
The Portal to Texas History:
Walking in the Footprints of History

September 13, 2018

Dr. Ana Krahmer 
Director, Digital Newspaper Program



The Time Machine Itself

Over 1 million digital 
objects…and 
counting

 Over 6.25 million 
newspaper pages

 Over 270, 000 
photographs

 Over 83,000 maps

 And much more, 
including diaries, 
architectural drawings, 
books, patents. 

Breckenridge American, May 14, 1940



http://texashistory.unt.edu



• Museums
• Public Libraries
• Historical and 

Genealogical Societies
• Universities
• Government agencies
• Private Collections

Primary sources from many different time 
periods from groups all over Texas, including

The Boerne Star, October 14, 1954



To Access the Portal, simply type

texashistory.unt.edu

into the address bar of any web browser.



NEWSPAPERS

How they work on the Portal, how to use them in your research & 
teaching



Newspapers and the Voices of the Past

• TDNP contains an ever-growing collection of 
digital newspapers, ranging from 1829 to the 
present.

• Freely available to the world, these 
newspapers have been used in everything 
from tv’s, “Who Do You Think You Are?” to 
daily research.

• TDNP staff work with any Texas group to 
digitize their newspapers.



TDNP Titles & Runs, including: 



Useful Features of Newspapers

• Text highlighting 

• Zoomable view

• Faceted navigation

• Easy keyword search

• Surname searches made 
easy

NT Daily, October 8, 2004



Full-Text Surname Searching



TIME PERIODS YOU CAN VISIT IN 
OUR NEWSPAPER COLLECTIONS

For historians and genealogists alike



Early Texas



The Texas Revolution



The Texas Revolution



The Texas Republic



Texas and The Civil War 



Texas and The Civil War 



World War II



Local Perspectives on International, National, and 
State News

Borger Daily Herald, 1927



Ads of the Day



Bartlett Tribune, 1916



The Central Texian, 1856



Houston Daily Post 1902
Palestine Herald, 1903



Crockett Courier, 1912 Breckenridge American,1956



Meridian Tribune, December 6, 1935

Mineral Wells Tattler,

October 14, 1927



Tidbits



Jewish Herald, 1909 Bartlett Tribune, 1926

Facebook 

of the 

the time



Lubbock High Westerner World, September 16, 1955

Mercedes News, December 11, 1928



USING NEWSPAPERS. . . 
Searching, finding, researching, learning



1. Keyword Searching 

Search for an exact phrase by 
adding quotation marks around 
the phrase

“Spanish American War”
“Blanco River” 
“World War II” 







2. Start a broad 

and then refine

















3. Green light for “Search”

Will help you locate the exact 
location of a keyword in text 

items









BESIDES NEWSPAPERS. . . 
What else is on The Portal to Texas History for genealogy research?



In addition to newspapers  . . .

• Maps

• Photographs

• City Directories

• Genealogical Periodicals

• Personal Letters, Diaries, Manuscripts

• Probate Records





“Explore” by Collection



Some collections of note



News and Correspondence









CONTEXT TO CONTENT

A research example



Tying Primary Sources Together

• Many sources, text-searchable on the Portal

• Similar search strategies as FamilySearch, 
Ancestry, or Fold3

• Combining the primary sources provides 
richer background



For example . . .

Stirpes, Volume 33, Number 2, June 1993, “Huebotter’s Autobiographical Notes”



And

Evan's and Worley's Directory of the City of El Paso, Texas 1896 - '97



Now I know a little more



Resources from Other States
• Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

– “Chronicling America is a Website providing access to historic newspapers and select digitized 
newspaper pages, and is produced by the National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP). NDNP, 
a partnership between the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Library of 
Congress (LC), is a long-term effort to develop an Internet-based, searchable database of U.S. 
newspapers with descriptive information and select digitization of historic pages.”

• Gateway to Oklahoma History: http://gateway.okhistory.org
– Supported by UNT Libraries, the Gateway functions exactly like the Portal and is a resource for 

digital newspapers and photographs from Oklahoma history, spanning 1854-2006, and 
growing!





State Memory Project Listing
Library of Congress State 
Memory Projects: 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/pro
gram/bib/statememory/

Links to primary 
source repositories 
across all fifty 
states.  Different 
state projects vary, 
but each can be 
useful for enriching 
your understanding 
about your 
ancestors’ lives.



Digital Public Library of America

Nationwide 
aggregation of 
all digital 
materials 
available in the 
U.S.: 
http://dp.la



Resources for Educators

• Free lesson plans, assignment materials, and 
*free* swag for teachers: 

http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/



Connect with the Portal

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/The-Portal-to-Texas-History-94814850619/



Texas Digital Newspaper Program Blog

http://news.texashistory.unt.edu



https://www.pinterest.com/texashistory/

Follow the Portal on Pinterest



Questions or Comments?

Ana Krahmer (ana.krahmer@unt.edu)

940-565-3367


