increase in
in-group consclousness. The discontented orgenize to renmedy
the potential or actual breakdown of government. And demandsg
are pregsent which, 1f granted, would amount to abdicaticn of
those .in power.

The Popular Stage, llke the Preliminary Stage, is also
marked by milling; however, the difference is that the milling
process 1s speeded up to become more like "soclal contagion.™

The ideas of Intensification and contagion are important ones

8opper, op. cit., p. 273.
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because they imply & newly-found ewvareness of attention being
riveted and people belng more impulsively arocused. Another
term which could be used here is Vcollective excltement,®
agaln implying a mutuel awareness which results in integrate
ing unrest and discontent possibly leading to the collective
expression of non-rational conduct. M3o0cial contagion, thenwv
ls simply ean intense form of milling and collective excite-
ment in which rapport is established."?

The most effective mechanism for continuing the process
in this stage is the development of esprit de corps. Leaders
who deslre to intensify rapport as o means of attaining group

cohesion will use esprit de corps as a means of social cone-

trol; it will serve ag a means of organizing and integrating
loyalty to the movement. gggigg de corps thus helps to
develeop unity and golidarity in the mcvemenf, and in so=-
doing, 1t helps to prevent disintegration of the movement
while also helping to forward the evolution of the movement.
It is achieved through promoting in-group relationships,
both formal and informal.

Another mechanism introduced in this stage 1is the
¥gocialt or “revolutionary" myth. Such a myth plays the role
of helping "“the people . . . to believe that they are on the
march toward a New Order--a potential Utopia which it is theilr
duty to help actualize."10 such things as pamphlete, rumor,

scandal, and protests also help to achieve the group goal.

w

9Thid. . n. 2704 10v1:0 - e
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Because the conditions of the period and the skills
necessary to use the mechanlsms determine the regulrements
for successful leadership, one sees the emergence of the pro-
phet and the reformer. Chronologically, the prophet occurs
earllier in time because his main role is to promulgate the
social myth., He is the kind of charismatic person who is
confident and speaks with sn air of suthority, yet he always
speaks In generali terms. However, hisg ability 18 such that
he helps to verbalize the hopes and wishes of the people.

The reformer's role is somewhat different from that of
the prophet. The refoermer appears at a later time and speaks
on specific 1ssues rather than in generalities. He not only
speaks on specific lsgues but he develops a clearly defined
program,

The dominant social forﬁ changes from the mess to the
crowd. The process undertaken in this transformation 1is
noted by Blumer:

First, is the occurence of some exciling event

which catches the attention and arcuses the interest

of the people . . . the second step . . . the begine

ning of the milling process . . . third important

step . . . the emergence of a common oblect of

attention on which the impulses, feclings, and

imagery of the people become focused,it

The Formal Stage
.The transition from the Pofular to the Formal Stage

marks a cruclial point in the development of the movement.

piwmer, op. cit., p. 23b4.

ot Aowrss
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"Esprit de corps must be buttressed by devices designed to

develop group morale and ideology if disintegration is to be
avoided."12 Collective excitement and soclal contagion are
no lenger adeguate to maintain interest. Instead, the formu-
latlon of 1lssues and the formalization of procedures are
necessary. The roots of the movement must become embedded

so that the movement is more than a temporary, faddish
phenomenon,

Bow this is accomplished is partially explained by
exanining the typical characteristics of this stage: 1) The
first characteristic is the fizxation of motives and the defi-
nite formulation of aims. This implies attitudes and wvalues
in lieu of motives and aims. 2) The sebond characteristic is
the development of an organiéational structure with leaders,
a program, doctrines, and traditions.

Because of the character of the events of this stage,
the typical processes may be classified under three headings:
1) discussion and deliberation, 2) formulation, and 3) for-
malization. Given the rather rational nature of these three
processes, discussion and deliberation must be the type of
interaction which takes place, especially when one considers
that there are varying opinions on the issues under consid-
eration. Policles begin to take shape and programs are
formulated. The third event may be the most important of

the three in its eventual effect.

l2Hopper, op. cit., p. 275.
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[The)] wishes (attitudes) that have been reformulated,

goals (values) that have emerged, and policies that

have been developed get worked into the mores of the

participants and become a formal part of their behayjor

in preparation for subsequent institutionalization.
Thus, the movement becomes more solidified.

The effective mechanisms of this stage are those which
develop group morale and ideology. Morale is rooted in three
convictions: 1) the purposes of the movement are right and
victory will lead to a kind of Golden Age; 2) these purposes
will actually be realized; and 3) these purposés represent a
sacred responsibility which must be fulfilled. The ideology
of the movement provides reinforcement through a body of
doctrines, beliefs, and myths: these not only reinforce but
provide direction and enable participants to withstand the
opprosition of out-groups; Whétaver mechanisns are vutilized
serve to facilitate the prooéss of formalization.

In this stage, leadership is in the hands of statesmen.
.The leaders are those who formulate policies and who attempt
to carry social policy into practice; that is, they are
skilled in evaluating the prevailing social forces, resolving
the issues, and realizing the objectives of which the people
have become aware,

Formulation and formalization cannot occur in a mass or
crowd; the only place they can occur is in a public, the domi-
nant social form of this stage. The difference between a mass

and a public is that "A public is marked by the presence of

13¢via., p. 276.
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the discussion of, and a c¢ollective opinion about, an issue."14
Thus, a public is more concrete in its awareness and 1is engaged
in finding an answer to a previously unanswered problem (e.g.,

replacing an old goverrment).

The Institutional Stage

In the final stage of the movement, institutionalization,
the out-group's power 1is legalized and organized. "When the
attitudes and values . . . become the legal and political
foundation of social organizatlon, a new ggg;ggx has been
formed. . . ."15

In moving from the Formsl into the Institutional Stage,
the emergent characteristics may be classified as csusal or
transitional and resultant or accommodative. The causal
characteristics are such that a psychclogical and wsoral lel-
down occur whereby there is a return to old habits and economic
distress demands a settling down. The resultant chafacteriSa
tics are such that the soclety beglns to assume its "new" look
with the old sccial structure but new values. There is also
an increase in the powers of central government, often result-
ing in a dictatorship. "The revolution becomes attitudinally
established aﬁd develops a permanent organization that is

accepted to the current mores; thaet is, it is institution-

alized."16
l41pid., p. 277. 151bid., p. 277.

161h14., p. 277.
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As was seen in the other stages, the typical processes
are those which are sppropriate to the prevailing mood of the
participants. 1In this case, there 1s an increasing dependency
on discussion and deliberation as the means for fixing policies
and determining action, as was observed by E. C. Hughes:

The process of institutionalization results: the pro-

cess by which collective behavior which begins outside

formel offices and without formsl rules, engaged in by
unconventional groups of people in unexpected situ~
ations, or in ways contrary to use and want, develop
formal offices, organized groups, defined situations,

and a new body of sanctioned use and want.

The movement has come full-circle upon reaching the final stage.
The process has witnessed behavior on the part of the mass,

Vthe crewd, the public and, finally, a new society‘with a new
group of institutions and new values. It has assumed the
ultimate role of its predeoeséor and has seen people become
reconciled to the changed conditions of lifé.

An important area of consideration at this point in the
movement's evolution is whether or'not the new values are
attitudinally as well as legally accebted. What often happens
1s that the new values are not attitudinally accepted and a
compromise ig effected between the old and new value systems,
The movement only partly realizes its objectives, thus result-
ing in a state of lmperfect institutionalization.

The statement of effective mechanisms takes on a rather

nebulous character in this stage. This nebulous character is

178. ¢. Hughes, "Institutions," Qutline of the Principles
of Socioclogy, H. E. Park, ed. (New York, 1939), Part V, p. 286.
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due to the tendency for (1) a large number of possible mechan-
isms, any of which may influence people's behavior, and (2) a
concern for the ends sought rather than with the means usged
to attain those ends. Although any established mechanisms
mey be used in this stage, especially prevalent is the use of
formalized dogmas and bellefs in place of personal ascendancy.

In all four stages, the leader is a reflection of how
far the movement has evolved. In étage four, given the in-
creased degree of sophistication within the overall movement,
the movement utilizes the administrator-executive. This merely
represents the last stage in the division of labor process
whereby those things agitated for and prophecied by others
must now be administered,

The dominant sccial form of the Institutional Stege 1is
that which 1s implied by the use of the term "institutional-
ization," namely, society. As one follows the evolutionary
nature of a movement, the movement "acquires organization and
form, & body of customs and traditions, established leadership,
and enduring division of labor, social rules and social values:
in short, a culture, & social organization, and & new schene
of 11fe."18 A destroyed equilibrium has been re-established

and a new social order has been built in its place,.

18Blumer, op. cit., p. 279.



CHAPTER 3
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

While there 1s a tremendous amount of literature avail~
able on the Ku Klux Klan, much of this literature is repetitive
and too restricted for this study.1 Because the Klan's history
covers one hundred years, and because of the Klan's uniqueness
as 1t rose and fell as a social movement, its history may be
seen in three eras: 4(1) 1865 to 1871, (2) 1915 to 1928, and
(3) 1954 to the present. Both the'fifst and third eras are
marked by a lack of good data. In the second era, the Klan
had a great desl of support in virtually every state in the
Union. During this time there was a large body of literature
produced on Klan effect at the state and local levels. No
one state or event accounted for all of the Klan grthh.
Rather, 1t was a collectivity of states and events. Thus any
literature which 1s too restricted is of 1little value to this
study, because it is the overall effect (inclusive of all
states) which the study is concerned with.

Aside from a voluminous amount of newspaper articles, as

well as articles found in the so-called "popular" magazines,

lpor a more individualistic account of Klan events, one
may see lssues of Time, World!'s Work, Literary Digest, News-
week, Nation, Christian Century, The New Yorx Times, and other
popular magazines and newspapers, especially those published
between 1915 and 1930. A more recent account may be found bv
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there is not an overwhelming body of scholarly literature
avaeilable. Hence, one of the limitations of the study 1s the
nunber of references one may use with assurance of accuracy.
While there are not too many good sources avalilable, some of
the more academic Journals as well as certain books allow
one the opportunity to develop a fairly comprehensive profile
of the Ku Klux Klan. Those sources available would seem to
be sufficlilent to develop an adequate understanding of the
history of the Ku Klux Klan.

While realizing that the ferm "repetitive" or "redundant"
might be used in referring to much of the 1iterature found 1in
newspapers and magazines, one would do well perhaps to clarify
and, to a degree, modify this usage. Although much of the
literature is 1imited and res&ricted, in some cases it was
felt advisable to use such literature. In reviewing the'
literature, one will find references to states or l1lssues of
a seemingly restricted usage. In such cases, the literature
chosen has usually been selected because of reference within
it to the larger issue, that is, the XKlan on more than just
a restricted level., The books and articles hentioned in this
review are those which are useful in descridbing the Ku Klux
Klan as a soclal movement. While the fourth chapter in this
paper will deal with the history of the Klan in three eras,
80, too; will this presentation of the review of the litera~
ture try to adhere to this same general format. Some authors

present articles which are more descriptive of one era than



27

another. Some authors may have‘used material which 1is usable
in all three eras. The following review will attempt to make
reference to those books and articles selected for usage and
at the same time, Justify such selection.

