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C H A P T E R I 

INTRODUCTION 

N i n e t e e n h u n d r e d s i x t y - e i g h t w a s i n c r e d i b l e in m a n y r e s p e c t s . 

The y e a r w a s u n p r e c e d e n t e d and r e c o r d e d m a n y " f i r s t s . M M a n m a n e u -

v e r e d wi th in the m o o n ' s g r a v i t a t i o n a l pu l l ; a m a n l ived and f u n c t i o n e d 

wi th a t r a n s p l a n t e d h e a r t . I n d i v i d u a l s and g r o u p s of s t u d e n t s , b l a c k s , 

h i p p i e s , y i p p i e s , r i g h t i s t s , l e f t i s t s , and d i s s i d e n t s d e m a n d e d to be 

h e a r d and heeded . T h e y e a r w a s one of c o n f r o n t a t i o n , a y e a r w h e n the 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t b e c a m e the e n e m y , and the a l i e n a t e d b e c a m e the a c t i v i s t . 

It w a s a y e a r when few e x p e c t e d the a s t o u n d i n g and w e r e r e l u c t a n t to 

a c c e p t t h e u n t h i n k a b l e . R i o t s , a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , and i n v a s i o n s w e r e 

r a m p a n t . Many A m e r i c a n s v iewed t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e wi th i m a g e s of 

a p p r e h e n s i o n , a l a r m , and d i f f i d e n c e . V o t e r s c a r e l e s s l y g r o p e d f o r a 

m a n wi th s o l u t i o n s to t h e s e p e r p l e x i t i e s . In s h o r t , the A m e r i c a n pub l i c 

w a s s u s c e p t i b l e to s t r o n g if not r a t i o n a l v o i c e s in 1968. 

F r o m c o a s t to c o a s t the p e o p l e w e r e i m p r e s s i o n a b l e and r e a d y 

f o r c h a n g e . E x - G o v e r n o r G e o r g e C. W a l l a c e of A l a b a m a , a s a t h i r d 

p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e , t h r e a t e n e d R e p u b l i c a n and D e m o c r a t i c c o n -

t e n d e r s wi th a s t a l e m a t e if not v i c t o r y . Runn ing u n d e r n T h e A m e r i c a n 

I n d e p e n d e n t P a r t y " b a n n e r , he vowed to M t e l l t h e A m e r i c a n p e o p l e w h a t 

t h e y w a n t e d to h e a r . H H i s m e s s a g e of p e a c e , un i ty , and t f l aw and o r d e r 1 ' 

w a s w e l c o m e d by m a n y , s c r u p u l o u s l y e x a m i n e d by few, but f i n a l l y 

r e j e c t e d by the m a j o r i t y . 



T h i s s tudy wi l l v iew the "pub l i c i m a g e " of G e o r g e W a l l a c e 

d u r i n g 1968 and i t s e f f e c t on the e l e c t i o n . A l though , ! t he i m a g e " c o n c e p t 

h a s b e e n b r o a d l y a p p l i e d to h i s t o r y , e c o n o m i c s , p s y c h o l o g y , a n t h r o -

pology , and s o c i a l p s y c h o l o g y , i t s r e l e v a n c e t o the c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

f i e ld and r e l a t i v e p r o c e s s e s h a s b e e n v i r t u a l l y i g n o r e d u n t i l r e c e n t l y . 

T h i s i n t r o d u c t o r y c h a p t e r w i l l p r e s e n t (1) a d i s c u s s i o n of t h e i m a g e a s 

a r h e t o r i c a l tool , (2) the p u r p o s e of the s tudy , (3) an h i s t o r i c a l b a c k -

g r o u n d of the t i m e s p r e c e d i n g t h e 1968 c a m p a i g n , and (4) a b i o g r a p h i c a l 

p o r t r a i t of G e o r g e C. W a l l a c e , 

" T h e I m a g e " a s a R h e t o r i c a l T o o l 

R h e t o r i c a l t h e o r i s t s f r o m a n c i e n t to m o d e r n t i m e s h a v e r e c o g -

n i z e d the i m p a c t of the s p e a k e r ' s c h a r a c t e r in e f f e c t i n g p e r s u a s i o n . 

F o r e x a m i n a t i o n p u r p o s e s , t he s o u r c e (o r s p e a k e r ) i s u s u a l l y s t u d i e d 

s e p a r a t e l y f r o m the m e s s a g e o r s p e e c h , c a u s i n g a b r e a k d o w n in t he 

n o r m a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i t ua t i on . F o r the l i s t e n e r h o w e v e r , the s o u r c e 

and m e s s a g e a r e v iewed a s a m o n i s t i c p r o c e s s wi th t he m e s s a g e be ing 

s i m p l y an e x t e n s i o n of the s o u r c e . 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n t h e o r i s t s beg inn ing wi th A r i s t o t l e h a v e d e s c r i b e d 

and r e c o r d e d t e c h n i q u e s and t r a i t s e f f e c t i v e s p e a k e r s shou ld u s e f o r 

p e r s u a s i v e p u r p o s e s . A r i s t o t l e ' s t h r e e a r t i s t i c p r o o f s f o r the a r t of 

p e r s u a s i o n w e r e p a t h o s ( emot ion) , logos ( logic) , and e t h o s ( s p e a k e r ' s 

c h a r a c t e r ) . In d i s c u s s i n g e thos he w r o t e : 

. . . t he s p e a k e r m u s t not m e r e l y s e e to it t ha t h is s p e e c h 
[as an a r g u m e n t ] s h a l l be conv inc ing and p e r s u a s i v e , but he 

m u s t (in and by the speech] give the r i g h t i m p r e s s i o n of 
h i m s e l f , and get h is j udge {audience) in to t h e r i g h t s t a t e of 
m i n d . . . . it i s h igh ly i m p o r t a n t tha t t he s p e a k e r should 
e v i n c e a c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r , and t h a t t h e j u d g e s shou ld 



c o n c e i v e h im to be d i s p o s e d t o w a r d s t h e m in a c e r t a i n way , 
and f u r t h e r , if p o s s i b l e , t ha t the j u d g e s t h e m s e l v e s shou ld 
have a c e r t a i n a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s h i m . 

In c r e a t i n g e t h o s in and by the s p e e c h , A r i s t o t l e d o e s not 

r e c o g n i z e the n r e p u t a t i o n , f o r , f i m a g e n a s p e a k e r b r i n g s to the c o m m u n i -

c a t i o n s i t u a t i o n . A s a r e s u l t , e thos h a s no p a s t o r f u t u r e , but only a 

p r e s e n t t e n s e . A r i s t o t l e i m p l i e d h o w e v e r , the m u t u a l i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e 

of the s p e e c h and s p e a k e r ' s p a s t b e c a u s e good c h a r a c t e r c a n e n h a n c e 

a s p e e c h 1 s e f f e c t i v e n e s s , wh i l e good s p e e c h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ( con ten t , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , s t y l e and d e l i v e r y ) s u p p o r t t he s p e a k e r 1 s c h a r a c t e r . 

D u r i n g R o m a n and R e n a i s s a n c e p e r i o d s t h e A r i s t o t e l i a n c o n c e p t 

of e thos w a s expanded and c l a r i f i e d and w r i t e r s con t inued to d i s c u s s 

the i n t e r a c t i o n of t he s p e a k e r and s p e e c h . G e o r g e C a m p b e l l d i s c u s s e d 

the e f f e c t of s p e a k e r e t h o s in h i s book, P h i l o s o p h y of R h e t o r i c , by 

no t ing t ha t . . to be good is the only s u r e way of be ing long e s t e e m e d 

good, and to be e s t e e m e d good i s p r e v i o u s l y n e c e s s a r y to o n e ' s be ing 

h e a r d wi th due a t t e n t i o n and r e g a r d . ,f ^ He e x p a n d s the r o l e of c h a r a c -

t e r so t ha t it i n c l u d e s a s p e a k e r ' s e n t i r e r e p u t a t i o n . 

The r h e t o r i c a l c r i t i c t oday s t i l l e m p l o y s t h e c o n c e p t of e thos 

and e t h i c a l p r o o f . S t u d i e s of i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n the s o u r c e of a 

m e s s a g e and the m e s s a g e i t s e l f a r e a l s o u s e d . M o s t of the s o u r c e 

c r e d i b i l i t y s t u d i e s , h o w e v e r , a r e c o n c e r n e d wi th a s p e a k e r ' s i n f l u e n c e 

on the a u d i e n c e ' s a c c e p t a n c e of the m e s s a g e c o n t e n t . L i t t l e ha s b e e n 

*Lane C o o p e r , t r a n s l a t o r , The R h e t o r i c of A r i s t o t l e (New Y o r k , 
1932), p. 91. 

2 
G e o r g e C a m p b e l l , P h i l o s o p h y of R h e t o r i c New Y o r k , 1871), 

p. 119. 



done in d e t e r m i n i n g the e f f e c t of m e s s a g e c o n t e n t on the a u d i e n c e ' s 

a c c e p t a n c e of the s p e a k e r . A s t a t e m e n t f r o m Speech C r i t i c i s m , by 

T h o n s s e n and B a i r d , e x e m p l i f i e s the d e s i r e d a r e a of r e s e a r c h d u r i n g 

t h e i r t i m e . "A r h e t o r i c a l j u d g m e n t i s a c o m p o s i t e of d a t a and i n t e r -

p r e t a t i o n t h a t i s i n t e n d e d to r e v e a l the e f f e c t of a g iven s p e e c h upon 

3 

a p a r t i c u l a r g r o u p of l i s t e n e r s . " 

R e c e n t l y , c o n t e m p o r a r y c r i t i c s h a v e b e e n a s s u m i n g tha t the 

a i m of s p e e c h c r i t i c i s m should inc lude e v a l u a t i o n of any s i g n i f i c a n t 

a s p e c t of the r h e t o r i c a l t r a n s a c t i o n . The e a g e r c r i t i c h a s a v a s t r e p e r -

t o r y f r o m which to c h o o s e . F o r e x a m p l e , he m a y s tudy the c o m m u n i -

ca t i on , i t s a b u n d a n c e o r l a c k of i d e a s and a r t i s t r y , i t s r e l a t i o n to 

c u r r e n t i n t e l l e c t u a l , s c i e n t i f i c , r e l i g i o u s , p o l i t i c a l , p h i l o s o p h i c a l , 

e d u c a t i o n a l , o r a r t i s t i c p r o b l e m s , i t s r e l a t i o n to the s p e a k e r ' s d e e d s , 

i t s v a l u e , i m p a c t , o r r e s u l t s . The c r i t i c shou ld not be bound b y 

p r e v i o u s a p p r o a c h e s o r m e t h o d o l o g y but should deve lop h i s p e r s o n a l 

i d e a s , t hough t s , and s t y l e s . Anthony H i l l b r u n e r in C r i t i c a l D i m e n s i o n s : 

P u b l i c A d d r e s s C r i t i c i s m , r e i t e r a t e s th i s n e e d : 
It would be an e r r o r (to e m u l a t e a p p r o a c h e 0 b e c a u s e it would 
l i m i t h i s p o t e n t i a l , and in f a c t u n d e r m i n e h i s m o v e s t o w a r d 
f u l f i l l i n g h i s own c r e a t i v e p r o b i n g s and p o s s i b i l i t i e s . W h e r e 
p o s s i b l e , the c r i t i c should look fo r m e t h o d s t ha t would 
p r o v i d e un ique a s s e s s m e n t s , a s s e s s m e n t s in dep th of the 
s p e a k e r T s i m p a c t upon s p e c i f i c a u d i e n c e s a s w e l l a s upon h i s 
t i m e s . Th i s i s the^Least tha t he c a n do a s an e f f i c a c i o u s 
s c h o l a r and c r i t i c . 

H i l l b r u n e r a l s o f e e l s the c r i t i c should u t i l i z e e l e m e n t s of a p a r t i c u l a r 

3 
L e s t e r T h o n s s e n and A. C r a i g B a i r d , Speech C r i t i c i s m 

(New York , 1948), p . 9 . 
4 _ 

Anthony H i l l b r u n e r , C r i t i c a l D i m e n s i o n s : The A r t of P u b l i c 
A d d r e s s C r i t i c i s m (New Y o r k , 1966)7" p<> 72„ 



t h e o r y of in t en t wh ich f i t not only the s p e e c h , s p e a k e r , o r s i t u a t i o n , 

but a l s o t h e t i m e s . 

F e w i n d i v i d u a l s , in v i ewing r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y t h e 1968 p o l i t i c a l 

y e a r , would c a t e g o r i z e i t a s a t r a d i t i o n a l c a m p a i g n . T h a t y e a r i n t r o -

d u c e d to the A m e r i c a n s cene the f i r s t m a j o r t h i r d p a r t y c a n d i d a c y in 

r e c e n t y e a r s and t h e p r o c l a i m e d "New P o l i t i c s . " P o l i t i c i a n s s e a r c h e d 

f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the new t e c h n o l o g i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t p e r c i p i t a t e d by 

the e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a and i t s p s y c h i c and s o c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s . B e c a u s e 

of t h e new and expanded m e d i a t h e m e s s a g e of the p o l i t i c a l c o m m u n i c a t o r 

had l o s t m u c h of i t s i m p o r t a n c e , and the p o l i t i c i a n ' s T lpublic i m a g e " 

had t a k e n i t s p l a c e . S ince t h e v i s u a l d i m e n s i o n of the p o l i t i c a l c o m -

m u n i c a t i o n had b e e n extended, t h e pub l i c found it e a s i e r to f o r m an 

i m a g e of i t s p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s v i a t e l e v i s i o n r a t h e r t h a n o t h e r a n a c h r o -

n i s t i c m e d i a . T h i s s tudy w i l l d i s c u s s , at a l a t e r po in t , t he v i s u a l 

i m a g e 1 s d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e on i nd iv idua l p o l i t i c a l c h o i c e . 

B e c a u s e the new c o n c e p t of "pub l i c image 1 1 p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t 

r o l e in t h e 1968 p o l i t i c s , it s e e m s f e a s i b l e to u s e a new r h e t o r i c a l 

a p p r o a c h in e x a m i n i n g th i s concep t . T h o m a s D. H a r r i s o n , who h a s 

done c o n s i d e r a b l e w o r k wi th " t h e i m a g e " f r o m a r h e t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , . 

s t a t e s : 

. . . [the image] ha s i t s r o o t s p r i m a r i l y in r a t i o n a l i s m a s 
o p p o s e d to b e h a v i o r i s m . It is a m o d e l of t he p r a g m a t i c s of 
h u m a n c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m t h e po in t of v iew of the p e r c e i v e r . 
P e r s u a s i o n i s m e a s u r e d in t e r m s of the e f f e c t of r h e t o r i c on 
the m i n d of the p e r c e i v e r r a t h e r t h a n upon s u b s e q u e n t b e h a v i o r 
o r upon the p u r p o s e of t h e s p e a k e r . The i m a g e i s u s e f u l 
b e c a u s e it d i r e c t s u s in to the m i n d of t h e a u d i t o r , b e c a u s e i t 
p o i n t s t o w a r d s the m a n n e r in wh ich c o m m u n i c a t i o n a l t e r s t ha t 
m i n d , and b e c a u s e it f a c i l i t a t e s an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the 



m a n n e r in wh ich p e r s u a s i o n f u n c t i o n s a s a p r i n c i p l e of 
s o c i a l c o h e s i o n , 

The i m p o r t a n c e of u s i n g t h e , ! publ ic image 1 1 c o n c e p t a s a r h e t o r i -

c a l t oo l in l ieu of the e t h o s c o n c e p t l i e s in e x a m i n i n g a l l t he w a y s a 

s p e a k e r c o m m u n i c a t e s h i m s e l f and h is m e s s a g e s and t h e i r e f f e c t s upon 

the a u d i e n c e 1 s a c c e p t a n c e of t he s p e a k e r and h is s p e e c h . R h e t o r i c a l 

p e r s u a s i o n is v i e w e d f r o m the p e r c e i v e r ' s po in t of v i e w - - n o t the 

s p e a k e r ' s n o r t h e c r i t i c ' s . 

P u r p o s e of the Study 

The i n t e n t i o n of t h i s s tudy i s to e x a m i n e the pub l i c i m a g e of 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e in the 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n f r o m i t s e a r l i e s t 

i n c e p t i o n t o i t s g e n e r a l a c c e p t a n c e and at t h e s a m e t i m e , to d e t e r m i n e 

if t h i s i m a g e c o n t r i b u t e d to h i s d e f e a t at the p o l l s . The s tudy w i l l s e e k 

to be an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e r a t h e r t han e x h a u s t i v e h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h 

s u m m a r y and wi l l a t t e m p t to view W a l l a c e ' s i m a g e f r o m a s an o b j e c t i v e 

p o s t u r e a s p o s s i b l e . Bo th p r i m a r y and s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s w i l l be 

u s e d in o r d e r to r e f l e c t the f e e l i ng t ha t p e o p l e had t o w a r d W a l l a c e . 

A v a i l a b l e pub l i c op in ion p o l l s wi l l be e m p l o y e d to show v o t e r i n t en t 

and a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d the i s s u e s , c a n d i d a t e s , and r e l a t e d f a c t o r s . 

The " i m a g e " c o n c e p t w i l l be c o n s t r u c t e d p r i m a r i l y f r o m the 

w o r k of t h r e e m e n : W a l t e r L i p p m a n n , P u b l i c Opin ion , K e n n e t h E . 

Bou ld ing , The I m a g e : Knowledge in L i f e and Soc i e ty , and D a n i e l J . 
% 

B o o r s t i n , The I m a g e : A Guide to P s e u d o - E v e n t s in A m e r i c a . In 

add i t ion , an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e w o r k on the pub l i c i m a g e , " T h e P u b l i c 

5 
T h o m a s D a i l H a r r i s o n , " T h e I m a g e : A S y s t e m s A p p r o a c h to 

t h e R h e t o r i c a l Ac t , " u n p u b l i s h e d p a p e r , D e p a r t m e n t of S p e e c h and 
D r a m a , C e n t r a l S t a t e C o l l e g e , E d m o n d , O k l a h o m a , 1968, p. 2. 



I m a g e of the 'New South ' in the N o r t h , 1870-1890" ( U n p u b l i s h e d 

M a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , D e p a r t m e n t of S p e e c h , U n i v e r s i t y of O k l a h o m a , 1966), 

by T h o m a s D. H a r r i s o n , wi l l be u s e d . 

The d e s i g n of the s tudy i s t w o - f o l d . F i r s t , t h i s t h e s i s s e e k s to 

d e v e l o p a t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t o r s e r i e s of g u i d e l i n e s to be u s e d f o r 

e x a m i n i n g p o l i t i c a l b e h a v i o r a s d e t e r m i n e d by t h e a t t i t u d e s and i m a g e s 

the e l e c t o r a t e h a s of t h e p o l i t i c i a n and t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s . I m p o r t a n c e 

i s p l a c e d upon the r o l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s p l a y in f o r m u l a t i n g 

and r e i n f o r c i n g t h e " i m a g e s . " T h e s tudy c o n s i d e r s " t h e i m a g e " a s 

c o m m u n i c a t e d by m a s s m e d i a and v i ews the un ique r o l e of e l e c t r o n i c 

m e d i a in c r y s t a l i z i n g n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s . 

Second ly , the t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t is a p p l i e d to a c a s e s tudy of 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e and h is pub l i c i m a g e in the 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n . 

T h i s c a s e s tudy e x a m i n e s t h e p e r s o n a l and i d e o l o g i c a l d i m e n s i o n s of 

W a l l a c e ' s i m a g e a s w e l l a s the t e c h n o l o g i c a l a s p e c t of the m e d i a r o l e . 

T h e s tudy i s d iv ided in to f o u r c h a p t e r s . F o l l o w i n g t h i s 

d i s c u s s i o n , C h a p t e r I g ives an h i s t o r i c a l o v e r v i e w p r e c e d i n g the 

1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n and a s h o r t b i o g r a p h i c a l s k e t c h of G e o r g e 

W a l l a c e . In bu i ld ing a t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t , C h a p t e r II a n s w e r s 

t h r e e q u e s t i o n s : (1) What i s the n a t u r e of " t h e i m a g e ? " (2) What i s 

t he r o l e of " t h e i m a g e " in p o l i t i c s ? and (3) How i s " t h e i m a g e " 

c r e a t e d ? 

C h a p t e r III e x a m i n e s the pub l i c i m a g e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e a s i t 

w a s d e v e l o p e d d u r i n g the 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l y e a r . T h r e e i d e a s a r e 

d e v e l o p e d : (1) the p a s t , p r e s e n t , and f u t u r e p e r s o n a l i m a g e of 



W a l l a c e , (2) the i d e o l o g i c a l d i m e n s i o n and pub l i c a t t i t u d e s , and 

(3) the t e c h n o l o g i c a l t r a n s m i s s i o n of W a l i a c e ! s i m a g e to the pub l i c . 

C h a p t e r IV wi l l o f f e r conc lud ing r e m a r k s on the s tudy . 

H i s t o r i c a l O v e r v i e w 

P e r h a p s the t e m p e r of the t i m e s o r the i m a g e s of the p o l i t i c a l 

c o n t e n d e r s t h r e a t e n e d A m e r i c a n s in 1968, n e v e r t h e l e s s , t hey w e r e 

g r i p p e d by a p e r v a s i v e d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and an i r r i t a b l e s e n s e of p e s s i -

m i s m wh ich c louded a l l f o r e c a s t s . What type of l e a d e r s h i p d id t h e 

n a t i o n w a n t ? T o wha t k ind of a p p e a l s and p r o m i s e s would t he v o t e r s 

r e s p o n d ? Cou ld t he p o p u l a c e be p a c i f i e d ? If so, who would do i t ? 

What w e r e h i s s t r a t e g i e s ? No p r o f e s s i o n a l p o l i t i c i a n in the c o u n t r y 

cou ld a n s w e r t h e s e q u e s t i o n s wi th any f i na l i t y . T h e N a t i o n a l C o m -

m i t t e e f o r an E f f e c t i v e C o n g r e s s took the na t ion 1 s p u l s e the f i r s t w e e k 

in J a n u a r y and r e p o r t e d : n A t a l l l e v e l s of A m e r i c a n l i f e , p e o p l e s h a r e 

s i m i l a r f e a r s , i n s e c u r i t i e s , and gnawing doub t s to such an i n t e n s e 

d e g r e e t ha t the c o u n t r y m a y in f a c t be s u f f e r i n g f r o m a k ind of n a t i o n a l 

n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n . . . . a d e p r e s s i o n of the n a t i o n a l s p i r i t . I !^ T h e 

m a j o r i t y of A m e r i c a n s c o n t e m p l a t e d the p r e s i d e n t i a l p o l i t i c s wi th a 

s t r o n g , s i m p l e , and unhappy i m a g e of wha t w a s happen ing to t h e i r 

c o u n t r y . A c a t c h p h r a s e i n d i c a t i v e of t h e t i m e s w a s t h a t t h e n a t i o n w a s 

n b e i n g t o r n a p a r t by the w a r and the c i t i e s . ff 

T e n s i o n s bu i ld ing s i nce the a s s a s s i n a t i o n of P r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y 

had e r u p t e d in to v i o l e n c e and p r o t e s t . T h i s r e a c t i o n w a s ign i t ed by the 

n T h e Big Show: P o l i t i c s 1968, 11 N e w s w e e k , LXXI ( J a n u a r y 8, 
1968), 18. 



c i v i l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t and f u e l e d by p r o l o n g e d i n v o l v e m e n t in V i e t n a m . 

T h i s v i o l e n c e a r o s e b e c a u s e p e o p l e c o m m i t t e d to s o c i a l c h a n g e con-

f r o n t e d p e o p l e c o m m i t t e d to t h e s t a t u s quo. C r i t i c s of t h e d e m o n -

s t r a t i o n s c o n t e n d e d t ha t such o u t b r e a k s w e r e " u n - A m e r i c a n , H and 

had o c c u r r e d i n f r e q u e n t l y in the p a s t . T h o s e who he ld t h i s a t t i t u d e 

o v e r l o o k e d m a j o r g r o u p s in h i s t o r y t h a t w e r e invo lved in v i o l e n t 

p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t s . A m o n g t h o s e w e r e the A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s , A p p a -

l a c h i a n f a r m e r s , A m e r i c a n c o l o n i s t s , wh i t e S o u t h e r n e r s , White, 

A n g l o - S a x o n , P r o t e s t a n t A m e r i c a n s ( W A S P ' s ) , W o m a n ' s S u f f r a g e and 

7 

o t h e r s . 

Some c i t i z e n s d e c l a r e d A m e r i c a w a s a t f s i c k society1* wh i l e 

o t h e r s a r g u e d it w a s m e r e l y e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e o l d e s t p r o b l e m of 

p o l i t i c s - - t h e nonv io l en t t r a n s f e r of p o w e r . A l though t h e a n s w e r w a s 

n e b u l o u s , one f a c t w a s ev iden t ; the n u m b e r and v a r i e t y of p a r t i c i p a n t s 

in d e m o n s t r a t i v e p r o t e s t s i n c r e a s e d and e n c o m p a s s e d a l a r g e r p o r t i o n 

of s o c i e t y m e m b e r s . D i s s i d e n t s t u d e n t s and b l a c k f a c t i o n s w e r e 

j o i n e d by v a r i o u s m i d d l e - c l a s s g r o u p s and r e s p e c t a b l e p r o f e s s i o n a l s 

such a s t e a c h e r s , d o c t o r s , n u r s e s , r e s e a r c h e r s , and c l e r g y m e n . 

The h i s t o r i c a l b a c k d r o p of t h e 1968 e l e c t i o n y e a r c a n n o t be 

m i n i m i z e d in t h i s study* h o w e v e r , o the r e v e n t s s u c h a s the V i e t n a m 

w a r and r a c i a l violence need to b e a n a l y z e d f o r t h e i r i n f l u e n c e s in the 

e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s . 

7 
F o r e x c e l l e n t s u m m a r y on v io len t p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t s s e e : 

J e r o m e H. Sko ln ick , T h e P o l i t i c s of P r o t e s t (New Y o r k , 1969), 
pp. 10-24. 



10 

The V i e t n a m W a r 

Un i t ed S t a t e s i n v o l v e m e n t in a l l m a j o r w a r s s i n c e 1775 h a s 

i n d u c e d d o m e s t i c p r o t e s t and v io l ence . Unt i l r e c e n t l y t h i s w a s a 

m a r g i n a l and e a s i l y i g n o r e d p h e n o m e n o n b e c a u s e t he m a g n i f i e d p a t r i -

o t i s m o b s c u r r e d t h e v o i c e s of d i s s e n t . The v io len t c o n f l i c t a r i s i n g 

f r o m o p p o s i t i o n to t h e V i e t n a m w a r fo l lowed a d i f f e r e n t c o u r s e . T h i s 

i s t he f i r s t t i m e a l a r g e n u m b e r of you ths and s t u d e n t s have b e e n 

v i o l a t e l y o p p o s e d . P r e v i o u s l y , t hey w e r e t h e m a j o r s o u r c e of p a t r i o t i c 

s e n t i m e n t . T h i s a l s o m a r k s t h e f i r s t t i m e o p p o n e n t s have r e a l i z e d 

i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a r s u p p o r t f o r , f t h e i r c a u s e . 11 

T h e r e i s a c o r r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n the d e g r e e of m i l i t a r y i nvo lve -

m e n t and the m a g n i t u d e of the p r o t e s t . The f i r s t r e a l d i s s e n t c a m e in 

t he sp r ing of 1965 a f t e r the f i r s t , f n o n r e t a l i a t o r y n a i r a t t a c k s a g a i n s t 

N o r t h V i e t n a m b e g a n and the f i r s t f ! a c k n o w l e d g e d n U . S . c o m b a t t r o o p s 

w e r e l a n d e d in South V i e t n a m . S ince tha t t i m e t h e s c o p e of p r o t e s t 

had g r o w n wi th e s c a l a t i o n of m a n - p o w e r and g e n e r a l w a r e f f o r t s . The 

w a r had t a k e n a h igh t o l l of A m e r i c a n l i ves , e v e n s u r p a s s i n g the n u m b e r 

k i l l e d in K o r e a by the s p r i n g of 1967, and b e w i l d e r e d c i t i z e n s a s k e d , 

"Why?" The quest ion i s the same everywhere , though asked d i f ferent ly . 

P r i o r to and including 1968,there was no c o m p l e t e l y organ ized 

Ant i -War Movement in the United States . Instead^ hundreds of ad hoc 

groups had appeared in r e s p o n s e to s p e c i f i c Vietnam i s s u e s such as 

e s c a l a t i o n s , bombing resumpt ions , and draft p o l i c i e s . A report by 

J e r o m e H. Skolnick, ent i t led The P o l i t i c s of P r o t e s t , d i s c u s s e s the 

p a r a l l e l i s m of demons tra t ions and opposit ion. 

^Ibid. , p. 29. 
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. . . t h e s i z e of d e m o n s t r a t i o n s v a r i e s d i r e c t l y w i th the 
p o p u l a r o p p o s i t i o n to the w a r d u r i n g the p e r i o d 1965 to 1968. 
T h u s , the s t r e n g t h of t h e m o v e m e n t would s e e m to be causal ly-
r e l a t e d to w i d e s p r e a d A m e r i c a n a t t i t u d e s and s e n t i m e n t s 
t o w a r d the w a r . . . . T h e r e i s a w i d e s p r e a d f e e l i n g a m o n g t h o s e 
who p a r t i c i p a t e in a c t i v e c r i t i c i s m of t h e w a r t ha t t h e m o v e -
m e n t would c o l l a p s e wi thout the p r e s e n c e of a w o r s e n i n g m i l i t a r y 
s i t u a t i o n and a d o m e s t i c s o c i a l c r i s i s , and t h i s f e e l i n g g a i n s 
c r e d e n c e f r o m the s l a c k e n i n g of p r o t e s t s a f t e r P r e s i d e n t 
J o h n s o n ' s s p e e c h of M a r c h 31, 1968, and the p r e o c c u p a t i o n 
wi th f , s t r a i g h t , f p o l i t i c s d u r i n g the M c C a r t h y and K e n n e d y 
c a m p a i g n s , ° 

The a t t i t u d e s of a l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e of the d i s s e n t e r s cou ld not 

be a l i g n e d wi th the w a r and i t s s u p p o s e d c a u s e s . T h e y found i t d id 

not q u a l i f y a s a j u s t w a r a s d e f i n e d by St. T h o m a s A q u i n a s . He f e l t a 

j u s t w a r m u s t m e e t t h r e e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s : (1) the c a u s e m u s t be j u s t , 

(2) the r u l e r m u s t be l e g i t i m a t e , and (3) the m e a n s e m p l o y e d m u s t 

be p r o p o r t i o n a t e to the ends in v iew. 

To a g r e a t m a j o r i t y of A m e r i c a n s t h e c a u s e in V i e t n a m w a s 

u n j u s t . T h e y did not s e e the beg inn ing of t he w a r n o r h e a r the b l a r e 

of t r u m p e t s o r n d a y of infamy 1 1 to a n n o u n c e i t s p r e s e n c e o r a r o u s e t h e 

p o p u l a c e to e n e m y p r e s e n c e . It d id not b r e a k , l ike the K o r e a n W a r , 

wi th an i n v a s i o n f r o m t h e C o m m u n i s t N o r t h . I n s t e a d , p r o l o n g e d 

pub l i c a t t e n t i o n w a s g iven to V i e t n a m and i t s i s s u e s o v e r a p e r i o d o£ 

y e a r s . T h e pub l ic w a s v a g u e l y a w a r e of the f a l l of D i e n b i e n p h u in 

1954, the Geneva A c c o r d s , and P r e m i e r D i e m f s r e g i m e of a ' d e m o -

c r a t i c one m a n r u l e . n D i e m w a s f a v o r a b l y p o r t r a y e d by the A m e r i c a n 

n e w s m e d i a un t i l h i s d e s p o t i s m then a s s a s s i n a t i o n in N o v e m b e r , 1963. 

A s the w a r c o n t i n u e d to g r o w and the D i e m r e g i m e w a s r e p l a c e d by a 

s u c c e s s i o n of s t r o n g m e n , j u n t a s , and shadow g o v e r n m e n t s , t h e 

^Ibid. , p. 31. 
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A m e r i c a n pub l i c b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y a w a r e and d i s t u r b e d . T h i s f r u s -

t r a t i o n b e g a n snowba l l ing a s the w a r e x p a n d e d and n u m e r o u s A m e r i c a n s 

gave t h e i r l i v e s . ^ 

By the end of 1967 t h e c h a r a c t e r of Lyndon B. J o h n s o n w a s 

be ing q u e s t i o n e d . The i m a g e s of P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n and S e n a t o r 

G o l d w a t e r c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y a f t e r t h e 1964 e l e c t i o n . A m a j o r i t y of 

A m e r i c a n s w e r e r e l i e v e d in 1964, w h e n B a r r y G o l d w a t e r , a m a n who 

u r g e d a n e s c a l a t i o n of the w a r , w a s d e f e a t e d and Lyndon J o h n s o n , a 

m a n who sa id no A m e r i c a n boys shou ld be s e n t to do t h e job A s i a n boys 

shou ld do, w a s e l e c t e d . The s c e n e c h a n g e d a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s , a s 

Sko ln i ck s a i d : " I t s e e m s f a i r to s ay tha t t h e a n t i - V i e t n a m W a r M o v e -

m e n t h a s b e e n e n e r g i z e d in p a r t by a d e e p p e r s o n a l b i t t e r n e s s a g a i n s t 

t he s p e a k e r of t h o s e w o r d s , and wi thou t the p r o m i s e s of 1964 the 

m o v e m e n t m i g h t have a s s u m e d a m i l d e r c h a r a c t e r . 

As books about the w a r p r o l i f e r a t e d m o r e A m e r i c a n s l e a r n e d 

t h e V i e t n a m e s e s i t u a t i o n had evo lved f r o m the I n d o c h i n e s e War , in wh ich 

t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s had open ly s u p p o r t e d the F r e n c h a g a i n s t t h e V i e t n a m e s e . 

L e g a l i t y of A m e r i c a n i n t e r v e n t i o n w a s a l s o c h a l l e n g e d , and P r e s i d e n t 

J o h n s o n ' s r e p e a t e d a s s e r t i o n tha t " t h r e e P r e s i d e n t s . . . [had] c o m -

m i t t e d t h e m s e l v e s and [had] p r o m i s e d to he lp d e f e n d t h i s s m a l l and 

v a l i a n t na t i on , " s e e m e d to m i s r e p r e s e n t P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r ' s 

12 

l e t t e r to P r e m i e r D i e m in 1954. T h i s p r o p o s a l w a s t o " e x a m i n e " .an 

a s s i s t a n c e p r o g r a m wi th D i e m , wh ich i n d i c a t e d a w i l l i n g n e s s to 

^ I b i d . , p. 36. ^ I b i d . , p. 37. 

12 
"Why V i e t n a m , " Uni ted S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t P u b l i c a t i o n 

(Wash ing ton , Augus t 20, 19 65), p . 5. 
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I o 

f u r n i s h " a i d in deve lop ing a s t r o n g v i a b l e s t a t e . " T h e T o n k i n Gulf 

R e s o l u t i o n of A u g u s t 7, 1964, a u t h o r i z i n g the P r e s i d e n t " t o t a k e a l l 

n e c e s s a r y m e a s u r e s to r e p e l any a r m e d a t t a c k a g a i n s t the f o r c e s of 

t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s and to p r e v e n t f u r t h e r a g g r e s s i o n , " w a s i n t e r p r e t e d 
14 

as an o v e r - e x t e n s i o n of P r e s i d e n t i a l p o w e r . As s u b s e q u e n t e v e n t s 

and ideas d e v e l o p e d , m a n y c i t i z e n s b e g a n q u e s t i o n i n g t h e t r u t h f u l n e s s 

of t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t ' s p u r p o s e in V i e t n a m . 

A m a j o r i t y of the d i s s e n t e r s w e r e o p p o s e d to t h e w a r b e c a u s e 

of t h e m i l i t a r y t a c t i c s e m p l o y e d . A s A r t h u r S c h l e s i n g e r J r . w r o t e 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e w a r , in V i o l e n c e : A m e r i c a in t h e S i x t i e s : 
And the w a r in wh ich we a r e p r e s e n t l y e n g a g e d i s f a r 

m o r e b r u t a l i z i n g t h a n the Second W o r l d W a r o r the K o r e a n W a r . 
It i s m o r e b r u t a l i z i n g b e c a u s e t h e d e s t r u c t i o n we have w r o u g h t 
in V i e t n a m i s s o wi ld ly out of p r o p o r t i o n to any d e m o n s t r a t e d 
i n v o l v e m e n t of our n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y o r any r a t i o n a l a s s e s s -
m e n t of o u r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . In t h i s w a r we a r e k i l l i n g 
beyond n e e d . 15 

T h e u s e of n a p a l m , de fo l i a t ion , and s a t u r a t i o n bombing , a long w i th the 

m a s s k i l l i ngs , c a u s e d m i n o r i t y g r o u p s to q u e s t i o n the j u s t i c e of t h e w a r 

and the l e g i t i m a c y of t h e s y s t e m . 

B a s i s f o r d i s s e n t i o n and r e v o l t w a s t r a n s m i t t e d v i a w a r c o v e r -

a g e by t h e m e d i a . Sko ln i ck s t r e s s e s t h i s f a c t by w r i t i n g : 

13 
See P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r ' s l e t t e r of O c t o b e r 23, 1954, to 

P r e m i e r D i e m of South V i e t n a m , e m p h a s i z i n g the d e p e n d e n c y of any 
e c o n o m i c a id on f o r t h c o m i n g " a s s u r a n c e s " and " p e r f o r m a n c e " in 
t h e a r e a of " n e e d e d r e f o r m s . " T h e l e t t e r d id not m e n t i o n m i l i t a r y 
a s s i s t a n c e . D e p a r t m e n t of S t a t e B u l l e t i n (Wash ing ton , N o v e m b e r 15, 
1954), p. 735f . 

14 
T h e New Y o r k T i m e s , A u g u s t 6, 1964, p. 8. 

15 
A r t h u r S c h l e s i n g e r J r . , V i o l e n c e : A m e r i c a i n the S i x t i e s 

(New Y o r k , 1968), p. 50. 
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This is the most fully reported war in history; one could 
go further and say that this is the only war in which millions of 
citizens in their homes have been granted access to immediate 
experience and background knowledge that would enable them jtg> 
doubt their own government's version of what was happening. 

Academic and l i terary figures who set a precedent by their 

widespread opposition supported the critics. United States Senate 

"doves, 11 such as Fulbright, Morse, Hatfield, McGovern, Gore, 

Kennedy, Mansfield, and McCarthy provided continual incentive for 

dissenters, and they were often joined by Tfhawks{f such as Symington, 

Stennis, and Russell. Several of President Kennedyrs administrators 

such as Galbraith, Reischauer, Schlesinger, Sorenson, and Hilsman, 

sided with President Johnspn's opposition. Men like U Thant, Pope 

17 

Paul, and Arnold Toynbee also encouraged critics of the war. 

While the movement's main support had been white professionals, 

students, and clergy, several of the groups drifted toward "confron-

tationism. 11 Originally, the demonstrations were non-violent marches, 

sit-ins, and picketings. Physical injuries resulted from police inter-

vention and counter-demonstrators, when dissenters of the status quo 

in Vietnam turned their "peaceful" gatherings into violent demonstrations 

and used guerrilla tactics on college campuses. One such incident at 

San Jose State College in I^ovember, 1967, occurred when Dow Chemical, 

the CIA, and the Armed Fqrces came on campus for recruitment 

purposes. Similar occurrences spread across the United States during 

19 68.1 8 

16 'Skolnick, pp. 4 2 - 4 3 17 
Ibid. » p. 43. 

^Hugh Davis Grahax 
Historical and Comparative Perspectives (New York, 1969), pp. 517-519. 

m and Ted Robert Gurr, Violence in America: 



15 

By m i d - 1 9 6 8 t h e op in ion p o l l s d e c l a r e d the d i s s e n t i n g m i n o r i t y 

had b e c o m e t h e m a j o r i t y . A Ga l lup po l l of A u g u s t 1968, a s k e d , 

. . do you th ink the U . S . m a d e a m i s t a k e s e n d i n g t r o o p s to f igh t in 

V i e t n a m . 11 Some 53 p e r c e n t a n s w e r e d n y e s , M and 35 p e r c e n t s a id 

19 

"no . n An e a r l i e r r e p o r t by N e w s w e e k ( J a n u a r y 1, 1968) d i s c l o s e d 

the fo l lowing f i n d i n g s : 
Qu i t e obv ious ly , m o r e A m e r i c a n s t h a n not a r e s t i l l d e t e r m i n e d 
to s e e the U. S. n w i n n the V i e t n a m e s e w a r . But w inn ing in 
V i e t n a m d o e s not a p p e a r to m e a n to t h e m wha t it m e a n t in 
W o r l d W a r II. Wha t m o s t A m e r i c a n s s e e m to i n s i s t on i s a n 
h o n o r a b l e so lu t ion t ha t w i l l avo id h u m i l i a t i o n of t h e i r c o u n t r y . 
In t h e o r y , t h a t c o n d i t i o n cou ld be m e t if the w a r w e r e s i m p l y 
ended on t e r m s t h a t r u l e d out an i m m e d i a t e C o m m u n i s t t a k e -
o v e r of a l l of V i e t n a m . In p r a c t i c e , h o w e v e r , i t s e e m s p r o b -
ab l e t h a t t h e only way th i s cou ld be a c c o m p l i s h e d would be f o r 
the U. S. to a c h i e v e a s e t t l e m e n t p e r m i t t i n g it t o s t a t i o n t r o o p s 
on South V i e t n a m f o r the f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . ^ 

In g e n e r a l , the c r i t i c s , e s p e c i a l l y in 1967 and e a r l y 1968, w e r e s u c -

c e s s f u l in p r o j e c t i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n the w a r and the A m e r i c a n 

d o m e s t i c c r i s i s . A r e p e a t e d t h e m e b e c a m e the c r y f o r n r e o r d e r e d 

p r i o r i t i e s . 11 

R a c i a l V i o l e n c e 

T h e r a c i a l d i s o r d e r s b e f o r e e a r l y 1968 w e r e e m b e d d e d in a 

t a n g l e of s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l , and p s y c h o l o g i c a l i s s u e s and 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h a r o s e out of an h i s t o r i c p a t t e r n of N e g r o - C a u -

c a s i a n r e l a t i o n s in A m e r i c a . P r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y a d v a n c e d t h e c a u s e 

of t he N e g r o by s e t t i n g t h e s t a g e f o r the C i v i l R i g h t s Ac t of 1964, and 

P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n s e c u r e d the e n a c t m e n t . Al though t h i s l aw s e t t l e d 

^ S k o l n i c k , p. 44. 

20 n Out look : an A m e r i c a n D i l e m m a , 11 N e w s w e e k , LXXI 
( J a n u a r y 1, 1968), 17. 
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t h e p u b l i c a c c o m m o d a t i o n s i s s u e , t h e v o t i n g r i g h t s w e r e s t i l l u n a f f e c t e d 

u n t i l l a t e r , w h e n a m o r e e f f e c t i v e s u f f r a g e l aw w a s p a s s e d . 

In t h e s u m m e r of 1964 s o c i o l o g i s t L e e R a i n w a t e r found t h a t 

21 

w o r k i n g and m i d d l e - c l a s s f a m i l i e s f a v o r e d t h e s o c i a l r e f o r m m o v e m e n t . 

T h i s m o v e m e n t d o m i n a t e d D e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c s a n d l e d t o t h e G r e a t 

S o c i e t y p r o g r a m a n d t h e W a r on P o v e r t y . T h e g e n e r a l c o n s e n s u s 

v i e w e d n t h e p o o r b l a c k man 1 1 a s b e i n g g i v e n a c h a n c e t o w o r k h i s w a y 

out of p o v e r t y and t o p r o v e h i m s e l f w o r t h y . 

A s w h i t e a t t i t u d e s c h a n g e d , so d i d t h e N e g r o e s 1 . T h e y w e r e 

g a i n i n g a n e w s e n s e of s e l f - r e s p e c t and s e l f - i m a g e , r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e 

c i v i l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t a n d r a c i a l a d v a n c e m e n t . T h e n o n - v i o l e n t 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s in t h e Sou th , n e w l a w s a n d c o u r t d e c i s i o n s , a c c o m p a n i e d 

by t h e i n c r e a s i n g s u p p o r t of w h i t e p u b l i c o p i n i o n , g a v e the N e g r o e s a 

n e w c o n f i d e n c e f o r t h e f u t u r e . S u d d e n l y , a n r e v o l u t i o n in e x p e c t a t i o n s 1 1 

a r o s e b e c a u s e N e g r o e s no l o n g e r f e l t t h e y h a d t o a c c e p t s e c o n d - c l a s s 

c i t i z e n s h i p . T h e i r c o m m o n l i f e now a p p e a r e d m o r e i n t o l e r a b l e t h a n 

e v e r . T h e l e g i s l a t u r e a n d c o u r t s u c c e s s e s l e d t o i n t e n s i f i e d e x p e c t a -

t i o n s a n d r e s u l t e d i n d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h i n t h e l i m i t s of t h e l e g a l a n d 

l e g i s l a t i v e p r o g r a m s . P r i c e M. C o b b s a n d W i l l i a m H. G r i e r , a u t h o r s 

of B l a c k R a g e , m a d e t h i s c l e a r . 
O v e r t h e p a s t d e c a d e , b l a c k A m e r i c a n s h a v e u n d e r -

g o n e p r o f o u n d c h a n g e s in t h e i r c o n c e p t i o n s of t h e m s e l v e s a n d 
t h e w o r l d in w h i c h t h e y l i v e . It i s i r o n i c how m a n y of t h e s e 
c h a n g e s h a v e r e m a i n e d u n n o t i c e d by m a n y w h i t e s , e v e n t h o s e 
w h i t e A m e r i c a n s p u r p o r t i n g t o m a k e s c i e n t i f i c i n q u i r i e s i n t o 
t h e t h o u g h t s , f e e l i n g s a j id b e h a v i o r of b l a c k p e o p l e . B l a c k 
A m e r i c a n s a r e u n d e r g o i n g a p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n a n d , 

21 
L e w i s C h e s t e r , G o d f r e y H o d g s o n a n d B r u c e P a g e , A n 

A m e r i c a n M e l o d r a m a : T h e P r e s i d e n t i a l C a m p a i g n of 1968 (New Y o r k , 
wmr~~p7 32. ~ ~ ~~ 
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c o n s i d e r i n g i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s , the w o n d e r i s t ha t up to now i t 

h a s b e e n so p e a c e f u l . 

N e g r o i m p a t i e n c e l ed to the nonv io l en t and v io len t r e b e l l i o n s of 

t he m i d d l e 1960 !s . In 1963 m a n y c i v i l r i g h t s w o r k e r s s t a r t e d l o s i n g 

f a i t h in the g o v e r n m e n t and e s p e c i a l l y the m a j o r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , 

J o h n L e w i s , in h i s a r t i c l e , " M a r c h on W a s h i n g t o n , n s t a t e s : n W e 

c a n n o t d e p e n d on any p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , f o r both the D e m o c r a t s and the 

R e p u b l i c a n s have b e t r a y e d the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of the D e c l a r a t i o n of 

I n d e p e n d e n c e , 

At the s a m e t i m e N e g r o m i l i t a n t s c o m p l a i n e d of a c o n t r a d i c t i o n 

b e t w e e n the l a c k of ac t i on a t home and A m e r i c a n c o m m i t m e n t s o v e r -

s e a s . T h i s w a s po in t ed out by Sa l ly B e l f r a g e in h e r a r t i c l e , " F r e e d o m 

S u m m e r . " "How is it tha t the g o v e r n m e n t c a n p r o t e c t the V i e t n a m e s e 

f r o m t h e Vie t Cong and t h e s a m e g o v e r n m e n t w i l l not a c c e p t t h e m o r a l 
24 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of p r o t e c t i n g peop l e in M i s s i s s i p p i ? " 

In m i d - 1 9 6 6 S toke ly C a r m i c h a e l , of the S tuden t Nonv io len t 

C o o r d i n a t i n g C o m m i t t e e (SNCC), b r o u g h t to t h e pub l i c eye the s l o g a n 

" B l a c k P o w e r . " It w a s soon ev iden t tha t a s h i f t of m a j o r i m p o r t a n c e 

w a s t ak ing p l a c e b e t w e e n the nonv io l en t and v io l en t b l a c k s . S i n c e t h e 

c i v i l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t w a s o r g a n i z e d on the a s s u m p t i o n s of A m e r i c a n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s and g o v e r n m e n t r e s p o n s i v e n e s s , b l a c k m i l i t a n t s b e g a n to 

v iew t h e s e a s s u m p t i o n s m o r e c r i t i c a l l y . Soon the m o v e m e n t l ooked a t 
22 

Sko ln ick , p. x i . * 

23 
J o h n L e w i s , " M a r c h on W a s h i n g t o n , " B l a c k P r o t e s t : H i s t o r y , 

D o c u m e n t s , and A n a l y s i s , 1619 to the P r e s e n t , e d i t e d by J o a n n e G r a n t 
(New Y o r k , 1968), p. 376. 

24 
Sa l ly B e l f r a g e , " F r e e d o m S u m m e r , " B l a c k P r o t e s t , ed i t ed 

by G r a n t , p. 399. 
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r a c i s m in t h e N o r t h e r n u r b a n g h e t t o e s . T h e v o i c e s of t he c i v i l r i g h t s 

a c t i v i s t s m e t and m e r g e d w i t h t h o s e of t h e b l a c k N o r t h e r n , u r b a n l o w e r -

c l a s s , a n d s o o n a b l a c k m i l i t a n t s t r u g g l e w a s a c t i v a t e d . 

