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CHAPTER 1 

f l l BACKGROUND 

No Incident of the chaotic Russian Revolution of 191? 

has received more varied or impassioned i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s than 

the enigmatic Kornilov A f f a i r , The a f f a i r concerned the 

e f f o r t s of a conservative group of pol i t ic ian© and a ray 

o f f i c e r s , led by the Supreme Commander of the Russian array, 

to replace the v a c i l l a t i n g Provisional Government of revolu-

t ionary Russia with a stronger regime. Alexander Kerensky, 

Prime Minister of the Provisional Government and one of the 

main pro tagonis t s in the a f f a i r , has stubbornly clung to the 

idea tha t the incident was de l ibe ra t e ly planned by counter-

revolutionary groups behind the Supreme Commander, and tha t 

i t provided the turning point of the revolut ion. In h i s book, 

ffgfilttle &SL Bolshevism, he claims tha t without t h i s r ebe l l ion , 

the Provisional Government could have weathered the p o l i t i o a l 

storms of the l a t e summer of 19t? and saved Russia from the 

Bolsheviks. 

More objec t ive views see the inc ident a s merely one of 

a s e r i e s of c r i s e s facing the Provisional Government, which 

was i l l -p repa red to meet a c r i s i s of any kind. Regardless of 

*™ * f i * * a n d * r K # r ensky, J& Bolshevism, (lew Toxic, 
1919} 103# 



the final results of the affair, historians and participants 

alike disagree on the fasts of the case. They disagree on 

whether the affair was a deliberately planned attempt to 

overthrow the Provisional Government and set up a military 

dictatorship, or just a mlsunderstanding between Kerensky 

and Kornllov. Neither can the experts agree on the ultimate 

motives of either of the main character®, or on the relative 

importance of the many other persons Involved in the Incident. 

Finally, no one has proved beyond doubt who was actually 

responsible for the episode. 

On the surface, the incident possessed all the character-

istics of a ooUP d'etat on the part of an Insurgent aray 

general and certain right wing groups against the democratic 

revolutionary civil government of Bussla. Wlthin four days, 

however, the rebellion crumbled completely, lest from the 

opposition of the Provisional Government than from its own 

inherent weakness and blundering. Pextiaps the whole matter 

would have been forgotten if the Provisional Government, 

believing itself the victor In putting down the rebellion, 

had not appointed a special commission to Investigate the 

affair. The Investigation produced a mass of conflicting 

evidence and touched off a atorm of controversy which ha® not 

been resolved to this day. 

The Kornllov Affair happened late in the summer of 1917, 

during the waning days of the Provisional Government. Some 

understanding of the preceding events is necessary to set the 

scene for the affair Itself. 



The advent of World War I found Sussia i l l - p r e p a r e d 

f o r the r o l e she was ca l l ed to p l a y . In s p i t e of the f a c t 

that the army had been completely reorganized fo l l owing the 

Suss©-Japanese War. There was much popular support f o r the 

war, however, from both the mi l i tary and c i v i l i a n population, 

and the serious p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t between the Duma and the 

Tsar almost vanished in an outburst of p a t r i o t i s m which united 

a l l Russians. t he only except ions were a small group of Bol-

sheviks who were qu ick ly ex i l ed . From the beginning of the 

war the fiueslan l o s s e s were staggering. In addi t ion , the 

p o l i t i c a l s i tua t ion a t home became more unsat i s fac tory each 

day, with the d i s s o l u t e Rasputin and the autocrat ic Bnpress 

Alexandra i n t e r f e r i n g in the government in every poss ib le way. 

Despite a s l i g h t recovery during the winter of 1915-1 916, the 

s i t u a t i o n rapidly became i n t o l e r a b l e . Government scandals, 

rapidly soaring i n f l a t i o n , railroad and communication problems, 

and s e r i ous food and f u e l sho r t ages were only a few of the 

problems fac ing the already h e l p l e s s and corrupt government. 

Daring the winter of 1916-1917 d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n , grew rapidly and 

the frustrated population began to protest with an increasing 

number of s t r i k e s and demonstrations. Both the array and the 

c i v i l i a n population were ripe f o r revolut ion. 

In s p i t e of a l l these problems and a l l the talk about 

the i n e v i t a b i l i t y of the revolut ion, when i t came i t was a 

completely spontaneous and l e a d e r l e s s even t . I t began on 



March 8 , 2 a lmost unno t i c ed , among the weary women i n food l i n e s 

l a Petrograd; was aided by a demonst ra t ion of t h e workers of 

t h e g i a n t Put i lov Wo A s l a t h e suburbs , and soon grew to over-

whelming proportions. The demonstrations continued through 

the next four days. The government was unable to put down the 

crowds with troops , f o r most of the s o l d i e r s of the Petrograd 

garrison q.uickly joined the revolut ion themselves. By the 

evening of March 12, the revolut ion was i n f u l l control of 

Petrograd. The r e s t of the I teplre capi tu lated quickly* there 

was almost no re s i s tance from the imperial government. The 

t o t t e r i n g hulk needed only a shove to co l lapse comple te ly . 

The people had given I t that shove. 

The Imperial Duma had been In s e s s ion when t h e disorders 

began, but on March 12 the Tsar ordered i t s d i s s o l u t i o n . Al -

though the Duma obeyed the order, the members met i n u n o f f i c i a l 

s e s s i o n s where they organized a committee to re s tore order and 

deal with the events of the revolut ion . At the same time, 

revolutionary leaders in other parts of the c i t y began the 

e l e c t i o n of a Soviet of Workers' Deputies, l a t e r to be joined 

by de legates from the garrison regiments. On March 16 the 

Provis ional Government took o f f i c e . This government grew 

out of the emergency committee formed by the Duma and was the 

o f f i c i a l government of the country. I t was soon recognized 

2ln 191? Russia s t i l l fol lowed the O l d - s t y l e Calendar , 
which i s th i r teen days e a r l i e r than the New-Style. The dates 
i n t h i s t h e s i s have been changed to correspond with t h e lew-
S ty l e Calendar. 



by most fore ign power® and claimed supreme a u t h o r i t y u n t i l 

a const i tuent assembly could meet to form a c o n s t i t u t i o n and 

a permanent government. The Petrograd Sov ie t , on t he o t h e r 

hand, m& a l o o s e l y cons t ruc ted lower c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

body led by the more l i b e r a l elements I n Russia, which cha l -

lenged the Government1s claim®. Throughout the summer of the 

revolut ion, these two bodies viewed each other in an atmos-

phere of suspicion and d i s t r u s t . They const i tuted a Dual 

Power in Russia, n e i t h e r one nor the other being strong enough 

or s e l f - c o n f i d e n t enough to get the s i tua t ion in hand. 

I t soon became evident that the new government did not 

In f a c t possess real authori ty . I t s f i r s t decree was w r i t t e n 

under pressure from the Soviet . The decree declared a general 

amnesty f o r a l l p o l i t i c a l , re l ig ious .and m i l i t a r y pr i soners , 

freedom of speech and of the press , and freedom f o r unions and 

s t r i k e s . I t abolished a l l s o c i a l , r e l i g i o u s , and nat ional 

d i s t i n c t i o n ® , ca l l ed f o r the summoning of a const i tuent a s -

sembly, se t up a people 's m i l i t i a to replace the p o l i c e , ca l l ed 

f o r e l e c t i o n s baaed on u n i v e r s a l su f frage , and gave s o l d i e r s 

the same r ights as c i v i l i a n s when not in a c t i v e s e r v i c e . 3 in 

short , i t made Russia the most democratic and f r e e nation in 

Surope. Kelther the government nor the Soviet seemed to con-

s ider f o r a moment that Russia bad no experience at democracy 

, March 16, 191T* as quoted In Frank A l f r ed 
Golder, 2 l ,

 1?27)» 308-O, 
__ - o a s a i i l m , a l felling, (»ew fork, Also, Alexander Kerenslcy 

1934), 296-7. 
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and that freedom to these long suppressed people meant no 

r e s t r a i n t at all. If there were voices of d i ssen t among the 

more einservatlve members of the Government, they were quickly 

silenced by the Soviet. 

