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C H A P T E R I 

J A N E C L E M E N S , 1803-1835 

J a n e L a m p t o n , the m o t h e r of S a m u e l L a n g h o r n e C l e m e n s , w a s 

b o r n in A d a i r County , Ken tucky , p r o b a b l y in the log c a b i n wh ich h e r 

1 

f a t h e r bui l t f o r h i s young w i f e . J a n e , who w a s a l w a y s e n e r g e t i c and 

v i v a c i o u s , w a s d e s c e n d e d f r o m a long l ine of s t u r d y p i o n e e r s . 

J a n e ' s m a t e r n & l g r a n d m o t h e r , J a n e M o n t g o m e r y C a s e y , had 

b e e n t h r o u g h m a n y b loody Ind ian r a i d s . She and h e r f a m i l y h a d m o v e d 

f r o m V i r g i n i a to Ken tucky in 1779 and bu i l t f o u r log c a b i n s on the h e a d -

w a t e r s of G r e e n R i v e r , only twe lve m i l e s f r o m L o g a n ' s F o r t , wh ich 

had b e e n bu i l t by B e n j a m i n Logan , J a n e ' s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w . Soon a f t e r 

the snows m e l t e d , Ind ians a t t a c k e d the M o n t g o m e r y c a b i n s , and J a n e ' s 

f a t h e r W i l l i a m and a N e g r o boy w e r e k i l l e d . As the young c o l o r e d boy 

w a s sho t , he f e l l b a c k w a r d and h i s h e a d p u s h e d the c a b i n d o o r open : 

J a n e , t he d a u g h t e r , t h e n a young w o m a n . . „ s p r a n g to the 
d o o r , p u s h e d out the n e g r o ' s h e a d , shu t the door and c a l l e d 
f o r h e r b r o t h e r T h o m a s ' gun. B e t s e y , h e r s i s t e r , a b o u t 
t w e l v e y e a r s of a g e , c l a m b e r e d out a t t he c h i m n e y , wh ich 
w a s no t h i g h e r t h a n a m a n ' s h e a d , and took the pa th to 
P e t t i t ' s s t a t i on , d i s t a n t abou t two and a half m i l e s . An 
Ind ian p u r s u e d h e r f o r s o m e d i s t a n c e , bu t be ing qu i t e 

1 
Dixon W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l (Bos ton , 1952), p . 23. 



a c t i v e , she w a s too f l e e t f o r h i m , and r e a c h e d the . s t a t i o n 
in s a f e t y . F r o m P e t t i t ' s a m e s s e n g e r w a s i m m e d i a t e l y 
d i s p a t c h e d to L o g a n ' s f o r t . 

F r o m s o m e c a u s e o r o t h e r , p r o b a b l y the c a l l of 
J a n e f o r h e r b r o t h e r ' s r i f l e , which w a s d o u b t l e s s o v e r -
h e a r d by the Ind i ans , t hey did not a t t e m p t to b r e a k into 
the cab in . 

The Ind ians did, h o w e v e r , a t t a c k J a n e ' s b r o t h e r ' s cab in , k i l l i ng John , 

h e r b r o t h e r , and c a p t u r i n g h i s wi fe and c h i l d r e n . A f t e r h e l p a r r i v e d 
e 

f r o m L o g a n ' s f o r t and a f t e r m u c h b l o o d s h e d , the c a p t i v e s w e r e r e t u r n e d 

to t h e i r h o m e s . O r i o n C l e m e n s , J a n e ' s g r e a t - g r a n d s o n and S a m u e l ' s 

e l d e r b r o t h e r , l a t e r w r o t e of J a n e M o n t g o m e r y C a s e y , " T h o u g h a good 

B a p t i s t she n e v e r could , wh i l e she l ived , e n d u r e the p r e s e n c e of Ind i ans , 
3 

b e c a u s e by s a v a g e s f i ve of h e r r e l a t i v e s w e r e k i l l e d . n 

Ac c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , soon a f t e r t h e s p r i n g of 1781, W i l l i a m 

C a s e y , Ma b u c k s k i n r i f l e m a n of L o g a n ' s F o r t and son of a V i r g i n i a 

c a p t a i n in t he C o n t i n e n t a l A r m y , n a s k e d J a n e M o n t g o m e r y to m a r r y 

h i m , w h e r e u p o n she a c c e p t e d . " W i l l i a m w a s a s t a l w a r t young h u n t e r , 

wi th s h a r p b l a c k e y e s and long b l a c k h a i r , a l r e a d y f a m o u s f o r h i s 
4 

c o u r a g e , H Unt i l abou t 1790, J a n e and W i l l i a m l i ved a t C a s e y ' s S ta t ion 

on the Hanging F o r k of D i c k ' s R i v e r , not f a r f r o m L o g a n ' s F o r t in 

L i n c o l n County; a t the end of n ine y e a r s , t hey , a long wi th s o m e o t h e r 

s e t t l e r s , m o v e d to u n s e t t l e d c o u n t r y f i f t y m i l e s f r o m any whi t e 
2 Ibid. , p. 20. " 3Ibid. , p. 21. 

4 Ibid. 



5 

s e t t l e m e n t in w h a t b e c a m e G r e e n , and l a t e r A d a i r , Coun ty . A c c o r d i n g 

to W e c t e r , C a s e y b u i l t a h o u s e a n d s t o c k a d e on R u s s e l l ' s C r e e k , w h i c h 

i s n e a r p r e s e n t - d a y C o l u m b i a . He a l s o took c o m m a n d of t he m i l i t i a 

and won the r e p u t a t i o n of ' ' ch ie f p r o t e c t o r a g a i n s t the I n d i a n s , w h o s e 
6 

f o r a y s s t i l l m a d e K e n t u c k y a D a r k a n d B loody G r o u n d . M C o l o n e l C a s e y 

w a s a c i v i c - m i n d e d m a n who e m p l o y e d a t u t o r f o r t he c h i l d r e n in the 

e a r l y K e n t u c k y s e t t l e m e n t s a n d a i d e d in e s t a b l i s h i n g a c a d e m i e s in 
7 

G r e e n a n d A d a i r c o u n t i e s . n I n 1795, he s e r v e d in t h e S ta te H o u s e a s 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m G r e e n County ; in 1799, h e w a s a m e m b e r of 

K e n t u c k y f s s e c o n d C o n s t i t u t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n , a n d b e g i n n i n g in 1800, 
8 

s a t in t he S ta te S e n a t e . M He w a s f o u n d i n g f a t h e r f o r G r e e n s b u r g and 

t he v i l l a g e of C o l u m b i a , bo th of w h i c h w e r e c o u n t y s e a t s . In 1806, a 

n e w c o u n t y b e t w e e n A d a i r a n d L i n c o l n w a s c h r i s t e n e d C a s e y in h i s h o n o r . 

S ince J a n e w a s in c l o s e c o n t a c t w i th h e r g r a n d p a r e n t s , s h e w a s 

i n f l u e n c e d by w h a t t h e y b e l i e v e d and s a i d . By l i v ing n e a r t h e m , and 

e v e n wi th t h e m f o r a w h i l e , J a n e w a s m a d e to r e a l i z e t he i m p o r t a n c e 

of b e i n g a s t r o n g w o m a n in t i m e s of d i s t r e s s . Jane's g r a n d m o t h e r , 

f o r w h o m s h e w a s n a m e d , h a d w i t h s t o o d t he s t r a i n a n d p r e s s u r e of a 

p i o n e e r s o c i e t y . J a n e m u s t s u r e l y h a v e b e e n to ld of h e r g r a n d m o t h e r 

C a s e y ' s f i g h t i n g t he I n d i a n s a n d how J a n e shou ld s t r i v e to be l i k e h e r . 
5 6 

Ib id . , pp . 2 1 - 2 2 . Ib id . , p . 22 . 
7 Ib id . ^ Ib id , 

9 I b i d . 

9 



The f a c t t ha t h e r g r a n d f a t h e r C a s e y w a s a p r o m i n e n t s e t t l e r m u s t a l s o 

have l e f t i t s m a r k on J a n e . Since e d u c a t i o n w a s i m p o r t a n t to h e r 

g r a n d f a t h e r , J a n e w a s b r o u g h t in c o n t a c t wi th t he t h e o r y t h a t one shou ld 

a t t e n d s choo l and l e a r n a s m u c h a s p o s s i b l e . H e r g r a n d f a t h e r 1 s s o c i a l 

o b l i g a t i o n s a l s o gave J a n e a n o p p o r t u n i t y to l e a r n s o c i a l p o i s e . Thus , 

J a n e had the m o r a l , s o c i a l , and e d u c a t i o n a l e n v i r o n m e n t wh ich would 

e n a b l e h e r to guide h e r own son and d i r e c t h i s i n t e r e s t s t o w a r d w o r t h y 

a m b i t i o n s . 

J a n e Lampton 8 s p a r e n t s w e r e s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n p i o n e e r s . T h e y 

did no t have the p r o b l e m of coping wi th Ind i ans ; t hey did , h o w e v e r , h a v e 

to f a c e the p r o b l e m s of f i n a n c i a l f a i l u r e and the e v e r - p r e s e n t f a i l u r e of 

c r o p s . A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , J a n e ' s m o t h e r P e g g y m a r r i e d B e n j a m i n 

L a m p t o n in M a r c h , 1801. L a m p t o n w a s t h i r t y y e a r s of age and c o n -

s i d e r e d to be n s o c i a b l e and a good s i n g e r . M His f a t h e r W i l l i a m had 

t r a v e l e d f r o m E n g l a n d to V i r g i n i a in the e a r l y 17401 s and had b e c o m e 

a l a n d o w n e r in the n o r t h e r n a r e a of the P i e d m o n t . W i l l i a m L a m p t o n 

had m a r r i e d P a t s y S c h o o l e r in 1763, in P a g e County , V i r g i n i a , and 

10 
t h e y had m o v e d to Ken tucky when B e n j a m i n w a s a s m a l l boy. 

L i k e h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w , B e n j a m i n w a s a f a r m e r wi th an i n t e r e s t 

in c iv i c a f f a i r s . n H e o r g a n i z e d and c a p t a i n e d a m i l i t i a c o m p a n y and 

s u p e r v i s e d r o a d bu i ld ing in A d a i r County , m e a n w h i l e ex t end ing the 

Ibid. 



p r o p e r t y he a l r e a d y owned by the p u r c h a s e of one h u n d r e d and f o r t y 

a c r e s on R u s s e l l ' s C r e e k , a d j o i n i n g the h o m e p r o p e r t y of h i s w i f e ' s 

p a r e n t s , the C a s e y s, f o u r m i l e s w e s t of C o l u m b i a . 11 ^ 

L a m p t o n w a s not a t y p i c a l p i o n e e r , a l t hough he t r i e d to be . 

One of h i s a n c e s t o r s had c o m e f r o m E n g l a n d ' s County D u r h a m to 

V i r g i n i a to buy a l i t t l e p l a n t a t i o n ; in o r d e r to c o m e to A m e r i c a , t h i s 

12 

a n c e s t o r had to f o r e g o the i n h e r i t a n c e of L a m b t o n C a s t l e . It w a s a t 

the t i m e when he c a m e to A m e r i c a t h a t h i s n a m e w a s m i s s p e l l e d , and 

the b in L a m b t o n w a s r e p l a c e d wi th a His a b n e g a t i o n a p p e a r e d the 

g r e a t e r now b e c a u s e v a s t c o l l i e r i e s had s i n c e b e e n opened on L a m b t o n 
13 

l and , and the lucky i n c u m b e n t had got a n e a r l d o m . In t h i s r e s p e c t * 

B e n j a m i n L a m p t o n w a s no t an o r d i n a r y p i o n e e r ; f e w p i o n e e r s had 

a n c e s t o r s of nob i l i t y . 

B e n j a m i n s e l d o m r e f e r r e d to h i s nob le a n c e s t o r , a l t hough he 

s t i l l r e t a i n e d s o m e E n g l i s h w a y s wh ich w e r e i r r i t a t i n g to J a n e ' s 

r e l a t i v e s : 

At the C h r i s t m a s s e a s o n he p r e f e r r e d c a r o l s to f i r e w o r k s , 
and he would r i d e m i l e s to f ind ho l ly and' m i s t l e t o e to d e c o r a t e 
the h o u s e . He though t f o x e s shou ld be t r a i l e d on h o r s e b a c k in 

1 1 I b i d . , p. 23. 

"12 

Char les Ne ider , The Autobiography of Mark Twain {New York, 
1959), pp. 30 -31 . 

1 3 I b i d . , p. 31. 



the or thodox mar iner , hounds to the f o r e fo r the k i l l . (As 
Thomas M o n t g o m e r y once said to h is s i s t e r , "I doubt if 
your s o n - i n - l a w would shoot a d a m ' r e d fox in Colonel 
C a s e y ' s own ch icken y a r d . ") In the m a t t e r of c lo thes , 
Lampton wanted a ru f f l e too many on his s h i r t s and 
doted on s i lk n e c k w e a r . ^ 

Another fau l t P e g g y ' s Uncle M o n t g o m e r y found with B e n j a m i n had 

nothing to do with his Eng l i sh ways . This fau l t was "h is inabi l i ty to 

15 . 

m a k e money and his c a v a l i e r a t t i tude toward that fa i l ing . " B e n j a m i n 

of ten joked about his poor c r ed i t , a l though Colonel Casey , h is f a t h e r -

in - l aw, was the only one to find it funny. 

Jane f aced the p r o b l e m of f inanc ia l f a i l u r e th rough a l l of h e r 

e a r l y l i fe . Ben jamin , J a n e ' s f a t h e r , e x p e r i e n c e d one b u s i n e s s f a i l u r e 

a f t e r ano the r . When Jane m a r r i e d John M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s , she 

p robab ly a s s u m e d that she was m a r r y i n g a m a n who would s o m e d a y 

be weal thy s ince he was a l a w y e r . However , John M a r s h a l l r e s e m b l e d 

h e r f a t h e r a s a b u s i n e s s m a n . He could n e v e r inves t h is money in a 

s tab le e n t e r p r i s e ; somehow, John M a r s h a l l was a lways l e f t with a l l 

the debts to r epay . Because she was a c c u s t o m e d to swallowing h e r 

p r ide , Jane was there ' fo re able to l ive th rough pover ty and h a r d s h i p 

without antagoniz ing h e r husband about his f i nanc i a l f a i l u r e s . In l a t e r 

y e a r s , th i s kind of t o l e r a n c e would be s e e n in Samuel C l e m e n s ; yet 

pos s ib ly h i s f e a r of being poor caused h i m to s t r i v e f o r weal th . 

^ R a c h e l M. V a r b l e , Jane C l e m e n s , The Story of M a r k T w a i n ' s 
Mothe r (New York, 1964), p. 3. 

15 
Ibid. 



J a n e ' s m o t h e r , P e g g y L a m p t o n , w a s a d e l i c a t e w o m a n . Dur ing 

the s u m m e r and a u t u m n a f t e r J a n e ' s b i r t h , P e g g y r e m a i n e d l a c k a d a i s i c a l , 

no t hand l ing h e r baby u n l e s s f e e d i n g h e r . P e g g y gave b i r t h to a s e c o n d 

chi ld , a l s o a g i r l , f o u r y e a r s l a t e r ; P a t s y , a s the ch i ld w a s c a l l e d , w a s 

to be J a n e ' s c o n s t a n t c o m p a n i o n and f r i e n d d u r i n g the t i m e of t h e i r 

m o t h e r ' s i l l n e s s and d e a t h . T h u s , J a n e ' s m o t h e r w a s to be f r a i l and 

d e l i c a t e d u r i n g the y e a r s w h e n J a n e would n e e d h e r m o s t . 

The c o u r s e of h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s w a s a t one of i t s p e a k s w h e n 

J a n e w a s b o r n : 

H e r n e i g h b o r s and k in , though r u s t i c s s h o r t ' o f s p e c i e , 
w e r e the n a t i o n ' s f i r s t e x p a n s i o n i s t s . Had she m a d e h e r 
e n t r a n c e a f e w w e e k s l a t e r she would h a v e b e e n n a m e d 
L o u i s i a n a , l i k e a s c o r e of o t h e r g i r l c h i l d r e n b o r n w e s t 
of the m o u n t a i n s t h a t y e a r . F o r M o n r o e c a m e h o m e wi th 
a l l of L o u i s i a n a in h i s t r a v e l i n g c a s e , "875 , 000 s q u a r e 
m i l e s of t e r r i t o r y a t t h r e e < ^ e n t s a n a c r e , " and the W e s t 
w a s b e s i d e i t s e l f w i th joy . 

M o r e s e r i o u s e v e n t s w e r e to h a p p e n . S h o r t l y a f t e r J a n e ' s f i r s t b i r t h d a y , 

i t w a s l e a r n e d t h a t Napo leon had b e e n c r o w n e d E m p e r o r and t h a t V i c e -

P r e s i d e n t B u r r h a d k i l l e d A l e x a n d e r H a m i l t o n in a due l . 

The l i t t l e town only a f e w m i l e s f r o m the L a m p t o n h o m e w a s a l s o 

bounding wi th e x c i t e m e n t , the e x c i t e m e n t of s e t t l e m e n t . J a n e b e g a n to 

t r a v e l to town w h e n she w a s s t i l l a s m a l l ch i ld , and by t h e t i m e she w a s 

17 

s ix , s h e w a s g r e e t i n g m a n y p e o p l e on t h e w e l l - t r a v e l e d r o a d . At t h i s 

l 6 I b i d . , p , 9. 1 7 lb id. , p . 17. 



time, Janets love for animals became manifest. Varble states that at 

this tender age, she took up the habit, sometimes quite annoying, of 

caring for weak or lame animals; this trait would remain with her 

f 

t h roughou t h e r l i f e and show i t se l f in h e r son S a m . 

Also , a t an e a r l y age , J a n e b e c a m e a s s o c i a t e d wi th N e g r o e s . 

H e r g r a n d f a t h e r had given h e r m o t h e r and f a t h e r two s l a v e s , C h r i s t i n a 

and Toby, and J a n e w a s in the c o n s t a n t c o m p a n i o n s h i p of the s l a v e s o r 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n . B e s i d e s going to town with h e r f a t h e r o r h e r g r a n d f a t h e r , 

J a n e o f t en a c c o m p a n i e d S i las , a N e g r o s l a v e , who d r o v e the supp ly 

wagon. T h r o u g h S i l a s , J a n e c a m e to know m a n y of the c o l o r e d peop le 

in C o l u m b i a . 