A l t h o u g h r i o t s h a d o c c u r r e d a c r o s s A m e r i c a b e t w e e n 1963 a n d 

1966, t h e y d id n o t h a v e t he e f f e c t of t h o s e i n 1967. T h a t y e a r r e c o r d e d 

150 c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e s . T h e s e w e r e m o r e s p e c i f i c and p r e m e d i t a t e d and 

e m p l o y e d m o r e r e g u l a r i z e d u s e s of f o r c e . T h o s e i n v o l v e d f e l t N e g r o 

r i g h t s w e r e s t i l l b e i n g w i t h h e l d , a n d the w h i t e s o c i e t y c o u l d o n l y b e 

c h a n g e d w i t h v i o l e n c e . 

F o u r y e a r s a f t e r R a i n w a t e r ' s o p t i m i s t i c r e p o r t a s i m i l a r 

d o c u m e n t b o r e t h e p r o o f t h a t t h e G r e a t S o c i e t y p r o g r a m and t h e W a r 

on P o v e r t y w e r e c a u s i n g b i t t e r n e s s and f r u s t r a t i o n and a p p e a r e d t o 

h a v e a l l bu t c o l l a p s e d . R a c i a l A t t i t u d e s in F i f t e e n A m e r i c a n C i t i e s , b y 

A n g u s C a m p b e l l and H o w a r d S c h u m a n } f o u n d a n a t i o n s t i l l d i v i d e d a n d 

m o v i n g t o w a r d t w o s o c i e t i e s , o n e b l a c k a n d one w h i t e . In l o o k i n g a t 

t h e N e g r o p r o t e s t t h e r e p o r t f o u n d a l a r g e m i n o r i t y , o n e - t h i r d of t h e 

s a m p k j O r o v e r o n e m i l l i o n p e o p l e , d id n o t b e l i e v e , f r e a l p r o g r e s s 1 1 

h a d b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d f o r N e g r o e s ; a n d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s in e m p l o y -

m e n t a n d h o u s i n g w e r e s t i l l m a j o r p r o b l e m s . T h e r e p o r t a l s o d i s -

c u s s e s t h e m i l i t a n t m i n o r i t y . 

L a r g e l y c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n t h i s t h i r d i s a m u c h s m a l l e r 
g r o u p of i n d i v i d u a l s who s e e v i o l e n c e a s n e c e s s a r y to r i g h t 
i n j u s t i c e s t h e y b e l i e v e a r e t h e lo t of t h e N e g r o in A m e r i c a . 
T h i s g r o u p i s s m a l l bu t no t t r i v i a l i n n u m b e r s . M o r e i m p o r t a n t , 
t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s h a v e t h e s y m p a t h y a n d p e r h a p s t o s o m e 
e x t e n t t h e s u p p o r t of t h e l a r g e r m i n o r i t y . . . . T h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t f a c t a b o u t t h o s e i n c l i n e d t o w a r d v i o l e n c e i s t h a t t h e y 
a r e no t a n i s o l a t e d b a n d of d e v i a n t s c o n d e m n e d by a l m o s t a l l 
o t h e r N e g r o e s , bu t a r e l i n k e d t o a m u c h l a r g e r g r o u p by a 
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c o m m o n d e f i n i t i o n of the p r o b l e m s tha t b e s e t t h e N e g r o in 
A m e r i c a . 

S u r v e y m a t e r i a l f r o m W a t t s , N e w a r k , and D e t r o i t s u g g e s t e d 

i n c r e a s i n g s u p p o r t and s y m p a t h y f o r r i o t s in b l a c k c o m m u n i t i e s . O v e r 

half the p e o p l e i n t e r v i e w e d in Los A n g e l e s f e l t the r i o t in W a t t s w a s a 

2 6 

p u r p o s e f u l even t wi th a p o s i t i v e e f f e c t on t h e i r l i v e s . T h e y f e l t t h e 

v io len t a c t i o n o f f e r e d t h e only p r a c t i c a l and f e a s i b l e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 

o v e r c o m i n g t h e i n e q u i t i e s of a long h i s t o r y of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

The r e a c t i o n s to m a s s v i o l e n c e b e t w e e n t h e b l a c k and wh i t e 

p o p u l a t i o n w a s qu i t e d i f f e r e n t . T h e Ga l lup p o l l in A u g u s t 1967, found 

t h a t n a t i o n a l l y a l m o s t a t h i r d of a l l whi te p e r s o n s f e l t l o w e r r e g a r d f o r 
27 

N e g r o e s b e c a u s e of the r i o t s . F e w r e g a r d e d the v i o l e n c e a s j u s t i -

f i a b l e , and t h e y saw it a s an e n d l e s s e x p e d i t i o n r a t h e r t h a n a p r o t e s t . 

T h i s i s p o s s i b l y t r u e , fo r the e v e n t s of 1968 s u g g e s t tha t v io len t r a c i a l 

i n c i d e n t s have b e c o m e , at l e a s t t e m p o r a r i l y , p a r t of t h e r o u t i n e c o u r s e 

of e v e n t s i n s t e a d of s p o r a d i c c a l a m i t i e s . 

E a r l y 1968 c o n t a i n e d a r i s i n g i n c i d e n c e of d i s o r d e r s , but the 

a f t e r m a t h fo l lowing M a r t i n L u t h e r King J r . ' s a s s a s s i n a t i o n w a s 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d . S e v e r a l f a c t s a r e s i g n i f i c a n t : (1) Apr i l } 1968, c o m -

p a r e d wi th a l l of 1967, had n e a r l y a s m a n y d i s o r d e r s , and m o r e c i t i e s 

and s t a t e s w e r e invo lved . (2) M o r e a r r e s t s and i n j u r i e s w e r e 
25 

A n g u s C a m p b e l l and H o w a r d S c h u m a n , " R a c i a l A t t i t u d e s in 
F i f t e e n A m e r i c a n C i t i e s , " S u p p l e m e n t a l S t u d i e s f o r t h e N a t i o n a l 
A d v i s o r y C o m m i s s i o n on C i v i l D i s o r d e r s ( W a s h i n g t o n ^ 1968), p. 62. 

26 
T. M. T o m l i s o n and David O. S e a r s , L o s A n g e l e s Rio t S tudy: 

N e g r o A t t i t u d e s T o w a r d the Riot , I n s t i t u t e of G o v e r n m e n t and P u b l i c 
A f f a i r s , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a (Los A n g e l e s , 1967), p. 33. 

27 
Sko ln ick , p. 185. 
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r e c o r d e d in A p r i l 1968 t h a n in a l l of 1967 and a l m o s t a s m u c h p r o p e r t y 

d a m a g e . T h e r e w e r e a l s o m o r e N a t i o n a l G u a r d (34, 900 to 27, 700) 

and f e d e r a l t r o o p s (23, 700 to 4, 800) m o b i l i z e d in t h a t m o n t h t h a n in a l l 

of 1967. 2 8 

As t h e e l e c t i o n g r e w n e a r it w a s e v i d e n t to t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a c e 

t ha t v i o l e n c e w a s i n c r e a s i n g . G e n e r a l l y , i t b e g a n e a r l i e r i n 1968 and 

c o n t i n u e d l o n g e r t han in p r e v i o u s y e a r s , and not a l l of t he i n c r e a s e in 

t h e s p r i n g of 1968 cou ld be a t t r i b u t e d to D r . K i n g ' s a s s a s s i n a t i o n . T h i s 

w a s u n d e n i a b l y a t i m e of c r i s i s , t r a g e d y , and i m p e n d i n g c h a o s . T h e 

pub l i c on both t h e l e f t and r i g h t of t h e p o l i t i c a l s p e c t r u m w a s a l i e n -

a t e d f r o m t h e c e n t e r , wh i l e the " m o d e r a t e s , 1 ' o r m i d d l e m a j o r i t y , w e r e 

r i d d l e d by a p p r e h e n s i o n and t o r m e n t e d by c o n s c i e n c e . The d o m i n a n t 

c o n c e r n s e e m e d to be the f o r e b o d i n g t h r e a t of s o m e c h a n g e s in s o c i e t y 

w h i c h e n c o m p a s s e d the V i e t n a m w a r and r a c i a l u p r i s i n g s . E a c h 

c a n d i d a t e p r o m i s e d l e a d e r s h i p t ha t would c o n t r o l a n d m o n i t o r the 

29 
s o c i a l c h a n g e s tha t w e r e f o r t h c o m i n g . 

T h e p o l l s t e r L o u i s H a r r i s , in m i d - J u l y 1968, r e v i e w e d the 

p o l i t i c a l s c e n e and c o n c l u d e d , , !A c e n t r a l f a c t of the l a t e 1960 fs in 

A m e r i c a i s t h a t t h e old e c o n o m i c d i v i s i o n s wh ich w e r e the k e y s to 
30 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g p o l i t i c a l b e h a v i o r no l o n g e r app ly . 11 He f o r e s a w t h e 

new d i v i s i o n s b a s e d on r e a c t i o n s t o t h r e e v i t a l i s s u e s : (1) w h a t r o l e , 

28 
L e m b e r g C e n t e r f o r the Study of V i o l e n c e , Rio t D a t a R e v i e w , 

No. 2 ( W a l t h a m , M a s s a c h u s e t t e s , 1968), pp. 5 9 - 6 0 . 
29 

J a m e s H. M c B a t h and W a l t e r R. F i s h e r , " P e r s u a s i o n in 
P r e s i d e n t i a l C a m p a i g n C o m m u n i c a t i o n , 11 The Q u a r t e r l y J o u r n a l of 
S p e e c h , LX ( F e b r u a r y , 1969), 19. 

30 
L o u i s H a r r i s , " T h e C o m i n g P o l i t i c a l L ineup , " Los A n g e l e s 

T i m e s ( Ju ly 18, 1968), P a r t II, p. 16. 
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e s p e c i a l l y m i l i t a r i l y , should A m e r i c a t a k e in the w o r l d ? (2) by wha t 

m e a n s shou ld m i n o r i t y m e m b e r s be a c c o r d e d e q u a l r i g h t s wi th w h i t e s ? 

and (3) how shou ld i nd iv idua l and g r o u p p r o t e s t o r s be h a n d l e d ? 

H a r r i s a l s o found t h a t two p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s , a c h a n g e c o a l i t i o n and a 

n o - c h a n g e coa l i t i on , w e r e deve lop ing in r e s p o n s e to t h e i s s u e s . T h e 

c h a n g e c o a l i t i o n w a s c o m p o s e d of n N e g r o e s , S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g and 

J e w i s h p e o p l e , t h e young, the a f f l uen t , and t h e e d u c a t e d . n The no -

c h a n g e c o a l i t i o n c o n t a i n e d the n d e e p South w h i t e s , l o w - i n c o m e w h i t e s 

in N o r t h e r n i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r s , c o n s e r v a t i v e s u b u r b a n i t e s , and o l d e r 

p e o p l e . 11 He c o n c l u d e d t ha t e i t h e r g r o u p cou ld be a d e c i s i v e f a c t o r in 

the 1968 o r f u t u r e e l e c t i o n s . 

Al though the V i e t n a m w a r and c i v i l d i s o r d e r s w e r e p r i m e i s s u e s 

t ha t d i s t o r t e d the p u b l i c ' s i m a g e of t h e i r w o r l d , t h e o v e r - r i d i n g q u e s t i o n 

in the m i n d s of the A m e r i c a n v o t e r s w a s , In l ight of t h e i s s u e s , w h a t 

c a n d i d a t e c a n b e s t c o n t r o l the c h a n g e s t h a t t h r e a t e n s o c i e t y ? The 

r h e t o r i c of a l l t h r e e m a j o r c a n d i d a t e s w a s c h a r g e d wi th an e f f o r t to 

r e s o l v e p r e s s i n g s o c i a l u p h e a v a l s v i a d i s g u i s e d p e r s u a s i o n . T h e 

t a s k of e a c h w a s to m o l d an " image 1 1 of h i m s e l f a s the m a n m o s t 

c a p a b l e of a d m i n i s t e r i n g the p o l i c i e s n e c e s s a r y to c o p e wi th the p r o b l e m s 

of a chang ing s o c i e t y . 

B i o g r a p h i c a l Ske t ch of G e o r g e W a l l a c e 

A t t i t u d e s and p o l i t i c a l d r e a m s a r e f o r m u l a t e d , n u t u r e d , and 

b r o u g h t to f r u i t i o n a s p r o d u c t s of e a r l i e r o b s e r v a t i o n s and e x p e r i e n c e s . 

S i n c e t h i s is a c a s e s tudy of the "pub l i c image 1 1 of G e o r g e W a l l a c e , 

t h o s e e v e n t s wh ich c o n t r i b u t e d to who he w a s and wha t he w a s in t he 

1968 P r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n wi l l be e m p h a s i z e d . 
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E a r l y L i f e a n d E d u c a t i o n 

G e o r g e C o r l e y W a l l a c e , t h e e l d e s t of G e o r g e C . W a l l a c e , S r . , 

and M a z e l l e S m i t h W a l l a c e ' s f o u r c h i l d r e n , w a s b o r n in C l i o , A l a b a m a , 

on A u g u s t 25, 1919. He had t h e c l a s s i c c h i l d h o o d of a S o u t h e r n b a c k -

c o u n t r y boy . H i s f a t h e r w a s c h r o n i c a l l y i l l , w i t h on ly one lung, but h a d 

t h e s p i r i t t o c o n s t a n t l y f igh t , p o l i t i c , and r a i s e h e l l . H i s m o t h e r , w h o 

m a n a g e d t h e e n t i r e f a m i l y , w a s f e r v e n t l y r e l i g i o u s and a m b i t i o u s in 

31 

r e g a r d to h e r c h i l d r e n . She w a s a s t e r n a u t h o r i t a r i a n . 

T h e f i r s t t w e l v e y e a r s of W a l l a c e ' s l i f e w e r e s p e n t in a " r u n -

d o w n " h o u s e w i t h " i n a d e q u a t e san i t a i ry f a c i l i t i e s " a n d w i t h o u t e l e c t r i c i t y . 

In 1931, w i t h $5, 000 l e f t by a " r i c h u n c l e , " t he f a m i l y m o v e d in to a 

n e w b r i c k h o u s e w i t h i n d o o r p l u m b i n g a n d e l e c t r i c i t y . Wi th t h e d e a t h 

of t h e f a t h e r in 1937, m o r t g a g e h o l d e r s f o r e c l o s e d on a l l t h e f a m i l y 

p r o p e r t y e x c e p t t h e h o u s e . T h e m o t h e r w e n t t o w o r k in o r d e r t o s u p p o r t 

h e r f o u r c h i l d r e n . 

In h i g h s c h o o l W a l l a c e w a s p r e s i d e n t of h i s s e n i o r c l a s s , a 

d e b a t o r , a n d q u a r t e r b a c k of t h e f o o t b a l l t e a m . He w o n the S t a t e G o l d e n 

G l o v e s , a b a n t a m - w e i g h t box ing c h a m p i o n s h i p , t w o y e a r s in a r o w , and 

e a r n e d a " f i g h t e r " r e p u t a t i o n w h i c h wou ld fo l low h i m t h r o u g h o u t h i s 

l i f e . 3 2 

He e n t e r e d the U n i v e r s i t y of A l a b a m a s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s f a t h e r ' s 

death and w o r k e d his way through c o l l e g e and law s c h o o l by wa i t ing on 

31 
"A new look at W a l l a c e - - W h a t He m a y do to the E l e c t i o n , " 

U . S . N e w s , LXV (January 29, 1968), 5 6 - 5 7 . 
32 

"The l i f e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e , " U . S . N e w s , JLXV (October 28, 
1968), 4 5 - 4 7 . 
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t a b l e s , c l e r k i n g in t h e r e g i s t r a r 1 s o f f i c e , and d r i v i n g a t a x i . H e 

r e c e i v e d a n LL„ B d e g r e e in 1942 and w a s a m e m b e r of t h e l a w s c h o o l 1 s 

h o n o r c o u r t . W i t h a l a w s c h o o l d i p l o m a bu t n o " c o n n e c t i o n s " w i t h 

w h i c h he c o u l d p r a c t i c e in a l a w f i r m , h e w e n t t o w o r k d r i v i n g a d u m p 

33 
t r u c k f o r t h e S t a t e H i g h w a y D e p a r t m e n t in T u s c a l o o s a . 

T h e W a r Y e a r s 

W a l l a c e m e t a n d m a r r i e d L u r l e e n B u r n s , a d i m e s t o r e c l e r k ^ i n 

1943, a n d j s o o n a f t e r , v o l u n t e e r e d f o r p i l o t t r a i n i n g w i t h t h e A r m y A i r 

C o r p s . B e f o r e c o m p l e t i n g t r a i n i n g h e w a s s t r u c k w i t h s p i n a l m e n i g i t i s 

a n d l a y e d in a c o m a , c l o s e t o d e a t h , f o r n e a r l y a w e e k . He s u r v i v e d 

t h a t b a t t l e b u t s u s t a i n e d a s l i g h t h e a r i n g impa i rmen t . W i t h p i l o t p l a n s 

a b a n d o n e d he e n t e r e d f l i g h t e n g i n e e r ' s s c h o o l . D u r i n g t h e w a r , he w a s 

a s s i g n e d t o t h e B - 2 9 b o m b e r f l i g h t c r e w w i t h t h e 20 th A i r F o r c e G r o u p 

t h a t c o n d u c t e d b o m b i n g m i s s i o n s on t h e J a p a n e s e c o a s t l a n d . R e t u r n i n g 

h o m e a f t e r t h e war , he w a s d i s c h a r g e d a s a f l i g h t s e r g e a n t a n d w o n t h e 

A i r M e d a l and a B r o n z e S t a r f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e a i r o f f e n s i v e a g a i n s t 

J a p a n . D i s a b i l i t y p a y m e n t s w h i c h he r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e V e t e r a n s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r a " p s y c h o n e u r o s i s cond i t i on 1 1 l a t e r p r o v e d t o b e a 

p o l i t i c a l q u e s t i o n w h i c h h i s o p p o n e n t s o f t e n r a i s e d . 

E n t r y In to P o l i t i c s 

A f t e r h i s d i s c h a r g e W a l l a c e r e t u r n e d t o A l a b a m a and a c c e p t e d 

a p p o i n t m e n t a s t he s t a t e 1 s a s s i s t a n t a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l . E a g e r t o l a u n c h 

h i s own p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r , he r e t u r n e d to h i s h o m e t o w n and w a s e l e c t e d 

t o t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e in 1946. At t w e n t y - s e v e n y e a r s of a g e he 

^ I b i d . , p. 45 . 
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d e f e a t e d two opponen t s and soon opened a law o f f i c e in C l a y t o n , A l a b a m a , 

w h i c h he and his b r o t h e r o p e r a t e d b e t w e e n l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n s . 

A s a young l e g i s l a t o r W a l l a c e i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f w i t h J i m 

F o l s o m , the d o m i n a n t p e r s o n a l i t y in A l a b a m a p o l i t i c s . F o l s o m w a s 

a w a r m but b o i s t e r o u s g o v e r n o r of A l a b a m a in t h e l a t e 1940 's and 

b e t w e e n 1955 and 1959. He t r i e d wi thout s u c c e s s to b e f r i e n d N e g r o e s 

and p o o r w h i t e s a l ike by p r o p o s i n g s u c h m e a s u r e s a s the p o l l t a x 

r e p e a l . W a l l a c e p u r s u e d a n u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d c a r e e r a s a s t a t e l e g i s -

l a t o r and county judge , and f o r a t i m e w o r e F o l s o m ' s c o l o r s of a 

r a c i a l l i b e r a l . A f t e r winn ing e l e c t i o n a s a s t a t e c i r c u i t j u d g e he b r o k e 

h i s t i e s wi th F o l s o m , who at t h i s t i m e had r u i n e d h i s h e a l t h and c a r e e r 

by h e a v y d r i n k i n g . ^ 

In 1958 wi th s c h o o l d e s e g r e g a t i o n a s the d o m i n a n t i s s u e in 

A l a b a m a p o l i t i c s , W a l l a c e r a n u n s u c c e s s f u l l y f o r g o v e r n o r . D e s c r i b e d 

by n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t e r s a s the m o r e " m o d e r a t e " of the two c a n d i d a t e s , 

he w a s e n d o r s e d by the N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e A d v a n c e m e n t of 

C o l o r e d P e o p l e and the A l a b a m a J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . He a l s o r e c e i v e d 

a " f a v o r a b l e " r a t i n g f r o m t h e A F L - C I O A l a b a m a L a b o r C o u n c i l . His 

"b ig h u r t " r e s u l t e d f r o m d e n o u n c i n g the Ku Klux Klan , which s u p p o r t e d 

the w i n n e r of the e l e c t i o n , J o h n P a t t e r s o n . A l though W a l l a c e l a t e r 

d e n i e d it fo l lowing h i s d e f e a t , he i s r e p o r t e d to have c o m m e n t e d , 

" J o h n P a t t e r s o n o u t - n i g g e r e d m e . And boys , I a i n ' t going to be ou t -

35 
n i g g e r e d aga in . " In h is nex t a t t e m p t he won. 

34 
L u t h e r J . C a r t e r , " G e o r g e C. W a l l a c e : H e ' s no t j u s t 

w h i s t l i n g Dix ie , " S c i e n c e , C L X I I ( O c t o b e r 25, 1968), 437. 
35 

D a n i e l J . B o o r s t i n , A m e r i c a n and the I m a g e of E u r o p e 
(New Y o r k , I960), p . 267. 
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Wal lace had his f i r s t " f l a r e up , ! with f e d e r a l a u t h o r i t i e s in 1958 

and e a r l y 195% as C i r c u i t Judge . This ep isode i l l u s t r a t e s perfect ly; 

the s t r a t e g y used in building his s u c c e s s f u l c a r e e r : " the s t r a t e g y of 

36 

cha l lenge , s u r r e n d e r , and b lu s t e r - - a lways used in that o r d e r . 11 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the U.S . Civ i l Rights C o m m i s s i o n , in o r d e r 

to inves t iga te c h a r g e s of vo te r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , a sked to see A l a b a m a 

vote r r e c o r d s in Wal lace 1 s d i s t r i c t . He quickly impounded the r e c o r d s 

and r e l e a s e d them to a county g rand j u r y . When o r d e r e d by U. S. 

D i s t r i c t Judge F r a n k Johnson to s u r r e n d e r the r e c o r d s o r go to j a i l 

fo r con tempt , he s u r r e n d e r e d . Y e a r s l a t e r he denied this and s ta ted , 

" T h e s e c h a r a c t e r s f r o m the evi l Civ i l Rights C o m m i s s i o n and J u s t i c e 

D e p a r t m e n t w e r e backed to the w a l l - - t h e y w e r e def ied and backed down, 

. . . th i s 1959 a t t empt to have a S h e r m a n ' s m a r c h to the s ea had been 
37 

s topped in the c r a d l e of the C o n f e d e r a c y . n This episode, in the next 

c a m p a i g n , b e c a m e the c e n t r a l t h e m e of h is r h e t o r i c . He s ta ted : MI 

ca l led Judge Johnson publ ic ly in 200 s p e e c h e s on the s tump and on 
3 8 

TV a in tegra t ing , sca l lawagging , ca rpe tbagg ing l i a r . M Th is was 

Wal lace 1 s f i r s t s t ep along the t r a i l of v i c to r ious d e f e a t s . As R o b e r t 

S h e r r i l l pointed out in his book, Gothic P o l i t i c s in the Deep South, 

. . it was f r o m th i s e m b a r r a s s i n g e x p e r i e n c e that Wal lace de-

ve loped his a l m o s t psychot ic d i s l ike fo r f e d e r a l judges ; insul t ing 

Johnson spec i f i ca l ly and al l f e d e r a l judges in g e n e r a l has b e c o m e a 
39 

s tock m a n e u v e r . ,! 

36 
Robe r t S h e r r i l l , Gothic P o l i t i c s in the Deep South (New York, 

1968), p. 327. ' 
3 7 I b i d . , p. 327. 3 8 I b i d . , p. 328. 3 9 I b i d . 
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G o v e r n o r of A l a b a m a 

In 1962, with the s logan, "Stand up f o r A l a b a m a , n W a l l a c e 

b r e e z e d t h r o u g h to a v i c t o r y wi th the l a r g e s t vote e v e r given a c a n d i d a t e 

f o r g o v e r n o r in tha t s t a t e . He campaiigned on a m i l i t a n t l y s e g r e g a t i o n -

i s t p l a t f o r m and p r o m i s e d tha t if n e c e s s a r y to p r e v e n t i n t e g r a t i o n , he 

would s tand in the n s c h o o l - h o u s e doo r . n He w a s r e p o r t e d l y backed by 

the Ku Klux Klan. 

Fol lowing his v i c to ry , in which the c o u r s e he would fol low in the 

n e a r and d i s t a n t f u t u r e w a s dec ided , he told a g a t h e r i n g of s t a t e s e n a t o r s 

b e f o r e h is i naugu ra t i on , " I ' m going to m a k e r a c e the b a s i s of p o l i t i c s 

in t h i s s t a t e , and I ' m going to m a k e it the b a s i s of p o l i t i c s in t h i s 

40 

c o u n t r y . u If anyone doubted his i n t en t ions , the i n a u g u r a l a d d r e s s 

s t i l l ed t h e m f o r e v e r . The c l o s i n g l ines of his f a m o u s i n a u g u r a l s p e e c h 

were to be r e p e a t e d ove r and o v e r aga in . n I n the n a m e of the g r e a t e s t 

peop le tha t have e v e r t r o d th i s e a r t h , I d r a w the l ine in the dus t and 

t o s s the gaunt le t b e f o r e t he f e e t of t y r a n n y . And I say , S e g r e g a t i o n 
41 

now,' S e g r e g a t i o n t o m o r r o w ! S e g r e g a t i o n forever . 1 M H i s c h a n c e had 

f ina l ly a r r i v e d to b e c o m e G o v e r n o r , and th i s p o s i t i o n was a s t epp ing 

s tone in b e c o m i n g a m a j o r s p o k e s m a n on s t a t e s r i g h t s , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

g o v e r n m e n t , f r e e e n t e r p r i s e , and ind iv idua l p r o p e r t y r i g h t s fo r t he 

South and l a t e r the na t ion . 

P o l i t i c s in the south has a lways b e e n an i n t e r e s t i n g ac t iv i ty to 

o b s e r v e . Many of the p o l i t i c i a n s w e r e c e r t i f i a b l e p o p u l i s t s , and o t h e r s 
40 

M i c h a e l D e F o r r e s t , e d i t o r , G e o r g e W a l l a c e a R e b e l and-
His C a u s e (New York , 1968), p. 12. 

41 
C h e s t e r , Hodgson and P a g e , p. 267. 
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f l a m b o y a n t l y a n t i - c o m m u n i s t s ; s o m e w e r e m o r e c o l o r f u l l y a n t i -

f e d e r a l i s t i c , and m a n y have b e e n s t r i k i n g l y a n t i - i n t e g r a t i o n a l i s t i c . 

T h e f a m e t h a t r e s t e d on the s h o u l d e r s of G e o r g e W a l l a c e a s the 

s t a n d a r d - b e a r e r of s e g r e g a t i o n c a m e f r o m h i s a s s u m e d s u c c e s s . 

F r o m 1962 to 1966 he w a s a p o w e r f u l l i b e r a l g o v e r n o r and 

c o n t i n u e d the l i b e r a l - p o p u l i s t p o l i c i e s of the F o l s o m y e a r s . He t a x e d 

and spen t m o n e y at an a s t o n i s h i n g r a t e , s h o c k i n g m a n y of h i s c o n s e r v a -

t i v e a d m i r e r s in o t h e r s t a t e s . The s t a t e ' s m i s e r a b l y low a p p r o p r i a -

t i o n s f o r e d u c a t i o n w e r e doub led with the l a u n c h i n g of a $ 1 0 0 - m i l l i o n 

s c h o o l c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o g r a m to bu i ld f i f t e e n j u n i o r c o l l e g e s and 

n u m e r o u s t r a d e s c h o o l s a l l o v e r t h e s t a t e . T e a c h e r s ' p a y w a s i n c r e a s e d 

by 47 p e r c en t , and t h e f r e e t ex tbook p r o g r a m w a s e x p a n d e d . S t u d e n t s 

w e r e g iven a c c e s s to the s c h o o l s y s t e m t h r o u g h o u t the s t a t e by a 

s y s t e m of f r e e bus t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . He i n i t i a t e d the l a r g e s t m a s s i v e 

r o a d bu i ld ing p r o g r a m in the s t a t e ' s h i s t o r y and b e g a n an e n l i g h t e n e d 

p r o j e c t to c l e a n up the s t a t e w a t e r w a y s . U n e m p l o y m e n t c o m p e n s a t i o n • 

w a s r a i s e d and t h e h o u r l y w a g e of a l l s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y e e s 
^ 4 2 

i n c r e a s e d . 

Many c a l l e d W a l l a c e a p o p u l i s t , b e c a u s e of h i s b ig s p e n d i n g 

p r o g r a m s . Bu t a s S h e r r i l l s t a t e d : 

In the l a s t a n a l y s i s one m u s t j udge the d e g r e e of 
p o p u l i s m beh ind a w e l f a r e o r a p u b l i c - w o r k s p r o g r a m a c c o r d i n g 
to who p a y s f o r i t . In A l a b a m a it i s t he c o n s u m e r who p a y s . 
. . . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , he kep t t a x e s off b ig b u s i n e s s and i n d u s t r y , 
ye t t h e m o n e y l e a d e r s f e a r and d i s t r u s t h i m ; he p i l ed new 
t a x e s and deb t on t h e p e o p l e , and t h e y love h i m . 43 

42 
C a r t e r , " G e o r g e C . W a l l a c e , " p. 437; D e F o r r e s t , p . 13; 

O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s, O c t o b e r 29, 1968, p. 24. 

4 3 S h e r r i l l , pp. 3 3 9 - 3 4 0 . 
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He r a i s e d t h e r e v e n u e fo r h i s s o c i a l p r o g r a m s by i n c r e a s i n g 

s a l e s t a x e s on e s s e n t i a l s l i ke food and g a s o l i n e , wh ich e v e n t u a l l y h u r t 

the p o o r p e o p l e . T h e s t a t e ? s r e t u r n f r o m t a x e s and o t h e r r e c e i p t s 

i n c r e a s e d f r o m $673 m i l l i o n in F - Y 1962 to $1, 7 b i l l i on in f i s c a l 

1967, but even wi th t h i s i n c r e a s e m a n y of W a l l a c e ! s c r i t i c s in t h e s t a t e 

e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m f e l t he f a i l e d to p r e s s fo r n e c e s s a r y and a d e q u a t e 

r e v e n u e m e a s u r e s and l e f t A l a b a m a 1 s e n t i r e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m 

44 
s e r i o u s l y u n d e r f i n a n c e d , L u t h e r J , C a r t e r p o i n t s t h i s out in 

S c i e n c e , O c t o b e r 25, 1968: 

The publ ic s c h o o l s s u f f e r f r o m g r o s s d i s p a r i t i e s and u n d e r -
e v a l u a t i o n in t h e a s s e s s m e n t s on w h i c h l o c a l p r o p e r t y t a x e s 
a r e b a s e d . A l a b a m a s c h o o l p e o p l e have long c a l l e d f o r l e a d e r -
sh ip by the g o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e and the l e g i s l a t u r e to c o r r e c t the 
s i t ua t i on , but W a l l a c e n e v e r c h o s e r e a l l y to c o m e to g r i p s wi th 
t h i s p r o p e r t y t a x i s s u e o r wi th o t h e r c o n t r o v e r s i a l t a x p r o b l e m s . ^ 

On the q u e s t i o n of c i v i l r i g h t s W a l l a c e sp l i t wi th t h e l i b e r a l s in 

19 62. His a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l , R i c h m o n d F l o w e r s , u r g e d h i m t o c o n d e m n 

Klan b o m b i n g s and s h o o t i n g s and not to c o n f u s e the q u e s t i o n of v i o l e n c e 

wi th the q u e s t i o n of s e g r e g a t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n . F l o w e r s l a t e r t o ld an 

i n t e r v i e w e r : 

W a l l a c e r e f u s e d to c o m e out fo r law and o r d e r in h i s i n a u g u r a l 
addres s , , He s a i d t h a t w a s i n t e g r a t i o n i s t t a l k and he would not 
u s e s u c h w o r d s . When I w a r n e d h im t h a t h e ' d have f e d e r a l 
t r o o p s in A l a b a m a if he r e s i s t e d t h e d e s e g r e g a t i o n o r d e r s of 
t he c o u r t s , he s a id , " T h a t ' s e x a c t l y wha t I wan t t h e m to do. " 4 6 

W a l l a c e c a m p a i g n e d in 1962 and p r o m i s e d to r e f u s e any i l l e g a l 

f e d e r a l c o u r t o r d e r by s t and ing in t h e " schoo l -house door ! ' It had b e e n 

44 
O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 29, 1968, p . 24. 

45 
C a r t e r , , f G e o r g e C. W a l l a c e , u p. 437. 

4 6 
O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 29, 1968, p. 24. 
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s t a n d a r d p o l i t i c a l p o l i c y in the South f o r c a n d i d a t e s to s w e a r t h e y would 

go to j a i l b e f o r e s u r r e n d e r i n g to W a s h i n g t o n . W a l l a c e ! s p r o m i s e w a s 

d i f f e r e n t , but it caugh t the p u b l i c ! s a t t e n t i o n and i m a g i n a t i o n w h e n he 

w a s t r u e to h i s w o r d . T h e even t took p l a c e in 1963 a t the U n i v e r s i t y of 

A l a b a m a in T u s c a l o o s a . He b a r r e d t he e n t r a n c e t e m p o r a r i l y , but 

f i na l l y s t e p p e d a s i d e in o b e d i e n c e to a f e d e r a l c o u r t o r d e r . H i s 

n a t i o n a l i m a g e g r e w , f o r d u r i n g the s a m e y e a r P r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y on 

t h r e e o c c a s i o n s e i t h e r i s s u e d o r d e r s t h a t f e d e r a l i z e d the A l a b a m a 

N a t i o n a l G u a r d o r t h r e a t e n e d to send U. S. A r m y t r o o p s to hand le t h e 

s t a t e ' s r a c i a l t r o u b l e s . In 1965 P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n m o b i l i z e d t h e 

N a t i o n a l G u a r d to p r o t e c t d e m o n s t r a t o r s who w e r e m a r c h i n g f r o m 

S e l m a t o M o n t g o m e r y in p r o t e s t of a l l e g e d v o t i n g - r i g h t s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . ^ 

A f t e r W a l l a c e ' s i n c i d e n t at t h e U n i v e r s i t y , he b e g a n r e c e i v i n g 

s p e a k i n g i n v i t a t i o n s a c r o s s the c o u n t r y . One such i n v i t a t i o n c h a n g e d 

t h e c o u r s e of h is d r e a m and h i s l i f e . At the U n i v e r s i t y of W i s c o n s i n 

in t h e 1963-1964 w i n t e ^ l a t e in the a f t e r n o o n , a m a n c a l l e d W a l l a c e ' s 

s u i t e a t the h o t e l wi th a f a n t a s t i c s c h e m e for r u n n i n g in t he W i s c o n s i n 

p r i m a r y . He not on ly r a n in W i s c o n s i n , w h e r e he r e c e i v e d 34 p e r c e n t 

of t he vo te , but he a l s o r a n in Ind iana^pul l ing 38 p e r c e n t ? w i t h 43 p e r 

48 

c e n t in M a r y l a n d . He l a u n c h e d h i s s h o r t D e m o c r a t i c P r e s i d e n t i a l 

c a m p a i g n of 1964 d u r i n g the d e b a t e in C o n g r e s s on t h e 1964 C i v i l 

R i g h t s A c t . He c l a i m e d t h e pend ing b i l l would n d e s t r o y t h e s y s t e m of 

g o v e r n m e n t in t h i s c o u n t r y , n and he c a l l e d it l ! the f o r e r u n n e r of l a n d 

47 
" T h e L i f e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e , n U.S. N e w s , p. 46 . 

48 
C h e s t e r , Hodgson and P a g e , p. 271. 



30 

49 

r e f o r m in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 11 F o u r d a y s a f t e r S e n a t o r B a r r y 

G o l d w a t e r c a p t u r e d t h e R e p u b l i c a n n o m i n a t i o n , W a l l a c e w i t h d r e w f r o m 

t h e r a c e . H i s m a i n r e a s o n s w e r e l a c k of c a m p a i g n f u n d s and d i f f i c u l -

t i e s w i th T t u n p l e d g e d n p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t o r s in A l a b a m a . T h e 1964 

p r i m a r i e s e s t a b l i s h e d h i s p o s i t i o n a s the " S o u t h e r n l e a d e r " and g a v e 

b i r t h to an e v e n g r e a t e r i d e a , t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n of 1968. 

R e a l i z i n g he m u s t s e c u r e h i s h o m e b a s e , and k n o w i n g t h e 

n e c e s s a r y f i n a n c e s w o u l d c o m e f r o m A l a b a m a , he had to r e t a i n c o n t r o l 

of t h e s t a t e . Wi th h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d r a w i n g t o w a r d the end , h e 

f r a n t i c a l l y a p p e a l e d to t h e l e g i s l a t u r e to a m e n d t h e s t a t e c o n s t i t u t i o n 

so he c o u l d s u c c e e d h i m s e l f , r e a l i z i n g m a n y of t h e l e g i s l a t o r s h a d 

a l r e a d y c o m m i t t e d t h e m s e l v e s to p r o s p e c t i v e c a n d i d a t e s . He b e -

s e e c h e d , o r a t e d , and e v e n t h r e a t e n e d to h a l t a l l s t a t e f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t 

to t h e l e g i s l a t o r s ' c o u n t i e s . He u s e d a l l t h e p o l i t i c a l m u s c l e he h a d , 

a n d f i n a l l y t h e b i l l p a s s e d t h e House . 
W h e n a S e n a t e f i l i b u s t e r b l o c k e d p a s s a g e of t h e a m e n d -

m e n t , he s o u g h t t o a l t e r t h e r u l e s on t h e n u m b e r of v o t e s n e e d e d 
to end a f i l i b u s t e r ; he a p p e a l e d to t h e s t a t e s u p r e m e c o u r t t o 
end t h e f i l i b u s t e r by c o u r t o r d e r ; a n d f i n a l l y , he d e c i d e d t o e n t e r 
the c o u n t i e s of t h e r e c a l c i t r a n t s e n a t o r s t o t a k e t he i s s u e " t o 
t h e p e o p l e , 11 50 

He f a i l e d , and t h e S e n a t e d e f e a t e d t h e a m e n d m e n t by t h r e e v o t e s . 

In d e s p e r a t i o n he t u r n e d t o h i s w i f e , L u r l e e n , who a g r e e d to r u n 

a s an o b v i o u s f r o n t . L u r l e e n W a l l a c e won a r e s o u n d i n g v i c t o r y a t t h e 

p o l l s , but t h e s t r e n u o u s j o b of c a m p a i g n i n g , the b u r d e n of t h e o f f i c e , 

and h e r s p r e a d i n g d i s e a s e of c a n c e r a l l o w e d h e r t o s e r v e on ly o n e y e a r 

^ " T h e L i f e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e , " p. 47 . 

50 
D e F o r r e s t , p . 13. 
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in o f f i c e . She d ied on M a y 7, 1968. A l though h e r d e a t h l e s s e n e d h i s 

p o w e r of c o n t r o l , L u r l e e n f s s h o r t t e r m s e c u r e d W a l l a c e f i n a n c i a l l y . 

A l l S o u t h e r n g o v e r n o r s have n u m e r o u s w a y s to r a i s e m o n e y , 

and W a l l a c e w a s no e x c e p t i o n . By the m i d d l e of 1967 h e had o v e r one 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s in h i s c a m p a i g n fund3 ,with c o n t r i b u t i o n s c o m i n g f r o m 

A l a b a m a b u s i n e s s - m e n , a s p h a l t and h ighway c o n t r a c t i n g i n d u s t r i e s , 

and the s t a t e l i q u o r i n d u s t r y . 11 F o o t - l o o s e and f a n c y f r e e , n h i s w a r 

c h e s t s t u f f e d wi th m o n e y , G e o r g e W a l l a c e now w a s r e a d y to a d v a n c e 

h i s c a u s e to the n a t i o n . 



C H A P T E R II 

" T H E IMAGE, " A T H E O R E T I C A L V I E W P O I N T 

Hav ing v i e w e d the h i s t o r i c a l b a c k g r o u n d of t he 1968 e l e c t i o n s 

and G e o r g e W a l l a c e ' s p e r s o n a l l i f e , it i s now n e c e s s a r y to c o n s i d e r 

the n a t u r e and r o l e of n t h e image 1 1 and i t s t h e o r e t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n in 

o r d e r to u n d e r s t a n d how W a l l a c e ' s pub l i c i m a g e i n f l u e n c e d e l e c t i o n 

r e t u r n s . The i m a g e is not a new a s p e c t of e l e c t i o n s and c a m p a i g n s , 

but the s y s t e m a t i c a n a l y s i s and d e f i n i t i o n of i t a r e r a t h e r new in t he 

f i e l d of p o l i t i c a l s c i e n c e . 

The pub l i c i m a g e s of p o l i t i c a l c a n d i d a t e s have s e r v e d f o r d e c -

a d e s a s s i m p l e m o d e l s of r e a l i t y . T h e y have a b s t r a c t e d p o l i t i c a l 

c o m p l e x i t y and c o n f u s i o n of what the v o t e r s i n t e r p r e t a s h u m a n c h a r a c -

t e r , T h e " image 1 1 c a n t h r u s t p o l i t i c i a n s t o v i c t o r i o u s h e i g h t s o r t h e 

d e p t h s of d e f e a t . S ince it i s i m p o s s i b l e f o r c a n d i d a t e s to m e e t a l l the 

v o t e r s , t h e y m u s t depend p r i m a r i l y on a d v e r t i s i n g and t h e m a s s m e d i a 

to t r a n s m i t t h e i r n a m e s and i m a g e s to f e l low c i t i z e n s . 

The a d v e n t of new e l e c t r i c a l m e d i a h a s f o r g e d m a n y c h a n g e s in 

the " i m a g e m a k i n g " p r o c e s s e s . T o d a y a pub l i c f i g u r e t r i e s to c o n v e y 

h i s i m a g e o r i m p r e s s i o n v ia a s a l e s t o o l u s e d by " M a d i s o n A v e n u e " 

t e c h n i c i a n s and pub l i c r e l a t i o n op in ion m o l d e r s . To t h o s e i nvo lved 

wi th pub l i c b e h a v i o r and a t t i t u d e s " the i m a g e " is a c o n t e m p o r a r y 

w o r d u s e d in d e s c r i b i n g t o t a l pub l i c p o s t u r e and the i m p r e s s i o n t h e 
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pub l i c h a s about a p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e . ^ I m a g e b u i l d e r s a t t e m p t to show tha t 

t h e i r c a n d i d a t e p o s s e s s e s the s a m e view of the w o r l d t h a t the p o t e n t i a l 

v o t e r s h a v e . T h e c a n d i d a t e 1 s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and s t a n d s on i s s u e s 

a r e i n t e r p r e t e d t h r o u g h o u t the c a m p a i g n f o r v o t e r and h i s c a n d i d a t e 

i m a g e a l i g n m e n t . T h e p o t e n t i a l v o t e r i s e n c o u r a g e d to vo te f o r t h e 

c a n d i d a t e c l o s e s t to h i s own s e l f - i m a g e . T h u s , e a c h p r e s i d e n t i a l 

e l e c t i o n i s r e a l l y , as S a m u e l L u b e l l d e s c r i b e s , n a s e l f - p o r t r a i t of 

A m e r i c a , a s e l f - p o r t r a i t wi th e a c h ba l lo t s e r v i n g a s a n o t h e r b r u s h 

s t r o k e and t h r o u g h wh ich a l l the e m o t i o n s of the A m e r i c a n p e o p l e f ind 

2 

e x p r e s s i o n . 11 T h e e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a have i n t e n s i f i e d the i m p a c t of 

p e r s o n a l i t y on p o l i t i c s and have he lped c r e a t e a m o r e r e a l i s t i c " image 1 1 

of the p o l i t i c i a n . 

T h e o b j e c t i v e of t h i s c h a p t e r i s to a n s w e r t h r e e q u e s t i o n s : (1) 

wha t i s t he n a t u r e of n t h e i m a g e ? " (2) wha t i s t h e r o l e of " t h e image" 

in p o l i t i c s ? and (3) how i s " t h e i m a g e " c r e a t e d ? T h i s s tudy e s t a b l i s h e s 

a t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t a p p l i c a b l e in v iewing the pub l i c op in ion of any 

pub l i c f i g u r e . C h a p t e r III a p p l i e s the c o n s t r u c t in a c a s e s t udy of 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e ! s pub l i c i m a g e in the 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n c a m p a i g n . 

The N a t u r e of " T h e I m a g e " 

i M e n t a l S t r u c t u r e 

In o r d e r to u n d e r s t a n d " t h e i m a g e " a p e r s o n m u s t be f a m i l i a r 

wi th i t s b a s i c c o m p o n e n t s . T h i s s e c t i o n w i l l d e s c r i b e the 

'"William L. S a f i r e , The New L a n g u a g e of P o l i t i c s (New Y o r k , 
1968), p. 202. 

2 
S a m u e l Lube l l , T h e F u t u r e of A m e r i c a n P o l i t i c s , 3 r d r e v . ed. 

(New Y o r k , 1965), p. 24. 



34 

h u m a n p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s e s i nvo lved which a l low n t h e images 1 1 to 

be c r e a t e d . 

E a c h i nd iv idua l h a s a cogn i t i ve s t r u c t u r e o r f r a m e of r e f e r e n c e 

t h a t d e t e r m i n e s both what and how i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be r e c e i v e d . P e r c e p -

t i on o c c u r s a t the m o m e n t t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n o r s t i m u l u s e n g a g e s t h e 

c o g n i t i v e s t r u c t u r e . 

In a s e n s e o u r m i n d s aire l ike c o m p u t e r s wh ich have b e e n 
fed v a r i o u s t y p e s of i n f o r m a t i o n . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , a long wi th 
ou r " f e e l i n g s ' 1 a t any g iven t i m e , c o m p r i s e o u r " c o g n i t i v e 
s t r u c t u r e . 11 We s e e t he w o r l d t h r o u g h the d i s t o r t e d l e n s of t h i s 
f r a m e of r e f e r e n c e . Both w h a t we a t t e n d to and t h e meaning; we 
give to i n c o m i n g s t i m u l i a r e i n f l u e n c e d by o u r i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c -
t u r e s . 

O v e r t he p r o c e s s of t i m e the c o g n i t i v e s t r u c t u r e b e c o m e s a 

s t r u c t u r e d p r e d i s p o s i t i o n tha t r e s p o n d s to a g iven s t i m u l u s the f o r m e r b e i n g 

u s e d by an i nd iv idua l in the p e r c e p t i o n of h is w o r l d . T h u s , he p e r -

c e i v e s t h i n g s in a p a r t i c u l a r l igh t b e c a u s e of p r e v i o u s e d u c a t i o n , h a b i t s 

of m i n d , a c c e p t e d d o g m a s , r e l i g i o u s o r s o c i a l a f f i n i t i e s , and n o t i o n s 

of h i s own p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t . F e w e v e n t s , s p e e c h e s , o r a c t i o n s f a l l 

on c o m p l e t e l y new g r o u n d ^ b e c a u s e t h e p e r c e i v e r h a s p r e d e t e r m i n e d 

b i a s e s , and t h e s e b i a s e s a r e the r e s u l t s of a t t i t u d e s . When i m p o r t a n t 

e v e n t s r e q u i r e f o r m a t i o n of a v iew, t h e s e p r e - e x i s t i n g h a b i t s , d o g m a s , 

o r a t t i t u d e s he lp d e t e r m i n e the i m p r e s s i o n he w i l l e x p e r i e n c e , t h e v iew 

he w i l l f o r m and u l t i m a t e l y , h i s b e h a v i o r . An a t t i t u d e h a s b e e n d e -

f ined by B e c k a s 

. . . a l e a r n e d and m o r e o r l e s s g e n e r a l i z e d and e f f e c t i v e 
t e n d e n c y o r p r e d i s p o s i t i o n to r e s p o n d in a r a t h e r p e r s i s t e n t 
and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c m a n n e r , u s u a l l y p o s i t i v e l y o r n e g a t i v e l y 

3 
Don E . B e c k , u n p u b l i s h e d n o t e s , D e p a r t m e n t of S p e e c h and 

D r a m a , N o r t h T e x a s S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , Den ton , T e x a s , 1968. 
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( f o r o r a g a i n s t ) in r e f e r e n c e to s o m e s i t u a t i o n , i d e a , va lue , 
m a t e r i a l o b j e c t o r c l a s s of such o b j e c t s , or p e r s o n s , o r g r o u p 
of p e r s o n s . 

T h i s i nd iv idua l s t a n d m a y be in r e f e r e n c e to a p e r s o n 1 s a t t i t u d e s on 

e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l , o r r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s , o r it m a y r e f e r to the 

f a m i l y , s choo l , o r g o v e r n m e n t . 