In spite of the fact that this declaration was a com* 

promise between the Soviet and the Provisional Government, 

the Soviet issued another declarat ion without the knowledge 

or approval of the Provisional Government. This was the 

notorious Order Ho. 1» which many members of the government 

and the army s t a f f claimed was the pr inc ipal agent of destruction 

of the Busslan aiay.^ fh® order called f o r soldier's commit-

tee® v i r t u a l control over the aimed f o r ce s . Each detachment 

was Ins t ructed to obey the orders of the mi l i t a ry commission 

of the s t a t e Duma only i f those orders did not contradict the 

orders of the Soviet. Saluting and o ther fo rma l i t i e s between 

officers and mm were aboil shed, and the political control of 

the army was placed squarely in the hands of the Soviet. 

I t was plain t ha t the balance of the Dual Power lay with 

the Soviet# although lack of p o l i t i c a l experience and i n t e rna l 

distention prevented them fro® seizing complete control , f^e 

Provisional Government was Indispensable to the Soviet because 

i t was a t least the nominally recognised authority f o r the 

country. But the Provisional Government i t s e l f was hampered 

by the Inexperience of Its members as well as by the constant 

^Alexander lereasky, fhe Catastrophe (Hew fork, 1927), 
t m -64. 



interference of the S o v i e t . Most of t h e members of the f i r s t 

cabinet, o r g a n i z e d under P r i n c e George Lvov, Zemstvo l e a d e r 

and p r o b a b l y t h e l e a s t c o n t r o v e r s i a l f i g u r e In B u s s l a a t t h e 

t i m e , w e r e members of t h e Kadet p a r t y , 5 They a t t e m p t e d t o 

apply the principles of European constitutionalism to revolu-

tionary Russia with d i s a s t r o u s results. They were not to 

realize their mistake until much later. The peculiar strength 

of the Soviet lay in the faot that it had much closer contact 

w i t h the masses than did the Government. Soon after the 

revolution every village and hamlet had formed its own soviet. 

The method of election to these bodies varied greatly, but 

at least the s o v i e t ® offered some semblance of representation 

to the eager populace. 

The miraculous alliance which had been formed between 

the S o v i e t and the Duma t o depose l i c h o l a s II began t o c rumble 

almost immediately, and the Provisional Government was denied 

a s t a b l e political b a s i s a t t h e o u t s e t . While t h e government 

was f o r c e d t o w r e s t l e w i t h the g r a v e p r o b l e m s i n h e r i t e d f rom 

the corrupt and inefficient autocracy - food shortages, war, 

a g r a r i a n and l a b o r unrest, p r i c e inflation - it a l s o became 

the center of a struggle for power between the revolutionary 

factions. In Maroh, 1917, the politically articulate segment 

of the Russian population could be divided into several groups, 

On the right we re the s o - c a l l e d b o u r g e o i s p a r t i e s a round which 

SiCadet was the popular name for the Constitutional Demo-
cratic Party. 
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clustered all the asm-socialist elements. Represented in this 

group were the leading members of the Duma, the bureaucrats, 

the commercial and industrial Interests, and the military 

organizations. Their contradictory political aspirations 

covered the whole spectrum between the liberal conservatism 

of the Constitutional Democrats to the reactionary con-

servatism of the monarchical Ootobrlsts.^ The most reac-

tionary groups were, for the moment, leaderless and silent. 

The remaining non-socialists were therefore led by the Con-

stitutional Democrats, a small but vocal group of university 

professors and other professionals whose political and eco-

nomic philosophy was in the tradition of nineteenth century 

liberalism. In the Provisional Government, the Kadets exer-

cised a political sway far out of proportion to the interests 

of the bourgeoisie, but their members also monopolized the 

majority of the ministerial seats to the extent that the 

terms "Provisional Government" and "Kadets* were almost 

synonymous during the early part of the revolution. 

As for a specific politi cal program., the Kadets defended 

private property, moderate social change, and parliamentary 

government. They looked upon a constitutional monarchy as 

the most workable means of implementing their program and 

favored the continuation of the war with a goal of territorial 

annexation in the Balkans. 

^Paul Millukov, iaisla Today and Tomorrow. (lew York 
1922J,28. ' 



In the ©enter of the p o l i t i c a l scheme wa® the Social 

Revolutionary party, which, in spit® of i t s r ad ica l sounding 

name, favored a moderate, c o n s t i t u t i o n a l government. The SH*s 

were agrar ian s o c i a l i s t s rather than Marxist p r o l e t a r i a n 

s o c i a l i s t s , and u n t i l September they hald a voting majority 

in the Soviet . Alexander Xerensky was a member of the SR 

pa r ty , although he was not very c lose to the pa r ty . 

On the l e f t stood the Social Democrat!c Par ty , divided 

i n t o two main groups. The leashevlk®, or moderate members of 

the party, were more numerous than the Bolsheviks, but laclced 

the coherence and d i sc ip l ine of the wore r ad i ca l group. The 

Bolsheviks were the smallest organized p o l i t l c a l party in 

Sussla , but d e l i b e r a t e l y so, f o r they conceived of themselves 

as an e l i t e corps of leaders firmly dedicated to revolutionary 

principles . Of a l l the rival groups, the Bolsheviks alone 

thought of victory in terms of complete elimination of a l l 

other p a r t i e s . The Bolshevik program was both cons i s t en t 

and violents the soolal revolution with i t s dictatorship of 

the proletariat could only be realized through the complete 

destruction of capitalism and a l l i t s trimmings. Lenin wrote, 

"Hie replacement of the bourgeois by the proletarian s t a t e 
«7 

I s impossible without a v iolent revolution. His l eadersh ip 

of the pa r ty a f t e r h i s return fro® e x i l e In April gave s t rength 

and direction to the party program. 

?¥.X. Lenin, fgmxti UUL M S l » OL ?QJSX* 
° l 1211.; g a m x m jg i i , M M M £&& tote M r X X I 

of ffgllt&tffg, jtelkf* translated by Molssaye J . 01 gin (Hew York, 
1932}, B o o k I I , 166. 
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In such a d i s u n i t e d atmosphere t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Government 

faced t h r e e ba s i c t a s k s t t h e r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e de^ 

stroked Machinery of s t a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n 

of the war , and the problems of s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l reform 
ft 

which had a r i s e n fro® t h e c o l l a p s e of t h e monarchy. The 

f i r s t pe r iod of the r e v o l u t i o n , fro® l a r c h u n t i l J u l y , found 

the government unde r t ak ing a tremendous amount of l e g i s l a t i o n , 

g i v i n g I t , on the su rgace , t h e a s p e c t of i n t e n s e and con?* 

s t ruc t !ve a c t i v i t y . A c t u a l l y , t h i s a c t i v i t y I s rendered l e e s 

impor tan t fey t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t much of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n 

was merely a s e r i e s of end less laws l e g a l i z i n g a l r e a d y spon-

t aneous ly e s t a b l i s h e d f a c t s . ^ f h e government was n e i t h e r a 

f r e e a g e n t , no r an e f f e c t i v e one. 