Ano the r a t t i t ude which J a n e would c a r r y into h e r adul thood and 

then p a s s on to h e r sons w a s a l s o l e a r n e d when she w a s a ch i ld . F o r 

a l m o s t two y e a r s , h e r f a t h e r , B e n j a m i n JLampton, had been r e a d y to 

give h i s l i f e in f igh t ing a g a i n s t the E n g l i s h ; h o w e v e r , when the w a r was 

o v e r , B e n j a m i n d e c i d e d tha t " m o s t w a r s a r e a m i s t a k e . 11 " T h i s s t r a n g e 
18 

and unpopu l a r k n o w l e d g e " J a n e would c a r r y into h e r l a t e r y e a r s and 

p a s s on to h e r s o n s . 

Th roughou t the f i r s t t h i r t e e n o r f o u r t e e n y e a r s of h e r l i f e , 

J a n e L a m p t o n l i ved in s e v e r a l h o u s e s wi th h e r p a r e n t s , and spen t s o m e 

m o n t h s wi th h e r g r a n d p a r e n t s , the C a s e y s . F r o m h e r g r a n d m o t h e r , 

1 8 I b i d . , p. 34. 



J a n e l e a r n e d the r e m e d i e s f o r i l l n e s s e s and the r u l e s f o r a p p l i c a t i o n , 

wh ich she p a s s e d on to h e r c h i l d r e n , and wh ich S a m u e l w a s to m a k e 

u s e of in l a t e r y e a r s : 

M r s . C a s e y e n c o u r a g e d J a n e to t a k e h e r t u r n a t m o r t a r 
and p e s t l e and b r e w i n g k e t t l e . She h e l p e d c o n c o c t l i n i -
m e n t s and b l i s t e r s to e a s e pa in ; b e c a m e f a m i l i a r w i th 
the m e d i c i n a l foxg love , y a r r o w , l i c o r i c e , ye l l ow j e s s a -
m i n e , i p e c a c , and r u e . She k n e w t h a t f l a x s e e d t e a w a s 
l o a d e d wi th S t r ang n u t r i m e n t s . . . . A b r e w of wi ld 
c h e r r y b a r k w a s c o n s i d e r e d a f ine s e d a t i v e . F e r n 
s w e e t w a s m a r k e d " ton i c and a l t e r a t i v e . M P o k e b e r r y 
bounce w a s as gaudy a s a s u n s e t . P e p p e r m i n t could 
h a r d l y be o v e r d o n e ; and if you w a n t e d a r e a l l y e x q u i s i t e 
hue , add f l o w e r s of s u l f u r to m i l k . *^ 

S e v e r a l l e g e n d s , o r b i t s of g o s s i p , c o n c e r n i n g J a n e 5 s m a r r i a g e 

to J o h n M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s have b e e n w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d . A c c o r d i n g to 

a s t o r y to ld by J a n e h e r s e l f , W e c t e r r e l a t e s t h a t J a n e had b e e n da t i ng 

R i c h a r d B a r r e t , a young m e d i c a l s t u d e n t f r o m C o l u m b i a , Ken tucky , 

20 

who l i ved e i g h t e e n m i l e s f r o m h e r h o m e . S ince J a n e had b e e n s e e n 

wi th B a r r e t r e g u l a r l y , m o s t p e o p l e thought t h e y w e r e e n g a g e d . Al though 

B a r r e t w a s shy , he f i n a l l y s u m m o n e d the c o u r a g e to w r i t e J a n e ' s u n c l e , 

w i th w h o m she w a s l iv ing , to a s k if he could d r i v e J a n e h o m e f r o m a 

p a r t y and p r o p o s e to h e r t h e n . I n s t e a d of p r o c e d i n g wi th the p l a n , 

J a n e 3 s u n c l e L e w i s l e t h e r r e a d the l e t t e r , w h e r e u p o n J a n e b e c a m e 

a n g r y and e m b a r r a s s e d and would no t s e e B a r r e t a g a i n . B a r r e t l e f t 

^ I b i d . , p . 37. 

20 
W e c t e r ! S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l , p . 17. 
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the a r e a , and to s top the " w a g g i n g " t o n g u e s , J a n e m a r r i e d John 

21 

M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s , w h o m she r e s p e c t e d bu t did no t l o v e . 

V a r b l e r e l a t e s a n o t h e r v e r s i o n of t h i s s a m e i n c i d e n t . A f t e r 

Ben L a m p t o n l o s t h i s p r o p e r t y t h r o u g h f o r e c l o s u r e , he and h i s wi fe 

m o v e d to T e n n e s s e e , l e a v i n g the two g i r l s w i th L e w i s , h i s b r o t h e r . 

A s h o r t t i m e l a t e r , L e w i s a l s o l o s t h i s h o m e and an inn b e c a u s e of h i s 

d e b t s . S ince J a n e f e a r e d be ing a l o n e and b e c a u s e of h e r love f o r B a r r e t , 

she r o d e the s t a g e to B a r r e t ' s h o m e , w h e r e s h e p l a n n e d to t e l l h i m h e r 

p l igh t ; J a n e a s s u m e d t h a t he would p r o p o s e to h e r a t t h a t t i m e . B a r r e t 

w a s s y m p a t h e t i c and u n d e r s t a n d i n g , but he did no t a s k J a n e to m a r r y 

h i m . J a n e w a s h u r t and a n g r y , and s h e to ld B a r r e t no t to v i s i t h e r 

a g a i n . H e r only though t w a s to m a r r y s o m e o n e e l s e ; in t h i s way , s h e 

cou ld h u r t B a r r e t a s m u c h a s he had h u r t h e r . S ince John M a r s h a l l 

C l e m e n s ' w a s a r e s p e c t a b l e l a w y e r and w a s in l ove wi th h e r , J a n e 

m a r r i e d h i m M a y 6, 1823. Al though s h e had g r e a t r e s p e c t f o r h i m , 
22 

J a n e did no t love C l e m e n s . 

Both of t h e s e a c c o u n t s a r e b a s e d upon J a n e ' s m e m o r y w h e n she 

w a s o v e r s e v e n t y , and s o m e f o r t y - t h r e e y e a r s a f t e r h e r h u s b a n d ' s 

d e a t h . If t h e s e a c c o u n t s could be p r o v e d , m a n y c o n c l u s i o n s cou ld be 

m a d e abou t the e f f e c t s on S a m of h i s p a r e n t ' s s t r a i n e d m a r r i a g e . 
2 1 Ibid. , pp. 17 -18 . 

22 
V a r b l e , J a n e C l e m e n s , The S t o r y of M a r k T w a i n ' s M o t h e r , 

pp. 7 3 - 7 4 . 
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M r . Cop l in a s s e r t s t ha t S a m g r e w up in a h o m e wh ich w a s . a l m o s t 

23 

c o m p l e t e l y l a c k i n g in m a r i t a l a f f e c t i o n . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r the end of the f i r s t y e a r of t h e i r m a r r i a g e , J a n e 

and John M a r s h a l l m o v e d to G a i n e s b o r o , T e n n e s s e e , w h e r e the l a t t e r 

w a s to a s s u m e a p o s i t i o n a s l a w y e r . ^ It w a s a happy m o v e f o r J a n e 

b e c a u s e h e r f a t h e r , h e r s i s t e r , and h e r s t e p m o t h e r l i v e d in a n e i g h -

b o r i n g T e n n e s s e e county in a town n a m e d S p a r t a . 

In the fo l lowing Ju ly , J a n e gave b i r t h to h e r f i r s t ch i ld , w h o m 

2 5 

she n a m e d O r i o n . In M a r c h of 1827, J a n e , John M a r s h a l l , and l i t t l e 

O r i o n m o v e d to J a m e s t o w n , a s m a l l s e t t l e m e n t in the C u m b e r l a n d 

r a n g e w h e r e John w a s c e r t a i n t h a t he could b e c o m e w e a l t h y . In 

S e p t e m b e r , J a n e gave b i r t h to a n o t h e r ch i ld , t h i s one a g i r l n a m e d 
k 

2 6 

P a m e l a . The months p a s s e d by quickly. ".Little P a m e l a w a s fo l -

lowed too quickly by another child, a boy w h o m John a s k e d to name for 
27 

his two brothers , the d e c e a s e d and the l iving: P l e a s a n t s Hannibal. " 
23 

Keith Coplin, '' Repr e s entations of F a t h e r - S o n Relat ions in 
the Major Nove l s of Samuel C l e m e n s , " unpublished m a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , 
Department of Engl i sh , North Texas State Univers i ty , Denton, T e x a s , 

24 
Wecter , Sam C l e m e n s of Hannibal, p. 29, 

25 
Samuel C. Weoster , Mark Twain, B u s i n e s s Man (Boston, 

1946), p . 44. 

2 6 I b i d . 

27 
Wecter , S a m C l e m e n s of Hannibal, p. 32. 
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The ch i ld d i ed only t h r e e m o n t h s l a t e r , but J a n e e s t a b l i s h e d a bond 

b e t w e e n the w o m e n of t h e c o m m u n i t y and h e r s e l f when she l o s t and 

b u r i e d h e r ch i ld in the r u g g e d c o u n t r y . A f t e r J o h n ' s b r o t h e r H a n n i b a l 

and h i s w i fe m o v e d to J a m e s t o w n , both f a m i l i e s of C l e m e n s e s l ed t h e 

s o c i a l c i r c u i t . At New Y e a r ' s , t hey wen t f r o m h o u s e to h o u s e wi th 

t h e i r h u s b a n d s and a f i d d l e r , s e t t i n g up f i g u r e s f o r r e e l s and d a n c i n g 

28 

t he night a w a y . 

A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , a s e c o n d d a u g h t e r w a s b o r n to J a n e and 

John M a r s h a l l in M a y of 1830; h e r n a m e w a s M a r g a r e t , in m e m o r y of 

J a n e ' s m o t h e r . S h o r t l y a f t e r the b a b y ' s b i r t h , John M a r s h a l l bought 

a s m a l l f a r m n ine m i l e s n o r t h of J a m e s t o w n . When J a n e r e f u s e d to 

t a k e t h e c h i l d r e n to the u n i n h a b i t e d a r e a , h e r h u s b a n d wen t by h i m s e l f 

and r e m a i n e d t h e r e t h r o u g h t h e a u t u m n and w i n t e r , but the s p r i n g 

b r o u g h t h i s d e f e a t . He r e t u r n e d to J a n e , and a f t e r a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , 

t he f a m i l y m o v e d on u p the r i v e r to a p l a c e c a l l e d P a l l M a l l , w h e r e 
29 

l i t t l e B e n j a m i n w a s b o r n d u r i n g 1832. ' The C l e m e n s e s r e m a i n e d in 

P a l l M a l l two y e a r s and w e r e a g a i n off to a new h o m e , t h i s one to be 

in F l o r i d a , M i s s o u r i . A f t e r m a n y days of t i r i n g t r a v e l , the C l e m e n s 

f a m i l y r e a c h e d t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n , w h e r e t h e y w e r e g r e e t e d by J ane 1 s 

f a t h e r and h e r s i s t e r P a t s y . The e x c i t e m e n t of r e a c h i n g t h e i r 
2 R 

I b i d . , p . 16. 
29 

I b i d . , p . 34. 
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d e s t i n a t i o n w a s not , h o w e v e r , n e a r l y a s e x c i t i n g a s would be the 

e v e n t s of the c o m i n g a u t u m n . 



C H A P T E R II 

J A N E AND S A M U E L C L E M E N S , 1835-1890 

On N o v e m b e r 30, 1835, fo l lowing the C l e m e n s ' a r r i v a l in 

F l o r i d a , M i s s o u r i , J a n e C l e m e n s ' f o u r t h son w a s b o r n , two m o n t h s 

p r e m a t u r e l y . * The chi ld w a s c h r i s t e n e d S a m u e l L a n g h o r n e C l e m e n s , 

2 
a f t e r h i s p a t e r n a l g r a n d f a t h e r and a f t e r an old f r i e n d of S a m ' s f a t h e r ' s . 

In the l a t e a u t u m n of 1835, the n a t i o n . . . l ooked up to 
s e e . . . H a l l e y ' s C o m e t . . . t r a i l i n g in i t s wake a d i f f u s e 
g l o r y . On N o v e m b e r 17, i t a c h i e v e d i t s p e r i h e l i o n , and 
b e g a n once m o r e s lowly to f a d e , no t to r e t u r n f o r s e v e n t y -
f o u r y e a r s and f i v e m o n t h s , a g a i n r e a c h i n g i t s m a x i m u m 
s p l e n d o r on A p r i l 19. 1910. To M a r k Twain , . . . t h i s 
a p p a r i t i o n s e e m e d m y s t i c a l l y bound up wi th h i s own s p a n 
f r o m b i r t h to d e a t h . " I c a m e in wi th the C o m e t , " he s a i d , 

3 

"and I s h a l l go out wi th the C o m e t " - - t h i s he d id . 

T h r o u g h o u t the y e a r s w h e n S a m ' s f a t h e r w a s a l i v e , S a m and 

John M a r s h a l l showed l i t t l e s y m p a t h y f o r e a c h o t h e r . " T h e b o y ' s 

v o l a t i l e t e m p e r a m e n t a p p a r e n t l y l a y beyond the r a n g e of the f a t h e r ' s 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a s a l s o , in a l l l i k e l i h o o d , did t h a t of the m o t h e r f r o m 

E d w a r d W a g e n k n e c h t , M a r k Twain , The M a n and His W o r k 
{Norman , 1961), pp. 6 - 7 . 

2 
D e L a n c e y F e r g u s o n , M a r k Twa in : M a n and L e g e n d (New 

York , 1943), p . 20. 
3 

Dixon W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l ( C a m b r i d g e , 1952), 
p . 43 . 

14 
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4 

w h o m he i n h e r i t e d i t . n H o w e v e r , the m o t h e r - s o n r e l a t i o n s h i p w a s 

v e r y d i f f e r e n t . Dur ing the f i r s t twe lve o r t h i r t e e n y e a r s of S a m ' s l i f e , 

he a c q u i r e d m a n y of h i s m o t h e r ' s h a b i t s and i d e a s which would one day 

be i l l u s t r a t e d in h i s n o v e l s . 

J a n e did no t b e l i e v e t h a t l i t t l e S a m could p o s s i b l y l ive t h r o u g h 

the f i r s t w i n t e r a f t e r h i s b i r t h . Only the b a b y f s d e t e r m i n a t i o n s e e m e d 

to k e e p h i m a l i v e . A c c o r d i n g to V a r b l e , in the fo l lowing s p r i n g , S a m 

w a s e x a m i n e d by D r . Chowning, the young p h y s i c i a n who d e l i v e r e d 

S a m in the a b s e n c e of D r . M e r e d i t h , the f a m i l y d o c t o r . It is r e p o r t e d 

t ha t D r . Chowning n f o u n d M r s . C l e m e n s and h e r c h i l d r e n t u m b l i n g 

the b a b y - - t h a t u n d e r s i z e d , s e v e n - m o n t h s b a b y - - on a qu i l t on the f l o o r , 
5 

t e a c h i n g h i m s o m e s t r e n u o u s a n t i c s , a s if he w e r e a b e a r cub . n Th i s 

type of d e m o n s t r a t i v e a f f e c t i o n a l w a y s e x i s t e d b e t w e e n J a n e and S a m . 

A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , the C l e m e n s 1 f i n a n c i a l and s o c i a l p o s i t i o n s 

s e e m e d o p t i m i s t i c in 1837. The Q u a r l e s - C l e m e n s ' s t o r e m a i n t a i n e d a 

t h r i v i n g b u s i n e s s , and John M a r s h a l l w a s a p p o i n t e d one of s i x t e e n 

c o m m i s s i o n e r s of the Sal t R i v e r N a v i g a t i o n C o m p a n y . He a l s o h e a d e d 

a s i x - m e m b e r c o m m i s s i o n to p r o m o t e a F l o r i d a and P a r i s Ra i l road* 

and he and Q u a r l e s , h i s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , w e r e n a m e d t r u s t e e s f o r the 

F l o r i d a Academy^ a n e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t wh ich did not s u c c e e d . On 
4 

W a g e n k n e c h t , M a r k Twain , The Man and His Work , p . 8* 

5 
R a c h e l V a r b l e , J a n e C l e m e n s , The S t o r y of M a r k T w a i n ' s 

M o t h e r (New York , 1964), pp . 123 -124 . 
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N o v e m b e r 6, 1837, John M a r s h a l l b e c a m e judge of the M o n r o e County 

C o u r t , " t he zen i th of h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l l i f e . H o w e v e r , the t ide of 

e v e n t s soon c h a n g e d . The b u s i n e s s p a r t n e r s h i p b e t w e e n Q u a r l e s and 

C l e m e n s w a s d i s s o l v e d , and J a n e ' s h u s b a n d b e g a n f a r m i n g . Shortly-

a f t e r the d e a t h of t h e i r d a u g h t e r M a r g a r e t , the C l e m e n s e s m o v e d to 

Hann iba l , M i s s o u r i , l e a v i n g beh ind the p i ty and s y m p a t h y e x t e n d e d to 

7 

t h e m b e c a u s e of t h e i r p o o r f i n a n c i a l cond i t i on . T h r o u g h o u t t h i s 

f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s , J a n e C l e m e n s n e i t h e r a n t a g o n i z e d n o r s h a m e d h e r 

h u s b a n d f o r h i s f a i l u r e . J a n e ' s k i n d n e s s t o w a r d and obv ious r e s p e c t 

f o r h e r h u s b a n d gave S a m the s e c u r i t y and s t a b i l i t y wh ich he d e s p e r a t e l y 

n e e d e d . 
J a n e ' s d e s i r e f o r h e r s o n s to have a n e d u c a t i o n c a u s e d S a m to 

b e g i n s c h o o l when he w a s f o u r y e a r s old a t M r s . H o r r ' s s c h o o l , a 

8 

s m a l l log h o u s e . A c c o r d i n g to N e i d e r , M r s . H o r r w a s a m i d d l e - a g e d 

l a d y f r o m New E n g l a n d who a l w a y s r e q u i r e d h e r s choo l c h i l d r e n to r e a d 

a Bib le v e r s e and t h e n s a y a p r a y e r . J a n e ' s e d u c a t i o n a l and r e l i g i o u s 

t e a c h i n g s had b e e n p r e s e n t e d to S a m in m a n y w a y s ; h o w e v e r , he had 

n e v e r s e e n the n e e d f o r p r a y e r and c h u r c h un t i l he p r a y e d a t s c h o o l f o r 

6 
W e c t e r . S a m C l e m e n s of Hann iba l , pp . 4 7 - 4 8 . 

^Ib id . , pp . 5 1 - 5 2 . 