An i n d i v i d u a l b e c o m e s an A m e r i c a n , a m e m b e r of t h e P r e s b y -

t e r i a n c h u r c h o r t he R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y , b e c a u s e he h a s a c q u i r e d a p -

p r o p r i a t e a t t i t u d e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s . He i s b o r n in to a 

f a m i l y t ha t p o s s e s s e s e s t a b l i s h e d a t t i t u d e s , but a s he m a t u r e s and 

b e c o m e s a m e m b e r of i n s t i t u t i o n s , he d e v e l o p s h i s own a t t i t u d e s . H i s 

e a r l y ch i ldhood i n t e r a c t i o n wi th o t h e r c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s a l l o w s h im to 

l a b e l t h e o b j e c t s , p e r s o n s , e v e n t s , and g r o u p s he e n c o u n t e r s and t o 

5 

e s t a b l i s h c r i t e r i a by w h i c h he a p p r o v e s o r d i s a p p r o v e s of t h e m . 

B e c a u s e of m a n ' s ab i l i t y to c o n c e p t u a l i z e and f o r m i m a g e s in h i s m i n d , 

he i s a b l e to e x p e r i e n c e the a t t i t u d e wi thou t t h e b e n e f i t of d i r e c t c o n t a c t 

wi th the r e f e r e n t . S h e r i f , S h e r i f , and N e b e r g a l l c o n c l u d e , 
In s h o r t , an a t t i t u d e r e f l e c t s a f o r m of c o n s i s t e n c y in r e s p o n s e 
to s o c i a l s t i m u l i . T h e y p r o v i d e m a n wi th a s y s t e m a t i c , p r e d e t e r -
m i n e d s e t of c a t e g o r i e s wh ich d e t e r m i n e in a d v a n c e h i s r e s p o n s e 
to v a r i o u s i d e a s and o b j e c t s . T h e y a r e l e a r n e d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; 
t e n d to be p e r p e t u a t e d ; a r e f u s e d to o b j e c t s ; s e r v e to g e n e r a l i z e 
r e s p o n s e and a r e va lue l aden . Hav ing an a t t i t u d e m e a n s t h a t 
t h e i nd iv idua l i s no l o n g e r n e u t r a l t o w a r d the r e f e r e n t s and t h a t 
he i s p o s i t i v e l y o r n e g a t i v e l y d i s p o s e d in s o m e d e g r e e t o w a r d 
t h e m in a l a s t i n g way . 6 

4 
Don E., B e c k , n T h e N a t u r e of A t t i t u d e s , 11 u n p u b l i s h e d n o t e s , 

D e p a r t m e n t of S p e e c h and D r a m a , N o r t h T e x a s S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 
Den ton , T^xas, , 1968. 

5 
C a r o l y n W. S h e r i f , M u z a f e r S h e r i f and R o g e r E . N e b e r g a l l , 

A t t i t u d e and A t t i t u d e C h a n g e ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1965), p . 4. 

^Bec:k, , f N a t u r e of A t t i t u d e s . H 
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T h i s s e c t i o n h a s d e s c r i b e d b r i e f l y both the f o r m u l a t i o n and t h e 

e f f e c t of the h u m a n m e n t a l s t r u c t u r e . E a c h i n d i v i d u a l ha s a c o g n i t i v e 

s t r u c t u r e and a t t i t u d e s wh ich f i l t e r e x p e r i e n c e a n d d e t e r m i n e how 

r e c e i v e d i n f o r m a t i o n wi l l be t r a n s l a t e d , d iv ided , and d i s t r i b u t e d in to 

c a t e g o r i e s . The b e s t way to d e t e r m i n e the r o l e of t h e c o g n i t i v e 

s t r u c t u r e in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s i s to e x a m i n e the 

f u n c t i o n of m a n in t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a . 

" T h e I m a g e " 

f ! The Image 1 1 concept ) a s d i s c u s s e d in t h i s t h e s i s , i s b a s e d on 

the c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h r e e m e n , e a c h w o r k i n g i n d e p e n d e n t l y of the o t h e r 

- - W a l t e r L i p p m a n n , K e n n e t h E . Bou ld ing , and D a n i e l J . B o o r s t i n . 

A l though a l l t h r e e a p p r o a c h e s a r e r e l a t e d , e a c h m a n d e s c r i b e s h i s 

" i m a g e " d i f f e r e n t l y and it involves the p r o c e s s e s of p e r c e p t i o n , 

cogn i t i on , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , r e a c t i o n , and a t t i t u d e - a t t i t u d e c h a n g e . 

The a t t i t u d e c r i t e r i a ! d i s c u s s e d in the p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n b e c o m e s 

the " b e l i e f s y s t e m , " wh ich is c o m p o s e d of n u m e r o u s " i m a g e s " of the 

p a s t , p r e s e n t , and f u t u r e , and i n c l u d e s " a l l t h e a c c u m u l a t e d , o r g a n i z e d 

7 

k n o w l e d g e tha t t he o r g a n i s m has abou t i t s e l f and the w o r l d . " T h e 

be l i e f s y s t e m i s a l e n s t h r o u g h w h i c h i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e p h y s i c a l 

and s o c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t i s v iewed . The s y s t e m o r i e n t s t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

and d e f i n e s h is e n v i r o n m e n t and i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . A l l i m a g e s a r e 

s t e r e o t y p e d b e c a u s e they o v e r s i m p l i f y r e a l i t y . T h e s u b j e c t i v e p e r -

c e p t i o n d o e s not a l w a y s r e f l e c t a c c u r a t e l y the o b j e c t i v e r e a l i t y . 

7 
G e o r g e A. M i l l e r , E u g e n e G a l a n t e r and K a r l H. P r i b r a m , 

P l a n s and t h e S t r u c t u r e of B e h a v i o r (New Y o r k , I960), p. 16. 
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W a l t e r L i p p m a n n , d i s c u s s e d t h i s in h i s book, P u b l i c Opinion , and 

d e f i n e d " s t e r e o t y p e " a s an o v e r s i m p l i f i e d p a t t e r n tha t h e l p s p e o p l e 

g 
f ind m e a n i n g in the w o r l d . T h i s p a t t e r n o r " i m a g e " i s o f t e n d i s t o r t e d 

in a c c o r d a n c e w t l i t h e ind iv idua l 1 s p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s . 

[^TheJ t r i c k l e of m e s s a g e s f r o m the o u t s i d e i s a f f e c t e d by the 
s t o r e d - u p i m a g e s , t h e p r e c o n c e p t i o n s , and t h e p r e j u d i c e s 
wh ich i n t e r p r e t , f i l l t h e m out, and in t u r n p o w e r f u l l y d i r e c t 
the p l ay of ou r a t t e n t i o n , and our v i s i o n i t s e l f . . . . In the 
i nd iv idua l p e r s o n , the l i m i t e d m e s s a g e s f r o m o u t s i d e , f o r m e d 
into a p a t t e r n of s t e r e o t y p e s , a r e i d e n t i f i e d wi th h i s own i n t e r -
e s t s a s he f e e l s and c o n c e i v e s t h e m . 

A n o t h e r s t u d e n t of pub l i c op in ion , L a w r e n c e A. Lowe l l , put it 

s i m i l a r l y : " E a c h l ooks a t , and l o o k s f o r , t h e f a c t s and r e a s o n s to 

wh ich h i s a t t en t i on p o i n t s , p e r c e i v i n g l i t t l e , if a t a l l , t h o s e to w h i c h 

h i s m i n d i s not d i r e c t e d . As a r u l e , m e n s e e wha t t h e y look f o r , and 

o b s e r v e the t h i n g s t hey e x p e c t to s e e , 

I nd iv idua l s c a r r y " s t e r e o t y p e s " of g r o u p s , o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s , 

and c l a s s e s in t h e i r m i n d s . E x a m p l e s a r e " i m a g e s " of N e g r o e s , 

" R u s s i a n s , " " C o m m u n i s t s , " o r the " V i e t Cong . " T h i s s t e r e o t y p e 

t e n d s to s a t i s f y the i nd iv idua l n e e d and give a f e e l i n g of s e c u r i t y and 

d e f e n s e a g a i n s t d a i l y e x p e r i e n c e s . 

K e n n e t h E . Bould ing , in The I m a g e : K n o w l e d g e in L i f e and 

S o c i e t y , d e f i n e s h i s " i m a g e " of t h e w o r l d a s k n o w l e d g e . " W h a t I a m 

t a l k i n g about i s wha t I b e l i e v e to be t r u e ; m y s u b j e c t i v e k n o w l e d g e . It i s 

8 
W a l t e r L i p p m a n n , P u b l i c Opin ion (New Y o r k , 1932), p. 37, 

9 
•Ibid, , p. 23. 

^ L a w r e n c e A. Lowe l l , P u b l i c Opin ion in W a r and P e a c e 
( C a m b r i d g e , M a s s a c h u s e t t e s , 1923), p. 22. 
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t h i s i m a g e t h a t l a r g e l y g o v e r n s m y b e h a v i o r . . . . The i m a g e i s bu i l t 

up a s a r e s u l t of a l l p a s t e x p e r i e n c e of the p o s s e s s o r . 

His m o d e l of , f t he i m a g e " i s m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l and d e n o t e s t ha t 

in a s i ng l e p e r c e p t i o n at l e a s t t e n d i m e n s i o n s a r e i nvo lved f o r t h e 

f o r m u l a t i o n of a m e a n i n g : s p a c e , t i m e , o b j e c t i v e and p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n -

s h i p s , va lue , e m o t i o n , c o n s c i o u s - u n c o n s c i o u s - s u b c o n s c i o u s a r e a s , 

c e r t a i n t y - u n c e r t a i n t y o r c l a r i t y - v a g u e n e s s , r e a l i t y - u n r e a l i t y , and the 

12 

p u b l i c - p r i v a t e r o l e . F o r example, , t h e m e a n i n g of a p o l i t i c i a n ' s 

s p e e c h d e p e n d s upon when and w h e r e i t w a s d e l i v e r e d , how it r e l a t e d to 

o t h e r e v e n t s of t he o c c a s i o n , the va lue i t had f o r the l i s t e n e r , and t h e 

e m o t i o n i t a r o u s e d . A l s o i nc luded i s how c o n s c i o u s t he l i s t e n e r w a s 

of t h e s p e e c h , w h e t h e r t he m e a n i n g of t h e m e s s a g e w a s c e r t a i n , c l e a r 

o r vague , w h e t h e r t h e even t w a s r e a l o r u n r e a l , and f i n a l l y , how o t h e r 

o b s e r v e r s f e l t about t h e s a m e s p e e c h . Al l of t h e s e d i m e n s i o n s i n f lu -

e n c e i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

C e r t a i n p a r t s of n t h e image 1 1 m a y be i m p o r t a n t and o t h e r s 

u n i m p o r t a n t at d i f f e r e n t t i m e s , but n t h e image 1 1 b e l o n g s t o t h e ind i -

v idua l p e r c e i v e r and no one e l s e . M a n y p o l i t i c a n s have m i s c o n s t r u e d 

an " i m a g e " to m e a n s o m e t h i n g they own o r p o s s e s s , but it b e l o n g s to 

and i s t h e s o l e i t e m of the pub l i c . 

B e c a u s e of m a n ' s ab i l i t y to c o n c e p t u a l i z e and f o r m i m a g e s of 

e v e n t s , p e o p l e , and p l a c e s in h i s m i n d , he e x p e r i e n c e s a t t i t u d e s and 

c r e a t e s i m a g e s wi thou t the b e n e f i t of d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i th the r e f e r e n t . 

^ K e n n e t h E . Bould ing , The I m a g e : Knowledge in L i f e and 
S o c i e t y (Ann A r b o r , 1956), p. 6. 

^ I b i d . , pp. 4 7 - 4 8 . 



39 

The ' ' i m a g e " at t h i s po in t b e c o m e s pub l i c and is s h a r e d by m a n y 

i n d i v i d u a l s . T h i s c o n t a c t wi th t he i m a g e g e n e r a t e s a f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n 

t h a t i s soon o v e r l a i d by i n f l u e n c e f r o m p e e r s , l e a d e r s , o r t h e m a s s 

m e d i a . " P a r t of our i m a g e , ,f Bou ld ing i m p l i e s , n of the w o r l d , i s t h e 

be l i e f t h a t t h i s i m a g e i s s h a r e d by o t h e r p e o p l e l ike o u r s e l v e s who a l s o 

13 

a r e p a r t of o u r i m a g e of t h e w o r l d . " 

T h i s "pub l i c i m a g e " r e s u l t s f r o m a u n i v e r s e of d i s c o u r s e o r a 

p r o c e s s of s h a r i n g the m e s s a g e and e x p e r i e n c e . A l though i n d i v i d u a l s 

in an a u d i e n c e h e a r t h e s a m e s p e e c h , t h e y a l l p e r c e i v e i t f r o m d i f f e r -

ent p o s i t i o n s . T h e i r "pub l i c i m a g e " w i l l be qu i t e s i m i l a r in c e r t a i n 

a r e a s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e t i m e and p l a c e of d e l i v e r y , and qu i te d i f f e r e n t 
* +u n 1 4 
m o t h e r s . " 

D a n i e l J . B o o r s t i n in h i s book, T h e I m a g e : A Guide to P s e u d o -

E v e n t s in A m e r i c a , a p p r o a c h e s t h e "pub l i c i m a g e " f r o m a n e t h i c a l 

v i e w p o i n t . He f e e l s t h a t m e n in f o r m e r g e n e r a t i o n s w e r e m o t i v a t e d by 

i d e a l s a n d v a l u e s ye t to be a t t a i n e d . F o r t h i s r e a s o n L i p p m a n n c h o s e 

to u s e t he w o r d " s t e r e o t y p e . " 

I have b e e n s p e a k i n g of s t e r e o t y p e s r a t h e r t h a n i d e a l s , b e c a u s e 
t he w o r d i d e a l i s u s u a l l y r e s e r v e d f o r wha t we c o n s i d e r the 
good, t h e t r u e , a n d t h e b e a u t i f u l . T h u s it c a r r i e s the hint t ha t 
h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g to b e c o p i e d o r a t t a i n e d . . . . O u r s t e r e o -
typed w o r l d i s not n e c e s s a r i l y t h e w o r l d we shou ld l ike it t o be . 
It i s s i m p l y t he w o r l d we e x p e c t it t o be . ^ 

T h u s , m a n w a s m a d e by h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y m a n 

s t i l l ho lds t h i s b e l i e f , but a l s o b e l i e v e s h i s e n v i r o n m e n t c a n be m a d e 

by h i m , a long wi th i d e a l s and v a l u e s ; in o t h e r w o r d s , t hey have b e e n 

1 3 I b i d . , p. 14. 1 4 I b i d . , p. 132. 

15 
L i p p m a n n , p. 104. 
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a t t a i n e d . The l a n g u a g e of i d e a l s has been r e p l a c e d by the l a n g u a g e of 

i m a g e s . A s B o o r s t i n e x p l a i n s i t , a pub l i c i m a g e h a s f ive c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

(1) "An i m a g e i s s y n t h e t i c . It i s p l a n n e d : c r e a t e d e s p e c i a l l y 

16 

to s e r v e a p u r p o s e , to m a k e a c e r t a i n k ind of i m p r e s s i o n . " B e c a u s e 

of m a n ! s f i n i t e knowledge and h i s i nab i l i t y to know e v e r y t h i n g about any 

one th ing , he m u s t f o r m h i s i m a g e f r o m i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h 

o t h e r s . He s e e s t h i n g s a s o t h e r s m e a n f o r t h e m to be s e e n . One 

d a n g e r i s a p p a r e n t h e r e : it i s v e r y e a s y f o r i n d i v i d u a l s to c o n s t r u c t 

and c o n t r o l t he m e a n i n g of i m a g e s by m a n i p u l a t i v e m e a n s . 
The o v e r s h a d o w i n g i m a g e . . . c o v e r s up w h a t e v e r m a y r e a l l y 
be t h e r e . By our v e r y u s e of the t e r m [Image) we i m p l y t h a t 
s o m e t h i n g c a n be done to i t ; the i m a g e c a n a l w a y s be m o r e o r 
l e s s s u c c e s s f u l l y s y n t h e s i z e d , d o c t o r e d , r e p a i r e d , r e f u r b i s h e d , 
and i m p r o v e d , qu i te a p a r t f r o m (though not e n t i r e l y i n d e p e n d e n t 
of ] t he s p o n t a n e o u s o r i g i n a l of wh ich t h e i m a g e i s a pub l i c 
p o r t r a i t . 

T h e r e a r e , f pub l i c images '* a l l a r o u n d u s . On the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s c e n e we f ind the m i l i t a r y , s c i e n t i f i c , and e c o n o m i c " i m a g e " one 

c o u n t r y w a n t s a n o t h e r to have . D o m e s t i c a l l y , it i s found in t h e s l o g a n s 

u s e d by p o l i t i c i a n s : " T h e New Dea l , " " T h e F a i r D e a l , " and " T h e 

G r e a t S o c i e t y . " It i s a l s o a p p a r e n t in c o r p o r a t e a d v e r t i s i n g : " R o c k 

of G i b r a l t a r " ( P r u d e n t i a l I n s u r a n c e C o m p a n y ) , "When It R a i n s It 

P o u r s , " "57 V a r i e t i e s , " and " M i l k F r o m C o n t e n t e d C o w s . " 

"An i m a g e i s b e l i e v a b l e . It s e r v e s no p u r p o s e if p e o p l e do 

not b e l i e v e it . In t h e i r own m i n d s t h e y m u s t m a k e i t s t a n d f o r the 

18 
i n s t i t u t i o n o r the p e r s o n i m a g e d . " P o l i t i c i a n s would n e v e r be e l e c t e d 

" ^ D a n i e l J . B o o r s t i n , T h e I m a g e : A Guide to P s e u d o - E v e n t s in 
A m e r i c a (New Y o r k , 1964), p. 185. 

^ I b i d . , p. 185. ^ I b i d , , p. 188. 
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and c o m p a n i e s would n e v e r s e l l p r o d u c t s if t h e i r f 1public image 1 1 w a s 

unbel ievable , , T IThe pub l i c w i l l e i t h e r i g n o r e o r r e j e c t a c o m m u n i c a t e d 

i m a g e if it i s not m a d e i n t e r e s t i n g , aippealing, and c o n v i n c i n g ; t h e 

19 
pub l i c m u s t b e l i e v e i t , i d e n t i f y wi th i t , and c a l l it i t s own. ,f L i p p m a n n 

says , c o n c e r n i n g b e l i e v a b i l i t y of s t e r e o t y p e s : 

F o r when a s y s t e m of s t e r e o t y p e s i s w e l l f ixed , o u r a t t e n t i o n i s 
c a l l e d to t h o s e f a c t s wh ich s u p p o r t i t , and d i v e r t e d f r o m t h o s e 
wh ich c o n t r a d i c t . . . . What i s a l i e n w i l l be r e j e c t e d , wha t i s 
d i f f e r e n t w i l l f a l l upon u n s e e i n g e y e s . We do not s e e wha t ou r 
e y e s a r e not a c c u s t o m e d to t ake in to a c c o u n t . S o m e t i m e s con -
s c i o u s l y , m o r e o f t e n wi thout knowing^it , we a r e i m p r e s s e d by 
t h o s e f a c t s wh ich f i t ou r p h i l o s o p h y . 

"An i m a g e i s p a s s i v e . S ince t h e i m a g e i s a l r e a d y s u p p o s e d 

to be c o n g r u e n t wi th r e a l i t y , t h e p r o d u c e r of t h e i m a g e . . . i s e x p e c t e d 

21 

to f i t in to the i m a g e . M In o r d e r f o r an i n d i v i d u a l to n buy , f an i m a g e 

p h i l o s o p h y , he m u s t be a b l e to a c c e p t i t and a d a p t it to h i s own 

p h i l o s o p h y . He m u s t a l s o b e l i e v e the p r o d u c e r f e e l s i d e n t i c a l l y about 

t h e i m a g e . In the e a r l y m o n t h s of a p o l i t i c a l c a m p a i g n the i m a g e of 

the p o l i t i c i a n i s a l i k e n e s s of the p a r t y , but by e l e c t i o n t i m e t h e p i c t u r e 

h a s r e v e r s e d , and the p a r t y h a s the i m a g e l i k e n e s s of the p o l i t i c i a n . 

n T h e i m a g e can be p e r f e c t . It c a n be a p r e c i s e p a t t e r n wh ich w i l l 

s a t i s f y e v e r y b o d y . . . [but it] i s the k ind of i d e a l w h i c h b e c o m e s r e a l 
22 

only w h e n it ha s b e c o m e p u b l i c . n 

19 
T h o m a s D a i l H a r r i s o n , " T h e P u b l i c I m a g e of t he f N e w South 1 

in t h e N o r t h , 1870-1890, n u n p u b l i s h e d m a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , D e p a r t m e n t 
of S p e e c h , T h e U n i v e r s i t y of O k l a h o m a , N o r m a n , O k l a h o m a , 1966. 

20 
L i p p m a n n , p . 119. 

21 
B o o r s t i n , T h e I m a g e , p. 188. 

?? 
" i b i d . , p. 189. 
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^ "An i m a g e i s v iv id and c o n c r e t e . T h e i m a g e i s l i m i t e d . . 

. . It i s not enough if t h e p r o d u c t , t h e m a n , o r t h e i n s t i t u t i o n h a s m a n y 

good q u a l i t i e s a p p r o p r i a t e to it . One o r a few m u s t be s e l e c t e d f o r 

23 

v iv id p o r t r a y a l . ,r 

A c l e a r e x a m p l e of t h i s c a n be t a k e n f r o m t h e 1948 e l e c t i o n s and 

T r u m a n ' s v i c t o r y . M a n y D e m o c r a t s had s t r a y e d f r o m t h e p a r t y fo ld , 

but r e t u r n e d b e c a u s e of a l i g n m e n t of c l a s s i s s u e s w h i c h T r u m a n s t r e s -

s e d d u r i n g t h e c a m p a i g n . Al though the n p u b l i c i m a g e " of T r u m a n d id 

no t c h a n g e s i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h e "pub l i c image 1 1 of w h a t w a s i m p o r t a n t in t h e 

c a m p a i g n did c h a n g e . As t h e c a m p a i g n p r o g r e s s e d , t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 

i s s u e s b e c a m e d o m i n a n t . ^ 

(5) "An i m a g e i s s i m p l i f i e d . In o r d e r to exc lude u n d e s i r e d 

and u n d e s i r a b l e a s p e c t s , an i m a g e m u s t be s i m p l e r t h a n t h e o b j e c t i t 

4. ,.25 

r e p r e s e n t s . M 

T h i s i s ev iden t in the s l o g a n s adop ted by t h e P r e s i d e n t s : " T h e 

New F r o n t i e r " o r " T h e G r e a t S o c i e t y . " It i s a l s o a p p a r e n t in t h e 

t r a d e m a r k of c o r p o r a t i o n s . I n i t i a l s such a s IBM, NBC, o r CBS a l l 

t r i g g e r c e r t a i n r e s p o n s e s d e p e n d i n g upon ou r s o u r c e of k n o w l e d g e . 

L i p p m a n n a g r e e s : " In u n t r a i n e d o b s e r v a t i o n we p i c k r e c o g n i z a b l e 

s i g n s out of the e n v i r o n m e n t . The s i g n s s t a n d f o r i d e a s , and t h e s e 
26 

i d e a s we f i l l wi th ou r s t o c k of i m a g e s . " 
^ 3 I b i d . , p. 193. 

24 
B e r n a r d B e r e l s o n and M o r r i s J a n o w i t z , e d i t o r s , R e a d e r in 

P u b l i c Opin ion and C o m m u n i c a t i o n (New Y o r k , 1966), p. 4iaCL 
25 

B o o r s t i n , The I m a g e , p. 193. 

^ L i p p m a n n , p . 88. 
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The " i m a g e " shou ld now be r e c o g n i z a b l e a s t h e p i c t u r e , s t e r e o -

type , knowledge , o r cogn i t i on wi th in a p e r s o n * s m i n d . M a n h a s in h i s 

m i n d not only an i m a g e of h i m s e l f , but an i m a g e of o t h e r p e o p l e , s i t u -

a t i o n s , and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The " i m a g e " b e l o n g s to the i n d i v i d u a l 

p e r c e i v e r and i s t u r n e d in to a "pub l i c i m a g e " a f t e r be ing s h a r e d by 

the p u b l i c . The i m a g e h a s f ive c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . It i s s y n t h e t i c , 

b e l i e v a b l e , p a s s i v e , v iv id and c o n c r e t e , and s i m p l i f i e d . The c o n c e p t i s 

a l s o d e p e n d e n t upon t h e d i m e n s i o n s of t i m e and s p a c e wh ich wi l l be 

d i s c u s s e d nex t . 

" T h e I m a g e " in T i m e and S p a c e 

In a v i ew of " t h e i m a g e , " t he t e m p o r a l and s p a t i a l e l e m e n t s 

a r e v e r y i m p o r t a n t . T h i s s y s t e m i s d e p e n d e n t upon t i m e , f o r it i s 

c o m p o s e d of c h r o n o l o g i c a l p a s t s , p r e s e n t s , and f u t u r e s t ha t e x e r t t h e i r 

i n f l u e n c e upon one a n o t h e r a s t h e c o u r s e of e v e n t s u n f o l d s . A s P e t e r 

M c H u g h n o t e s in De f in ing the S i tua t ion , " t he p a s t i n f l u e n c e s the s y m -

bol ic d e f i n i t i o n of t he p r e s e n t , the d e f i n i t i o n of t h e p r e s e n t i s i n f l u -

e n c e d by i n f e r e n c e s about the f u t u r e , and the e v e n t s of the f u t u r e w i l l 

27 

r e c o n s t r u c t o u r d e f i n i t i o n s of the p a s t . " 

T h e d i m e n s i o n of t i m e cou ld be d e s c r i b e d a s a h i s t o r i c a l 

s k e l e t o n . P o l i t i c i a n s , r h e t o r i c i a n s , and o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s i n t e r e s t e d 

in p e r s u a d i n g wi l l t a k e c o m p l i c a t e d i s s u e s and s i t u a t i o n s , b r e a k t h e s e 

down in to a s i m p l i f i e d s t a t e , and a t t r a c t i v e l y c o m m u n i c a t e t h e m to the 

p u b l i c . The pub l i c r e s p o n d s by t a k i n g t h e b i t s and p i e c e s of t he 

27 
P e t e r McHugh , Def in ing the S i tua t ion : The O r g a n i z a t i o n of 

M e a n i n g in S o c i a l I n t e r na t ion ( N e w York , 1968), p. 24. 
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m e s s a g e , app ly ing t h e m to the p i c t u r e s in t h e i r m i n d s , and f o r m u l a t i n g 

a " p u b l i c i m a g e . n By looking to t h e f u t u r e the s k e l e t o n c o n t i n u e s to 

g row in a g e and m a t u r i t y . 

Al though the " image 1 1 of the w o r l d is n e v e r i d e n t i c a l wi th 

r e a l i t y , m a n m u s t l ive and ac t a s if i t w e r e t r u e . He u s e s t h e t o o l of 

f e e d b a c k in the e l i m i n a t i o n of e r r o r s o r f a l s e i m a g e s . It i s p o s s i b l e to 

c o m p a r e t he i m a g e of the f u t u r e wi th t h e i m a g e of the s a m e p e r i o d 

a f t e r i t h a s b e c o m e t h e p a s t . In N o v e m b e r t h e i m a g e of O c t o b e r a s it 

w a s in S e p t e m b e r , c a n be r e c a l l e d , and t h i s c a n be c o m p a r e d wi th the 

i m a g e of O c t o b e r a s i t i s s e e n in N o v e m b e r . An i n d i v i d u a l i s d i s a p -

p o i n t e d if t h e i m a g e s do no t c o r r e s p o n d , and a c t s to a d j u s t one i m a g e 

o r t h e o t h e r . A c c o r d i n g to Boulding, t h r e e a d j u s t m e n t s c a n be m a d e . 

We c a n ctdjust o u r i m a g e of the p a s t and s a y tha t it w a s m i s -
t a k e n , tha t wha t a p p a r e n t l y h a p p e n e d d id not r e a l l y h a p p e n and 
t h a t we have b e e n m i s i n f o r m e d . We c a n a d j u s t ou r p a s t i m a g e 
of the f u t u r e ; t h a t i s , we c a n s a y t ha t the i m a g e of (October) 
tha t we had in [Sep tember ] w a s w r o n g . We c a n do t h i s f o r 
two r e a s o n s , f o r o u r i m a g e of t h e f u t u r e i s d e r i v e d by i n f e r e n c e 
f r o m o u r g e n e r a l v iew of the w o r l d . We c a n t h e r e f o r e s a y , on 
t he one hand, t h a t the i n f e r e n c e w a s w r o n g and t h a t o u r v iew 
of t h e w o r l d did not r e a l l y i m p l y t h a t [October] shou ld have 
t u r n e d out t h e way we e x p e c t e d ; o r if we canno t deny the 
va l id i ty of the i n f e r e n c e , t h e n we m u s t r e v i s e o u r g e n e r a l 
i m a g e of the w o r l d . 

The t e m p o r a l d i m e n s i o n of n t h e image 1 1 i n v o l v e s an even t in 

i t s p a s t , p r e s e n t , and f u t u r e r o l e s , wh i l e the s p a t i a l d i m e n s i o n c h a r a c -

t e r i z e s an even t in i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p to o t h e r e v e n t s a c r o s s t h e bound-

a r i e s of s p a c e . B e c a u s e i n d i v i d u a l s in s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n s have d i f f e r e n t 

28 
K e n n e t h E . Bou ld ing , " T h e L e a r n i n g and R e a l i t y - T e s t i n g 

P r o c e s s in the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S y s t e m , n I m a g e and R e a l i t y in W o r l d 
P o l i t i c s , ed i t ed by J o h n C. F a r r e l l and A s a P . S m i t h (New Y o r k , 
TT5T), pp. 2 - 3 . 
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b a c k g r o u n d s and e x p e r i e n c e s ; t h e y view the even t f r o m d i v e r s e s t a n d -

29 

p o i n t s , and c o n s e q u e n t l y , f o r m u l a t e d i f f e r e n t i m a g e s . 

S p a t i a l i m a g e s can be s p r e a d a long a c o n t i n u u m , v i ewed a t 

d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s , and t h i s d i s t a n c e i s d i s c r i m i n a t e d a s g r e a t e r o r 

l e s s e r a t d i f f e r i n g p o i n t s in t i m e . The fo l lowing e x a m p l e d e s c r i b e s t h e 

t i m e and s p a c e d i m e n s i o n s of B a r r y G o l d w a t e r and Lyndon J o h n s o n s 

i m a g e s b e t w e e n the 1964 and 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s . 

T h e n a t i o n a l m o o d d u r i n g t h e 1964 c a m p a i g n w a s l i b e r a l , a l t hough 

a c o n s e r v a t i v e swing w a s in p r o c e s s . Lyndon J o h n s o n , t h e s u p p o r t e r 

of t h e " G r e a t S o c i e t y " and " W a r on P o v e r t y , n w a s t h e l i b e r a l c a n d i -

date^ whi l e B a r r y G o l d w a t e r was p l a c e d on the f a r r i g h t end of the 

c o n t i n u u m a s the u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e . J o h n s o n p u s h e d t h e i m a g e of a 

p e a c e cand ida t e } wh ich o p p o s e d G o l d w a t e r , the m a n who would s e l l t he 

T e n n e s s e e V a l l e y A u t h o r i t y and d e f o l i a t e f o r e s t s and b o m b N o r t h 

V i e t n a m . A h a n d f u l of u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e v o t e r s in t he S o u t h e r n S t a t e s 

and A r i z o n a i d e n t i f i e d t h e m s e l v e s wi th G o l d w a t e r and h is i m a g e , wh i l e 

m a n y R e p u b l i c a n s cou ld not . G o l d w a t e r ! s f a r - r i g h t i m a g e a l l o w e d t h e s e 

R e p u b l i c a n s to a c c e p t J o h n s o n 1 s p h i l o s o p h y . T h i s g r o u p of s u p p o r t e r s 9 

with a m a j o r i t y of l i b e r a l Democra t s^ gave the P r e s i d e n t an a s t o u n d i n g 

m a n d a t e . 

Wi th in f o u r y e a r s the i m a g e s of bo th m e n c h a n g e d d r a s t i c a l l y . 

M a n y p r o m i s e s P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n m a d e in 1964 w e r e not kep t , anci he 

fo l lowed the p l a n of S e n a t o r G o l d w a t e r in s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s . Wi th 

b e t r a y e d c o n f i d e n c e , t h e n a t i o n b e c a m e f r u s t r a t e d , f r i g h t e n e d ^ a n d 

con fused^and s t a r t e d m o v i n g t o w a r d the c o n s e r v a t i v e end of the c o n t i n u u m . 

?9 
McHugh , p. 28. 
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In 1968 the i m a g e of Goldwater had changed i m m e n s e l y . He was no 

longer viewed as u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e , but m o r e mi ld ly . B e c a u s e of th i s 

change in t ime and space , many m o r e v o t e r s could have ident i f ied 

with him and p laced the i r vote fo r him in that y e a r . 

The i m a g e i s a funct ion, in a spa t i a l s ense , of the pos i t ion 

occupied by an o b s e r v e r in r e l a t i onsh ip to the pos i t ion of the o b s e r v e d . 

An individual t ends to se lec t ideas which he f a v o r s and i gno re s i deas 

he does not f avor . Thus , the p e r c e p t i o n s an individual has of ano the r 

p e r s o n or s t a t e m e n t a r e a r e f l e c t i o n of his own pos i t ion . I n f o r m a t i o n 

tha t c o n f i r m s h is image wi l l be a s s i m i l a t e d ; i n f o r m a t i o n which cha l l enges 

30 

his image wil l be avoided. As B e r e l s o n , L a z a r s f e l d , and M c P h e e 

point out, 
The m o r e in tense ly one holds a vote pos i t ion , the m o r e l ike ly 
he is to see the po l i t i ca l env i ronmen t a s f avo rab l e to h i m s e l f , 
as c o n f o r m i n g to h imse l f , as c o n f o r m i n g to his own be l i e f s . 
He is l e s s l ikely to p e r c e i v e uncongenia l and c o n t r a d i c t o r y 
events o»r points of view and hence p r e s u m a b l y l e s s l ikely to 
r e v i s e his own o r ig ina l pos i t ion . 31 

The image is a complex but in t r igu ing concept . Indus t ry , 

m i l i t a r y , s c i en t i f i c , a c a d e m i c , and po l i t i ca l l e a d e r s a r e l e a r n i n g i t s 

n a t u r e and subsequen t p r o c e s s e s , and a r e a w a r e of i t s c o n s t r u c t i v e 

and d e s t r u c t i v e capab i l i t i e s . B e f o r e inves t iga t ing t h e s e p o s e r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y a s appl icab le in the po l i t i ca l a r e n a , it i s n e c e s s a r y to 

30 
F o r a d i s c u s s i o n of p e r c e p t i o n and the a s s i m i l a t i o n / c o n t r a s t 

d i m e n s i o n as it appl ies to commun ica t i on see Don E d w a r d Beck, 
n T h e Rhe to r i c of Conf l ic t and C o m p r o m i s e : A Study in Civi l War 
Causa t ion , n unpubl ished d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n , D e p a r t m e n t of Speech, 
The Un ive r s i t y of Oklahoma, Norman , Oklahoma, 1966, pp. 57-61. 

31 
- B e r n a r d R. B e r e l s o n , P a u l F. L a z a r s f e l d and Wil l iam N. 

M c P h e e , Voting: A Study of Opinion F o r m a t i o n in a P r e s i d e n t i a l 
C a m p a i g n (Chicago, 1954), p. 223. 
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a n a l y z e the b e h a v i o r of p e o p l e wi th c e r t a i n i m a g e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e i r vo t ing h a b i t s and a t t i t u d e s . 

" T h e I m a g e " in P o l i t i c s 

D e t e r m i n e r of t h e Ind iv idua l Vo t ing B e h a v i o r 

Once an i nd iv idua l a c q u i r e s an a t t i t u d e , he s e l e c t i v e l y t r a n s l a t e s 

a l l i n f o r m a t i o n he r e c e i v e s and i s a b l e to e v a l u a t e a c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

f r o m s e v e r a l p o s i t i o n s a long a c o n t i n u u m . By s tudy ing h i s b e h a v i o r it 

i s p o s s i b l e to i d e n t i f y h i s " i m a g e s . n MIt i s on ly f r o m b e h a v i o r , 11 

S h e r i f s u g g e s t s , " t h a t we c a n i n f e r tha t an i n d i v i d u a l ha s an a t t i t u d e . 

In s h o r t , a t t i t u d e s a r e i n f e r r e d f r o m o b j e c t s , p e r s o n s , e v e n t s , and 

32 

i s s u e s o v e r a t i m e span . " T h e b e h a v i o r t h a t u s u a l l y r e s u l t s f r o m 

an i m a g e i s in the f o r m of a c t i o n s and v e r b a l u t t e r a n c e s . 

T h e r e i s a r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n a t t i t u d e s and an i n d i v i d u a l s 

s u s e p t i b i l i t y t h r o u g h communica t ion . , The e g o - i n v o l v e d p a r t i s a n 

a t t a c k s a l l p o s i t i o n s t h a t a r e not h i s o w n ; a n d any c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m 

an oppos ing po in t of v iew i s r e j e c t e d . B e c k p o i n t s out t ha t ! !. . . 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f r o m h e r e t i c s o r r e n e g a d e s a r e l i k e w i s e g r o u p e d 

wi th the oppos ing p o s i t i o n and a r e r e j e c t e d wi th e q u a l v e h e m e n c e 
33 

and d e t e r m i n a t i o n . " 

S h e r i f p r e d i c t s t h e r e i s l e s s s u s c e p t i b i l i t y to c h a n g e when an 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m o r e e g o - i n v o l v e d . He f u r t h e r f e e l s t h a t a p e r s o n e x p o s e d 

to an e x t r e m e l y d i s c r e p a n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i l l n e v e r r e a c t to it by 
32 

S h e r i f , S h e r i f and N e b e r g a l l , p. 6. 
33 

Beck* " T h e R h e t o r i c of C o n f l i c t and C o m p r o m i s e , " p. 60. 
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c h a n g i n g h i s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n in o r d e r to r e d u c e h i s 

t e n s i o n o r d i s s o n a n c e . In f a c t , the p e r s o n m a y b e c o m e s t e a d f a s t in 

34 

r e l y i n g on h i s o r i g i n a l s t a n d . 

C o n v e r s e l y , t he l e s s - i n v o l v e d p e r s o n i s n o n - c o m m i t t e d to 

e i t h e r p o s i t i o n . His r a n g e of a c c e p t a n c e and r e j e c t i o n is s m a l l and 

h i s u n - o p i n i o n a t e d a r e a qu i t e l a r g e . He e x a m i n e s t he m e s s a g e m o r e 

s c r u p u l o u s l y and f o r m s i m a g e s b e c a u s e of a t t i t u d e s in r e l a t e d a r e a s . 

S ince the u n d e c i d e d v o t e r o f t e n m a k e s the d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n winn ing 

and l o s i n g an e l e c t i o n , the w i s e p o l i t i c a l c a n d i d a t e w i l l a i m h i s p e r -

s u a s i v e r h e t o r i c a t t h i s g r o u p . 

B e r e l s o n , L a z e r f e l d , and M c P h e e d i s c u s s e d the p r o b l e m of t h e 

v o t e r caugh t in a p o l i t i c a l c r o s s - p r e s s u r e . 
If t h e v o t e r f i n d s h i m s e l f hold ing o p i n i o n s c h a m p i o n e d by 
oppos ing p a r t i e s , it h a s b e e n though t t h a t he cou ld do one of 
two t h i n g s : r e m a i n in t h i s " i n c o n s i s t e n t " p o s i t i o n o r r e m o v e 
the " i n c o n s i s t e n c y " by chang ing one op in ion to f i t t he o t h e r . 
But he h a s a n o t h e r out : he c a n p e r c e p t u a l l y s e l e c t , out of the 
s o m e w h a t a m b i g u o u s p r o p a g a n d a of the c a m p a i g n , t h o s e 
p o l i t i c a l c u e s wh ich r e m o v e t h e p r o b l e m by d e f i n i n g it away . 
He c a n " s e e " t h a t t h e c a n d i d a t e s do not d i s a g r e e on the i s s u e 
a t hand o r t h a t h i s c a n d i d a t e r e a l l y a g r e e s wi th h im o r t h a t t h e 
opponent r e a l l y d i s a g r e e s o r t h a t he c a n n o t t e l l w h e r e h i s 
c a n d i d a t e s t a n d s . J u s t a s the p r o c e s s m a y r e d u c e the v o t e r f s 
l e v e l of p s y c h o l o g i c a l t e n s i o n , so m a y it r e d u c e h i s p o l i t i c a l 
i n c o n s i s t e n c y . 35 

In the p o l i t i c a l a r e n a we f ind m a n y pub l i c i m a g e s . T h e v o t e r ' s 

a t t i t u d e d e t e r m i n e s h is p i c t u r e o r " i m a g e " of t he p o l i t i c i a n , the p a r t y , 

and t h e i s s u e s . T h e r e a r e f o u r p r i m a r i l y r e l a t e d a r e a s t h a t h o u s e 

t h e s e i m a g e s . F i r s t , he h a s an i m a g e of h i m s e l f . E v e r y even t and 

34 
M u z a f e r and C a r o l y n W. S h e r i f , T h e S o c i a l J u d g m e n t 

I n v o l v e m e n t A p p r o a c h vs . T h e C o g n i t i v e D i s s o n a n c e A p p r o a c h 
( C h i c a g o , 1965), p. x 

35 
B e r e l s o n , L a z a r s f e l d and M c P h e e , p. 232. 
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a c t i o n in h i s p a s t , r e g a r d l e s s how m i n u t e , h a s c o n t r i b u t e d , t o w h a t 

h e p r e s e n t l y i s . H i s v i e w s of l i f e , t h e w o r l d , a n d h i s own s u r r o u n d -

i n g s a r e r e s u l t s of h i s a t t i t u d e s , e x p e r i e n c e s , e m o t i o n s , and e s p e c i a l l y 

h i s v a l u e s . H e p i c t u r e s h i m s e l f a s a n i n d i v i d u a l w h o i s a b l e t o i n -

t e r p r e t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n he r e c e i v e s a n d t o d e c i d e w h a t i s r i g h t a n d 

w r o n g . 

T h e v o t e r a l s o h a s a n i m a g e of s o c i e t y . H i s a t t i t u d e s d e t e r -

m i n e h i s s t a n d on i s s u e s t h a t w i l l r e f l e c t u p o n h i m a n d t h o s e a r o u n d 

h i m . He not on ly r e f l e c t s t h e s o c i e t y i n w h i c h he l i v e s , bu t h e f e e l s 

h e h a s a n a c t i v e r o l e i n h i s f a m i l y , s c h o o l , c h u r c h , job^and o t h e r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . He d e s i r e s t o k e e p h i s s o c i e t y s a f e f r o m a v e r s i o n t o 

v i o l e n c e , d a n g e r , and h a r m . H e p r e f e r s a p r e d i c t a b l e e n v i r o n m e n t 

t o one t h a t i s p l a g u e d w i t h u n p r e d i c t a b l e e v e n t s . H i s i m a g e s of t e r m s 

s u c h a s c o m m u n i s m o r c a p i t a l i s m a r e r e s u l t s of h i s b a c k g r o u n d a n d 

a t t i t u d e s t r u c t u r e a n d w i l l d e t e r m i n e t h e c o u r s e of f u t u r e a c t i o n he w i l l 

t a k e t o w a r d s u c h s y s t e m s . 

He a l s o h a s a n i m a g e of t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . F r o m e a r l y 

s c h o o l i n g h e h a s a g e n e r a l k n o w l e d g e of b a s i c g o v e r n m e n t c o n c e p t s 

s u c h a s A m e r i c a ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e , t h e t w o - p a r t y s y s t e m , a n d t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t b o d i . e s ( e x e c u t i v e , l e g i s l a t i v e , a n d j u d i c i a l b r a n c h e s ) . 

B e c a u s e h i s o v e r a l l k n o w l e d g e i s l i m i t e d , he f o r m s s y m b o l i c i m a g e s 

3 6 

w h i c h b e c o m e i n d e x e s of c o m p l e x r o l e a n d s t r u c t u r e i m a g e s . T h e s e 

s y m b o l i c i m a g e s a r e of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e to t h e i n d i v i d u a l v o t e r and 

t h e p u b l i c a t l a r g e , f o r t h e y a r e p i c t u r e s of p o l i t i c a l l i f e , e s p e c i a l l y 

of n a t i o n a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . F o r i n s t a n c e , w e t e n d t o t h i n k 
o L 

B o u l d i n g , T h e I m a g e , p . 109. 
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of the Uni ted S t a t e s a s " U n c l e S a m , " of E n g l a n d a s " J o h n Bul l , " 

o r of R u s s i a a s " a p e r f o r m i n g b e a r . " T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l i m a g e s of 

t h e p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s in the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

The R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y i s c o n c e i v e d a s an e l e p h a n t , r a t h e r old, 
r a t h e r d i g n i f i e d , a l i t t l e s low, no t p e r h a p s t e r r i b l y b r i g h t , but 
w i th a g r e a t d e a l of w i s d o m , h a r d w o r k i n g , f u l l of i n t e g r i t y , 
r a t h e r c o n s e r v a t i v e , a l i t t l e i s o l a t e d f r o m the w o r l d a r o u n d 
h im (and) p a t i e n t . . . . The D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y i s though t of a s 
a donkey , a c t i v e , a g i l e , c l e v e r , a l i t t l e u n s u r e of h i m s e l f , a 
bi t of an u p s t a r t , qu ick , s e n s i t i v e , a l i t t l e v u l g a r and c h e e r -
fu l ly a b s u r d . T h e i m a g e s a r e r e i t e r a t e d by c a r t o o n s and have 
b e e n of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e in e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e . 

The s y m b o l i c i m a g e i s n e c e s s a r y b e c a u s e t h e h u m a n i m a g i n a t i o n 

c a n b e a r l i m i t e d a m o u n t s of c o m p l e x i t y . W h e n i n f o r m a t i o n b e c o m e s 

i n t o l e r a b l e it i s t r a n s l a t e d in to s y m b o l i c i m a g e s . " T h e i n s t a b i l i t y of 

vo t ing b e h a v i o r i s a r e s u l t of the c o m p l e x i t y of the d e t a i l e d i m a g e 

wh ich i s s u m m a r i z e d in the s y m b o l . S m a l l c h a n g e s in o u r d e t a i l e d 

v a l u a t i o n s m a y m a k e a l l the d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n p r e f e r r i n g one s y m b o l 

38 

and preferring another. 

Finally, the voter has an image of the politician. His picture 

is created from all the past and present information he has about the 

man. This current image allows him to formulate a future picture that 

he considers true. If his attitudes align with the image, he will accept, 

at least partially, the candidate. If not, the man and his beliefs will 

be rejected. The candidate1 s personal and ideological images must be 

positively projected for greater public acceptance and attitude change. 

Technically, this projection is carried out today with the help of the 

mass media. 

3 7 I b i d . , p. 111. 3 8 I b i d . , pp. 111-112. 
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T h i s s e c t i o n h a s e x a m i n e d s e v e r a l a s p e c t s of i n d i v i d u a l d i v e r s i -

f i ed a t t i t u d e s and vo t ing b e h a v i o r . An i m a g e o r a t t i t u d e b e c o m e s pub l i c 

when it i s s h a r e d by t h e pub l i c , and a s i n d i v i d u a l a t t i t u d e s c a n b e 

i n f e r r e d f r o m b e h a v i o r and e x a m i n e d by r e s p o n s e to c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 

so c a n pub l i c a t t i t u d e s be i n f e r r e d and i n v e s t i g a t e d . T h e y a r e i n d i -

c a t o r s of e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s , t h e r e f o r e , p o l i t i c i a n s w a t c h t h e m c a r e f u l l y 

d u r i n g e l e c t i o n c a m p a i g n s . The f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n d i s c u s s e s d e t e r m i n e r s 

of t h i s inf luent ia l ! pub l i c vo t ing b e h a v i o r . 

D e t e r m i n e r of P u b l i c Vot ing B e h a v i o r 

In v i e w i n g vot ing b e h a v i o r it i s o f t e n c o n v e n i e n t to d i v i d e p e o p l e 

in to l i b e r a l and c o n s e r v a t i v e c a t e g o r i e s . T h i s c a n be m i s l e a d i n g ^ h o w -

e v e r , e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e u n c o m m i t t e d who do not d iv ide t h e i r o p i n i o n s 

in to a g r e e m e n t with or oppos i t ion to t he i s s u e s . In r e a l i t y , the l i b e r a l -

c o n s e r v a t i v e c l e a v a g e is in v a r y i n g d e g r e e s and the r e a l d i f f e r e n c e 

b e t w e e n t h e m m a y l i e in s h a d e s of g r e y i n s t e a d of b l a c k o r w h i t e . At 

the c o n s e r v a t i v e end of the c o n t i n u u m a r e t h o s e who m a y a g r e e , and 

s u p p o r t a l l o r m o s t m e a s u r e s wi th a ' C o n s e r v a t i v e ' 1 t e n d e n c y , wh i l e 

t h o s e a t t h e o p p o s i t e end a r e un i t ed in s u p p o r t of a l l o r m o s t l i b e r a l 

c a u s e s . B e t w e e n the two e x t r e m e s a r e the v o t e r s w i th m i x e d opinions^ 

who s u p p o r t c o n s e r v a t i v e v i e w s on s o m e m e a s u r e s and l i b e r a l v i e w s on 

o t h e r s . A s i t w a s no t ed in the s p a c e d i m e n s i o n of t h e i m a g e , the v o t e r ' s 

p e r c e p t i o n of the c a n d i d a t e s 1 s t a n d s on i s s u e s i s a f f e c t e d by h i s own 

p o s i t i o n . T h e v o t e r is ab l e to i n c r e a s e t h e c o n s i s t e n c y of h i s own 

p o s i t i o n by p e r c e i v i n g h i s c and ida t e*s s t a n d a s s i m i l a r to h i s own and 

the o p p o n e n t ' s s t a n d a s d i s s i m i l a r . 
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F o r e x a m p l e , in t h e 1948 p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n , t h e R e p u b l i c a n s 

w h o f a v o r e d p r i c e c o n t r o l p e r c e i v e d D e w e y a s f a v o r i n g p r i c e c o n t r o l 

(70 p e r c e n t ) , and f e w w h o o p p o s e d p r i c e c o n t r o l p e r c e i v e d D e w e y a s 

f a v o r i n g i t (14 p e r c e n t ) . T h e R e p u b l i c a n s w h o w e r e a g a i n s t c o n t r o l s 

39 

p e r c e i v e d T r u m a n a s f a v o r i n g t h e m m o r e t h a n t h e R e p u b l i c a n s d i d . 

