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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Most theories of behavior conclude that there Is a 

central organizing process which has generality In its 

perception of varying situations encountered in life, 

Freud's ego or Lewin's cognitive map serve as examples 

of central organizing processes that mediate "between the 

individual and his environment. Kelly (6) recently pro-

posed a personal construct system to help explain how 

an individual actively perceives and responds to his 

environment. Because each individual's scheme of struc-

turing the environment is in some sense unique, it is 

therefore important to understand these differences in 

order to more accurately predict the behavior of the 

individual. It seems as if man looks at his world 

through transparent patterns which he creates and then 

attempts to fit over the realities of which the world 

Is composed. While the "fit" is not always very good, 

without consistent patterns of structuring the world man 

would not be able to make sense of it. The patterns 



that Kelly describes in his theoretical framework are 

given the name constructs. Kelly's position is sum-

marized in the following paragraph* 

In general man seeks to improve his constructs 
by increasing his repertory, by altering them to 
provide better fits, and by subsuming them with 
superordinate constructs or systems. In seeking 
improvement he is repeatedly halted by the damage 
to the system that apparently will result from 
the alteration of a subordinate construct. Fre-
quently, his personal investment in the larger 
system, or his personal dependence on it, is so 
great that the will forego the adaptation of a 
more precise construct in like substructure (6, p. 9)« 

Schachtel (12) relates the capacity of inner creation 

and the quality of basic character attitudes to the con-

cept of the movement response. The movement response 

has a dual significance that can be summarized in the 

following manneri 

(1) Movement responses indicate a capacity for 

inner creation, and if they are significantly more 

numerous than the color responses, a tendency to 

live more within oneself than in the outer world. 

(2) The specific quality of the movement or posture 

perceived indicates certain basic attitudes of the 

person who sees these movements or gestures. 

Beck (2) considered the movement response to be 

Rorschach's most original contribution to method in per-

sonality study. The response, as Rorschach understood 

it, really reproduces movements or activities that the 

subject is carrying on within his mental life. Since 



these mental activities are those he would like to become 

involved in but cannot, or dares not, they are wish-

fulfilling activities. 

The human movement response (M) has been incor-

porated into the Rorschach with consistency of inter-

pretation and reflects a repertoire of inner creative 

experiences. 

King (8), in a study investigating the Rorschach 

human movement response, pointed out the necessity for 

both validating the meanings attributed to M and searching 

for possible new meanings which it may possess. 

The study mentioned the six most common views as to 

the meaning of M. Although rapport and empathy are 

included as generally accepted interpretations of M, 

interpersonal relationships as they relate to M have 

largely been neglected. 

The relationship of M to interpersonal relation-

ships was reflected in a redefinition of M as pertaining 

to the ability of the individual to project the self into 

time and space in the interpersonal sphere. This study 

concerned the manner in which hospitalized functional 

neuropsychiatric patients viewed their problems of ad-

justment, After being separated into High M and Low M 

groups, patients were interviewed as to how they per-

ceived the nature, origin and reaction to their problems. 

They were also interviewed as to their view of the 



future. As to the reaction to their problem and their 

view of the future, the High M producers significantly 

demonstrated behavior that indicated a greater range of 

alternatives than did the Low M producers. The limita-

tions traditionally inherent in the use of interviews 

as a research tool were nicely offset by the use of a 

carefully structured interview situation which resulted 

in reliable agreement among the interviewers. 

Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of the present investigation was to 

investigate the relationship of cognitive complexity, 

as measured by a quantitative index of human movement 

responses, and the number of different constructs in 

one psychological system, 

A number of studies have recently linked M with the 

construct of empathy. This interpretation of M bears 

relevance to the present study in that the ability to 

put oneself in the place of another requires a varied 

repertoire of interpersonal responses. Dymond (3), 

after giving impetus to the long neglected systematic 

research concerning empathy, investigated the relation-

ship of empathy to the experience balance. "Experience 

balance" refers to the extent to which the individual is 

responsive to promptings from within or without. The 

balance is reflected by the Mi sum C ratio. The results 



of the study indicated that the low empathizers experience 

balance was weighted on the M side, while the opposite 

was true of the high empathizers. The main point, there-

fore, is that one must be cautious in assuming that a 

solely quantitative index of M is indicative of a par-

ticular trait involving interpersonal relationships. 