8 
C h a r l e s N e i d e r , ed . , The Auto bio g r aphy of M a r k Twa in (New 

York , 1961), p . 33. 
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a p i e c e of g i n g e r b r e a d , w h i c h h e t h e n s t o l e f r o m t h e d e s k of t h e b a k e r ' s 

d a u g h t e r . He w a s so a w e d by t h e p e r f o r m a n c e t h a t h e c o n t i n u e d to p r a y 

s e l f i s h p r a y e r s . W h e n J a n e q u e s t i o n e d S a m a b o u t h i s c o n d u c t , h e 

c o n f e s s e d t h a t h e h a d b e e n p r a y i n g f o r r e v e n u e o n l y a n d t h a t h e w a s no 

l o n g e r a C h r i s t i a n . J a n e c o m f o r t e d h i m a n d t o l d h i m t h a t h e w o u l d 

h a v e m a n y f r i e n d s if he c o n t i n u e d t o p r a y s u c h p r a y e r s b e c a u s e m o s t 

9 
p e o p l e w e r e s e l f i s h . 

A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , J a n e j o i n e d t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h in 

1843, w h e n S a m w a s e i g h t y e a r s o l d . 1 0 T h e p a s t o r of t h e c h u r c h , 

t h e R e v e r e n d J o s h u a T u c k e r , r e c a l l e d J a n e a s " a w o m a n of t h e s u n n i e s t 

t e m p e r a m e n t , l i v e l y , a f f a b l e , a g e n e r a l f a v o r i t e . S a m d e s c r i b e d h i s 

m o t h e r a s " a C h r i s t i a n , b u t n o w i l l i n g m a r t y r l i k e h e r m i l k s o p s o n 

O r i o n ; w h e n i n c o n s i s t e n c y b e t w e e n h e r t h e o r y a n d p r a c t i c e ' w a s p o i n t e d 

o u t , s h e w o u l d r e p l y , " R e l i g i o n i s a j u g f u l l : I h o l d a d i p p e r f u l l . . . . 

I k n o w t h a t a p e r s o n t h a t c a n t u r n h i s c h e e k i s h i g h e r a n d h o l i e r t h a n I 

12 

a m . . . b u t I d e s p i s e h i m , t o o , a n d w o u l d n ' t h a v e h i m f o r a d o o r m a t . " 

A n n i e W e b s t e r ' s a c c o u n t of h e r g r a n d m o t h e r J a n e s h o w s t h a t J a n e w a s 

n o t a s t r i c t , u n w a v e r i n g P r e s b y t e r i a n bu t , r a t h e r , a f u n - l o v i n g m o t h e r 

9 
N e i d e r , T h e A u t o b i o g r a p h y of M a r k T w a i n , p p . 3 4 - 3 5 . 

10 

W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l , p . 86 . 

1 1 Ib id . 

^ I b i d . , p . 228f. 
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who w a n t e d to g ive h e r c h i l d r e n e v e r y p o s s i b l e o p p o r t u n i t y : " I c a n ' t 

i m a g i n e w h e r e they got the idea t h a t G r a n d m a w a s so p ious and s t r a i t -

l a c e d . " Once , when Annie w a s r e a d i n g the p a p e r to J a n e , J a n e b e c a m e 

e x a s p e r a t e d and sa id , "Hang i t ! " wi th a p l e a s e d look b e c a u s e she f e l t 

1 

t h a t she w a s on the b o r d e r l i n e of s w e a r i n g . Of c o u r s e , s h e did a t t e n d 

c h u r c h , and b e l i e v e d in God, and s h e t r i e d to r e a r h e r son in a r e l i g i o u s 

a t m o s p h e r e . ^ 

L i t t l e S a m g r e w up a t t e n d i n g Sunday School , a l t h o u g h he r e a l l y 

did no t e n j o y i t . It i s obv ious t h a t he p o s s e s s e d the r e b e l l i o u s n a t u r e 

h i s m o t h e r had in h e r you th r e g a r d i n g c h u r c h and s c h o o l . "Book 

l e a r n i n g and p i e ty , day s c h o o l and Sunday s c h o o l , wen t hand in hand 

t h r o u g h the w e e k s . " 1 5 A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , S a m ' s f i r s t Sunday s c h o o l 

" w a s in a s h a b b y l i t t l e b r i c k M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h on the pub l i c s q u a r e 

c a l l e d thfe Old Ship of Zion. The c l a s s w a s t augh t by a s t o n e m a s o n 

n a m e d R i c h m o n d . T h i s t e a c h e r r e q u i r e d h i s pup i l s to r e c i t e Bib le 

v e r s e s f r o m m e m o r y ; S a m won the p r i z e w e e k a f t e r w e e k by r e p e a t i n g 

the s a m e v e r s e s a b o u t the f i ve f o o l i s h v i r g i n s . S a m ' s s e c o n d Sunday 

s c h o o l w a s in the b a s e m e n t of R e v e r e n d J o s h u a T u c k e r ' s P r e s b y t e r i a n 

1 ^ 
S a m u e l C. W e b s t e r , M a r k Twain , B u s i n e s s M a n (Bos ton , 1946), 

p. 226., 
14 

Ibid. 

15 
W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l , p . 85. 

Ibid. 
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C h u r c h . When he w a s t e n o r e l e v e n , S a m w a s c o m p e l l e d to r e m a i n 

a f t e r Sunday schoo l f o r the s e r m o n , n C a l v i n i s t i c e x h o r t a t i o n s which 

d e a l t in l i m i t l e s s f i r e and b r i m s t o n e , and th inned the p r e d e s t i n e d 

17 
e l e c t down to a c o m p a n y so s m a l l a s to be h a r d l y w o r t h the s a v i n g . M 

18 

S a m did not b e l i e v e in He l l , a l t hough he w a s a f r a i d of i t . E v e n a s a 

s m a l l and s e n s i t i v e boy, " h a r r o w e d by the s t e r n s e r m o n s of t h o s e t i m e s , 

cowed by t h u n d e r s t o r m s a t n ight and the l igh tn ing t h a t s e e m e d to f l a s h 

l ike the t e r r i b l e s w i f t s w o r d of a n a v e n g i n g Dei ty , S a m C l e m e n s a p p e a r s 
19 

to have b e e n a s i l e n t r e b e l w i t h a l . M 
* 

In a l e t t er to Orion, Sam stated his convic t ions about Chris t : 

"Neither Howel l s nor I b e l i e v e in hel l or the divinity of the Savior , but 

no mat ter , the Savior i s none the l e s s a s a c r e d P e r s o n a g e , and a m a n 

should have no d e s i r e or d i s p o s i t i o n to r e f e r to h i m l ight ly , profane ly , 

or o t h e r w i s e than with the profoundest r e v e r e n c e . According to 

Long, C l e m e n s ' bel ief was in a l a r g e r God than the one in the Old 

Tes tament , "in a g r e a t e r mind governing the immutable l a w s of t ime 

and c h a n g e . " 

In h i s phi losophy the individual b e c a m e m e r e l y a unit in 
the l a r g e r s c h e m e of l i f e . . . a be l ie f which d e s t r o y e d a l l 
i l lu s ions of a p e r s o n a l God. N e v e r t h e l e s s , Twain i n s i s t e d 

1 7 Ib id . , pp. 8 5 - 8 7 . 1^Ibid. , p. 88. 

1 9 Ibid. 

20 
A. B. Pa ine , Mark Twain's Let ter , I (New York, 1917), 323. 
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upon a d iv ine s p i r i t . "No one who th inks c a n i m a g i n e the 
u n i v e r s e m a d e by c h a n c e , " he once o b s e r v e d . "I t is too 
n i c e l y a s s e m b l e d and r e g u l a t e d . T h e r e i s , of c o u r s e , a 
g r e a t M a s t e r Mind , but it c a r e s nothing f o r ou r h a p p i n e s s 
o r o u r u n h a p p i n e s s . " D e c l a r i n g the Old T e s t a m e n t p o r t r a i t 
of a w r a t h f u l God to be m e r e l y "a p o r t r a i t of a m a n , if one 
can i m a g i n e a m a n wi th ev i l i m p u l s e s f a r beyond the h u m a n 
l i m i t , " C l e m e n s found it " the m o s t d a m n a t o r y b i o g r a p h y 
t h a t e v e r found i t s w a y in to p r i n t . 

Al though he b e l i e v e d in God, S a m took m u c h l o n g e r to e s t a b l i s h 

a r e l i g i o u s be l ie f t h a t would have s a t i s f i e d h i s m o t h e r o r could s a t i s f y 

JLivy. Th i s i n s t a n c e c a m e a t t he t i m e a p p r o a c h i n g L i v y ' s d e a t h : 

With r e m o r s e a t hav ing d e s t r o y e d h e r own f a i t h , C l e m e n s 

w r o t e h i s w i f e : " D e a r , d e a r s w e e t h e a r t , I h a v e b e e n 
th ink ing and e x a m i n i n g and s e a r c h i n g and a n a l y z i n g , f o r 
m a n y d a y s , and a m v e x e d to f ind t h a t I m o r e b e l i e v e in 
the i m m o r t a l i t y of the sou l t h a n m i s b e l i e v e in i t . " As 

22 

e x p e c t e d h e r r e p l y w a s one of p l e a s u r e . 

As J a n e b e c a m e a n o n - t o o - f a i t h f u l c h u r c h m e m b e r in h e r l a t e r y e a r s , 

so S a m b e c a m e a n old m a n f i l l e d wi th b i t t e r n e s s and c y n i c i s m . 

One of J a n e C l e m e n s ' m o s t r e m a r k a b l e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w a s h e r 

k i n d n e s s . She l oved a n i m a l s and c a r e d f o r any th ing o r a n y o n e who w a s 

h u r t o r m i s t r e a t e d . J a n e had the h a b i t of c a r i n g f o r dogs and c a t s t h a t 

w e r e h o m e l e s s and h u n g r y . On one o c c a s i o n , J a n e took a whip a w a y 

f r o m a m a n who w a s b e a t i n g h i s h o r s e ; t he c a r t the a n i m a l w a s pu l l ing 

w a s o v e r - l o a d e d wi th k e g s of n a i l s , and the a n i m a l could no t p o s s i b l y 
21 

E . H u d s o n Long , M a r k Twa in Handbook (New Y o r k , 1957), 
p. 358. 

22 
Ibid. , p . 361. 
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h a v e p u l l e d i t . J a n e ' s p e r s u a s i o n w a s so e f f e c t i v e t h a t the m a n 

c o n f e s s e d t h a t he w a s to b l a m e ; he a l s o p r o m i s e d t h a t he wou ld n e v e r 

u u • 2 3 
a b u s e a h o r s e a g a i n . 

On s t i l l a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n , J a n e s a w a v i c i o u s C o r s i c a n c h a s i n g 

h i s d a u g h t e r down the s t r e e t w i t h a r o p e in h i s h a n d , d e c l a r i n g t h a t h e 

w o u l d w h i p h e r w i t h i t . J a n e o p e n e d h e r d o o r a n d a l l o w e d t h e f r i g h t e n e d 

g i r l to t a k e r e f u g e in t he C l e m e n s 1 h o m e . J a n e t h e n s t o o d in t h e d o o r -

w a y , r e f u s i n g to a l l o w the m a n to c o n t i n u e h i s p u r s u i t , a l t h o u g h he s w o r e 

a n d c u r s e d h e r , N e i d e r ' s a c c o u n t of t h e e v e n t i s v iv id : 

She did not f l i n c h o r s h o w a n y s i g n of f e a r ; s h e on ly s t o o d 
s t r a i g h t a n d f i n e a n d l a s h e d h i m , s h a m e d h i m , d e r i d e d h i m , 
d e f i e d h i m in t o n e s no t a u d i b l e to t h e m i d d l e of t h e s t r e e t 
bu t a u d i b l e to the m a n ' s c o n s c i e n c e a n d d o r m a n t m a n h o o d ; 
a n d h e a s k e d h e r p a r d o n a n d g a v e h e r h i s r o p e and s a i d 
w i t h a m o s t g r e a t a n d b l a s p h e m o u s o a t h t h a t s h e w a s t he 
b r a v e s t w o m a n he e v e r s a w ; a n d so w e n t h i s w a y w i t h o u t 
a n o t h e r w o r d a n d t r o u b l e d h e r n o m o r e . He a n d s h e w e r e 
a l w a y s good f r i e n d s a f t e r t h a t , f o r in h e r h e h a d f o u n d a 
l o n g - f e l t w a n t - - s o m e b o d y who w a s n o t a f r a i d of h i m . ^ 

S a m ' s " p a s s i o n a t e h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m , h i s l i f e l o n g i n d i g n a t i o n a g a i n s t 

b u l l i e s a n d o t h e r s h a p e s of o v e r m a s t e r i n g p o w e r , c a m e s t r a i g h t f r o m 

25 
h i s m o t h e r J a n e . ,f 

S a m i n h e r i t e d h i s m o t h e r ' s l o v e f o r a n i m a l s a n d h e r f u n - l o v i n g 

n a t u r e - S a m ' s g r e a t e s t l o v e w a s f o r c a t s ; he w a s o n c e q u o t e d a s s a y i n g , 

23 
N e i d e r , T h e A u t o b i o g r a p h y of M a r k T w a i n , p . 29. 

2 4 I b i d . 

25 
W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of Harmibal, p. 128. 



22 

26 

" N e x t to a w i f e w h o m I i d o l i s e , give m e a c a t . " A c c o r d i n g to 

W a g e n k n e c h t in M a r k Twain : The M a n and His Work , the young w r i t e r 

would g ive up a l m o s t any of h i s t i m e to p l a y wi th a ca t . D a n b u r y and 

T a m m a n y w e r e T w a i n ' s f a v o r i t e f e l i n e s a t S tor r t i f i e ld ; "no m a t t e r wha t 

he w a s doing , l e t D a n b u r y a p p e a r in the o f f ing and he w a s o b s e r v e d and 
27 

g r e e t e d wi th due d e f e r e n c e , and c o m p l i m e n t e d and m a d e c o m f o r t a b l e . 11 

Although dogs s o m e w h a t i r r i t a t e d Sam, the C l e m e n s e s a l w a y s had dogs 

a t t h e i r h o m e s . The fo l lowing p a s s a g e shows S a m ' s l ove f o r t h e s e 

a n i m a l s : 

A f t e r M r s . C l e m e n s ' d e a t h , he w i s h e d " I cou ld s e e a dog 
t h a t I k n e w in the old t i m e s ! And could pu t m y a r m s a r o u n d 
h i s n e c k and t e l l h i m a l l , e v e r y t h i n g , and e a s e m y h e a r t . " 
One of the m o s t t o u c h i n g p a s s a g e s in " T h e Dea th of J e a n " 
r e l a t e s how he a n d h i s d a u g h t e r ' s dog w e r e d r a w n t o g e t h e r 
in t h e i r c o m m o n g r i e f . 

When S a m b e c a m e e x t r e m e l y p e s s i m i s t i c d u r i n g h i s l a s t y e a r s , he 

t u r n e d to a n i m a l s f o r c o m f o r t . " T h e y d e l i v e r e d h i m f r o m the d o m i -

n a t i o n of the M o r a l S e n s e , f o r , l i ke the a n g e l s , t hey n e v e r s i n n e d and 
29 

t h e r e f o r e a r e g u r e of h e a v e n . " In The P r i n c e and The P a u p e r , T w a i n 

30 

a l l o w e d the young p r i n c e to f ind c o m f o r t in a ca l f ; in A C o n n e c t i c u t 

26 
Wagenknech t , M a r k Twa in ; The M a n and His Work , p. 130. 

27 28 
Ibid . Ibid. , p . 132. 

^ I b i d . , p . 134. 

30 
Mark< Twain , The P r i n c e and The P a u p e r (New York , 1964), 

p. 121. 
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Yankee in King A r t h u r ' s C o u r t , C l a r e n c e s u g g e s t s to the Y a n k e e s t h a t 

a r a c e of c a t s to r u l e t h e m would be good s i n c e m e n would no t a g r e e to 

31 

be d e p r i v e d of the gewgaws of r o y a l t y . 

As po in ted out in C h a p t e r I, J a n e had b e e n f u l l of l i f e and v i g o r 

d u r i n g h e r ch i ldhood . A c c o r d i n g to N e i d e r , Twain is quo ted a s hav ing 

s a i d tha t h i s m o t h e r had a g r e a t d e a l of t r o u b l e wi th h i m , but he thought 

she en joyed i t . His y o u n g e r b r o t h e r H e n r y n e v e r b u r d e n e d h e r wi th h i s 

a n t i c s : t h e r e f o r e , S a m ' s m i s c h i e v o u s n e s s f u r n i s h e d h e r r e l i e f and v a r i e t y . 

J a n e w a s r e m i n d e d of h e r you th fu l m i s c h i e v o u s n e s s when whe w a s i n f o r m e d 

by H e n r y t h a t S a m had p o u r e d h i s m e d i c i n e down a c r a c k in the f l o o r . To 

k e e p f r o m hav ing to do e m b r o i d e r y w o r k a s a ch i ld , J a n e h a d p l a c e d h e r 

e x p e n s i v e n e e d l e s in the s p a c e s b e t w e e n the b o a r d s in the f l o o r of h e r 
32 

r o o m . S a m a l s o gave s o m e of h i s m e d i c i n e , P e r r y Dav i s 1 s P a i n -

K i l l e r , to h i s ca t . The a n i m a l wen t into h y s t e r i c s and t u r n e d o v e r m o s t 

of the f u r n i t u r e in the r o o m and k n o c k e d o v e r the f l o w e r p o t s a s he j u m p e d 
33 

out of the window. T h u s , it s e e m s t h a t S a m u e l C l e m e n s i n h e r i t e d no t 

only h i s m o t h e r ' s k ind n a t u r e but a l s o h e r f u n - l o v i n g n a t u r e , 
31 

M a r k Twain , A C o n n e c t i c u t Yankee in King A r t h u r * s C o u r t 
(New York , 1963), p . 299. 

32 
V a r b l e , J a n e C lemens» The S t o r y of M a r k Twain 1 s M o t h e r , 

pp. 195-196 . 
33 

N e i d e r , The A u t o b i o g r a p h y of M a r k Twain , pp. 3 7 - 3 8 . 
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J a n e C l e m e n s r v i e w s abou t s l a v e r y and r e l i g i o n and h e r k i n d -

n e s s and m i s c h i e v o u s n e s s a l l p l ayed an i m p o r t a n t r o l e in S a m ' s l i f e . 