W h e n v o t e r s a r e in d i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h i n t h e i r own p a r t y , t h e 

e g o - i n v o l v e d R e p u b l i c a n s a n d D e m o c r a t s i m a g i n e t h e i r c a n d i d a t e ' s 

s t a n d on t h e i s s u e s in h a r m o n y w i t h t h e i r own s t a n d . W h e n t h e y d i s -

a g r e e w i t h t h e o p p o s i t i o n c a n d i d a t e , t h e e g o - i n v o l v e d a r e q u i c k e s t t o 

p e r c e i v e t h e d i s a g r e e m e n t . A s B e r e l s o n , L a z a r s f e l d and M c P h e e 

p o i n t ou t , n t h e s t r o n g e r t h e p a r t i s a n s h i p , t he g r e a t e r t h e ( m i s ) p e r -

c e p t i o n of a g r e e m e n t w i t h o n e ' s o w n s i d e a n d t h e l e s s t h e ( m i s ) p e r -

c e p t i o n of a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e o p p o s i t i o n . P r e s u m a b l y , m i s p e r c e p t i o n 
40 

m a k e s f o r p a r t i s a n s h i p , a n d t h e r e v e r s e . M T h e s t r o n g e s t s u p p o r t e r s 

of a c a n d i d a t e , t h e o n e s m o s t i n t e r e s t e d in a n d a c t i v e f o r h i s e l e c t i o n , 

u s u a l l y t a k e t h e l e a s t e q u i v o c a l p o s i t i o n on t h e i r p a r t y i s s u e s . T h o s e 

w h o f a v o r t h e p a r t y p o s i t i o n g e n e r a l l y s u p p o r t t h e c a n d i d a t e s t r o n g l y . 

T h e m o r e i n t e n s e l y a v o t e r h o l d s a n e g o - i n v o l v e d p o s i t i o n d u r i n g t h e 

c a m p a i g n , t h e m o r e l i k e l y h e i s t o s e e a f a v o r a b l e p o l i t i c a l e n v i r o n -

m e n t c o n f o r m i n g t o h i s own b e l i e f s . H i s i m a g e d i s c o u n t s u n c o n g e n i a l 

a n d c o n t r a d i c t o r y e v e n t s o r p o i n t s of view, and m a k e s l e s s l i k e l y a 

r e v i s i o n of h i s o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n . T h i s p a r t i s a n - m o t i v a t e d " i m a g e 1 1 

p e r c e p t i o n i n c r e a s e s t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e p a r t i e s . T h e h i g h l y 

m o t i v a t e d R e p u b l i c a n s and D e m o c r a t s a r e f a r t h e r a p a r t in t h e i r i m a g e s 

of p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s t h a n t h o s e who a r e u n m o t i v a t e d . 
39 40 

B e r e l s o n , L a z a r s f e l d a n d M c P h e e , pp . 2 1 5 - 2 3 3 . I b id . 
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A s p r e v i o u s l y m e n t i o n e d , the i m a g e r o l e in p o l i t i c s i s v i e w e d 

a s a d e t e r m i n e r of i n d i v i d u a l vot ing b e h a v i o r and a d e t e r m i n e r of 

pub l i c vot ing b e h a v i o r . In o r d e r to c l a r i f y p e r c e p t i o n and i m a g e r o l e in 

vo t ing b e h a v i o r , a d e q u a t e c o m m u n i c a t i o n e x p o s u r e i s n e c e s s a r y ^ and i s 

d i s c u s s e d in the fo l lowing s e c t i o n on c r e a t i o n of n t h e i m a g e . M 

C r e a t i o n of " T h e Image 1 1 

Only a s m a l l p a r t of t h e v o t e r ' s i m a g e of the w o r l d a t e l e c t i o n 

t i m e i s r e a l l y of h i s own m a k i n g . The o r i g i n a l i m a g e w a s f a in t and 

p e r h a p s s h a p e l e s s , bu t f i n a l l y evo lved in to a s t r o n g e r and m o r e d e -

f i n i t e p i c t u r e . T h i s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of the pub l i c i m a g e r e s u l t e d f r o m 

a l l i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d by the v o t e r . T h i s s e c t i o n d i s c u s s e s the 

c r e a t i o n and evo lu t ion of 11the i m a g e . M 

F e w v o t e r s c a n o b s e r v e , f i rs t ; hand , the s e q u e n c e of a c t s t h a t 

c o m p r i s e e v e n the s m a l l e s t s e g m e n t s of the p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s . A s 

W a l t e r Lippmanr t once s a i d , f !. . . t he w o r l d tha t w e have to d e a l w i th 

p o l i t i c a l l y i s out of r e a c h , out of s igh t , out of m i n d , i t h a s to be 

41 

e x p l o r e d , r e p o r t e d , and i m a g i n e d . 11 T h e r e f o r e , m a n m u s t d e p e n d 

upon and t r u s t a c o m m u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m w h i c h w i l l r e v e a l and c l a r i f i e s 

f o r h i m p o r t i o n s of t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e . Wi thou t a c a p a b l e n e t w o r k t o 

e n l a r g e and m a g n i f y c a n d i d a t e s a n d t h e i r s p e e c h , it would be i m p o s s i b l e 

f o r p o l i t i c s to s p a n and i n f l u e n c e o u r n a t i o n and w o r l d . T h i s c o m m u n i -

c a t i o n p r o c e s s a l s o p r o v i d e s r a t i o n a l i t y f o r m a s s p o l i t i c s . 
A p e o p l e c a n s e n s i b l y d e b a t e t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n s only if t h e y 
s h a r e a c o m m o n fund of k n o w l e d g e and i n f o r m a t i o n . And on ly if 
they have s o m e m i n i m u m a p p r e c i a t i o n of how o t h e r s h a v e b e e n 

41 
L i p p m a n n , p. 29. 
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i n f o r m e d about the s t a t e of a f f a i r s c a n c i t i z e n s d e c i d e upon 
t h e w i s d o m and t h e va l i d i t y of the r e a s o n i n g beh ind t h e a c t i o n s 
of t h e i r l e a d e r s . 

P o l i t i c a l o r a t o r s have c o n s i s t e n t l y u s e d t h e m a s s m e d i a f o r 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n p r o c e s s e s . T h e i r r o l e s a s a r t i c u l a t o r s of a c o l l e c t i v e 

i d e n t i t y and a s c h a m p i o n s of s p e c i f i c i n t e r e s t s a r e c o n d i t i o n e d and 

l i m i t e d by the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s m e d i a a v a i l a b l e to t h e m . No p o l i t i c i a n 

c a n r i s e above r e s t r i c t i o n s se t by s p e c i f i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n n e t w o r k s to 

w h i c h he h a s a c c e s s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e y have a d o p t e d d i f f e r e n t m e a n s 

of c o m m u n i c a t i n g wi th e a c h c h a n g e in t e c h n o l o g y . A l l t h e s e c h a n g e s 

have c o n t r i b u t e d to c h a n g e s in t h e f f publ i c i m a g e " of t h e p o l i t i c i a n and 

43 

t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s . 

Inven t ion of the p r i n t i n g p r e s s c r e a t e d a new e n v i r o n m e n t , and 

m a n cou ld sudden ly r e a d and th ink in i s o l a t i o n . " I n d i v i d u a l i s m w a s 

b o r n , ff s t a t e s M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n , f , and it b e c a m e p o s s i b l e t o s e p a r a t e 

thought f r o m ac t i on , P o l i t i c a l l y , the newly d i s c o v e r e d p r i v a c y of t h e 
44 

r e a d e r m a d e a po in t of v iew p o s s i b l e . M 

The r a d i o epoch w a s the nex t c o m m u n i c a t i o n r e v o l u t i o n , and it 

b e c a m e a n a t i o n - b u i l d e r , fo r it c o m m u n i c a t e d the s p i r i t of n a t i o n a l 

un i ty i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y . R a d i o we lded a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y s y s t e m in to a 

n a t i o n a l m a c h i n e for F r a n k l i n R o o s e v e l t . His c o a l i t i o n w a s c o m p o s e d 

of t h e t r a d i t i o n a l D e m o c r a t i c South, f a r m e r s , l a b o r e r s , and e thn ic 
42 

L u c i a n W. P y e , e d i t o r , C o m m u n i c a t i o n s and P o l i t i c a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t ( P r i n c e t o n , 1963), p. 57 

^ I b i d . , p. 58. 

44 
" T h e M e s s a g e of M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n , 11 N e w s w e e k , LXX 

( M a r c h 6, 1967), 55. 
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m i n o r i t i e s . The P r e s i d e n t c o m m u n i c a t e d d i r e c t l y wi th t h e na t ion in 

b y - p a s s i n g a h o s t i l e p r e s s , l o c a l n e w s p a p e r s , and o f t e n o b s t r u c t i o n i s t 

C o n g r e s s and by hav ing , f F i r e s i d e C h a t s ' 1 in h o m e s of a v e r a g e v o t e r s . 

T h e nex t c o m m u n i c a t i o n r e v o l u t i o n b e g a n in 1952 wi th the f i r s t 

n a t i o n a l t e l e v i s i o n c a m p a i g n . The c o m m u n i c a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s w e r e 

p l a n n e d and c a r r i e d out by , ! M a d i s o n Avenue1 1 i m a g e m a n i p u l a t o r s 

and cu t a c r o s s t r a d i t i o n a l p a r t y lines., s t r e s s i n g t h e c a n d i d a t e ' s p e r s o n -

a l i t y . T h i s w a s the beg inn ing of the new e l e c t r i c a l m e d i a t r a n s m i s s i o n 

t h a t would soon n a t i o n a l i z e c a m p a i g n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and d e c l a r e t h e 

m a s s - m e d i a - b u i l t n p u b l i c image 1 1 i m p o r t a n t . 

N a t u r e of C u r r e n t C o m m u n i c a t i o n M e d i a 

We s h a p e ou r t o o l s and t h e r e a f t e r t hey s h a p e u s . S i n c e o u r 
t o o l s a r e e x t e n s i o n s of our s e n s e s , t hey s h a p e the w a y we 
e x p e r i e n c e r e a l i t y . 

P o l i t i c a l l i f e in A m e r i c a i s u n d e r g o i n g a f u n d a m e n t a l c h a n g e , 

p r i m a r i l y b e c a u s e of c h a n g e s in the m e a n s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n . M a r s h a l l 

M c L u h a n , an i n t e r p r e t e r of h u m a n c o m m u n i c a t i o n , i s p e r h a p s b e s t 

known f o r h i s books , Under s t and ing M e d i a and T h e M e d i u m i s t h e 

46 

M a s s a g e , in wh ich he bu i ld s t h r e e m a i n t h e s e s . The f i r s t s t a t e s 

t h a t the m e d i a of c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r e e x t e n s i o n s of the h u m a n p e r s o n -

a l i t y . J u s t a s t h e t oo l w a s a n e x t e n s i o n of the hand and t h e a u t o m o b i l e 

45 
J o h n Culk in , S. J . , n A H a n d f u l of P o s t u l a t e s , 11 M c L u h a n : 

Hot and Cool , ed i t ed by G e r a l d E m a n u e l S t e a r n (New Y o r k , 1967), 
p. 52. 

4 6 
S e e M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n , U n d e r s t and ing M e d i a : T h e E x t e n s i o n s 

of Man , New York , M c G r a w - H i l l Book Co. , 1965. A l s o M c L u h a n a n d 
Quen t in F i o r e , The M e d i u m i s the M a s s a g e , New Y o r k , B a n t a m Books , 
1967. " 
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an e x t e n s i o n of the foot , so a r e e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a an e x t e n s i o n of o u r 

n e r v o u s s y s t e m . 

The s e c o n d d i v i d e s m e d i a in to n hot , f and n c o o l . n T h e hot 

m e d i a c o n v e y d i r e c t i n f o r m a t i o n to an i n d i v i d u a l wi th h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

at a low l eve l . The p r o c e s s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi th a c o o l m e d i u m 

i n v o l v e s e x t e n s i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the r e c i p i e n t . P r i n t and r a d i o a r e 

hot m e d i a , f o r the p r i n t e d p a g e and b r o a d c a s t e d sound p r o j e c t p l e n t y 

of i n f o r m a t i o n and r e q u i r e l e s s i n v o l v e m e n t of the r e c e i v e r . T e l e v i s i o n 

i s a coo l , l o w - d e f i n i t i o n m e d i u m tha t p r o v i d e s a m i n i m u m of i n f o r m a t i o n 

and r e q u i r e s high p a r t i c i p a t i o n and i n v o l v e m e n t . A l though t e l e v i s i o n 

h a s p r o m p t e d the c r e a t i o n of m a n y " i m a g e s 1 1 i t c anno t in i t s e l f 

" c r e a t e " a p e r s o n a l i t y . The i m a g e of the e x i s t i n g p e r s o n a l i t y i s g iven 

a w i d e r a u d i e n c e o r an e n l a r g e d m e e t i n g p l a c e w h e r e he c a n a p p e a r 

b e f o r e the v o t e r . 

T h e t h i r d p r i n c i p l e s a y s t ha t the m e d i u m is t h e m e s s a g e . M c L u h a n 

m e a n s t ha t t h e m e d i u m , by i t s e l f , d o e s s o m e t h i n g to an i n d i v i d u a l a p a r t 

f r o m wha t the m e s s a g e i s ab l e to do. E l e c t r o n i c m e d i a have b r o u g h t 

a m a s s i v e c h a n g e to our s o c i e t y , m u c h m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n any 

m e s s a g e t h e y have t r a n s m i t t e d . At one po in t in t i m e P a u l R e v e r e had 

to r i d e t h r o u g h e v e r y M i d d l e s e x v i l l age and town. T o d a y he would not 

have to r i d e ; he could s t and in f r o n t of a t e l e v i s i o n c a m e r a and 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y be in e v e r y v i l l a g e and town. T o d a y t h e r e i s no 

s e q u e n c e , no t ak ing of the n e w s f r o m p l a c e to p l a c e . The w o r l d i s 

z o o m i n g by in f r o n t of the na t ion 1 s e y e s , and the pub l i c i s t h e r e r e a c h -

ing out , t o u c h i n g it , p a r t i c i p a t i n g , and c o n s t a n t l y bu i ld ing i m a g e s . 
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A s M c L u h a n s a y s , f f T h e V i e t - N a m W a r i s t h e f i r s t w o r l d w a r e v e r 

f o u g h t on A m e r i c a n s o i l . T h a n k s t o T V , p a r e n t s h a v e s e e n t h e i r s o n s 

47 

k i l l e d o n t h e s e v e n - o ! c l o c k n e w s . " O n e r e a s o n t o d a y 1 s g e n e r a t i o n i s 

t h e " N o w G e n e r a t i o n 1 1 i s t h a t t h e e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a p u t u s i n t h e 

m i d d l e of e v e n t s i n s t a n t e o u s l y . K n o w i n g t h e n a t u r e of t o d a y 1 s m e d i a 

p r o m p t s o n e t o a s k w i t h f e a r , a p p r e h e n s i o n , a n d e x p e c t a n c y , " W h a t 

i s t h e e f f e c t of s u c h p o w e r f u l m e d i a ? " 

T h e E f f e c t of M e d i a 

M a n i s l i v i n g in a n e n v i r o n m e n t of a c c e l e r a t e d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

c h a n g e s , a n d he d o e s n o t r e a l i z e h i s " i n v o l v e m e n t " w i t h t h e m e d i a . 

A s J o h n M . C u l k i n , M c L u h a n ' s peer> w r o t e , " T h e e n v i r o n m e n t s s e t 

u p by d i f f e r e n t m e d i a a r e n o t j u s t c o n t a i n e r s f o r p e o p l e , t h e y a r e 

4 8 

p r o c e s s e s w h i c h s h a p e p e o p l e . " 

T h e n e w E l e c t r i c A g e , w i t h i t s m e d i a p e n e t r a t i o n a n d w i d e 

g e o g r a p h i c d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d i m p a c t # h a s p r o v i d e d a n e w , d i r e c t , a n d 

s e n s i t i v e l i n k b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c i a n a n d t h e p u b l i c . A c a n d i d a t e g e n e r -

a l l y u s e s t h e m a s s m e d i a t o e s t a b l i s h a " p u b l i c i m a g e " by a p p e a r i n g 

o n T V a n d r a d i o , o r by m a k i n g n e w s a n d b u y i n g a d v e r t i s i n g s p a c e i n 

n e w s p a p e r s . 

N e w s p a p e r s i n t h e p a s t h a v e b e e n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m e d i u m f o r 

c o n v e y i n g p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n , i n f o r m a t i o n , a n d i m a g e s t o v o t e r s , b u t i n 

t h e 1960 !S a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e 1968 c a m p a i g n , t h e y c o u l d b e t e r m e d 

47 
M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n , " T h e R e v e r s a l of t h e O v e r h e a t e d I m a g e , " 

P l a y b o y , XV ( D e c e m b e r , 1968), p . 134. 
4 8 

J o h n M . C u l k i n , " A S c h o o l m a n ' s G u i d e t o M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n , " 
S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , L ( M a r c h 18, 1967), p . 51. 
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s e c o n d a r y b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e i m a g e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t e l e v i s i o n and 

n e w s p a p e r m e d i a . W h e r e a c a n d i d a t e ' s t e l e v i s i o n i m a g e s e e m s l a r g e l y 

to be a p p e a r a n c e , d e m e a n o r , and s ty l e of p r e s e n t a t i o n , t h e n e w s p a p e r 

i m a g e i s c o n v e y e d by d e s c r i p t i o n s of a c a n d i d a t e ' s r e p u t a t i o n and h i s 

p o s i t i o n on i s s u e s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e y m u s t be c r e a t e d in the r e a d e r ' s 

m i n d f s eye a f t e r c o n s i d e r i n g the p u b l i s h e d d e s c r i p t i o n , w h e r e a s t h e 

49 

t e l e v i s i o n i m a g e i s p e r c e i v e d d i r e c t l y . 

T h e r e i s a l s o a p r o b l e m in whom the i m a g e r e a c h e s . A l l p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t y s u p p o r t e r s and non- s u p p o r t e r s a r e e x p o s e d to a c a n d i d a t e u n e x p e c -

t e d l y by t e l e v i s i o n n e w s c a s t s , o r u n a v o i d a b l y by f a c e - t o - f a c e spo t 

a n n o u n c e m e n t s , but the n e w s p a p e r image^ wh ich i s o f t e n b i a s e d , t e n d s t o 

r e a c h s e l f - s e g r e g a t e d c o m m u n i t i e s of r e a d e r s who have j o u r n a l i s t i c 
i d e n t i t i e s which a t t r a c t t h e m to the e d i t o r i a l v i e w s of one p a p e r o v e r 

5 0 

a n o t h e r . 

Wi th r a d i o ^ w e l l - d e f i n e d s o u n d s s a t i s f y t h e e a r but a l s o r e q u i r e 

v i s u a l p i c t u r e s to be i m a g i n e d ; h o w e v e r , r a d i o spo t a n n o u n c e m e n t s , 

u s u a l l y i n e x p e n s i v e , r e u s a b l e , and e f f e c t i v e w i th a good s c r i p t a n d 

p l e a s i n g vo i ce , a r e o f t e n u s e d , e s p e c i a l l y by s t a t e and l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n s . 

T e l e v i s i o n r e q u i r e s d i f f e r e n t i n v o l v e m e n t . In 1962 it w a s e s t i -

m a t e d t ha t n ine of e v e r y t e n h o m e s in the Un i t ed S t a t e s had a t e l e v i s i o n 
51 

s e t , and t h e a v e r a g e d a i l y v iewing t i m e w a s f ive h o u r s . T h i s t i m e 

h a s g r o w n even h i g h e r in s e v e n y e a r s . T e l e v i s i o n h a s c o n t r i b u t e d to 

i m a g e m a k i n g by i t s a b i l i t y to c o m m u n i c a t e q u a l i t i e s of t h e p e r s o n it 
49 

Gene Wyekof f , The I m a g e C a n d i d a t e s (New Y o r k , 1968), pp. 9 3 - 9 6 . 
5 ° I b i d . , p. 101. 

51 
D a n i e l M. Ogden and A r t h u r L. P e t e r s o n , E l e c t i n g t h e 

P r e s i d e n t {San F r a n c i s c o , 1968), p. 193. 
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s h o w s , i n d e p e n d e n t l y of h i s v e r b a l m e s s a g e o r s i t u a t i o n in w h i c h he i s 

p i c t u r e d . The m i d d l e m a n b e t w e e n t h e v i e w e r and p o l i t i c i a n h a s b e e n 

e l i m i n a t e d , and t h e v o t e r f e e l s he " g e t s to know11 t h e c a n d i d a t e s who 

c o m e a l i v e in h i s l iv ing r o o m . He m e e t s t h e m , r e s p o n d s to t h e m , 

j u d g e s t h e m in the s a m e way he j u d g e s p e o p l e in e v e r y d a y s i t u a t i o n s , 

52 

and t h e n d r a w s " i m a g e s " abou t t h e m . 

The c a p a c i t y of t e l e v i s i o n to t r a n s m i t a c a n d i d a t e o r i s s u e s in to 

d i v e r s e r e g i o n s h a s he lped un i fy A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c s . T h e m e d i a c o v e r -

a g e of c i v i l r i g h t s b a t t l e s in t h e South h e l p e d s y n t h e s i z e the n a t i o n a l 

c o n s c i e n c e beh ind C o n g r e s s i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n ; h o w e v e r , t he o p p o s i t e 

e f f e c t h a s a l s o o c c u r r e d w h e n o n - t h e - s p o t c o v e r a g e of r a c e r i o t s has 

w o r s e n e d t h e l o c a l s i t u a t i o n and d i s t o r t e d the n a t i o n a l r e a c t i o n . 
53 

T e l e v i s i o n , l ike m a n , h a s d u a l a b i l i t i e s to bui ld and d e m o l i s h . 

T h e i n f l u e n c e of t e l e v i s i o n and the i m p o r t a n c e of i m a g e m a k i n g 

have m a d e an i m p a c t on c a m p a i g n c o m m u n i c a t i o n . Some e x p e r t s f e e l 

t h e y m o d i f i e d o u r e x i s t i n g p a r t y s t r u c t u r e s . As H a r v e y W h e e l e r 

s t a t e s in the N o v e m b e r 2, 1968, S a t u r d a y Rev i ew: 
M a s s m e d i a a r e m a k i n g the e x i s t i n g p a r t y s t r u c t u r e 
o b s o l e t e and g iv ing r i s e to a p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m b a s e d 
on p e r s o n a l i t y , " f l y ing c a d r e s of m e d i a e x p e r t s , " and 
a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , an e l e c t o r a l c o a l i t i o n r e p r e s e n t i n g 
new c o n s t i t u e n c i e s in A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . ^ 

52 
P e n n K i m b a l l , Bobby K e n n e d y and the New P o l i t i c s 

(Eng lewood C l i f f s , 1968), pp. 15-16. ~ 

5 3 I b i d . , p. 19. 

54 
H a r v e y W h e e l e r , " T h e End of the Two P a r t y S y s t e m , " 

S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , LI ( N o v e m b e r 2, 1968), p. 19. 
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M c L u h a n s t a t e s a s t r o n g e r c l a i m by s a y i n g , f l . . . t he p a r t y 

s y s t e m h a s fo lded l ike the o r g a n i z a t i o n c h a r t . P o l i c i e s and i s s u e s 

a r e u s e l e s s f o r e l e c t i o n p u r p o s e s , s i n c e t h e y a r e too s p e c i a l i z e d and 

too hot . The s h a p i n g of t he c a n d i d a t e ! s i n t e g r a l i m a g e has t a k e n the 

55 

p l a c e of d i s c u s s i n g c o n f l i c t i n g p o i n t s of v iew. M The c o o l m e d i u m of 

t e l e v i s i o n d o e s not c a p a c i t a t e a hot even t l ike the V i e t n a m w a r o r the 

C h i c a g o D e m o c r a t i c conven t ion . In t h e hot even t e v e r y t h i n g i s t a k i n g 

p l a c e , and the v i e w e r of a coo l m e d i u m i s u n a b l e to p a r t i c i p a t e . 

P e n n K i m b a l l a l s o b e l i e v e s the old p a r t y s t r u c t u r e i s b e i n g 

r e p l a c e d . In h i s book, Bobby K e n n e d y and T h e New P o l i t i c s , h e w r i t e s : 
The p a s s i v i t y of t e l e v i s i o n w a t c h e r s and the i l l u s i o n of 
e x p e r i e n c e have v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d a l l t h e old d e v i c e s f o r 
a c t i v a t i n g d i r e c t p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n by c i t i z e n s . P o l i t i c a l 
m e e t i n g s a n d r a l l i e s a r e h a r d e r and h a r d e r to m o u n t . T h e 
t e l e p h o n e c a n v a s s of vot ing l i s t s , o r g a n i z e d by c o m p u t e r s 
a c c o r d i n g to n e i g h b o r h o o d s , p a r t y a f f i l i a t i o n s and e thn ic 
b a c k g r o u n d s , has b e e n s u b s t i t u t e d f o r p e r s o n a l c a l l s by 
b lock c a p t a i n s . V o t e r s a r e a s k e d to d i a l a n u m b e r to h e a r 
a c a n d i d a t e 1 s c anned a n s w e r s to t h e i r q u e s t i o n s on i s s u e s . 
The New P o l i t i c s i s bui l t m o r e and m o r e a r o u n d t h e c o m m u n i -
c a t i o n s d e v i c e and l e s s and l e s s a r o u n d p e r s o n to p e r s o n c o n t a c t . 
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The "New P o l i t i c s " . - - T h o s e who b e l i e v e in the , f New Po l i t i c s 1 1 

f e e l t e l e v i s i o n and po l l i ng e f f e c t s have h a s t e n e d the d i s s o l u t i o n of 

^ M c L u h a n , n T h e R e v e r s a l , 1 1 p. 134. ^ K i m b a l l , pp. 20-21. 

57 
T h e r e ha s b e e n c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s a g r e e m e n t o v e r the d e f i n i t i o n 

of t h i s t e r m . F o r s o m e t h e New P o l i t i c s m e a n t t h e p o l i t i c s of o r d i n a r y 
p e o p l e who w e r e fed up wi th the s u p e r f i c i a l and h y p o c r i t i c a l p o l i t i c s of 
the two m a j o r p a r t i e s . But t h i s w a s only a m o o d o r a c a u s e and not a 
p o l i t i c a l t e c h n i q u e . K i m b a l l a t t e m p t e d a d e f i n i t i o n in h i s book. t f T h e 
'New P o l i t i c s 1 r e f e r s to the c o n t e m p o r a r y c o n t e s t f o r p o l i t i c a l p o w e r 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by p r i m a r y r e l i a n c e on p e r s o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s in p r e f e r -
e n c e to p a r t y m a c h i n e r y , e m p h a s i s on c o n s o l i d a t i n g v o t e r s r a t h e r t h a n 
on d iv id ing t h e m a long t r a d i t i o n a l l i n e s of c l a s s o r r e g i o n , p r o j e c t i o n 
of p o l i t i c a l s t y l e above i s s u e s and e x p l a n a t i o n of the fu l l r a n g e o r 
m o d e r n t e c h n i q u e s f o r m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 11 K i m b a l l , pp. 1 -2 . 
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t r a d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s of A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c s . F o r the p a s t c e n t u r y a 

g r o u p of i n s t i t u t i o n s have b e e n m e d i a t o r s b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c i a n and v o t e r . 

T h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , and the e thn ic g r o u p 

w a s to i n t e r p r e t t h e i s s u e s to s u p p o r t e r s and r a l l y t h e s e p e o p l e t h r o u g h 

t h e c a m p a i g n . T o d a y t h e s e m e d i a t o r f u n c t i o n s a r e a c c o m p l i s h e d by 

the m a s s m e d i a , and the p o l i t i c i a n g o e s s t r a i g h t to t h e p u b l i c . 

The a u d i e n c e of t he e l e c t r o n i c a l m e d i a i s beg inn ing to r e g a r d 

t h e old p o l i t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t wi th c o n t e m p t and r e s p o n d s to a l m o s t 

any c a n d i d a t e who s e t s h i m s e l f a g a i n s t the p a s t . A s A r t h u r S c h l e s i n g e r 

J r . , w r o t e in an a r t i c l e f o r P l a y b o y , J a n u a r y 1969: 

The n 0 1 d P o l i t i c s , f i s b e c o m i n g a s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g m y t h --a 
m y t h kep t a l ive by the p o l i t i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a l s , who have a 
v e s t e d i n t e r e s t in i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n , and by n e w s p a p e r m e n , 
who spend m o s t of t h e i r t i m e i n t e r v i e w i n g p o l i t i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a l s * 
T h e p e o p l e have m e a n w h i l e s t r u c k out on t h e i r own. T h e y 
b a s e t h e i r j u d g m e n t s e a c h even ing on W a l t e r C r o n k i t e and 
David Br ink l eyand r e g i s t e r t h e i r v i ews e a c h w e e k t h r o u g h 
L o u i s H a r r i s and G e o r g e Gal lup . T h e y r e g a r d t h e old p o l i t i c a l 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t wi th c o n t e m p t and r e s p o n d to any c a n d i d a t e who 
s e t s h i m s e l f a g a i n s t t he old f a c e s . T h e a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
c a n d i d a t e s a p p e a l above a l l to the s t u d e n t s , who t h u s f a r h a v e 
b e e n t h e only ones to d e v e l o p m o d e s of o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t w i l l 
w o r k in t h e e l e c t r o n i c age . In s h o r t , t he old, s l o w - m o t i o n 
b r o k e r p o l i t i c s i s now giving w a y to the p o l i t i c s of i n s t a n t a n e o u s 
m a s s p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

T h e " N e w Po l i t i c s 1 1 h e l p e d to d e f e a t m a n y of the old and w o r t h y 

p o l i t i c i a n s s u c h a s G o v e r n o r P a t B r o w n of C a l i f o r n i a , S e n a t o r P a u l 

D o u g l a s in I l l i n o i s , S e n a t o r Kenne th K e a t i n g of New Y o r k , P r e s i d e n t 

Lyndon B. J o h n s o n , and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t H u b e r t H u m p h r e y . 

L a b e l s l ike " c o n s e r v a t i v e 1 1 and " l i b e r a l " h a v e f a l l e n in to 

q u e s t i o n , and p a r t y h e a d s now u r g e both c o n s e r v a t i v e s and l i b e r a l s t o 

58 
A r t h u r S c h e s i n g e r J r . , " T h e S t a t e s m a n , " P l a y b o y , XVI 

( J a n u a r y , 1969), p. 242. 
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j o in t h e r a n k s of m o d e r a t i o n . Bo th B a r r y G o l d w a t e r and N e l s o n 

R o c k e f e l l e r h a v e b e e n c r i t i c i z e d by the R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y f o r be ing too 

" e x t r e m e . n T h i s ha s a l s o b e e n the c r y of s o m e D e m o c r a t s , l e v e l e d 

at both S o u t h e r n s e g r e g a t i o n i s t s and N o r t h e r n i n t e g r a t i o n i s t s . A s 

Gene Wyckoff s t a t e s in The I m a g e C a n d i d a t e s , H . . . it i s now c o m m o n 

c a m p a i g n p r a c t i c e f o r c a n d i d a t e s to subdue t h e i r p a r t y i d e n t i t y so t h a t 

v o t e r s w i l l be l e s s p r o n e to th ink in t e r m s of t h e ! D e m o c r a t i c c a n d i d a t e 1 

5 9 

o r t h e ' R e p u b l i c a n . 1 n 

F o r s e v e r a l r e a s o n s t he i n f l u e n c e of i s s u e s on e l e c t i o n o u t c o m e s 

s e e m s t o be d e c l i n i n g . (1) P o l i t i c a l q u e s t i o n s a r e b e c o m i n g too c o m p l e x 

f o r r e a d y s t a t e m e n t s , and f o r m e r p h i l o s o p h i e s and c l i c h e s no l o n g e r 

s a t i s f y . The pub l i c r e a l i z e s t ha t n e i t h e r g o v e r n m e n t a c t i o n n o r g r e a t 

a m o u n t s of m o n e y , upon which p a s t p o l i t i c a l d i a l o g u e s s o a r e d , a r e 

s u f f i c i e n t t o m e e t m o s t p r o b l e m s tha t a r i s e . G e n e r a l l y , t h e b e s t s t a n d 

i s to s t a y l o o s e and g e n e r a l on the i s s u e s . (2) To s t a y "modera te , 1 1 

t h e c a n d i d a t e a s s u m e s m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d p o s i t i o n s and a v o i d s the 

e x t r e m e . T h e i m a g e i s c e n t e r e d a r o u n d p r o j e c t i o n of an a t t i t u d e t o w a r d 

pub l i c a f f a i r s and an e m p h a s i s on p e r s o n a l c h a r a c t e r and c h a r m , r a t h e r 

t h a n on a d e t a i l e d s e t of p l a t f o r m p r o m i s e s and e m p h a s i s on s p e c i f i c 
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p r o g r a m s . 

P e r r y f e e l s the t r e n d t o w a r d p e r s o n a l i z e d p o l i t i c s w i l l h a s t e n a s 

m a n a g e m e n t and c o n s u l t i n g f i r m s expand and a s p a r t y p o l i t i c s c o n t r a c t s . 

He q u o t e s P e n n s y l v a n i a s t a t e s e n a t o r R o b e r t P . C a s e y a s s a y i n g , 

" P o l i t i c s i s c h a n g i n g t r e m e n d o u s l y . The old w a y s no l o n g e r w o r k . 

. . . You have to u s e the new s o p h i s t i c a t e d t e c h n i q u e s , t h e po l l ing , t h e 
Wyckof f , p. 5. k ° K i m b a l l , p # 



63 

t e l e v i s i o n , t he heavy s t a f f i n g , and the d i r e c t m a i l . You c a n ' t r e l y any 
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m o r e on p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e y d o n ' t w o r k any m o r e . 11 

C a m p a i g n s t o d a y a r e big b u s i n e s s , t h a t c o s t a p p r o x i m a t e l y one 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r a U . S . s e n a t o r s h i p o r g o v e r n o r s h i p of one of t h e 

t en l a r g e s t s t a t e s . A b u s i n e s s m a n who i n v e s t s t h i s a m o u n t in a c o m -

p a n y has m a n y c o n s u l t a n t s , and so t h e p o l i t i c i a n ha s p r o f e s s i o n a l 

m a n a g e r s . T h e l a t e R o b e r t F . K e n n e d y m a d e t h i s c l e a r in h i s l e c t u r e 

a t S k i d m o r e C o l l e g e in F e b r u a r y , 1967, when he s t a t e d : 
. . . m o r e and m o r e , a s o u r p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e s , a s t h e 
p r o b l e m s of o u r s o c i e t y b e c o m e m o r e c o m p l e x , and a s the 
c o s t of p o l i t i c a l c a m p a i g n s c o n t i n u e s to m o u n t - - i t b e c o m e s 
m o r e and m o r e c l e a r t h a t the p a c k a g e i s o f t e n m o r e i m p o r -
t an t t h a n t h e p r o d u c t ; t h a t t h e p e r c e i v e d " i m a g e " of a c a n d i -
d a t e i s o f t e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n wha t he says* 

T h a t i s one r e a s o n - - I b e l i e v e - - w h y p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
a r e t u r n i n g m o r e and m o r e to the p r e - p a c k a g e d , p r e - s o l d 
c a n d i d a t e . 

It i s qu i t e ev iden t tha t the A m e r i c a n p e o p l e , a t t i t u d e s , a n d 

i m a g e s have c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y in r e c e n t y e a r s . T h e p o l i t i c a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s t ha t once d r e w t h e i r s t r e n g t h f r o m e thn ic b l o c k s h a v e 

a l s o b e e n a l t e r e d . One of t h e l a r g e s t and m o s t i m p o r t a n t c h a n g e s 

b r o u g h t on by t h e new e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a i s t he r o l e and i m a g e d i f f e r e n c e 

of the p o l i t i c i a n . To s o m e the p r e s e n t day p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r h a s 

c h a r i s m a t i c a u t h o r i t y and u s e s the m e d i a t e c h n i q u e s to win s u p p o r t . 

C h a r i s m a . - - A l t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e m a n y c h a r i s m a t i c p o l i t i c i a n s 

b e f o r e t e l e v i s i o n , the e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a h a s i n t e n s i f i e d the p e r s o n a l i t y 

i m p a c t on p o l i t i c s . A f e a t u r e of c h a r i s m a t i c a u t h o r i t y i s t ha t it r e m a i n s 
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Quoted by J a m e s M. P e r r y , The New P o l i t i c s : The E x p a n d i n g 

T e c h n o l o g y of P o l i t i c a l M a n i p u l a t i o n , (New York^ 1968), p. 42. 
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Quo ted by K i m b a l l , p . 157. 
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* 

a l i en , if not h o s t i l e , t o the n o r m a l e c o n o m i c p r o c e s s e s . In p o l i t i c s i t 

a s s u m e s a v a r i e t y of f o r m s such a s t h e d e m a g o g u e , s o c i a l d i c t a t o r , 

S3 

m i l i t a r y h e r o , and r e v o l u t i o n a r y , It i m p l i e s w h o l e - h e a r t e d d e v o t i o n 

to t h e l e a d e r and i s founded on e m o t i o n r a t h e r t h a n ra t ional i ty^ s i n c e t h e 

f o r c e of a c t i v i t y r e s t s on u s u a l l y b l ind , f a n a t i c a l t r u s t and u n r e s t r a i n e d , 

u n c r i t i c a l f a i th , C h r i s m a i m p l i e s a b r e a k wi th l e g a l and t r a d i t i o n a l 

con t inu i t y , c h a l l e n g e s e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r and c u s t o m a r y r e s t r a i n t s , 

o v e r t u r n s i n s t i t u t i o n s , and a p p e a l s to new c o n c e p t s of h u m a n r e l a t i o n -

s h i p s . T h e se t b o u n d a r i e s and n o r m s a r e e s t a b l i s h e d by the a u t h o r i t y of 

t h e s e l f - a p p o i n t e d l e a d e r a c c o r d i n g to the d e m a n d s of the m i s s i o n . T h e 

l e a d e r i s p r e p a r e d to o s t r a c i z e h i s f o l l o w e r s who r e f u s e t o fo l low in 
64 

w h a t e v e r d i r e c t i o n he a lone s p e c i f i e s . 

A c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r 1 s i n f l u e n c e i s g r e a t e r if he p l a c e s h i m -

se l f o u t s i d e any p o l i t i c a l g r o u p i n g . H i s fo l lowing i s a d v e n t u r e s o m e 

b e c a u s e it c o u r t s f a i l u r e , i s c o n s t a n t l y ob l iged to d i s c o v e r new i m p e t u s 

and m o t i v e s f o r e n t h u s i a s m to c o n f i r m i t s p o w e r . T h e o r e t i c a l l y , the 

h o r i z o n s f o r the l e a d e r and g r o u p a r e u n l i m i t e d a s long a s the f o l l o w e r s 

r e m a i n l o y a l and the g r o u p c o n t i n u e s t o g r o w . A s soon a s doubt s e t s 

in, the p o w e r and a u t h o r i t y c o l l a p s e , and the f o l l o w e r s r e t u r n t o a 
65 

n o r m a l , s t a b l e , e v e r y d a y e x i s t e n c e . 

63 
M a x W e b e r d e s c r i b e d M c h a r i s m a H a s n T h e e x c e p t i o n a l 

q u a l i t y of a p e r s o n who a p p e a r s to p o s s e s s s u p e r n a t u r a l , s u p e r h u m a n 
o r a t l e a s t u n a c c u s t o m e d p o w e r s , so t h a t he e m e r g e s a s a p r o v i d e n t i a l , 
e x e m p l a r y o r e x t r a o r d i n a r y f i g u r e , and f o r t h i s r e a s o n i s a b l e to 
g a t h e r d i s c i p l e s o r f o l l o w e r s a r o u n d h im. 11 J u l i e n F r e u n d , T h e 
Soc io logy of M a x W e b e r (New Y o r k , 1968), p . 232. 
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C h a r i s m a c a n be good o r evi l , c o n s t r u c t i v e o r d e s t r u c t i v e , 

b e c a u s e it i s g e n e r a t e d not only by t h e p e r s o n a l i t y of the l e a d e r , but a l s o 

by t h e i m a g e he r e p r e s e n t s in h i s f o l l o w e r s ' i m a g i n a t i o n s a t a p a r t i c -

u l a r po in t in t i m e and s p a c e . P o l i t i c a l c h a r i s m a , a s no ted , i s c h a r a c -

t e r i s t i c of s o c i a l c h a n g e . The l e a d e r u s u a l l y e m e r g e s in an a t m o s p h e r e 

of c r i s i s o r f r u s t r a t i o n , o r d u r i n g a t i m e of u n r e s o l v e d c o n f l i c t o r 

t h r e a t e n i n g d i s a s t e r . The fo l lowing o f t e n t a k e s p o l i t i c a l f o r m j u s t a s 

a g e n e r a l w e a k e n i n g in the p o l i t i c a l f a b r i c o c c u r s , and t h e l e a d e r , in t h e 

g r o u p ' s i m a g e , a n t i c i p a t e s t h e nex t s t a g e in n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . ^ 

The d a n g e r of a p o l i t i c i a n and h i s r h e t o r i c a l c h a r i s m a o r 

d e m a g o g y i s a p p a r e n t . T h e f o l l o w e r s d e v e l o p q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s 

f o r m e d by c o n v e r s i o n t h a t d o e s not go d e e p l y in to the d i s p o s i t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e , n o r d o e s it l a s t . The f l a m b o y a n t o r a t o r y and the d i s p l a y of 

a r a d i a t i n g p e r s o n a l i t y i n c o r p o r a t e the m a s s i n to a g r e a t n a t i o n a l e f f o r t . 

The c l a m o r o u s d e m a n d s and e x p e c t a t i o n s w h i c h a r e r a i s e d f a r e x c e e d 

the p o s s i b i l i t y of f u l f i l l m e n t . The f o l l o w e r s t e n d to b e l i e v e t h e p e r -

s i s t e n t g r i e v a n c e s a r e t h e d e l i b e r a t e a c t i o n of the d e m a g o g u e ' s 

o p p o n t e n t s . F r u s t r a t i o n and c o n f l i c t s r e s u l t and m o m e n t a r i l y p r o d u c e 

c h a n g e s wh ich , if con t i nued , i m p e d e the g r o w t h of a p r o g r e s s i v e , m o d e r n 

p o l i t i c a l o r d e r . ^ 

The s t r u c t u r e of the p o l i t i c a l d i s c o u r s e , s u c h a s the l e n g t h of 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n , t he a b s e n c e of d i a logue , and the be l ie f the a u d i e n c e i s 

on a l o w e r l e v e l t han t h e l e a d e r , p r o m o t e s the n e e d f o r e x a g g e r a t i o n 

^ K i m b a l l , p. 126. 

6*7 
E d w a r d Sh i l s , C o m m u n i c a t i o n s and P o l i t i c a l D e v e l o p m e n t , 

ed i t ed by L u c i a n W. P y e ( P r i n c e t o n , 19 63), pjx 64- 6T. ' 
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and c l i c h e s . T h e u s e of " c h a r i s m a t i c t e r m s " i s no t only i m p o r t a n t 

but c o m m o n . It w a s no ted tha t the p o p u l a c e g ives a l e a d e r wi th 

c h a r i s m a t i c a u t h o r i t y p o w e r wh ich is u n e x p l a i n a b l e t h r o u g h h i s p e r s o n a l 

a t t r i b u t e s . A c h a r i s m a t i c t e r m h a s the s a m e i n v e s t e d p o w e r . T h i s i s 

e x p l a i n e d by R i c h a r d W e a v e r i n h i s book, The E t h i c s of R h e t o r i c . 

It i s the n a t u r e of the c h a r i s m a t i c t e r m to have a p o w e r w h i c h 
i s not d e r i v e d , but wh ich is in s o m e m y s t e r i o u s way g iven . 
. . . Cthe] t e r m i s g iven i t s load of i m p u l s i o n wi thou t r e f e r -
e n c e , and i t f u n c t i o n s by conven t ion . The n u m b e r of s u c h 
t e r m s i s s m a l l in any one p e r i o d , but t h e y a r e p e r h a p s t h e 
m o s t e f f i c a c i o u s t e r m s of a l l . 68 

W e a v e r l i s t s s e v e r a l e x a m p l e s of c o n t e m p o r a r y c h a r i s m a t i c 

t e r m s . One of the p r i n c i p l e w o r d s i s " f r e e d o m . tf T h e g r e a t e s t 

s a c r i f i c e s m a n i s c a l l e d upon to m a k e a r e in the n a m e of " f r e e d o m , M 

whi le t h e m e a n i n g a t t a c h e d to t h e w o r d i s qu i t e o b s c u r e . The w o r d 

f o r m e r l y m e a n t a b r e a k i n g l o o s e f r o m a l l a n c h o r a g e s , but it i s e x t e n -

s i v e l y u s e d by m o d e r n p o l i t i c i a n s and s t a t e s m e n in an e f f o r t to have 

m e n a s s u m e m o r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . W e a v e r c o n t i n u e s by g iv ing a 

s e c o n d e x a m p l e , 
t 

T h e r e i s p l e n t y of e v i d e n c e tha t " d e m o c r a c y " i s b e c o m i n g the 
s a m e k ind of t e r m . The v a r i e t y of th ings ' it i s u s e d to s y m b o l -
i ze i s too w e i r d and t oo c o n t r s i d i c t o r y f o r one to f ind e v e n a 
c o r e m e a n i n g in p r e s e n t - d a y u s a g e s . M o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n 
t h i s f o r us i s t he f ac t , no t ed by G e o r g e O r w e l l , t h a t p e o p l e 
r e s i s t any a t t e m p t to d e f i n e d e m o c r a c y . 69 

D e m a g o g y i s a p p e p t e d p r i m a r i l y a s a f a c t of l i f e t ha t w i l l be 

a m p l i f i e d by w i r e l e s s b r o a d c a s t i n g ; e v e n t oday it p u t s to u s e t h e a v a i l -

ab i l i t y of the m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a . T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e w h e r e 

68 
R i c h a r d M. W e a v e r , The E t h i c s of R h e t o r i c (Ch icago , 1965), 

pp. 2 2 7 - 2 2 8 . 

k^Ibid. , pp. 2 2 8 - 2 2 9 . 
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t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s i l l i t e r a t e , g e o g r a p h i c a l l y s c a t t e r e d , and the m e m b e r s 

b e l i e v e t hey m u s t " m o b i l i z e " f o r the p r o g r e s s of t h e c o u n t r y . Bu t 

the m e d i a t h a t bui ld up and m a k e s f a m o u s a d e m a g o g and an o r d i n a r y 

p o l i t i c i a n , have the s a m e p o w e r to d e s t r o y h im if i t i s u s e d i n c o r r e c t l y . 

T o d a y he canno t r e l y on u s i n g the m e d i a a s a h e l p m a t e , he m u s t m a s t e r 

fbem.This i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e of t e l e v i s i o n . In t h i s c o o l m e d i u m the aud i -

e n c e i s an a c t i v e c o n s t i t u e n t of t h e v iewing e x p e r i e n c e , and on ly a coo l 

p o l i t i c i a n i s a c c e p t e d . F o r e x a m p l e , H i t l e r w a s a p h e n o m e n o n d u r i n g 

t h e r a d i o age , f o r bo th the m e d i u m and t h e m e s s e n g e r w e r e " h o t . M 

E v e r y t h i n g w a s s a i d and done ; no th ing w a s l e f t f o r t h e l i s t e n e r to f e e l . 

H o w e v e r , H i t l e r o v e r t e l e v i s i o n t o d a y would be a f a i l u r e b e c a u s e a 

" h o t " m e s s e n g e r i s r e j e c t e d o v e r a l , fcool l f m e d i u m . T h i s e x p l a i n s 

the s u c c e s s of J o h n Kennedy , who had a c o m p a t i b l e c o o l n e s s and 

i n d i f f e r e n c e to power , and who a d a p t e d fu l ly to t e l e v i s i o n . A s M c L u h a n 

s a i d , 

Any p o l i t i c a l c a n d i d a t e who doesn*t have such cool , l o w - d e f i n i t i o n 
q u a l i t i e s , wh ich a l low t h e v i e w e r to f i l l in t h e gaps wi th h i s own 
p e r s o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , s i m p l y e l e c t r o c u t e s h i m s e l f on t e l e v i s i o n 
- - a s R i c h a r d Nixon d id in h i s d i s a s t r o u s d e b a t e s wi th K e n n e d y 
in the I960 c a m p a i g n . Nixon w a s e s s e n t i a l l y hot ; he p r e s e n t e d 
a high d e f i n i t i o n , s h a r p l y - d e f i n e d i m a g e and a c t i o n on the TV 
s c r e e n t ha t c o n t r i b u t e d to h i s r e p u t a t i o n a s a p h o n y - - t h e M T r i c k y 
Dicky1 1 s y n d r o m e tha t h a s dogged his f o o t s t e p s f o r y e a r s . ^ 

In t he nex t c h a p t e r it w i l l be no t ed t h a t Nixon f i n a l l y u n d e r s t o o d the 

m e d i a and c h a n g e d h is i m a g e , t h u s b r i n g i n g s u c c e s s to h i s p o l i t i c a l 

c a r e e r . 
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M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n , , f A C a n d i d C o n v e r s a t i o n wi th the High 
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( M a r c h , 1969), 61. 