Klopfer and Kelly concluded that if M exceeds twice sum 

C, there is too little affective energy in emotional con-

tact with the outside world, because of either withdrawal or 

repression. 

The formulation of the Role Construct Repertory Test 

(REP Test) is based on Kelly's theory of personal con-

structs. While Kelly defines a construct as the way in 

which some things are construed as being like, and yet 

different from others, the personal construct system bears 

far more complex ramifications as it related to clinical 

psychology. In order to understand the dynamics of an 

individual who is constantly re-evaluating his constructs, 

Kelly has theorized the conditions under which the forma-

tion of new constructs are unfavorable. Threat is the 

first unfavorable condition contrary to the formation of 

new constructs. Threat is present when it tends to elicit 

a construct or an issue which is basically incompatible 

with the system upon which the person has come to rely 

on for his living. Specifically, one may irrationally 

construe reality as an unchanging threat. One's system 



of constructs is maintained by a continuous clarification 

of them. The moment one suggests that his constant per-

ception of reality is not a threat, he sees this as the 

onset of incompatibility and he hangs on more urgently 

than ever to his old constructs. One finds often in a 

psychotherapeautic setting individuals vrho are threatened 

by new alternative constructs and then react by relying 

on older and more primitive constructions of life. The 

ultimate result of this event is often a further con-

striction of the consideration of new alternatives. The 

preoccupation with old material is a second condition which 

constricts the formation of new constructs. This is some-

times reflected in situations where clients in psycho-

therapy become unduly repetitive. The appropriateness 

of the construct Is similar to what transpires in the 

establishment of a habit, in that new situations are not 

met with new solutions, A third factor that Is alien to 

the formation of new constructs is what Kelly describes 

as "no laboratory." It is obvious that one cannot Improve 

his ability to deal with social situations if he does not 

afford himself the opportunity to engage in social rela-

tionships. The comparison is to that of a scientist who 

has no means to confirm or reject his hypotheses. 

Kelly (6) hypothesized a relationship between the 

Freudian concept of transference and Kelly's personal 

construct system. Understanding that transference was 



a distorted view of misperception of a partner in an 

intimate relationship, Kelly theorized that a construct 

was being utilized which originated with the perception 

of a parent or sibling. Baker (l), using the REP Test, 

attempted to empirically test Kelly's hypothesis. Baker 

used a grid in which he listed figures along one margin 

and personal constructs, taken from a previous adminis-

tration of the REP Test, along the other. The figures 

represented the clinician and members of the patient's 

family. The patient rated each figure on a scale of one 

to four. Similarities between figures were computed in 

terms of similar ratings. The results of this study 

indicated a tendency for some subjects to perceive the 

clinician as like some member of their family and for 

other subjects not to do so. The results of this study 

do not necessarily confirm or deny Kelly's construct 

theory of transference, because it is necessary to go 

beyond a simplified verbal definition of a person in 

order to discover how one individual perceives another. 

Klein (8), in attempting to investigate one's per-

sonal world through his perception, pointed out the need 

for laws of perceivers rather than laws of perception. 

He felt that it is more important to study the organization 

of people rather than a perceptual theory that linked mo-

tivational conditions to perception in general. Klein's 

orientation to the study of perception is summarized in 
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the following statement. 