The f i r s t c r i s i s f a c i n g t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Government was 

i n t h e f i e l d of f o r e i g n p o l i c y . At f i r s t t h e Government took 

the p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e r e v o l u t i o n had made no change i n l u s s l a ' s 

f o r e i g n p o l i c y , f h e Foreign M i n i s t e r , Baul Mlliukov, espoused 

t h e t heo ry t h a t t h e r e v o l u t i o n was p r i m a r i l y a p r o t e s t a g a i n s t 

t h e f a i l u r e of t h e I m p e r i a l government t o o rgan ize t h e count ry 

f o r w a r . 1 0 This i d e a , though warmly accepted by the A l l i e s , 
6 
Alexander Eerensky, "The P r o v i s i o n a l Government of 

{July M E M Q V f m XI, Xe. 31 

E. Mosse, " I n t e r l u d e , t he Susslan P r o v i s i o n a l 
Government of 1917," SOXUI SlitiLUfi., XV, No. 4 ( A p r i l , 1964), 
410. 

1 ^Michael T. F l o r l n s k v , II.BMXT Skill JUL InJbftSr 
P r a W l m < * • * * o j * , 1 9 5 8 } , I I , 1 3 7 5 . 
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was f a r from t h e a c t u a l t r u t h . The war did play an Impor tan t 

p a r t I n t h e motivation of t he revolut ion, but t h e t r u t h was 

t h a t t h e Russian a m y was demoralized and simply did no t wish 

to con t inue f i g h t i n g . Composed l a r g e l y of p e a s a n t s , t he army 

had quickly l o s t i t® enthusiasm f o r war , and was obsessed 

wi th on ly one i d e a l peace and to r e t u r n t o t h e i r f a m e , 

.Chief among t h e o b j e c t i v e s of Mil iukov's fore ign p o l i c y 

were the continuation of the war and the annexation of Con-

s tant inop le , The s o c i a l i s t s , however, p a r t i c u l a r l y those «ho 

dominated the Sovie t , f e l t t h a t the war was e a s e a t l a l l y im-

p e r i a l i s t i c In c h a r a c t e r and demanded an e a r l y peace* On 

March 27, the Soviet i s sued a "Manifesto to the Peoples of 

the World," c a l l i n g on them to oppose the annexat ionis t 

p o l i c i e s of t h e i r governments,** Even though the m a n i f e s t o 

touched o f f demonstration® f o r peace i n P e t r o g r a d , Miliukov 

commented i n a press interview on April 5 that the annexation 

on Constantinople and the S t r a i t s , a s wel l as the l i b e r a t i o n 

of the S l av ic peoples of Austria-Hungary, were among the war 

alms of the new government J 2 The interview c r ea t ed a sen-

sa t ion , The fo l l owing day the Provis ional Government i ssued 

a statement to the e f f e c t that Miliukov was expressing only 

h i s pe r sona l opinions and not t hose of the P r o v i s i o n a l Gov-

ernment. A f t e r long n e g o t i a t i o n s "between t he Provis ional 

1 1 I z v e s t l i a . March 28, 191?, as quoted i n ©older, 325-6. 

*2Reich. April 3 , 1917, as quoted i n Alexander Kerensky 
and l ^ b e r t Browder ( eds . h jhg, Russfrap jmnMuMk flffiVfiPMMBrt, 
a t 1917 (Stanford, 1963) 1117 1196. 
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Soverraieat and the Sovie t , accompanied by vacs demonstrat ions 

of unprecedented vlolenoe toy support e re of both t i d e s of the 

ques t i on , o rde r was r e s t o r e d , but the reorgan iza t ion of the 

government was impera t ive . Kil iukov s tubbornly mainta ining 

hi a own po l loy , was forced to resign.1-* Hie r e s igna t i on was 

preceded by t h a t of the Min i s t e r of War, A. I , Gutchkov, 

another member of the cab ine t who was considered anathema 

by the Soviet beoause of h i s e a r l y a t tempt to r e t a i n the toon* 

a rchy . ^ th these two members out of the way, the path was 

open f o r the Soviet t o Join the government, but they did not 

lamedia te ly s e i ze the oppor tun i ty , Under continued p ressure 

from the government and growing pub l i c c r l t l o i s m , the Soviet 

a t l a s t agreed to allow i t s members t o accept p o s i t i o n s In 

the c a b i n e t , and a new government was f o r a e d . The new co-

a l i t i o n cabine t was oomposed of s ix s o c i a l i s t and n ine non-

s o c i a l i s t m i n i s t e r s , each of them respons ib le to the p a r t i e s 

they rep resen ted . In tersis of p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y , the new 

cab ine t was hard ly any improvement over i t s p redecessor . Al-

though the r e s i g n a t i o n s of Gutchkov and Mlliukov removed two 

of the most unpopular members of the c a b i n e t , the c o n f l i c t 

between the Soviet and the Provis iona l Government was merely 

t r a n s f e r r e d within the conf ines of the min i s t ry i t s e l f . The 

""Iraki! K. T s e r e t e l l l , uReminiscences of the February 
Hevolutlonl The Apr i l C r i s i s , " The Russian Retrlfiw. XIV ( t955) , 
185. Actua l ly Millukov was o f f e r e d the p o r t f o l i o o f Minis te r 
of Education, but re fused t o accept t h i s demotion. See ?, B. 
S tankevi tch , Vtt»B,QBi»anUft, »• Quoted i n Browder and Kereneky, 
M s m m M * n » ^268. 
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Dual Power was over in name only, The Kadet party continued 

to dominate the ministry, and Prince Lvov continued a® Prims 

Minister, but the real leader of the government was Alexander 

Kerensky« Kerensky was Minister of Justice in the first 

cabinet, and in the new coalition he advanced to the position 

of Minister of War. 



CHAPTER I I 

KERBS SKY* S RISK TO POWER 

The most s p e c t a c u l a r member of t h e Provis ional Government 

was the f i e r y young lawyer , Alexander Kerensky. When t h e 

r e v o l u t i o n broke o u t , Kerenslcy was only t h i r t y - s l * y e a r s old 

y e t he was a l r e a d y one of Russia*s l e a d i n g lawyers and the 

l e a d e r of t h e small non-Marxis t TrudovHc P a r t y In the Duma. 

He was a l so the vice-chairman of the Petrograd Soviet , an 

o f f i c e which was to put him In the pos i t i on of the u n o f f i c i a l 

l i a i s o n between the Soviet and the Provis ional Government.* 

Kerensky1s mother was Jew, and h i s fa ther was the sup-

erv i sor of high schools In Tashkent, where the family had been 

b r i e f l y connected with the family of V. I . Lenin , 2 Kerenslcy, 

a f t e r a l i b e r a l bourgeois upbringing, became a l e f t - w i n g 
< 

p o l i t i c i a n and at tracted some n o t i c e as a defense lawyer i n 

p o l l t i c a l t r i a l s . Up to t h e outbreak of the Revolution he 

had not been cons idered an Important p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e , but 

\ h i s populari ty wi th the people was wel l known and h i s con-

n e c t i o n with both the Soviet and the bou rgeo i s i e democracy 

made him a va luab l e a d d i t i o n to t h e cabinet . 