68 

D i s c u s s i o n on c h a r i s m a h a s po in t ed to the l e a d e r s h i p of many-

p o l i t i c i a n s u t i l i z i n g the m a s s m e d i a . The m e d i a a r e a b l e to c a u s e an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s d e f e a t if he i s unab le to m a s t e r t h e m . A l s o a d v a n t a g e o u s 

to the p o l i t i c i a n is a w o r k i n g knowledge and u s e of p s e u d o - e v e n t s , 

un ique m e t h o d s of s p r e a d i n g p o l i t i c a l m e s s a g e s v i a the m e d i a . T h e 

p a r t i c u l a r s of t h e s e e v e n t s a r e d i s c u s s e d be low. 

F s e u d o - e v e n t s . - - " F a c t o r f a n t a s y , " s t a t e s B o o r s t i n , Tfthe 

i m a g e b e c o m e s t h e th ing . I t s v e r y p u r p o s e i s to o v e r s h a d o w r e a l i t y . 

A m e r i c a n l i f e b e c o m e s a s h o w c a s e f o r i m a g e s . F o r f r o z e n p s e u d o -

71 

e v e n t s . 11 P o l i t i c i a n s a r e p r o d u c t s of t h e i r i m a g e s . B e c a u s e the i m a g e 

i s a c r e a t i o n of t h e m e s s a g e , t hey t end to r e m a k e t h e m s e l v e s in t he 

i m a g e o t h e r p e o p l e have of t h e m . E v e r y p o l i t i c i a n l i v e s a doub l e l i f e , 

one t h r o u g h the m a s s m e d i a and the o t h e r in a p r i v a t e r e a l m . The two 

i m a g e s do not a l w a y s c o i n c i d e b e c a u s e a t t i t u d e s on t h e r e c e i v i n g end 

v a r y . A l though t e l e v i s i o n a p p e a r a n c e s , f o r m a l s p e e c h e s , and p r e s s 

c o n f e r e n c e s p r o j e c t b r o a d o u t l i n e s of i d e a s , c h a r a c t e r , and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

( e a c h of wh ich i s v i t a l f o r i m a g e bui ld ing) , t he s e t t i n g s a r e n e c e s s a r i l y 

a r t i f i c i a l . The i m a g e s ga ined f r o m p r i v a t e c o n f r o n t a t i o n s r e s u l t in 

i m p r e s s i o n s tha t t r a v e l by w o r d of m o u t h , a n d by p o l i t i c a l c o l u m n s 

ending in the m i n d s of the pub l i c . C o n s e q u e n t l y , the p o l i t i c a l m a n h a s 

found it a d v a n t a g e o u s to c r e a t e h is own e v e n t s o r h a p p e n i n g s . D a n i e l J . 

B o o r s t i n , in h i s book, T h e I m a g e : A Guide to F s e u d o - E v e n t s in A m e r i c a , 

d e s c r i b e s how the "pub l i c i m a g e " i s f o r m e d and u s e d t h r o u g h 
71 

B o o r s t i n , T h e I m a g e , p. 197. 
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, f pseudo~ e v e n t s . H He d e f i n e s " p s e u d o - eventM a s m e r e l y a f a l s e e v e n t 

o r one i n t e n d e d to be d e c e i v i n g . 

B o o r s t i n b e g i n s wi th t he a s s u m p t i o n t h a t A m e r i c a n s a r e l iv ing in 

a w o r l d of unreal i ty^ o r i l l u s i o n , and they o f t e n a c c e p t p s e u d o - e v e n t s in 

p l a c e of r e a l even t s , f o r two r e a s o n s . We a r e r u l e d by e x t r a v a g a n t 

e x p e c t a t i o n 

(1) wha t w o r l d ho lds . Of how m u c h n e w s t h e r e i s , how 
m a n y h e r o e s t h e r e a r e , how o f t e n m a s t e r p i e c e s a r e m a d e , how 
exo t i c the n e a r b y c a n be, how f a m i l i a r the exo t ic c a n b e c o m e ; 
of the c l o s e n e s s of p l a c e s and t h e f a r n e s s of p l a c e s . 

(2) Of our p o w e r t o s h a p e the w o r l d . Of ou r a b i l i t y t o c r e a t e 
e v e n t s when t h e r e a r e none , to m a k e h e r o e s w h e n they don ' t 
e x i s t , to be s o m e w h e r e e l s e when we h a v e n ' t l e f t h o m e . Of o u r 
ab i l i t y to m a k e a r t f o r m s sui t o u r c o n v e n i e n c e , to t r a n s f o r m a 
n o v e l in to a m o v i e and v i ce v e r s a , to t u r n a s y m p h o n y in to 
m o o d - c o n d i t i o n i n g . T o f a b r i c a t e n a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s w h e n we 
l a c k t h e m , to p u r s u e t h e s e p u r p o s e s a f t e r we have f a b r i c a t e d 
t h e m . T o inven t ou r s t a n d a r d s and t h e n t o r e s p e c t t h e m a s if 
t h e y had b e e n r e v e a l e d o r d i s c o v e r e d . 

Bou ld ing and L i p p m a n n bo th b e l i e v e the A m e r i c a n pub l i c h a s 

d e m a n d e d and e x p e c t e d n e w s f r o m the m a s s m e d i a . Today , b e c a u s e of 

t h e o v e r a b u n d a n c e of t h i n g s to l e a r n and know? or^ a s M c L u h a n c a l l s i t , 

" i n f o r m a t i o n o v e r l o a d , 11 we e x p e c t to have n e w s a t ou r f i n g e r t i p s a t 

a l l t i m e s . T h i s i n c l u d e s t h e m o s t r e c e n t " n e w s " f r o m t h e b r e a k f a s t 

n e w s p a p e r . The r a d i o t h e n f i l l s t he gap of " n e w s " s i n c e the m o r n i n g 

n e w s p a p e r wen t to p r e s s , and in the e v e n i n g we e x p e c t to be b r o u g h t 

up to the hour wi th n a t i o n a l , t h e n s t a t e and loca l^news v i a t e l e v i s i o n 

and r a d i o . O u r m a g a z i n e s and j o u r n a l s m u s t h a v e s o m e "news 1 1 in 

o r d e r to s e l l . And so r e p o r t e r s , in a l l m e d i a a r e a s have b e e n r e q u i r e d 

to " m a k e n e w s " w h e n none w a s a v a i l a b l e . 

^ I b i d . , pp. 4 - 5 . 
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If he canno t f ind a s t o r y , t h e n he m u s t m a k e one by t h e q u e s t i o n s 
he a s k s of pub l i c f i g u r e s , by the s u r p r i s i n g h u m a n i n t e r e s t he 
u n f o l d s f r o m s o m e c o m m o n - p l a c e even t , o r by n t h e n e w s beh ind 
the n e w s . 11 If a l l t h i s f a i l s , t hen he m u s t g ive us a , f t h ink 
p i e c e " - - a n e m b r o i d e r i n g of w e l l - k n o w n f a c t s , o r a s p e c u l a t i o n 
about s t a r t l i n g t h ings to c o m e . ^ 

The n e w s i n d i v i d u a l s m a k e , and t h e e v e n t s they c r e a t e a r e not 

r e a l > f o r t h e r e i s a 1 ' t a n t a l i z i n g d i f f e r e n c e bet wen m a n - m a d e and God-

m a d e e v e n t s . ff B o o r s t i n l i s t s s ix c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s fret a p s e u d o - e v e n t 

p o s s e s s e s : 

(1) MIt i s not s p o n t a n e o u s , but c o m e s about b e c a u s e s o m e o n e 

h a s p l a n n e d , p l a n t e d , o r i n c i t e d i t . Typica l ly , it i s not a t r a i n w r e c k 

'74 

o r an e a r t h q u a k e , but an i n t e r v i e w . tf The d i f f e r e n c e i s ev iden t ; the 

f i r s t two a r e n a t u r a l o r G o d - m a d e p h e n o m e n a . T y p i c a l e x a m p l e s a r e 

t h e m o d e r n P r e s i d e n t i a l p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e s , n a t i o n a l r ad io^and TV 

p r o g r a m s s u c h a s " M e e t the P r e s s 1 ' o r " F a c e the Na t ion . M In e a c h 

c a s e the p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e s e l e c t e d f o r t h e i r n e w s w o r t h i n e s s and d r a -

m a t i c i n t e r e s t . T h e e v e n t s a r e o f t e n p l a n n e d f o r t h e i r d r a m a t i c a l 

ab i l i t y . I !A t e l e v i s i o n d e b a t e b e t w e e n c a n d i d a t e s c a n be p l a n n e d to be 

m o r e s u s p e n s e f u l ( fo r e x a m p l e , by r e s e r v i n g q u e s t i o n s w h i c h a r e t h e n 

p o p p e d sudden ly) t h a n a c a s u a l e n c o u n t e r o r c o n s e c u t i v e f o r m a l s p e e c h e s 
15 

p l a n n e d s e p a r a t e l y / 

(2) , !It i s p l a n t e d p r i m a r i l y (not a l w a y s e x c l u s i v e l y ) f o r the 

i m m e d i a t e p u r p o s e of be ing r e p o r t e d o r r e p r o d u c e d . T h e r e f o r e , i t s 

o c c u r r e n c e i s a r r a n g e d f o r the c o n v e n i e n c e of the r e p o r t i n g or r e p r o -

1 & 
duc ing m e d i a . " The t i m e s c h e d u l e i s a r r a n g e d f o r the m a s s - m e d i a 

7 3 I b i d . , pp. 1 -8 . 7 4 I b i d . , p. 11. 

7 ^ I b i d . , p. 39. 7 ^ I b i d . , p. 11. 
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d e a d l i n e s . " N e w s r e l e a s e s " o r " P r e s s c o n f e r e n c e s " a r e s c h e d u l e d in 

t h e m o r n i n g in o r d e r t o be on t h e s t r e e t s in t h e " E v e n i n g S p e c i a l " o r on 

t h e H u n t l e y - B r i n k l e y R e p o r t o r t h e W a l t e r C r o n k i t e e v e n i n g n e w s . O f t e n 

t h e i m a g e m a k e r s a v e s t h e p r e s s m a t e r i a l u n t i l l a t e a t n i g h t t o p r o d u c e 

a g r e a t e r i m p a c t the n e x t m o r n i n g . P o l i t i c i a n s c o m m o n l y p r e s e n t d u e l 

o r t r i p l e p s e u d o - e v e n t s . T h e y c a l l a p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e t o a n n o u n c e a 

l a t e r p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e w h e n " a d d i t i o n a l n e w s " w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d . O t h e r 

a n n o u n c e m e n t s a r e g i v e n out in a d v a n c e " f o r f u t u r e r e l e a s e " a n d 

w r i t t e n in t h e p a s t t e n s e t o i m p l y t h e e v e n t h a s n o t y e t o c c u r r e d w h e n t h e 

a n n o u n c e m e n t i s m a d e . " T h e N a t i o n a l P r e s s C l u b in i t s W a s h i n g t o n 

c l u b r o o m s h a s a l a r g e r a c k w h i c h i s f i l l e d d a i l y w i t h t h e l a t e s t r e l e a s e s , 

77 
s o t h e r e p o r t e r d o e s n o t e v e n h a v e t o v i s i t t h e o f f i c e s w h i c h g i v e t h e m ou t . " 

(3) " P s e u d o - e v e n t s c a n be r e p e a t e d a t w i l l , and t h u s t h e i r i m p r e s -

7 8 

s i o n c a n be r e - e n f o r c e d . " E i s e n h o w e r * s f a v o r a b l e p u b l i c i m a g e g a i n e d 

i m p o r t a n c e b e c a u s e of J a m e s H a g e r t y , h i s W h i t e H o u s e p r e s s s e c r e t a r y . 

T w i c e a d a y H a g e r t y h e l d a n i n f o r m a l p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e a n d p r o d u c e d a 

s t e a d y f low of " n e w s . " He w a s a l s o a d e p t a t t i m i n g t h e r e l e a s e of b ig 

and f a v o r a b l e s t o r i e s t o b l a n k e t u n f a v o r a b l e n e w s . W h e n t h e P r e s i d e n t 

t o o k p r o l o n g e d v a c a t i o n t r i p s t o A u g u s t a o r G e t t y s b e r g , H a g e r t y t o o k a l o n g 

p r e - p r e p a r e d e x e c u t i v e o r d e r s , a p p o i n t m e n t s , a n d r e p o r t s w h i c h he 
79 

i s s u e d c a r e f u l l y on a d a y - t o - d a y b a s i s t o m a k e n e w s . D o u g l a s C a t e r 

r e m a r k e d on t h i s p r a c t i c e . " H a g e r t y h a s m a d e of p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s , a n 

77 78 
Ib id . , p . 19. Ib id . , p . 39. 

79 
W a l t e r J o h n s o n , 1600 P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e ( B o s t o n , I960) , p. 322. 
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end in i t s e l f r a t h e r t h a n a m e a n s to a n end. . . . F o r p r o l o n g e d p e r i o d s , 

he h a s a t t r a c t e d p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n a w a y f r o m c o m p e l l i n g p r o b l e m s of 

80 
l e a d e r s h i p wi th a s u c c e s s i o n of m a k e s h i f t and i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l d i v e r s i o n s . 11 

(4) " P s e u d o - e v e n t s , be ing p l a n n e d f o r i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y , a r e m o r e 

81 

i n t e l l i g i b l e a n d h e n c e m o r e r e a s s u r i n g . n M e r e l y t h e i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d 

f r o m t h e m e d i a g i v e s t he r e c e i v e r a s e n s e of i n t e l l i g e n c e . A l t h o u g h t h e 

p u b l i c i s o f t e n i n c a p a b l e of j u d g i n g i n t e l l i g e n t l y t h e m a j o r i s s u e s of a 

c a m p a i g n , t h e y a r e a l l o w e d to a t l e a s t j u d g e t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s of a TV 

p e r f o r m a n c e . 

(5) " P s e u d o - e v e n t s a r e m o r e s o c i a b l e , m o r e c o n v e r s a b l e , and 

m o r e c o n v e n i e n t t o w i t n e s s . T h e i r o c c u r r e n c e i s p l a n n e d f o r o u r c o n -

82 

v e n i e n c e . M T h e t h i c k Sunday n e w s p a p e r c o m e s on a l a z y m o r n i n g ; 

TV e n t e r t a i n m e n t p r o g r a m s a r e s c h e d u l e d to a p p e a r a f t e r t h e d i n n e r 

h o u r f o r f u r t h e r e n j o y m e n t . 

(6) , f F i n a l l y , p s e u d o - e v e n t s s p a w n o t h e r p s e u d o - e v e n t s in 

g e o m e t r i c p r o g r e s s i o n . T h e y d o m i n a t e o u r c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' s i m p l y b e c a u s e 
83 

t h e r e a r e m o r e of them. " 

The g e n e r a l public has b e c o m e s o a c c u s t o m e d to the w o r l d of 

p s e u d o - e v e n t s that a public s p e a k e r ' s dev ia t ion f r o m the advance text of a 

s p e e c h can "make n e w s " and c r e a t e addit ional p s e u d o - e v e n t s . P r e s i d e n t 

J o h n s o n ' s f a m o u s l a s t w o r d s on M a r c h .31, 1968, c a u s e d such a s t i r : " I 

sha l l not s e e k and I w i l l not accept , the nominat ion of m y 
80 

D o u g l a s C a r t e r , The F o r t h B r a n c h of Government (Boston, 
1959), pp. 163-164. 

81 
B o o r s t i n , The Image , p. 39. 

8 2 I b i d . , p. 40. 8 3 I b i d . , 
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p a r t y f o r a n o t h e r t e r m a s y o u r P r e s i d e n t . " F r o m the c l o s i n g w o r d s , 

t o t h e ad- l ib p e r i o d by n e w s c o m m e n t a t o r s , to the d a y s of q u e s t i o n s and 

a n s w e r s , one p s e u d o - e v e n t c a l l e d f o r and r e q u i r e d a n o t h e r . 

S u c c e s s f u l p o l i t i c i a n s in t h e p a s t few y e a r s h a v e u s e d m a n y 

p s e u d o - e v e n t s to c r e a t e a d e s i r e d " p u b l i c i m a g e . " At t h e he igh t of 

t h e C u b a n c r i s i s in 1962 P r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y p l a c e d S e c r e t a r y of 

D e f e n s e R o b e r t M c N a m a r a b e f o r e a n a t i o n w i d e t e l e v i s i o n a u d i e n c e f o r 

a p r o g r a m d e v o t e d to the R u s s i a n - b u i l t m i s s i l e s i t e s . T h e p r o g r a m w a s 

d e s i g n e d to c r e a t e m o r e t h a n " n e w s ; " i t w a s an o f f i c i a l e x p l a n a t i o n , 

and i t o f f e r e d a w o r d of r e a s s u r a n c e to a t r o u b l e d na t ion . A l s o in 1962 

s e v e r a l A m e r i c a n n e w s m e n in B e r l i n , t o g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m 

r e f u g e e s about c o n d i t i o n s in E a s t G e r m a n y , m a d e c o n t a c t w i th young 

m e n who w e r e d igg ing a t u n n e l u n d e r t h e d iv id ing w a l l . The n e w s m e n 

f i n a n c e d and p h o t o g r a p h e d m a n y a s p e c t s of t h e i r w o r k , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

a c t u a l d igg ing . A f t e r r e t u r n i n g to A m e r i c a the t e a m added a sound 

84 

t r a c k and p r o d u c e d a v e r y f a c t u a l " n e w s " p r o g r a m . 

P e r h a p s one of the b e s t e x a m p l e s of a " p u b l i c i m a g e " c r e a t e d 

f r o m a s e r i e s of p s e u d o - e v e n t s t ook p l a c e at t he U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 

in F e b r u a r y , 1964, w h e n P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n s t a g e d t h e f i r s t even t in 

h i s long d r i v e to c r e a t e an A m e r i c a n " p u b l i c i m a g e " on V i e t n a m . 
. . . [it is] f i r s t and f o r e m o s t a c o n t e s t t o be won by t h e g o v e r n -
m e n t and the p e o p l e of t ha t c o u n t r y f o r t h e m s e l v e s . . . . but 
t h o s e e n g a g e d in e x t e r n a l d i r e c t i o n and supp ly shou ld do w e l l 
t o be r e m i n d e d and to r e m e m b e r t h a t t h i s type of a g g r e s s i o n i s 
a d e e p l y d a n g e r o u s g a m e . 

84 
G e o r g e R. K e r n o d l e , I nv i t a t i on to t h e T h e a t r e (New Y o r k , 

1967), p . 590. 
85 

P h i l i p Geye l in , Lyndon B. J o h n s o n and t h e W o r l d (New Y o r k , 
1966), p. 188. 
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To i n f o r m u n a w a r e n e w s m e n of the m e a n i n g , he s e n t Whi te H o u s e 

P r e s s S e c r e t a r y P i e r r e S a l i n g e r a r o u n d the p r e s s r o o m to e l a b o r a t e 

on the p h r a s e and i t s m e a n i n g . S a l i n g e r a d v i s e d the s p e e c h m e a n t t h e 

Un i t ed S t a t e s m i g h t f e e l c o m p e l l e d to expand t h e w a r to N o r t h Vie tnam^ 

o r even C h i n a , t o f u l f i l l i t s c o m m i t m e n t s . 

S o m e i n t e r p r e t e d the m e s s a g e to be i n t e n d e d f o r Hanoi , but 

J o h n s o n a c h i e v e d h i s p u r p o s e . T o an e s t i m a t e d s e v e n t y - f i v e p e r c e n t 

of t h e A m e r i c a n pub l i c , who w e r e u n a w a r e the Un i t ed S t a t e s w a s 

m i l i t a r i l y invo lved in S o u t h e a s t A s i a , t he p r e s s p u b l i c i t y a c c o m p l i s h e d 

t h e d e s i r e d b a c k l a s h and se t t h e s t a g e f o r t h e s e c o n d p s e u d o - e v e n t . 

T h i s w a s a n e w s c o n f e r e n c e by D e a n R u s k , c a l l e d to p l a y down any f e a r 

o r s p e c u l a t i o n on t h e p a r t of t he pub l ic t h a t the Un i t ed S t a t e s m i g h t 

86 

, !go N o r t h . 11 Next , t h e P r e s i d e n t h i m s e l f a n n o u n c e d t ha t t h e 

c o n c l u s i o n w a s an e x t r e m e m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of h i s t e x t . 

F o r the nex t few m o n t h s the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c o n t i n u e d to p l a y 

t h i s g a m e , k e e p i n g the i n f o r m a t i o n b e f o r e t h e pub l i c wi th the h e l p of 

the m a s s media* F i n a l l y , t h e f a c t s w e r e d r i v e n h o m e , and a pub l i c 

i m a g e b e g a n to f o r m u l a t e . 

T h e a l e r t p o l i t i c i a n e m p l o y s p s e u d o - e v e n t s to c r e a t e the d e s i r e d 

i m a g e by p l a y i n g on t h e a t t i t u d e s of t h e v o t e r . T h e d e s i g n i s r e l a t e d 

to t h e v o t e r 1 s v i ew of h i m s e l f , h i s s o c i e t y , the p o l i t i c a l and p a r t y 

s y s t e m , and t h e p o l i t i c i a n . O c c a s i o n a l l y , the e v e n t s a r e a i m e d a t 

s p e c i a l i n d i v i d u a l s o r v a r i o u s g r o u p s , but m o r e o f t e n t o w a r d the 

g e n e r a l p u b l i c . T h e y r e f l e c t cond i t i ons t h a t p r e v a i l e d in t he p a s t , w i t h 

e x p e c t a t i o n s of the f u t u r e . 

8 6 I b i d . 
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P s e u d o - e v e n t s a r e o f t e n e m p l o y e d in i m a g e f o r m a t i o n , and 

c o n t a i n s ix c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . They a r e not s p o n t a n e o u s ; n o r a r e t hey 

p l a n n e d f o r the p u r p o s e of be ing r e p o r t e d o r r e p r o d u c e d . T h e y a r e 

r e p e a t e d a t will,, r e a s s u r i n g , m o r e c o n v e n i e n t to w i t n e s s , and f i na l l y , 

t h e y a r e c a p a b l e of spawn ing o t h e r p s e u d o - e v e n t s . 

The p u r p o s e of t h i s c h a p t e r h a s b e e n to d e v e l o p a t h e o r e t i c a l 

v i ewpoin t of n t h e i m a g e " and i t s r o l e in p o l i t i c s . The i m a g e b e l o n g s 

e n t i r e l y to t h e i n d i v i d u a l v o t e r and b e c o m e s "publ ic 1 1 only a f t e r it is 

s h a r e d . The c o n c e p t i s d e p e n d e n t upon the t o t a l p r o c e s s of p e r c e p t i o n , 

cogn i t i on , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , r e a c t i o n , and a t t i t u d e - a t t i t u d e c h a n g e . 

The i m a g e t h e o r y w a s d e v e l o p e d by t h r e e m e n . W a l t e r L i p p m a n n 

i n t e r p r e t e d it a s the p i c t u r e o r " s t e r eo type 1 * in t he p e r c e i v e r ' s m i n d , 

wh i l e K e n n e t h E . Bou ld ing s e e s it a s an i n d i v i d u a l s s u b j e c t i v e know-

l e d g e t ha t g o v e r n s h i s b e h a v i o r . To D a n i e l J . B o o r s t i n the i m a g e h a s 

f ive c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : i t i s s y n t h e t i c , b e l i e v a b l e , p a s s i v e , v iv id and 

c o n c r e t e , and s i m p l i f i e d . 

B e c a u s e of a t t i t u d e s , t he i m a g e in the p o l i t i c a l s p h e r e i s a 

d e t e r m i n e r of i n d i v i d u a l and pub l i c vo t ing b e h a v i o r . H o w e v e r , it i s 

c o n s t a n t l y chang ing , and i s d e p e n d e n t upon the d i m e n s i o n s of t i m e and 

s p a c e . A l though it u s e s a l l f o r m s of m a s s m e d i a , it is c r y s t a l l i z e d by 

the e l e c t r o n i c m e d i u m of t e l e v i s i o n . 

T h e new m e d i u m h a s a l t e r e d the p o l i t i c a l i m a g e , and i s u s h e r i n g 

in t h e " N e w P o l i t i c s , " c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i n s t a n t a n e o u s m a s s p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

The p e r s o n a l i t y i m p a c t i s i n t e n s i f i e d , and the c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r i s 

c o m m o n , a l t hough t h e " c o o l " m e d i u m f i n a l l y d e s t r o y s h im j u s t a s it 
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h e l p e d to c r e a t e h i m . P s e u d o o r f a l s e e v e n t s a r e u s e f u l too l s^and a r e 

e m p l o y e d in the f o r m a t i o n and c o n t i n u a t i o n of the i m a g e - m a k i n g p r o c e s s , 

The fo l lowing c h a p t e r w i l l app ly t h i s t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t to 

t h e i m a g e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e in t h e 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n . 



C H A P T E R III 

T H E " IMAGES 1 1 AND G E O R G E W A L L A C E IN 1968 

T h e i m a g e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e , i t s c o n c e p t i o n , f o r m a t i o n , i n t e r -

p r e t a t i o n , a n d i n f l u e n c e , w i l l b e v i e w e d f r o m t h r e e p e r s p e c t i v e s — the 

i d e o l o g i c a l , p e r s o n a l , a n d t e c h n i c a l d i m e n s i o n s . F o l l o w i n g a b r i e f 

s u m m a r y of t h e c a m p a i g n t a c t i c s a n d s e q u e n c e of e v e n t s , t h i s s t u d y , in 

t he f i r s t p l a c e , w i l l d i s c u s s the n a t u r e of W a l l a c e ' s i d e o l o g i c a l p o s i -

t i o n s a n d t h e e f f e c t of t h e s e p o s i t i o n s on the v o t e r . S e c o n d l y , t h e p e r -

s o n a l i m a g e of W a l l a c e and i t s p l a c e in t i m e w i l l b e e x a m i n e d . F i n a l l y , 

a t e c h n i c a l d i s c u s s i o n i l l u s t r a t i n g h i s f a i l u r e in u t i l i z i n g t h e m a s s m e d i a 

w i l l c o n c l u d e t h e c h a p t e r . 

The W a l l a c e o r g a n i z a t i o n h a d a b l u e p r i n t d e s i g n e d f o r a v i c t o r y 

in 1968 , S e v e r a l p l a n s w e r e s t r u c t u r e d , w h i c h d e t e r m i n e d the p a t t e r n 

a n d g r o w t h of h i s p a r t y a n d c a m p a i g n , a n d t h r o u g h o u t t h e e l e c t i o n y e a r 

n e w a s s e s s m e n t s w e r e m a d e to d e t e r m i n e if r e v i s e d p l a n s of s t r a t e g y 

n e e d e d to b e i m p l e m e n t e d . His c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i m p l a n t e d a p p r o p r i a t e 

i m a g e s i n t o t h e m i n d s of h i s f o l l o w e r s , b u t a s t i m e p r o g r e s s e d t h e s e 

i m p r e s s i o n s v a c i l l a t e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . 

T h e W a l l a c e C a m p a i g n 

T h e d r e a m of b e c o m i n g P r e s i d e n t h a d b e e n in W a l l a c e ' s m i n d 

f o r y e a r s , a n d t he p o s s i b i l i t y of its b e c o m i n g r e a l i t y w a s a p p a r e n t f o l l o w -

ing h i s s t r o n g r u n n i n g in t h e 1964 p r i m a r i e s . T h i s e s t a b l i s h e d h i s p o s i -

t i on a s the " S o u t h e r n l e a d e r . 1 ' On F e b r u a r y 8, 1968, a t a p r e s s 
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c o n f e r e n c e in W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , h e f o r m a l l y a n n o u n c e d his c a n d i d a c y 

a s t h e n o m i n e e of the A m e r i c a n I n d e p e n d e n t P a r t y . T h e t h i r d - p a r t y 

m o v e m e n t h a d b e g u n in 1 9 6 6 , a n d b y t h e s u m m e r of 1968 w a s e s t a b l i s h e d 

in a l l f i f t y s t a t e s of t h e U n i o n , T h i s e n o r m o u s a n d v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e 

t a s k ( b e c a u s e t h e e l e c t i o n l a w s a n d r e q u i r e m e n t s of e a c h s t a t e d i f f e r e d ) 

p r o v e d to t h e n a t i o n t h a t W a l l a c e a n d h i s g r o u p h a d t h e r e s o u r c e s , t a l e n t , 

s k i l l , a n d e n e r g y to w i t h s t a n d t he p r e s s u r e s of a s t r o n g t w o - p a r t y 

s y s t e m . 

T h e p l a n f o r h i s c a m p a i g n c e n t e r e d a r o u n d f o u r p r i m a r y p o i n t s : 

(1) p l a c e W a l l a c e a n d h i s p a r t y on t h e b a l l o t in a l l f i f t y s t a t e s ; (2) c a p -

t u r e t he 270 e l e c t o r a l v o t e s n e c e s s a r y f o r e l e c t i o n ; (3) c a p t u r e t h e s i z -

a b l e l l b l a c k l a s h " ' v o t e f r o m w h i t e s in t he N o r t h , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e a r e a s 

t o r n b y r a c i a l v i o l e n c e , a n d (4) c rea t e c o n s i d e r a b l e s t u m p i n g o u t s i d e t h e 

Sou th a n d a s m u c h n a t i o n - w i d e t e l e v i s i o n e x p o s u r e a s f u n d s w o u l d p e r -

m i t . * B y N o v e m b e r 5 a l l b u t the s e c o n d a n d t h i r d s t a g e s h a d b e e n 

a c c o m p l i s h e d , a n d a f i r m f o u n d a t i o n f o r f u t u r e po l i t i ck ing h a d b e e n e s t a b -

l i s h e d . T h e m o v e m e n t s h r u g g e d off c l a i m s a b o u t t h i r d - p a r t y c a n d i d a t e s 

n e v e r b e i n g e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t , a n d c o n t e n d e d t he o r g a n i z a t i o n w o u l d b e 

b u i l t a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y to a t t r a c t d i s s i d e n t s f r o m b o t h D e m o c r a t i c a n d 

R e p u b l i c a n r a n k s , a n d w o u l d b e a p o w e r f u l p o l i t i c a l f o r c e n o t o n l y in * 

2 
1968 b u t a l s o in the f u t u r e . 

In e a r l y 1968 W a l l a c e d i s c u s s e d t h e i s s u e s of the c a m p a i g n w i t h 

J a m e s J a c k s o n K i l p a t r i c k . 

* n A N e w L o o k a t W a l l a c e - - W h a t He M a y Do to t he E l e c t i o n , tf 

U. 8 . N e w s , L X I V ( J a n u a r y 29, 1968) , 5 6 - 5 7 . 

2 i b i d . , p . 5 7 . 
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W h a t a r e t h e i s s u e s go ing to be in 1 9 6 8 ? . . . S c h o o l s , 
t h a t ' l l b e one t h i n g . By t h e f a l l of 1968, t he p e o p l e of C l e v e -
l a n d a n d C h i c a g o a n d G a r y a n d St . L o u i s w i l l b e s o g o d - d a m n e d 
s i c k a n d t i r e d of F e d e r a l i n t e r f e r e n c e in t h e i r l o c a l s c h o o l s , 
t h e y ' l l b e r e a d y to v o t e f o r W a l l a c e b y t h e t h o u s a n d s . The 
p e o p l e d o n ' t l i ke t h i s t r i f l i n ' w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n , t e l l i n ' ' e m 
w h i c h t e a c h e r s to h a v e to t e a c h in w h i c h s c h o o l s , a n d b u s s i n g 
l i t t l e b o y s a n d g i r l s h a l f a c r o s s a c i t y j u s t to a c h i e v e " t h e p r o p e r 
r a c i a l m i x . " . . . I ' l l g i v e y o u a n o t h e r b i g o n e f o r 1968: l a w 
a n d o r d e r . C r i m e in the s t r e e t s . T h e peo.ple a r e g o i n g to b e 
f e d up w i t h t h e s i s s y a t t i t u d e of L y n d o n J o h n s o n a n d a l l t he i n t e l -
l e c t u a l m o r o n s a n d t h e o r e t i c i a n s h e h a s a r o u n d h i m . T h e y ' r e 
f e d up w i t h a S u p r e m e C o u r t t h a t . . . i t ' s a s o r r y , l o u s y , n o -
a c c o u n t o u t f i t . . . . H o u s i n g ? S u r e , t h a t ' l l b e a n i s s u e . . . 
a n y t i m e the F e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t l a y s d o w n the l a w f o r p e o p l e 
. . . f i x i n g t h e t e r m s a n d c o n d i t i o n s on w h i c h t h e y c a n s e l l t h e i r 
own h o m e s . . . » F o l k s w o n ' t s t a n d f o r i t . A n d t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g 
a b o u t t h e s a l e of p r i v a t e h o u s i n g in the C o n s t i t u t i o n e i t h e r . . „ . 
V i e t n a m ? Y e a h . . . w e l l , I t h i n k w e ' v e go t to p o u r i t o n . W e ' v e 
go t to w i n t h i s w a r . . . 3 

T h e e a r l y d r a m a t i c w e e k s of A p r i l a l l o w e d the f i r s t h a l f of t h e 

c a m p a i g n to b e f o u g h t on W a l l a c e ' s c h o s e n g r o u n d . P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n ' s 

w i t h d r a w a l , t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n of D r . K i n g , t h e r i o t s , a n d e v e n t h e f i r s t 

f a i n t p r o s p e c t s of n e g o t i a t i o n s i n V i e t n a m i n c r e a s e d h i s a p p e a l to m i l -

l i o n s o f v o t e r s . T h e t h e m e of the t i m e s b e c a m e h i s t h e m e : l a w a n d 

4 

o r d e r . In c r i s i s he f e l t t h a t A m e r i c a n s h a d a t t e m p t e d to h o l d o n to 

s o m e c o h e s i v e i m a g e of t h e i r l a n d . H i s p l e d g e , e s p e c i a l l y to t he h a r d -

w o r k i n g , t a x - p a y i n g , m i d d l e - c l a s s m a j o r i t y w a s " t o g i v e the a v e r a g e 

m a n on the s t r e e t a c h a n c e to r e g a i n a v o i c e i n g o v e r n m e n t . 

W a l l a c e d e c i d e d e a r l y in t h e c a m p a i g n to go to the p u b l i c in 

o r d e r t o b u i l d a f a v o r a b l e n a t i o n a l i m a g e a n d f o r g e a n e w c o a l i t i o n of 
3 

Q u o t e d by T h e o d o r e H. W h i t e , The M a k i n g of t h e P r e s i d e n t - -
1968 (New Y o r k , 1969) , p . 3 4 6 . ~ 

/ 4 
L e w i s C h e s t e r , G o d f r e y H o d g s o n and B r u c e P a g e , An A m e r i -

c a n M e l o d r a m a : T h e P r e s i d e n t i a l C a m p a i g n of 1968 ( N e w Y o r k j 1969) , 
p p . 262 a n d 2&9. ~ 

5 " A N e w L o o k a t W a l l a c e , " p . 5 7 . 
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t h e d i s c o n t e n t e d a n d d i s a f f e c t e d * S i n c e h e d id n o t h a v e f u n d s to m a t c h those of 

o t h e r c o n t e n d e r s u s i n g m a s s m e d i a , h i s e x p o s u r e t o t h e p u b l i c w a s v i a 

a p p e a r a n c e s and s p e e c h e s . He e n j o y e d t h i s t y p e c a m p a i g n i n g b e c a u s e 

h e w a s g r e g a r i o u s , a n d e a s i l y i d e n t i f i e d 1 ' w i t h n t h e c o m m o n f o l k s . 1 1 In 

f a c e - t o - f a c e e n c o u n t e r s h e c o m m u n i c a t e d s i m p l e s o l u t i o n s to c o n t e m -

p o r a r y p r o b l e m s , and 'ibIks" r e s p o n d e d e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y a t the d i s m a y of 

h i s r i v a l s . H i s m e s s a g e s c o n v e y e d f a v o r a b l e i m p r e s s i o n s to h i s f o l -

l o w e r Sj w h o w e l c o m e d t h e m . M i n o r m o d i f i c a t i o n s of the i n d i v i d u a l 

v o t e r ' s k n o w l e d g e s t r u c t u r e t o o k p l a c e , a n d t h e m e s s a g e s s t a b l i z e d 

t h e d e s i r e d i m a g e . 

A l t h o u g h the m o v e m e n t ' s p o p u l a r i t y in A p r i l s h o w e d a H a r r i s 

p o l l r a t i n g of 12 p e r c e n t , i t w a s s t i l l r e g a r d e d a s a c o m i c s i d e - s h o w 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e s p r i n g of 1968 . The a s s a s s i n a t i o n of R o b e r t K e n n e d y 

b r o u g h t a j u m p to 14 p e r c e n t , a n d b y the e n d of t h e v i o l e n t C h i c a g o c o n -

v e n t i o n W a l l a c e w a s p o l l i n g 18 p e r c e n t . T h e u p s w i n g c o n t i n u e d to 21 

p e r c e n t in m i d - S e p t e m b e r , a n d e x p e c t a t i o n s w e r e s e t a t 30 p e r c e n t b y 

e l e c t i o n day, if the t r e n d c o n t i n u e d . T h i s w o u l d m e a n p o l i t i c a l d i s a s t e r , 

b e c a u s e n o p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e w o u l d h a v e a n E l e c t o r a l C o l l e g e 

. .f 6 

m a j o r i t y . 

W a l l a c e w a s e l a t e d a n d d e l i g h t e d i n t e l l i n g h i s a u d i e n c e s , n M y 

c a n d i d a c y r e m i n d s m e of t he o l d j o k e t h a t b e g i n s , ' T h e y l a u g h e d w h e n 

I s a t down to p l a y . . . 1 W e l l , n e i t h e r M r . N i x o n n o r M r . H u m p h r e y 
7 

a r e l a u g h i n g m u c h a n y m o r e . f! B y t h i s t i m e h e h a d e s t a b l i s h e d a 

6 
A r c h i b a l d M . C r o s s l e y a n d H e l e n M . C r o s s l e y , " P o l l i n g i n 

1/ 1968, 11 P u b l i c O p i n i o n Q u a r t e r l y ( S p r i n g 1969) , p p . 1 2 - 1 3 . 
7 

F o r t W o r t h S t a r - T e l e g r a m , O c t o b e r 20, 1968, p . 6 A . 
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d e f i n i t e i m a g e of a s t r o n g t h i r d - p a r t y c o n t e n d e r , a n d f e w p e o p l e , 

e s p e c i a l l y p o l i t i c i a n s , w e r e l a u g h i n g . 

In r e f e r r i n g to t h e h igh s t a n d i n g in t h e p o l l s , he b e l i e v e d h e w a s 

n o t o n l y " t e l l i n g t h e p e o p l e w h a t t h e y w a n t e d t o h e a r , 11 bu t w a s a l s o 

r e p r e s e n t i n g " t h e m a i n s t r e a m of A m e r i c a n t h o u g h t . " He r e i n f o r c e d 

t h e i m a g e by s a y i n g : 

• . . t h e r e a r e m o r e of u s l i t t l e f o l k s w i t h r i g h t i n s t i n c t s a n d 
c o m m o n s e n s e . . . t h a n t h e r e a r e of t h e l e f t w i n g t h e o r e t i c i a n s , 
b r i e f c a s e - t o t i n 1 b u r e a u c r a t s , i v o r y - t o w e r g u i d e l i n e w r i t e r s , 
b e a r d e d a n a r c h i s t s , s m a r t - a l e c e d i t o r i a l w r i t e r s a n d p o i n t y - g 
h e a d e d p r o f e s s o r s w h o c a n ' t e v e n p a r k t h e i r b i c y c l e s s t r a i g h t . 

T h e o p t i m i s m w a s s h o r t l i v e d . A f t e r t h e f i r s t w e e k i n O c t o b e r , t h e 

m o v e m e n t w a s d e c l i n i n g t o d e f e a t . F a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e 

d e c l i n e a n d d e f e a t a r e d i s c u s s e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e m a i n d e r of t h i s 

c h a p t e r . 

I d e o l o g i c a l D i m e n s i o n 

T h e I s s u e s 

B a s i c t o a l l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s a n i d e o l o g i c a l f o u n d a t i o n w h i c h 

s e r v e s a s a j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r s u b s e q u e n t a c t i o n s , a n e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e 

r e s u l t s , a n d a b a s i s f o r m a k i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d e c i s i o n s . A c c o r d i n g l y , 

W a l l a c e ' s c a m p a i g n o r g a n i z a t i o n h a d a n i d e o l o g i c a l s t r u c t u r e . F o r e a s e 

in e x a m i n i n g t h i s p h i l o s o p h y and s u b s e q u e n t i m a g e s , a l l c a n d i d a t e s c a n b e 

p l a c e d on an i m a g i n a r y p o l i t i c a l c o n t i n u u m . G e n e r a l l y , p o l l s t e r s p l a c e d 

H u b e r t H u m p h r e y , t h e l i b e r a l , t o t h e l e f t of c e n t e r . N i x o n , t h e m o d -

e r a t e , s t o o d j u s t t o t h e r i g h t of t h e p o l i t i c a l c e n t e r , and W a l l a c e , t h e 

e x t r e m i s t , s t o o d a good d i s t a n c e f a r t h e r t o the r i g h t . T h e s e p o s i t i o n s 

^ Ib id . 
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f l u c t u a t e d d u r i n g the c a m p a i g n a c c o r d i n g to the p e r c e p t i o n of the 

i n d i v i d u a l v o t e r at t h e t i m e , h o w e v e r , a f t e r t he c l o s e of t h e c a m p a i g n 

c a n d i d a t e s cou ld once a g a i n be p l a c e d in t h a t g e n e r a l o r d e r . 

D u r i n g the c a m p a i g n W a l l a c e 1 s e n t i r e p l a t f o r m w a s a r r a n g e d in to 
v 

a c o m p a c t o r a t i o n t a g g e d n T h e S p e e c h , n w h i c h i n c l u d e d V i e t n a m , the 

C i v i l R i g h t s Ac t , W a t t s r i o t i n g , t h e U. N. , and S toke ly C a r m i c h a e l . T h e 

s p e e c h had no con t i nu i t y o t h e r t h a n W a l l a c e ' s e n t h u s i a s m f o r c o m -

m u n i c a t i n g i t . T h e s p e e c h did r e v e a l the c o n s e r v a t i v e a t t i t u d e s he w a s 

s t r e s s i n g and f e l l in l ine wi th h i s p o s i t i o n on the p o l i t i c a l c o n t i n u u m . 

Hi s b i g g e s t a t t r a c t i o n w a s t h e s t a n d on M law and o r d e r , n a n d in r e g a r d > 

to t h i s he s t a t e d : 
W e ' v e got to c h a n g e s o m e of the d e c i s i o n s of the c o u r t s t ha t 
have h a n d c u f f e d the p o l i c e and a l l l aw e n f o r c e m e n t in o u r 
c o u n t r y . W e ' v e got to m a k e i t p o s s i b l e to pu t a c r i m i n a l beh ind 
the b a r s . I d o n ' t m e a n t h a t we m u s t c r e a t e a n a t i o n a l p o l i c e 
f o r c e - - I ' m a g a i n s t t ha t . . . . 

A s P r e s i d e n t I would s t a n d wi th the p o l i c e . And when 
t h e s t a t e s c a l l e d upon t h e G o v e r n m e n t f o r he lp , . . . I would 
r e s p o n d wi th s u f f i c i e n t t r o o p s to q u e l l any d o m e s t i c d i s o r d e r 
and to m a k e it s a f e to w a l k t he s t r e e t s of ou r c i t i e s . 9 

In w iden ing t h e gap b e t w e e n t h e o t h e r two c o n t e n d e r s and h i m s e l f he s a i d : 

When both n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s s ay w e ' v e got to r e m o v e the 
c a u s e of r i o t i n g , loo t ing , and b u r n i n g , t h e y ' r e s a y i n g t h a t t h e s e 
a n a r c h i s t s have a c a u s e . T h i s c a u s e i s n o n s e n s e . If p o l i c e r a n 
t h i n g s f o r two y e a r s w e ' d get t h e s e p r o b l e m s s t r a i g h t e n e d out . 10 

In c o n t r a s t to W a l l a c e ' s s t and , Nixon p r o m i s e d to e s t a b l i s h a 

c a b i n e t - l e v e l c o u n c i l t o c o o r d i n a t e F e d e r a l p o l i c y on c r i m e , u s e w i r e -

t app ing , and i n c r e a s e p o l i c e e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s . H u m p h r e y 

^ " G e o r g e W a l l a c e T e l l s H i s P l a n s , " U . S . N e w s , LXIV ( J u n e 
17, 1968), 59. 

^ J a m e s H. M c B a t h and W a l t e r R. F i s h e r , " P e r s u a s i o n in 
P r e s i d e n t i a l C a m p a i g n C o m m u n i c a t i o n , The Q u a r t e r l y J o u r n a l of 
S p e e c h , LX ( F e b r u a r y , 1969), 21. 
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d e f e n d e d S u p r e m e C o u r t d e c i s i o n s , p r o p o s e d m o r e F e d e r a l a id to c o u r t s , 

and u r g e d law e n f o r c e m e n t a g e n t s to " . . . u s e m i n i m u m f o r c e . . . . 

m a k e a r r e s t s r a p i d l y and in s u f f i c i e n t n u m b e r to s t e m the t i d e of v i o -

l e n c e . . . . r a t h e r t h a n shoo t ing . 

On V i e t n a m W a l l a c e ' s p o s i t i o n w a s e q u a l l y a s s i m p l e a n d c o n -

s e r v a t i v e . 

I [Wallace] f e e l t h a t t h e r e a r e d i p l o m a t i c and p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a -
t i o n s invo lved in S o u t h e a s t A s i a , but I t h ink the o v e r - r i d i n g one 
i s t h a t of the m i l i t a r y . In m y j u d g m e n t t h e r e c a n be a m i l i t a r y 
c o n c l u s i o n in V i e t n a m . . . . If the p e a c e t a l k s f a i l , w e ought t o 
l e a n on the J o i n t C h i e f s of Staff and win t h i s w a r m i l i t a r i l y . And f 
we ought t o t e l l o u r a l l i e s , " y o u ' v e got to he lp u s if you u s e ou r 
m o n e y and o u r n u c l e a r sh i e ld , and if you d o n ' t he lp u s you w i l l 
have to p a y b a c k wji^t you owe us , and w e ' v e going to cu t off 
f o r e i g n a id t o you. 

Nixon, on t h e o t h e r hand, f a v o r e d a b o m b i n g ha l t in N o r t h V i e t -

n a m if A m e r i c a n l i v e s w e r e not e n d a n g e r e d , d e - A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n of t h e 

w a r , and a r o l e in p o s t w a r Sa igon g o v e r n m e n t f o r " a n y i n d i v i d u a l " who 

r e j e c t e d the u s e of f o r c e . H u m p h r e y s t a t e d he wou ld s top the b o m b i n g 

of N o r t h V i e t n a m if H a n o i gave o p t i m i s t i c s i g n s . He a l s o c a l l e d f o r a 

g r a d u a l w i t h d r a w a l of A m e r i c a n t r o o p s and f r e e e l e c t i o n s in South 

V i e t n a m . ^ 

On s l e e p e r i s s u e s s u c h a s a r m s c o n t r o l , W a l l a c e a d v o c a t e d 

w a i t i n g " a w h i l e " on r a t i f i c a t i o n of t h e n o n p r o l i f e r a t i o n t r e a t y but s p e e d -

ing up c o n s t r u c t i o n of a n t i - b a l l i s t i c m i s s i l e (ABM) i n s t a l l a t i o n s . On 

^ T h e Sunday O k l a h o m a n , N o v e m b e r 3, 1968, Sec . A, p. 29. 

12 
v M i c h a e l D e F o r r e s t , e d i t o r , G e o r g e W a l l a c e : A R e b e l a n d H i s 

C a u s e (New Y o r k , 1968), pp. 2 8 - 2 9 . 
13 

"How the C a n d i d a t e s D i f f e r on I s s u e s , " N e w s w e e k , LXXI 
( N o v e m b e r 4, 1968), 37. 
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t h i s i s s u e H u m p h r e y 1 s s e n t i m e n t s w e r e a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l , w h i l e N i x o n 

14 

u r g e d p r o m p t r a t i f i c a t i o n a n d l i m i t e d A B M d e p l o y m e n t . W a l l a c e 

o r a t e d l i t t l e on s u c h c o m p l e x and d e t a i l e d m a t t e r s a s t a x e s , f i s c a l p o l -

i c y , f o r e i g n t r a d e , o r e c o n o m i c q u e s t i o n s in g e n e r a l . W h e r e b o t h H u m -

p h r e y and N i x o n h a d a b a t t e r y of e c o n o m i c a d v i s e r s , he s t o o d a l o n e . He 

f e l t p o l i t i c i a n s in t h e p a s t h a d c o m p l i c a t e d s o l u t i o n s to s i m p l e p r o b l e m s , 

s o h e d e s i r e d to p o r t r a y the i m a g e of at m a n who h a d " s i m p l e s o l u t i o n s 

f o r e v e r y s i t u a t i o n , " a n d t h e s e s e e m e d g u a r a n t e e d to e l i m i n a t e o r m i n i -

m i z e t h e p r o b l e m s . 