As a ch i ld , S a m w a s c o n s t a n t l y in c o n t a c t wi th N e g r o s l a v e s , j u s t a s 

h i s m o t h e r had b e e n . In The A u t o b i o g r a p h y of M a r k Twain , M a r k 

m a d e the fo l lowing s t a t e m e n t s : 

Al l the N e g r o e s w e r e f r i e n d s of o u r s , and wi th t h o s e of 
o u r own age we w e r e in e f f e c t c o m r a d e s . I s ay in e f f e c t , 
u s i n g the p h r a s e a s a m o d i f i c a t i o n . We w e r e c o m r a d e s 
and ye t not c o m r a d e s ; c o l o r and cond i t ion i n t e r p o s e d a 
s u b t l e l i ne wh ich both p a r t i e s w e r e c o n s c i o u | ^ o f and 
wh ich r e n d e r e d c o m p l e t e f u s i o n i m p o s s i b l e . 

J a n e C l e m e n s had a s l a v e boy who had b e e n b r o u g h t f r o m 

M a r y l a n d to Hann iba l , M i s s o u r i . A c c o r d i n g to the A u t o b i o g r a p h y 

ed i t ed by N e i d e r , M a r k l o s t h i s t e m p e r one day due to the p o o r s l a v e 

c h i l d ' s singing* T e a r s c a m e to J a n e ' s e y e s a s she e x p l a i n e d t h a t a s 

long a s t h e l i t t l e boy w a s s ing ing , she k n e w he w a s not th ink ing abou t 

35 

h i s m o t h e r s but w h e n he s topped , she f e a r e d t ha t he would r e m e m b e r . 

S a m n e v e r a g a i n c o m p l a i n e d abou t S a n d y ' s s ing ing . As a ch i ld , J a n e 

L a m p t o a C l e m e n s had b e e n c a r r i e d and e n t e r t a i n e d by the N e g r o s e r v a n t s , 

and she had e s t a b l i s h e d a l a s t i n g f o n d n e s s f o r t h e m . As an adu l t , she 

f e l t it c r u e l to s e p a r a t e m e m b e r s of a s l a v e f a m i l y by s e l l i n g t h e m to 

d i f f e r e n t m a s t e r s . S a m C l e m e n s m u s t have b e e n t h o r o u g h l y i m p r e s s e d 

by h i s m o t h e r ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s l a v e s b e c a u s e he r t paid two c o l o r e d 

3 4 I b i d . , p . 6. 3 5 I b i d . , p . 7. 
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s t u d e n t s ' way t h r o u g h c o l l e g e . He c o n s i d e r e d t h i s a s p a r t i a l r e p a r a t i o n 

3 6 

due f r o m e v e r y whi te m a n to e v e r y b l a c k m a n . ,f 

A c c o r d i n g to N e i d e r , Sam, a s a ch i ld , s a w two i n c i d e n t s wh ich 

involved s l a v e s . Once , he saw a d o z e n N e g r o m e n and w o m e n c h a i n e d 

to e a c h o t h e r , , f ly ing in a g r o u p on the p a v e m e n t , a w a i t i n g s h i p m e n t to 

the s o u t h e r n s l ave m a r k e t . n He i s quo ted a s hav ing s a i d , " T h o s e w e r e 

the s a d d e s t f a c e s I have e v e r s e e n . M As a boy, S a m a l s o w a t c h e d a 

whi t e m a n k i l l a N e g r o m a n f o r s o m e t r i f l i n g o f f e n s e . A l though the 

s l a v e had done no th ing to m e r i t the f a t a l p u n i s h m e n t he r e c e i v e d , m o s t 

of the peop le s y m p a t h i z e d wi th the s l a v e f s o w n e r b e c a u s e he had l o s t a 
37 

v a l u a b l e p i e c e of p r o p e r t y . T h e s e two i n c i d e n t s r e m a i n e d in S a m ' s 

m e m o r y t h r o u g h o u t h i s l i f e and m a y have added to h i s d i s l i k e of s l a v e r y . 

S a m m u s t a l s o have f e l t a d e e p r e s p e c t and a l m o s t love f o r 

"Unc l e D a n ' l , n the m i d d l e - a g e d s l a v e " w h o s e s y m p a t h i e s w e r e wide 
38 

and w a r m and w h o s e h e a r t w a s h o n e s t and s i m p l e and k n e w no gu i l e . 11 

Twain 1 s own a c c o u n t p r o v e s h i s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d N e g r o e s a s i l l u s t r a t e d 

t h r o u g h h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of DanT l : 

He h a s s e r v e d m e we l l t h e s e m a n y , m a n y y e a r s . I h a v e 
no t s e e n h i m f o r m o r e t h a n half a c e n t u r y and y e t s p i r i t u a l l y 
o / 

A. B„ Pa ine , Mark Twain, A Biography, II (New York, 1912), 701, 

37 
Neider , The Autobiography of Mark Twain, p. 33. 

O O 
Milton M e l t z e r , Mark Twain H i m s e l f (New York, I960) , p. 17. 
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I have had h i s w e l c o m e c o m p a n y a good p a r t of t h a t t i m e 
and have s t a g e d h i m in books u n d e r h i s own n a m e and a s 
J i m , and c a r t e d h i m a l l a r o u n d - - t o Hann iba l , down the 
M i s s i s s i p p i on a r a f t , and even a c r o s s the D e s e r t of 
S a h a r a in a b a l l o o n - - a n d he had e n d u r e d it a l l wi th the 
p a t i e n c e and f r i e n d l i n e s s and loya l ty wh ich w e r e h i s 
b i r t h r i g h t . It w a s on the f a r m tha t I got m y s t r o n g l i k ing 
f o r h i s r a c e and m y a p p r e c i a t i o n of c e r t a i n of h i s f i ne 
q u a l i t i e s . Th i s f e e l i n g and t h i s e s t i m a t e have s tood the 
t e s t of s i x t y y e a r s and m o r e and have s u f f e r e d no i m p a i r -
m e n t . The b l a c k f a c e i s a s w e l c o m e to m e now a s it 

3 9 

was then. 7 

When Twain wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Nigger J i m 

was one of the m o s t important arid lovable c h a r a c t e r s in the book. As 

has been pointed out p r e v i o u s l y by Coplin, Nigger J i m m a y have a s s u m e d 
40 

the ro le of Huck's father in the novel . No g r e a t e r c o m p l i m e n t could 

have been paid to J i m than to have h i m a s s u m e the ro le of a kind, w a r m -

hearted father . 

Jane 's major inf luence on Sam c a m e during the f i r s t twe lve or 

th ir teen y e a r s of his l i f e . After this t ime , Sam quit schoo l and began 

to work. On March 24, 1847, when Sam was e l e v e n y e a r s old and his 

mother w a s f o r t y - t h r e e , John M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s died. Pa ine t e l l s that 

Sam stood bes ide his fa ther ' s cof f in and p r o m i s e d his mother that he 
39 

Me l t zer , Mark Twain H i m s e l f , p. 17. 

40 
. . M. Keith Coplin, "Representat ions of F a t h e r - S o n Relat ions in 

the Major Nove l s of Samuel C l e m e n s , " unpublished m a s t e r ' s t h e s i s , 
Department of Engl i sh , North Texas State Univers i ty , Denton, Texas , 
1968, p. 11. 
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41 

would be a b e t t e r boy, wi th the cond i t ion t ha t he could qui t s c h o o l . 

It i s g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d t ha t it w a s a y e a r l a t e r b e f o r e S a m qui t s choo l 

and began w o r k i n g . S a m ' s a f f e c t i o n and love f o r h i s m o t h e r n a t u r a l l y 

b e c a m e g r e a t e r a t t h i s t i m e of need and s o r r o w than it had b e e n when 

S a m did no t have the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of an adu l t . 

A f t e r h e r h u s b a n d ' s dea th , J a n e m o v e d h e r f a m i l y to a m u c h -

too - e x p e n s i v e dwel l ing and t h e n m o v e d a g a i n to a s m a l l c o t t a g e on 

Hil l S t r e e t . She w a s no l o n g e r the b r i g h t and c h e e r f u l g i r l who had 

m a r r i e d the s t u d i o u s l a w y e r ; J a n e C l e m e n s had no t e s c a p e d t h e h a r d -

s h i p s of the y e a r s , the b e a r i n g of s e v e n c h i l d r e n , o r the s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 

p o v e r t y . 

H e r s l i gh t p h y s i q u e she s t i l l he ld p r o u d l y e r e c t , but b e n e a t h 
the a u b u r n c u r l s now beg inn ing to t u r n g r a y , h e r h u m o r o u s 
e y e s and m o u t h he ld t r a c e s of a n x i e t y , and the i m p u l s i v e 
n a t u r e t ha t had once h u r r i e d h e r in to w e d l o c k now o f t e n 
found i t s ven t in m o o d s of s h a r p - t o n g u e d e x a s p e r a t i o n , and 
a c r a c k on the s k u l l wi th a t h i m b l e f o r w a y w a r d S a m . But 
a l w a y s i t s i n c a n d e s c e n c e coo led qu ick ly , w h e t h e r t o w a r d h e r 
c h i l d r e n o r o t h e r s , though s h e n e v e r h e s i t a t e d to s p e a k h e r 
m i n d in any c o m p a n y . 

O r i o n and P a m e l a both w o r k e d , t r y i n g to h e l p t h e i r m o t h e r wi th h e r 

f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . S o m e t i m e in 1849, S a m wen t to w o r k a s 

M r . A m e n t ' s p r i n t e r ' s dev i l . S a m l a t e r w o r k e d f o r h i s b r o t h e r O r i o n , 

but b e c a u s e of O r i o n ' s i nab i l i t y a s a b u s i n e s s m a n , S a m b e c a m e 

41 
Pa ine* M a r k Twain , A B i o g r a p h y , pp . 7 4 - 7 5 . 

42 
W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l , p . 125. 
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d i s s a t i s f i e d and d e c i d e d to l e a v e Hann iba l . When S a m l e f t , J a n e m a d e 

h i m s w e a r on a Bible t ha t he would Mnot t h r o w a c a r d o r d r i n k a d r o p 

43 

of l i q u o r " whi le he w a s gone . A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , n t h e g o o d - b y e 

S a m spoke to Hann iba l w a s a f i n a l and a b s o l u t e v a l e d i c t i o n . . . . S a m 

C l e m e n s e m e r g e d f r o m h is m a t r i x to r a n g e the w o r l d a s p r e n t i c e p r i n t e r , 

M i s s i s s i p p i p i lo t , m i n e r , j o u r n a l i s t , l e c t u r e r , and u l t imate ly , , a u t h o r . 
44 

But M a r k Twa in n e v e r s a i d g o o d - b y e to Hann iba l . n 

In h e r l a t e r y e a r s , J a n e C l e m e n s m o v e d to K e o k u k , w h e r e S a m 

had bought h e r a h o u s e . P a m e l a and O r i o n l i v e d wi th t h e i r m o t h e r , 

who, a long with O r i o n , w a s g iven a m o n t h l y a l l o w a n c e by S a m . On 
45 

O c t o b e r 27, 1890, J a n e L a m p t o n C l e m e n s d i ed . 

S a m u e l C l e m e n s had b e e n i n f l u e n c e d a t e v e r y t u r n by h i s m o t h e r . 

S a m ' s t e m p e r a m e n t , h i s love of r e d , h i s t e n d e r n e s s t o w a r d a n i m a l s , 

h i s i m p u l s i v e e m o t i o n , h i s c u r i o s i t y , h i s u n c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y : a l l t h e s e 

w e r e i n h e r i t e d f r o m h i s m o t h e r . H e r v i e w s on r e l i g i o n and s l a v e r y she 

p a s s e d on to h e r son . One c a n s t a t e wi th c e r t a i n t y t ha t J a n e C l e m e n s 

e x e r t e d a s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e both on h e r son and on the w r i t e r , M a r k 

Twa in . 41 
Ibid. , p . 262. 

44. 
Ibid. , pB 264. 

-Long, M a r k T w a i n Handbook , p . 216. 
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C H A P T E R III 

SAM C L E M E N S ' M O T H E R S U B S T I T U T E S 

Jane C l e m e n s ' i n f l u e n c e on h e r s o n w a s so pro found that S a m 

s e a r c h e d throughout h i s l i f e f o r h i s m o t h e r ' s q u a l i t i e s in o t h e r w o m e n . 

Jane had b e e n a k ind and u n d e r s t a n d i n g m o t h e r to Sam, and she had 

h e l p e d h i m d i r e c t h i s i n t e r e s t s and i d e a s in w o r t h y and a d v a n t a g e o u s 

d i r e c t i o n s . S o m e c r i t i c s f e e l that S a m had an Oedipus c o m p l e x b e c a u s e 

of h i s d i s l i k e for John M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s , h i s f a t h e r . In l a t e r l i f e S a m 

found two m o t h e r f i g u r e s who had m a n y of the q u a l i t i e s or c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

h i s m o t h e r p o s s e s s e d ; t h e s e two w o m e n w e r e M r s . M a r y F a i r b a n k s 

and O l i v i a Langdon C l e m e n s , S a m ' s w i f e . 

The c o n t r a s t i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s of Jane and John C l e m e n s c r e a t e d 

a n a t m o s p h e r e w h i c h w a s c e r t a i n to have an e f f e c t on the s e n s i t i v e ch i ld 

Sam. A c c o r d i n g to Canby, S a m w a s "born n e u r o t i c , and t h i s n e u r o -

t i c i s m m a y h a v e a c c o u n t e d f o r the b r i l l i a n c e of h i s m a s t e r p i e c e s . 

C h a r l e s A. A l l e n b l a m e s the n e u r o t i c t e n d e n c i e s on S a m ' s f a t h e r , not 

h i s m o t h e r . Van Wyck B r o o k s m a k e s s e v e r a l s t a t e m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g 

the n e g a t i v e e f f e c t Jane had on S a m and h i s i n a b i l i t y to o v e r c o m e h i s 

* H e n r y Se ide l Canby, Turn Wes t , Turn E a s t (Bos ton , 1951) , 
p. 251 . 

29 
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m o t h e r ' s d o m i n a t i n g c h a r a c t e r . H o w e v e r , r e g a r d l e s s of B r o o k s ' 

m i s t a k e in r e g a r d to J a n e ' s p e r s o n a l i t y , he w a s c o r r e c t in s t a t i n g tha t 

s h e i m p r e s s e d it on S a m ' s m i n d " t h a t w o m a n is the i n e v i t a b l e s e a t of 

2 
a u t h o r i t y and the fount ' of w i s d o m . " J a n e pa id s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n to 

S a m w h e n he w a s s m a l l b e c a u s e of h i s p o o r h e a l t h . In l a t e r l i f e , J a n e 

i s quo ted a s hav ing s a i d to S a m , "You gave m e m o r e u n e a s i n e s s t h a n 

3 

any chi ld I had . " "She w a s a l w a y s s c o l d i n g h i m , c o m f o r t i n g h i m , 

f o r g i v i n g h i m , pun i sh ing and p l e a d i n g wi th h i m , f ix ing h e r a t t e n t i o n 

upon h i m , and e x e r c i s i n g h e r e m o t i o n s abou t h i m . B e c a u s e t h e r e 

w a s no i n t i m a t e bond b e t w e e n S a m and h i s f a t h e r , one can s a f e l y a s s u m e 

t h a t he t u r n e d to h i s m o t h e r . 

S a m had t r e m e n d o u s r e s p e c t f o r h i s m o t h e r ' s m o r a l op in ions ; 

" s h e ' p u n i s h e d h i m and p l e a d e d wi th h i m , a l t e r n a t e l y ' - - w i t h one 
5 

i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t : to f e a r God and d r e a d the Sunday School . " Two 

p a r t i c u l a r i n s t a n c e s i l l u s t r a t e S a m ' s u n w a v e r i n g a t t e m p t to p l e a s e h i s 

m o t h e r . When John M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s d ied , J a n e m a d e S a m p r o m i s e , 

b e s i d e h i s f a t h e r ' s co f f i n , t h a t he would be a b e t t e r boy. Sam, who w a s 

s t r i k e n wi th g r i e f , s a i d t h a t he would p r o m i s e any th ing , a s long a s he 
2 

Van Wyck B r o o k s , The O r d e a l of M a r k Twa in (New York , 1920), 
p . 33. 

3 . 4 
Ib id . , p . 32. Ibid. 

5 I b i d . , p . 37. 
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did not have to go to schoo l . The second i n s t a n c e o c c u r r e d when S a m 

dec ided to l eave Hanniba l and m a k e h is f i r s t e x c u r s i o n into the w o r l d . 

J a n e aga in m a d e S a m p r o m i s e Mnot to t h r o w a c a r d o r d r ink a d r o p of 

6 
l iquor ' 1 whi le he was away . A c c o r d i n g to W e c t e r , t h e r e is no r e a s o n 

to be l i eve S a m b r o k e h i s p r o m i s e b e c a u s e it was not in h i s n a t u r e to 

7 
t ake such th ings l igh t ly . B e c a u s e of h i s m o t h e r 1 s i n f luence , S a m ' s 

v iew of the idea l w o m a n was a s a " p a r a g o n of p u r i t y , the Div ine ly-

o 
appo in ted c i v i l i z e r of c o a r s e m a s c u l i n e c l ay . " F r o m S a m ' s concep t ion 

9 

of h i s m o t h e r ' s c h a r a c t e r c a m e "h i s c h i v a l r o u s r e g a r d f o r w o m e n . " 

S a m f i r s t m e t " M o t h e r " F a i r b a n k s on the Quake r Ci ty e x c u r s i o n . 

She w a s a m i d d l e - a g e d w o m a n who had been b o r n in Ohio in 1828, In 

1852, she had m a r r i e d Abel W. F a i r b a n k s , c o - o w n e r of a p r i n t i n g 
10 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t in C leve land and p u b l i s h e r of the C leve l and H e r a l d . 

M r s . F a i r b a n k s was a m e t i c u l o u s w r i t e r whose f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n of 

S a m u e l C l e m e n s was a s fo l lows ; 

We have D. D. ' s and M. D. ! s - - w e have m e n of w i s d o m and 
m e n of wi t . T h e r e is one t a b l e f r o m which is s u r e to c o m e 
a p e a l of l a u g h t e r , and a l l e y e s a r e t u r n e d t o w a r d M a r k 

Twain , whose f a c e is p e r f e c t l y m i r t h - p r o v o k i n g . Si t t ing 

? 
W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of Hanniba l , p. 262. 

^Ibid. ? p. 176. 