1 Kerensky, &£ M&8I&X. ,1 . 
2Kerensky, 9 W * 79. 
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* 

Perhaps KerenBky'b ,mBl Tmluable asset m i M b ability 
\ w 

to confidence j ills capacity to ingratiate himself with any 

faction. He vaa an excellent omtoT, Bpsleft with no trace of 

a provincial accent, and had a readiness of tongue and a 

•vocabulary of objurgation that mrpaased by none of M s 

colleagues Is tht Duma, Ills onto ileal pyowesa was to m A 

both for and against Ills, for as the revolution progreeaed» 

Keren sSey m s often accused of doing more talking than acting, 

and hie frequent emotional teajmtigmas fall on less attentive 

mm as the days went by. la personal appearance Keren airy 

was anything "but commanding, He was of medium height and 

build* with sandy hair and pleasant, though sot striking, 

features, Throughout the days of the revolution,, he con* 

ataatly m m baggy trousers, laced boots, and an ever-present 

blaok workman's J&oket auoh as worn by the proletarian workers 

of Petrograd. 

Sertaelty*® enealee had a tendency to dismiss his as 

ineffective and garrulous. Kornilov, for Instance, developed 

a hearty dielike for him and referred to him a?. "an eternal 

talker who accomplished little. Trotsky characterized hi a 

as followst 
He was no?- a revolutionist I he merely hung around the 
the revolution . . , He had no theoretioal preparation, 
no political schooling, no ability to think, n® politi-
cal will* The place of theee qualities irae occupied 

-Cited. in Abraham Aacher, "The Koroilov Affair," The 
Mmg&m MMM.* X X I (October, 1953), 239. 
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by a nloble susceptl b l l l t y , an Inflammable temperament, 
and that kind of eloquence which operates nei ther upon 
ralnd nor w i l l , but upon the nerves . 4 

In Lenin'a view, Keren sky was "a fresh-baked metnber of the 

Social Revolutionary party,* and "a pawn of the gadete" who 

waa "intoxicated by h i s own eloquenoe.w-> Shulgin, the aroh-

monarchist» deaoribed hi a aa being theatr ica l and errat ic in 
£ 

both speech and a c t i o n . Sir George Buohanan, the Britiah 

ambassador, wrote of hlms 

He was a aan who did not act up to h ie profess ion! , and 
every t ine that a c r i s i s cane he f a i l e d to riae to the 
occas ion . He was a Ttian of words and not of a c t i o n i he 
had hi a chance and he never seized theat he waa alwaye 
going to s tr ike and he never struck| he thought more 
of saving the revolution than of saving h i s country# 
and he ended by los ing both.' 

Such chnracterlaatlons indeed have some basis in f a c t , 

Kerensky*s oratory did have i t s t h e a t r i c a l aspeots and l a t e 

l a the revolution i t took on an almost hys ter ica l urgency. 

He did exhibit an i n a b i l i t y to act on many measures. But he 

was hampered on a l l s ides by the lack of real power of the 

Provisional Government, the harrasswent of the Sovie t , and 

the fact ions wi th in the cabinet i t s e l f . To see only one side 

of h i s act ions and personality i s to neglect h i s great popu-

l a r i t y and to Ignore h i s meteoric r i s e to power. ' 

4 
(Ann Arbor, 1932) 

"*Lenin, Wotfca.. XXI, Book I , 78 

Leon Trotsky, BlA&UX S t l S M M f l l f t f t RfT8XttUtttt,3 vols, 
, I , 183. 

^01 ted in Florlnsky, Russia. I I , 138?. 
7 

JJlplomatio Memories, 2 vo l s . JtMiXvn 
Sir George Buohanan, M l l - l f t f f l | A l X 
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Despite M s faults, Kerensky was a nan of great sin-

o e r l t y and i n t e n s e revolunt ionary Idealism. Sir George 

Buchanan, who admittedly did not l i k e him, and who criti-

cized him sharply for his " loot o p p o r t u n i t i e s , " still saw 

Kerensky as "an ardent p a t r i o t [who] In the early days of 

the r e v o l u t i o n , . . d i sp layed an energy and courage which 

marked him out a s the one man capable of carrying out the 

war to a democratic peace and comhatting the f o r c e s of d i s -

order in h i s country ." 8 S i r George's main disappointment 

i n Kerensky seemed, understandably, t o be h i s i n a b i l i t y t o 

r e s t o r e the Russian Army to an e f f e c t i v e p o s i t i o n a t the 

f i g h t i n g f r o n t . 1* 1 . Sukhanov, "Who was p o l i t i c a l l y f a r 

to the l e f t of Kerensky and no great admirer of him p e r -

s o n a l l y , s t i l l observed, "For Kerensky, democracy was an 

absolute good; he sincerely saw i t as the goa l of his s e r v i c e 

to the r e v o l u t i o n . " He went on, "He had s e l f l e s s l y served 

i t under the T s a r i s t autocracy, e*er s i n c e he had appeared 

before the world a s the ardent champion and i f you l i k e , the 
nQ 

poet of democracy. 

Kerensky h imse l f explained h i s r o l e i n the r e v o l u t i o n i n 

t h e s e words; "During those c r i t i c a l days i n the d e s t i n y of 

Buss ia , c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of dogma or of party simply did not 

8 I b l d . 

o e l 
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e x i s t f o r l e « , , Al l one oould do was to build the new 

order with such human ma t e r i a l as was a t hand," He f e l t he 

was inseparably connected with the des t iny of the revolut ion* 

"Evsryoae round me seemed to t r e a t me i s a manner subtly 

changed," he wrote, "as though some special power was in my 

hande, some peculiar inf luence over the stormy masses. Ho 

doubt my pos i t ion was an h i s t o r i c a l aooldent, but there i t 

waal 

I t was no aooident that Keren sky was included in the 

f i r s t cabinet of the Provisional Government. His enthusiasm 

and energy surpassed that of the other members of the revolu-

tionary government almost as far a s did h i s popularity. 

Besides, as vice-chairman of the Soviet , he was an impor-

tant l ink between the opposing s ides of the Dual Power in 

f e t r o g r a d , Keren sky had h e s i t a t e d not a t a l l at the p ro -

v is ion of the Soviet that refused to l e t i t s members aooept 

por t fo l i o s in the new government. He accepted the post of 

Minister of Jus t i ce , and presented himself a t a meeting of 

the Soviet where he made an Impassioned plea for t h e i r sup-

port of h i s dec is ion. Ee claimed that only h i s presence in 

the cabinet could save the p o l i t i c a l prisoners from lynching 

and give the masses a representative on the Provisional Gov-

ernment. His own story of the f i r s t chaotic days of the 

1 ̂ Kerensky, OL ttlMEfefo 291 - 2 . 
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r e v o l u t i o n picturea h imsel f a s s e l f - a s s u r e d , e f f e c t i v e , and 

completely caught up i n the f e r v o r of the revolution.** 

A c t u a l l y , K e r e n A y ' s p o s i t i o n i n the cabinet was am-

biguous and d i f f i c u l t from the beginning. Although v i c e -

chairman of t he Soviet and v i r t u a l spokesman f o r the Social 

Revolutionary party, he m e o f ten e i t h e r p o l i t i c a l l y or 

personal ly in disagreement with several of t h e s o c i a l i s t 

m i n i s t e r s , par t i cu lar ly Chernov, who l a t e r became Minister 

of Agriculture in t he o o a l i t i o n government. He was mo re o f ten 

than not a l l i e d with the bourgeois minis ters l i k e Hekraaov or 

Tereschenko in oppos i t ion to the p o l i c i e s of the Soviet . He 

adopted' a moderate, conc i l ia tory pos i t ion in the government, 

which p a r t i a l l y explains h i s a b i l i t y to main ta in a workable 

arrangement among such contradictory elements a® were r e p r e -

sented wi th in the ministry f o r as long as he did. I t a l s o 

placed him in the p o s i t i o n of being a f a i r target f o r attack 

from extremists from both Left and Right, Idke moat middle-* 

of - the*roaders , Kerensky ended up by pleas ing no one, and yet 

he c l e a r l y BSW that without compromise the revolution would 

re su l t in anarchy. He always f e l t that he could coordinate 

the p o l i t i c a l d i v e r s i t i e s among h i s fo l lowers and make the 

revolut ion work. What he f a i l e d to recognize was tha t , f a r 

from being ready f o r a democratic experiment, the Bueslan 

leadere were p o l i t i c a l l y naive and inept , and what was worse, 

HKerensky, S M 58. 
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they f a i l e d to judge the tamper of the masses. While they 