In the earliest era of the Klan, 1865 to 1871, the Klan's
activities were such that there was not a great deal of cbjec~
tive literature recorded. Howe&er, as is the rule in history,
some years later, more objective accounts of Klan'activity'
began to be published. Especially noteworthy here are two

articles which have appeared in The Journal of Negro History.

In 1927, Francis B. Simkins wrote an article entitled "The Ku
Klux Klan in South Caroiina." His maln concern was the Klan
during Reconstruction and what effect it had in South Carolina.?
Because of the limited effecﬁiveness of the early Klan (i.e.,
local as opposed to regional or national), Simkins could not
have written his account without considering the Southern
states which lie near South Carolina. He glves an account
which indicates the early roles played by Alabana, Georgia,
etc., as part of the old South. 1In this way, one may more
easily see the effect that the early Klan had on residents~e
especlally Black residents~-in the South.

In the same journal, sonme thirty-seven years later,

Simkins!' article was followed by Herbert Shapiro's article on

2Francis B. Simkins, "The Ku Klux Klan in South Carclina,"
The Journal of Negro History, XII (October, 1927), 606-647,

°
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the "South Carollina episode“B and the Klan during Reconw-
structlion. Simkins' and Shapiro's articles were similar in
the use of the hlstoricsl approach, however Shapiro's article
is somewhat better. Shapirot!s article is more group-concerned
than Simkins', which relied on many individual testimonies and
cases; However, relevant date may be drawn from both.

In A Fool's Errand/The Invisible Empire, by Albion V.

Tourgee, one finds an historic, fictional novel based on the

b The fictional

years immediately following the Civil War.
nature of the book does not mean that it is without value
here. It has been written in a “"Tom Jones style" and the
author inserts essays at times considered by him as demanding
of such essays. His remarks.are similar to those of William
Ge Brown5 in that they are being made from.a biased point

of view, yet they are belng made from someone who was alive
during the era being described, Tourgee's book provides

a commentary on the moral, economic, and social conditions
after the war; interwoven into his account is the fledgling
Ku Klux Klan and what importance was accorded to it. The

second part of the book is devoted to the "Invisible Empire."

This gection 1s more beneficial than his fictional account

3Herbert Shapiro, "The Ku Klux During Reconstruction:
The Scuth Carolina Episode," The Journal of Negro History,
XLIX (Jsnuary, 1964), 34-55,

uﬂlbion W. Tourgee, A Fool's Errand/The Tnvisible Empire
(New York, 1889).

51«!11&3&!{\ G. Brouwn. The T.ower Snonith in fmaricren Ui ot ~wre
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because it includes a nunber of excerpts from Congressional
investigations which serve to make it more reliable.

In 1902, The Lower South in American History was written

by William G. Brown. One chapter of the book was devoted to
the Klan and it is this chapter %?éFW}§V9f ggnqern,heéégg The
chapter is completely exegetic and without footnotes. However,
because of the time that it was written, and because of Brown's
being alive during the particular era in which the events took
place, the book is of vaiue. While perhaps not as well docu-
mented as some others, Brown describes well the psychclogical
mood of the South after the Civil War and the retionale for

the Klan's existence, He says, "Was it necessary? . . . no
other plan of resistance would have served so well. Was it
successful? No open revolt e§er succeeded more completely."6
In trying to decide whether it was justifiable, Brown realizes
that this is not so easily answerec. However, he does maintsain
e rather sympathetic approach to the Klan's aims, an approach
fhat was indeed stereotyped and typical of the South imme-
diately following the war.

In 1924 John Mecklin wrote A Study of the American Mind.’

This book deserves special mention, because ever since its
publicatlon, it has served as a standard text on the Klan, at

least in the Klan's first sixty years. He thought of the Klan

61p1d., p. 223.

; 7John M. Fecklin, A Study of the American Mind (New York,
1924).
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cas "o .. the most spectacular of all social movements in
American scociety since the close of the World War."8 While
Mecklin's book does make some vague generalizations, it, none-
theless, 1s a landmark in the literature on the Klan and is
used as & baslic reference in almost all scholarly attempts to
understand the Klan. HMecklin advences the idea that urban
disorganization could cause a change in values which could be
an additional reason for the emergence of the Klén, rather
than perpetuating the use of race hatred and old sentiments.
Mecklin covers both the 1865 to 1871 era and the period from
1915 until the book's publication in 1924,

In 1939 another book was published on the Klan which
also has been ﬁsed &8 a standard text. Taking the term
"Invigible Empire" from Tourgee, Stanley F. Horn9 asserts
that his title implies ", ... a South-wide organization of
Klans with a definite hierarchy."lo Although Horn fails to
prove entirely his postulate, he does provide a very readable
narrative of the period from 1865 through the Depression of

the 1930's,

John Higham's bock, Strangers in the Land, is.similar

to Horm's and Mecklin's in that his primary ccncenﬁration

BGeorge M. Stephenson, book review, Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, XI (September, 1924), 301,

9stanley F. Horn, Invisible Emplre: The Story of the
Ku Klux Xlan (Boston, 19397. ,_

R A

10Francis B. Simkins, book review, Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, XXVI (September, 1939), 270.
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covers the period from 1860 to 1925.%1 Another book which
deals wlith the entire one hundred year history of the XKlan,
but whose primary concern is from 1865 to 1930, is The XKu
Klux Klan by William Randel.}? Randel is especlally good on
the Reconstruction era, but his discussion of the more recent
Klan (1954 to the present) is somewhat lacking in content.

In 1941, Wilbur J. Cash wrote a book which although not
dealing primarily with the Xlan, provided a psycholecgical
framework for trying to understand the Klan.13 His book was

titled The Mind of the South, and the title might have been

more representative of the content had it included the words
101d South." Cash traces the fears of the nativism (i.e., its
aliedged purity} of the South being destroyed by the influx
of carpetbaggers and Negro politicians during Reconstruction.
Cash shows how any immigratidn of Jews, Catholics, or other
tgliens" provided a further threat in the late 1800's and
early 1900's. According to Cash, the Klan's reason for exist-
ence would be somewhat as follows:

« « » the o0ld coveted, splendid sense of being a

heroic blade, a crusader sweeping up mystical slopes

for White Supremacy, religion,; morality, and all that

had made up the faith of the Fathers: of being the

direct helr in continuous 1line of the Confederate

soldiers at Gettysburg and those old Klansmen who had

once driven out the carpetbagger and tsmed the scala-~
wag; of participating in ritualistic assertion of the

1l50hn Higham, Strangers in the Land (New Brunswick,
1955). T T T T ‘

12y4111am Rendel, The Xu Klux Klan (New York, 1965).

Liwilbur J. Cash, The Mind of the South (New York, 1965).
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South's continulng identity. its will to remain

unchanged and defy the ways of the Yankee and the

world in favor of that one which had so long been

its own.

In 1923, John Meoklin wrote an exegetic article titled
"The Ku Klux Klan and the Democratic Tradition."l5 Mecklin's
assertion was that the Klan found Justification in its cry
for "100% American" by using Catholics as & scapegoat and
focusing on their alleglance to the Pope. Because of their
allegiance to the Pope, Catholics weré believed not to be so
loyal to America as thelr Protestant brethern were. They
were gulilty of conflicting interests. The seriousness of
this belief iz indicated in a court trial in Oregon relat-
ing to the use of parochial schools. David B, Tyack provides
an interesting commentary on -the idea of "100% American.“16
In 1922, the people of Oregon passed a biil requiring all
children between the ages of elght and sixteen to attend
public schools. Esséntially, thishoutlawed private schools.

The b1ll was fought in the courts,17 and in 1925, the U. S.

Supreme Court declared the bill unconstitu%icnal. However,

1pia., p. 337,

15J0hn M. Mecklin, "The Ku Klux Klan and the Democratic
Tradition," American Beview, II (May-June), 241-251.

léDavid B. Tyack, "The Perils of Pluralism: The Back-
ground. of the Plerce Case," The American Historical Review,
L¥XIV (October, 1968), 74-98,

17Society of Sisters of the Holy Names, Plaintiff, v.
Pi@rce (the governor of the time) et al., Defendants, Nos.
E8662 and 8660 cons.
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this isolated example is illustrative of how many people
felt about being a "pure American” in the 1920's,

Robert Moats Miller's article, "A Note on the Helation-
ship Between the Protestant Churches and the Revived Xu Klux
Klan.“l8 offers an explanation for what seemed to be falrly
widely acknowledged church complacency. Miller admits that
the Klan worked "hand in glove" with Protestant denominations,
their clergy, and their members. However, this was not to
such a degree as has been previously thought. Why? Accord-
ing to Miller, the Church presse was never in favor of the
Klan.t9 Many national conventions, assemblies, clergymen,
and parishioners also issued statements denouncing the Klan.

Guy B. Johnson was another writer interested in the Klan,
although his specific intereét was in interpreting the Klan,20
especially the ﬁew Klan of the 1920's, Whereas religion was
involved in the Oregon school case, Johnson saw religion in-
volved in the whole movement. "The South takes its religion
much more seriously than does any other section of the coun-
try."21 Because of thls, religious orthodoxy is opposed to

liberalism and creates an inevitable conflict of interest.

18Bobert Moats Miller, "A Note on the Relationship
Between the Protestant Churches and the Revived Ku Klux Klan,®
Journal of Southern History, X{II (August, 1956), 355-368.

191bid., p. 358.

2OGuy B. Johnson, "A Sociological Interpretation of the
New Ku Klux Movement," The Journal of Social Forces, I (May,
1923), 440-445,

2l1b1d., p. B43,
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This orthodoxy tended to go hand-in-hand with the Klan aims to
preserve, to protect, to prevent, to suppress.zz

An article written in 1924 by Frank Bohn23 also proves
to be a fruitful reference in stﬁdying the Klan's second phase
or era., Bohn felt that most accounts of the Klan had not been
scienﬁifically done and were vexed with the problems of bias
and value-judgments. He felt a sociological interpretation
was in order for a better understanding of the Klan revival
in 1915, IBohn's article is particularly good, realizing its
date of publication, because of his reluctance to accept hate,
fear, etc., as satlisfactory explanations for the Klan's re-
vival. Bohn discusgses the new type of national thought and
morality which were related to the effects (br perhaps more
logically were EEE effects) or urbanization. As Bohn says,
"The 0ld American and the 01d America are passing into his-~
tory."24

Although published almost forty years after the works
of Johnson and Bohn, Charles C. Alexander's monograph, Cru-

sade for Conformity, provides a further word on the outgrowth

of the Klan in much the same tone as did his antecedents.
", . . the primary motivation for the spread of the Klan

over Texas was . . . &8 yearning for some force to correct the

221b1d., p. 441,

23Frank Bohn, "The Ku Klux Klan Interpreted," The
American Journal of Sociclogy, XXX (January, 1925), 385407,

2h1pia., p. bo7.
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undesirable features of a rapidly urbanizing society--a quest
for moral and social conformity.“25 While the majority of

the people in America may not have been considered to be in

a soclial movement, this "corrective" desire waé a shared one.
Alexander further illuminates underlying factors in the Klan's
histofy, at least in this one epoch.