Most personality theories treat the appraisal and 
mastery of reality. This function of reality testing 
mediates between inner demands and outer imperatives. 
The placating formulae—which a person develops— 
his equilibrium mechanisms are his ego control system. 
It is this that perception can tell us most about. 
All theories of adaptation assume in one way or an-
other that functioning is directed to resolve tension 
and to reach an equilibrium between the inner and 
the outer, and perception helps to accomplish this. 
But it is not solely a perceptual affair, for all the 
part systems of response—perception, motor processes, 
thinking—are put to use in the effort to achieve 
equilibrium. If we take seriously the idea of the 
"organism as a whole," then there should be consis-
tency in how all of these functions work. This is 
something to be demonstrated, of course, but it 
would be difficult to think of coherence in a person 
if it were not true. This crucial tenet is required 
of any theory of personality which would encompass 
perceptual theory; it is the only basis for making 
the study of perceptionrelevant to the theory. Con-
versely, if analyses of perception are to have any 
relevance to personality theory, they must disclose 
how the control principles, the equilibrating mech-
anisms, appear in and through its functioning (8, 
P. 330). 

Klein (8), in a reflection of his construction of a 

theory of perceptual and personality organization, con-

ducted a study utilizing the phi phenomenon and the handling 

of forms on the Rorschach. The phi phenomenon Is the ex-

perience of apparent motion caused by stationary stimuli 

exposed at a critical interval. A moving arrow in neon 

lights outside a bar is an example of the phi phenomenon. 

The study showed that people differed in the ease of the 

movement experience. Specifically, depending on the form 

of the figures, their similarity, or lack of similarity, 

the subjects varied in their responses as perceiving 



movement. The point is that although certain time ex-

posure intervals and physical properties of the stimuli 

have been shown as significant variables in the percep-

tion of movement, this finding in and of itself is of no 

great importance. This investigator wanted to find out 

if there was a central mediating or organizing construct 

that predisposed some subjects to more easily perceive 

movement when they intellectually knew that no movement 

was taking place. This situation was described in the 

following manneri 

....What problem faces a person in the apparent move-
ment test? What ways of solving it are open to him 
and what are his favored responses? ...He must either 
compromise what he knows and organize two figures as 
one form which he sees as moving, or strain himself 
to keep seeing the field as he knows it to be, as 
two distinct and alternating stimuli. An important 
aspect of reality testing for some people, a re-
quirement which they force on reality, is that it 
remains stable and unchanging, even rigid, especially 
in its outward aspects. In order for such a person 
to remain comfortable, things must appear as they 
are known to bei he desires stability above all (8, 
P. 3^2). 

The results of the Rorschach enabled the investigator 

to break his subjects into two different groups. The re-

sults of the study may be summarized as follows t there 

was a significant positive relationship between those 

subjects who saw movement under varying and stressful 

variations of the Phi phenomenon and the subjects who 

fantasized and projected freely on the Rorschach. The 

study importantly exemplifies Klein's approach to per-

ception and personality in that it presupposes a central 
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organizing factor, i.e., the ability to deal with ambiguity, 

on tasks involving the Phi phenomenon and the Rorschach, 

Klein journeyed beyond the conventional methodology of 

meaningless correlations and well known data concerning the 

variability of response to the Phi phenomenon and the Ror-

schach situation. Instead, in finding a relationship 

between people's perception of form, he hypothesized the 

operation of a central organizing principle. 

The orientation of Klein in his approach to the study 

of personality is the theoretical basis of investigation 

utilized in the present study. Accordingly, it would fol-

low that a discussion of the relationship of the human 

movement response and the perceptions elicited on the REP 

Test contain a central organizing principle. 

Stark (13), in a study investigating the relationship 

between role taking (empathic imagination) and human move-

ment responses, reviewed the literature pertinent to these 

two variables. The remarks pertinent to the human movement 

response were generally related to the concept of empathy. 

However, for the purpose of the present study, the empathic 

process was attributed in part to the ability of the in-

dividual to assume a variety of responses in understanding 

another. The majority of Rorschach investigators, in 

studying the human movement response and its relationship 

to empathy, generally agree that it is both role-taking 

and empathic ability. Phillips and Smith (10) summarize 
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this relationship in the following manner* 

,...in his movement responses the individual tends 
to perceive attitudes with which he characteris-
tically empathises....The variety of trial iden-
tifications (empathic participations) which can be 
made is related to the flexibility of the pattern 
of social adaptation and is reflected in the 
Rorschach in the variety of movement responses 
elicited (10, p. 257). 