were r i g h t in r e a l i z i n g t h a t the d e s i r e s of the people could 

not be f u l f i l l e d Immediately, they misjudged the i n t e n s i t y 

of those d e s i r e s , 3y the time the bourgeois leaders had 

real ized the i r hal f -hear ted e f f o r t s and i n e f f e c t i v e promises 

would not s a t i s f y the temper of the masses, the Bolsheviks 

had oonsolidated the i r power and oaptured both the support 

of the masses and.the revolution i t s e l f . 

In h i 3 capacity a s War Minister in the f i r s t ooa l i t ion 

cabinet, Keren sky threw himself enthusiast! ©ally into the 

problem of restoring the f ight ing s p i r i t to the thoroughly 

demoralized Russian troops. His confidence i n h i s own a b i l i t y 

knew no bounds, as i s evidenced by h i s speech before Con-

gress of the All-Russian Soviet of Peasants' Deputies on 

May 18, when he told the deputies, MI, a stranger in mi l i tary 

c i r c l e s , shal l I n s t i l in the troops iron d i s c i p l i n e , and i t 

w i l l be the d i s c ip l ine of honor and duty towards the country."*2 

On July 1, the long-awaited o f f ens ive on the Eastern 

front was launched. With the advance of Hussian troops into 

Galioia went the hopes of the A l l i e s and the Hussian nation-

a l i s t s a l ike that the o f fens ive might mark a turning point in 

the war. The A l l i e s , of course, hoped that the revived a c -

t i v i t y on the Eastern front would serve to draw German troops 

*2Kerensky, The C^ta s t r o d e , 217. Also Bobert Warth, 
I te i lWi (Durbaa, fforth 0&r@« 
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from the Western f r o n t and r e l i e v e the c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n there . 

The* a t t a c k wag to t ake plaoe wi th the a id of the B r i t i s h a rmies 

in f r a n o e , which i n c i d e n t a l l y , was not forthcoming when t h e 

time came, The o f f i c e r s were uncertain whether t h e t roops 

would obey o r d e r s f o r only a few u n i t s were unques t ionably 

l o y a l , whi le some were openly mutinous. Kerenaky r e l i e d l a r g e l y 

on Me 'powers of persuas ion to encourage the war-weary t roops 

to a c t i o n . He toured the front , haranguing the so ld iere with 

words, "Warriors, Our Country 1b in danger! Liberty and revo-

l u t i o n a r e threatened . . . O f f i c e r s and soldi era I Know that 

a l l Itussia g ives you i t s b less ing on your undertaking, in the 

name of l i b e r t y , the g lor ious future of the country, and an 

enduring and honorable peace. Forward! ^ Kereneky retained 

h i s popularity throughout the summer, but h i s e f f o r t s to r e - • 

vive *the f i g h t i n g s p i r i t of the f o r c e s were f u t i l e , or at 

beet , temporary. 

On July 19 the Germans launced a count e r-o f f en s i v e in 

Gal ic ia . The element of surprise and the superiori ty of the 

Buseian troo,.. in both nunbers and arms gave Sussia a few 

v i c t o r i e s in the f i r s t days of the o f f e n s i v e , but the counter-

e f f e n s i v e forced the Russians into a retreat that soon became 

a rout. In sorae ins tances whole d i v i s i o n s f l e d before mere 

companies. In others the aray committees argued the f i n e 

1 ^ I z v e g t l i a . July 3, 1917, ao quoted in Golder, Docu-
g»nt.e. 425. 



22 

p o i n t s of a d e f e n s i v e war u n t i l I t trao too l a t e t o f i g h t , 

C o n d i t i o n s be can ft so ted t h a t on July 20 General K o m i l o v , 

now commanding t h e Southwestern f r o n t sine© h i e r e s i g n a t i o n 

a t P e t r o a r a d , wired Kerensky demanding t h a t the o f f e n s i v e be 

h a l t e d immed ia t e ly . 

General Lavr Kornllov was a man whose l i f e had a s t o r y 

book a s p e c t t h a t made Mm a, natural choice f o r the ro l e of 

hero of the Right. Born In 1870, i n TI s t * •Earn eno go rod sk i n 

S iber ia , the son of a Cossack o f f i c e r , he chose a m i l i t a r y 

career a t a» e--<rly age , A f t e r completing h i e t r a i n i n g a t a 

cadet school and m i l i t a r y c o l l e g e , he was corauiiBSioned an 

o f f i c e i n the Turkestan a r t i l l e r y brigade in 1892, He was 

ab le to speak a t l e a s t f i f t e e n d i f f e r e n t languages , inc lud ing 

severa l O r i e n t a l ones - a f a c t which contributed to h i s s u c -

c e s s as aa exp lorer of Chinese Turke3tan and the Eastern 

provinces of P e r s i a , * * 

E r l y in 1 91 5 he was promoted to d i v i s i o n a l commander 

and l ed the a t t a c k on Przemsyl, an Austrian f o r t r e s s i n Ga l io la . 

Instead of f o l l o w i n g orders to r e t r e a t , Kornilov pushed f o r -

ward aga ins t t h e enemy and was captured. This earned hi a a 

year*s de tent ion i n Austria and the d i s p l e a s u r e of the Supreme 

Commander, General A, A. Brus l lov , whom he was l a t e r to rep lace , 

* ^Leonid I . Strakhovaky, "Kornilov," C o l l i e r ' s Hew M s i r 
o loped la . XI (New York, 1950} , 670. Also Strakhoviky, w m ¥ 
there a Kornllov Rebe l l ion , ' TM SM. MSk M S S M M 
Review. m i l l , No. 81, ( J u n e 7 T 9 5 5 } , 
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l a '1916 K o n i l o v managed a dramat ic escape by paying 20,000 

gold kronen to a Czech, Franz Kraak, who helped him through 

the Aus t r i an l i n e , ^ Back i n Russia, t he ep isode became 

widely Irao'-m trad with i t , Jfornlloy's r e p u t a t i o n a s aa adven-

turer grew, 

A f t e r t h e dismal f a i l u r e of the Ju ly o f f e n s i v e t he need 

f o r r e s h u f f l i n g the h i g h e r rank® of the Russian army becaraa 

apparent. The Supreme Comaander, General Bruallov was 'both 

old and i l l , :;.ad mn regarded by many a s Incapable of d e c i s i v e 

a c t i o n and wi thou t r e a l in f luence over h i s o f f i c e r s and sen,* 

Kornilov, on the o t h e r hand, was much younger, knowa a s a 

brave and p a t r i o t i c s o l d i e r , and he ld t h e f ervent devotion of 

h i s men, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t of t h e s o - ca l l ed "Savage D iv i s ion ," 

a u n i t made up of f i e r c e mounta ineers and t r ibesmen from t h e 

Caucasus, His S ibe r i an blood and h i s f l u e n c y I n t h e i r language 

foroed a bond between Kornilov and t h e s e xaen, 

Kornilov, l i k e Keren sky, had h i s d e t r a c t o r s , Kerensky 

himsel f said he never doubted t h a t Korni lov loved h i s coun t ry , 

but t h a t h i s laok of understanding, and g r e a t p o l i t i c a l i n -

experience caused his; to be used by "cunning enemies of f r e e -
«* | £ 

dom, o r by raere p o l i t i c a l sh: ;• ;<*rs. * Kiliukov c h a r a c t e r i z e d 

^ v i c t o r Chernov, &SL <N«* 
Haven, 19365, 524, U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Krnak's r o l e i n the a f f a i r 
a l s o became wel l known, and he was sentenced to t w e n t y - f i v e 
y e a r s i n an Aus t r i an prison f o r h i s e f f o r t s . 