9 
Minnie M. B r a s h e a r , M a r k Twain , Son of M i s s o u r i ( N e w York , 

1964), p. 84. 
10 

Dixon W e c t e r , M a r k Twain to M r s . F a i r b a n k s (San M a r i n e , 
1949), p. 20. 
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l az i ly at the table , s c a r c e l y gentee l in h is a p p e a r a n c e , t h e r e 
is something , I know not what, that i n t e r e s t s and a t t r a c t s . 
I saw today at d inner v e n e r a b l e d iv ines and sage- look ing m e n 
convulsed with l augh te r a t h is d r o l l e r i e s and quaint , odd 
marine r*s. 

Mark1 s i m p r e s s i o n of M r s . F a i r b a n k s is evident : 

She was the m o s t r e f ined , in te l l igent , and cul t iva ted lady 
in the ship, and a l toge the r the k indes t and bes t . She sewed 
m y buttons on, kept m y c lo thes in p r e s e n t a b l e t r i m , fed m e 
on Egypt ian j a m , (when I behaved) , l e c t u r e d m e awful ly on 
the q u a r t e r - d e c k on moonl i t p romenad ing evenings , and 
cu red m e of s e y g r a l bad hab i t s . I a m under l a s t ing obl i -
gat ions to her* 

It is a p p a r e n t that Samuel C l e m e n s looked to M r s . F a i r b a n k s a s he 

would to a m o t h e r and tha t she t r e a t e d h i m l ike a child a l though he was 

only s even y e a r s h e r j un io r . MHer m a t e r n a l a t t i tude f i t ted p r e c i s e l y 

the p a t t e r n of M a r k Twain1 s t e m p e r a m e n t . He enjoyed a touch of f e m i -

nine domina t ion al l h i s l i f e - - b e l i e ving? with a fa i th c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 

V ic to r i an and W e s t e r n A m e r i c a , that woman with h e r f i n e r s ens ib i l i t i e s 

13 

was the t r u e a r b i t e r of t a s t e , m a n n e r s , and m o r a l s . n 

M r s . F a i r b a n k s was will ing to give Sam Clemens the m a t e r n a l 

a t t en t ion tha t he was seeking . She c e n s o r e d his wr i t ing , c r i t i c i z e d his 

hab i t s and a p p e a r a n c e , and helped h i m to gain a l i t t l e m o r e soc i a l po i se , 

1 * Wecte r , Mark Twain to M r s . F a i r b a n k s , p. 21. 

1 2 

Milton M e l t z e r , M a r k Twain Himsel f (New York, I960), p, 94. 

^ W e c t e r , M a r k Twain to M r s . F a i r b a n k s , p. 23. 
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M r s . E m i l y Severance , another p a s s e n g e r on board the Quaker City) 

gave an account of s ee ing Sam tear up s e v e r a l s h e e t s of paper on which 

he had wri t ten an a r t i c l e and thien throw them into the sea . When she 

inquired about his act ions , he remarked , "Well, M r s . Fa irbanks 

14 

thinks it oughtn't to be printed, and, l ike as not she is right. " Sam 

trus ted her d e c i s i o n s i m p l i c i t l y and took advantage of her c r i t i c i s m 

even in his p e r s o n a l l i f e . According to Kaplan, he was a m e m b e r of a 

group of Quaker City p a s s e n g e r s who m e t regu lar ly for s e r i o u s 

d i s c u s s i o n s ; his attendance at t h e s e m e e t i n g s and at the prayer m e e t i n g s 

was a re su l t of M r s . Fa irbanks ' p e r s u a s i o n . One af ternoon he even had 

a s e r i o u s c o n v e r s a t i o n with the Reverend Mr, Bullard, the sh ip's chap-

la in who la ter conf ided to a f r i end that there might be hope for many 

"lost" sou l s if he could only convert the rebe l l i ous Mr. C l e m e n s . Sam 

h i m s e l f even b e c a m e what the other p a s s e n g e r s ca l l ed a " fresh convert" 

and l ed the evening devot ions one night. Kaplan a l s o s ta tes that M r s . 

Fairbanks aided S a m in control l ing his language and t e m p e r . Some 

Quaker City p a s s e n g e r s be l i eved , r e g a r d l e s s of M r s . Fa irbanks ' 

in f luence , that Sam was an i r r e v e r e n t , uncouth gambler who imbibed 

too f r e e l y . Sam r e m a r k e d to M r s . Fa irbanks , "You don't know what 

a t r o c i o u s things women, and m e n too g r a y - h a i r e d and old to have their 

n o s e s pulled, sa id about m e . And but for your protect ing hand I would 

14 
Ibid . , p. 24. 
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h a v e g iven t h e m a s c r e e d o r two tha t would have p e n e t r a t e d e v e n 

15 

t h e i r m u d d y i n t e l l e c t s . 1f 

When S a m fe l l in love wi th L i v y s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s r e t u r n f r o m 

the Holy Land , he could f ind c o m f o r t and unde r s t a n d i n g only in M o t h e r 

F a i r b a n k s . S a m had a g r e a t d e a l of d i f f i c u l t y conv inc ing Ol iv ia t ha t 

she should m a r r y h i m . He did e v e r y t h i n g he could th ink of ( inc luding 

e x a g g e r a t i n g h i s i n j u r i e s a f t e r f a l l i n g off a wagon so L ivy cou ld d o c t o r 

and c a r e f o r h im) to s t a y n e a r h e r and a t t e m p t to p e r s u a d e h e r to be 

h i s w i f e . Livy T s u n c e r t a i n t y l e f t S a m r a t h e r d e s p o n d e n t , and on the 

fo l lowing l e c t u r e t o u r , he s t o p p e d in C l e v e l a n d to s e e M r s . F a i r b a n k s 

"and conf ide to h e r t ha t he w a s in love , and to ge t f r o m h e r a d v i c e in 

h i s c a m p a i g n of winning Ol iv i a . n ^ When S a m f i n a l l y r e c e i v e d a "yes1 1 

f r o m Livy and b e f o r e he i n f o r m e d h i s own f a m i l y of h i s e n g a g e m e n t , 

he s e n t a t e l e g r a m to M r s . F a i r b a n k s in C l e v e l a n d , g r e e t i n g h e r wi th 

the happy n e w s , A f e w m o n t h s p r i o r to t h i s t i m e , S a m had v i s i t e d 

M r s . F a i r b a n k s and had w r i t t e n L ivy , n I t i s j o l l y to be h e r e . I w a s 

s t a r v i n g to h e a r s o m e b o d y s p e a k y o u r n a m e . And now I can t a lk to 
1 7 

M r s . F a i r b a n k s a s m u c h a s I p l e a s e abou t you. " k S a m e v e n c o n s u l t e d 

15 
J u s t i n K a p l a n , M r . C l e m e n s and M a r k Twa in (New York , 1966), 

pp . 4 5 - 4 6 . 

16 
E d g a r L e e M a s t e r s , M a r k Twain , A P o r t r a i t (New York , 1938), 

pp . 7 1 - 7 2 . 
17 

W e c t e r , M a r k Twa in to M r s . F a i r b a n k s , p. 28, 
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M r s . F a i r b a n k s abou t L,ivy' s e n g a g e m e n t r i n g and the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

I g 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r h o n e y m o o n h o m e n e a r h e r . Upon S a m ' s m a r r i a g e 

to L ivy , M r s . F a i r b a n k s n l a r g e l y . r e l i n q u i s h e d h e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

19 

' c i v i l i z ing 1 h i m into L i v y ' s w i f e l y h a n d s . " 

T h r o u g h the fo l lowing y e a r s , S a m and M r s . F a i r b a n k s con t inued 

to c o r r e s p o n d ; h o w e v e r , the l e t t e r s b e c a m e f e w e r and f e w e r a s t i m e 

p a s s e d , a l though the f r i e n d s h i p r e m a i n e d . A c c o r d i n g to, W e c t e r , M r s . 

F a i r b a n k s v i s i t e d S a m and Livy 1 s H a r t f o r d h o m e s e v e r a l t i m e s : t h e r e 

w a s a r e u n i o n in New York , and S a m s e n t the F a i r b a n k s a t h o u s a n d 
20 

d o l l a r s in 1879 when i l l - f o r t u n e had o v e r c o m e t h e m . S a m and L ivy 

w e r e a b r o a d and h e a v i l y b u r d e n e d wi th d i s a s t e r s of t h e i r own when 

M r s . F a i r b a n k s d i ed in 1898, but S a m ' s w o r d s of w a r m s y m p a t h y w e r e 

s e n t to h e r son and d a u g h t e r who s u r v i v e d h e r : " I a m g r a t e f u l to know 

tha t I w a s one who f o r a g e n e r a t i o n he ld an u n c h a l l e n g e d p l a c e in h e r 

f a v o r , I w a s n e v e r wha t s h e thought m e , but w a s glad to s e e m to h e r 

to be i t . She w a s a l w a y s good to m e , and I a l w a y s loved h e r . n 1 

Van Wyck B r o o k s ' v iew of S a m u e l C l e m e n s f r e l a t i o n s h i p wi th 

h i s w i fe i s one abou t wh ich t h e r e i s g e n e r a l d i s a g r e e m e n t : m o s t c r i t i c s 
1 8 t k - I I V , 

Ibid. Ibid . 

2 0 Ib id , , pp. 2 9 - 3 0 . 

21 
Edward Wagenknecht, Mark Twain, The Man and His Work 

(Norman, 1961), p, 113. 
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b e l i e v e tha t B r o o k s w a s a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y i n c o r r e c t in h i s a s s u m p t i o n 

t ha t S a m w a s in c o m p l e t e b l i s s when he w a s in h i s m o t h e r ' s c o m p a n y , 

and tha t J a n e C l e m e n s and Ol iv ia Lang don C l e m e n s w a r p e d h i s a r t i s t i c 

n a t u r e . H o w e v e r , it is n e c e s s a r y tha t B r o o k s r v iew be p r e s e n t e d : 

As we can see now, it was a f f e c t i o n r a t h e r t han m a t e r i a l 
s e l f - i n t e r e s t tha t w a s l e ad ing M a r k Twa in o n w a r d and 
u p w a r d . It had a l w a y s been a f f e c t i o n ! He had n e v e r 
a t b o t t o m wan ted to " m a k e good" f o r any o t h e r r e a s o n 
than to p l e a s e h i s m o t h e r , and in o r d e r to get on he had 
had to adop t h i s m o t h e r ' s v a l u e s of l i f e : he had had to 
r e p r e s s the d e e p e s t i n s t i n c t in h i m and a c c e p t the g u i d a n c e 
of t h o s e who k n e w the r o p e s of s u c c e s s . As the w a r d of h i s 
m o t h e r , he had n e v e r c o n s c i o u s l y b r o k e n wi th the t r a d i t i o n s 
of W e s t e r n s o c i e t y . Now, a c a n d i d a t e f o r g e n t i l i t y on t e r m s 
whol ly f o r e i g n to h i s n a t u r e , he found the f i l i a l bond of old 
r e n e w e d wi th t en fo ld i n t e n s i t y in a f r e s h r e l a t i o n s h i p . He 
had to " m a k e good n in h i s w i f e ' s e y e s , and t h a t w a s a f a r 
m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d ob l i ga t i on . As we s h a l l s e e , M a r k Twain 
r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t h e r wi l l , j u s t a s he had r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t 
h i s m o t h e r ' s , ye t could no t s e r i o u s l y or f i n a l l y q u e s t i o n 
any th ing she thought o r d id . He a d o r e d h e r a s l i t t l e l e s s 
t h a n a s a i n t : wh ich i s only a n o t h e r way o k a y i n g tha t , 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y , h e r gods had b e c o m e h i s . 

DeVoto , Wagenknech t , and F e r g u s o n have h e l p e d to d e s t r o y B r o o k s 1 

m y t h of the f e m i n i n e t y r a n t : h o w e v e r , it i s s t i l l a p p a r e n t t ha t S a m 

o f t e n l ooked to Livy f o r the c r i t i c i s m and a s s u r a n c e he had r e c e i v e d 

f r o m h i s m o t h e r and f r o m M r s . F a i r b a n k s . 

A f t e r t h e i r m a r r i a g e , S a m u e l C l e m e n s t r i e d e x t r e m e l y h a r d to 

m a k e L ivy happy and to s a t i s f y h e r . When he w r o t e , he a l w a y s a s k e d 

L i v y to r e a d the m a n u s c r i p t , in o r d e r to ge t a t t e n t i o n and to f e e l the s t e r n 

22, 
B r o o k s , The O r d e a l of M a r k Twain , p. 106. 
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hand of • reproof , S a m of t en i n s e r t e d p a s s a g e s o r w o r d s which he k n e w 

Livy would de l e t e f r o m the m a n u s c r i p t : 

I o f t en i n t e r l a r d e d r e m a r k s of a s tud ied and f e l i c i t i o u s l y 
a t r o c i o u s c h a r a c t e r p u r p o s e l y to a ch i eve the c h i l d r e n ' s 
de l ight and see the penc i l do i t s f a t a l w o r k . . . . Now 
and then we ga ined the v i c t o r y and t h e r e was m u c h 
r e j o i c i n g . Then I p r i v a t e l y s t r u c k the p a s s a g e out 
m y s e l f . It had s e r v e d i t s p u r p o s e . ^ 

L ivy did h e l p h e r husband r e p h r a s e the v u l g a r i t i e s and s l ang e x p r e s s i o n s 

he so o f t en u s e d . H e r r e f o r m s did not s top j u s t wi th h e r h u s b a n d ' s 

w r i t i n g . A c c o r d i n g to S a m h i m s e l f , she s topped h i s d r i n k i n g e n t i r e l y 

and h i s smok ing c o n s i d e r a b l y , r e d u c e d h i s s l ang and b o i s t e r o u s n e s s a 

24 

good dea l , and s topped h i s hab i t of c a r r y i n g h i s hands in h i s p o c k e t s . 

Thus , it w a s no t only M a r k Twain , but a l s o S a m u e l C l e m e n s , w h o m 

Livy ed i t ed . 

S a m p r e s e n t e d m a n y s o c i a l p r o b l e m s to Livy, but she even tua l ly 

m a n a g e d to so lve o r c o r r e c t t h e m . S a m loved h i s wi fe i n t e n s e l y , but 

he a l s o had a t e n d e n c y to look to h e r a s a m o t h e r f o r a t t en t i on and 

c o r r e c t i o n . S a m once r e m a r k e d t h a t he w a s the m o s t d i f f i cu l t chi ld 

25 

h i s wi fe had . ' L ivy a l s o loved S a m i n t e n s e l y and did e v e r y t h i n g 

23 

> D e L a n c e y F e r g u s o n , M a r k Twain : Man and Legend (New York , 
1943), p. 218. 

^ I b i d . , p . 147. 
25 

Wagenknecht , M a r k Twain , The Man and His Work , p . 168. 
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p o s s i b l e to m a k e h i m happy and c o m f o r t a b l e . She even ca l l ed h i m 

nYouth ' 1 ; one m a y wonder who in i t i a t ed the n a m e . In Livy, S a m found 

a w o m a n who could u s e h e r a u t h o r i t y a s a w o m a n to k e e p h i m in l i ne . 

A c c o r d i n g to Sam, Livy m a n a g e d th ings c o m p l e t e l y and wi th l i t t l e , if 

any, he lp f r o m h e r h u s b a n d . The fo l lowing e x a m p l e s a r e i l l u s t r a t i v e 

of t h i s : 

1875; I m e a n to t r y to go down the M i s s i s s i p p i r i v e r in 
May o r June . . . But t h e r e ' s nothing c e r t a i n abou t i t - -
excep t tha t a t the l a s t m o m e n t L ivy wi l l put h e r foot on i t . 

1882: 1 cannot c o m e , b e c a u s e I a m not B o s s h e r e , and 
nothing but d y n a m i t e can m o v e M r s . C l e m e n s away f r o m 
h o m e in the w i n t e r s e a s o n . 

1891: I ' m going to do w h a t e v e r the o t h e r s d e s i r e , with 
l e a v e to change t h e i r m i n d wi thout p r e j u d i c e , w h e n e v e r 
they wan t to . 

1895: A c c o r d i n g to M r s . C l e m e n s 1 s p r e s e n t p l ans - -
s u b j e c t to m o d i f i c a t i o n , of c o u r s e - - w e s a i l in May, 

1901: If Livy wi l l l e t m e I wi l l have m y say . 

1903: Livy is coming a long . . . and, in the m a t t e r of 
s u p e r i n t e n d i n g e v e r y t h i n g ^ n d e v e r y b o d y had r e s u m e d 
b u s i n e s s a t the old s t and . ° 

Thus , it s e e m s tha t S a m u e l C l e m e n s did look to h i s wi fe L ivy and to 

M r s . F a i r b a n k s a s he had f o r m e r l y looked to h i s m o t h e r . n T h e in f luence 

of h i s own m o t h e r , and of d e c o r o u s 'Mother 1 F a i r b a n k s and s e m i - i n v a l i d 

L ivy Langdon in the l a t e r y e a r s , p o w e r f u l l y r e - e n f o r c e d h i s conv ic t ion 

2 6 Ib id . , pp. 167-168. 
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t h a t w o m a n , in h e r e x q u i s i t e p u r i t y and g e n t l e n e s s , is the b o r n 

27 
m e n t o r of the m a l e . " 

27 
W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of Hann iba l , p. 176. 



C H A P T E R IV 

F I C T I O N A L M O T H E R - S O N R E L A T I O N S H I P S 

J a n e C l e m e n s ' i n f l u e n c e on the c h a r a c t e r and p e r s o n a l i t y of the 

m a n S a m u e l C l e m e n s h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d in the two p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s ; 
f r 

h e r i n f l u e n c e on the w r i t e r M a r k T w a i n is a s ev iden t a s h e r i n f l u e n c e on 

the c h a r a c t e r and p e r s o n a l i t y of the m a n . T h e s e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s a p p e a r 

in a l l but one of T w a i n ' s m a j o r n o v e l s : The A d v e n t u r e s of T o m S a w y e r , 

The A d v e n t u r e s of H u c k l e b e r r y F i n n , The Gi lded Age , The P r i n c e and 

The P a u p e r , and P u d d ' n h e a d Wi l son . The i m p a c t of the a f f e c t i o n , 

c o m p a n i o n s h i p , and u n d e r s t a n d i n g J a n e and h e r son s h a r e d i s p r e s e n t e d 

in t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s wh ich e x i s t e d b e t w e e n T w a i n ' s f i c t i o n a l m o t h e r s and 

t h e i r s o n s . R e g a r d l e s s of the ind iv idua l c h a r a c t e r ' s p e r s o n a l i t y , e a c h 

m o t h e r w a s t e n d e r to and u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h e r son ; e a c h loved h e r son 

d e e p l y and m a d e any s a c r i f i c e n e c e s s a r y f o r h i s b e n e f i t . 