The view of the process of role taking also seems 

to presuppose the ability of an individual to "take on" 

a wide variety of responses in relating to people. Young 

(14) describes this process in terms of the professional 

aspect of role-taking# 

....the interviewer himself may be considered as an 
important instrument in the collection of life his-
tory data. In identifying himself with the inform-
ant, the interviewer must be able to sense or "feel* 
the formers alms, traits, attitudes, values, and 
inner states (1̂ , p. 257)• 

Faris (b) more directly relates the concept of 

role-taking to empathic imagination* 

George H. Mead has shown....how the discovery on the 
organization of self may take place within a process 
of social interaction. The essence of this ability 
is to get outside oneself so as to become an object 
to oneself sometimes referred to as social intelli-
gence consisting of taking the role of another person, 
or putting oneself in the place of another. There 
has long been observed in human behavior a tendency 
to acquire patterns of behavior directly from the 
example presented by the persons without any visible 
Individual process of trial and error. When we deal 
with other humans as whole persons, like ourselves 
and feel that we understand them, we then are re-
quired to maintain a kind of sympathetic attention. ! 
Role-taking is of crucial importance in the organi- ! 
zation and control of the person by his social groups. 
Empathy or the empathic response, as it is sometimes 
designated, lies at the heart of this process (*»>, : 
pp. 150-151). 
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Hypothesis 

The following hypothesis was investigated* 

1. There will "be a significant positive relation-

ship between the number of different constructs elicited 

on the R5P Test and the number of human movement responses 

(M) elicited on the S-0 Rorschach. 

Definition of Terms 

The following definitions were used in this study* 

Construct—the way in which some things are construed 

as being alike and yet different from others. 

Human Movement Response (14)—a response which repre-

sents activity within the normal anatomic repertoire of 

human beings and one which requires the perception of a 

whole human form. 

Description of Measuring Instruments 

The evaluative instruments used in this study were 

the following* (1) the Role Construct Repertory Test 

and (2) the S-0 Rorschach Test. 

The Role Construct Repertory Test, commonly known as 

the REP Test, was constructed to elicit role constructs 

which are relevant to an individuals* psychological system, 

In terms of its methodology, it is similar to a concept-

formation test procedure. However, instead of items to 

be sorted such as blocks or objects, it uses as "objects" 

those persons with whom the subject had to deal in his 
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dally life. Basically, then, the RSP Test is concerned 

with the subjects interpersonal relations. 

Kelly (6), in constructing the R2P Test, described 

the underlying assumptions of the test. The assumptions 

which directly relate to the present study are as followsi 

1. Preexisting constructs are elicited by the test. 

While the method of sorting is frequently associated with 

concept formation, it does not seem likely that, where the 

elements are obviously familiar, the constructs u^ed to 

sort them would all be concoted on the spot, 

2. If the test is to indicate how the subject devel-

ops his role in the light of his understanding of other 

people, it is necessary that the other people appearing 

as elements in the test be sufficiently representative of 

all the people to whom the subject must relate his self-

construed role. 

The S-0 Rorschach, commonly referred to as the Sort 
•f
 1 llu 

or the Group Rorschach, is a radical modification of the 

traditional Rorschach Test. Although it uses the same 

blots and basically the same scoring system and interpre-

tative rationale, the Sort has no free responses and no 

inquiry. Instead it suggests responses, and requires a 

fixed number of total responses. The modification of the 

original Rorschach-test situation thus permits the follow-

ing! (1) group administration or self administration, 

(2) objective scoring, (3) objective standardization, 
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(4) comprehensive norming, and (5) objective and sim-