In 1946, Stetson Kennedy'!s Southern Exposure was pub-

lished.26 While not devoted entirely to the'Klan,'the book
devotes one chapter to the Klan and it is mentioned through-
out the book. The book is mainly about poverty in the South
and the Klan is seen as an outgrowth of that poverty. Kennedy
‘also provides a chronology of Klan events--at least those he
deems as important--from 1915 to 1945, Whiie he does avoid
writing about the Klant's political involvement, he still has
provided = useful source of reflerence,

Published in 1950 by the Anti-Defamatiocn League of B!'nai
Brith, A Measure of Freedom, by Arnold Forster, provides a
very descriptive discussion of Klan activities in the Late
1940'5.2? Occasionally, reference is made to the 1920ts and
1930's, however, Forster 1s most concerned with the late 1940’8;

Forster's book is a good source of information because he writes

25Charles C. Alecxander, Crusade for Conformity: The Ku
Klux Klan in Texas, 1920-1930 (Houston, 1962), p. V.

2bstetson Kennedy, Southern Exposure (Garden City, 1946).

27pTnold Forster, A Measure of Freedom, (Garden City,
1950).
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about & period of time which most of the more recent writers
tend to ignore. While basically concerned with the Klan's
effect on Jews, the book does provide a good chronology of
Klan activitlies during these years, which on the surface
appear as rather unimportant years for the Klan as a social
movement.

James W. Vander Zanden has been responsible for two

28 In the more recenﬁ of his

articles involving the Klan.
two articles, his concern is with "The Klan Revival." It is
very brief, but his analysis of the revived Klan is good.
Vander Zanden 1s as concerned with the revived Klan in a
descriptive sense as he is in an analytical sense. Conse=-
quently, his article provides a source for gleaning one of
the underlying factors in why people Jjoin the Klan: v, , .
the position which Klansmen occupy within the social struc-
ture."?? 1Its importance is relevant, sociologically, because
of Vander Zandents emphasis on the Klan as a group-oriented
phenomenon.

While Vander Zanden suggests in his article that Klan
nembers become rather paranoic in viewing themselves and their
"Klan" as being suspect by'those around them, Donald E.

williama offers a similar case in his article, "Protest Under

ngames W. Vander Zanden, "The Theory of Social Movements,"
Sociolozy and Sociological Research, XLIV (September~October,
19597, 3-87 and "The Klan Revival," American Journal of Soci-
ology, LYV (March, 1960), Ls56-462.

2% ander Zanden, “"The Klan Revival," p. 457.
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the Cross: the Ku Klux Klan Presents its Case to the Public,
1960."30 Williams documents a Series of speeches made by
Klan preachers and offers explanaticns for their rationsle.
An example of Klan attempts to combat theirlenemies is seen
in this excerpt, "When the last shot is fired and the smoke
hag cleared away, we will stand victorious over the forces
of Satan,!" prophesied a Klan preacher.31

Published in 1962, Arnold Rice's The Ku Klux Klan in

American Politics 1s mainly concerned with the 1920's, the

time of tﬁe Klan's greatest strength, especilally political
strengtha32 Rice brings the'reader up to date by tracing
\tﬁe Klan throughout the 1960 Presidential election. Much of
the research done on the Klan has been hampered by Klan
secrecy; this also bothered Rice. "Klansmen have been {ena
still seem to be} unwilling to discuss with outsiders their
recollections of the inner~workings of the order. 33 ane~
theless, Rice does a commendable job of showing Klan strength

at the local, state, and national levels.

BODonald . Williems, "Protest Under the Cross: the Ku
Klux Klan Presents its Case to the Public, 1960" Southern
Speech Journal, XXVII (Fall-Summer, 1961m1962) 4355,

31w1lliamu, gquotation from Vicksburg Post, August 5,
1960, p. 55.

32prnold Rice, The Ku Klux Kldn in American Politics,
(Washington, 1962).

33Ibid., p. V; this point is further evidenced by Robert
Shelton's recent imprisonment,
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Kenneth T. Jackson's book, The Ku Klux Klan in the City,
is not only useful as a bibliographic‘source, but it also
shows the relevance of Mecklin's idea of wvalue-conflict in
the urban scene.B” Jackson is primarily concerned with the
period from 1915 to the present (1967), and his book is
especially ugeful becasuse of his discussion of urbanization
and its effect on the Klan.

Although published in 1965, Charles C. Alexander's book,

The Ku Klux Klan in the Southwest, reminds one that, particu-

larly in the South or Southwest, the Klan's secrecy was based
on the tenet of strict Christian marality.35 The Fundamental-
ist background of many Klensmen has been pointed out by
othcrs.36 A litelal 1nterprctat ilon cf the Bible made them
advocates of a strict Christian morality. It was from this
interpretation that justifiable secrecy and the belief in
Negro inferiority evolved. Alexander's approach is similar

to that of Rice, because he, too, emphasized political par-
ticipation. This is especially important because he and

Rice have discussed an area which has been avoided by many

other writers.

BAKenneth T Jackson, The Ku Klux Klan in the City (New
York, 1967).

35Charles C. Alexander, The Ku Klug Klan in the South-
west (Lexington, 1965).

365ce John M. Mecklin, "The Ku Klux Klan and the Demo-
cratic Tiradition," pp. 241-251; also see Miller, op. cit.,
pp.6355w368; and a teble may be found in Jackson, op. cit.,
p. 63. -
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In Hooded Americanism, published in 1965, David M.

Chalmers discussed the first one hundred years of the Klan's
existence: 1865 to 1965037 He presents a comprehensive
history of the Klant's development, brief period of flourishe-
ment, and subsequent demlise. Like most writers of the more
well-documented becoks on the Klan, Chalumers presents both a
descriptive history and an analysis of the meaning of the
Klan. His book serves as an invaluable source of reference.
"Chalmers'has combed the secondary literature and contempor-
ary periodicals as no one has ever done before."38

Carl N. Degler's brief history of the Klan, which re-
views the adequacy of three hooks about the Klan (Randel's,
Chalmer's and Alexander's "Southwest®), 1s beneficial because
Degler subjects all three books to the same criteris and tells
the shortcomings of each. He also.lnterprets each stage in
the Klant's history with comments of his own.

Because this study of the Ku Klux Klan is concerned with
testing a social movement theory, the literature chosen has
been that which is most helpful in writing of the Klan as a
social movement. Specific analysis of the Klan as a pressure
group, vigllante law_andmofder group, or fraternal organization
would necessitate additional research into available litera-

ture. - For this paper, those sources cited will be adeqguate,

37David M., Chelmers, Hooded Americanism (New York, 1965),

380&:1 N. Degler, “"A Century of the Klans: A Review
Article," Journal of 3outhern History, XXXI (November, 1965),

435,




From the literature cited, an historical framework may be
established and the analysis of the evolutionary nature of

the Klan may be investigated.

4o



CHAPTER 4
HISTORY OF THE KU KLUX KLAN

Wexre one to examine the Ku Klux Klan¥* only as a social
phenomenon and not be concermned with the more esoteric task
of sociological analysls, one would find fascinating read-
ing, for among other things, the Klan provides an example
of "discontinuous continuity."l It has not had the polit-
lcal longevity of eilther the Republican or Democratic
pérties, vet neither has it had the rapid rise znd fall of
the Bullmocse Party of the 1900's, Instead, it has had
discontinuous continuity; it has been dormant but not dead.

The Ku Klux Klan's history covers three periods of

time, each with a birth and each with a Yquasi-termina~

¥*With an occasional exception, the Ku Xlux Klan will
hereafter be referred to more briefly as the Klean.

lupiscontinuous continulity" is & phrase used here to
indicate that in this particular social novement there is
not one, uninterrupted, pregressive movement. The phrase
i1s a furtherance of Degler's ternm, "quasi-~-termination.®
Although previously vocal Klan exponents did not openly
support Klan ideology during the years when the ¥Klan was
inactlive, this did not mean that Klan ideclogy died when
the movement died. An idea may persist even though the
founding organization or person does not publicly advocate
1ts usage. "Discontinnous continulty" is an appropriate
term because it reflects the stop-and-start nature of the
Klan, a characteristic not nearly so noticeable in many
other social movements (e.g., the American Revolution or
the Bolshevik RBevolution, both of which had seen their
ideologles adopted).

Ly
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tion."2 Because of this, 1t is not feasible to look at the
Klan as one, continuous movement. The alternative is to
examine the Klan as three separate, distinct movements. This
alternative 1s preferable even though examination msy show
that some central ideology remains intact in sll three phases
of ité history. Through an application of Rex prper's
theory, the "rise and fall" nature of the Ku Klux Klan's hig-
tory should becode apparent. This aepplication wiil utilize
three epochs:

(1) 1865 to 1871

(2) 1915 to 1928

(3) 1954 to the present.

1865 to 1871

When the Civil War ended, the South was in a state
of chaos~~-not only politically, buf also econemically, and
familially. From the beginning of the Reconstruction period
and the occurrence of often unwanted state goverrments im-
poged on the local citizenry, social condi@ions were ideal
for discontent. Governmental meddling by "outsiders" pro-
"vided the catalyst needed for the birth of the Ku Klux Klan.
It was the overturn of governments that made the
{u Klux Klan an important force in the Southern

life. 1In praecticelly every one of the Southern
states in which the Klan rode, it sgprang or expanded

2carl N. Degler, "A Century of the Klans: A Review
Article," Journal of Southern History, XXXI (November, 1965),
435, . o
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into active 1life with the advent of the new Radical
governments of 18567 and 1868.3
With the overthrow of the old and the advent of the new, the
Klant's inception was only a matter of time.
Whenn the war stopped,
The one course of dishonor was abject surrencder;
if the only feasiktle alternative was subversion
of constituted authority, it was Justified by the
outrageons Radical flouting of Southern principles.
« « « this underground resist?nce we know, today,
as the original Ku Klux Klan.?

; It was in December of 1865, in Pulaski, Tennessee, that
the Ku Klux Klan was at least formally recognized with a name.
It was founded by six young college men who decided to form
2 club, in which Jamesg Crowe was especially influentisl. The
name for theilr secretive, fraternal organization was reputedly
decided uporn when one of the members recalled from his study
of Greek the word kuklos, meaning a band or circle. Another
member suggested splitting the word in two and changing the
final lctter to X, yielding the mongrelized term ku klux.

And, because gll of the members were of Scottish descent,

another member suggested adding the word clan, spelled with

a k for conglstency, thus ylelding: ku klux giggﬁf Because
it y _

masquerading was a popular form of entertainment in those

daye, it was felt that using white sheets and pillow cases

3David M. Chalmers, Hooded Americanism (New York, 1965),
pc 110 ’

M1liiam Pierce Randel, The Ku Klux Klan (New York,
1965), p. 3.
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for costumes would heighten the mygterioué nature of their
organization,

Initially, they had no apparent motive other than a
purely sccial one. "“Their problem was idleness, their pur-
pose amusement. "> Even though thelr initial intent was
merely to have some fun, the scaring of creduloué Negroes
was an unexpected consequence of their carousing efforts.