F i r s t , it shou ld be e x p l a i n e d tha t Twa in w r o t e s e v e r a l nove l s in 

wh ich t h e r e w e r e no m o t h e r s , but in t h e s e n o v e l s , he did p o r t r a y m o t h e r 

f i g u r e s . In the f i r s t t h r e e nove l s to be d i s c u s s e d - - The A d v e n t u r e s of 

T o m S a w y e r , The A d v e n t u r e s of H u c k l e b e r r y F i n n , and The Gi lded Age - -

t h e s o n s have no n a t u r a l m o t h e r s who e x i s t in the n o v e l i t s e l f ; h o w e v e r , 

t h e y do have m o t h e r f i g u r e s who t a k e the p l a c e of t h e i r n a t u r a l m o t h e r s . 

40 
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In The A d v e n t u r e s of T o m S a w y e r , Aunt P o l l y and the Widow Douglas 

a r e p r i m e e x a m p l e s of m o t h e r f i g u r e s . S ince n e i t h e r T o m n o r Huck 

h a s a m o t h e r , t h e s e two w o m e n a r e p o r t r a y e d a s the m a t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s 

on the young b o y s . 

Aunt P o l l y w a s T o m S a w y e r ' s m o t h e r ' s s i s t e r . When T o m ' s 

m o t h e r d i ed , h e r son wen t to l i ve wi th h i s a u n t . Aunt P o l l y t r i e d d e s p e r -

a t e l y h a r d to do a s m u c h a s she cou ld f o r T o m . She o f t e n f e l t t h a t she 

w a s no t doing h e r duty by h i m : 

I a i n ' t doing m y du ty by t h a t boy, and t h a t ' s t he L o r d ' s 
t r u t h , g o o d n e s s k n o w s . S p a r e the r o d and sp i l e the 
ch i ld , a s the Good Book s a y s . I ' m a - l a y i n g up s in and 
s u f f e r i n g f o r u s both , I know. H e ' s f u l l of the Old 
S c r a t c h , but l a w s - a - m e ! h e ' s m y own d e a d s i s t e r ' s 
boy, p o o r th ing , and I a i n ' t got the h e a r t to l a s h h i m . 
s o m e h o w . E v e r y t i m e I l e t h i m of f , m y c o n s c i e n c e 
d o e s h u r t m e so, ai^d e v e r y t i m e I h i t h i m m y old 
h e a r t m o s t b r e a k s . 1 

Aunt P o l l y w a s m u c h l i ke J a n e C l e m e n s in t h i s r e s p e c t ; m a n y t i m e s 

J a n e cou ld no t p u n i s h S a m b e c a u s e of h i s c l e v e r p e r s o n a l i t y and h i s 

a n g e l i c a p p e a r a n c e . 

L ike J a n e C l e m e n s , Aunt P o l l y b e l i e v e d in p a t e n t m e d i c i n e s . 

Once , w h e n T o m w a s in love wi th B e c k y T h a t c h e r and cou ld no l o n g e r 

f i nd e n j o y m e n t in h i s b a s e b a l l and ba t , Aunt P o l l y took out h e r m e d i c i n e s 

and t r i e d to f ind a c u r e f o r h e r p o o r n e p h e w ; 

* M a r k Twain , The A d v e n t u r e s of T o m S a w y e r (New York , 1955), 
p . 3. 
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She w a s an i n v e t e r a t e e x p e r i m e n t e r in t h e s e th ings . 
When some th ing f r e s h in th i s l ine c a m e out she 
was in a f e v e r , r i g h t away, to t r y it; not on h e r s e l f , 
f o r she was n e v e r a i l ing , but on anybody e l s e tha t 
c a m e handy. She w a s a s u b s c r i b e r f o r a l l the " H e a l t h " 
p e r i o d i c a l s and p h r e n o l o g i c a l f r a u d s ; and the s o l e m n 
i g n o r a n c e they w e r e in f l a t ed wi th was b r e a t h to h e r 
n o s t r i l s . All the M ro t n t hey con ta ined about v e n t i -
la t ion , and how to go to bed, and how to get up, and 
what to ea t , and what to d r ink , and how m u c h e x e r c i s e 
to t ake , and what f r a m e of mind to k e e p o n e ' s self in, 
and what s o r t of c lo th ing to w e a r , w a s a l l gospe l to 
h e r , and she n e v e r o b s e r v e d tha t h e r h e a l t h j o u r n a l s 
of the c u r r e n t m o n t h c u s t o m a r i l y u p s e t e v e r y t h i n g 
they had r e c o m m e n d e d the mon th b e f o r e . She was 
a s s i m p l e - h e a r t e d and h o n e s t a s the day was long, 
and so she w a s an e a s y v i c t i m . She g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r 
h e r quack m e d i c i n e s , and thus a r m e d with dea th , went 
about on h e r pa le h o r s e , m e t a p h o r i c a l l y speak ing , wi th 
n h e l l fo l lowing a f t e r . rf But she n e v e r s u s p e c t e d tha t 
she was not an ange l of hea l ing and the b a l m of Gi lead 
in d i s g u i s e , to the s u f f e r i n g n e i g h b o r s , 

On the o c c a s i o n p r e v i o u s l y m e n t i o n e d , when T o m w a s in love wi th 

Becky , Aunt P o l l y f i na l l y gave h i m s o m e pa t en t p a i n k i l l e r . T o m 

t h o r o u g h l y d i s l i k e d t ak ing the m e d i c i n e , but he thought it m i g h t be 

funny if he gave s o m e to P e t e r , Aunt Po l ly 1 s cat* A f t e r swal lowing 

the m e d i c i n e , P e t e r c h a s e d a r o u n d the r o o m , knocking o v e r f u r n i t u r e 

in h i s pa th , and s a i l e d out the window. Aunt P o l l y r a p p e d T o m on the 

head with h e r t h i m b l e f o r h i s i n h u m a n e ac t , but a f t e r he exp la ined 

tha t he w a s s i m p l y t r y i n g to he lp P e t e r in the s a m e way tha t she w a s 

t r y i n g to he lp h i m , Aunt P o l l y could not r e p r i m a n d h i m a g a i n and even 

3 
f e l t bad about hav ing g iven T o m the m e d i c i n e . 

2 3 
Ibid. , pp. 98 -99 . Ibid. „• pp. 100-102. 
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T h i s i nc iden t is a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l in n a t u r e . J a n e C l e m e n s w a s 

a l s o " i n f a t u a t e d wi th p a t e n t m e d i c i n e s and found p l e n t y of o p p o r t u n i t y 

to t e s t t h e m on h e r s i c k l y son , S a m . 1 , 4 S a m C l e m e n s once gave h i s 

m o t h e r ' s ca t s o m e p a i n k i l l e r wi th the r e s u l t tha t t he ca t j u m p e d out 

the window. Thus Twain w a s i n s e r t i n g p a r t of h i s own l i f e in to h i s book. 

One of the m o s t i m p o r t a n t i n s t a n c e s in wh ich Aunt P o l l y s h o w s 

h e r m a t e r n a l i n s t i n c t is w h e n T o m i s thought to be d r o w n e d . When he 

s n e a k e d b a c k h o m e and found Aunt P o l l y b e r e a v e d , he f i n a l l y r e a l i z e d 

how m u c h she loved h i m : 

" B u t a s I w a s s a y i n g , he w a r n ' t bad , so to s a y - - o n l y 
m i s c h e e v o u s . Only j u s t g iddy, and h a r u m - s c a r u m , 
you know. He w a r n ' t any m o r e r e s p o n s i b l e t h a n a 
co l t . He n e v e r m e a n t any h a r m , and he w a s the 
b e s t - h e a r t e d boy tha t e v e r w a s " - - a n d she b e g a n to 
c r y . . . . " G o d ' l l t a k e c a r e of h i m . Oh, . . . I d o n ' t 
know how to g ive h i m u p ! I d o n ' t know how to g ive 
h i m up ! He w a s s u c h a c o m f o r t to m e , a l t hough 
he t o r m e n t e d m y old h e a r t out of m e , ' m o s t . 

T o m r e a l i z e d t h a t h i s a u n t w a s in g r e a t agony; he longed to j u m p out , , 

t h r o w h i s a r m s a r o u n d h e r , and p r o v e to h e r t h a t he w a s n o t d e a d . In 

t h i s r e s p e c t , Aunt P o l l y w a s l i ke any o t h e r m o t h e r . She w a s l one ly , 

o v e r w h e l m e d wi th g r i e f , and s t r i c k e n wi th the thought t h a t she would 

n e v e r be a b l e to s e e h e r n e p h e w g r o w into a s u c c e s s f u l m a n of m o r a l 

c h a r a c t e r . 

^Mi l ton M e l t z e r , M a r k Twain H i m s e l f (New York , I960) , p . 13. 

5 
Twa in , The A d v e n t u r e s of T o m S a w y e r , pp . 123-124 . 
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Aunt P o l l y had the s a m e t e n d e r n e s s , a f f ec t i on , and love f o r 

people and a n i m a l s tha t J a n e C l e m e n s had . J a n e he lped h e r n e i g h b o r s 

in any t i m e of need , and she loved h e r c h i l d r e n . D e L a n c e y F e r g u s o n 

g ives an accoun t of wha t Twain sa id c o n c e r n i n g the c h a r a c t e r Aunt 

Po l ly : 

T o m Sawyer is not au tob iog raphy in i t s d e t a i l s , but in 
i t s p e r s o n a l i t i e s , a l t e r e d o r he igh tened f o r d r a m a t i c 
p u r p o s e s j it i s e s s e n t i a l l y l i f e - l i k e . Aunt P o l l y is 
J a n e C l e m e n s wi th no e m b e l l i s h m e n t s beyond a ^ 

d i a l e c t a l c r u d i t y of s p e e c h which w a s not Jane 1 s . 

The Widow Douglas w a s a l s o p o r t r a y e d by Twain a s a m o t h e r 

f i g u r e a l though she did not p lay a s i m p o r t a n t a r o l e a s did Aunt P o l l y . 

The Widow Douglas took c a r e of Huck when he was d e l i r i o u s with f e v e r 

a t the W e l s h m a n ' s h o m e . At t h i s t i m e , she did not know tha t Huck was 

the one who had i n f o r m e d the W e l s h m a n of the p r o p o s e d a t t a c k on the 

Widow; she c a r e d f o r and n u r s e d Huck b e c a u s e , fhe w a s the Lord 1 s . 

A f t e r H a c k ' s s e c r e t w a s r e v e a l e d a t the p a r t y , the Widow sa id she 

wan ted Huck to l ive wi th h e r and tha t she would educa t e h i m and s t a r t 

h i m in h is own b u s i n e s s , Huck did r e m a i n a t the Widow's h o m e for 

t h r e e w e e k s , a f t e r which he d i s a p p e a r e d . The Widow g r i e v e d a t h e r 

l o s s and cont inued h e r s e a r c h fo r Huck in va in . When T o m Sawyer 

f i na l ly found Huck in an old e m p t y hogshead behind the abandoned 

6 
D e L a n c e y F e r g u s o n , M a r k Twain : Man and Legend (New York , 

1943), pp. 29 -30 . 
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s l a u g h t e r h o u s e , he t r i e d to conv ince Huck to go back to the Widow ' s 

to l i ve : 

Don ' t t a lk abou t i t , T o m , I ' ve t r i e d i t , and it don ' t w o r k ; 
it don ' t w o r k , T o m . It a i n ' t f o r m e ; I a i n ' t u s e d to it . 
The w i d d e r ' s good to m e , and f r i e n d l y ; but I c a n ' t s t and 
t h e m w a y s . She m a k e s m e git up j u s t a t the s a m e t i m e 
e v e r y m o r n i n g ; she m a k e s m e wash , t h e y c o m b m e a l l 
to t h u n d e r ; she w o n ' t l e t m e s l e e p in the w o o d s h e d ; I got 
to w e a r t h e m b l a m e d c l o t h e s tha t j u s t s m o t h e r s m e , T o m ; 
t hey don ' t s e e m to l e t any a i r git t h r o u g h ' e m , s o m e h o w ; 
and t h e y ' r e so r o t t e n n i c e tha t I c a n ' t s e t down, no r l ay 
down, nor r o l l a r o u n d a n y w h e r ' s ; I h a i n ' t s l id on a c e l l a r 
door f o r - - w e l l , it ' p e a r s to be y e a r s ; I got to go to c h u r c h 
and s w e a t and s w e a t - - 1 ha t e t h e m o r n e r y s e r m o n s ! I c a n ' t 
k e t c h a f ly in t h e r e , I c a n ' t chaw. I got to w e a r s h o e s a l l 
Sunday. The w i d d e r e a t s by a be l l ; she goes to bed by a 
be l l ; she g i t s up by a^be l l - - e v e r y t h i n g ' s so a w f u l r e g ' l a r 
a body c a n ' t s t and i t . 

It is ev iden t t ha t t he Widow Douglas w a s t r y i n g to do f o r Huck 

wha t J a n e C l e m e n s a t t e m p t e d to do f o r h e r son Sam, Both w o m e n , 

the r e a l p e r s o n , J a n e C l e m e n s , and the c h a r a c t e r , the Widow Doug la s , 

a t t e m p t e d to e d u c a t e S a m and Huck and g ive t h e m the p r o p e r s o c i a l 

e n v i r o n m e n t so t ha t t h e y would be a c c e p t a b l e to s o c i e t y . The Widow 

Doug las w a n t e d to do f o r Huck wha t any m o t h e r would do f o r h e r son; 

she d i s c i p l i n e d h i m and gave h i m love and a t t e n t i o n . Huck did no t even 

know enough to a p p r e c i a t e wha t she w a s doing, a l though the Widow w a s 

s a c r i f i c i n g h e r t i m e , l ove , and m o n e y f o r H u c k ' s b e n e f i t . In s h o w e r i n g 

a l l h e r m a t e r n a l i n s t i n c t s on Huck, the Widow Douglas r e s e m b l e s J a n e 

7 
Twain , The A d v e n t u r e s of T o m S a w y e r , pp . 2 7 1 - 2 7 2 . 
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C l e m e n s , who gave Sam a l l the a f f e c t i o n and a t t en t ion he could 

p o s s i b l y have needed or wan ted . 

In The A d v e n t u r e s of H u c k l e b e r r y F inn , the p r o t a g o n i s t Huck 

F inn had a c r u e l , d e g e n e r a t e fa ther* but he a l s o had no mothe r* the 

one sav ing g r a c e m o s t of Twain 5 s c h a r a c t e r s p o s s e s s . Huck did, how-

e v e r , m e e t s e v e r a l w o m e n who gave h i m the s a m e m a t e r n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 

a t t en t ion , and even love tha t a m o t h e r would show to h e r son. 

As in The A d v e n t u r e s of T o m Sawyer , the Widow Douglas was 

Huck ' s m a t e r n a l i n f luence ; h e r s i s t e r . M i s s Watson, a t t e m p t e d to 

m a k e H u c k l e b e r r y l e a r n to r e a d and spe l l and w a s a l w a y s nagging h i m . 

She s o m e t i m e s an t agon ized h i m fo r h o u r s t r y i n g to t e a c h h i m th ings about 

which he had no i n t e r e s t . But the Widow of t en i n t e r v e n e d and a l lowed 

Huck to r e s t o r go ou t s ide to p lay . Once, when Huck had sneaked out 

of h is r o o m a t n ight to m e e t T o m Sawyer and had got ten h i s n e w c lo thes 

c o v e r e d wi th g r e a s e and c lay , the Widow did not sco ld Huck but s i m p l y 

c l eaned off h i s c l o t h e s . The Widow a l s o w a s ab le to exp la in a s m a l l 

p a r t of h e r r e l i g ion to Huck. He wanted to go a long with the Widow's 

P r o v i d e n c e , but he c e r t a i n l y did not want anything to do wi th M i s s 

W a t s o n ' s : "I thought it a l l out, and r e c k o n e d I would be long to the 

8 
widow ' s if he wan ted m e . . . . " Huck was told about " the bad p l a c e " 

8 
M a r k Twain , The A d v e n t u r e s of H u c k l e b e r r y F i n n (New York , 

1959), p. 21. 
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by M i s s Watson , but he could " s e e no a d v a n t a g e in going w h e r e she 

, , 9 

w a s going. 11 

Huck soon b e c a m e a c c u s t o m e d to the Widow's w a y s , and he 

even r e a c h e d the po in t of l ik ing schoo l : HI l i ked the old w a y s b e s t , 

but I w a s ge t t ing so I l iked the new o n e s , too , a l i t t l e b i t . The widow 

sa id I w a s c o m i n g a long s low but s u r e , and doing v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

She s a i d she w a r n ' t a s h a m e d of m e . The Widow1 s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

Huck w a s a g r e a t c o m f o r t f o r h i m . Many t i m e s when M i s s Wa t son 

s c o l d e d Huck u n m e r c i f u l l y f o r h i s a w k w a r d n e s s , the Widow k ind ly put 

in a good w o r d f o r h i m ; 

One m o r n i n g I h a p p e n e d to t u r n o v e r the s a l t - c e l l a r a t 
b r e a k f a s t . I r e a c h e d f o r s o m e of it a s qu ick a s I could 
to t h r o w ove r m y l e f t s h o u l d e r and k e e p off the bad luck , 
but M i s s Wat son w a s in a h e a d of m e , and c r o s s e d m e off . 
She s a y s , n T a k e y o u r h a n d s away , H u c k l e b e r r y ; wha t a 
m e s s you a r e a l w a y s m a k i n g ! n The widow put in a good 
w o r d f p r m e , but t ha t w a r n ' t going to k e e p off the bad 
luck , . . . 

T h r o u g h o u t the novel , the Widow Douglas showed t h e m o t h e r l y love and 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g she had f o r Huck'. It w a s t h i s s a m e type of love w h i c h 

J a n e C l e m e n s showed to h e r son . 

M r s . Jud i th L o f t u s w a s a n o t h e r of T w a i n ' s m o t h e r f i g u r e s 

a l t hough she p l a y e d a v e r y s m a l l p a r t in the nove l . When Huck and 
t 

N i g g e r J i m w e r e going down the r i v e r on the r a f t , Huck d e c i d e d to go 

^Ibid. , p. 12. ^ I b i d . , p . 24. 