plified interpretation. The standard error of estimate, 

which indicates how close obtained scores will be for 

two administrations of the test to the same individual, 

is discussed in this study is 1.6 and the reliability 

coefficient pertaining to this variable is ,80. These 

data were based on reliability tests conducted on a 

sample of 79 college students. In terms of the validity 

of the test, the S-0 Rorschach is designed to obtain, by 

means of objectively measured responses to the Rorschach 

ink blots, a measure of personality or temperament pat-

terns that will be meaningful in vocational counseling 

and employee selection. An initial set of 390 items 

was selected. The sources for these items were Beck (2), 

Klopfer and Kelly (9), and narrower-Brickson (5). A 

stimulus item was selected according to its reference 

to an area of a Rorschach blot, in keeping with Beck's 

location charts (2). A variety of scoring combinations 

was maintained, as far as possible, by excluding items 

which had similar scoring patterns and which were in the 

same area of the blot. The original scoring patterns 

were developed from two sources* (1) protocols from test 

which the author had administered, and (2) suggested 

scoring guides provided in Beck (2), Klopfer and Kelly 

(9), Harrower-Erickson (5), Rapaport, Gill, and 

Schafer (11). These scoring patterns which were submitted, 
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were submitted separately to six clinicians with exten-

sive Rorschach experience. The patterns for which agree-

ment was unanimous were accepted. Differences of opinion 

in a scoring pattern were treated by (1) clarifying the 

scoring pattern through discussion, or (2) substituting 

a new item for which there was agreement. The Sort differs 

from the traditional Rorschach in three ways. First, the 

Sort is structured "both as to stimuli and responses. Sec-

ondly, the Sort is intended for non-clinical use and makes 

no claims as to its values in clinical diagnoses of deviant 

behavior. Thirdly, limited data have been gathered around 

behavioral syndromes concerning neurotic or psychotic sub-

jects, and no generalizations can be made for the Sort, 

and its relationship to them is unknown. Therefore, in 

relation to use and emphasis, the Sort is restricted bas-

ically to the personnel evaluation.process provided by 

business, industry, and higher education. 

Limitations 

The limitations of this study deal with the popula-

tion used in collecting the data, and the REP Test. In 

terms of the population, the production or non-productivity 

of role constructs may appear to be partially a function 

of verbal ability. Although several investigators have 

shown in their studies of empathy, human movement responses, 

and role-taking that verbal ability does not significantly 



16 

account for the variance in these areas, no controls 

were utilized In this study. A limitation noted in 

the REP Test was the lack of reliability and validity 

measurements and the general lack of research material 

concerning group administration of the test. 
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CHAPTER II 

METHOD 

Description of Subjects 

The subjects were 37 college students at North Texas 

State University. These students were enrolled in fresh-

man English. The data were pooled from two separate 

administrations of the tests utilized, and the selection 

of the particular classes was accomplished on a completely 

random basis. Students in English courses at the first 

year level of college were chosen because of the require-

ment that all freshman students enroll in the course. 

Procedure for Collecting Data 

Each subject participated in the group administration 

of the Sort and REP Test. The tests were administered by 

the same individual for the two classes, and all tests 

were administered and scored as indicated in the test 

manual. The results were recorded on the Sort by using 

a hand-scoring pencil, and resulted in a quantitative index 

of human movement responses (M). The number of different 

constructs obtained on the REP Test was obtained in the 

19 
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following mannert a different word must "be noted in order 

to record one construct as different from another. 

Procedure for Analyzing Data 

The hypothesis was tested Toy use of a rank correla-

tion coefficient "between the number of different constructs 

(NDC) elicited on the REP Test and the number of human 

movement responses (M) elicited on the Sort. A signifi-

cant relationship was assumed if the correlation between 

the tests was at the ,05 level of confidence. 



CHAPTER III 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS 

The data were correlated "by means of the rank cor-

relation coefficient. This technique was utilized because 

it was possible to test the relationship of the two 

variables utilized in the study without the assumption 

of two normally distributed populations. The variables 

under investigation were (1) the number of human move-

ment responses (M) elicited on the Sort and (2) the 

number of different constructs (NDC) elicited on the 

Role Construct Repertory Test. The hypothesis stated 

that there would be a significant positive relationship 

between these two variables. Table I shows the measures 

of central tendency and variability which led to compu-

tations concerning the normality of distribution of the 

two variables. 