", « « the time was 'rotten ripe! for the developﬁent of
the Klan as a means to control the newly freed Negro and
his Northern friends."6

+ The Xlan was attracting attention and was spreading.
The second den of the Klan was formed in Athens, Tennessee,
and it was decided to make thelr chief purpose White Supre-
macy. The Klan's strength cannot be very accurately measured
from 1865 to 186?, however, one may assume that what we call
"milling! was taking place,? In April of 1867, thefe was a
meeting in Nashville., At this time, General Géorge W. Gordon
established the Prescript of the Ku Xlux Klan, together with
a set of ten questions which every Klan applicant had to
answer affirmatively. While General Robexrt E. Lee declined
the position of Grand Wizafd, he nonetheless approved the
appointmént of General Nathan Redford Forrest. In addition

to the Prescript, there was a concluding charge to initiates

SChalmGTS, QED E}Itq ¥ p. 8c 6;‘ id,o [ pc 9&

TIA

7Ibid., see eapecially pp. 9~10.
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which embodies the essence of the Klan ideology: "Our Main
and Pundamental Objective is the MAINTENANCE OF THE SUPREMACY
OF THE WHITE RACE IN This Republic."8 Hence, the assumption
of milling and popular unrest is based on the outgrowth of a
meeting of six young men to a larger meeting in which the
group became more formally organirzed.

During the years 1865 to 1871, especially after the
1867 meeting, the Klants tactics were violent. In those
post Civil War days, what one saw was a situation where ih
the aftermath gf the war, with Confederate soldiers glumly
returning home, the populace‘of the South was passing from a
miiling stage to a stage of popular unrest. This stage wasg
reinforced by the ideas that ". . . the Negro composed é
large and often majority of the population and . . . the
dream and the dread that troubled many Scutherners was black
insurrection.n?

With the embitterment of having lost the war, all that
was needed was something to give dispirited Scutherners soume
cohesiveness: hence, the Klan had a readymmade membership
when it formallized. It provided a vehicle to do illegally
what the great majority of Southern whites wanted to do but
could not do legally. And the cloask of secrecy prevented the

feaf of detection. The shared hopes for the continuance of

’ Bﬁamdel.gga cit., p. 18,

IChalmers, op. cit., p. 17.
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Negro inferiority and the preservation of the old social
order provided the collectively sought goals.
In its formal stage of development, little was needed

to retain group morale and esprit de corps among the Klan's
members. With white supremacy as its central focus, addition-
al jusﬁificaﬁion for this philoscophy was needed. To merely
assert that the past era was better than the present era was
not subhstantive ehougho Why or on what grounds was ﬁhiﬁeA
supremacy Justifiable? The answer to this was found in devel-
oping a soundly stated policy on why Negroes were inferior:
Godfs law deemed it so.

| The religiocus orientetion of the Klan fellowing was and
st1ll is basically Fundamentalist, that 1is, if adheres to a
literal reading or Mstrict® interpretatién of the Bible.lo
The Fundamentalists!' interpretation of the scriptural stories
of the cursing of Canaan and Hamm provided the basis for the
white supremists' position which lies at the heart of Xlan
philosgsaophy.

The stories of Cansan and Hsmm supported the Klan belief

that "Negroes were sald to have evolved along a line distinctly

separate from that which produced the white race and that

10gee John Me Mecklin, "The Ku Klux Klan and the Demo-
cratic Tradition," American Review, II (May-June, 1923),
241-251; also see Robert Moats Hiller, "A Note on the Relation-
ship Between the Protestant Churches and the Revived Ku Klux
Klan,®" Journal of Southern History, XXII (August, 1956), 355-
368; and a helpful table may be found in Kenneth Jacksonts,
The Xu Klux Klan in the City (New York, 1967), p. 63.

-
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culminated in the noble Anglo~Saxons."ll Thus, the argument
that Negroes were not really human belngs but members of a
lower blological order could receive some credence by Biblical
reference., Further procf w%was to be found in seeing who had
and had not become dominant and successful. The implication
was thét the Protestant Ethic was accepted. Following this
line of thought, no group of Negroes had become so economically
and culturally significant as white Americans. de did favor
whites.

The use of violence was ariother cohesive force at work.
An isolated example of this violence may be found in North
Carolina, where by June, 1870, the toll reached thirteen
murders and tweﬁtywtwo known Whippingss The use of torture
and viclence seemed to the Klan to be especially effective.
Also, it had a considerable effect on Southern politics where
Republican margins of victory were substantially cut.12

While violence was a cohesive force for the Klan, it
also led to the Klan's demise as a major social movement in
the South. The Klan's formal organization went no further
than uttering téken pledges at the meeting in Nashville.
Except for this one time, the klans were in the form of local
dens that did as they chose, a trait again witnessed in the

1950t's. Klan behavior varied from area to area, but all klans

1lpangel, op. cit., p. 30.

l2gerbert Shapiro, "The Ku Klux Xlan During Reconstruction:
The South Carolina Episode," The Journal of Negro History, XLIX
(Januvary, 1964), 36-46,
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had as thelr main objective the 1dea of white supremacy at
any cost. Violence became so extreme and so widespread that
in 1869, the Imperisl Wizard, Forrest, ordered the dissolution
of the order. However, "it remalned for the Federal Force
Act, martial law, mass arrests, and confessions to join
imperial dishandment and growing disapproval in bringing the
'Klan to an end by 1872.v13

Although the Klan had not institutionalized at this time,
whatever success it achieved is not difficult to understaﬁd°
To the whlite Southerner, "The carpetbagger did not belong,
the Radical white was a scaléwag . » o &and the Negro was
neither a man nor a :3011’{;1%3rma:rf.”l"L Someone had to rill a
void and insure that the soclial order was not too radically
altered. "The Ku Klux Klan wés 2 Jaw-and-order movement
because it was directed at the restoration of the proper
order. "o |

The Klan was to be the saviour and restoref of what had
been and what was to continue to be. Its termination as a
viable social azction grdup meant that 1t was eliminated in
name only; 1ite ideological platform was reflected in Southerml
politics, and the remnants of this initisl foray may still be
found today in the 1deoleoglies of such men as George Wallace

and Lester Maddox.

13¢helmers, op. cit., p. 19. lhpi4., p. 20.

:‘.5“]}&‘};—@0 bl pl’ 21-'
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From 1872 to 1914, the Klan was not very active. When
Southerners once agein ruled their own domain, there was not
so much to get upset about because it became easier to control
the Negroes and to pass the legislation they desired. "Force
was to be uvused . . . until the whites triumphed. But it was
to be the force of men moving in daylight without disguise."lé
Non-Klanners who were respectable ciltizens were vocal about
thelir wish to perﬁetuate the belief in Negro infefiority. On
September 16, 1989, Senator Albert Beveridge, from Indiana,
sz2ild in a speech:

The opposition tells us we ought not to rule a

pecople without its consent. 1 answer, the rule of

liberty, that all Jjust governments derive their

authority from the assent of the governed, applieg

enly to those who are capable of self-government,

1915 to 1928

In 1905, Thomas Dixon, Jr., wfote The Clensmen, an

historic romsnce of the Ku Klux Klan. Little did he know

that a chain of events was to take place that would lead to
a revival of the Klan. The book was eventually made into a
play and, in 1915, into a movie titled "The Birth of a

Natlion.% It was the release of the movie that started the

16prancis B. Simkins, "The Ku Klux Klan in South
g?ralina," The Journal of Negro History, XII (Cctober, 1927),
7. |

17pandge1, ope. cit., p. 23; discontinuous continuity is
clearly exemplified here. While Senator Beveridge may not
, have been a card-carrying Klansman, he provided the oratory
which expressed Klan philoscphy and thus perpetusted its
effect even thousgh 1t was dormant as a social movement force.
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Klan's revival.lB initiated by neither Dixon nor the movie-
makers, but by William J. Simmons.

The ease with which Simmons organized this new Klan‘is
evidence of the discontinuous continuity to which previous
reference has been made. While hospitalized with injuries
from én automoblile accident, Simmons worked out all of the
details which he then copyrighted. He then gathered men of
simil&f thought from various fraternal orders in Aﬁlanta,
Georgla, and they Jjointly agreed to found the order. When
the movie opened in Atlanta one week later, they put an
advertisement in the local paper, and, almost overnight,
there were ninety dues-paying members.

Although the moviets impprtance canmot be over-empha-
slzed, the presence of World War I was also important in the
Klan's rebirth. It was from the war's aftermath that the
Klan could Justify some of its principles. The war led to an
era when "The Nation had to be defended against alien enenmies,
slackers, idlers, strike leaders, and immoral wcmen, lest
victory be endangeredo"l9 Their creed, in brief, stated
(1) White Race Supremacy; (2) Pure Americanism; (3) The Pre-
servation of Protestant Chfistianity; (4) The Protection of

Womarhood and Morality.zo Armed with this kind of philosophy,

1830hnson, op. cit., p. 440,
19¢haimers, op. cit.., p. 31.

20Jo@nson, op. cit., p. 441,
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the Klan was ready for another attempt to preservé, protect,
prevent, and suppress. Its task was to save Americae21

The unrest evident in the Nation and the organizing of a
new Klan were characteristic of the Preliminary Stage which
in turn led to a pericd of popular unrest. The era was also
characterized, both in reference to the Klan and soclety-at-
large, by “racial unrest, hard times, and nostalgia . . ."22
One of the causal factors here was that America ﬁas experienc-
ing a new phase in its history--urbanization. Many of the
new urbanites were "native American stock" from small towns
and rural areas. Consequently, there was a sharp contrast
between rural values and the changing mores of people moving
to the cities.

After the end of World War I, there was a mood of ultra-
patriotism, racial antipathiés were intensified, and there was
believed to be a general moral laxity in the count?y;23 there-
fore the Klan could crusade for things which did indeed seem
to concern most Americans. Although mass excitement, unrest,
and milling were occurring from 1915 to 1920, Simmons was not

capable of mobilizing people into an effective social movement.

Collective excitement, soclal contagion, and esprit de corps

2lprank Bohn, "The Ku Klux Klan Interpreted," The
American Journal of Sociology, XXX (January, 1925),  395.

22Chalmers, op. cit., p. 39.

~23prnold S. Rice, The Ku Klux Klan in American Politics

prare———

(New York, 1962), pp. 15-16, |
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could only be develcped by someoné else who could more force-
fully serve as a prophet. The emergence of a reformer, who
could give the organization s better sense of directlion, was
also needed. The roles of prophet and reformer were dually
shared by Edward Young Clarke and Elizabeth Tyler. Both
Clarke and Tyler saw the Klan as good for one thing, making
money.zLL Simmons! ineptness at making the Klan function gave
Clark and Tyler their cues. Simmons contracted with the
palr to promote and financially manage the Klan for which he
would receive $100 a week for life, plus additional money
depending on the recruitment‘of new members, The signing of
the contract took place in June, 1920, and this is when a
vigorous Klan began to flourish anew.