H i s p o s i t i o n on t a x e s w a s s i m p l e . T h e y w e r e t o o h i g h . T a x 

e x e m p t i o n s s h o u l d b e r e v o k e d f o r n o n - p r o f i t f o u n d a t i o n s , a n d t a x i n c e n -

t i v e s f o r i n d u s t r y b u i l d i n g in r u r a l a r e a s s h o u l d b e i n v o k e d . He a l s o 

b e l i e v e d the p o v e r t y p r o g r a m h a d p u t too m u c h e m p h a s i s on i n t e g r a t i o n 

a n d s h o u l d b e a b o l i s h e d , w i t h the m o n e y s p e n t i n s t e a d on t r a d e s c h o o l s . 

" T h e f r e e e n t e r p r i s e s y s t e m h a d a l l e v i a t e d m o r e p o v e r t y t h a n a l l t he 
15 

f e d e r a l p r o g r a m s c o m b i n e d . 1 1 T h i s a p p r o a c h to " s i m p l e s o l u t i o n s 1 ' 

s o o n p r o m p t e d a n u m b e r of v o t e r s to a c c e p t t he m a n a n d h i s i d e o l o g i c a l 

i m a g e . 

A l t h o u g h G e o r g e W a l l a c e c a m p a i g n e d u n d e r t he b a n n e r of a " l a w 

a n d o r d e r " c o n s e r v a t i v e , t he r e a l i s s u e t h a t c a u s e d h i s i m a g e a n d p o p u -

l a r i t y to s k y r o c k e t w a s " f o r c e d i n t e g r a t i o n . " T h i s c a u g h t m o s t p o l i t i -

c i a n s a n d c o m m e n t a t o r s b y s u r p r i s e . T h e t h i r d - p a r t y o p e r a t i o n t r a n s -

f e r r e d m a n y of t h e t e c h n i q u e s a n d d e v i c e s of D e e p Sou th p r o v i n c i a l 
1 4 t k . ^ 

I b i d . 

^ " W a l l a c e S t i r s T h e m U p , " B u s i n e s s W e e k ( S e p t e m b e r 14, 1968) , 
p . 36 . 
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p o l i t i c s to t h e n a t i o n a l s c e n e . The f a c t t h a t m i l l i o n s of s o u t h e r n e r s a n d 

n o r t h e r n e r s s a w t h e N o r t h a s s t i l l b e i n g the e n e m y in the r a g i n g w a r 

b e t w e e n t h e s t a t e s b e c a m e e v i d e n t a s h i s p o p u l a r i t y g r e w , W a l l a c e 

i d e n t i f i e d t h e o r i g i n of h i s m o v e m e n t w h e n h e s a i d t
< # T h i s m o v e m e n t 

h a d i t s s t a r t in t h e D e e p S o u t h . I ' d l i k e to a p p e a l t o the s o u l of the S o u t h 

16 

so w e c a n j o i n t o g e t h e r a n d go ou t to t h e r e s t of t h e c o u n t r y a n d w i n , 1 1 

T h i s p l a y on l l r a , c i a l f e a r s 1 1 w a s a c o m m o n a p p e a l u s e d b y a l l s k i l l f u l 

S o u t h e r n p o l i t i c i a n s . A s ^Robert S h e r r i l l s a y s , f l H e [Wal lace] w a s m o r e 

s u c c e s s f u l t h a n o t h e r s in p r e v i o u s e r a s o n l y b e c a u s e the d i s l o c a t i o n of 

the b l a c k p e o p l e a n d t he i n a b i l i t y of t he n a t i o n to a b s o r b t h e s e u n h a p p y 
17 

w a n d e r e r s h a d p a n i c k e d so m a n y w h i t e n o n - S o u t h e r n e r s , M 

W a l l a c e h a d u s e d a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l w o r d s i n 1963, a s h e t a l k e d to 

A l a b a m a a n d w a v e d the b a n n e r of s e g r e g a t i o n , b u t in 1968 h e d i s c o v e r e d 

a d i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e h a d to b e u s e d to r e a c h t h e n a t i o n . A s C h e s t e r , 

H o d g s o n , a n d P a g e p o i n t e d ou t in A n A m e r i c a n M e l o d r a m a , " h e h a d 

l e a r n e d to a d a p t to N o r t h e r n s e n s i b i l i t i e s , one of the o l d e s t d e v i c e s i n 
18 

the Southern p o l i t i c i a n ' s a r m o r y . He ta lked in c o d e . " The s i n g l e 

s p e e c h h e had t e m p e r e d and f o r g e d a f t e r s e v e r a l y e a r s w o r k w a s the 

s a m e , b u t the w o r d s " s e g r e g a t i o n , " " N i g g e r , " and "n igra" d r o p p e d out 

of h i s p u b l i c v o c a b u l a r y . Once dur ing the c a m p a i g n he a d m i t t e d , "I 

don't ta lk about r a c e or s e g r e g a t i o n any m o r e . . . . W e ' r e ta lk ing about 

l a w and o r d e r , and l o c a l c o n t r o l of s c h o o l s , no t t h o s e o t h e r things."**? 

In t h e i r p l a c e w e r e added the w o r d s " N e g r o " ( k n e e - g r o w ) , " b l a c k - p e o p l e ; " 
16 

Quoted by R o b e r t S h e r r i l l , Gothic P o l i t i c s in the D e e p South 
(New York, 1968) , p. 303 . 

Ibid. ^Ibid. , p. 279 . ^ Q u o t e d by S h e r r i l l , Ibid. , p . 662 . 
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a n d s t a t e m e n t s l i ke t he f o l l o w i n g a p p e a r e d ; " I h a v e n e v e r in m y l i f e 

m a d e a s p e e c h t h a t w o u l d r e f l e c t u p o n a n y o n e r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r r a c e , 

20 

c o l o r , c r e e d o r n a t i o n a l o r i g i n a n d I d o n ' t i n t e n d to do s o . 1 1 H i s c a m -

p a i g n m a t e r i a l a n d e s p e c i a l l y the " b i o g r a p h y 1 ' p r e s e n t e d W a l l a c e i n a 

p r o - N e g r o l i g h t , b u t h i s s t a t e m e n t s i n d i c a t e d a d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e . He 

p r o m i s e d to b r i n g a b o u t r e p e a l of a l l l a w s t h a t w e r e b e i n g u s e d to f o r c e 

i n t e g r a t i o n . T h e s e l a w s i n c l u d e d f o r c e d i n t e g r a t i o n in s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , 

f o r c e d b u s s i n g of c h i l d r e n , f o r c e d r e s t r i c t i o n o n a h o m e o w n e r in h i s 

c h o i c e of a b u y e r o r r e n t e r f o r h i s p r o p e r t y , a n d o p p o s i t i o n to i n c r e a s e d 

G o v e r n m e n t e f f o r t s to f o r c e n e i g h b o r h o o d i n t e g r a t i o n . R i c h a r d N i x o n 

a l s o e x p r e s s e d o p p o s i t i o n to " f o r c e d i n t e g r a t i o n 1 1 a n d t h e u s e of p u b l i c 

f u n d s to b u s c h i l d r e n f r o m on n e i g h b o r h o o d to a n o t h e r . H u b e r t H u m -

p h r e y , on t h e o p p o s i t e e n d of the c o n t i n u u m , w a s s e e n i n m a n y v o t e r s 1 

e y e s a s u n i t e d w i t h the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g h a d a s t r o n g b a s e in t h e S o u t h , 

e s p e c i a l l y a m o n g the u n h a p p y p e o p l e w h o l o n g e d f o r the d a y s of w h i t e 

s u p r e m a c y . H i s r h e t o r i c w a s a i m e d a t t h i s b a s e a n d c o d e d f o r a c c e p t -

a n c e b y t h e r e m a i n d e r of t h e n a t i o n . He s o u g h t to f o r m a n e w c o a l i t i o n 

of t h e d i s c o n t e n t e d a n d d i s a f f e c t e d b u t h i s h o p e s r e q u i r e d a p p r o v a l b y , 

b l u e - c o l l a r w o r k e r s in t h e n o r t h e r n a n d w e s t e r n u r b a n a r e a s , a n d t h e 

w h i t e m i n o r i t y g r o u p s . S i n c e h e r e c e i v e d o n l y 13. 5 p e r c e n t of t h e 

e l e c t o r a l v o t e a n d 9*5 m i l l i o n p o p u l a r v o t e s , i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t h i s i m a g e 

w a s a c c e p t e d b y a s m a l l a m o u n t of t h e e l e c t o r a t e b u t r e j e c t e d by t h e 

m a j o r i t y . T h o s e w h o f a v o r e d W a l l a c e f o u n d h i s a t t i t u d e s on t h e a b o v e 

^ G e o r g e C . W a l l a c e , " Q u o t e s f r o m S p e e c h e s a n d I n t e r v i e w s , " 
T h e W a l l a c e C a m p a i g n , M o n t g o m e r y , A l a b a m a , p . 1. 
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i s s u e s in h a r m o n y wi th t h e i r own. T h e fo l lowing s e c t i o n d e s c r i b e s t h e 

a t t i t u d e s of t h e s e p e o p l e and a l s o t h o s e who r e j e c t e d t h e i m a g e of 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e . 

A t t i t u d e s of t he E l e c t o r a t e t o w a r d W a l l a c e 

T h e pub l i c i m a g e of e a c h c a n d i d a t e f l u c t u a t e d , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 

of W a l l a c e . F i r m i d e o l o g i c a l p o l a r i t i e s of l e f t and r i g h t did not c r y s t a -

l i z e e x c e p t a m o n g h i s m o s t m i l i t a n t s u p p o r t e r s . I n s t e a d , the V i e t n a m 

W a r and t h e r a c e i s s u e o v e r l a p p e d and c o m b i n e d wi th d i f f e r e n t c o n s t i t u e n c i e s 

of h i s c a m p a i g n to p r o d u c e a s h a r p r i s e in t he p o l l s . T h e s u d d e n d e c l i n e 

and r e s u l t a n t f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e d tha t the p o s i t i o n s h i f t w a s not p e r m a n e n t . 

D e e p South . - - T h e a p p e a l of the A l a b a m i a n w a s s t r o n g e s t in t he 

D e e p South, w h e r e he swept a l l e l e c t o r a l v o t e s wi th t h e e x c e p t i o n of South 

C a r o l i n a . H i s showing t h e r e w a s at t he e x p e n s e of t he G O P p a r t y , w h i c h 

c a r r i e d the South in 19 64 wi th B a r r y G o l d w a t e r . In t h a t s e c t i o n of the 

c o u n t r y a p o l i t i c s of r e s e n t m e n t on the r a c e i s s u e w a s o p e r a t i n g . T h e 

l e s s w e l l - t o - d o w o r k i n g c l a s s and l o w e r m i d d l e c l a s s w e r e s t i r r e d by the 

N e g r o r e v o l u t i o n , i t s l i b e r a l and r a d i c a l wh i t e s u p p o r t e r s . T h e y 

r e s p o n d e d to W a l l a c e out of r e s p e c t , t r u s t , and a m u t u a l c o m m u n i c a t i n g 

21 

ab i l i t y . He spoke to t h e m d i r e c t l y a s one of t h e m . 

T h r o u g h o u t the r e m a i n d e r of the c o u n t r y he a l s o d r e w m o d e r a t e 

s u p p o r t , h i s a p p e a l be ing w e a k e s t in the New E n g l a n d and F a r W e s t 

r e g i o n s . In t h e s e a r e a s p r e c i n c t d a t a i n d i c a t e d he d r e w m o s t h e a v i l y 

f r o m s e c t i o n s o r d i n a r i l y e x p e c t e d to vote D e m o c r a t i c . T h i s g e n e r a l l y 

21 
Dav id R i e s m a n , " A m e r i c a M o v e s to t h e R igh t , 11 New Y o r k 

T i m e s M a g a z i n e ( O c t o b e r 27, 1968), p. 69. 
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c o n s t i t u t e d a p r o t e s t and r e n u n c i a t i o n group who w e r e "out of s y m p a t h y " 

w i t h the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and a l l i t s w o r k s . The vo te in l a r g e p a r t w a s 

undec ided but wou ld p r o b a b l y h a v e gone to N i x o n if W a l l a c e had not b e e n 

22 \s 
on the b a l l o t . 

W h e n W a l l a c e w a s p o l l i n g o n l y f i v e p e r c e n t , h i s s t r e n g t h i n t h e 

N o r t h w a s a t t r i b u t a b l e to B i r c h i t e s a n d G o l d w a t e r i t e s . H o w e v e r , a s i t 

a p p r o a c h e d 20 p e r c e n t h e w a s d r a w i n g a c r o s s l a s h b e t w e e n t w o k i n d s 

of v o t e r s : f i r s t , t he m i d d l e - c l a s s c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d i n d e p e n d e n t v o t e r s , 

m a n y of w h o m h a d s u p p o r t e d M c C a r t h y ; a n d s e c o n d , t h e w h i t e w o r k i n g -

c l a s s D e m o c r a t s , 

M i d d l e - c l a s s c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d i n d e p e n d e n t . - - T h e p r o p o r t i o n of 

i n d e p e n d e n t v o t e r s in t he e l e c t o r a t e h a d r i s e n r a p i d l y b e t w e e n 1964 a n d 

1968 to a n a l l - t i m e h i g h . G e n e r a l l y , t h e y w e r e found a m o n g t h e y o u n g , 

b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d , a n d m o r e a f f l u e n t . T h e y r e p r e s e n t e d a s e g m e n t a l i e n -

a t e d f r o m the r e s t . A C B S p r e - e l e c t i o n p o l l e s t i m a t e d t h a t 43 p e r c e n t 

of the A m e r i c a n e l e c t o r a t e w o u l d h a v e p r e f e r r e d a d i f f e r e n t c h o i c e a m o n g 

c a n d i d a t e s . ^ 

T w o s i m i l a r p o l l s , o n e b y L o u i s H a r r i s a n d the o t h e r b y G e o r g e 

G a l l u p , a l s o m e a s u r e d the e x t e n t of p o l i t i c a l d i s a f f e c t i o n . G a l l u p i n d i -

c a t e d 15 m i l l i o n r e g i s t e r e d A m e r i c a n s t ! s a t ou t H t h e e l e c t i o n e i t h e r f r o m 

l a c k of i n t e r e s t in p o l i t i c s o r f r o m d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h the t h r e e c a n d i d a t e s , 

^ A n g u s C a m p b e l l , " H o w We V o t e d - - A n d Why, ft N a t i o n , C C V I I 
( N o v e m b e r 25, 1968) , 5 5 1 . 

23 
W a l t e r D e a n B u r n h a m , " E l e c t i o n 1968 : The A b o r t i v e L a n d -

s l i d e , n T r a n s - A c t i o n , V ( D e c e m b e r , 1968), 2 1 . 
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A m a j o r i t y of 54 p e r c e n t in the l a t e s t p o s t - e l e c t i o n s u r v e y s a i d they 

24 

had sp l i t t h e i r t i c k e t and vo ted f o r c a n d i d a t e s of d i f f e r e n t p a r t i e s . 

M a n y of t h e s e i n d e p e n d e n t v o t e r s ; f e e l i n g a l i e n a t e d f r o m the 

m a i n s t r e a m of s o c i e t y , adop ted the i m a g e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e and h i s 

p a r t y . T h e y c o n s i d e r e d h im a n e s t r a n g e d and p e r s e c u t e d p o l i t i c i a n who 

would g ive Mhis l a s t f u l l m e a s u r e of devo t ion 1 ' f o r A m e r i c a . T h e o d o r e 

H. Whi t e b r i n g s t h i s out in h i s book, The M a k i n g of the P r e s i d e n t 1968. 

, f T h e r e w a s a l w a y s a g r a n d s e n s e of p e r s e c u t i o n a m o n g the W a l l a c e 

w o r k e r s , a n e a r l y r e l i g i o u s f a i th t h a t e v e r y o n e w a s a g a i n s t t h e m but 

the p e o p l e , and t h a t the s a v i n g of whi t e A m e r i c a f r o m t h e p o i n t y - h e a d s 
25 

w a s a c a u s e g r e a t e r than p o l i t i c s . n 

F o r m a n y of the i n d e p e n d e n t s a d r i f t to G e o r g e W a l l a c e w a s the 

only m e a n s of r e g i s t e r i n g p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e n 0 1 d P o l i t i c s . n C o m m e n t a -

t o r s and p o l i t i c i a n s e x p r e s s e d a s t o n i s h m e n t t h a t v o t e r s who s u p p o r t e d 

K e n n e d y and M c C a r t h y in M a r c h cou ld s w i t c h to W a l l a c e in S e p t e m b e r , 

but d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , a s A r t h u r S c h l e s i n g e r J r . , w r i t e s , n T h e W a l l a c e 

e f f o r t f o r a m o m e n t m o v e d beyond i t s r a c i s t b a s e and b e c a m e a r e s p o s i -
26 

t o r y f o r g e n e r a l r e s e n t m e n t and r a n c o r t h r o u g h o u t t h e l and . u 

A l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e of the v o t e r s who a c c e p t e d W a l l a c e ' s i m a g e 

w e r e t h e d i s c o n t e n t e d m i d d l e - i n c o m e w h i t e s . Many w e r e w e l l d r e s s e d , 

w e l l h o u s e d , and r e l a t i v e l y w e l l e d u c a t e d . T h e y w e r e I r i s h , J e w i s h , 
24 

" U n j u s t and Unequa l , 11 The Nat ion , CCVII ( D e c e m b e r 30, 
1968), 708. 

Whi te , p. 347. 

2 6 
A r t h u r S c h l e s i n g e r J r . , " T h e 1968 E l e c t i o n : An H i s t o r i c a l 

P e r s p e c t i v e , " V i t a l S p e e c h e s , XXXV ( D e c e m b e r 15, 1968), 151. 
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P o l i s h , I t a l i an , and a few N e g r o e s . M a n y w e r e m o r e a n t i - J o h n s o n and 

a n t i - H u m p h r e y t h a n p r o - W a l l a c e . The n e t f a m i l y i n c o m e w a s u n d e r 

1/ $6, 000 a y e a r , a m e a g e r a m o u n t to r u n a h o u s e and c a r and s u p p o r t a 

h u s b a n d , w i f e and t w o o r t h r e e c h i l d r e n . T h e W a l l a c e m a n l ived in a 

c o m f o r t a b l e h o m e n e a r the c e n t r a l c i ty w h e r e t h e c r i m e r a t e w a s h igh 

b e c a u s e W a l l a c e w a s t h e f i r s t p o l i t i c i a n to s a y n y o u r w i f e c a n go t o the 

27 

s u p e r m a r k e t wi thou t f e a r of m o l e s t a t i o n when I ' m P r e s i d e n t * 11 

Al though o p p o r t u n i s t i c , t h a t p r o m i s e c o m m u n i c a t e d m u c h to the W a l l a c e 

m a n . He a l s o b e l i e v e d a n o t h e r p r o m i s e : n . . . a m a n who w o r k s 25 y e a r s 
28 

to own h i s own h o u s e ought t o be ab l e to s e l l it to w h o e v e r he w a n t s to . H 

A l t h o u g h the c i t i z e n w a s p r o b a b l y f o r c i v i l r i g h t s a t one t i m e , he now 

f e a r e d N e g r o e s m i g h t m o v e in to h i s n e i g h b o r h o o d and f o r c e h im to 

s e l l h i s h o u s e ait pan i c p r i c e s . 

He b e l i e v e d W a l l a c e would s u p p o r t , f t he i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of a 

p a r e n t to d e c i d e w h e r e h i s c h i l d r e n should go to s c h o o l . n T h i s w a s 

i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e he cou ld not a f f o r d p r i v a t e s c h o o l s , and the s c h o o l s 

in c e n t r a l c i t i e s w e r e i n f e r i o r . He b e l i e v e d the " p s e u d o - i n t e l l e c t u a l s , T< 

t he " g u i d e l i n e w r i t e r s , 11 and H t h e i v o r y - t o w e r e d i t o r i a l i s t s 1 * w e r e h i s 

e n e m i e s , the ones who a d v o c a t e d i n t e g r a t i n g s c h o o l s , open hous ing , and 

r e s t r i c t i n g t he p o l i c e p o w e r . Appea l ing to the m i d d l e - c l a s s c o n s e r v a -

t i v e s and i n d e p e n d e n t s , W a l l a c e b a c k e d up h i s c l a i m wi th a t y p i c a l s e l f -

s e r v i n g e x a m p l e . " T h e r e a r e 535 m e m b e r s of C o n g r e s s and a lot of 
t h e s e have c h i l d r e n too . You know how m a n y s e n d t h e i r k id s t o the 

29 

pub l i c s c h o o l s in W a s h i n g t o n ? Six . 11 

27 
v S t e w a r t A l s o p , n T h e W a l l a c e Man, 11 N e w s w e e k , LXXII 

( O c t o b e r 21, 1968), 116. 
2 8 I b i d . 2 9 I b i d . 



91 

W h i t e w o r k i n g - c l a s s d e m o c r a t s . - - A f e w of t h e s e D e m o c r a t s 

w e r e d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y m a r g i n a l D e m o c r a t s , a c c o r d i n g to E d w a r d 

S c h n e i e r . T h e y w e r e r e g i s t e r e d w i t h t he D e m o c r a t i c p a r t y b u t t h e i r 

e c o n o m i c , sociat l , and e t h n i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s c o u l d n o r m a l l y b e a s s o -

c i a t e d w i t h R e p u b l i c a n i s m , In t i m e s of d i s c o n t e n t t h e y c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d 

t o v o t e R e p u b l i c a n o r n o t a t a l l , b u t t h e W a l l a c e c a n d i d a c y a l l o w e d t h e m 

to e x p r e s s t h e i r h o s t i l i t y to n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s w i t h o u t s e v e r i n g t h e i r 

30 

t r a d i t i o n a l p a r t y t i e s , 

O l i v e r Q u a y l e a n d h i s a s s o c i a t e s , in c o m p i l i n g a s t u d y of D e m o -

c r a t i c d e f e c t i o n s to W a l l a c e , i d e n t i f i e d m o r e c l e a r l y t h e d e f e c t o r s . The 

s t u d y w a s c o n d u c t e d in l a t e J u l y and e a r l y A u g u s t a m o n g a c r o s s - s e c t i o n 

of v o t e r s in s e v e n m i d - w e s t e r n a n d m i d - A t l a n t i c s t a t e s . T h e f i n d i n g s 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t W a l l a c e D e m o c r a t s w e r e m o r e l i k e l y to b e f r o m b l u e -

col la r^ and to s o m e d e g r e e , f a r m f a m i l i e s , u n i o n m e m b e r s , m i d d l e - i n c o m e 
31 

(un ion w a g e l e v e l ) w o r k e r s , a n d w h i t e c i t i z e n s . 

In the e a r l y m o n t h s of the c a m p a i g n W a l l a c e s l i c e d a w a y a t t h e 

l a b o r v o t e , a n d b y e a r l y S e p t e m b e r h e h a d w h a t a p p e a r e d to b e a s o l i d 

g r o u p of u n i o n - m e m b e r v o t e s . A p r i v a t e p o l l t a k e n b y W a l t e r R e u t h e r ' s 

e a s t e r n d i r e c t o r s of the U n i t e d A u t o W o r k e r s y i n C o n n e c t i c u t ^ d i s c l o s e d 
32 

a 3 0 - p e r c e n t p r e f e r e n c e f o r W a l l a c e o v e r a l l o t h e r c a n d i d a t e s . A 

p o l l in t h e UAW N e w J e r s e y p l a n t on A u g u s t 17 g a v e W a l l a c e a l a n d -

s l i d e w i n of 430 v o t e s c o m p a r e d to N ixon*s 9 2 . In W i l l o w S p r i n g s , 
3 0 E d w a r d S c h n e i e r , " T h e S c a r o f W a l l a c e , " T h e N a t i o n , C C V I I 

( N o v e m b e r 4 , 1968) , 4 5 6 . 
11 C a m p a i g n 1968, n A t l a n t i c , C C X X I I ( N o v e m b e r , 1968) , 14. 

32 
D a i l y O k l a h o m a n , A u g u s t 24, 1968, e d i t o r i a l p a g e . 
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33 

I l l i n o i s , the v o t e w a s 315 f o r W a l l a c e a n d 33 f o r N i x o n . T h e s e p o l l s 

i n d i c a t e d to H u m p h r e y t h a t "Wallace w a s t a k i n g v o t e s n o t o n l y f r o m t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n s b u t a l s o f r o m t h e D e m o c r a t s w h o u s u a l l y o b t a i n e d 70 p e r 

c e n t of t h e u n i o n v o t e . A N e w s w e e k p o l l on O c t o b e r 31 h a d t h e f o l l o w -

i n g r e p o r t : 
A t the m o m e n t , H u m p h r e y a p p e a r s to b e hur t ing m o s t i n 

t h e l o n g t i m e b a s t i o n of D e m o c r a t i c s t r e n g t h , t h e r a n k a n d f i l e of 
l a b o r , w i t h W a l l a c e d o i n g m o s t of t h e d a m a g e . H H H ' s c h a n c e s 
h e r e d e p e n d l a r g e l y on the s u c c e s s of l a b o r l e a d e r s , m o s t of 
w h o m s u p p o r t h i m , i n s m o t h e r i n g the e m o t i o n a l W a l l a c e s u r g e 
w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l b r e a d - a n d - b u t t e r a p p e a l s a n d g r i d i n g t h e t h i r d -
p a r t y v o t e b a c k 8 o r 10 p o i n t s f r o m i t s 24 p e r c e n t l e v e l . ^ 4 

S e v e r a l r e a s o n s w e r e l i s t e d b y A u g u s t S c h o l l e , p r e s i d e n t of t h e 

M i c h i g a n A F C - C I O , f o r t h e d e f e c t i o n to W a l l a c e : (1) a r a p i d i n f l u x of 

y o u n g w o r k e r s w h o " t a k e a l l t h e i r b e n e f i t s f o r g r a n t e d " a n d r e p l a c e d 

v e t e r a n s ; (2) a g e n e r a l " l a c k of l o y a l t y a n d r e s p e c t " e x i s t e d f o r t h o s e 

w h o f o u g h t f o r l a b o r ' s g o a l s i n t h e p a s t ( J o h n s o n a n d H u m p h r e y f o r e x a m -

p l e s ) , a n d (3) a g e n e r a l u n r e s t a n d r e b e l l i o n h a d b e e n c a u s e d b y t h e 

35 

V i e t n a m e s e W a r , i n c r e a s i n g t a x a t i o n , a n d o t h e r f a c t o r s . 

O t h e r a n a l y s t s a r g u e d the s e p a r a t i o n w a s c a u s e d b y r a c i s m . T h e 

w h i t e w o r k e r s f e l t e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e t w o - p a r t y s y s t e m b e c a u s e e x t r a 

a t t e n t i o n w a s b e i n g p a i d t h e N e g r o . T h e y c o m p l a i n e d N e g r o e s w e r e 

h i r e d " w i t h o u t b e i n g q u a l i f i e d , " to c o m p l y w i t h g o v e r n m e n t r u l e s u n d e r 

t h e c i v i l r i g h t s l a w , F e a r s f o r t h e i r j o b s a n d s e n i o r i t y w e r e i n c r e a s e d 

33 
" W o r r y i n g a b o u t W a l l a c e , " T h e N a t i o n , C C V I I ( S e p t e m b e r 2, 

1968) , 165. 

34 
" 1 9 6 8 ' s V o t i n g P a t t e r n s , " N e w s w e e k , L X X I I ( O c t o b e r 21 , 

1968) , 3 1 . 

^ B . J . W i d i c k , " W h y T h e y L i k e W a l l a c e , " The N a t i o n , C C V I I 
( O c t o b e r 14, 1968) , 3 5 9 . 
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w h e n g h e t t o j o b l e s s w e r e h i r e d a n d t r a i n e d f o r j o b s t h a t w o u l d e l e v a t e 

3 6 

t h e m a b o v e u n i o n i s t s h a v i n g s e v e r a l y e a r s s e n i o r i t y . 

In e s t a b l i s h i n g a n i m a g e t h a t w o u l d b e a c c e p t a b l e to t h e s e l a b o r 

v o t e r s , W a l l a c e c h a r a c t e r i z e d h i m s e l f a s a l i f e l o n g f r i e n d of t h e w o r k i n g 

m a n w i t h a r e c o r d of n u n b r o k e n o p p o s i t i o n to a n t i - l a b o r l e g i s l a t i o n . n 

In s u p p o r t i n g t h i s i m a g e h e p r o m i s e d to (1) p r o h i b i t g o v e r n m e n t i n t e r -

f e r e n c e in t he i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of l a b o r u n i o n s ; (2) s u p p o r t l e g i s l a t i o n t o 

p r o v i d e a n e q u i t a b l e m i n i m u m w a g e a n d d e s i r a b l e w o r k i n g h o u r s , a n d 

(3) s t o p g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s f r o m a n y c o e r c i v e a c t i o n in s t r i k e s e t t l e -
f. 3 7 

m e n t s . 

F a r m J o u r n a l , N o v e m b e r , 1968, e x p r e s s e d s u s p i c i o n s t h a t 

W a l l a c e a l s o h a d a s t r o n g h o l d on f a r m v o t e s . A s a m p l e of 1134 f a r m e r s 

t a k e n f r o m c o a s t to c o a s t in S e p t e m b e r f o u n d N i x o n w i t h 52 p e r c e n t , 

W a l l a c e 32 p e r c e n t , a n d H u m p h r e y 16 p e r c e n t . 

O t h e r s u p p o r t e r s . - - W a l l a c e a i m e d h i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n a t t h e 

s u b j e c t i v e k n o w l e d g e s t r u c t u r e o r " i m a g e " of h i s a u d i e n c e s , f o r h e 

p e r c e i v e d t h e y h a d m i x e d i m a g e s of , f f a c t n a n d " v a l u e " on t h e c a u s e a n d 

f u t u r e of f r e e d o m and p r o s p e r i t y . B e s i d e s the s u p p o r t i n t he D e e p 

Sou th a n d the c r o s s l a s h b e t w e e n the m i d d l e - c l a s s c o n s e r v a t i v e , i n d e -

p e n d e n t v o t e r s , a n d t h e w h i t e w o r k i n g c l a s s D e m o c r a t s , W a l l a c e h a d 

m i n i m a l s u p p o r t f r o m o t h e r g r o u p s of i n d i v i d u a l s . 

36 
" W o r r y i n g a b o u t t h e W a l l a c e I m p a c t , n B u s i n e s s W e e k 

( A u g u s t 17, 1968) , p . 9 8 . " 

^ O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 23, 1968 , p . 7. 

^ C l a u d e W. G i f f o r d , " H o w F a r m e r s W i l l V o t e , " F a r m J o u r n a l , 
XCI I ( N o v e m b e r , 1968) , 30 . 
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Ga l lup found h i s s u p p o r t w a s s t r o n g e r a m o n g v o t e r s b e t w e e n t h e 

a g e s of 21 and 29 t han a m o n g o l d e r v o t e r s , s p e c u l a t i n g t h a t t he young 

v o t e r t ook t h e s e c u r i t y of h i s job f o r g r a n t e d . He had n e v e r b e e n in a 

r e c e s s i o n n o r w o r r i e d about be ing la id off , b e c a u s e u n e m p l o y m e n t 

c o m p e n s a t i o n would s u f f i c e . The o l d e r v o t e r , who had m e m o r i e s of t h e 

G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n and t h e r e c e s s i o n of 1958, w a s unab le to c o m p l e t e l y 

abandon c l a s s p o l i t i c s . I s s u e s l ike m i n i m u m w a g e , M e d i c a r e , S o c i a l 

S e c u r i t y , and r i g h t - t o - w o r k l aws s t i l l had a d e f i n i t e i m a g e in c i t i z e n s ' 

c o g n i t i v e s t r u c t u r e . S c h n e i e r c o n c l u d e s : 

W a l l a c e o f f e r s a new p o l i t i c s , a p o l i t i c s of c o n v i c t i o n , of 
l i m i t e d i n t e r f e r e n c e in p e o p l e ' s l i v e s . It is a p o l i t i c s t h a t w i l l 
not t r o u b l e p e o p l e w i th i s s u e s l ike p o v e r t y , u r b a n r e n e w a l o r 
r e n t s u b s i d i e s t h a t a r e i r r e l e v a n t to t h e i r d a y - t o - d a y l i v e s ; a 
p o l i t i c s t ha t w i l l k e e p s u c h t r o u b l e s o m e p h e n o m e n a a s n a r c o t i c s , 
c r i m e , p e a c e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s and c o l l e g e p r o t e s t s out of s igh t . 39 

N a t i o n - w i d e p o l i c e - d e p a r t m e n t s u p p o r t f o r W a l l a c e w a s so p r e v a -

len t t ha t t he New Y o r k T i m e s r e p o r t e d he had c a p t u r e d n t h e c o p vo te , u 

in t h e s a m e way t h e y had r e f e r r e d to " t h e N e g r o vote11 o r n t h e L a b o r 

40 

vote . n N e g r o e s and l a b o r e r s i d e n t i f i e d wi th h i s i m a g e of , ! law and 

o r d e r ' 1 and l iked h i s s t a n d a g a i n s t S u p r e m e C o u r t d e c i s i o n s on the 

hand l ing of a c c u s e d p e r s o n s and t h e i r c o n f e s s i o n s . T h e y a l s o p r a i s e d 

h i s be l i e f t ha t p o l i c e cou ld q u e l l r i o t s if only t h e y w e r e l e f t to do t h e i r 

j ob wi thou t p o l i t i c a l i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

F i n a l O u t c o m e . - - G e o r g e W a l l a c e f i n i s h e d an e x t r a o r d i n a r y c a m -

p a i g n on N o v e m b e r 5, a l t hough he w a s a l o s e r . He e s t a b l i s h e d a d e f i n i t e 

39 
S c h n e i e r , p. 456. 

40 
H a r r y B r u c e , n T h e F u t u r e a s F a s c i s m , M S a t u r d a y Night , 

LrXXXIII ( N o v e m b e r , 1968), 19. 
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i m a g e d u r i n g t h e c a m p a i g n , a n d a l t h o u g h t h e e l e c t i o n r e t u r n s do n o t say-

w h y h e w a s d e f e a t e d , s e v e r a l f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g h i s i d e o l o g i c a l i m a g e m a y 

b e d i s c e r n e d b y e x a m i n i n g s o m e u n u s u a l a s p e c t s of the vo te* 

A l t h o u g h h i s c r u s a d e f o r n l a w and o r d e r 1 1 t u r n e d ou t to b e p r i -

m a r i l y a s e c t i o n a l m o v e m e n t , h e m a n a g e d to c a r r y f i v e S o u t h e r n s t a t e s 

a n d 45 e l e c t o r a l v o t e s . H i s t h i n l y v e i l e d s e g r e g a t i o n a l i s t c r u s a d e d id 

n o t go o v e r w e l l in t h e N o r t h , b u t h e d id m a k e s u r p r i s i n g i n c u r s i o n s 

i n t o the un ion v o t e a n d e t h n i c p o p u l a t i o n s w h i c h w e r e e d g y o v e r b l a c k 

r e b e l l i o n and b l a c k c r i m e . He c a p t u r e d 22 p e r c e n t of the I t a l i a n - A m e r i -

c a n s a n d 1 7 , 8 p e r c e n t of the S l a v i c - A m e r i c a n s . M o s t of t h e s e v o t e s 

w e r e a t t h e e x p e n s e o f H u m p h r e y . He a l s o d r e w a s u r p r i s i n g 13 p e r 

c e n t of t h e J e w i s h v o t e , p r i n c i p a l l y f r o m N i x o n . He s h o w e d b e t t e r 

a m o n g t h e r e l a t i v e l y a f f l u e n t t h a n a m o n g t h e poor> m a i n l y b e c a u s e H u m -

p h r e y a s a D e m o c r a t h a d a l r e a d y m a d e e n t i c i n g p r o m i s e s to the p o o r , 

4 1 
a n d t h e y h a r d l y f e l t W a l l a c e c o u l d top t h e s e v o t e o f f e r s . A s f o r r a c i a l 

j u s t i c e , S a m u e l L u b e l l s a i d : 

. # . t he W a l l a c e m o v e m e n t m a y h a v e h a d the u s e f u l e f f e c t of 
m a k i n g m a n y v o t e r s t h i n k a b o u t the c o n s e q u e n c e s of t h e i r p r e j u -
d i c e s . W a l l a c e t e m p t e d t h e m f o r a w h i l e ; b u t t h e n in the e n d 
d r e w b a c k , a n d W a l l a c e ' s a p p e a r a n c e c o n t r a c t e d r a t h e r s w i f t l y 
to the l o w e r C o n f e d e r a c y . 

T h i s c h a n g e in v o t e r a c t i o n d i s p l a y e d v o t e r i m a g e s of v a l u e a n d 

t h e i r c h a n g e d u r i n g the c a m p a i g n . In the e a r l y m o n t h s some w e r e o u t -

r a g e d b e c a u s e of v a r i o u s r iots^ a n d b l a m e d the N e g r o . A s m o n t h s p a s s e d , 

d e e p - r o o t e d v o t e r a t t i t u d e s c a u s e d m e s s a g e s f r o m o t h e r c a n d i d a t e s to 

^ ^ H T h e A n a t o m y of t h e V o t e , n N e w s w e e k , LXI I ( N o v e m b e r 11, 
1968) , 35 . 

42 
S c h l e s i n g e r , " T h e 1968 E l e c t i o n , " p . 151 . 
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b e v i e w e d in a d i f f e r e n t l i g h t . The f i r s t i m p u l s e of the W a l l a c e 

s u p p o r t e r s w a s to r e j e c t t h e p r e - o f f e r e d i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t N i x o n a n d 

H u m p h r e y c o m m u n i c a t e d , a s f a l s e . T h e y r e f u s e d to b e l i e v e t h e p e r s o n a l 

i m a g e of t he r a c i s t o r s e g r e g a t i o n a l i s t W a l l a c e w h i c h m a n y p o s s e s s e d . 

Bu t a s t h e y r e c e i v e d o t h e r m e s s a g e s c o n t r a d i c t i n g t h e i r i m a g e s f r o m 

f r i e n d s a n d the m a s s m e d i a , t h e y b e g a n t o h a v e d o u b t s . B e f o r e e l e c t i o n 

d a y t h e y h a d r e v i s e d t h e i r i m a g e s c o m p l e t e l y o r d e c i d e d t h a t a l t h o u g h 

o n e c a m p a i g n p r o m i s e m i g h t b e good , o t h e r s w o u l d do s e v e r e d a m a g e . 

At t h i s p o i n t t h e y r e a c t e d a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r a t t i t u d e s . 

" One s u c h i m a g e c h a n g e w a s e v i d e n t w i t h the s e l e c t i o n of C u r t i s 

L e M a y . A t t h e t i m e of s e l e c t i o n , W a l l a c e 1 s p o p u l a r i t y w a s a t a n a l l - t i m e 

h i g h , b u t s o o n a f t e r i t s h o w e d h e a v y d e f e c t i o n s . P a r t of t h e b l a m e w a s 

l a i d on t h e i m a g e of L e M a y a s a n u c l e a r b o m b e r . M a n y r e f e r r e d to t h e 

two a s the " b o m b s y t w i n s . " The m e s s a g e t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d to t he o v e r -

t h r o w of W a l l a c e ^ s f i r s t i m a g e w a s g i v e n b y L e M a y in a n e w s c o n f e r e n c e 

u p o n a c c e p t i n g the n o m i n a t i o n . He s t a t e d h e " w o u l d u s e a n y w e a p o n we 

h a v e i n t h e a r s e n a l if n e c e s s a r y , ' 1 a l t h o u g h h e n d i d no t b e l i e v e w e n e e d 

to u s e n u c l e a r w e a p o n s in V i e t n a m . . . If n e c e s s a r y , I w o u l d u s e a n y 

4 3 

t h i n g w e c o u l d d r e a m u p to end the w a r . 1 1 

T h i s w a s t h e b i g " t u r n i n g p o i n t " i n t h e d e c l i n e f r o m the 21 p e r 

c e n t p o l l i n g p e a k , f o r s o o n a f t e r m a n y d e s e r t e d t h e W a l l a c e r a n k s w i t h 

s t a t e m e n t s l i k e t h e f o l l o w i n g . n H e a n d L e M a y w a n t to b l o w e v e r y b o d y 

44 

u p . T h e v o t e r w h o f e a r e d r i o t s in t he s t r e e t s , m a s s t a n t a l i z a t i o n of 

t he p o l i c e , d i s r u p t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a n d c i t i e s in f l a m e , w a s u n w i l l i n g to 

a c c e p t the p o s s i b i l i t y of a n o t h e r f e a r , n a m e l y t he u s e of n u c l e a r w e a p o n s 
43 

T h e O k l a h o m a D a i l y , O c t o b e r 4 , 19^8 , p . 4 . 
44 

is T h e A n a t o m y of t h e V o t e , 11 p . 35 . 
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in V i e t n a m . D e s e r t i o n in W a l l a c e ' s c a m p w a s n o t h i n g m o r e o r l e s s 

t h a n t h e d e c i s i o n o n the p a r t of a n e l e c t o r a t e to go p a t i e n t l y and c a u -

t i o u s l y t o w a r d m a i n t a i n i n g e q u i l i b r i u m . 

In the e n d h e r e c e i v e d a m u c h s m a l l e r f a r m , r u r a l , a n d s m a l l -

t o w n v o t e t h a n e x p e c t e d . The e l e c t i o n a l s o r e f l e c t e d a p o l a r i z a t i o n of 

D e m o c r a t i c p o w e r in " l i b e r a l 1 1 and l a b o r - u n i o n a r e a s of the N o r t h . T h e 

l a b o r u n i o n s w i n g f r o m W a l l a c e to H u m p h r e y w a s a t t r i b u t a b l e in p a r t to 

a n t i - W a l l a c e a c t i v i t y b y u n i o n l e a d e r s , b u t f i n a l l y the a l i e n a t e d a n d 

a p a t h e t i c D e m o c r a t s d e c i d e d i t w a s b e t t e r to s u p p o r t t h e i r p a r t y * s t i c k e t 

t h a n to a b s t a i n o r to t a k e a g a m b l e on W a l l a c e . T h e s e D e m o c r a t s f o u n d 

t h e i r i m a g e s of W a l l a c e a n d h i s m o v e m e n t s u p p o r t e d by a t t i t u d e s t h a t 

w e r e s t i l l a n c h o r e d to t h e D e m o c r a t i c p a r t y . T h e y w e r e a f r a i d of t he 

c h a n g e t h a t B o u l d i n g d i s c u s s e d : 

W e a r e so a c c u s t o m e d to c h a n g e in o u r s o c i e t y a n d h a v e i n s t i t u -
t i o n a l i z e d i t to s o g r e a t a n e x t e n t t h a t w e do n o t r e a l i z e w h a t a r a r e , 
d i f f i c u l t , a n d u t t e r l y i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e p h e n o m e n o n i t i s . A n y c h a n g e 
f r o m s e t t l e d w a y s of l i f e i n v o l v e s a f e a r f u l p l u n g e i n t o the u n k n o w n . 
It w i l l n o t b e u n d e r t a k e n u n l e s s e i t h e r t h e r e i s g r e a t d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
w i t h t h e e x i s t i n g r o u t i n e o r u n l e s s t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g in the s o c i e t y 
w h i c h p u t s a h i g h p o s i t i v e v a l u e on c h a n g e i t s e l f . ^ 

T h i s w a s a l s o t r u e f o r the m a j o r i t y of i n d e p e n d e n t s , t h e s e l f -

s t y l e d m a r g i n a l D e m o c r a t s a n d R e p u b l i c a n s . V o i c e s of l e a d e r s w h o m 

t h e y r e s p e c t e d a n d a d m i r e d c o a x e d t h e m b a c k i n t o t h e f o l d . S e n a t o r 

K e n n e d y i n v o k e d the n a m e s of h i s l a t e b r o t h e r s a n d c a l l e d f o r r e p u d i a -

t i o n of W a l l a c e 1 s t h i r d p a r t y " f o r t h e h e a l t h of o u r c o u n t r y a n d o u r f u t u r e 

a s a n a t i o n . t ! He a d d r e s s e d h i s p l e a t o t h e W a l l a c e s u p p o r t e r s w h o o n c e 

4 6 
s u p p o r t e d h i s l a t e b r o t h e r s . 

45 
K e n n e t h E . B o u l d i n g , T h e I m a g e : K n o w l e d g e in L i f e a n d 

S o c i e t y (Ann A r b o r , 1956) , p p . 9 3 - 9 4 . 
4 6 

O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 24, 1968 , p . 1. 
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B a r r y G o l d w a t e r , who s tood in the s a m e p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n a s 

W a l l a c e only f o u r y e a r s e a r l i e r , a l s o j o i n e d h is R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y in 

u r g i n g r e p u d i a t i o n of W a l l a c e . In an a r t i c l e f o r N a t i o n a l R e v i e w he 

s a i d , . . s o m e c o n s e r v a t i v e s a r e th ink ing of e x p r e s s i n g t h i s j u d g m e n t 

( s i ck A m e r i c a ] by vot ing fo r G e o r g e W a l l a c e . D o n ' t m a k e the m i s t a k e 

of th ink ing tha t such a vote i s going a n y w h e r e but r i g h t down a r a t - h o l e . 

A s the f i g h t i n g c o n t i n u e s d u r i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s , we m i g h t e x p e c t a d e c l i n e 

in pub l i c a p p r o b a l as the pub l i c a g a i n f o c u s e s on t h e r e s u l t s of the 

f i g h t i n g - - c a s u a l i t i e s , f o r e x a m p l e - - a n d no t the t a c t i c s by wh ich the 

4 3 

w a r i s be ing fought a t t he m o m e n t . R i c h a r d B r o d y a l s o po in t ed out 

tha t if " . . . d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with the J o h n s o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s V i e t n a m 

p e r f o r m a n c e g r o w s , we c a n e x p e c t a s u b s t a n t i a l n u m b e r of D e m o c r a t s 
49 

to vo te c o n t r a r y to t h e i r b a s i c p a r t y loya l ty . " He i n s i n u a t e d t h a t f r o m 

the r e s u l t s of p o l l s , " a p p a r e n t l y p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w a s s t i l l q u i t e 

h igh, " a n d a c h a n g e in the w a r s i t ua t i on would b r i n g t h e r e b e l l i o u s D e m o -

c r a t s b a c k to vote f o r H u m p h r e y . Lou i s H a r r i s i n d i c a t e d tha t t h i s o c c u r r e d 

a s a b o m b i n g ha l t o v e r N o r t h V i e t n a m w a s be ing a n n o u n c e d by t h e W h i t e 

H o u s e , only f ive d a y s b e f o r e the e l ec t i on . He found t h i s had a " s i z a b l e 

i m p a c t " on w o m e n v o t e r s , and " t h e bombing ha l t took a g r e a t d e a l of 

t h e s t ing out of the V i e t n a m i s s u e [[for H u m p h r e y . ] 
47 

B a r r y G o l d w a t e r , " D o n ' t W a s t e a Vote on W a l l a c e , " N a t i o n a l 
R e v i e w , XX ( O c t o b e r 22, 1968), 1060. 

48 
R i c h a r d A. B r o d y , "How the V i e t n a m W a r M a y A f f e c t t h e 

E l e c t i o n , " T r a n s - A c t i o n , V ( O c t o b e r 1968), 23. 

49 
Ibid. , p. 22. 

50 
" E l e c t i o n A f t e r m a t h - - The f i n a l R e s u l t s , " U. S. N e w s , LXV 

( N o v e m b e r 25, 1968), 38. ~ ~ 
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At t i t ude a l i g n m e n t of s e v e r a l g r o u p s m a d e it i m p o s s i b l e to a c c e p t 

o r even c o n s i d e r G e o r g e W a l l a c e and h i s A m e r i c a n I n d e p e n d e n t P a r t y . 

The young and r a d i c a l m i l i t a n t s had an i m a g e tha t the i n s t i t u t i o n s in 

A m e r i c a w e r e o r g a n i z e d to shu t t h e m out. The u l t r a - r a d i c a l s b e l i e v e d 

t h a t e x c l u s i o n w a s i n e v i t a b l e in a s y s t e m c o n t r o l l e d , a s t h e y b e l i e v e d , by 

a m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l c o m p l e x . M a r k Rudd, of t h e C o l u m b i a S t u d e n t s f o r 

a D e m o c r a t i c Soc i e ty (SDS), v i e w e d the V i e t n a m W a r " a s an i n h e r e n t p a r t 

51 

of the p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m i c s y s t e m t h a t d o m i n a t e s o u r c o u n t r y . " A s the 

p e r c e p t i o n of the e s t r a n g e m e n t g r e w m o r e a c u t e , m a n y of the i r r a t i o n a l 

s t u d e n t s b e g a n to c o n t e m p l a t e d e s t r o y i n g the e s t a b l i s h m e n t t h r o u g h v io l en t 

r e v o l u t i o n . T h i s g r o u p would n e v e r h a v e c o n s i d e r e d W a l l a c e , and c o n s e q u e n -

t ly , c o n s t i t u t e d m a n y of the d e m o n s t r a t o r s a t the c a m p a i g n r a l l i e s . Wi th 

t h e k n o w l e d g e they w e r e he lp ing W a l l a c e ga in v o t e s and in t h e f a c e of 

e j e c t i o n by p o l i c e , t h e y c o n t i n u e d to p r o t e s t . One d e m o n s t r a t o r spoke f o r 
52 

a l l w h e n he sa id , "You h a v e to show t h a t t h e r e a r e p e o p l e a g a i n s t h i m . " 

T h e N e g r o r a c e c o n s t i t u t e d a n o t h e r m i n o r i t y g r o u p wh ich cou ld 

not a c c e p t n o r vote f o r G e o r g e W a l l a c e . T h e y w e r e f e a r f u l of W a l l a c e 

and h i s r a c i s t i m a g e , and n e r v o u s about Nixon. A l though t h e y w e r e 

a p a t h e t i c t h r o u g h o u t the c a m p a i g n , t h e y f l o c k e d to the p o l l s in r e c o r d 

n u m b e r s in s o m e a r e a s to g ive H u m p h r e y a n e a r - 1 0 0 p e r c e n t s h a r e of 

53 
the b l a c k vo te . 