1 1 I b i d . 
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into town to f ind out wha t w a s happen ing . When he a r r i v e d ' a t a s m a l l 

h o u s e and could s e e a w o m a n s i t t i ng i n s i d e , Huck d e c i d e d to f ind out 

f r o m h e r what the news w a s abou t N i g g e r J i m and h i m s e l f . Huck w a s 

d r e s s e d a s a g i r l , and he w a s not v e r y good a t wa lk ing , t a lk ing , o r 

a c t i ng l ike one . M r s . L o f t u s soon d i s c o v e r e d tha t h e r g u e s t w a s a 

boy; she g u e s s e d t h a t he w a s a r u n a w a y a p p r e n t i c e who had a c r u e l 

m a s t e r : 

Set down and s t a y w h e r e you a r e . I a i n ' t going to h u r t you, 
and I a i n ' t going to t e l l on you, n u t h e r . You j u s t t e l l m e 
y o u r s e c r e t , and t r u s t m e . I ' l l k e e p i t ; and , w h a t ' s m o r e , 
I ' l l h e l p you. So'11 m y old m a n if you wan t h i m to . You 
s e e , y o u ' r e a r u n a w a y ' p r e n t i c e , t h a t ' s a l l . It a i n ' t no th ing . 
T h e r e a i n ' t no h a r m in i t . You 've b e e n t r e a t e d bad , and you 
m a k e up you r m i n d to cut . B l e s s you, ch i ld , I w o u l d n ' t ^ 
t e l l on you. T e l l m e a l l about it now, t h a t ' s a good boy. 

M r s . L o f t u s w a s e x t r e m e l y u n d e r s t a n d i n g of Huck and gave h i m s o m e 

p o i n t e r s on how a g i r l shou ld a c t : 

B l e s s you, ch i ld , when you s e t out to t h r e a d a n e e d l e , d o n ' t 
ho ld the t h r e a d s t i l l and f e t c h the n e e d l e up to it; hold the 
n e e d l e s t i l l and poke the t h r e a d a t i t ; t h a t ' s the way a w o m a n 
m o s t a l w a y s d o e s , but a m a n a l w a y s d o e s t ' o t h e r way . And 
when you t h r o w a t a r a t o r any th ing , h i t c h y o u r s e l f up a -
t ip toe and f e t c h y o u r hand up o v e r you r h e a d a s a w k w a r d a s 
you can , and m i s s y o u r r a t about s ix o r s e v e n f e e t . T h r o w 
s t i f f - a r m e d f r o m the s h o u l d e r , l ike t h e r e w a s a p ivo t t h e r e 
f o r it to t u r n on, l i ke a g i r l ; not f r o m the w r i s t and e lbow, 
wi th you r a r m out to one s i d e , l i k e , a boy. And, m i n d you, 
w h e n a g i r l t r i e s to c a t c h any th ing in h e r l a p she t h r o w s h e r 
k n e e s a p a r t ; she d o n ' t c l a p t h e m t o g e t h e r , the way you did 
w h e n you c a t c h e d the l u m p of l e a d . . . . Now t r o t a long to 

^ I b i d . , p . 66. 
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y o u r unc l e , . . . and if you get into t r o u b l e you send w o r d 
to M r s . Jud i th L o f t u s , wh ich is m e , and I ' l l do what I 
can to get you out of i t . 

Al though Huck did not have to s e e k M r s . L o f t u s ' he lp , the r e a d e r 

f e e l s a s s u r e d t h a t she would have h e l p e d h i m in any p o s s i b l e way . 

J u s t a s J a n e C l e m e n s w a s a l w a y s r e a d y to h e l p anyone in d i s t r e s s , 

so Jud i th L o f t u s w a s wi l l ing to a l l ow a young s t r a n g e r to r e m a i n in 

h e r h o m e and give h i m m o t h e r l y a d v i c e . 

A n o t h e r m o t h e r f i g u r e who r e s e m b l e s M r s . L o f t u s , and t h e r e -

f o r e J a n e C l e m e n s , w a s M r s . G r a n g e r f o r d . She a l s o wi l l i ng ly a c c e p t e d 

Huck in to h e r h o m e and to ld h i m he could s t a y a s long a s he wan ted ; 

l ike J a n e C l e m e n s , she h e l p e d anyone in d i s t r e s s o r n e e d . When Huck 

f i r s t a r r i v e d a t the G r a n g e r f o r d h o m e , M r s . G r a n g e r f o r d r e a l i z e d t h a t 

t he p o o r boy w a s we t and h u n g r y . She a r r a n g e d f o r Huck to have s o m e 

d r y c l o t h e s to w e a r and s o m e b u t t e r m i l k , c o r n p o n e , c o r n - b e e f , and 

b u t t e r to e a t . She w a s a t y p i c a l m o t h e r in t h a t she loved h e r c h i l d r e n 

d e e p l y and c a r e d f o r t h e m beyond any r e p r o a c h ; Huck w a s a c c e p t e d a s 

a n o t h e r ch i ld , and he w a s g iven "a h o m e t h e r e a s long a s I w a n t e d i t . " 

M r s . G r a n g e r f o r d w a s a l s o l ike J a n e C l e m e n s in t h a t she did no t 

q u e s t i o n h e r h u s b a n d about any. m a t t e r . She a c c e p t e d h i s be l ie f in the 

G r a n g e r f o r d - S h e p h e r d s o n f eud and , wi thou t c o m p l a i n t o r a r g u m e n t , even 

w a t c h e d h e r s o n s d ie . 

1 3 Ibid . , pp. 67-68. 
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Aunt Sally is a n o t h e r of T w a i n ' s m o t h e r i m a g e s in The 

A d v e n t u r e s of H u c k l e b e r r y F inn . She w a s T o m ' s m o t h e r ' s s i s t e r and 

Aunt P o l l y ' s s i s t e r and t h e r e f o r e T o m ' s aun t . When Huck wen t to the 

P h e l p s 1 h o m e to a t t e m p t to r e t r i e v e Nigge r J i m , he w a s m i s t a k e n f o r 

T o m S a w y e r . Aunt Sal ly w a s so happy to s e e h i m tha t she t h r e w h e r 

a r m s a r o u n d h i m and hugged h i m f o r wha t s e e m e d l ike h o u r s : 

She g r a b b e d m e and hugged m e t igh t ; and then g r i p p e d 
m e by both h a n d s and shook and shook; and the t e a r s 
c o m e in h e r e y e s , and r u n down o v e r ; and she c o u l d n ' t 
s e e m to hug and s h a k e enough, and k e p t s ay ing , "You 
d o n ' t look a s m u c h l i ke y o u r m o t h e r a s I r e c k o n e d you 
would; but l aw s a k e s , I d o n ' t c a r e f o r t ha t , I ' m so glad 
to s e e you! D e a r , d e a r , i t d o e s s e e m l ike I could e a t 
you u p ! " 1 4 

When T o m S a w y e r did a r r i v e , he p l a y e d the p a r t of Sid S a w y e r . Aunt 

Sa l ly w a s j u s t a s happy to s e e Sid a s she w a s to s e e T o m . She "hugged 

h i m and k i s s e d h i m o v e r and o v e r a g a i n , and t h e n t u r n e d h i m o v e r to the 

15 

old m a n , and he took wha t w a s l e f t . 11 Aunt Sa l ly p o u r e d a l l the love 

and a f f e c t i o n she had on the two b o y s . In the e s c a p a d e of J i m ' s e s c a p e 

both Huck and T o m w e r e " b e a t . " When Huck r e t u r n e d the n e x t m o r n i n g , 

Aunt Sa l ly w a s g r e a t l y r e l i e v e d to d i s c o v e r t h a t h e r " n e p h e w s " w e r e s a f e ; 

When we got h o m e Aunt Sal ly w a s t ha t g lad to s e e m e she 
l aughed and c r i e d both , and hugged m e , and give m e one 
of t h e m l i c k i n g s of h e r n t ha t d o n ' t a m o u n t to s h u c k s , and 
s a i d s h e ' d s e r v e Sid the s a m e when he c o m e . 

1 4 I b i d . , pp . 2 1 5 - 2 1 6 . 1 5 I b i d . , p . 224. 

1 6 I b i d . , p . 270. 
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When T o m did not r e t u r n tha t n ight , Aunt Sa l ly b e c a m e d i s t r e s s e d . 

The s c e n e in which she pu t s Huck to bed is a p a t h e t i c d e m o n s t r a t i o n of 

m o t h e r l y love . L i t t l e i m a g i n a t i o n is n e e d e d to r e p l a c e the*f i c t iona l 

Aunt Sal ly and Huck wi th the r e a l J a n e C l e m e n s and Sam: 

And then w h e n I went up to bed she c o m e up wi th m e and 
f e t c h e d h e r c a n d l e , and t u c k e d m e in, and m o t h e r e d m e 
so good I f e l t m e a n , and l ike I c o u l d n ' t look h e r in the 
f a c e ; and she s e t down on the bed and t a l k e d wi th m e 
a long t i m e , and sa id wha t a sp l end id boy Sid w a s , and 
d i d n ' t s e e m to wan t to e v e r s top t a lk ing about h i m ; and 
k e p t a s k i n g m e e v e r y now and t h e n if I r e c k o n e d he 
could " a " got l o s t , o r h u r t , o r m a y b e d r o w n d e d , and 
m i g h t be l ay ing a t t h i s m i n u t e s o m e w h e r e s s u f f e r i n g 
o r dead , and she no t by h i m to h e l p h i m , and so the t e a r s 
would d r i p down s i l e n t , and I would t e l l h e r t h a t Sid w a s 
a l l r i gh t , and would be h o m e in the m o r n i n g , s u r e ; and 
she would s q u e e z e m y hand , o r m a y b e k i s s m e , and t e l l 
m e to s ay it a g a i n and k e e p on s ay ing i t , bfec^ause it done 
h e r good, and she w a s in so m u c h t r o u b l e . 

Huck f e l t r e s t l e s s and gu i l ty t ha t n igh t when he s l i pped d o w n s t a i r s 

and. s a w Aunt Sa l ly s i t t i ng " t h e r e by h e r c a n d l e in the window wi th h e r 

18 

e y e s t o w a r d the r o a d and t h e t e a r s in t h e m . M When T o m w a s b r o u g h t 

h o m e wi th a bu l l e t wound, Aunt Sa l ly w a s d i s t r a u g h t wi th g r i e f . She 

w a t c h e d o v e r h i m day and night un t i l h i s f e v e r b r o k e . A f t e r T o m 

r e c o v e r e d and a f t e r Aunt P o l l y ' s a r r i v a l , T o m and Huck w e r e caugh t 

in t h e i r d e c e p t i o n . E v e n though Aunt Sa l ly d i s c o v e r e d t h a t Huck w a s 

no t h e r n e p h e w , she w a n t e d to adop t h i m . 

1 7 I b i d . , p . 273. 

1 8 I b i d . , p . 274. 



52 

Aunt Sal ly w a s d e f i n i t e l y a m o t h e r f i g u r e in Huck F i n n . She 

gave both T o m and Huck not only c a r e and a t t e n t i o n but a l s o m o t h e r l y 

love ; she even wan ted to adopt Huck, Beyond r e a s o n a b l e doubt M a r k 

Twain t r a n s f e r r e d to Aunt Sal ly t he m a t e r n a l love and s o l i c i t u d e of 

h i s own m o t h e r . 

The Gi lded Age, the m o t h e r f i g u r e is M r s . H a w k i n s , w h o 

r e s e m b l e s J a n e C l e m e n s e v e n m o r e t h a n the o t h e r m o t h e r i m a g e s 

b e c a u s e h e r h u s b a n d w a s a s i r r e s p o n s i b l e a b u s i n e s s m a n a s w a s 

John M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s , y e t n e i t h e r J a n e no r M r s . Hawkins e v e r 

c o m p l a i n e d about the m a n y b u s i n e s s and f i n a n c i a l f a i l u r e s t h e i r h u s -

b a n d s e x p e r i e n c e d . 

M r s . Hawkins w a s a l s o l ike J a n e C l e m e n s b e c a u s e both of t h e m 

n e v e r f a i l e d to h e l p s o m e o n e in need . M r s . Hawkins w a s p e r f e c t l y 

h a p p y to a c c e p t l i t t l e C lay into h e r h o m e a f t e r h i s own m o t h e r d ied ; 

M r , Hawkins b r o u g h t C lay h o m e wi thou t h i s w i f e ' s knowing it and a s k e d 

h e r if wha t he did w a s r i g h t : 

If you 've done w r o n g , Si Hawkins , i t ' s a w r o n g t ha t wi l l 
sh ine b r i g h t e r a t the j u d g m e n t day t han the r i g h t s t ha t 
m a n y a m a n h a s done b e f o r e you. And t h e r e i s n ' t any 
c o m p l i m e n t you c a n pay m e equa l to doing a th ing l ike 
t h i s and f i n i s h i n g it up, j u s t t ak ing it f o r g r a n t e d t h a t 
I ' l l be wi l l ing to i t . Wil l ing? C o m e to m e , you p o o r 

t m o t h e r l e s s bov, and l e t m e t a k e y o u r g r i e f and h e l p 
you c a r r y i t . * ' 

19 
M a r k Twa in and C h a r l e s D. W a r n e r , The Gi lded Age, I 

(New York , 1915), 17 -18 . 
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M r s . Hawkins t r i e d to c o n s o l e the boy in the l o s s of h i s m o t h e r ; 

she n h e l d h i m by the hand a t the g r a v e , and c r i e d wi th h i m and c o m f o r t e d 

h i m ; . . . t h i s n e w m o t h e r t ucked h i m in h i s bed . . . and c o a x e d h i m to 

t a lk about h i s t r o u b l e s , and then h e a r d h i m say h i s p r a y e r s and k i s s e d 

h i m good night , and l e f t h i m wi th the s o r e n e s s in h i s Hea r t a l m o s t 

20 
h e a l e d and h i s b r u i s e d s p i r i t a t r e s t . ff 

The day a f t e r C l a y ' s m o t h e r 1 s f u n e r a l , M r s . Hawkins 

c a m e aga in , and h e l p e d h i m to d r e s s , and c o m b e d h i s h a i r , 
and d r e w h i s m i n d away by d e g r e e s f r o m the d i s m a l y e s t e r -
day. . . . And a f t e r b r e a k f a s t t hey two wen t a l one to the 
g r a v e , and h i s h e a r t wen t out to h i s n e w f r i e n d and h i s 
un t augh t e l o q u e n c e p o u r e d the p r a i s e s of h i s b u r i e d idol 
into h e r e a r s wi thout l e t o r h i n d r a n c e . T o g e t h e r t hey 
p l a n t e d r o s e s by the h e a d b o a r d and s t r e w e d wi ld f l o w e r s 
upon the g r a v e ; and then t o g e t h e r t hey wen t away , hand 
in hand , and l e f t the dead to the long s l e e p tha t h e a l s a l l 
h e a r t a c h e s and ends a l l s o r r o w s . ^ 

M r s . Hawkins l oved Clay a s she did h e r own c h i l d r e n . A f t e r 

t hey had adop ted a n o t h e r ch i ld , a g i r l n a m e d L a u r a , M r . Hawkins a s k e d 

h i s w i fe if she , u n d e r c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s , wou ld p a r t wi th the c h i l d r e n . 

H e r r e p l y shows how d e e p h e r love w a s : 

Not f o r any th ing in the w o r l d . I love t h e m j u s t the s a m e 
a s I love m y own. They pe t m e and spo i l m e e v e n m o r e 
t h a n the o t h e r s do, I t h ink . 

C lay w a s a k ind and u n d e r s t and ing ch i ld . A f t e r M r . H a w k i n s ' 

death* he s u p p o r t e d h i s f a m i l y and h e l p e d t h e m in e v e r y way he cou ld . 

2 ° I b i d . , p . 18. 2 1 I b i d . 
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When L a u r a k i l l e d Colone l Selby, Clay w a s in A u s t r a l i a . He so ld h i s 

b u s i n e s s a t a l o s s and wen t back to the S ta t e s and h e a d e d f o r Hawkeye , 

w h e r e h is s t e p - m o t h e r and the r e s t of the h o u s e h o l d w e r e . C l a y ' s 

a r r i v a l w a s t i m e l y , f o r the f a m i l y w a s ye t to e x p e r i e n c e a n o t h e r t r a g e d y : 

But the g r e e t i n g and c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s w e r e h a r d l y f i n i s h e d 
when a l l the j o u r n a l s in the land c l a m o r e d the news# of 
L a u r a ' s m i s e r a b l e d e a t h . M r s . Hawkins w a s p r o s t r a t e d 
by t h i s l a s t blow, and it w a s we l l t ha t C lay w a s a t h e r 
s ide to s t a y h e r wi th c o m f o r t i n g w o r d s and t ake upon 
h i m s e l f the o r d e r i n g of the h o u s e h o l d wi th i t s b u r d e n of 
l a b o r s and c a r e s . " 

The P r i n c e and The P a u p e r is a n o t h e r nove l which c o n t a i n s a 

s i g n i f i c a n t m o t h e r - s o n r e l a t i o n s h i p . Tha t the young p r i n c e had no 

m o t h e r to t u r n to i s p o s s i b l y the a u t h o r ? s w a y of showing what a 

d e s p e r a t e s i t u a t i o n the young p r i n c e w a s in. His f a t h e r l oved h i m , 

but r e a l l y did not have t i m e f o r h i m o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s p r o b l e m s . 

The young p r i n c e found only one w o m a n , wi th t he e x c e p t i o n of T o m 

Canty 1 s m o t h e r , who s e e m e d i n t e r e s t e d in h i s w e l f a r e . When he w a s 

r u n n i n g a w a y f r o m the t r a m p s and John Canty , he found s h e l t e r and 

p r o t e c t i o n in a b a r n . The n e x t m o r n i n g , two l i t t l e g i r l s found h i m in 

t h e i r b a r n and took h i m to t h e i r m o t h e r : 

The c h i l d r e n ' s m o t h e r r e c e i v e d the k ing k ind ly and w a s fu l l 
of p i ty , * f o r h i s f o r l o r n cond i t ion and a p p a r e n t l y c r a z e d i n t e l l e c t 
t ouched h e r w o m a n l y h e a r t . She w a s a widow and r a t h e r p o o r ; 
c o n s e q u e n t l y she had s e e n t r o u b l e enough to e n a b l e h e r to f e e l 
f o r the u n f o r t u n a t e . She i m a g i n e d t ha t the d e m e n t e d boy had 

23 
M a r k Twain and C h a r l e s D. W a r n e r , The Gi lded Age , II 

(New York , 1915), 302. 
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w a n d e r e d away f r o m h i s f r i e n d s o r k e e p e r s , so she t r i e d to 
f ind out whence he had c o m e in o r d e r tha t she m i g h t t a k e 
m e a s u r e s to r e t u r n h i m . . . . 