TABLE I 

DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES OF THE NDC AND RORSCHACH M 

Mean SD Range 

NDC 11.86 2.32 6-15 
M 10.24 2.5^ 5-15 

21 
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A visual inspection of the variables indicates a 

significant negative skew in terms of the distribution of 

both variables. A rank coefficient of correlation yielded 

a result of ,88, which was significant beyond the .001 

level of confidence. 

TABLE II 

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CONSTRUCTS (NDC) AND 
HUMAN MOVEMENT RESPONSES (M) 

Subject NDC M 

1 12 9 

2 9 7 

3 11 7 

4 15 8 

5 12 7 

6 15 8 

7 15 14 

8 14 14 

9 12 10 

10 10 10 

11 13 9 

12 15 12 

13 15 10 J 
14 13 13 

15 13 11 
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TABLE II—Continued 

Subject NDC M 

16 14 12 

17 12 9 

18 13 15 

19 13 13 

20 13 8 

21 13 12 

22 6 9 

23 14 9 

24 12 9 

25 12 12 

26 9 8 

27 15 13 

28 9 5 

29 11 11 

30 10 12 

31 13 10 

32 12 12 

33 13 14 

3^ 7 6 

35 9 11 

36 13 13 

37 8 7 
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CHAPT2H IV 

DISCUSSION OP THE HSSULTS 

The verification of the hypothesis of this study 

suggested a further inquiry into the meaning of the 

correlation of the two variables. It would seem useful, 

then, to discuss the variables separately as they relate 

to a central construct which may systematically account 

for the variability. 

While the human movement response was generally 

discussed in terms of interpersonal relationships in the 

earlier portion of the present study, its meaning might 

suggest now, in light of the findings of this study, an 

ability to effect a wide repertoire of perceptions or 

responses in dealing with people. This quality, then, 

is hypothesized to effect better interpersonal relations. 

Frankle (2) hypothesized that M reflects the ability 

to empathize with and understand other people. Using 

social-work students engaged in case work as his criterion 

group, Frankle found a significant positive relationship 

between the number of responses and the effectiveness of 

the students, as determined by two measures of effectiveness, 

25 
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in forming interpersonal relationships. 

Holt (3) found, in a study of resident psychiatrists, 

that the highest-ranked men on the basis of pooled ratings 

of empathy produced significantly more M than the lowest-

ranked. 

The meanings of M have thus far "been considered in 

terms of its relation to normal groups. Because M has 

been Interpreted as having significant positive correla-

tion to interpersonal relations, it would follow that the 

production of M by neurotics and schizophrenics would be 

significantly lower than that by normals. The literature 

indicates this prediction and this trend are quite com-

patible with a correlation between M and empathy. Dymond 

and Cottrell (1) felt that empathic phenomena are the 

critical factors in human adjustment, and Hoskins (**) 

considered the fundamental manifestation of schizophrenia 

to be a loss of empathy. 

Okarski investigated the consistency of projective 

movement responses and challenged the basic assumptions of 

the system of projective testing. Specifically, fundamental 

to the observation and interpretation of conceptualized 

movement in the projective techniques has been the explicit 

or Implicit assumption that the movement response occurs 
1 

as a function of something deep-rooted and stable in the j 

individual. Observed as a test response, it has thus been 
! 

presumed to yield revealing and dependable clues to 
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personality and "behavior. Okarski hypothesized that. 

If this assumption is tenable, then the Individual's 

comparative level of movement production would "be con-

sistent over a range of different test situations. How-

ever, the methodology utilized to test a further hypothesis 

of consistency between verbal and perceptual tasks is of 

particular importance to the present study. Procedurally, 

Okarski utilized three perceptual techniques and three 

verbal techniques. The perceptual techniques included 

the Rorschach. Behn-Rorschach, and the Levy Movement Cards. 