T h e t w o - p a r t y s y s t e m t h e m a j o r i t y knew and t r u s t e d so w e l l had 

p r o v e n i t s e l f too m a n y t i m e s . The v o t e r s w e r e unwi l l ing to s a c r i f i c e 

5 1 S c h l e s i n g e r , " T h e 1968 E l e c t i o n , " p. 151. 

52 
" W a l l a c e and H i s F o l k s , " N e w s w e e k , LXXXII ( S e p t e m b e r 16, 

1968), 18. 
53 

" T h e A n a t o m y of the Vote , " p. 35. 
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f o r c h a n g e and a c c e p t a p r e s i d e n t f r o m a m i n o r i t y t h i r d - p a r t y m o v e -

m e n t . W a l l a c e d i s c o v e r e d he w a s w r o n g in h i s r e p e a t e d d e c l a r a t i o n 

t h a t " t h e r e d n e c k s 1 1 o u t n u m b e r e d the o t h e r s . T h e e l e c t i o n o u t c o m e 

showed few s u r f a c i n g c u r r e n t s of r e v o l u t i o n a r y s e n t i m e n t d e s p i t e a l l 

t he t a l k by m i l i t a n t s . T h e c o u n t r y tha t w a s s u p p o s e d l y t o r n a p a r t in 

s p i r i t s u r v i v e d the t e s t wh i l e the i m a g e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e c a r r i e d h i m 

to d e f e a t . 

P e r s o n a l D i m e n s i o n 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e r e a l i z e d at t h e o u t s e t of h i s c a m p a i g n t h a t h e 

m u s t c r e a t e a d e f i n i t e p e r s o n a l i m a g e t ha t would a d e q u a t e l y b l end wi th 

h i s i d e o l o g i c a l i m a g e . He w o r k e d h a r d and f a s t to give t h e c o u n t r y 

i m p r e s s i o n s he c o n s i d e r e d e s s e n t i a l in an e l e c t i o n y e a r . One of h i s 

m a i n p r o b l e m s , h o w e v e r , w a s o v e r c o m i n g the p e r s o n a l i m a g e he had 

e s t a b l i s h e d in t he p a s t y e a r s . He r e a l i z e d t ha t a t i m e of n a t u r a l f r u s t r a -

t ion c a l l e d f o r an i m a g e of t r u s t , c o m p e t e n c e , h o n o r , and p a t r i o t i s m . 

T h i s i s the type of p e r s o n a l i m a g e he t r i e d to convey , o f t e n wi thou t 

s u c c e s s . Al though h i s t r u e i d e o l o g i c a l f o l l o w e r s had t h i s p i c t u r e of 

t h e i r c a n d i d a t e , s c o r e s of o t h e r v o t e r s r e c e i v e d an a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t 

i m a g e . 

T h i s s e c t i o n d i s c u s s e s the p e r s o n a l i m a g e of t h e c a n d i d a t e , G e o r g e 

W a l l a c e , a s the e l e c t o r a t e saw h i m . It is i m p o r t a n t to r e m e m b e r when view-

ing t h e p e r s o n a l d i m e n s i o n of t h e i m a g e t ha t t e m p o r a l l y it e n c o m p a s s e s t h e 

p a s t i m p r e s s i o n s , t he p r e s e n t p i c t u r e , and the i m a g i n e d f u t u r e i m p r e s s i o n 

of t h e individual* t h e r e f o r e , a c a n d i d a t e i s c o n c e r n e d not only wi th h i s 

p r e s e n t i m a g e - m a k i n g p r o c e s s , but a l s o wi th r e c o n s t r u c t i n g p a s t 

i m p r e s s i o n s and c r e a t i n g f a v o r a b l e p e r s o n a l i t y p r o j e c t i o n s f o r t h e f u t u r e . 
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T h e e a r l y c a r e e r of G e o r g e W a l l a c e e s t a b l i s h e d a n u n d e s i r a b l e 

i m a g e w h i c h h e o f t e n t r i e d to e r a s e w i t h s o f t - s p o k e n o v e r t o n e s t h r o u g h -

ou t t he 1968 c a m p a i g n . D u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s he h a d two i n t e r e s t e d 

a u d i e n c e s . T h e f i r s t w a s t h e l o c a l c r o w d , w h i c h c o n s i s t e d of f e l l o w 

A l a b a m i a n s . T h i s g r o u p s o o n g r e w to e n c o m p a s s the D e e p S o u t h . T h e i r 

i m a g e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e w a s c r e a t e d a n d f e d b y the m a s s m e d i a . T h e 

s e c o n d g r o u p , a n a t i o n a l a u d i e n c e , r e c e i v e d t h e i r f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n of 

W a l l a c e t h r o u g h s y m b o l s of t he m a s s m e d i a a s h e s t o o d in the s c h o o l -

h o u s e d o o r in 1963 . F o r m a n y in b o t h the l o c a l a n d n a t i o n a l a u d i e n c e s , 

W a l l a c e b e c a m e a t o p i c of d i n n e r - t a b l e c o n v e r s a t i o n a n d b a r b e r s h o p 

g o s s i p . Ths i m a g e b e c a m e s t ab i l i zed t h r o u g h the y e a r s a s t h e G o v e r n o r 

o c c a s i o n a l l y c r e a t e d h e a d l i n e s to k e e p h i s n a m e b e f o r e the p u b l i c . 

A s h e s e t o u t on h i s m a r c h t o the W h i t e H o u s e in F e b r u a r y * 1968 , 

h e r e - e s t a b l i s h e d h i s p o s i t i o n in t h e D e e p Sou th a n d t h e n b e g a n c r e a t i n g 

a n e w i m a g e f o r the n a t i o n . H i s t h i r d - p a r t y m o v e m e n t w a s n a m o v e m e n t " 

of t h e p e o p l e . 11 He a d d r e s s e d h i s b i d f o r v o t e r s to f ! the l i t t l e f e l low 1 1 a n d 

e m p h a s i z e d the t h e m e : " C a n a f o r m e r t r u c k d r i v e r w h o i s m a r r i e d to a 

f o r m e r d i m e - s t o r e c l e r k and w h o s e f a t h e r w a s a p l a i n d i r t f a r m e r b e 

5 4 

e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t of the U n i t e d S t a t e s ? T h e a n s w e r i s - - y e s . n 

He s o u g h t the s u p p o r t of t he " l i t t l e f e l l o w , H t h e a v e r a g e m a n on 

the s t r e e t , the t e x t i l e a n d s t e e l m i l l e m p l o y e e , t h e b a r b e r a n d b e a u t i -

c i a n , a n d the town p o l i c e m a n . M a n y of t h e s e a c c e p t e d the W a l l a c e c h a l -

l e n g e b e c a u s e t h e y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h him,, He w a s the l i t t l e guy , t h e M s m a l l 

f ry 1 1 in e a c h of t h e m t h a t s t i l l r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t e s t a b l i s h e d l a w s a n d o l d 

p o l i t i c s . H i s m o v e m e n t s y m b o l i z e d t h e i r d i s t r u s t a n d c o n c e r n f o r 

5 4 " A N e w L o o k a t W a l l a c e , " p . 5 7 . 
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A m e r i c a ' s d e c a y i n g s t a n d a r d s , but p r i m a r i l y , J i e w a s t h e i r l e a d e r , a 

c h a m p i o n of the o p p r e s s e d who went f o r t h in b a t t l e f o r t h e m . He 

a t t a c k e d t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e p o w e r f u l e s t a b l i s h m e n t tha t had a r o u s e d the 

f e a r s and a n x i e t i e s of m a n y . When t h o s e in p o w e r fought b a c k he w a s 

subdued f o r a t i m e by t h e i r t a c t i c s and s u p e r i o r w e a p o n s , but h i s f a i t h -

f u l f o l l o w e r s knew he would once a g a i n a t t a c k the f o r t r e s s e s of the m i g h t y 

and in the end d e f e a t t h e i r e n e m i e s , winning a g r e a t v i c t o r y f o r t he c o m -

55 

m o n p e o p l e , t he " l i t t l e fellow* 11 

As t h e i r g r e a t l e a d e r , W a l l a c e w a s qu i t e c a p a b l e of wag ing a 

p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , and m o r a l b a t t l e . In h is e a r l y youth he had a c q u i r e d 

the t i t l e of , !a f i g h t e r . ff T h o s e who loved and a d m i r e d h im hung a f f e c -

t i o n a t e n i c k n a m e s on h i m : " T h e l i t t l e J u d g e , f! a c q u i r e d f r o m h i s e a r l y 

f i g h t s wi th f e d e r a l j u d g e s and f l T h e B a r b o u r B a n t a m , " f r o m h is e a r l i e r 

r i n g s i d e d a y s . To t h i s g roup he w a s t h e i r l f i d e a l m a n , " and they r e a c t e d 

to h i m wi th t o t a l i n v o l v e m e n t and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

T h o s e who had no a f f e c t i o n f o r W a l l a c e t a g g e d h im d i f f e r e n t l y . 

He s t a r t e d a s a S o u t h e r n r e b e l to o v e r t h r o w not on ly the t w o - p a r t y 

s y s t e m but t h e n a t i o n ' s e s t a b l i s h e d f o r m of law and o r d e r . T h i s i m a g e 

w a s a d j u s t e d in r e l a t i p n to both p a r t i e s a s n t h e s p o i l e r , 11 a f t e r P r e s i d e n t 

J o h n s o n ' s w i t h d r a w a l f r o m t h e c a m p a i g n . T h e i m a g e of W a l l a c e open ly 

d e f y i n g a c o u r t o r d e r to i n t e g r a t e a pub l i c s c h o o l w a s v iv id . T h e y sa w 

h im a s a d e f e n d e r not of i nd iv idua l r i g h t s , but of s t a t e s r i g h t s . When 

he d e n o u n c e d n B i g G o v e r n m e n t , " it w a s not the u n l i m i t e d , a r b i t r a r y 

p o w e r of the s t a t e be ing d e n o u n c e d , but the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n . T h e y f e l t 

he d e s i r e d to p l a c e t h i s s a m e u n l i m i t e d , a r b i t r a r y p o w e r in the hands 

of f i f t y s m a l l g o v e r n m e n t s . 

55 
Ib id . 
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T h e i r i m a g e w a s a m a n w h o s e a p p e a l e l i c i t e d f e a r a n d i n s e c u r i t y 

from the m i n d s of a f r u s t r a t e d , b e w i l d e r e d , a n d a n g e r e d a u d i e n c e # The 

p e o p l e c o u l d s e n s e t h a t s o m e t h i n g w a s t e r r i b l y w r o n g in t h e i r c o u n t r y , 

a n d t h e y k n e w s o m e t h i n g s h o u l d b e d o n e a b o u t i t , b u t t h e y h a d no i d e a 

w h a t to d o . In h i s i d e n t i t y he i n t e r j e c t e d a t o n e of v i o l e n c e a n d h a t e . 

R o b e r t S h e r r i l l e m p h a s i z e s t h i s b y o b s e r v i n g : n T a l k i n g v i o l e n c e , h e i s 

a m a n whom v i o l e n c e f o l l o w s a n d w h o m o t h e r s e x p e c t to b r e e d v i o l e n c e a n d 

56 
to p e r i s h v i o l e n t l y . 1 1 C h e s t e r , H o d g s o n , a n d P a g e a l s o s u p p o r t t h i s 

c l a i m : " W a l l a c e t o o k a good d e a l of c a r e to a v o i d a c t u a l i n c i t e m e n t to 

v i o l e n c e . . . . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the f l a v o r of W a l l a c e T s l a n g u a g e w a s u n m i s -

57 

t a k a b l y v i o l e n t . " In h i s r a l l i e s h e o f t e n t r a n s f e r r e d h i s p e r s o n a l i m a g e 

of h a t e i n t o t h e a u d i e n c e b y u s i n g h e c k l e r s a s s c a p g o a t s . 

One s u c h e x a m p l e w a s r e c o r d e d b y W a l t e r G o o d m a n a t the F o r t 

W a y n e , Indiana-, r a l l y . The d i s s e n t e r w a s a w e l l - b u i l t , c l e a n - s h a v e n 

y o u t h w h o s t o o d h i s g r o u n d w i t h h i s s i g n r a i s e d h i g h . W h e n e v e r W a l l a c e 

b e g a n to s p e a k t h e y o u t h c r i e d h e w a s a l i a r , a d i r t y r a c i s t ^ a n d s h o u l d go 

b a c k to A l a b a m a . G o o d m a n in h i s a r t i c l e f o r D i s s e n t , N o v e m b e r ^ 1968, 

e x p l a i n e d the a u d i e n c e r e a c t i o n . 
H e r e w a s the e n e m y , a n d d e s p i t e m o l l i f y i n g w o r d s f r o m the 
c a n d i d a t e , v o i c e s b e g a n y e l l i n g b a c k , 11 Si t down a n d s h u t up!11 

A t one p o i n t h u n d r e d s of p e o p l e on t h e m a i n f l o o r w e r e on t h e i r 
f e e t , s h a k i n g f i s t s a t t h e l o n e p r o t e s t o r a n d s c r e a m i n g " O U T ! 
O U T i O U T l " F o r t h o s e m o m e n t s t h e h a t r e d w a s e l e c t r i c . T h e r e 
w e r e s e v e r a l a t t e m p t s to g r a b the c a r d b o a r d s i g n f r o m h i s h a n d s , 
a n d a c o u p l e of m e n w i t h b a t t e r y in t h e i r e y e s w e r e h e l d off b y 
u n i f o r m e d g u a r d s . F i n a l l y , a f t e r the y o u t h s t i l l h o l d i n g h i s n o w 
r a g g e d c a r d b o a r d a s h i g h a s h i s a r m s w o u l d r e a c h , w a l k e d d o w n 
t h e c e n t e r a i s l e a n d took a s e a t c l o s e to the p l a t f o r m , W a l l a c e 

~*^Sher r i l l , p . 3 1 3 . 

57 
C h e s t e r , H o d g s o n and P a g e , p . 2 8 3 . 
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h a d t h e p o l i c e e s c o r t h i m out of t h e a u d i t o r i u m . He l e f t p e a c e -
a b l y to c h e e r s , h o w l s , a n d c a t c a l l s , and the s p e e c h p r o c e e d e d , 
b u t t he m e m o r y of t h i s p r o t e s t i n g s t u d e n t a n d h i s k i n d h u n g o v e r 
the r e s t of t h e e v e n i n g l i k e a n u n e x o r c i s a b l e s p i r i t a t a r e v i v a l 
m e e t i n g . . . . H i s h a t e d i m a g e r a n t h r o u g h W a l l a c e ' s s p e e c h , 
n o t o n l y in the f o r m of the u n w a s h e d d e m o n s t r a t o r s . . . b u t in 
the f o r m of the b u r e a u c r a t s . . . [and] t h e g u i d e l i n e w r i t e r s w i t h 
p o i n t y h e a d s . 

T h e o d o r e W h i t e a l s o s e n s e d t h e i m p r e s s i o n of h a t e in W a l l a c e T s 

i m a g e . " T h e W a l l a c e c a m p a i g n , a s i t d e v e l o p e d , m a d e d e c e n t p e o p l e 

a s h a m e d to s t a n d w i t h G e o r g e Wal lace ; i t d e g r a d e d t h e i r s e n s e of t h e m -

5 9 

s e l v e s a s A m e r i c a n s b e c a u s e i t g a v e t h e m no o t h e r c a u s e b u t h a t e . 1 ' 

H a r r y B r u c e , in h i s a r t i c l e f o r S a t u r d a y N i g h t , N o v e m b e r , 1968 , 

d r e w an a n a l o g y b e t w e e n H i t l e r a n d W a l l a c e o v e r t he h a t e a s p e c t , 

. . i t T s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t , d u r i n g t e r r i b l y t r o u b l e d t i m e s , b o t h m e n 

u s e d e f f e c t i v e o r a t o r y to g i v e p e o p l e t a r g e t s of h a t e . H i t l e r a l s o 

e x p l o i t e d the s h a m e f e l t o v e r a l o s t w a r , t h e l o v e of a g l o r i o u s a n d m y s -

t i c a l n a t i o n a l p a s t , a n d t h e p r o m i s e of r e s u r r e c t e d n a t i o n a l s t r e n g t h . 

M i l l i o n s of A m e r i c a n s a r e a s h a m e d o r c o n f u s e d o v e r V i e t n a m , y e a r n i n g 

f o r t h e i m a g i n e d s i m p l e v i r t u e s of a g l o r i o u s a n d m y s t i c a l n a t i o n a l p a s t , 

e a g e r to h e a r in t h e d e m a n d f o r l a w a n d o r d e r the p r o m i s e of r e s u r r e c t e d 

n a t i o n a l s t r e n g t h . 

A m a j o r i t y of t h o s e u n i n f l u e n c e d b y W a l l a c e r e g a r d e d the m a n a s 

b e i n g s u p p o r t e d b y t h e " r i g h t - w i n g " m o v e m e n t . H i s s u p p o r t of B a r r y 

G o l d w a t e r in 1964, a n d h i s a i d f r o m t h e Ku K l u x K l a n w h i l e r u n n i n g a n d 

s e r v i n g a s G o v e r n o r , a d d e d to t h i s i m a g e . W a l l a c e u n d o u b t e d l y h a d the 

v 58 
W a l t e r G o o d m a n , " G e o r g e W a l l a c e on t h e S tump ,* 1 D i s s e n t , 

XV ( N o v e m b e r - D e c e m b e r , 1968) , 4 8 9 . 

5 9 W h i t e , p . 3 5 0 . 

^ B r u c e , p . 20 . 
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fo l lowing of m a n y r i g h t - w i n g e r s d u r i n g 1968. R o b e r t She l ton , the K l a n 

I m p e r i a l W i z a r d and h igh c z a r s t a t e d , "We m a d e h i m G o v e r n o r and we 

^ J 

m u s t m a k e h i m P r e s i d e n t . n J . B, S t o n e r , the l e a d e r of the a n t i -

S e m i t i c , a n t i - N e g r o N a t i o n a l S t a t e s R i g h t s P a r t y , a l s o e n d o r s e d W a l l a c e . 

" O u r s l ogan i s the s a m e a s in 1964, G o v e r n o r G e o r g e C. W a l l a c e - - L a s t 
6 2S 

C h a n c e f o r the White V o t e . " O t h e r r i g h t - w i n g m o v e m e n t s a l s o 

r e p o r t e d l y fo l l owed in h i s f o o t s t e p s . A m o n g t h e s e w e r e the Whi te C i t i -

z e n s Counc i l , John B i r c h Soc ie ty , L i b e r t y Lobby , Law E n f o r c e m e n t 

G r o u p , A m e r i c a n s f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of the Whi te R a c e , M i n u t e m e n , 

A m e r i c a n N a z i P a r t y , C h r i s t i a n C r u s a d e , and We the P e o p l e . Of a l l 
6 3 

these g r o u p s W a l l a c e r e p u d i a t e d only the A m e r i c a n N a z i P a r t y . 

M a n y who f e a r e d W a l l a c e ' s a f f i l i a t i o n w i th the " r i g h t - w i n g " w e r e 

r e m i n d e d of the p h e n o m e n o n of J o s e p h M c C a r t h y and h i s " C o m m u n i s t 

c o n s p i r a c y . " An a r t i c l e in A t l a n t i c , N o v e m b e r , 1968, d i s c u s s e s the 

c o m p a r i s o n . 
W a l l a c e , f o r a l l tha t h e i s , a c h a u v i n i s t i c " r i g h t i s t , " d o e s not 
h a w k w a r l o u d l y - - J o e M c C a r t h y d i d n ' t e i t h e r . Both w e r e 
s h r e w d in d i s a s s o c i a t i n g the u n p o p u l a r i t y of w a r f r o m t h e i r r a n t -
i n g s , and bo th a r r i v e d on a w a r - w e a r y s c e n e . T h e y p u r s u e d a 
l ine of l i t t l e r e s i s t a n c e : the c o n j u r i n g up of c o n s p i r a c y . 

T h r o u g h o u t the c a m p a i g n m a n y d e b a t e d if W a l l a c e w a s " l i b e r a l " 

o r " c o n s e r v a t i v e . " Whi le h i s r h e t o r i c resounded w i t h f i s c a l c o n s e r v a t i s m , 

his p a s t r e c o r d and i m a g e gave a d i f f e r e n t l igh t to h i s p e r s o n . D u r i n g 

h i s p e r i o d in the A l a b a m a l e g i s l a t u r e he w a s one of the m o s t l i b e r a l 

Quoted by S h e r r i l l , p . 352. ^ I b i d . 

V 63 . 
J a m e s S i l v e r , "An E x - M i s s i s s i p p i a n ' s R e f l e c t i o n s on W a l l a c e , " 

The New R e p u b l i c , CLIX (Oc tobe r 19, 1968), 18. 

64 
" C a m p a i g n 1968, " p . 14. 
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m e m b e r s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l F i n d l e y ( R e p u b l i c a n ) , f r o m I l l i n o i s , 

c h a r g e d W a l l a c e with, b e i n g a f i s c a l l i b e r a l in a H o u s e s p e e c h on O c t o -

b e r 3, 1968 . He q u o t e d t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l Q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t i n g t h a t 

d u r i n g W a l l a c e ' s f o u r - y e a r t e r m , 1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 7 , t he s t a t e s p e n t m o r e m o n e y 

t h a n u n d e r a n y p r e c e d i n g G o v e r n o r . T h e Q u a r t e r l y q u o t e d a m e m b e r 

of c o n g r e s s a s s a y i n g : " H e ' s a f i s c a l l i b e r a l if I e v e r s a w o n e . . . . He 

65 

d o e s n ' t t u r n d o w n a n i c k e l of f e d e r a l m a t c h i n g f u n d s on a n y t h i n g . 1 1 

W h e n o n e e x a m i n e s W a l l a c e ' s i d e o l o g i c a l s t a n c e h e f i n d s t h e p o s i -

t i o n i n v o l v e d s p e n d i n g m o r e m o n e y and n o t l e s s . An e d i t o r i a l in t he 

O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 25, 1968, i n d i c a t e d h i s p l a n i n c l u d e d a n 

i n c r e a s e i n S o c i a l S e c u r i t y b e n e f i t s a t o n c e a n d e x p a n s i o n of M e d i c a r e 

d r a m a t i c a l l y . He w o u l d a l s o n p u s h f o r f u l l e m p l o y m e n t w i t h a w a r m e d -

o v e r W P A . 1 1 The e d i t o r i a l c o n c l u d e d : " S o m e v o t e r s a p p a r e n t l y l i s t e n to 

W a l l a c e ' s r a c i a l s t a n d a n d i n t e r p r e t t ha t a s c o n s e r v a t i s m , b u t h i s 

p r o g r a m s - - p a s t , p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e — b e a r m a r k e d r e s e m b l a n c e to the 

N e w , F a i r a n d o t h e r D e a l s . " 

In m a n y w a y s W a l l a c e ' s p e r s o n a l i m a g e w a s a m b i g u o u s . He 

o r a t e d to a u d i e n c e s on i s s u e s w i t h o u t the p u b l i c k n o w i n g w h e r e h e s t o o d . 

In the c a m p a i g n e v e r y t h i n g w a s s i m p l i f i e d ; in 11 The S p e e c h " t h i n g s w e r e 

a l w a y s r e d u c e d to s i m p l e t e r m s , b u t t h i s w a s o n l y a n o v e r s h a d o w i n g 

i m a g e t ha t c o v e r e d up w h a t w a s r e a l l y t h e r e - - r a c i s m . A l t h o u g h W a l l a c e 

c o n t e n d e d he w a s n o t r a c i s t , f e w p o l i t i c i a n s t o o k a s s t r o n g a s t a n d 

a g a i n s t the c i v i l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t , and h e t o o k f e w s t e p s to c h a n g e w h a t 

65 
P a u l F i n d l e y , q u o t e d , 11 The L i f e of G e o r g e W a l l a c e , " U . S. 

N e w s , L X V ( O c t o b e r 28, 1968) , 4 6 . ~ ~~ 
L L 

O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 25, 1968, p . 4 2 . 
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he a d m i t t e d w a s a w i d e l y h e l d v i e w t h a t he w a s r a c i s t . One v e r y c o n -

s e r v a t i v e m a g a z i n e s u p p o r t i n g W a l l a c e a d m i t t e d h e w a s a s e g r e g a t i o n i s t . 

W a l l a c e 1 s s t a n d h a s b e e n r e m a r k a b l y c o n s i s t e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
y e a r s in w h i c h h e h a s b e e n n a t i o n a l l y in t h e p u b l i c e y e . He i s 
g e n e r a l l y l a b e l e d , b y h i s f o e s , a s a " r a c i s t 1 1 a n d " s e g r e g a t i o n i s t . 
He i s n o t a " r a c i s t , " b u t h e i s a " s e g r e g a t i o n i s t . " W a l l a c e p l a y s 
d o w n h i s s e g r e g a t i o n i s t v i e w s o u t s i d e of t h e Sou th , k n o w i n g t h a t 
h e i s g o i n g to w i n p o i n t s t h a t w a y . 

W h i t e d i d n o t d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n the t e r m s " r a c i s t " a n d " s e g r e -

g a t i o n i s t , " b u t b i t t e r l y d e f i n e d W a l l a c e a s t h e f o r m e r . 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e w a s a n u n a b a s h e d r a c i s t . . . . w a s a n d i s a 
r a c i s t . He b e l i e v e d , a n d b e l i e v e s n o w , t h a t b l a c k p e o p l e a r e 
b i o l o g i c a l l y and g e n e t i c a l l y an i n f e r i o r s p e c i e s of the h u m a n 
r a c e . He b e l i e v e s t h a t s e g r e g a t i o n b e s t p r e s e r v e s t h e v a l u e s 
of b o t h b l a c k and w h i t e r a c e s . . . . F o r h i m , N e g r o e s h a v e a 
p a r t i c u l a r w a y of l i f e w i t h w h i c h w h i t e s s h o u l d not i n t e r f e r e ; n o r 
s h o u l d w h i t e s p e r m i t N e g r o e s t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e i r w a y s of 
l i f e . . . . " Y o u m u s t be c a r e f u l , " s a i d a S o u t h e r n r e p o r t e r , 
" t o m a k e c l e a r t h a t W a l l a c e i s n ! t a h a t e r . He d o e s n T t h a t e 
N e g r o e s . H e ' s a s e g r e g a t i o n i s t , n o t a l y n c h e r , " k " 

T h i s " r a c i s t i m a g e " u n d o u b t e d l y c o s t W a l l a c e m a n y v o t e s in t h e 

e n d . B u t W K t e c a l l s a t t e n t i o n to t h e 4 . 1 m i l l i o n s u p p o r t e r s of W a l l a c e , 

" D e s p i t e a l l t he i n f l u e n c e s of the m e d i a , a l l t he p r e s s u r e of t h e i r l a b o r 

l e a d e r s , a l l the b l u n d e r s a n d i n c o m p e t e n c e of the W a l l a c e c a m p a i g n , 

70 

t h e y h a d v o t e d r a c i s t . n 

S h e r r i l l g i v e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g p i c t u r e of the f o l l o w e r s w h o d i d 

a d o p t the " r a c i s t " i m a g e , " H i s p o p u l a r i t y b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y t u m u l -

t u o u s , m o r e o p e n , a d u l a t o r y , a l m o s t r e l i g i o u s . L i k e t h e f o l l o w e r s of 

M o h a m m e d , t h o s e w h o * S t a n d up f o r A l a b a m a 1 b e l i e v e t h a t a n y o n e w h o 

^ " W a l l a c e S t i r s T h e m Up, " p . 3 6 . 

68 
S u s a n L . M . Huck , " M r . W a l l a c e — A H a r d L o o k a t the C a n d i -

d a t e , " A m e r i c a n O p i n i o n , XI ( S e p t e m b e r , 1968) , 38 . 

^ W h i t e , p . 345 . ^ I b i d . , p . 3 6 9 . 
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f a l l s in b a t t l e a g a i n s t t h e T p o i n t e d h e a d s a n d s o c i a l e n g i n e e r s of W a s h -

71 

ington T w i l l go s t r a i g h t to a s e g r e g a t e d p a r a d i s e . n 

T h e m a j o r i t y of t h o s e t h a t f i n a l l y votejd f o r W a l l a c e d id s o , in 

p a r t , b e c a u s e of h i s s t a n d on " r a c e , " T r u e , W a l l a c e d id b e l i e v e i n 

s e g r e g a t i o n , b u t m a n y a l s o h a d one f i n a l i m a g e of the m a n . T h e y s a w 
72 

h i m a s a s e g r e g a t i o n i s t s e c o n d , a d e m a g o g u e f i r s t . 

Of a l l the p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e s , in t h e f a l l of 1968 o n l y W a l -

l a c e c o u l d b e c a l l e d c h a r i s m a t i c . He o f t e n p r e s e n t e d t h i s i m a g e u n d e r 

t he v e i l of a d e m a g o g u e . His c a m p a i g n in e v e r y w a y f i t s t h e d e s c r i p t i o n 

of a c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r p r e s e n t e d in C h a p t e r I I . C o n s i d e r t h e c a m p a i g n , 

w h i c h w a s p e r h a p s the m o s t a m a t e u r i s h l y o r g a n i z e d d r i v e of a n y s e r i o u s 

c a n d i d a t e t h a t h a d b e e n m o u n t e d in m o d e r n A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y . M a n y 

c i t i e s h a d n o W a l l a c e h e a d q u a r t e r s w h i l e o t h e r s h a d s e v e r a l , a n d a l l 

w e r e c o m p e t i n g f o r f u n d s and a t t e n t i o n . N o r h a d a n y of the m e m b e r s of 
73 

h i s s t a f f h a d p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e in n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s . 

W a l l a c e u n t r a d i t i o n a l l y d e f i e d the t w o - p a r t y s y s t e m , r a i s i n g the 

s p e c t e r t h a t no o n e w o u l d be e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t . M a n y w h o k n e w h i m 

b e s t d e s c r i b e d h i m a s f , a c o n s u m m a t e d e m a g o g u e who t e l l s t h e p e o p l e 

e x a c t l y w h a t he b e l i e v e s m o s t of t h e m w a n t to h e a r and d o e s n o t h e s i t a t e 

to r e v e r s e h i s p o s i t i o n o n a n y q u e s t i o n if h e t h i n k s i t w i l l m e a n m o r e 
i . 7 4 

v o t e s . " 

^ S h e r r i l l , p . 306.-

72 
C h e s t e r , H o d g s o n a n d P a g e , p . 2 6 9 . 

73 
" W a l l a c e ' s A r m y : The C o a l i t i o n of F r u s t r a t i o n , M T i m e , XCI I 

( O c t o b e r 18, 1968) , 15. ~~ 

74 
O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 29, 1968, p . 24 . 
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W a l l a c e m a d e e x c e l l e n t u s e of c h a r i s m a t i c t e r m s . In m a n y 

s p e e c h e s he e m p h a s i z e d the w o r d " f r e e d o m . If Th i s had b e e n a k e y t e r m 

f o r the C iv i l R i g h t s M o v e m e n t , bu t W a l l a c e e m p l o y e d the w o r d in a d i f -

f e r e n t l i g h t . He i m p l i e d t h a t c i t i z e n s m u s t be f r e e to u s e t h e i r own 

75 
p r o p e r t y a s they saw f i t . O t h e r c h a r i s m a t i c t e r m s d e s c r i b e d by 

L a w r e n c e W. R o s e n f i e l d a s " g o d - t e r m s " w e r e " s t a t e s ' r i g h t s , " " l o c a l 

76 

g o v e r n m e n t , TT "good p e o p l e , " and " l a w and o r d e r . " 

His c h a r i s m a evo lved a s a r e s u l t of s o c i a l and i d e o l o g i c a l c i r -

c u m s t a n c e s . These i n c l u d e d the d a i l y t e n s i o n s of r a c i a l c o n f l i c t and 

the t h r e a t of a t o m i c h o l o c a u s t . The f r u s t r a t i n g V i e t n a m W a r and the 

w e a k e n i n g a n c h o r s of the p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m a l s o w e r e i n f l u e n t i a l ; h o w e v e r , 

he w a s u l t i m a t e l y d e s t r o y e d by i n e f f e c t i v e u s e of the m e d i a wh ich le lped 

to c r e a t e h i s i m a g e . T o w a r d the end , h i s p e r s o n a l a n d i d e o l o g i c a l i m a g e s 

d i m i n i s h e d a s h i s p u b l i c i t y i n c r e a s e d . 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e p r e s e n t e d b o t h an i d e o l o g i c a l and p e r s o n a l i m a g e 

to the e l e c t o r a t e in the 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n . T h e s e i m a g e s w e r e 

a c c e p t e d b y o v e r a m i l l i o n A m e r i c a n v o t e r s and r e j e c t e d by the r e s t . 

A m o n g the p e r s o n a l i m a g e s p r o j e c t e d w e r e " s u p p o r t e r of the l i t t l e f e l -

low, l! " h a t e m o n g e r , " " r i g h t w i n g e r , " " l i b e r a l , " " c o n s e r v a t i v e , " " r a c i s t , " 

" s e g r e g a t i o n a l i s t , n and f ina l ly , " c h a r i s m a t i c d e m a g o g u e . " 

The p u b l i c h a s a " p u b l i c i m a g e " of e a c h p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e , 

w h i c h i n f l u e n c e s t h e i r vo t e . Th i s " i m a g e " r e a l l y b e c o m e s m o r e i m p o r -

t a n t t han the a c t u a l p e r s o n a l i t y of the c a n d i d a t e b e c a u s e i t c o n t i n u e s 

75 
J . J . Makay , " G e o r g e C. W a l l a c e : S o u t h e r n S p o k e s m a n w i t h a 

N o r t h e r n A u d i e n c e , " C e n t r a l States-^Speech J o u r n a l ( F a l l 1968), p . 206. 
76 

L a w r e n c e W. R o s e n f i e l d , " G e o r g e W a l l a c e P l a y s R o s e m a r y ' s 
B a b y , " The Q u a r t e r l y J o u r n a l of Speech , LV ( F e b r u a r y , 1969}# 37. 
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i n f l u e n c i n g the p e o p l e w h e n t h e c a n d i d a t e i s b o d i l y a b s e n t f r o m t h e i r 

m i d s t . If the p u b l i c c a n a c c e p t t he i m a g e , t h e y b u y i t , e n j o y i t , and 

i d e n t i f y w i t h i t . S e v e r a l m i l l i o n p u r c h a s e d t h e p u b l i c i m a g e of G e o r g e 

W a l l a c e . M a n y o t h e r s p e r h a p s w o u l d h a v e a c c e p t e d i t if i t h a d b e e n p r e -

s e n t e d m o r e c o n v i n c i n g l y # T h i s i s d i s c u s s e d in the n e x t s e c t i o n , w h i c h 

d e a l s p r i m a r i l y w i t h t h e t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t s of t h e 1968 c a m p a i g n . 

T e c h n i c a l D i m e n s i o n 

T h e p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n of 1968 w a s d o m i n a t e d b y t h e n e w 

e l e c t r o n i c med ia , , V a r i o u s s t u d i e s h a v e i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e N i x o n c a m -

p a i g n w a s o r g a n i z e d in a m a n n e r w h i c h u t i l i z e d t h e m e d i a f u l l y , u n l i k e 

the c a m p a i g n s of H u m p h r e y and e s p e c i a l l y W a l l a c e , w h i c h w e r e p o o r l y 

o r g a n i z e d . T h i s s e c t i o n e x a m i n e s the t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t of t he i m a g e -

b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s v i a the m e d i a in t h e c a m p a i g n of G e o r g e W a l l a c e a n d 

o f f e r s s u g g e s t i o n s h o w t h i s d i m e n s i o n c o n t r i b u t e d to h i s l o s s . R e f e r e n c e s 

and c o m p a r i s o n s a r e m a d e to Nixon* s c a m p a i g n s i n c e i t d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e 

t h e o r y p o s t u l a t e d in C h a p t e r I I . 

A C a m p a i g n of F s e u d o - E v e n t s 

A l l p o l i t i c i a n s u s e p s e u d o - e v e n t s to t h e i r a d v a n t a g e in m o d e r a t e 

n u m b e r s , b u t W a l l a c e e m p l o y e d c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e n u m b e r s . The m o s t 

o b v i o u s w a s t h e c a m p a i g n r a l l y a n d i t s r e p e t i t i o u s p a t t e r n . E v e r y a s p e c t 

o f the e v e n t w a s d e s i g n e d to s t i m u l a t e a p a t r i o t i c m o o d i n t h e a u d i e n c e . 

C o u n t r y b a n d m u s i c r e l a x e d t he c r o w d and g a v e the " W a l l a c e Gi r l s* 1 

(who w e r e d i s c r e e t l y c o m b e d , l i g h t l y l i p s t i c k e d , a n d w i t h h e m l i n e s j u s t 

a b o v e t h e k n e e s ) t i m e to p a s s t he p l a s t i c c o n t r i b u t i o n b u c k e t s a n d 

" p l e d g e of s u p p o r t ' 1 f u n d - r a i s e r p a m p h l e t s . O u t s i d e t h e m e e t i n g h a l l 
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o t h e r w o r k e r s s o l d W a l l a c e h a t s , b u t t o n s , t i e s , b u m p e r s t i c k e r s , c a r 

t a g s , p o s t e r s , a n d b a n n e r s . L i t e r a t u r e i n c l u d e d The W a l l a c e S t o r y , a 

b i o g r a p h y b y W a l l a c e ^ c a m p a i g n m a n a g e r , B i l l J o n e s , a n d n T h e W a l -

l a c e R e c o r d N e w s p a p e r 1 ' w h i c h i n c l u d e d e x c e r p t s f r o m h i s s p e e c h e s , 

f a v o r a b l e p o l l s , and p i c t u r e s of p a s t r a l l i e s . 

B e f o r e W a l l a c e s p o k e , the n a t i o n a l a n t h e m w a s s u n g , i n v o c a t i o n 

p r o n o u n c e d , t he L o r d T s P r a y e r r e c i t e d , a n d n G o d B l e s s A m e r i c a 1 1 

r e v e r e n t l y v o c a l i z e d . T h i s e m o t i o n a l l y h i g h p o i n t in t h e r a l l y o f t e n p r o -

d u c e d p a t r i o t i c t e a r s , a n d h e l p e d i n c i r c u l a t i n g t h e i m a g e W a l l a c e p o r -

77 

t r a y e d of t f T h e P a t r i o t i c A m e r i c a n , " 

V T h e s p e e c h , a l m o s t a r e p e t i t i o n of t h e o n e w h i c h w o n h i m t h e 

G o v e r n o r s h i p of A l a b a m a , w a s a l s o a p s e u d o - e v e n t . He a d d e d to and 

t o o k a w a y f r o m i t a c c o r d i n g to t h e a u d i e n c e r e s p o n s e . A s J u l e s L o h 

s a i d , " T h e e v o c a t i v e l i n e i s c a r e f u l l y h o n e d a n d m a d e a p a r t of t h e 

s c r i p t . The a u d i e n c e r e s p o n s e t h e n b e c o m e s p r e d i c t a b l e , a s t h o u g h 
78 

o r c h e s t r a t e d w i t h a f l o u r i s h of a r h e t o r i c a l b a t o n . 1 1 

E a r l y in the c a m p a i g n h i s s p e e c h m a d e a n i n c i d e n t a l r e f e r e n c e 

to t a x - e x e m p t f o u n d a t i o n s . The r e s p o n s e w a s m i l d l y f a v o r a b l e , s o h e 

s t a r t e d n a m i n g t h e f o u n d a t i o n s - - R o c k e f e l l e r , C a r n e g i e , and F o r d . W h e n 

the a p p l a u s e i n c r e a s e d h e d e c i d e d to t a x t h o s e f o u n d a t i o n s , so u . . . m a y b e 

t h e y w o u l d q u i t r e c o m m e n d i n g s o - c a l l e d w e l f a r e s c h e m e s t h a t w e t a x -
79 

p a y e r s h a v e to p a y f o r . n Wi th t h e a p p l a u s e e v e n b e t t e r , he d e l i v e r e d 

h i s f i n a l a t t a c k , " . . . t h o s e m u l t i b i l l i o n d o l l a r t a x - e x e m p t f o u n d a t i o n s 

w i t h t h e i r b i g i d e a s a b o u t p a y i n g p e o p l e n o t to w o r k a n d n o t to b u r n 
77 

F o r t W o r t h S t a r - T e l e g r a m , O c t o b e r 20, 1968, S e c . A, p . 7, 
78 79 

I b i d . 7 I b i d , 



112 

80 

d o w n the c o u n t r y . " T h i s t i m e t h e a p p l a u s e b e c a m e d e a f e n i n g , a n d 

t h e c r o w d r o s e to i t s f e e t . In t he s a m e f a s h i o n h i s p r o m i s e to s t a t i o n 

t r o o p s in W a s h i n g t o n " f i v e f e e t a p a r t w i t h t h r e e - f o o t b a y o n e t s " b e c a m e 
81 

" t h r e e f e e t a p a r t w i t h f i v e - f o o t b a y o n e t s . " 

T h i s p r o c e s s a l s o w o r k e d in r e v e r s e . To e a r l y a u d i e n c e s h e 

d e c l a r e d , " . . „ if I b e c o m e p r e s i d e n t a n d s o m e a n a r c h i s t l i e s d o w n in 

f r o n t of m y a u t o m o b i l e . . . i t ' s go ing to b e t h e l a s t a u t o m o b i l e h e l i e s 
8 2 

d o w n in f r o n t o f . " W h e n h i s i m a g e b e g a n t a r n i s h i n g w i t h a c c u s a t i o n s 

o f a d v o c a t i n g s t r e e t v i o l e n c e , he d e f e n s i v e l y c l a i m e d h e h a d b e e n m i s -

q u o t e d , a n d a l t e r e d t h e l i n e to r e a d , " . . . i t T s g o i n g to b e the l a s t 
83 

a u t o m o b i l e h e w i l l e v e r w a n t to l i e down in f r o n t o f . 1 1 

M a n y i m a g e s of p o l i t i c i a n s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e t h a t b e c o m e c e l e b -

r i t i e s , a r e d i f f e r e n t i a t e d m a i n l y b y t r i v i a of p e r s o n a l i t y . T h i s w a s 

e s p e c i a l l y t r u e of W a l l a c e ' s v o c a b u l a r y a n d s o u t h e r n d r a w l . H i s o r a -

t o r y w a s f u l l of h u m o r o u s m i s p r o n u n c i a t i o n s , c o l l o q u i a l i s m s , a n d c o l o r -

f u l c o i n a g e s of w o r d s w h i c h h a d t h e e f f e c t of r i d i c u l i n g " t h o s e o v e r -

e d u c a t e d i v o r y - t o w e r f o l k s who l o o k down t h e i r n o s e s a t y o u a n d m e a n d 
84 

c a l l u s r e d n e c k s , p e c k e r w o o d s , p e a p i c k e r s a n d c r a c k e r s . " 

A n o t h e r r a l l y f a c t o r w h i c h W a l l a c e a d e p t l y u s e d to h i s own 

" i m a g e m a k i n g 1 1 a d v a n t a g e w a s t h e h e c k l e r s . T h e y a p p e a r e d a t a m o s t 

e v e r y m e e t i n g a n d a d d e d v a r i e t y to the o t h e r w i s e c a n n e d a n d m u n d a n e 

s p e e c h . D u r i n g the s p e e c h t h e y r a i s e d p l a c a r d s w h i c h r e a d R A C I S T 

GO H O M E , W A L L A C E IS R O S E M A R Y ' S B A B Y , S H O U L D A M A D M A N 
I b i d . I b i d . 

Q O Q "2 
C h e s t e r , H o d g s o n , a n d P a g e , p . 283 . I b i d . 

84 
F o r t W o r t h S t a r - T e l e g r a m , O c t o b e r 20, 1968, S e c . A, p . 7 . 



113 

H A V E A - B O M B S , o r K I L L F O R P E A C E . W h e n t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 

s e e m e d to b e g e t t i n g o u t of h a n d W a l l a c e c a l l e d f o r p o l i c e a c t i o n . This 

g a v e h i m o p p o r t u n i t y t o d e m o n s t r a t e to h i s a u d i e n c e the m e t h o d h e 

85 

w o u l d u s e in h a n d l i n g t h e " l a w a n d o r d e r " p r o b l e m if e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t . 

T h e e v e n t w a s a l s o u s e d to s t a b i l i z e the m o o d f o r t h e r e m a i n d e r of t h e 

s p e e c h , a s i t w a s found in the l a s t s e c t i o n u n d e r h i s i m a g e of h a t e . 

T h e i m a g e of a p o l i t i c i a n i s a c t u a l l y a p s e u d o - e v e n t in i t s e l f a n d 

s p a w n s o t h e r p s e u d o - e v e n t s . E v e r y p r e s s a n n o u n c e m e n t o r a d v e r t i s e -

m e n t r e l e a s e d l e a d s to a n o t h e r e v e n t , w h e t h e r i t b e a r a l l y , s p e e c h , o r 

t e l e v i s i o n a p p e a r a n c e . W a l l a c e u t i l i z e d t h r e e of t h e s e m e t h o d s 

e x t e n s i v e l y . 

T h e f i r s t e v e n t w a s a n o r d i n a r y p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e w h i c h r e s u l t e d 

i n a n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e . An e x a m p l e of t h i s i s t a k e n f r o m the D a l l a s 

M o r n i n g N e w s , a n d r e f e r r e d to a n u p c o m i n g f u n d - r a i s i n g d i n n e r in t h a t 

c i t y . The a n n o u n c e m e n t a l s o m e n t i o n e d t h a t W a l l a c e " m a y r e v e a l t h e 

n a m e of h i s v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l running m a t e dur ing [that v i s i t J " 

The s e c o n d type w a s a n e w s p a p e r a d v e r t i s e m e n t in the f o r m of 

a publ i c op in ion po l l that showed W a l l a c e winning by a " l a n d s l i d e . " T h e s e 

w e r e l a b e l e d a s "po l l s you h a v e n ' t b e e n told about , " and i m p l i e d that 

W a l l a c e w a s a c t u a l l y w inn ing a c r o s s A m e r i c a , and that the e s t a b l i s h e d p o l l s 

w e r e i n c o r r e c t . H o w e v e r , c l o s e e x a m i n a t i o n r e v e a l e d that the p o l l s w e r e 

i n a d e q u a t e l y s a m p l e d and taken in s m a l l r u r a l c i t i e s , w i t h p r i v a t e n e w s -

paper r e p o r t e r s conduct ing the s u r v e y s . Many of t h e s e w e r e undoubted ly 

c o n s e r v a t i v e p a p e r s s u c h a s n e w s p a p e r s f r o m R u s k County, T e x a s , { E a s t 

85 
G o o d m a n , p . 4 8 9 . 

86 
D a l l a s M o r n i n g N e w s , S e p t e m b e r 12, 1968, p . 1. 
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T e x a s ) and the D a y t o n a B e a c h , F l o r i d a , a r e a , w h e r e " W a l l a c e w i n s 65 

8 7 

p e r c e n t of t h e v o t e , 1 1 

T h e t h i r d type a n n o u n c e m e n t w a s m e r e l y a n e w s p a p e r l i s t i n g of 

W a l l a c e b r o a d c a s t i n g t i m e s a n d c h a n n e l s on t e l e v i s i o n . M o s t of t h e s e 
88 

a n n o u n c e m e n t s a l s o a s k e d f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

A l l p o l i t i c i a n s t o d a y m a k e u s e of p s e u d o - e v e n t s in t h e i r i m a g e -

b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s . G e o r g e W a l l a c e in the 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n c a m -

pa ign w a s v e r y a d e p t a t t h i s a n d g a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e r e c o g n i t i o n a n d 

s t a t u s b e c a u s e of t h e e v e n t s . H i s c o n s t a n t q u a r r e l s w i t h the p r e s s a n d 

p o l l s t e r s cou ld b e c a t e g o r i z e d a s p s e u d o - e v e n t s ; h o w e v e r , t h e e v e n t s a r e 

b e i n g d i s c u s s e d s e p a r a t e l y in t h i s s e c t i o n . H i s a t t i t u d e a b o u t t h e p r e s s 

a s f r i e n d a n d f o e a n d i t s i m p o r t a n c e in c r e a t i n g and d e s t r o y i n g h i s p u b l i c 

i m a g e w i l l b e v i e w e d in the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n . 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e and the P r e s s 

P r e s s a s a f r i e n d a n d f o e . - - W a l l a c e h a d m a n y a r g u m e n t s w i t h 

t h e p r e s s d u r i n g the 1968 c a m p a i g n a n d on o c c a s i o n s c a l l e d t h e m e n e m i e s . 