Clarke and Tyler examinea the social scene and decided
that postwar morality was the best issue for creating inter-
est in the new Klan. They devised a propaganda campaign
that capitalized on what Simmons had already done so that the
agitation of the mass was maintained. They created an image
of the Klan as a guardian of public morality. Their objects
for control, then, became aliens, Negroes, and those who were
perceived to be un-American and sinful. "There are less than
20,000,000 Catholics in America and about 3,000,000 Jews. If
our 100 per cent Americans are properly organized, we can

speedily control the country politically."25 Also, news.

243ackson, op. cit., p. 9.

25Bohn, op. cit., p. 385.
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stories were carefully screened so that those faverable to
Klan philoscophy could be widely publicized, reinforcing esprit
de corps. The Klan endeavored to be not only "“guardian® but
also both legal and 1llegal law enforcers.

It has been shown not only how the Klan maintained
interest during the Popular Stage, but also how they verbal-
1zed thelr own formal dogma for gaining control. While the
strategy led to formulation and formalization, at the same
time 1t provided a means for airing Klan doctrine while also
insuring Klan cohesiveness, solidarity, and unity.

“"[The] . . . decision to thrust the Klan into politics
¢+ « « started the order on its road to oblivion‘"26 In early
1922, Dr. Hiram Wesley Evans, a Dallas dentist, assumed the
leadership of the nationsl Ku'Klux Klan. He assezsed its
strength and decided that it could‘have & gfeat deal of
political influence in the Southern and Southwestern states.
But the problem the Klan overlooked was that, in supporting
candidates for office, political acti%ists would provide a
wedge for splitting and fragmenting the order. Although there
was much dissention as to who would be supported, the elections
of 1924'were very beneficial to the Xlan. Examples of un-
measurably high Klan influence and victories in the 1924
elections may be cited in six states. While the local level

strategy called for the election of sheriffs who were Klansmen

26pegler, op. cit., p. 440.

[
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themselves, the big effort was to get rid of anti-Klan gover-
nors and to elect XKlansmen to Congress. Pro-Klan governors
were elected in Oregon, Georgia, Indiana, Alabama, Kansas

and Colorado. Pro-Klan Congressmen were elected from Colorado,
Texas, Indlana, Georgia, and Oklahoma. Lesser offices were
attained in Virginia, Kentucky, Temnessee, and Florida, as
well as those states previously mentioned.

Although Klan membershnip was at an all-time high, it was
not without difficulties. The members were dispersed through-
out every state in the Union and this dispersion did not serve
the Klan well. The press at this time became very anti-Klan.
The Klan did not divorce violence from its political hopes.
With physical harassment used as a means of silencing its
opponents, it hampered 1its owﬁ cause. Such comments as those

found in the Oklahoma Leader are fairly typical:

The Klan is the tbeatinest' thing that ever came
down the pike. Itfs a fraternal order for the
promotion of strife; an empire for the promotion
of democracy; a criminal consplracy for upholding
the law; a peace crusade by violence, and a new
sort of Christianity that would flog Christ for
being a Jew and a foreigner.

Other papers expressed a position philosophlcally similar

to that of the Qklahoma Leader. The remarks of people of

stature could be added to this, thus giving many people all
the more reason to begln questioning the Klan's validity as

a worthwhile social movement.

27randel, op. cit., p. 208,



One of the losing gubernatorial candldates 1in Kansas
was William Allen White, the distinguished editor of the

Emporia Gazette. White had been prompted to enter the

guberﬁatorial race because the Klan had endorsed both the
Republican and Democratic candidates, and neither had re-
Jected the endorsement. White began in 1921 "to laugh the
Klan cout of Kansas." He saw Klan members as "suckers" who
had $10 to "squander" on a membership fee for which'they
were entitled to wear "nightgowns." White chose the most
effective weapon ever uvused ageinst the Klan--ridicule, a
weapon the Klan itself had used to its advantage, egpecially
during Reuonstruction.28

By the second half of th@ 1920's, the ebonomy had becone
more prosperous. More importantly, the immigrant influx had
stopped and the Klansmen had had sufficient time to acclimate
thenmselves to the new era and its new morality. Also, there
were no visible signg that Klan vigilantism had improved the
moral climate of the country. With its internal strife, its
disfavor in the press, and general waning of support, the
Klan became "asldead as the proverbial doornail.n29

The years from 1928 to 1954 demonstrate well the concept
of.”discontinuous continuity." While the revived Klan was

not officially pronounced dead until 1944, when it could not

281b14d., p. 216,

297ackson, QE; cit., p. 80.



pay its bills, it had for practical purposes diled in 1928.

Its last significant effort as a group was 1n the 1928
Presidential election when it opposed Al Smith. From then
until 1954, it vascillated from one issue to another and had
no effective central administration. While 1t had had public
suppoft at the polls for a brief time, previous Klan affili-
ation became a greater liability than an asset.BO In this
twenty-six year iﬁterim period, the Klan did succeed at one
thing; through its occasional activities, its symbolic imagery
was kept allve and to certasin groups, the hope for another
Klan was still within reason. So long as the main traditional
belief in Negro inferiority was perpetuated, some politicians
were elected because of pro-Klan sympathies rather than others
who were not sywpathetic to the Klan. Discontinuous continu-
ity reflected the long-lasting effect which the Klan was to

have.

1954 to 1970
The last phase of the Klant's history is one in which the
Klan is seen as revived but so organizationally splintered as
to render itsgelf rather ineffective. After the splintering
in the 1920's, the depression occurred, which still further
decreased Klan mambership and activity. While World War IT
promptéd a slight resurgence of Klan activity (primarily for

the same reason as after World War I~-morals), there was

30kandel, op. cit., p. 220,
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insufficient interest to keep sustalned support. Instead of

morals,

It was the Supreme Court decision against public

school segregation on May 1, 1954, that gave the

Invisible Empire a new impetus and environment

fer action. In a South marked by growilng hysteria,

the Klan burst into activity.Jll

ﬁr. Samuel J. Green had been the Grand Dragén of the
Klan which had dissolved due to financial difficulty in 1944,
From 1945 to 1948, he assumed the national leaderghip, and
in 1949, he was officially installed as Imperial Wizard.
However, shortly after taking office, he dled, and in the
clamoring for this office which followed, concensus was
never reached on a new leader. When the Supreme Court
decision was made in 1954, not one united Klan went into
action but rather many, disunited Xlans. Individual and
mass unrest were immediately evident after the decision had
been made public. Agitation was geherated not only‘by indi-
vidual men but also by newspapers, which reached large
numbers of people who could have their own negative feelings
toward integration reinforced. The propaganda supplied by
newspapers helped to keep unrest and milling in a constant
state of belng.

Again, because of the enormity of the issue, the Popuiar

Stage was ropidly passed through. While the Klans were still

BIChalmers, op. ¢it., p. 343,

v,
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acting individually by name,32 they were coilectively acting
by deed. Integration would not be tolerated under any cori-
ditions. Such men as Bill Hendrix, William Morris, Samuel
Roper, and Lycurgus Spinks (again alded by Southern néws»
papers) acted as prophets and reformers in keeping people's
interest at a fever pitch and €esprit de corps was easlily
maintained.

By the time that the public schools opened in the fall
of 1956, the end of the Popular Stage had been reached.
Although not officially recognized as members of the Klan,
Southern legislators predictably responded to pressure by
trying to delay integration. Integration is still & major
soclal issue. However, it would seem that when Dick Gregory
can speak--by invitation--on the campus-of the University of
Alabama, the Klan is not winning the battle. And while the
Nizon administration may not be expediting integration as
some would like, integration 1s much nore widespread in 1970
than it was in 1954,

When people in the South were mobilized enough to show
by their asctions (e.g., refusing to send children to inte-
grated schools, starting private schoolé, demonstrating,

church and school bombings, etc.) how they felt about

3ZWhen Dr. Green died, no one ever rose to take his
place. Conseguently, nuvmerous, individually identifiable
Klans were founded. Some of the more prominent ones were
named and guided by: Association of Georgla Klans, Samuel W.
Boper; Federated Ku Xlux Klans, Inc., William Hugh Morris;
Knights of the Ku Klux Klian of America. Dr. Lvcurcus Sninke.
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integration,33 end when local, state, and national legisla-
tors also volced similar concern, it seemed to serve as the
Klan's and the South's worst enemy rather than best friend.
The thoroughly entrenched racist (de jure segregation) social
order of much of America was made more apparent than ever.
The Klan's attempts to delay a constitutional guarantee to
all Americans served as a main expeditor of civil rights
legislation. Thus the Klan had exposed and 1nadvertehtly
damaged both itself and the double standard rampant in the
South and elsewhere. It is lronic that racial equality was
given one of its biggest boosts by a group which had racial
inequality as a central tenet of its ideology.

In the Klan's striving to maintaln the status quo,

breaking the law was to them an acceptable policy if the
rewards merited the means. Cilvil rights demonstrators slso

broke the law, but to change the status guo, and it was on

their gide that the country stood.

In a last gasp attempt at anti-Catholicism, the Klan
stirred some activity during the 1960 Presidential election.
Klan supported candidates were to be anti-Kennedy even if
they were ambivalent about Nizon. That four usually Demo-
cratic states voted Republican may or may not attest to Kian

influence. While rather problematic, 1t is most probable

335ee Arnold Rice, op. cit., pp. 118-122,



that while the Klan may not have substantively influenced

the election, its spirit certainly may have.BLp
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CHAPTER 5
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Presentation of Findings

The findings will be presented by stating hypotheses
and then examining the historical record to seec if the data
substantiate the hypotheses. If caseé occur where there is
a lack of data or where there is some guestion about substar-
tiation, then these hypotheses will bg tentatively accepted.
-The interpretation of the findings will be discussed sepa-
rately after all three epochs of the Klan's history have

been examined.

1865 to 1871

Prelininary Stage.-~Hypothesis 1l: Hass excitement and
unrest will be characteristic conditions.

Findings: Immedistely after the war, unrest was appar-
ent. In the "Prologue" to his book The Ku Klux Klan, William
Randel talks about the only alternative for returning Confed-
erate veterans as 'Ya far-flung undergréund resistance movement

to harass the Republicans, whether white or Negro . . ol

~ lwilliam Pierce Randel, The Ku Klux Klan (New York,
1965), p. 3. , '
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Both Simkinsz and Shapiro,3 in their discussions of the
"South Carolina episode," discuszs the widespread unrest after
the war. Having been defeated in a war and then having to
contend with the new Radical governments were the causes for
the unrest evidenced. As Bandel has said: "All wars are
follo&ed by economic and social disorganization . Forming
a club was almost the only alternative to unbearable tedium
[ﬁhile the South reorgenized itself politically ahd econom=-
ically]. nh

Hypothesis 2: The typical process will be milling
(circular interaction).