The verbal techniques consisted of two sentence construc-

tion procedures and a Heteronym Test. The sentence con-

struction tasks consisted of asking the subject to make 

up and write down as many short simple sentences as they 

could produce beginning with the word "the." The time 

limit imposed was thirty seconds, and a further require-

ment was that the subject use a "different idea" for each 

sentence. The second sentence construction test was 

essentially the same as the first except that the subject 

was asked to compose one sentence for each of *J-0 different 

stimulus words like "the", "but", "a", "and", "for", etc. 

^ie Heteronym Test consisted of presenting visually to the 

subject forty two-syllable words, each having both verb and 

nonverb meanings, depending on the syllable stressed. Each 

word was hidden on a matrix of scrambled letters mounted 

on a 4" x 6" card, and the subject was instructed to find 
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the hidden word and to say it aloud on doing so. The 

results of the study indicated that (1) there was no 

significant consistency among the three common categories 

of M, (2) there was no significant relationship between 

the perceptual and verbal tasks, and (3) the presence 

of widely distributed individual differences in variation 

occurred between high and low movement scores for every 

category of movement. 

The preceding study furnished further theoretical 

support and experimental data for the present study. The 

assumption verified, which is consonant with the hypothesis 

of the present study, is that different types of projective 

test materials tap different levels of personality struc-

ture. The lack of relationship, then, between different 

projective tests can be ascribed to differences in project-

ing tests rather than inferring that the concept of human 

movement response is not stable on different projective 

tests. Briefly stated, consistency of projective movement 

will occur when two different projective instruments 

measure the same level of personality. The lack of sig-

nificant relationship between the verbal tasks and the 

perceptual tasks may be explained in the following mannert 

Although Okarski felt he was measuring "imagination" on 

the verbal tasks and thus felt that a correlation with M 

would occur, the definition of imagination is distinct from 

that tapped from the verbal tests. Imagination, with regard 
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to its relationship to M, deals with interpersonal per-

ception and related concepts such as empathy. The verbal 

tasks in the investigation did not deal with interpersonal 

concepts, "but tapped only an index of verbal abilities. 

The methodological lesson, then, is the precise definition 

of a test or concept, i.e., its construct validity, 

Kelly {5\ l*1 outlining the basic theory of personal 

constructs, indicated a number of corollaries. The dich-

otomy corollary states that a person's construction system 

is composed of a finite number of dichotomous constructs. 

This corollary is relevant to the present study because it 

implies a certain stability in the perception of events. 

Another corollary, the individuality corollary, states 

that persons differ from each other in their construction 

of events. People can be seen as differing from each 

other, not only because there may have been differences 

in the events which they have sought to anticipate, but 

also because there are different approaches to the antici-

pation of the same events. 

The fundamental postulate of Kelly's system states 

that a person's processes are psychologically channelized 

by the ways in which he anticipates events. The word 

"channelized" in the system refers to Kelly's conception 

of a person's processes as operating through a network of! 

pathways rather than as fluttering about in a vast empti-

ness. The network is flexible and is frequently modified, 
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but it is structured and it both facilitates and restricts 

a person's range of action. The anticipation of events 

is the basis of the predictive and motivational features 

of the theory of personal constructs, A person's network 

of pathways leads toward the future so that he may an-

ticipate it. This is the function that it serves. An-

ticipation is both the push and pull of the psychology 

of personal constructs. 

In summary, there is indicated by the present study, 

a stable factor which, in terms of interpersonal relation-

ships, accounts for some of the systematic variation be-

tween the number of different perceptions on the RBP Test 

and the number of M responses elicited on the Sort, In-

terpretations of the Rorschach must always finely define 

its own concepts, and the human movement response in this 

study Indicated a certain ability to effect a wide variety 

of interpersonal responses, which is, in part, the func-

tion of empathy. The RBP Test also seemed to measure a 

person's repertoire of interpersonal responses. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

The present study was conducted to determine the 

relationship between the human movement response and the 

theory of personal constructs. It was hypothesized that 

there would be a significant positive relationship be-

tween the number of human movement responses elicited 

on the Sort and the number of different constructs given 

on the REP Test. Thirty-seven students at North Texas 

State University were randomly chosen among college 

freshman English classes. The data were analyzed by 

means of a rank correlation. A significant correlation 

verified the hypothesis. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The inference drawn from the acceptance of the hy-

pothesis in the present study is that an individual's 

level of cognitive complexity is consistent and general 

when measured on a specific aspect of his personality. 