16 
Keren sky, fxftlMAft M MUfr&Y\Mi *refaoe , v i i . 
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Korni lov a s " f i r s t of a l l a s o l d i e r , a brave f i g h t e r oapable 

of inspiring an aray i n tin® of b a t t l e by h i s personal example, 

f e a r l e s s i n h i s p l a n s , r e s o l u t e and p e r s i s t e n t i n e x e c u t i n g 

them. But M s i n t e l l e c t was not on a l e v e l with h i s w i l l , * * ? 

E a r l y i n t h e summer of 1917 S i r George Buchanan reported 

t o h i s home o f f i c e t h a t Korn i lov was a much s t r o n g e r man than 

Kerensky, and "were he to a s s e r t h i s i n f l u e n c e o v e r the army 

and were the l a t t e r to become a s t r o n g f i g h t i n g f o r c e he would 

be master of t h e s i t u a t i o n , ® The London Times p r i n t e d the 

f o l l o w i n g g lowing t r i b u t e to Korni lov a t t h e h e i g h t of h i s 

p o p u l a r i t y * "The physique o f the wan harmonised wi th h i s i n -

t e l l e c t u a l and moral q u a l i t i e s . Of middle h e i g h t , spare and 

e r e c t , he i s hardy and u n t i r i n g , l i k e h i s Cossack a n c e s t o r s . " 

I t went on , "He i m p r e s s e s you a s a man who has i n f i n i t e c o n -

t r o l o v e r h i m s e l f , k i n d l y but a d a m a n t . ^ General Gourko, 

who was i n v o l v e d i n a o o u n t e r - r e v o l u t l o n a r y p l o t h i m s e l f , s a i d 

Korn i lov was a "splendid man of a c t i o n , a b l e to show t h e 

n e c e s s a r y persona l i n i t i a t i v e , w i th ex traord inary energy , J u s t , 

o o l d l e r - l i k e o p i n i o n s , g r e a t a u s t e r i t y i n r e l a t i o n to h i m s e l f , 

which gave him t h e r i g h t to be e x a c t i n g w i t h h i s s u b o r d i n a t e s . " 2 0 

'^Oited In George S tewart , f h e White 4 rail a a of Sub s l a t A 
g f e M l f i f m l A l l i e d Intervention Clew 
Toxfe, 1 9 3 3 ) , 41 , 

1 ®Buchanan, H u U L m 3SL MU&k* H , 69 . 

*^flutes- (London), September 11 , 1917. 

< ™ Q o u * k o » m£ towUMm 3A (New tork, 
1 9 1 9 ) , 200 . 
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General Denlkin regarded him a s a " f i g h t i n g general who ca r r i ed 

the f i g h t i n g men with him by M s courage, ooolness, and con-

tempt for death. "21 

Then there were the harsher opinions. Trotsky viewed him 

as a "bold young commander *shom even h i s admirers regarded a 

bit simple."2 2 General Vexfcovsky declared that Komilov had a 

"l ion's heart, a sheep's brain.w 2^ Chernov attributed these 

words to Vericovsky, too, but softened the translation a bi t 

by saying, "Kornllov has the l i o n ' s heart, you f e e l the hot 

blood of a f i g h t e r pounding in h i s veins . , . but when he be-

g ins to talk p o l i t i c s , you sense that i t i s not h i s element."2 4 

l ega rd le s s of personal opinions, no one intimated that 

Kornilov was not a brave and patr io t ic so ld ier . In addition 

to those personal qua l i t i e s which seemed to su i t him f o r re-

v i t a l i z i n g the dispir i ted fiussian army, Komilov exhibited 

s l i g h t l y more l ibera l tendencies than most of the Baselan 

generals. He did not hold the Provisional Government so l e ly 

responsible for the disintegration of the army. He spoke of 

the "original and long-standing def ic iency of the commanding 

s taf f" and the s p e c i f i c and useful function which the com-

missars and army committees should perform. True, he l a t e r 

2 U . I . Denikin, 2&£ Tt tMU {London, n . d . ) , 298. 
2 2Trotsky, ftfteg &£ J&fc ftefilfeft IggtMMffillt I , 252. 
2 3 ? } t e d i * Trotsky, §x$Ma SM flEUMfljmJtoataJto* i» 

252. Also Stewart, White I m l e B o f l i s s i a . 41, 
2 40hemov, f j jmt l l s A M Involution, 323-24. 
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tried to do away with the committees en t i re ly , but .his I n i t i a l 

impression on Keren sky was encouraging. 

Kornilov's telegram from the Southwestern f ront , which 

cons t i tu tes M a future p o l i t i c a l program, read a s fo l lowsi 

An army of ignorant men, which has l o s t i t s mind, whioh 
was not protected by the government from systematic 
depravity and corruption, which has l o s t a l l f e e l i n g 
of human d igni ty , I s on the run* In the f i e l d , which 
could not be cal led a f i e l d of b a t t l e , there reigns 
such u t t e r horror, infamy and d i sg race , as the Russian 
army has not displayed from the time of I t s very 
foundation. This calamity can be brought to an end 
and t h i s shame wiped out by the revolutionary govern-
ment, but i f i t f a i l s to do so i t w i l l be replaced by 
the Inexorable march of his tory by other leaders , Hfco 
whilst removing the dishonour a t the same time w i l l 
destroy the f r u i t s of the revolution and hence w i l l 
not give happiness to the country. There I s no ohoioet 
the revolutionary government must adopt a d e f i n i t e and 
firm way. Only In such a manner the salvation of the 
fatherland and of l i b e r t y i s to be found. I , General 
Komllov, whose whole l i f e from the f i r s t day of con-
sc ious ex is tence to t h i s day has been spent i n devoted 
service to the fatherland, declare now that the father-
land i s perishing and therefore, although not asked f o r 
an opinion, I demand the Immediate termination of the 
o f f ens ive on a l l f ronts f o r the purpose of preserving 
and saving the array by mean® of a complete reorganisation 
on the bas is of s t r i c t d i s c i p l i n e , so as not to s a c r i -
f i c e the l i v e s of those few heroes who have the right 
to see b e t t e r days. I t i s urgent t h e r e f o r e to Introduce 
the death pena l ty a s a temporary ex t raord inary measure, 
necess i tated by the extreme gravity of the s i tuat ion 
and to es tabl i sh the f i e l d court-martial in the theatre 
of mi l i tary operations . . . I hereby dec l a re that i f 
the government w i l l not enact the measures proposed by 
me and thus deprive me of the only means to save the 
army and to u t i l i z e i t for the proper purpose - the de-
fense of the fatherland and of l i b e r t y - then I General 
Xornllov, w i l l resign ray o f f i c e of commander-in-chief 
unconditionally, 2-> 

fSgoldT,Jttflaaiafcft, 428. Also Chernov, &8&1 
330. 
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The General's demands; were backed up by most of the 

generals of the Russian armies , and on Ju ly 25 the Provisional 

Government restored the death penalty and promised to eon-

aider further measures to restore the army. 