A s a l l o t h e r p o l i t i c a l c a n d i d a t e s , h e h a d h i s f e w , f r i e n d l y p a p e r s . T h i s 

f a c t i s i n d i c a t i v e of h i s l a r g e p o p u l a r i t y in the South . L o r d W i n d l e s h a m 

in C o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d P o l i t i c a l P o w e r , n o t e d , t h a t d u r i n g the M a y 1963, 

B i r m i n g h a m , A l a b a m a , r a c e r i o t s , t h e B i r m i n g h a m N e w s k e p t a l l m e n -

t i on of the i n c i d e n t s off the f r o n t p a g e . I r o n i c a l l y , r e p o r t s i s s u e d f r o m 

B i r m i n g h a m m a d e the f r o n t p a g e s of p a p e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . 

W i n d l e s h a m d i s c u s s e s t h i s p r o b l e m a n d i t s i m p o r t a n c e in v i e w i n g the 

S o u t h ' s c o n s e r v a t i v e a t t i t u d e b y s a y i n g : 

8 7 
D a l l a s M o r n i n g N e w s , N o v e m b e r 4, 1968, S e c . A . p , 12. 

88 D a i l y O k l a h o m a n , O c t o b e r 24, 1968, p . 34, 
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The r e a l b l o c k a g e h a s b e e n not in p r e v e n t i n g s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a -
t ion f r o m be ing p r i n t e d , b u t in p r e v e n t i n g the e m e r g e n c e of any-
a l t e r n a t i v e opinion on r a c i a l m a t t e r s c a p a b l e of c o m m a n d i n g 
r e s p e c t . The t r a d i t i o n a l v i e w h a s b e e n r e f l e c t e d in the t r a d i -
t i ona l p r e s s . The l i b e r a l v iew h a s had no c o m p e t i t i v e p r e s s to 
be r e f l e c t e d in . The r e s u l t of t h i s l a c k of c o m m e r c i a l l y c o m -
p e t i t i v e s i t u a t i o n h a s b e e n the l a c k of a s i t ua t ion in w h i c h i d e a s 
c a n c o m p e t e . E v e n if t h e r e w e r e a s i z a b l e n u m b e r of p e o p l e in 
a town ho ld ing l i b e r a l op in ions i n c l i n i n g t o w a r d s i n t e g r a t i o n , if 
t h e r e w a s no c o m m u n i c a t i o n s m e d i u m to b r i n g t h e m t o g e t h e r 
t hey would no t know i t . ^9 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v e s W a l l a c e did have s u p p o r t f r o m the 

Sou th ' s p r e s s , e s p e c i a l l y the p r e s s of A l a b a m a . The B i r m i n g h a m N e w s 

a g a i n d i s t o r t e d the f a c t s on J u n e 12, 1963, the d a y fo l lowing W a l l a c e ' s 

" s c h o o l - h o u s e doo r s t and . " The p a p e r h e a d l i n e d i t s r e p o r t "Kennedy 

N e g l e c t s Lrocal ."Laws," and fo l l owed t h i s up wi th a n o t h e r a r t i c l e on page 

90 

one , " P r e s i d e n t L e c t u r e s Na t ion on ' R i g h t s ' . " This a c t i o n b y the 

l o c a l p r e s s a l s o a f f e c t e d the t e l e v i s i o n m e d i u m . Of the two t e l e v i s i o n 

s t a t i o n s in A l a b a m a , one gave up i t s a f f i l i a t i o n wi th CBS a f t e r the c o u r t 

a c t i o n s , and the o t h e r , an NBC a f f i l i a t e , w a s owned b y the B i r m i n g h a m 

N e w s . 9 * A l a b a m a a l s o f o r c e d bo th the New Y o r k T i m e s and CBS N e w s 

out of the s t a t e f o r a p e r i o d of o v e r one y e a r , a n d d u r i n g t h a t t i m e 

n e i t h e r s e r v i c e cou ld ob ta in f i r s t - h a n d i n f o r m a t i o n . 

P r e s s a s an e n e m y . - - G r a n t e d , the f o r m e r G o v e r n o r had c o n s e r -

v a t i v e f o l l o w e r s in the p r e s s , bu t he a l s o h a d e n e m i e s , and t h e s e o f t e n 

gave h i m r e a s o n f o r c o m p l a i n t to the p u b l i c . But l ike h i s o t h e r p s e u d o -

e v e n t s , he t u r n e d t h i s a c t i on into v o t e s . In the e a r l y s t a g e s of the c a m -

p a i g n m a n y n e w s p a p e r s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e in the N o r t h , p l a y e d down t h e i r 

89 
L o r d W i n d l e s h a m , C o m m u n i c a t i o n and P o l i t i c a l P o w e r 

(London , 1966), p . 205 . 
9 0 I b i d . , p . 209. 9 1 I b i d . , p . 210. 
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c o v e r a g e of W a l l a c e , a s a d e l i b e r a t e p o l i c y . T h i s " s i l e n t t r e a t m e n t " b y 

the n e w s p a p e r m e d i a h a d to c e a s e b e c a u s e the d e c i s i v e p o l l s r o s e f r o m 

n i n e p e r c e n t in A p r i l to 21 p e r c e n t i n S e p t e m b e r . He c o u l d no l o n g e r 

92 

) / b e i g n o r e d . 

T h e p r e s s s u d d e n l y b e g a n t o o v e r c o m p e n s a t e f o r i t s p r e v i o u s 

l a c k of i n t e r e s t * and c o v e r e d a l l of W a l l a c e ' s r a l l i e s . T h i s o v e r p u b l i c i t y 

c a u s e d a r e v e r s e e f f e c t , b e c a u s e h i s i m a g e w a s c o m i n g t h r o u g h too c l e a r . 

He w a s b e c o m i n g a " n e w s p i e c e " o r a " n o v e l t y " t h a t m a d e g o o d copy. 

N e w s p a p e r m e n a n d t e l e v i s i o n i n t e r v i e w e r s e v e r y w h e r e w e r e s e e k i n g 

h i m out to s e e w h o c o u l d r e l a y to t h e p u b l i c h i s m o s t r e c k l e s s u t t e r a n c e s . 

W a l l a c e s o o n h a d the f e e l i n g h e p e a k e d too s o o n , f o r i t s e e m e d t h a t i n c r e a s e d 

p u b l i c i t y r e s u l t e d in a d e c l i n e of h i s i m a g e . T h i s n e w m e d i a r e a c t i o n 

p r e c i p i t a t e d a r a d i c a l r e f o r m a t i o n of h i s p e r s o n a l , p o l i t i c a l i m a g e , a n d 

his b e h a v i o r c h a n g e d a c c o r d i n g l y . H o w e v e r , i t w a s too l a t e ; h i s p o p u -

l a r i t y i n the p o l l s h a d s t a r t e d d i m i n i s h i n g a l r e a d y . 

S e v e r a l f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s . F i r s t , a s i t w a s n o t e d e a r l i e r 

in t h e " I d e o l o g i c a l D i m e n s i o n " s e c t i o n of t h i s c h a p t e r , an e n d - o f - c a m -

p a i g n d r i v e by H u m p h r e y and h i s f o r c e s m a d e a c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p a c t 

u p o n t h e v o t e r s . S e c o n d l y , W a l l a c e a t t e m p t e d to c h a n g e h i s s t r a t e g y 

w h i c h r e s u l t e d in a l o s s of v o t e s . L a s t , b u t n o t l e a s t , h e d id n o t 

m a k e p r o p e r u s e of t h e m a s s m e d i a d u r i n g the e l e c t i o n w h i c h p r e v e n t e d 

h i s i m a g e f r o m c r y s t a l l i z i n g in the m i n d s of t h e e l e c t o r a t e . 
92 

^ A r c h i b a l d a n d H e l e n C r o s s l e y , p p . 1 2 - 1 3 . 
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W a l l a c e ' s Ro le in the " N e w P o l i t i c s " 

A n e w f a c e in the m i d d l e of a _ c a m p a i g n . - - G e n e Wyckoff s t a t e d 

* n I m a g e C a n d i d a t e s , "Upon o c c a s i o n . . . a c a n d i d a t e c a n b e s o 

s t r i k i n g l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d by o t h e r m e d i a p r i o r to h i s e x p o s u r e on t e l e -

v i s i o n tha t p e r s o n a b l e a p p e a r a n c e and d e m e a n o r a d d e d up to n a u g h t . ^ 

Th i s w a s e s p e c i a l l y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of G e o r g e W a l l a c e ' s a p p e a r a n c e on 

t e l e v i s i o n a f t e r h i s p o p u l a r i t y s t a r t e d to f a l l . T h r o u g h the " h o t " m e d i u m 

of the n e w s p a p e r he c o m m u n i c a t e d b e a u t i f u l l y , b u t a s a " h o t " o r a t o r 

o v e r a " c o o l " t e l e v i s i o n m e d i u m he f a i l e d . R o s e n f i e l d d e s c r i b e s the 

c h a r a c t e r of the m a n on t e l e v i s i o n . "He s t a r t l e d a pub l i c u n a c c u s t o m e d 

t o s t u m p - o r a t o r y f e r o c i t y , even a s h i s a n t i - a g g r e s s o r s t a n c e d i m i n i s h e d 

his p e r s u a s i v e p o t e n t i a l . F o r a n a t i o n c o n d i t i o n e d to t h e b a n a l r a t i o n a l i t y 

of t e l e v i s i o n n e w s i n t e r v i e w s , the W a l l a c e a c t w a s a l m o s t s e n s u o u s . " ^ 

He f o r g o t tha t the spoken w o r d w a s m o r e e m o t i o n a l than the w r i t t e n 

w o r d b e c a u s e i t c a r r i e d no t only m e a n i n g , b u t the e m o t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r -

i s t i c s of the s p e a k e r . W a l l a c e p r o j e c t e d a n e g a t i v e type e m o t i o n . A s 

Whi te s t a t e d , " T h e m e d i a , t r y i n g to d o c u m e n t the W a l l a c e c a m p a i g n in 

w o r d s and p i c t u r e s , b e g a n to s p r e a d the i m a g e of a m a n no t m a s t e r i n g 

Q S 

d i s o r d e r in the n a t i o n , b u t p r o v o k i n g i t w h e r e he w e n t . " T h i s w a s 

e v i d e n c e d by r e s u l t a n t h e a d l i n e s , " C l a s h e s M a r W a l l a c e R a l l y in 

D e t r o i t , " " F i g h t s B r e a k Out a s H e c k l e r s D i s r u p t W a l l a c e R a l l y in 

T e x a s , " a n d " T e n n e s s e e Mob B e a t s Boy Who S a s s e d W a l l a c e . 

V 93 Gene Wyckof f , The I m a g e C a n d i d a t e s (New York , 1968), p . 150. 
] 

96, 

94 Q 
R o s e n f i e l d , p . 41 . Whi te , p . 364. 

Ib id . 
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T h e s e l e c t i o n of L e M a y a d d e d to t h e " h o t n e s s 1 1 of h i s c a m p a i g n . 

E v e n L e M a y T s f i r s t p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e a s a v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l r u n n i n g 

m a t e s t i m u l a t e d f e a r . A s one r e p o r t e r r e m a r k e d : " N o s c e n e w a s m o r e 

t e l l i n g of the f e a r of L e M a y t h a n t h a t w h i c h t o o k p l a c e O c t o b e r 3 in 

P i t t s b u r g h . L e M a y - - j u s t i n t r o d u c e d b y W a l l a c e - - f a c e d the p r e s s a n d 

t a l k e d a b o u t the u s e of n u c l e a r w e a p o n s a s Wi l l ace t u g g e d n e r v o u s l y a t 

97 

t h e g e n e r a l ' s s l e e v e in a n o b v i o u s e f f o r t to f t o n e down 1 the r e m a r k s . 1 1 

T h e " p r o p e r " i m a g e of a p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e e v o k e s e m o t i o n 

f r o m h i s e l e c t o r a t e a n d u l t i m a t e l y e n d o r s e s h i m . D e f i n i n g the w o r d 

" p r o p e r " i s a p o l i t i c i a n ' s t e d i o u s b u t n e c e s s a r y g a m e . At t h i s t a s k 

W a l l a c e f a i l e d b e c a u s e s u p p o r t e r s r e - e v a l u a t e d h i s i m a g e and o r g a n i z a -

t i o n a n d f o u n d i t w a n t i n g . W h i t e a g a i n p o i n t s o u t w h a t r e s u l t e d : 
A s m e d i a m a d e c l e a r the c o l d W a l l a c e m e s s a g e , s t r i p p i n g 
" f o l k s i n e s s " f r o m h i m , t h o s e w h o c o u l d n o t a c c e p t the l a b e l 
" r a c i s t " f o r t h e m s e l v e s g r e w - - a n d v o t e r s w h o t h o u g h t W a l l a c e 
a " r a c i s t " r o s e f r o m 40 to 51 to 59 to 67 p e r c e n t ; in h a r m o n y , 
t h o s e w h o t h o u g h t of h i m a s a n " e x t r e m i s t " r o s e f r o m 51 to 56 
to 62 to 69 . C o n v e r s e l y , f r o m h i s S e p t e m b e r h i g h , W a l l a c e 
b e g a n to d r o p ~ ~ f r o m 21 to 18 to 16 to 1 3 . ^ 8 

The p u b l i c c o n t i n u e d h e a r i n g the " h o t " o r a t o r y of W a l l a c e w h o 

a c c u s e d the n a t i o n a l p r e s s of t r e a t i n g h i m u n k i n d l y b e c a u s e i t s m e m b e r s 

w e r e " l i b e r a l l e f t - w i n g e r s . " A f t e r h i s s p e e c h a t M a d i s o n S q u a r e G a r -

d e n , h e c r i t i c i z e d t h e n e w s m e d i a a n d s a i d : " (j:he m e d i a ] w o u l d r a t h e r 

t a l k a b o u t the p o l i c e a n d the f e w p i c k e t s b u t t h e y d o n ' t i n t e n d to l e t 

99 

p e o p l e k n o w w h a t y o u ' r e s a y i n g . " He a l s o l a m b a s t e d the p o l l s 

d e c l a r i n g t h e m " l i a r s . . . t r y i n g t o r i g t he e l e c t i o n a n d i n t e r f e r e w i t h 

97 
O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , N o v e m b e r 7, 1968, e d i t o r i a l p a g e . 

9 8 W h i t e , p . 3 6 4 . 

99 
O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , O c t o b e r 25, 1968 , p . 8 . 
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the v o t e r s r i g h t s to c a s t t h e i r v o t e in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e i r t r u e t h o u g h t s 

or c o n v i c t i o n s . 1 1 ^ ^ He a s s u r e d h i s s u p p o r t e r s w o u l d e l e c t h i m b e c a u s e 

the p o l l s t ! have b e e n w r o n g b e f o r e a n d a r e w r o n g aga in* M 

"Wallace c h a n g e d i m a g e s in the m i d d l e of a p o l i t i c a l g a m e w h i c h 
•7 

h o n o r s c o n s t a n c y a n d p r e d i c t a b i l i t y . He f a i l e d to g a i n the p u b l i c ' s t r u s t 

i n t h i s a r e a , b u t h e a l s o r e f u s e d to a c k n o w l e d g e n e w f a c e t s of t h e p o l i t -

i c a l g a m e . H i s f a i l u r e to u n d e r s t a n d and m a n i p u l a t e t he c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

a n d t o o l s of t h e " N e w P o l i t i c s 1 1 and i t s e l e c t r o n i c m e d i a m a d e h i s d e f e a t 

i n e v i t a b l e . T h i s f i n a l s e c t i o n e x a m i n e s the g a m e r u l e s of t h e " N e w 

P o l i t i c s " a n d h o w W a l l a c e p a r t i c i p a t e d a n d l o s t . 

W h a t to do w i t h t h e " N e w P o l i t i c s " . — C e r t a i n i n t e r e s t i n g a s p e c t s 

of t he " N e w P o l i t i c s 1 1 w e r e d e m o n s t r a t e d i n t h e 1968 r a c e . In White1 s 

d i s c u s s i o n of the m e d i a , h e u n c o v e r s a n i m p o r t a n t f a c t a b o u t G e o r g e 

W a l l a c e ' s c a m p a i g n . 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e n e v e r u n d e r s t o o d the n a t i o n a l p r e s s o r 
n a t i o n a l t e l e v i s i o n ; w i s e r c o u n s e l t h a n the c o u n t r y b o y s w h o 
a t t e n d h i m m i g h t h a v e p o l i s h e d o r p r e s e n t e d h i m b e t t e r ; w i s e r 
p l a n n i n g m i g h t h a v e m a d e h i s l a s t s i x w e e k s ' e f f o r t l e s s of a 
c i r c u s . C o n s t r u c t i v e t h o u g h t m i g h t h a v e g i v e n h i m j u s t a t o u c h 
of t h a t d i g n i t y w h i c h e v e r y A m e r i c a n , no m a t t e r h o w p r i m i t i v e , 
s e e k s in a P r e s i d e n t . * ^ 

T h e u s e of a m a t e u r m a n a g e m e n t a n d i t s e f f e c t s on the c a m p a i g n 

w e r e c e r t a i n . W a l l a c e ' s p r o f e s s i o n a l c a d r e w a s l i m i t e d to l o n g - t i m e 

p e r s o n a l a i d e s w h o s e l o y a l t y w a s r e l i a b l e . A s p o p u l a r i t y g r e w i t b e c a m e 

a p p a r e n t t h e g r o u p w a s t oo s m a l l to r u n a n a t i o n a l p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n . 

But W a l l a c e , w h o s e e m e d to d i s t r u s t s t r a n g e r s , r e f u s e d to r e c r u i t n e w 

^ D a l l a s M o r n i n g N e w s , O c t o b e r 29, 1968 , p . 1. 

^ ^ W h i t e , p . 3 6 6 . 
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p e o p l e . He o p e r a t e d t h e m e d i a w i t h o u t t h e g u i d a n c e of c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

s p e c i a l i s t s 1 e x p e r t i s e . W y c k o f f p o i n t e d out the i m p o r t a n c e of h a v i n g 

a d e q u a t e l y t r a i n e d m e n , " W h e n a n i m a g e s p e c i a l i s t w o r k s w i t h a top 

m a n , h e m u s t w o r k d i r e c t l y w i t h t h a t m a n . . . T h e s p e c i a l i s t i s , a f t e r 

102 

a l l , p u t t i n g w o r d s in to the c a n d i d a t e ' s m o u t h t h a t m u s t s o u n d n a t u r a l . " 

N i x o n a n d H u m p h r e y b o t h u s e d t h i s t e c h n i q u e a n d had p u b l i c r e l a t i o n 

f i r m s h a n d l e t h e i r i m a g e m a k i n g p r o c e s s . W a l l a c e w o r k e d a l o n e a n d 

h i s m e d i a s p o k e s m e n w e r e n o t a s q u a l i f i e d a s N i x o n a n d H u m p h r e y ^ 

e x p e r t s . 

W y c k o f f a l s o s t r e s s e d the i m p o r t a n c e of t h e m a t e r i a l u s e d on 

t e l e v i s i o n : !1. . . s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i m a g e m a t e r i a l t h a t I h a v e n e v e r f o r -

g o t t e n , n a m e l y , t h a t y o u c a n n o t m i x i t w i t h u n s t a g e d d i r e c t - t o - c a m e r a 

m a t e r i a l on t h e s a m e p r o g r a m w i t h o u t m a k i n g t h e d i r e c t - t o - c a m e r a 
103 

s p e a k e r s s e e m m o r e d u l l and p e d e s t r i a n t h a n t h e y m i g h t b e . " The 

two l e a d i n g c a n d i d a t e s d id n o t f o l l o w t h i s p a t t e r n b u t W a l l a c e d i d . H i s 

c o m m e r c i a l s a n d p r o g r a m s m i x e d f i l m e d s h o t s f r o m h i s r a l l i e s a n d the 

c a n d i d a t e ' s d i r e c t - t o - c a m e r a c o n v e r s a t i o n s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , h e l o o k e d 

r a t h e r u n p o l i s h e d in s o m e of the h o m e l y f i v e - m i n u t e f i l m s . At t i m e s 

he a p p a r e n t l y s e e m e d d r e a d f u l l y t i r e d a n d s i c k of the s o u n d of h i s own 

v o i c e . 

N i x o n ' s c a m p a i g n in 1968 w a s a p h e n o m e n o n of the " N e w P o l i t i c s 1 1 

c o m p a r e d to t h a t of G e o r g e W a l l a c e . The A m e r i c a n P a r t y in e f f e c t 

r e p r e s e n t e d a n a t t e m p t to u t i l i z e t he o ld s t y l e c a m p a i g n (1900 C e n t u r y 

o r e a r l y 20 th C e n t u r y ) d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r p a r t of t h e 20 th C e n t u r y . W a l -

l a c e t r a v e l e d the c o u n t r y s i d e " s t u m p i n g " a n d t r y i n g to v i s i t e v e r y s t a t e ; 
102 103 

W y c k o f f , p . 39 . I b i d . , p p . 2 8 - 2 9 . 
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N i x o n c a r e f u l l y b o o k e d a c a m p a i g n t h a t w o u l d n o t f a t i g u e h i m b u t w o u l d 

p r o v i d e m a x i m u m u s e of t e l e v i s i o n a n d a w i d e l a t i t u d e to h i s s t a f f . He 

104 

c o v e r e d o n l y 31 of the 50 s t a t e s . 

W h i t e W a l l a c e t r a v e l e d a l o n e w i t h h i s u n p r o f e s s i o n a l A l a b a m a 

f r i e n d s , N i x o n t u r n e d to m e d i a s p e c i a l i s t s . H i s " p a r t n e r s b e c a m e s t u -

d e n t s of m e d i a p o l i t i c s e s p e c i a l l y a t t u n e d to t he i m p a c t of t e l e v i s i o n u p o n 

c o n t e m p o r a r y a t t i t u d e s . T h e y d i s c a r d e d p o l i t i c a l f a s h i o n s of a q u i t t e r 
105 

p a s t , a n d t h e y b u i l t t h e i r c a s e upon c u e s p r o v i d e d b y N i x o n h i m s e l f . 1 1 

N i x o n j a m m e d p r i m e t i m e w i t h t e l e v i s i o n a n n o u n c e m e n t s a n d 

a l w a y s p r e s e n t e d t h e s e in a c o o l , r e l a zed , a n d c o n v e r s a t i o n a l t o n e . 

W a l l a c e , on the o t h e r h a n d , w a s " h o t " a n d l a m b a s t e d a l l s e g m e n t s of 

s o c i e t y . An a r t i c l e in t h e D a i l y O k l a h o m a n , a p t l y d e s c r i b e s t h e s c e n e : 

In a t i m e w h e n the p u b l i c i s d e m a n d i n g " c o o l n e s s 1 " f r o m i t s 
p o l i t i c i a n s , o ld f a s h i o n e d "hot 1 1 p o l i t i c i a n s l i k e [Wal lace] a n d 
H u m p h r e y — n o i s y , f a s t - t a l k i n g , f e r v e n t ~ ~ f a i l u t t e r l y to m a k e 
c o n t a c t w i t h the p u b l i c . . . . A c c o r d i n g to M c L u h a n e s q u e 
p o l i t i c s w h a t i s s a i d i s n o t n e a r l y s o i m p o r t a n t a s h o w it i s s a i d . 
In h i s b o o k , Six C r i s e s , N i x o n d e s c r i b e s h i s c o n v i c t i o n s r e g a r d i n g 

t h e m e d i u m of t e l e v i s i o n . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t I s p e n t too m u c h t i m e in the l a s t c a m p a i g n 
on s u b s t a n c e a n d too l i t t l e t i m e on a p p e a r a n c e ; I p a i d too m u c h a t t e n -
t i o n to w h a t I w a s g o i n g to s a y a n d too l i t t l e to h o w I w o u l d l o o k . 
A g a i n , w h a t m u s t b e r e c o g n i z e d i s t h a t t e l e v i s i o n h a s i n c r e a s i n g l y 
b e c o m e the m e d i u m t h r o u g h w h i c h the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of the v o t e r s 
g e t t h e i r n e w s a n d d e v e l o p t h e i r i m p r e s s i o n s of t h e c a n d i d a t e s . 
T h e r e a r e , of c o u r s e , m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e w h o s t i l l r e l y p r i m a r i l y 
on n e w s p a p e r s and m a g a z i n e s i n marking u p t h e i r m i n d s on h o w 
t h e y w i l l v o t e . Bu t the f a c t r e m a i n s , o n e b a d c a m e r a a n g l e on 
t e l e v i s i o n c a n h a v e f a r m o r e e f f e c t on t h e e l e c t i o n o u t c o m e t h a n 

^ ^ ^ " T h e R e a l D i c k N i x o n S t a n d s Up, 11 N e w s w e e k , X/XXII 
( N o v e m b e r 4 , 1968) , p . 28 . 

105 
O k l a h o m a C i t y T i m e s , N o v e m b e r 7, 1968, E d i t o r i a l p a g e . 

10 6 
D a i l y O k l a h o m a n , N o v e m b e r 8, 1968, p . 8 . 
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a m a j o r m i s t a k e in w r i t i n g a s p e e c h w h i c h i s then p i c k e d up and 
c r i t i c i z e d by c o l u m n i s t s and e d i t o r i a l w r i t e r s . I do no t m e a n to 
s u g g e s t tha t wha t a c a n d i d a t e s a y s i s not i m p o r t a n t ; in a p r e s i -
d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n , in p a r t i c u l a r , it should be a l l - i m p o r t a n t . What 
I do m e a n to s a y i s tha t w h e r e v o t e s a r e c o n c e r n e d , a p a r a p h r a s e 
of w h a t M r . K h r u s h c h e v c l a i m s is an " a n c i e n t R u s s i a n p r o v e r b " 
could not be m o r e c o n t r o l l i n g : "one TY p i c t u r e i s w o r t h t en 
t h o u s a n d w o r d s . "107 

The c u l m i n a t i n g e v e n t s f o r the c a m p a i g n took p l a c e on e l e c t i o n 

e v e w h e n a l l t h r e e c a n d i d a t e s took t h e i r f i n a l p l e a to the n a t i o n a l a u d i e n c e . 

Nixon and H u m p h r e y p r e s e n t e d two of the " c o o l e s t " p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m s 

the n a t i o n h a d s e e n . They w e r e s i m u l t a n e o u s , t w o - h o u r t e l e t h o n s t h a t 

r e a c h e d a n e s t i m a t e d 48 m i l l i o n A m e r i c a n s . N e i t h e r m a n m a d e s p e e c h e s 

n o r p r o m i s e s , b u t p r e s e n t e d a " t a l k - s e s s i o n . " The m o o d w a s r e l a x i n g and 

the v o c a b u l a r y r e s t r a i n e d . The f i n a l a t t a c k s upon t h e i r f o e s w e r e c o l o r -

l e s s . They w e r e both s i n c e r e and f r i e n d l y and a r t i c u l a t e d a c o m m o n 

t o u c h . 

W a l l a c e a l s o p r e s e n t e d a f i n a l a p p e a l . I n s t e a d of l i s t e n i n g to, 

h e a r i n g abou t , and r e f l e c t i n g upon the v i e w s of the v o t e r s on m a j o r 

publ ic i s s u e s , he m a d e the m i s t a k e of th ink ing he h a d to e d u c a t e and 

r e i n f o r m the a u d i e n c e . The 30 m i n u t e p r o g r a m c o n s i s t e d of i n t r o d u c -

t i o n s to h i s f a m i l y and t h a t of G e n e r a l L e M a y , s c e n e s f r o m c a m p a i g n 

r a l l i e s , and a f ina l s e g m e n t t h a t r o a m e d o v e r the fo l lowing t o p i c s : 

(1) We m u s t wind up the w a r and b r i n g our s o l d i e r s h o m e . (2) Nixon and 

H u m p h r e y f a i l e d to so lve o u r i l l s wh i l e t h e y h e l d the o f f i c e of v i c e - p r e s i -

d e n t . (3) W a l l a c e can win a s e v i d e n c e d by a s s o r t e d r a d i o a n d n e w s p a p e r 

p o l l s . (4) The p o l l s t e r s wan t E s t a b l i s h m e n t c a n d i d a t e s to w i n . (5) S m e a r s 

on C u r t i s L e M a y a r e r e s e n t e d . 

1 07 
R i c h a r d M. Nixon, Six C r i s e s (New York , 1968), p . 4 5 7 . 

" ^ ^ P a i d P o l i t i c a l b r o a d c a s t , NBC, O c t o b e r 27, 1968, 
R o s e n f i e l d , p . 39. 
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W a l l a c e in t h e e n d w a s m u c h too f r a n k on the i s s u e s a s h e c a m e 

o v e r a "coo l 1 1 m e d i u m w i t h a ! ! h o t n m e s s a g e . T h e f i n a l r e s u l t s s h o w e d 

t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c i a n on t e l e v i s i o n w a s n c o o l n a n d r e l a x e d . He 

f o u n d s o m e of h i s s u p p o r t e r s t i r e d of h e a r i n g h i m t l t e l l i t l i k e i t i s , n a n d 

t h e m a j o r i t y c o u l d no t a c c e p t h i s i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p e r s o n a l i m a g e s . He 

d id n o t u s e t h e m e d i a s e n s i b l y b u t p r o j e c t e d a " h o t " i m a g e of n h a t e a n d 

f e a r . f! T h e v o t e r s w e r e l o o k i n g f o r a m a n w h o s e i m a g e c o n v e y e d p r o -

g r e s s i v e n e s s , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , a n d t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s . By e l e c t i o n d a y t h e 

e l e c t o r a t e w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t h e w a s 11 t r i g g e r - h a p p y , M n a n i g g e r - h a t e r , 11 

v e r y b a c k w a r d , and f a r t oo c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d i r r e s p o n s i b l e . 

A n i r o n i c e v e n t t ook p l a c e on t h e n i g h t of N o v e m b e r 5, 1968, 

G e o r g e W a l l a c e , w h o h a d t r a v e l e d t h e l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h of A m e r i c a 

to p r o j e c t t h e i m a g e of a t r u e P r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e , s t o o d v i r t u a l l y b y 

h i m s e l f . Of a n e x p e c t e d 50, 000 e l e c t i o n n i g h t r a l l i e r s , o n l y 5, 000 s h o w e d 

u p . H i s p o l i t i c a l i m a g e c o u l d no t h a v e b e e n b l e a k e r , a n d a n e w s p a p e r -

m a n r e p l i e d , " H e s e e m s so a l l a l o n e . 11 



C H A P T E R IV 

C O N C L U S I O N 

T h e p r i m a r y p u r p o s e o f t h i s s t u d y w a s to a n a l y z e a n d d e t e r m i n e 

the e f f e c t of G e o r g e C . W a l l a c e 1 s i m a g e in t h e 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m -

p a i g n a n d e l e c t i o n . T h i s p u r p o s e n e c e s s i t a t e d a t w o - f o l d a p p r o a c h . 

F i r s t , a t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t w a s d e v e l o p e d to a n s w e r t h r e e q u e s t i o n s 

a b o u t the i m a g e and u l t i m a t e l y , h o w t h i s i m a g e s e r v e d a s a t o o l in t h e 

1968 e l e c t i o n s . T h e s e q u e s t i o n s i n c l u d e d : (1) W h a t i s t h e n a t u r e of t h e 

" i m a g e ? 1 1 (2) W h a t i s the r o l e of t he " i m a g e " in p o l i t i c s ? a n d (3) How 

i s t he " i m a g e " c r e a t e d ? T h e s e c o n d p o r t i o n of t h e a p p r o a c h w a s a n 

a p p l i c a t i o n of t he t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t to t h e i d e o l o g i c a l , p e r s o n a l , 

and t e c h n i c a l d i m e n s i o n s of G e o r g e W a l l a c e 1 s i m a g e . 

T h e " i m a g e " a s d e f i n e d b y t h i s a u t h o r i s t he p e r s o n a l , s u b j e c t i v e 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of m a n ' s r e a l a n d i m a g i n e d w o r l d . T h e " i m a g e " c o n s t r u c t 

d e v e l o p e d in t h i s s t u d y w a s d r a w n f r o m t h e o r i e s of W a l t e r L i p p m a n n , 

K e n n e t h E . B o u l d i n g , a n d D a n i e l J . B o r r s t i n . E v e n t h o u g h t h e y d e f i n e d 

the i m a g e d i f f e r e n t l y , a l l t h r e e a p p r o a c h e s a r e r e l a t e d b e c a u s e t h e y 

i n v o l v e p r o c e s s e s of p e r c e p t i o n , c o g n i t i o n , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , r e a c t i o n , 

a n d a t t i t u d e - a t t i t u d e c h a n g e . The t h e o r i e s a r e e s p e c i a l l y c o m p l i m e n t a r y 

of one a n o t h e r w h e n v i e w i n g p u b l i c i m a g e s in an e l e c t i o n . B o u l d i n g f e l t 

a n i m a g e w a s a p r o d u c t of a l l p a s t e x p e r i e n c e a n d s u b j e c t i v e k n o w l e d g e . 

B e i n g m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l i t w a s s u b j e c t to c h a n g e and v a r i o u s i n t e r p r e -

t a t i o n s . L i p p m a n n v i e w e d the i m a g e a s a n o v e r s i m p l i f i e d p i c t u r e of the 

w o r l d a s m a n e x p e c t s i t to b e in r e l a t i o n to h i s p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s . 

1 



125 

Boorstin approached the image differently with an ethical connotation. 

He theorized that the image was an ethical ideal toward which man 

should seek to attain. In Chapter I various means were discussed 

whereby such images could be altered to fit political goals. 

The "image" of a political candidate belongs to the individual 

perceiver and is t ransformed into a public image when shared by the 

public. This public image is the main concern of all politicians in an 

election. They a re not only concerned with its conception, formation, 

interpretation, and influence, but also with those elements which change 

it. Especially influential are the dimensions of time and space. The 

former regulates images by events in the past, present, and future so 

the meaning of a given image is al tered by time. In addition, spacial 

images are a function of the perceived distance between a person 's posi-

tion and that of the position or person he was reacting to. Examples of 

this concept were cited in Chapter I and serve to i l lustrate how images 

of candidates are related to time and space. 

Those voters who are not ego-involved with issues or have not 

yet formed a f irm political image of a candidate are susceptible to 

politicians and rhetoricians who strive to create favorable images of the 

contesting candidates or par t ies . In this age of electronics and techno-

logical advancement, the mass, "hot" and "cool, " media including rad io , 

national television, printed page, pseudo-events, and countless other 

media, a re extensions of our nervous system and serve as the main 

implements for public image creation. Older means of communication 

such as political meetings, ral l ies, telephone canvassing, and local 

newspaper propaganda are still employed, but the image is far ther 
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r e a c h i n g , l o n g e r l a s t i n g , a n d m o r e e f f e c t i v e w h e n m o d e r n m a s s m e d i a 

a r e u t i l i z e d , 

M a r s h a l l M c L u h a n h a s b e e n u n o f f i c i a l l y t a g g e d a s t h e f a t h e r of 

m a s s m e d i a a n d i n s i s t s t h a t e f f e c t i v e n e s s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n i s c o n t i n g e n t 

u p o n t he b a s i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g of i t s m e d i a . In t h i s r e g a r d , h e p r o p o s e s 

t h r e e m a i n t h e s e s in h i s U n d e r s t a n d i n g M e d i a a n d The M e d i u m i s t h e 

M a s s a g e . F i r s t , t he m e d i a of c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r e e x t e n s i o n s of t h e 

h u m a n p e r s o n a l i t y and e x e r t c o m p a r a b l e i n f l u e n c e . S e c o n d l y , m e d i a 

c a n b e d i v i d e d i n t o "hot1 1 a n d " c o o l . 11 The h o t m e d i a c o n v e y d i r e c t i n f o r -

m a t i o n to a n i n d i v i d u a l w i t h h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t a l o w l e v e l . C o m m u n i c a -

t i o n w i t h a " c o o l " m e d i a i n v o l v e s e x t e n s i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t h e r e c i p i e n t . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , a c a n d i d a t e w h o c o m m u n i c a t e s a v e h e m e n t p o l i t i c a l m e s -

s a g e o v e r a t ! cool t f t e l e v i s i o n i s c o m m i t t i n g p o l i t i c a l s u i c i d e b e c a u s e t h e 

m e d i u m c a n n o t c o n t a i n t h e m e s s a g e . L i k e w i s e , i t i s u n a d v i s a b l e to p r o j e c t 

a c o o l m e s s a g e o v e r a " h o t " m e d i u m s u c h a s r a d i o . T h i s l e a d s to the 

t h i r d p r i n c i p l e w h i c h s a y s t h e m e d i u m is t he m e s s a g e , o r t h e m e d i u m , 

b y i t s e l f , d o e s s o m e t h i n g to an i n d i v i d u a l a p a r t f r o m w h a t t he m e s s a g e 

i s a b l e to d o . 

T h e a d v e n t of m a s s m e d i a h a s u s h e r e d a n o t h e r d i m e n s i o n in the 

p o l i t i c a l a r e n a c a l l e d " T h e N e w P o l i t i c s . " So s t r o n g i s t he i n f l u e n c e of 

the n e w m e d i a t h a t p o l i t i c a l a u d i e n c e s e v e n r e s e n t r e m n a n t s of the o ld 

p o l i t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t . A c c o m p a n y i n g t h e n e w s y s t e m a n d c h a n g i n g 

a t t i t u d e s i s the c r e a t i o n of s t r o n g e r c h a r i s m a p o l i t i c i a n s . T h e y i m p l y 

a b r e a k w i t h l e g a l a n d t r a d i t i o n a l c o n t i n u i t y , c h a l l e n g e e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r 

a n d c u s t o m a r y r e s t r a i n t s , o v e r t u r n i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d a p p e a l to n e w c o n -

c e p t s of h u m a n r e l a t i o n s h i p s . A c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r 1 s i n f l u e n c e i s 
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g r e a t e r o u t s i d e a p o l i t i c a l g r o u p i n g a n d u s u a l l y e m e r g e s i n an a t m o s -

p h e r e of c r i s i s o r f r u s t r a t i o n . H i s c h a r i s m a t i c j a r g o n a n d d e m a g o g y -

r h e t o r i c h e i g h t e n the a u d i e n c e 1 s e m o t i o n a l i n v o l v e m e n t and s o m e t i m e s 

c r e a t e q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s . F r o m a l l i n d i c a t i o n s in C h a p t e r I , i t 

c a n b e i n f e r r e d t h a t W a l l a c e p o s s e s s e d s u c h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a n d c r e a t e d 

s i m i l a r m a s s - a u d i e n c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n d u r i n g t he 1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m -

p a i g n . 

S i n c e p o l i t i c i a n s a r e p r o d u c t s of t h e i r i m a g e s a n d t he i m a g e i s 

a c r e a t i o n of the m e s s a g e , t h e y t e n d to r e m a k e t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e i m a g e 

o t h e r s h a v e of t h e m . In t h i s r e s p e c t , the " N e w P o l i t i c s , T h a s f u r n i s h e d 

a n o t h e r t o o l in the p s e u d o - e v e n t o r f a l s e e v e n t i n t e n d e d to b e d e c e i v i n g . 

In an e f f o r t to m a k e n e w s of a c a n d i d a t e f o r a demand ing p u b l i c , r e p o r t e r s 

o f t e n c r e a t e n e w s w h e n n o n e i s a v a i l a b l e . T h e a l e r t p o l i t i c i a n e m p l o y s 

p s e u d o - e v e n t s to c r e a t e the d e s i r e d i m a g e b y p l a y i n g on t h e a t t i t u d e s of 

the v o t e r a b o u t h i m s e l f , s o c i e t y , t h e p o l i t i c a l p a r t y s y s t e m , a n d t h e 

p o l i t i c i a n . 

T h e y e a r 1968 r e c o r d e d i n s u r m o u n t a b l e p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t . P r e s i -

d e n t J o h n s o n h a d b e e n u n a b l e to r e s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m s , a n d t h e r e w a s a 

g e n e r a l t e n d e n c y f o r the p u b l i c to m o v e r i g h t i n r e a c t i o n to h i s l i b e r a l 

p o l i t i c s . T h e D e m o c r a t s a n d R e p u b l i c a n s w e r e e x t r e m e l y d i v i d e d y e t 

s o m e w h a t u n i t e d in r e a c t i o n to the p r e s e n t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s p o l i t i c s 

a n d p r a c t i c e s . T h i s l e f t a p r i m e s p o t f o r W a l l a c e w h e r e i n h e e m e r g e d 

b e t w e e n t h e two p a r t i e s a n d b e g a n p l a y i n g b o t h e n d s a g a i n s t o n e a n o t h e r 

on t he p o l i t i c a l c o n t i n u u m s a y i n g t h e r e w a s n o a c t u a l d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 

t h e two p a r t i e s . He h u r r i e d l y s e i z e d u p o n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y a n d o f f e r e d 

t h e p u b l i c a t h i r d c h o i c e , The A m e r i c a n I n d e p e n d e n t P a r t y . 
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The political climate was tense, and Wallace realized he 

needed to project a definite and favorable ideological and personal 

image in order to form a new coalition of the discontented and disaf-

fected citizens. His ideological image would contain justification and 

explanation of his political actions and a basis for making decisions. 

This image served as a nucleus for the campaign issues such as law 

and order , Vietnam, cr ime, states* rights, a rms control, and forced 

integration were the most influential. The states* rights and cr ime 

issues contributed most to the personal image. Wallace assumed a 

Conservative1 1 stance on all issues , therefore, it forced Humphrey and 

Nixon to move to the right of their natural positions on the political 

spectrum in order to comply with voter attitudes reacting against 

JohnsonTs l iberal ism. As a result , the entire voting populace leaned 

more heavily toward the right than would have occurred if Wallace had 

not been in the race . 

Attitudes of large segments of the electorate were f i rm on the 

rac ia l issues and Wallace's supporters, augmented by the so-called white 

backlash, included Northern right-wingers, middle -c lass conservatives 

and independents, and white blue-collar working Democrats. These seg-

ments represented 21 per cent of a popularity poll which, if allowed to 

continue, may have put the Electoral College in a deadlock allowing no 

candidate to receive a major i ty vote--depending on their distribution in 

the states. This issue of forced-integration caused his positive image 

to soar, especially in his appeal to the TTsoul of the South. 11 

Ideologically speaking, Wallace* s popularity as reflected in the 

national polls, peaked then fell to 13. 5 per cent in the final resu l t s . 
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He d id c a r r y f i v e S o u t h e r n s t a t e s a n d s o m e m i n o r i t y g r o u p s s c a t t e r e d 

t h r o u g h o u t the n a t i o n . The b u l k of h i s e a r l i e r p o p u l a r i t y , h o w e v e r , 

c a m e f r o m m a r g i n a l D e m o c r a t s who in t h e e n d r e t u r n e d to t h e i r p a r t y 

o r s u p p o r t e d N i x o n b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e no t f i r m l y c o m m i t t e d to W a l l a c e , 

h i s p a r t y , a n d h i s p o s i t i o n s . I n s t e a d of v o t i n g f o r a n u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e 

t h e y s e t t l e d f o r a m o r e m o d e r a t e c o n s e r v a t i v e , N i x o n , o r v o t e d the 

p a r t y - t i c k e t a n d s u p p o r t e d H u m p h r e y . 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t of W a l l a c e ' s p e r s o n a l i m a g e w a s s o m e w h a t 

r e l a t e d to h i s i d e o l o g i c a l i m a g e . He d r e w h i s g r e a t e s t s u p p o r t f r o m 

the Sou th w h i c h c o u l d i d e n t i f y w i t h b o t h h i s b e l i e f s a n d h i s p e r s o n a l 

s t y l e . T h e n a t i o n was a w a r e of t h e G o v e r n o r b e c a u s e of h i s " s c h o o l 

h o u s e d o o r " s t a n d a n d b e g a n f o r m i n g a p e r s o n a l i m a g e of t he m a n . A t 

f i r s t h i s p r e s e n c e w a s i g n o r e d in p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s , b u t w h e n h e e s t a b -

l i s h e d t h e A m e r i c a n I n d e p e n d e n t P a r t y in 50 s t a t e s and g a i n e d s u p p o r t 

i n the p o l l s , p o l i t i c a l c o n t e n d e r s b e g a n to w o r r y . A l t h o u g h m a n y r e s p o n -

d e d to h i s i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p e r s o n a l i m a g e s , the u p s w i n g in s u p p o r t w a s 

s h o r t l i v e d b e c a u s e the p e o p l e w e r e n o t f i r m l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t h e w a s the 

m a n f o r the j o b . 

In m a n y w a y s W a l l a c e ' s i m a g e c o r r e s p o n d e d to t h e t h e o r i e s 

p u r p o r t e d by L i p p m a n n and B o u l d i n g in t h e t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s t r u c t of 

C h a p t e r 1 . L i p p m a n n s t a t e d the i m a g e in a p e r s o n ' s m i n d w a s s t e r e o -

t y p e d a n d o v e r s i m p l i f i e d to f i n d i d e n t i t y in h i s w o r l d . W a l l a c e a l l o w e d 

v o t e r s to h a v e t h i s i m p l e i m a g e . He r e p e a t e d l y r e f e r r e d to t h e " s i m p l e 

s o l u t i o n s " of b u r e a u c r a t i c p r o b l e m s in h i s d e m a g o g y r h e t o r i c . He 

a l l o w e d t h e v o t e r to b l a m e W a s h i n g t o n f o r a n y c o m p l i c a t i o n of g o v e r n -

m e n t a l m a t t e r s . B o u l d i n g s u g g e s t e d the i m a g e w a s a p r o d u c t of a l l p a s t 
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e x p e r i e n c e a n d k n o w l e d g e . To the e l e c t o r a t e W a l l a c e T s p a s t r e p r e s e n t e d 

a l o n e " f i g h t e r 1 1 w h o s t o o d fo r w h a t he b e l i e v e d w i t h no c o m p r o m i s e , 

B o o r s t i n t h e o r i z e d t h a t m a n p o s s e s s an i m a g e w h i c h i s a n e t h i c a l i d e a l 

t h a t w a s not y e t a t t a i n e d . In a t t a i n i n g t h i s i d e a l , m a n m a y m a n i p u l a t e 

the i n t e r v e n i n g i m a g e s a n d c o n t r o l h i s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d p e r c e p t i o n . 

W a l l a c e a c c o m p l i s h e d t he f i r s t p o r t i o n of t h i s i m a g e — b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s 

b y o f f e r i n g t h e A m e r i c a n p e o p l e a Utop ian u n i o n f r e e of w a r s , p o v e r t y , 

a n d r i o t s w h e r e l a w a n d o r d e r w o u l d p r e v a i l . M a n y of the v o t e r s 

r e s p o n d e d f a v o r a b l y to t h e s e g o a l s . W a l l a c e f a i l e d to c o n t r o l , h o w e v e r , 

h i s i n t e r v e n i n g i m a g e s v i a the u s e of t h e p r o p e r m a s s m e d i a . A s a 

r e s u l t , t h e i d e o l o g i c a l o r d r e a m i m a g e c o l l a p s e d , a n d w i t h i t t h e p e r -

s o n a l i m a g e f e l l . He w a s no l o n g e r a n o b l e f i g h t e r b u t a m e n a c i n g r e b e l 

w h o p r o m o t e d e m o t i o n a l c o n t a g i o n a n d d e m a g o g y p o l i c i e s . 

G e o r g e C . W a l l a c e w a s t h e " w r o n g man 1 1 s a y i n g t h e " w r o n g thing1 1 

in the " w r o n g w a y . " He f a i l e d to u n d e r s t a n d m o d e r n m e d i a , a n d i t 

d e s t r o y e d h i m w h e n i t c o u l d h a v e b e e n a p o l i t i c a l t o o l . H i s t e l e v i s i o n 

r h e t o r i c r e p r e s e n t e d a " h o t " e v a n g e l i s t i c m e s s a g e o v e r a " c o o l " 

m e d i u m . T h e p r e s s a l s o c a u s e d a d e c l i n e in h i s i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p e r -

s o n a l i m a g e s b e c a u s e h e f e d t h e m " h o t " i s s u e s too s o o n , t oo f a s t w h i c h 

e v e n t u a l l y t i r e d the p u b l i c of h i s c a m p a i g n . He a l s o c h o s e to i g n o r e the 

" N e w P o l i t i c s , " a n d f a i l e d to s e c u r e e x p e r t s to a d v i s e h i m of p r o p e r 

a p p r o a c h e s . Of c o u r s e , h e w a s n e w s , a n d the m e d i a e v e n t u a l l y b e g a n 

c o v e r i n g h i m , bu t h i s i m a g e w a s a n e g a t i v e o n e . Now h e w a s p r o v o k i n g 

d i s o r d e r i n s t e a d of m a s t e r i n g i t . N i x o n h i m s e l f c a r e f u l l y d o c u m e n t e d 

the c h a n g e in h i s o w n p e r s o n a l i m a g e w h e n h e e m p l o y e d t he " N e w 

P o l i t i c s . " It p h y s i c a l l y t r a n s f e r r e d h i m to t h e W h i t e H o u s e , E v e n down 



131 

t o the l a s t t e l e c a s t , W a l l a c e p r e a c h e d to the v o t e r s ; h e n e v e r s e e m e d 

to l i s t e n . A s a r e s u l t , h e w a s t r a n s p o r t e d b a c k f r o m the n a t i o n a l 

p u b l i c e y e to the Sou th w i t h a b r o k e n d r e a m , a t a r n i s h e d i m a g e , a n d a 

m a n g l e d A m e r i c a n I n d e p e n d e n t P a r t y . He r e t u r n e d a s h e c a m e - - a l o n e . 
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