Specifically, the ability to manifest a wide range of 

interpersonal responses will be reflected on dissimilar 

32 
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tasks which are measuring this construct. The significant 

positive correlation "between the quantitative index of 

human movement responses and the variety of personal 

constructs implies a central mediating construct which 

transcends individual situations and thus has generality 

over a wide range of situations. 

The recommendations for further research in this 

area center around a continued investigation of the 

complexity of interpersonal relations. It is "believed 

that role playing, the concept of empathy, and one's 

self-concept all presuppose a singular construct which 

involves either the constriction of responses or, con-

versely, the ability to manifest wide ranges of responses 

on an interpersonal level. Specifically, it is recom-

mended that studies should be undertaken which attempt 

to reflect empirical levels of these constructs, in order 

to determine their relationship or lack of relationship. 

The central methodological caution should be the precise 

definition of empathy and role playing and an awareness 

of the construct validity of the test used to measure 

them. 



APPENDIX A 

HOLE CONSTRUCT REPERTORY TEST—GROUP FORM 

Part A: Role Title List 

Instructionsi 
Write the name of each of the persons indicated in 

the blanks provided below. 
If you cannot remember the name, but do remember the 

person, simply make a check mark or some other note of 
identification. 

If you cannot remember the person, substitute the 
name of a person whom the role title suggests to you. 

Do not repeat names. If a role title appears to call 
for a duplicate name, substitute the name of another per-
son whom the second role title suggests to you. 

1. Your mother or the person who has played the part 
of a mother in your life. 

2, Your father or the person who has played the part 
of a father in your life. 

3. Your brother nearest your age. If you have no brother, 
the person who is most like one. 
Your sister nearest your age. If you have no sister, 
the person who is most like one. 

5. A teacher you liked or the teacher of a subject you 
liked. 

6. A teacher you disliked or the teacher of a subject 
you disliked. 

7. Your closest girl (boy) friend immediately before you 
started going with you wife (husband) or present 
closest girl (boy) friend. _____ 

8. Your wife (or husband) or closest present girl (boy) 
friend. 

9. An employer, supervisor, or officer under whom you 
served during a period of great stress. 

10. A person with whom you have been closely associated, 
who for some unexplainable reason, appeared to dis-
like you. 

11. The person whom you have met within the past six 
months whom you would most like to know better. 

& 
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12. The person whom you would most like to be of help to, 
or whom you feel most sorry for. 

13. The most intelligent person whom you know personally. 
14. The most successful person whom you know personally. 
15. The most interesting person whom you know personally. 

Part Bt Construct Sorts 

Instructions« 
The sets of three numbers in the following sorts re-

fer to the numbers, 1 to 15 inclusive, in Part A. 
In each of the following sorts three numbers are 

listed. Look at your Part A sheet and consider the three 
people whom you have listed opposite these numbers. 

In what important way are two of these three people 
alike and, at the same time, essentially different from 
the third? 

After you have decided what that important way is, 
write it in the blank opposite the sort marked "Construct,M 

Next encircle the numbers corresponding to the two 
people who are alike. 

Write down what you believe to be the opposite of the 
construct in the blank marked "Contrast,w 

NUMBERS, 
SORT PART A CONSTRUCT CONTRAST 
1. 10,11,12 
2. 6,13,1^ 
3. 6, 9,12 
4. 3,14,15 
5. 4,11,13 
6. 2, 9,10 
7. 5,7,8 
8. 9,11,15 
9. 1, 4, 7 
10. 3, 5,13 
11. 8,12,14 
12. 4, 5,15 
13. 1, 2, 8 
14. 2, 3, 7 
15. 1, 6,10 
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