The complete breakdown on the front was accompanied by 

r iot® and a p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s in Petrograd. The atmosphere 

i n the oapitol was tense in any event, and the news from the 

front only accentuated the discontent . The Petrograd ga r r i son 

was h o s t i l e to the o f f ens ive , large ly because the men feared 

they would be transferred to the front.2® The resignation of 

four Kadet ministers on July 15 aided in bringing the c r i s i s 

to a head. The Kadets were d i s s a t i s f i e d with the i r lack of 

Influence in the Cabinet, and the question of Ukrainian 

autonomy provided the immediate cause f o r the i r departure. 

On the morning of July 16, the f i r s t Machine Gun Reserve 

Regiment, followed by other detachments, declared f o r open 

i n s u r r e c t i o n , 2 ? Despite appeals from the Soviet and the Pro-

v is ional Government, soon other mi l i tary un i t s and thousands 

of factory workers poured into the s t ree t s . 28 tshen the 

Bolsheviks saw the crowds would not disperse they h a s t i l y 

26 Re oh. July 5, 1917, as quoted in Browd er and Kerensky, 
l1** *583, 

V T t r 2 7 ) : J Z W 2 • J ! X i l S 1 SS1 * 7< 5 £ t T ° g ^ d 2 / M 4x t t l y» 
XXII (1927)» 13*20, 58*631 XIV, (1927) 63—6 ,̂ as quoted in 
Browder and Kerensky, Documents. I l l , 1>38-13*5. 

2 8 i f c U . . v o l . I l l , 13*5-46. Also I z v e s t i l a . July 18, 1917, 
as quoted in Solder , Documents, 454-5. 
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attempted to put some d i rec t ion in to the demonstration. They 

gave the movement slogans and helped a t t r a c t the sympathy of 

the woxkers. Crowds surrounding the Taurtde Palace demanded 

t h a t the Soviet assume power! r i o t i n g broke out In many pa r t s 

of the o i ty and the dead and wounded numbered several hundred, 

the members of the Petrograd garr ison who did not Join the 

demonstration declined to join the government e i t h e r , so 

the troop® a t the disposal of the Provisional Government were 

neg l i g ib l e . The members of the Provisional Government 

narrowly exeaped the temper of the mob. CSaer&ov, Minister 

of Agr icul ture , was saved from a mob of angry s a i l o r s only 

by the in te rvent ion of the Bolshevik l eade r Trotsky. 

The Soviets , however, refused to heed the demands of the 

crowd and take over the government, and during the stalemate 

t ha t followed most of the crowd simply got t i r e d and went 

home* The Provisional Government ordered troops from the 

f r o n t to put down the u p r i s i n g , ' 0 and a t a most propi t ious 

moment, the Minleter of J u s t i c e , Pereverasev, permitted the 

re lease of some mater ia l col lec ted by the government Ind ica t ing 

t h a t Lenin and h i s supporters were l a the pay of the German 

government. Weak as the evidence was, I t was enough to 

cause a change l a the atmosphere of the c i t y . Neutral 

^Sakhfcnov, j s p f o j & m a t 1211. I I , 444.46, Also Trotsky, 
l i s i m s i Bmim» JaaraXttSii* ix» 40-41. 

^ T r o t s k y , S i t e a t ftUMtflft Hf 85. Also 
Browder and gereneky, fe^gnt|» H I , 1358, and Bernard Pares, 
& Mmim, l tM,US (I<mdon, 19315, 464. 
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t r oops r a l l i e d to the support of the government and some of 

t h e demonstrators were v i s i b l y shaken. The upr is ing d i s so lved 

a s quicfcly a s i t had begun. A1 though any real o r g a n i z a t i o n 

on the part of the 3ol she vile s would c e r t a i n l y have resul ted 

In the capture of t he government, the time was inopportune. 

As Trotsky declared, "It i s not enough t o s e i z e power - you 

have to hold i t . M ^ 1 Neither Lenin nor Trotsky thought the 

Bolsheviks were 3trong enough t o hold the power a t t h i s t ime. 

The react ion of the government was r e l a t i v e l y mild, but 

the July demonstrations s e r i o u s l y damaged the pos i t i on of 

the Bolshevikn f o r a few months. The government adopted a 

l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t incitement to mutiny, reginents that had 

taken part in the upris ing wore disbanded and the men sent 

to the f ront , and several Bolshevik publ ica t ions were c lo sed . 

Despi te t h e i r momentary v i c tory over the Bolsheviks, the gov-

ernment did l i t t l e to win t he support of the masses. Lenin 

was allowed to escape, and although Trotsky and A. V. 

Lunacharsky were both arrested they were l a t e r re leased . 

On July 20, the disheartened Prince Lvov resig* ed as 

head of the government, Kerensky became premier and Imme-

d i a t e l y encountered much d i f f i c u l t y i n composing h i s c a b i n e t . 

For two weeks Kerensky and the Soviet wrangled through nego-

t i a t i o n s and d i s c u s s i o n s , only to have Kerensky h imself res ign 

31 Trot sky, fflltelX 9 t Ml£ MmXm M l S M U m , 68. 

3 2 l z y e 8 t l l a . July 7 f 1917, as quoted in Browder and 
Kerensky, Documents. I l l , 1358. 



30 

on August 3 ,33 i s >,e e x a c t e d , lie via© p r e v a i l e d apon to r e -

t u r n and w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r hours had formed a new c o a l i t i o n 

cabinet which he dec la red was independent, of p a r t i e s . ^ Ac-

t u a l l y , both the Hight and the Left used considerable pressure 

on hira to f a v o r t h e i r cho ices . Of the e ighteen members of 

the cabir e t , cloven were s o c i a l i s t s but of the most moderate 

kind. n-he government bccai/.e increas ing ly I d e n t i f i e d with the 

person of Keren sky, and Keren sky be cane increas ing ly obsessed 

with the trappings of power. The pocit ioi i uf the government 

did not becore more powerful because of i t s apparent v i c tory 

over the Bolsheviks , but Instead grew weaker and more i n e f -

f e c t u a l every day. The Soviet was rtioeatinfied wi th the 

res torat ion of the death penalty , the o f f e n s i v e had proved 

a f i a s c o of the worst s o r t and c r i e s f o r a strong authori ty 

and a more secure government began to be heard from nany 

quarters . Although the raajority in the government was now 

s o c i a l i s t , the government wae more c o n s e r v a t i v e than ever, 

but i t was s t i l l not strong enough to throw o f f the re-

s tra in ing hand of the Soviet and e s t a b l i s h a s tab le govern-

ment, The ch ie f weakness of fche government was that i t did 

not r e a l l y represent anybody. I t was too s o c i a l i s t to please 

55Rech. July 22, 1917, as quoted i n Browder and Kerensky, 
iments. I l l , 1417-1 9. 