Fiﬁdings: A soclo=-psychological mood of anomie was wit-
nessed with milling as a result of wanting to do something
but lacking an organization by which to becpme mobilized.
When Randel discusses "social disorganization," he is refer-
ring to milling and tﬁe resulting enomie., Tourgee discusses
the desire after the war for a re—unificétion and how this
desire was impeded because Southerners felt that Northerners
did not understand "Southern civilization,"5 In referring to

unrest in the South and the effect of Radical governments on |

Z2prancis B. Simkins, "The Ku Klux Klan in South Carolina,®
The Journal of Negro History, XII (October, 1927), 606-647,

BHerbert Shapiro, "The Ku Klux During Reconstruction:
The South Carolina Episode," The Journal of Negro History,
XLIX (January, 1964), 34-55,

Ypandel, op. cit., p. 6.

5A1bion W. Tourgee, A Fool's Errand/The Invisible Empire,
(New York, 1880), pp. 387-389.




63

Southerners, Brown says, "We may, I think,lforbear argument
and take 1t for granted that the XKu Klux movement was an out-
come of the conditions that prevailed in Southern states
after the war."é

Hypothesls 3: ©Effective mechanisms to influence people's
behavior will be agitation, suggestion, imitation, and propa-
ganda.

Findings: Agitation, suggestion, 1m1tation; and propa-
ganda7 were all witnessed in the many instances of Klan
harassment. Often agitating behavior would serve as =z catal-
yst to create suggestion, imitation, and propaganda. When
the Klan hanged a group of Negro militiamen for having mur~
dered a one-arméd Confederate veteran,B this kind of agitation

served as a warning tc others. From Klan-controlled news-

papers such as the Independent Monitor, published in

Tuscaloosa, Alabama, fhe Klan's agitating behavior’received
sufficient publicity to influence local populaces. Another
example of effective mechanisms was the use of anonymous
notes sent by the Klan to people they wanted to influence.
Tourgee‘provides exsmples of the texts of several of these

notes.9 always with threats of physical harm if not adhered to.

6w1111am G. Brown, The Lower South in American History
(New York, 1930), p. 195.

7an interesting example of propaganda has been reproduced
by Tourgee. See Tourgee, op. cit., p. 417.

it., p. H17.

m———

BRandel._gQ. cit., p. 13. 9Tourgee, OP.

o
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Hypothesis 4: The type of leader will be the agi-
tator,

Findings: While this paper does not provide an exhaus-
tive list of names, it may be Jjustifiably inferred that there
was much agitation--~hence, many agitators--at the local level.
Tourgée asserts that there was a correlation between visits
by General Forrest and outbreaks of Klan violence. ", . .
immediately aftér his visit in each State there was a sudden
and widespread reign of Ku-Klux horrors,ni0 Another example
of a Klan agltator was in the person of R. J. Brunson who was
sent by General Gordon to Rock Hill, South Carolina to form
‘an orgenization,il

Hypothesis 5: The domiﬂant social form will be the
"psychological mass." ‘

Findings: Thg "findings" discussed in Hypotheses 1 and
2 are evidence of conditions that indicated a psychological
mass. Resentment, social disorganization, milling, and
anomie are characteristics of the psychological mass.

In the eyes of the white Southerner for who slave-

ery, curfew, the patrols, and a pre-war garrison

state had kept the Negro docile, controlled, off

the roads, and quiet at night, the new Negro orga-

nizations_were surely the instruments of plotted
violence,12 '

101p34., p. 398.
118hap1ro, op. cit., p. 35.

12pavid M. Chalmers, Hooded Americanism (New York,
1965) » p‘ lla '
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The very birth of the Ku Klux Klan was the beginning of
one social movement in the footsteps of another soclial move-
ment. All five hypotheses in the Preliminary Stage are

substantiated by the historical record.

Popular Stage.--Hypothesis 6: Collective excitement
and unrest will be characteristic conditions.

Findings: The popularization of unrest and discone-
tent, necessary for COllective excitement, 1s borne out bhy
the historical record., An example of this may be found in '
Klan growth. "Within a year [1866 to 1867] there were
hundreds of local groups . ; . With the same name . . . and
the same over-all purpose . . .13 yhen Congress passed
the Reconstruction Act over President Johnson's opposition,
#Klansmen . . . sSensced a particular urgenéy to plan effec-
tive cauntermeasures."ln

Hypothesis 7: The typical précess will be an intensi-
fication of milling end social contagion.

Findings: An intensification of milling and social con-
tagion may be witnessed by the increased awarenesé.of others
in the movement. When the Klan had its first large organi-
zational meeting in April, 1867, at Nashviile, auhéightened

avareness of others was a result of the meeting. When the

13gandel, op. cit., p. 13.

141p18., p. 1h.

?



Prescript of the Ku Klux Klan was written, the cause celébré

was established. The findings of Hypothesis 6 are especially
applicable here; milling and social contagion are behavioral
characteristics of crowds who are discontent.

-Hypothesis 8: The effectlive mechanism will be an attempt

to develop esprit de corps.

Findings: The widening of Klan actlvities indicates that

an atteupt to develop esprit de corps was given a big boost.

Solidarity and cohesion were achleved by an awareness of how
many others were in the movement and by realizing the common
cause of the movement.

Hypothesis 9: The types of leaders will be the prophet
and reforner.

Findings: People 1ike denerals Gordon and Forrest served
as prophets and reformers by telling of better days ahead and
developing strategies to ensure the reality of those "better
days." .

Hypothesis 10: The dominant social form will be found
in the eveclution of the mass into the crowd.

Findings: The emergence of various groups acting as
Klan dens provides evidence of the evolution of the mass into
the crowd. Not only 1s Klen growth, as reported in Hypothesis
6, an indicator of the evolution of the mass into the crowd,
but the Nashville meeting is another indicator of this evo-
lution. People in a rather disloirited, uncoordinated méss

were beginning to become more aware of one another as part of
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a group working for change. The Nashville meeting was a
vehicle to demonstrate commonality and bring together pre-
viousgly unknown Klansmen.

The historical record substantiates the five hypotheses
in the Popular Stage. The increase cohesion and awareness,
neceséary for progress to the Formal Stage, have been

obsgerved.

Formal Stage.--Hypothesis 1l: The formulation of
issues and formation of publics will be characteristic con-
ditions. ' |

Findings: The widespread supbort of the Klan and its
philosophy in the South 1s evidence of the formulation of
issues and formation of publics. Issues were initially
formulated at the Nashvillé meeting; however, these lssues
were not effectively concretized until they received public
support. The preservation of all things that '"had béen" were

the issues: the status quo had to prevaill. The assumption

of Negro inferiority was to be maintained at all costs. If
some people had to be beaten or hanged to ensure that the
Klan made its point, then that was the way things had to be.
Public opinion, until about 1870, was highly in favor of Klan
acfivities. As Randel points out,."Public opinion could have

suppressed the Klan, but it didntt.nl5

15Randel, op. cit., p. 19.
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Hypothesis 12: There will be three typical pro-
cesses:

(1) discussion and deliberation

(2) formulation

(3) formalization.

Findings: Widespread Klan support and increésed Klan
pressures on Southern legislatures substantiate that these
processes were occcurring. Republican margins of'victory
were substantially cut in Tennessee, North Carolina, and
Georgia. For example, during the Georgia governor's race
in early 1868, the Republicens cé;ried all seven of the
principal Klan counties. By the time of the national presi-
dential electioh, the Klan hgd managed to rearrange things.
In Ogelthorpe County, the Republicans had gotten 1,100 votes
early in the year, in Novembér they got 116. 1In Columbia
County they had fallen from 1,122 votes to a single votec16

Hypothesis 13: The effective mechanisms will be those
which develop group morale and ideology.

Findings: The growth of the Klan and its impact on
Southern legislatures served as vehicles for developing
group morale and ideology. The result of discussion and

deliberation, formulation, and formalization was additional

Klan success., In the Klan's determination to maintain white

16Chalmers, op. cit., pp. 15-16.
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supremacy, they succeeded at 1eading a drive to impeach g
governoy whom they thought to be too liberal.l7
While violence may have been abhorred, if the result of
violence was less Negro influence--and less support of those
who influenced Negro activities--it was worth it. Group
morale was assured by the visibility of fewer Negro partici-
pants in successful ventures, both in politics and economics.
This also had an ideological ramification because violence
was a mechanism for beating Negroes and reminding them df

thelr inferior status while concurrently assuring the pres-

ervation of the status quo. The most. effective measures

‘were those ensuring Negro failure and white success.

Hypothesis 14: The types of leaders will be those who
can formulate policy~-statesien.

Findings: While many Southern leglslators were suppor-
tive of Klan desirés, they were not, as a rule, Klansmen,
General Forrest evolved from prophet to statesman., He was
a lobbyist for Klan desires but was never an elected, public
official.

Hypothesié 15: The domiﬁant social form will be a
public.

Findings: Thé Southern states, under Radical Reconw~

struction, were an occupled territory. As long as federal

17For an especlially good éccount of the 1mpeachmen£ of
the governor of North Carolina, William Woods Holden, sece
"The Klan Impeaches a Governor," in Randel, op. cit., pp.

43-59' . )
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troops and military rule were thrust uvpon ex-Confederate
states, as loﬁg as normal self-govermment was refused and
cutsiders placed in power, the Klan wss a viable social move-
ment force. The public support of the Klan is well-stated by
Chalmers:

The . . . view of the Klan as & regulating force

for protection in lawless times captured the hearts

of those who rode and of future generations of

Southerneré. The Klan was, in S?uthfgn eyes, pri-

marily a law-and-order organization.

And ‘law-and-order' organizations assured Negro oppres-
slon.

Throughout all of the Formal Stage, one's analysis is
hampered because most of those espousing Klan philosophy
especially poli%iciansﬁ were not themselves Klansmen. And
yet, it was basic Klan philcsophy with many of its accompany-
ing goals which was being coilectively sought by the South.
Consequently, all of Hopper's postulations about the Formal
Stag@'are acceptable but it must be understood that many of
its participants--both citizens and politicians--did not
participate under the guise of the Ku Klux Klan.

The question ralsed in anélyzing the Formal Stage is:
Where does the Ku Klux Klan stop and something else start?

To be a bona fide soclal movement, the Ku Klux Klan, in keep-

ing with Hopper's theory, would have to have had its own

members assuming positions of power and influence over others

18Cha1mers, op. cit., p. 20.
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begideg fellow Klénamen and whomever they managed to occasione
ally rrighten. Exemination of the historical record shows
that thls was not the case; elected positions were never
achieved to such a degree that Klan philosophy could be im-
parted on a large populace. For present analysis, it must

be corncluded that the Ku Klux Klsn as a social movement ter-
minated in the Formal Stage when governmental pressure and

direct Klan partibipatiom in social re-organization stopped.

1915 to 1928

The revival of the Ku Klux Klan in 1915 occurred under
8imilar circumstances to its incepticﬁ in 1865, The 1915
Klan was not nearly so appliéable to the comparison as it
was three years later when World War I ended. With the end
of another war era, social conditions were idesal for social
disorganization. The country had to assimilate socially and
psychologically the‘returning soldiers. The biggest differ-
ences between the revived Klan and the original Klan were
that the intervening years from 1872 to 1914 witnessed the .
introduction of some new variables: industrialization,
urbanizaticn and the accompanying modernism, and immigration
In increased numbers. Social organization was in a state of

flux and the chempion for preservation of the status quo,

the Kuv Klux Klan, had a waiting aundience when it reappeared.,
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Preliminary Stage.-~Hypothesis 1l: Mass excitement and
unrest willl be characteristic conditions.