Th i s p e a s a n t w o m a n took c a r e of the young p r i n c e even though 

he w a s r a g g e d , d i r t y , and a p p a r e n t l y d e m e n t e d . In th i s r e s p e c t she 

r e s e m b l e s J a n e C l e m e n s , who h e l p e d any f r i e n d o r s t r a n g e r , r e g a r d l e s s 

of h i s n e e d o r cond i t ion . The young boy had found only r e b u k e and 

d i s g u s t in the o t h e r peop le he had e n c o u n t e r e d a long h i s j o u r n e y of 

e s c a p e . In the p e a s a n t w o m a n , he found s o m e o n e who a c t u a l l y c a r e d 

about h i m ; she f ed h i m and gave h i m a p l a c e to s l e e p , a l t hough s h e 

had v e r y l i t t l e wi th wh ich to p r o v i d e f o r h e r own f a m i l y . 

T o m C a n t y ' s m o t h e r is .one of the two b e s t e x a m p l e s of a m o t h e r 

who s a c r i f i c e s h e r s e l f f o r h e r s o n ' s p r o t e c t i o n and w e l f a r e . M r s . 

C a n t y ' s h u s b a n d w a s a v i c i o u s , c r u e l m a n who did no t love h i s son o r 

any o t h e r m e m b e r of h i s f a m i l y . He bea t and c u r s e d T o m f o r not 

b r i n g i n g h o m e m o n e y "he had begged f o r , and o f t e n s e n t the p o o r p e a s a n t 

boy to bed wi thou t any food . T o m ' s m o t h e r p r o t e c t e d h e r son by t ak ing 

the b lows h e r s e l f : 

When he c a m e h o m e e m p t y - h a n d e d a t night , he k n e w h i s 
f a t h e r would c u r s e h i m and t h r a s h h i m f i r s t , and tha t 
when he w a s done the a w f u l g r a n d m o t h e r would do it a l l 
o v e r a g a i n and i m p r o v e on i t , and tha t away in the n ight 
h i s s t a r v i n g m o t h e r would s l i p to h i m s t e a l t h i l y wi th any 
m i s e r a b l e s c r a p o r c r u s t she had b e e n gible to s a v e f o r 
h i m by going h u n g r y h e r s e l f , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g she w a s 
o f t e n c a u g h t in t h a t s o r t of t r e a s o n and sound ly b e a t e n 
f o r it by h e r h u s b a n d . ^ 

2 4 I b i d . 2 5 I b i d . , p. 17. 
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When the P r i n c e of Wales found h imse l f in Tom Canty1 s home, 

his ident i ty m i s t a k e n for that of Tom Canty, he t r i e d to expla in who he 

was , This explanat ion only a n g e r e d John Canty and caused M r s . Canty . 

and Nan and Bet to think T o m had become insane : 

The m o t h e r fe l l on her knees be fo re the p r i nce , put' h e r 
hands upon his shou lde r s , and gazed yea rn ing ly into his 
f ace through h e r r i s i ng t e a r s . Then she said , l fO my 
poor boy! Thy foo l i sh read ing hath wrought i t s woeful 
work at l a s t and t a ' e n thy wit away. Ah! Why didst thou 
c leave to it when I so wa rned thee . 'gainst it? Thou ' s t 
b roke thy m o t h e r 1 s h e a r t . . . . M The woman sank back to a 
s i t t ing p o s t u r e on the f l oo r , and cover ing h e r eyes with he r 
hands , gave way to h e a r t b r o k e n sobs and wai l ings . ~ 

Af t e r f u r t h e r a r g u m e n t s with John Canty, the P r i n c e of Wales was s t r u c k 

by a blow f r o m Canty, which sent h i m s t agge r ing into the a r m s of M r s . 

Canty, ' 'who c lasped h i m to h e r b r e a s t and s h e l t e r e d h i m f r o m a pel t ing 

27 
r a i n of cuf fs and s laps by in te rpos ing her own p e r s o n . 11 

Tom Canty d i s c o v e r e d what happens to boys who defy or ignore 

the i r m o t h e r s when he rode in the roya l corona t ion p r o c e s s i o n . T o m ' s 

m o t h e r c a m e to the p a r a d e to see if t h e r e was a poss ib i l i ty that the 

young king might r e a l l y be h e r son. When M r s . Canty r a n up to Tom 

a f t e r having recogn ized h i m through his s t r a n g e g e s t u r e of shading his 

f ace with his p a l m outward , H she e m b r a c e d his leg, . . . cove red it with 

k i s s e s , and c r i ed , 'O m y child, my d a r l i n g ! ' l i f t ing toward h i m a f ace 

^ I b i d , , p. 56 

2 7Ibid. , p. 57. 
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that w a s t r a n s f i g u r e d wi th joy and l o v e . " 2 8 T o m Canty ' s only w o r d s 

w e r e "I do not know you, w o m a n ! " 2 9 T o m w a s so s t ruck by h i s own 

w o r d s that he w a s a s h a m e d and b r o k e n h e a r t e d ; h i s s t o l e n r o y a l t y no 

l o n g e r had any m e a n i n g for h i m . T o m ' s c o n s c i e n c e b o t h e r e d h i m g r e a t l y , 

and he did not e v e n no t i ce the p e o p l e who l i n e d the s t r e e t s to s e e h i m . 

A f t e r m u c h t r i a l and a r g u m e n t , T o m Canty and the P r i n c e of W a l e s 

w e r e p r o p e r l y ident i f i ed : 

The proud and happy T o m Canty r o s e and k i s s e d the k ing s 
hand, and w a s conduc ted f r o m the p r e s e n c e . He did not 
w a s t e any t i m e , but f l e w to h i s m o t h e r to t e l l h e r and Nan 
and Be t a l l about it and ge t t h e m to h e l p h i m enjoy the g r e a t 

30 
news. 

Jane C l e m e n s 1 i n f l u e n c e i s c l e a r l y m a n i f e s t in The P r i n c e and 

The P a u p e r . M r s . Canty i s a s u n s e l f i s h and d e v o t e d a m o t h e r a s Jane 

C l e m e n s w a s . She l o v e d h e r son in p o v e r t y and in w e a l t h , and he , in 

turn, g a v e h e r h i s l o v e and c a r e . 

Thi s s a m e type of m o t h e r - s o n r e l a t i o n s h i p i s p r e s e n t in 

P u d d ' n h e a d W i l s o n . In t h i s n o v e l , Roxana, a c o l o r e d s l a v e , i s the 

m o t h e r of T h o m a s a B e c k e t D r i s c o l l ; h o w e v e r , she e x c h a n g e d h e r son 

for a wh i t e m a n ' s s o n who would s o m e d a y i n h e r i t g r e a t w e a l t h . Roxana 

w a s w i l l i n g to s a c r i f i c e the p l e a s u r e of hav ing h e r own s o n wi th h e r in 

o r d e r that he m i g h t h a v e m o r e m a t e r i a l a d v a n t a g e s in h i s l i f e . H o w e v e r , 

2 8 I b i d . , 182. 2 9 M 1 -

3 0 I b i d . , p. 202 . 
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wi thou t knowing it, Roxy w a s c a u s i n g h e r son to g r o w f a r t h e r and 

f a r t h e r a w a y f r o m h e r . T o m , a s he w a s soon c a l l e d , wen t to l ive wi th 

h i s aun t and u n c l e , M r . and M r s . York D r i s c o l l , a f t e r P e r c y D r i s c o l l 

d ied . 

Young T o m k e p t h i s r e a l m o t h e r in h e r p l a c e by m a k i n g h e r 

s a y " S i r " to h i m and c o n s t a n t l y r e m i n d i n g h e r t ha t she w a s only a 

s l a v e . Once he even s t r u c k Roxy: 

He s t r u c k m e , en I w a r n ' t no way to b l a m e - - s t r u c k m e 
in de f a c e , r i g h t b e f o r e f o l k s . En h e ' s a l ' a y s c a l l i n ' 
m e n i g g e r - w e n c h , en h u s s y , en a l l d e m m e a n n a m e s , 
w h e n I ' s doin de v e r y b e s ' I k in . Oh, L o r d , I done so 
m u c h f o r h i m - - I l i f t 1 h i m a w a y up to wha t he i s - - e n 
d i s i s wha t I gi t f o r i t . 

When T o m w a s n i ce to h i s m o t h e r , she f o r g a v e h i m a l l the m a n y 

m e a n th ings he had done to h e r : " . . . a l l h e r s o r e p l a c e s w e r e h e a l e d , 

and s h e w a s happy ; happy and p r o u d , f o r t h i s w a s h e r son, h e r n i g g e r 

son, l o r d i n g it a m o n g the w h i t e s and s e c u r e l y a v e n g i n g t h e i r c r i m e s 

32 

a g a i n s t h e r r a c e . " T o m w a s i m p u d e n t to Roxy un t i l she to ld h i m tha t 

he w a s h e r son; he t h e n a p p e a r e d to be k ind to h e r , but he soon so ld h e r 

down the r i v e r . When Roxy r a n away f r o m h e r m a s t e r , she c a m e back 

and to ld T o m a g a i n who she w a s . His b e h a v i o r s e e m e d to i m p r o v e a g a i n , 

but t h i s t i m e , he killed* Judge D r i s c o l l whi le a t t e m p t i n g to s t e a l m o n e y . 

3 * M a r k Twain , P u d d ' n h e a d Wi l son (New York , 1964), p . 24. 

3 2 Ibid. 
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The two boys 1 i d e n t i t i e s w e r e f i na l l y s t r a i g h t e n e d out , and R o x y ' s son 

w a s c o n v i c t e d of m u r d e r and e v e n t u a l l y so ld down the r i v e r . 

E v e n though Roxy c a u s e d both h e r s e l f and h e r son to have a 

l i f e f i l l ed wi th m i s e r y , she a t t e m p t e d to m a k e the s u p r e m e m a t e r n a l 

s a c r i f i c e by p l a c i n g h e r son in the e n v i r o n m e n t and w e a l t h of a r e s p e c t e d 

f a m i l y . Roxy loved h e r son v e r y m u c h and did not r e c e i v e any r e c i p r o c a l 

f e e l i n g f r o m h e r son, Roxy did r e c e i v e love and c a r e f r o m the boy 

w h o m she r a i s e d a s h e r son: 

The young f e l l ow upon w h o m she had i n f l i c t e d t w e n t y - t h r e e 
y e a r s of s l a v e r y con t inued the f a l s e h e i r ' s p e n s i o n of t h i r t y -
f i v e d o l l a r s a m o n t h to h e r , but h e r h u r t s w e r e too d e e p f o r 
m o n e y to h e a l ; the s p i r i t in h e r eye w a s q u e n c h e d , h e r 

m a r t i a l b e a r i n g d e p a r t e d wi th i t , and the vo ice of h e r l a u g h t e r 
c e a s e d in the l and . In h e r c h u r c h and i t s a f f a i r s she found 
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h e r only s o l a c e . 

Thus we l e a r n t ha t , l i ke J a n e C l e m e n s , Roxy found h e r f i n a l s o l a c e in 

r e l i g i o n . 

Of T w a i n ' s m a j o r n o v e l s , only one , A C o n n e c t i c u t Yankee in 

King A r t h u r * s C o u r t , d o e s no t have a m o t h e r - s o n r e l a t i o n s h i p . Sandy 

is the one c h a r a c t e r in the n o v e l who is m o s t c a p a b l e of showing h e r 

m a t e r n a l i n s t i n c t s , ye t she h a s no son . H o w e v e r , j u s t ^ s the Yankee 

r e a l i z e d how m u c h he n e e d e d Sandy, so S a m u e l C l e m e n s k n e w tha t he 

m u s t have Livy , one of h i s f , o t h e r n m o t h e r s , in o r d e r to l ive happ i ly . 

In t h i s r e s p e c t M a r k Twa in p o r t r a y e d Sandy a s a s u b s t i t u t e m o t h e r 

f i g u r e , a r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h r e s e m b l e d h i s own r e l a t i o n s h i p wi th L ivy . 

33 
Ibid. , p . 142. 
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CONCLUSION 

J a n e L a m p t o n C l e m e n s w a s an e n e r g e t i c and v i v a c i o u s w o m a n 

who w a s d e s c e n d e d f r o m a long l ine of s t u r d y p i o n e e r s . She w a s 

a l w a y s m a d e to r e a l i z e the i m p o r t a n c e of be ing s t r o n g in t i m e s of 

d i s t r e s s , hav ing a good e d u c a t i o n , and hav ing w o r t h y a m b i t i o n s . J a n e ' s 

m o t h e r d ied when she w a s t h i r t e e n ; t h e r e f o r e , J a n e did not have a 

m a t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e d u r i n g an age w h e n s h e n e e d e d h e r m o t h e r m o s t . 

But f r o m h e r g r a n d p a r e n t s and f r o m h e r f a t h e r J a n e l e a r n e d h e r s o c i a l 

h a b i t s , h e r a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s l a v e r y and r e l i g i o n , and h e r t e n d e n c y to be 

o u t s p o k e n and the d e f e n d e r of the o p p r e s s e d o r n e e d y . 

J a n e ' s m a r r i a g e to John M a r s h a l l C l e m e n s w a s one which w a s 

no t conduc ive to the n o r m a l p s y c h o l o g i c a l and e m o t i o n a l g r o w t h of an 

i n t e l l i g e n t , c r e a t i v e boy, such a s S a m u e l , the t h i r d son . L i t t l e s y m -

pa thy e x i s t e d b e t w e e n John M a r s h a l l and Sam, John M a r s h a l l w a s n e v e r 

a s u c c e s s f u l b u s i n e s s m a n , and S a m had to look to h i s m o t h e r f o r s t a b i l i t y 

and e n c o u r a g e m e n t . F r o m h e r he a l s o o b t a i n e d h i s b a s i c a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d 

r e l i g i o n , s l a v e r y , a n i m a l s , and the o p p r e s s e d ; h i s t e m p e r a m e n t , love of 

r e d , c u r i o s i t y , i m p u l s i v e e m o t i o n , and h i s u n c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y he a l s o 

r e c e i v e d f r o m h i s m o t h e r . 
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J a n e ' s i n f l u e n c e on S a m w a s so s t r o n g t h a t he s e a r c h e d f o r the 

s a m e type of l e a d e r s h i p q u a l i t i e s in o t h e r w o m e n . In M r s . F a i r b a n k s 

and in L ivy , S a m u e l C l e m e n s found t h e s e p r o t o t y p e s : the one he l o o k e d 

to a s a m o t h e r and the o t h e r he m a r r i e d . M r s . F a i r b a n k s g a v e S a m 

c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m on h i s p e r s o n a l h a b i t s , h i s a p p e a r a n c e , a n d 

a l s o on h i s w r i t i n g . B e s i d e s b e i n g h i s w i f e , L i v y w a s a n o t h e r m o t h e r 

to S a m . She e d i t e d h i s w r i t i n g a n d s t o p p e d h i s d r i n k i n g . S a m a n d L i v y 

l o v e d e a c h o t h e r i m m e n s e l y , a n d e a c h had d e e p a d m i r a t i o n f o r t h e o t h e r . 

B e c a u s e of h i s own m o t h e r , M r s . F a i r b a n k s , a n d L i v y , S a m u e l C l e m e n s 

t h o u g h t of w o m e n a s " t h e b o r n m e n t o r s of the m a l e . 

J a n e C l e m e n s i n f l u e n c e d not on ly S a m u e l C l e m e n s the m a n bu t 

a l s o M a r k T w a i n the w r i t e r . The m o s t i m p o r t a n t i n f l u e n c e J a n e C l e m e n s 

h a d on h e r son c a n be s e e n in h i s n o v e l s . T w a i n p o r t r a y e d a l l t he 

m o t h e r s o r m o t h e r f i g u r e s a s k i n d , l o v i n g , and u n d e r s t a n d i n g w o m e n . 

T h e r e a d e r c a n e x p e c t to f i n d w o m e n who a r e c a p a b l e of s a c r i f i c i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s o r a n y t h i n g t h e y h a v e f o r t h e i r s o n s ; t h e m o t h e r s a r e a s 

k i n d a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g a s t h e f a t h e r s a r e c o l d , u n l o v i n g m e n . E a c h 

m o t h e r in T w a i n ' s m a j o r n o v e l s l o v e s h e r s o n b e y o n d a n y d o u b t . Aunt 

P o l l y , t h e Widow D o u g l a s , M r s . G r a n g e r f o r d , M r s . J u d i t h L o f t u s , 

M r s . H a w k i n s , M r s . C a n t y , t h e p e a s a n t w o m a n in The P r i n c e a n d T h e 

P a u p e r , and R o x a n a e x p r e s s t h e i r l o v e a n d d e v o t i o n to t h e i r s o n s . Bu t 

* Dixon W e c t e r , S a m C l e m e n s of H a n n i b a l ( B o s t o n , 1952), p . 176. 
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the u l t i m a t e m o t h e r i s Roxana , a N e g r o s l ave who s a c r i f i c e d the p l e a s u r e 

of r a i s i n g h e r own son so t ha t he could have m o n e y and o t h e r m a t e r i a l 

b e n e f i t s . T w a i n ' s u l t i m a t e f a t h e r f i g u r e w a s N i g g e r J i m , and h i s u l t i -

m a t e m o t h e r f i g u r e w a s Roxana , a l s o a N e g r o s l a v e . T h r o u g h t h e s e two 

c h a r a c t e r s , Twain i m p l i e s tha t peop le who have had d i f f i c u l t y t h r o u g h -

out t h e i r l i v e s a r e m o r e s e n s i t i v e , lov ing , and u n d e r s t a n d i n g of o t h e r s . 

N igge r J i m and Roxana had a l w a y s b e e n s l a v e s and had e x p e r i e n c e d 

m a n y h a r d s h i p s . They knew wha t it m e a n t to s e r v e , to s a c r i f i c e , and 

to s u f f e r , and they wan ted t h e i r " s o n s " to l ive b e t t e r l i v e s . 

B e c a u s e of J a n e C l e m e n s 1 love and devo t ion to h e r son S a m u e l , 

h i s n o v e l s show h e r i n f l u e n c e in .the m a n y m o t h e r s o r m o t h e r f i g u r e s 

w h o m he c r e a t e d in t h e m . Many c r i t i c s have d i s c u s s e d J a n e and Sam, 

but D e L a n c e y F e r g u s o n a p p e a r s to be the only one who h a s even h in t ed 

a t the s c o p e of t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p . It i s a p p a r e n t t ha t S a m u e l C l e m e n s 

w a s s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by h i s m o t h e r in h i s p e r s o n a l i t y , a p p e a r a n c e , 

and b e l i e f s ; but of g r e a t e r i m p o r t a n c e i s the i n f l u e n c e she e x e r t e d on 

the l i t e r a r y c r e a t i o n s of M a r k Twain . 
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