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Attention: D. F. Show, Mansger

Gentlermen: [

CONTROL OF GROUND CONTAMINATION

In the lLast few months, sipnificant partizulate contaminntion originating in the
Hedox process has affected substantial portions of the Ramord reservatiou. The
Cormisaion is already = are of the mameurss taken to rehadbilitate reglons in which
congtruction work is required to te performed. Decontamination of arcas required

o fOr use by operztions iz also heing performed.

There remain large areas of tbe reservatiorn in which par:iculate contamination ex-
ceeds levels that can be considered unequivocally sa’e ond access to which 1s aur-
mally required by selected forces only. The principal contaminant 1is rediorrthenium
of which the predominant isotope hes a half-1ife of one year. Solution of %ae
[Toblem by decay 18 entirely different from owr earlier expr-rimco with 1331, 1In
+he absence of veathering of the contamiration, the problem may persist in pert for

several veurs. Another troudlesome characteristic, not yet fully invesiigateq, is
the apsarent cer‘dr*\cy 0f the present contamination to be redistributed dy wind
action

o

° Tvo conventinnal methodn of control have been considered.

l. Decontamination
2. Accers contxyol

The first metbnd appears to be wnnecessarily expensive, and further contra-irdicated
by the possibility that future emissions may still occur. Althouph eubstantial
Trocess impro: ements to redune emission have receatly deen effected, {t 19 not ye?l
demonptrable that they will Ye wholly succesaful.
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The altetratlive normal and reasonadle courne 18 to control accass to the affected
reginnos. This will include about one-half o.’othe erez of the reaservation.

To achieve control it ia prc‘r-cscd%o pxcvide four kirds of signs approximately s

followe: ®

b Inside each bdarricade entrance, e billvoard ad'" ging of contaminabion ‘o the
cestralcarea and varnlig of addi“i{cnal control sirus.

2. Or all roads and &t internectiorz in the affactnd arems, o' nermaieolng
travel on rosdvays, o ?

o

I3 13 yet undecidrd’ vhether t:*.:::- /111 need to be of tvo Ly.s8 repressoting
cilffereut degrees of control on primary and secordary roads. (Ter example,
o leave a car t¢ change a wheel will e gefle cn pricery rovds, but ey re=-
quire meonitoring check on some necondary roads.
o L]
A “Tew.ing Contum.nated Area’ sigrs. o
2 o °
' "Contanivation - Keep Out” zigns at ahout one-tenth =ile {ntervals arcound
bloekxs of ccoataminated grourd.

o
=4

Irn all, some 17CC algns will be arequired at 8 cout ©f argroxizately 230,200,

This convrol program, slthough pormal 4+ function and principle, 18 zore extencive
tra: persoinel in the reservation have crerianced. Thae relatioons provlem will e
a severe one, and educationml eff'orts to acaure ready comrliance witbout excitation
of undue alara will be needed, The heln of *he Corzdsnion in tris phase, ns iz
affects ccns":.'r‘uction contractors and the live, w!1l ‘e csp-ntial.
The a*\p::omm.e~ cuoatro.n. of =ilitary fcrces within the rene at'‘o: ‘otroduces speclal
poetlens,. The exiat! ing fine ccoperation bedweun these or es, the AZD, ard ous-
(velves sbould permit a mutually ratisfactorr plar o ‘e workee cut.
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I is onr ‘preee“t intert to attempt the necessery orienta.ion witaout punlic relcase

of inforraticms BQmever, the progr== 15 80 large that putlicity may be uzavoldabdle.

A suitablie: v&mm vill be prwmrrd so tkat owtaide questicn: could be ansves

ic nece)m}:
273

We wculd appreciate your commwents on this feteral program, and will plan 2 vork

dlrzctly with your associates aes the detals gre developed.
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Yery truly yours,

VLINED

‘e PAMKER
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