Findings: Because of the war, the immigration from
‘Within and from outside the country, religious differences,
industrialization and urbanization, Negroes seeing new routes
to po%er, and an assumed norasl laxity, mass excitement and
unrest were ocourring.l9 As Chalmers has pointed out, "The
Nation had to be defended against alien enemies,'slackers,
ldlers, strike leaders, and immoral women, lest victory be
endangered."zo

Hypothesis 2: The typical process will be milling
(circular interaction).

Findings:. Milling.and qircular interaction were observe
able as a result, in part, of those things mentioned in the
findings of Hypothesis 1. The spirit of ultra-patriotism
persisted when the war ended. There was a genersl distrust
of all things foreign. During the war, American mistrusted
and mistrcated aliens, and in fighting the war, Americans
had felt bound together in a common c¢ause., "But the war was
over too quickly for the nation to spend fully its ultra-

patriotic psychological feelings."21

vy

19see Rice, op. cit., pp. 15-17.

cit., p. 31.

ZOChalmers, op.

2lpice, op. cit., p. 15; also see Jackson, op. cit.,
pp. 10-11.
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Hypothesis 3: Effective mechanisms to influence people's
behavior will be agitation, suggestion, imitation, and propa-
ganda.

Findings: An especlally effective mechanlism had been
the nmovie "Birth of a Nation.?" While this aided the rebirth,
other events kindled interest in the Klan. "Robed Klansmen
intervened in a shipyard strike in Mobile, hunted draft dodgers,
and occasionally marched in patriotic parades. Public senti-
ment seemed favorable."22

Hypothesis 4: The type of leader wlll be the agitator.

Findings: William J. Simmons was the main agitator of
the reborn Klan. Upon being introduced to an audience of
Georgia Klansmen, Simmons silently removed two pistols from
his coat and then teook out a bowie knife and plunged it into
the center of a table. His first words were, "Now let the
Niggers, Catholics, Jews and all others who disdain ny
inperial wizardry, come on.“z3

Hypothesis 5: The dominant social form will be the
"psychelogical mass."

Findings: The findings discussed in Hypotheses 1 and 2
are especially applicable-here. Because the war had ended
too quickly," some other means for venting one's patriotism

had to be found. The mistrust of minority groups, and all of

22Chalmers, op. c¢it., p. 31; additional incidents may be
found in Rice, op. ¢it., pp. 26-29.

23chalmers, op. cit., p. 33.
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the negative things which they were supposedly guilty of,
helped to encourage milling on the part of people looking
for solutions to what they perceived as problems. The

anti-modernism, status quo citizens constituted the psy-

chological mass.
The five hypotheses of the Preliminary Stagé are sube-

stentisted by the hlistorical record.

Popular Stage.--Hypothesis 6: Célleotive excitement and
unrest will be characteristlc conditions.

Findings: Increased Klan activity and the creation of
new Klan dens is evidence of collective excitement and un-
rest. When Edward Young Clarke and Elizabeth Tyler assumed
the leadership of the Klan, an increase in mass excitement
and unrest was assured. Clarke and Tyler were not only
prophets and reformers, they were élso sellers. "By the
sumner of 1921, almost a hundred tﬁousand Klansmen had paid
nlk

their money and stepped across the mystic threshold.

When the New York World printed a series of articles on the

Klan, it was the best publicity the Klan could have had.
"Within four months more than two hundred local chapters
were chartered, and within one year membership burgeoned

from one hundred thousand to almost one million."25

241p14., p. 33.

25¢enneth Jackson, The Ku Klux Klan in the City (New
York, 1967), p. 12.
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Hypothesis 7: The typlcal process will be an intensi-
fication of milling and social éontagion.

Findings:; An intensification of milling and social con-
tagion is evidenced by the growth and spreading popularity of
the Klan. As already indicated, the Klan spread with amazing
rapidity. The intensification of milling and socilal contagion
may be illustrated with an example of the method used in re-
cruiting new Klansmen, Borrowing some of the language of
Chalmers to describe the recruiting procedure should pré%e
helpful. 20

Clarke and Tyler organized an effective sales force to
Ngell" the Klan. Clarke sent out a small army of reéruiters
across the country. The nation was divided into "sales dis-
tricts," replete with sales mansgers. The national and state
organizations aided the local chapters by sending out "min-
isters" (prophets) to spread the Klan gospel. With this kind
of appresach, the Klan was made into a marketable commodity.
Because of the mood of the country, the Klan had great appeal
to the mass. And the more 1t was sold, the more people
interacted and became aware of a need which they shared with
many others.

Hypothesis 8: The effective mechanism will be an attenmpt

to develop esprit de corps.

26The following account is from Chalmers, op. cit.,
pp. 33-35.



Findings: The findings discussed in Hypotheses 6 and 7
cessful. Who would not be ineterested in Jjoining a fraternal
organization which was a champion of "100% Americanism"? By
serving as a guardian of public morality, by observing the
agliens in a communitles midst, the Klan was doing a public
service. When the Klan had to act violently to convey its
message, 1ts success was apparent in either changing someone's
behavior or in forcing him out of town. With its ever-increage
ing membership, the hopes for a better Anerica were well founded,
The Klan did indeed seem to be a “winner."

.Hypothesis 9: The types of leaders will be the prophet
and reformer.

Findings: Edward Young‘01arke and Elizabeth Tyler served
as both prophets and reformefs, Clarke and Tyler were accom-
panied in their role as prophets by ministers and local Klan
leaders. However, 1t was primarily Clarke and Tyler who |
Influeticed large numbers of people. 4nd although Simmons had
in effect turned over the leadership to Clarke and Tyler, he
was still the-officially recognized spokesman for the national
Klan. As the Klan's recognized leader, his role evolved from
agitator to prophet. His demeanor was such that he was an
lmpressive figure when clad in his imperial Klan regalia, and
he was an‘effective voice in preaching the Klan gospel.

. Hypothesis 10: The dominant social form will be found

in the evolution of the mass into the crowd.
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Findings: Increase in unirest, awareness of others, and
esprit de corps were processes which facilitated the evolution
of the mass into a crowd. Growth 1s an especially important
variable when considering this evolution. Klan growth in
every state of the Union 1is evidence of this evolutiont's
occurfence.27 As milling increased.and soclal céntagion
occurred, the transformation of the mass into the crowd was
indeed evolutionary. Increasing membership meant'more and
more people in contact with one another. Behavior which had
been somewhat aimless began to become more defined as more
people were involved in the movement. Desired goals began
to become more nearly realizable because of the power in
sheer numbers.

By creating and disseminating sn image of the Klan as
a guardian of pﬁblic morality, and a protector of all that
was "American" (e.g., anti-alien, pro-White Supremacy), the
activities of the Klan succeed in subétantiating the five
hypotheses of the Popular Stage as witnessed by the his-

torical record.

Formal Stage.-~Hypothesis 11l: The formulation of issues

and formation of publics will be characteristic conditions.

27Especially good accountg of Klan growth (and decline)
at local, state, and national levels may be found in:
Chalmers, op. cit., pp. 33~303; Jackson, op. cit., pp. 9-
249; Rice, op. cit.; and, Charles C. Alexander, Crusade for
Conformity: The Ku Klux Klan in Texas, 1920-1930 (louston,
1962). .
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Findings: As Klan strength became increasingly large,
its potency as a political force increased accordingly. When
Rirem Evans assessed Klan strength and declded to thrust the
Klan into overt political activity, the Klan had been revived
for seven years. Its numbers had swollen from ninety to an
estinated high of six million.28 The more systematic formu=-
lation of issues evolved as Klan membership increased and
will be more adequately discussed in Hypothesis 12,

Hypothesis 12: There will be three typical processes:

(1) discussion and deliberation

(2) formulation

(3) formalization.

Findings: .WHen Hiram Evane assumed the leadership of

the Klan, he realized that a more soundly organized ideclogical

platform had to be established. Ke announced a series of re-

forms which exemplify the typical processes.

« o o the secret order would advance its progran

by organized political action . . . Emphasis was

« « «» placed on . . . education, temperance, the

flag, Protestantism, morality, and charity . . .

Fundamentalism was the central thread of the Klan
program.

28pandel, op. cit., p. 194. This estimate could be high.

An exact count ©f dles-paying Klansmen is hard to establish.
Rice, op. cit., asgerts that there was a high point of four
million, séé p. 1l2. Jackson, op. cit., provides data from
membership roles by states and gets a total of just over two
million (see p. 237). Taking the middle figure, this meant
that one out of every ten adult males in Indiana was & XKlans-

hen.

29Jackson, op. cit., pp. 17-18.
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Hypothesis 13: The effective mechanisms will be those
which develop group morale and ideology.

Findings: Political activity and Klan-supported vicw
tories helped to develop group morale and ideoclogy. As the
Klan became politically active, it quite logically supported
those people who most nearly egreed with it. The historical
record verifies that Klan victories were not isclated., While

0 as to how many

there is some disagreement among author33
Klan-supported candidates were elected, there is general
agreement on victories in some states. Pro-Klan governors
were elected in Oregon, Georgle, Alabana, Indiana{ Kansas,
and Colorado. Pro-Klan Congressmen were elected from Cclorado,
Texas, Indiana, Georgla, and Oklahoma. Political victories
not only enhanced group morale, bﬁt they elso made Klan
ideology more desirable than ever.  Victories at the polls
were ideclogical victories, even though Klansmen were not
actually the ones beling elected. ‘

Hypothesis 14: The types of leaders will be thdse who
can formulate policy-~statesmen.

Findings: Dr. Hiram Evans l1ls an example of a Klansman
who acted as a statesman. AKlan-supported politicians, such

as Senator Earl Mayfleld from Texas and Governor Ed Jackson

from Indisna, were elected to office.

30Chalmers, op. cit., end Jackson, op. cit., assert a
higher number of Klan victorles than does Rice, op. cit., or
Randel, Qp. cit.
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Hypothesis 15: The domin&ntlsocial form will be a
public.

Findings: The support of publics is substantiated by
Klan growth and success in politics. Examples of this
growth and success are apparent in the findings of Hypothe-
ses li, 12, and f3.

The historical data presented reflect the public
nature of the Klan which had evolved. Again, the problenm
is that those men elected to office were not themselves"
Klansmen, even though they did not refuse Klan support and
did advocate much Klan philosophy. Further historical
‘examination into the Institutional Stage reveals that some
institutionalization did occur, however such institution-
alization never occurred on a societal level. The support
of publics was as far as the Klan ever got. The demise
of the Klan may be said to occur with its waning support
in the late 1920's. The Formal Stage was reached and
although each of the hypotheses was substantiated, no
Klan progress (i.e., Klan per se) occurred beyond this
stage. Thus, the hypotheses of the Institutional Stage

are not testable.

1954 to 1970

Preliminary Stage.~~Hypothesis 1: Mass excitement

and unrest will be characteristic conditions.
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Findings: Because of the Suprene Court's May 1, 1954
decision on school desegregatlion, individual and maess excilte-
ment and unrest became apparent., "In the South, thousands
of flery crosses lighted up the night,"Bl The enormity of
the issue was such that long dormant klans were soon thriving
as though it was the 1920's agalin. Mass behavior was seen
all over the South,32

Hypothesis 2: The typical process will be hilling
(circular interaction).

Findings: The mass excitement and unrest cited in the
findings in Hypotheslis 1 were indicative of the milling and
unsurety which was occurring.

Hypothesié 3: Effective mechanisms to influence people's
behavior will be agitation, suggestion, imitation, and propa-
ganda., |

Findings: Cross burnings, parades, motoréades, and
verbal violence were evident. Many Klan agltators demon-
strated thelr feelings by distributing Klan literature through
the mails. Others engaged in more public displays. All Klan
behavior and the widespread publicity which it received
helped to further its cause.

Hypothesis 4: The type of leader will be the agi;

tator.

31gice, op. cit., p. 118.

ot

32501 a number of exanples of mass behavior, see 1bild.,
pp. 118-122; and, also see Chalmers, op. cit., pp. 343354,
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Findings: Men such as Bill Hendrix, Samuel Roper,
Lycurgus Spinks, and Hugh Morris were the more well known
Klan agitators. Others, such as Eldon Edwards, J. B.
Stoner, Horace Miller, and Asa Carter, slso served as
agitators, each known for his own speciality.

ﬁypothesis 5: The dominant social form will be the
"psychologlcal mass.M

Findings: The events reported by some authors (re-~
ferred to in the findings of Hypothesis 1) show that a
psych&logical mass did exist. The implications of the
- Supreme Court's decision put many people into an uncom-
fortable position regarding local education. Because
integraﬁion was so unpalatable at the time, the question
was, What can be done to avoid it? In.this kind of
guandry, Klan ofatory found favorable sudiences; the mass
hatred of integration was reaffirmed by all who spoke
and all who listened.

With 1954 so recent in our history, and with the
wealth of information which has been published on race
relations, the most recent era of Klan activity is rather
easily recalled. The five hypotheses in the Preliminary

Stage are substantiated by the historical record.

Popular Stage.~~Hypothesis 6: Collective excitement

and unrest will be characteristic conditions.
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Findings: Because of the enormity of the issue, mass or
individual excitement and unrest scon became collective excitew
ment and unrest. Isolated examples of collective excitement
and unrest may be found in a number of cases. During the sum-
mer and early fall of 1956, the South was a hotbed of Klan
activity. In Montgomery, more than 1,000 citizens went to a
parking lot to listen to Klan orators advise them how tb re-
sist desegregation. In Birmingham, 200 Knights hela-é rally
to voice thelr collective resistance to desegregation. In
Lakeland, 200 Klansmen and 1?000 sympathizers gathered to
protest any move toward decsegregation. Not only were collec-
tive excitement and unrest apparent at rallies, but bombing833
and cther violent acts were opcurring all ovér the South,

Hypothesis 7: The typical process.will be an intensi-
fication of millingvand soclal contagion.

Findings: As more people became active in XKlan activite
les, social contagion became more observable. People in
interaction realized that they had a shared desire to prevent
integration. Klan growth merely accelerated the sensitization
of people to oﬁe another. "By 1958 there were well over
100,000 new Knightsvand more than 500 néw chapters in the

various Klsauz’xsz,"BLL

33For en especially descriptive list of Southern bombjngs
see Chalmers, op. cit.,, pp. 356-365. This list covers the
period from January I, 1956 to June 1, 1963,

3pice, op. ¢it., p. 118.
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Hypothesis 8: The effective mechanism will be an attempt

to develop esprit de corps.

Findinzs: With a membership exceeding 100,000 and with

a supportive citizenry, esprit de corps was maintalned because

the fight against desegregation did not seem to be a futile
onne, Interest in desegregation was so keen that Klan meet-
ings and an occaslional show of force were sufficient to keep
people interested. As time wore on snd it became apparent
that desegregation was somewhat unstoppable, Klan strengﬁh
began to ﬁane.

Hypothesis 9: The typeé of leaders will be the prophet
and reformer. | '

Findingé: Bill Bendrix, Samuel Roper, Lycurgus Spinks,
and Hugh Morris are examplea.of prophets and reformers.

Hypothesis 10: The dominant social form will be found
in the evolution of the mass into the crowd.

Findings: The historical record substantiates the evo-
lution of the mass into the crowd. The somewhat aimless
behavior evident in the Preliminary Stage scon became more
action-oriented in the Popular Stage. The findings dis-
cussed in Hypotheses 6, 7, and 8 are evidence of this
occurrence. AS the.Klan's strength grew, its force could
be felt for the first time-~to any appreciable degreeg--in
almost thirty years. |

While the filve hypotheses of the Fopular Stage are sub-

stantiated by the historical record, the most recent Klan
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never got beyond the Popular Stage, at least as an organized
social movement force. The Klan did not see fellow Klansmen
elected to political office although the Klan did support
politicians who were sympathetic to Klan idocelogy. The in-
fluential Klan of the 1920's was not to be reborn. Instead,
the more regular political machinery was utilized in an

attempt to preserve the status gquo. The hypotheses of the

Formal and Instlitutional Stages are not testable,

Interpretation of Findings

This study was concerned with establishing the geograph-
ical and socliologicel generalizability of Rex Hopper's model
for the develeopment of a South Amerlcan political revolution.
It was hypothesized that Hopper's model would apply equally
to the development of a non-South American political revolution.

The study utilized the natural history method in analyz-
ing three historical eras of the Ku Klux Klan. In each era,
the stages of the model were applied insofar as possible.
Acceptance or rejection of the hypotheses within each stage
was based on how well the hypotheses were substantiated by the
historical record. Acceptance or rejection of Hopper's model
was to be based on the acceptance or rejection of the hypothe-~
ses tested by.the historical record.
| .From 1865 to 1871, the hiétorical reéord rather generally
substantiates the acceptance of Hopper's model. The five
hypbtheses in the Preliminary and Popular Stage's were sub-

stantiated. Four of the five hypotheses in the Formal Stage
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were completely substantiated. The one hypothesis which
could only be tentatively sccepted was the one stating, "“The
types of leaders will be those who can formulate policy--
statesmen." While many people were elected to public
positlons because they espoused pro-Klan or sympathetically
supportive Klan philosophy, few of these people were actually
Klansmen. Thus, while much Klan philosophy may have eventually
permeated Southern legislatibn, the 1egislation was ﬁot.written
by Klansmen. However, because the Klan was shown to be sup-
ported by publics (the domingnt social form of the Formal
Stage), the completion of the Formal Stage was substantiated.
Further historical analysis shows that this was as far as the
Klan developed as a viable o:ganization. Tefmination came
with a call for disbandment from its main leader and with
many state legislatures beling pressured into outlawing Klan
activities, even though there was often local support.

An examination of the period from 1915 to 1928 reveals
a similar natural history to that of the previous era. All
hypotheses in the Preliminary and Popular Stage's were sub-
stantiated, Agéin, however, the leadership'hypothesis of the
Formal Stage was questloned. Although éix out of forty-eight
governors were elected with Klan support, none of them were
Klansmen. And yet, all other hypotheses of the Formal Stage
were completely substantiated. Thug, the Formal Stage in
this era was also acceptable, even though the leadership

hypothesis had to be tentatively accepted.
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The last era, from 1954 to 1970, was one in which the
hypotheses of the Preliminary and Popular Stage's were sub-
stantiated. In the aftermath of the Supreme Courtt's 1954
decision on school desegregation, the Popular Stage was
reached and the historical record substantisted this stagetls
completion. However, after some initial hostility toward
school desegregation and civil rights, the Klan agaln lapsed
into a period of discontinuous continuilty, from which it has
never eme?ged. The historical record shows infrequent Klan
activities still occurring but the re-emergence of another
Klan movement does not seem imminent,

Because of its demise prior to the Institutional Stage,
the Klan 1is notvthe best social movement for testing the
generalizabllity of Hopper's model. In all three eras, Klan
activity was curtailed befofe any analysis could be made of
the Institutional Stage. However, analysis of the findings
for the other stages could lead one to hypothesize that if
the Klan had become an institutionalized social system, the
hypotheses of Hopper's Institutional Stage would have been
substantiated. While thié is admittedly a theoretical
assunption, the findings of the historical eras analyzed,
especially the era from 1915 to 1928, inspire such an
assumption.

The historical record alsc substantiates the hypothe-~
sis-0of a terminated movement having to restart at stage one.

While discontinuous continuity was evident in the years
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between historical epochs, in both the second and third epochs,
the historical record substantiates that the renewed movement
did have to start with the Preliminary Stage. And the hypothe-
sis that a2 movement is cumulative has also been substantiated.
The geographical and sociological generalizability of
Hcpper's model has been tentatively accepted as a result
of this study. Hopper's model hés proven itself to be func-
tiénal in demonstrating the evolutionary progress of a soclal
movement; the human growth pattern is an analgous one. The
historical record substantiates that Hopper's model is
generalizable~~-at least in a limited sense-~to a non»Southm

American political phenomenon.

Suggestions for;Future Research

While this study's main purpose was ﬁo test the gener-
alizability of Hopper's model, an énalysis of the findings
suggests that not only may Hopper'§ model be worthy of further
research but so too may the Ku Klux Klan. Because Hopper's
model was deveioped to illustrate the evolutionary nature of
South American political reveolutions, the geographic re-
striction of the model may be difficult to generalize from.
Geographic area may be a more important vafiable than was
previously thought. South American countries are not geog-
raphiéally arranged 1ikeANorth American or European countries.

South American countries are usually dominated by one or two

very 1arg9 ciﬁies. Control of these cities may be accomplished
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in & very short time, end control of these citles gives one
control of the country.

In North America (especially the United States) and
Europe, contrel of any one city would not necessarily gilve
one control of a country. Thus, Hopper's model may be more
geographically bound than supposed. One approach would be
to again apply Hopper's model to the Ku Klux Klan, but to
apply the model to a number of different areés of the
country. This could then lead to a collection of indivi-
dual movements, whereby the success in the various geographic
areas would be subject to individual and composite analysis.
The American Revolution would also be a good subject, although
in the 1700's the population‘distribution of.the United States
was such that it would have been rather.similar to South
America today. Still, this would be a test of geographic
generalizability. -

Although neither mathematical applications nor stétis—
tical methods have been used in this study, the interpretation
of the data has not beén severely hampered. Refore the
theory ccould bé truly generalizable, additional geographic
applications need tp be made. The revoiution in post~World
War II Chins, the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, and the
French Revolution would all be worthy of investigation with
Hopper's model. A greater degree of certainty can not be
established until additional investigations have been made,

Once such analyées are made, the quantitstive precision--

1
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desirable in sclentific theory«wcﬁrrently missing may become
more reslizable. Thies would facilitate greater accuracy in
two functional aspects of Hopper's model: (1) greater pre-
cision would be possible in analyzing individual stages whern
additional analyses had been made, and (2) greater analytical

preciéion would increase predictability.
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