3*Kerensky, The Catastrophe, 243-5. Also lecth. July 23, 
1917# as quoted fn fewiwUr and Keren sky, Poflnmiintg.* I l l , 
1427-8. 
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the oonoervat lves , i t vas noo bourgeois to p lease the Soviet 

and the l e a d e r s of the p r o l e t a r i a t , and I t was not backed by 

an assembly t h a t represented the Sussian people. Only lack 

of any o ther s trong body o r person to take i t s place p re -

vented the f a l l of the roveramest in Ju ly , 



CHAPTER III 

KOBNILOV'S APPOIHTHEKT AS 

SUPREME COMMANDER 

The government's position la the days following the 

July uprising seemed to improve on the surface at least, hut 

this period proved to he only a lull before the storm. The 

disorganization of the army 'was nearly complete, and the 

eoonomio condition of the country worsened daily. In spite 

of the fact that the government lacked the support of the 

people, Its to embers could not agree to call the Constituent 

Assembly any earlier than November. Meanwhile, the con-

servatives and reactionary elements of the country intensi-

fied their search for a strong leader. General Lavr Kornllov 

appeared to have the necessary characteristics for a leader 

of authority, and he became the focal point for all those 

unhappy elements who thought they saw anarchy and chaos in 

the future, 

Kornilov, as commander of the Eighth Army during the July 

offensive, was one of the few who had any success. It was 

there that he became commander-in-chlef of the entire South-

western front and sent his first telegram to Kerensky, demanding 

restoration of the death penalty. It was also on the South-

western front that Kornllov became acquainted with Boris 

32 
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Savinkov and Maximilian Filonenko, two men who played an Im-

portant par t in the Koroilov Affair . Savinkov had been a 

Member of the T e r r o r i s t i c Organization of the Soc ia l i s t Revo-

lutionary t a r t y in Russia prior to the Revolution of 1905. 

Captured and sentenced to death, he escaped and l ived from 

1906 to March, 1917# in Paris, where he wrote revolutionary 

novels and ar t i c l e* under the psuedonym of T. Hopshln. He 

was responsible for the assassination of the Grand Duke Sergei 

and Plehve and had f igured in several o ther assass ina t ion 

attempts,1 Savinkov was an adventurer of great r e source fu l -

ness and imagination. He was a lso a man who evoked strong 

opinions in h i s contemporaries. The eminent Russian h i s t o r i a n , 

Bernard Pares, characterized hira as "one of the most romantic 

f igures of the Russian Revolution . . . a man of action, who 

was heart and soul for winning the war, saving the honor of 

Russia, and showing a firm front to the Bolsheviks."2 General 

Denikin, characterist ical ly , did not share th i s opinion. He 

said Savinkov was "strong-willed and cruel by nature, com-

pX.t.X, U * U « c o * v . n t i o n a l M r a l l t y . . 3 

Savinkov and Hlonenko were serving a s commissar® on the 

Southwestern front during the July of fens ive , and both agreed 

1 For an account of Savinkov*s t error i s t i c a c t i v i t i e s 
prior to 1911 see h i s book 3l ft. XtECTllft York, 
1931). 

2i»are®, Al i iM, M* 568. 

3Denikln, iMfiift 305. 



34 

with General Kornilov on the mat te r of s t r i c t d i s c i p l i n e . 

Savinkov had even added a p o s t s c r i p t to the Genera l ' s famous 

telegram, saying, M0n mj pa r t I f u l l y share the opinion of 
i i 

General Kornilov and support everything he has expressed word 
ttA 

f o r word. At l e a s t one h i s t o r i a n even a t t r i b u t e s the wr i t ing 

of the telegram to Savinkov and Filonenko Instead of to the 

G e n e r a l , ^ while other® claim the dispatch was wr i t t en by the 

General ' s c i v i l i a n o rde r ly , Savollo.^ 

As f o r Zavolko, l i t t l e i s known of t h i s shadowy f i g u r e . 

Trotsky says he was a "former l and lo rd , o i l specu la to r , and 

adventurer . * . who impressed Kornilov with h i s p e n . H e 

became Korn i lov ' s u n o f f i c i a l press agent , drawing up h i s r e -

por t s and documents. In any event , he Impressed Kornilov 

enough to a t t a i n the pos i t ion of order ly to the General and 
Q 

exercised a grea t deal of Inf luence over him. 

4J?aul ! t Miliukov, I I t a l i a X&BBX D i t U p ITTOlwMl > 
(Sof i a , 19213, 58, as quoted in Strakhovsky, "Wae There 4 
Kornilov He be l l ioh , M 376. 

f f t V ^ 5 0 V ' "LA"***® K o m i i o f f , " i i t m C T i a Ixmm* 
CXXIII. (1919), 136, as c i t ed in Abraham Asoher, The Kornilov 
A f f a i r , ' 1 Th« Russian BsvIct. XXX, So. 4 (1953), 237. 

%ere»sky, I M 304. Alto Pre lude . 14-15 
and Chernov, MURIUM 330. 

"^Trotsky, R f M g 2l l l f f l l tM Imtoi j jg&i . II» 1*5. 

% a r e a , * 530. Also Kerensky, 
&£ M..bert.v. 353, in which Kerensky says Zavolko was a shady 
f i n a n c i e r who l ived in London Incognito under the name of 
l u r b a t o v . Later he became an agent' of Kolchak in the United 
S ta t e s . In fia&fc I i lSif t f t 342, Chernov character ized 
h l a a® a big landowner and pres ident of the n o b i l i t y of 
Galslnsky M s t r i c t of Podolsk Province and t h e r e f o r e aga ins t 
the v i o l a t i o n of property r i g h t s . 
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On J u l y 29, Kerensky c e l l e d a m i l i t a r y conference a t 

Mogilev I n o r d e r t o d i s c u s s the g rave s i t u a t i o n which had 

been c r e a t e d by t h e c o l l a p s e of the Ju ly o f f e n s i v e . Among 

t h o s e a t t e n d i n g t h e mee t ing were G e n e r a l s Brus i lov , Supreme 

Oommander-in-Chief \ Denikin, commander of the Northern f r o n t ; 

and Lukoznsky, Brusilov* s c h i e f of s t a f f . In a d d i t i o n , Com-

m i s s a r s Savinkov and F l lonenko were present a t Kerensky^ 

reques t . As f o r Korni lov , a telegram was sent to hi© a d -

v i s i n g him to remain a t the Southwestern f r o n t and to send 

h i s recommendations to the conference by te legram. Chernov 

s t a t e s tha t Korni lov was not i n v i t e d because he was i n d i s -

f a v o r with Kerensky and the General S t a f f , 9 bu t Kerensky 

maintained that w h i l e Brus i lov did not f u l l y t r u s t Korni lov 

because of h i a i m p e t u o s i t y , m i l i t a r y mat ters , not personal 

ones , d i c t a t e d Kornilov 1 s absence from the Mogilev 0on<* 

f e r e n c e . 1 0 

At the Conference, General Denikin began with a s c a t h i n g 

at tack on the P r o v i s i o n a l Government and s e t f o r t h the measures 

which the government must take i n order to save Russia from 

complete m i l i t a r y c o l l a p s e . F i r s t , Denikin i n s i s t e d that the 

government should recognize i t s m i s t a k e s and I t s g u i l t f o r 

t h e t r a g i c s t a t e of m i l i t a r y d i s c i p l i n e . The government, 

s t a t e d Denikin, "has not understood and est imated the noble 

^Cher:iov, t r e a t . .Maslan" R e v o l u t i o n . 331, 

1 0Kerensky, M. flfflfftlYlfg* 10. 
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and s incere impulses of the o f f i c e r s who had gree ted the news 

of the r e v o l u t i o n with Joy and had s acr i f i c ed innumerable 

l i v e s f o r t h e i r country."** Second, Denikin demanded t h a t 

f u l l m i l i t a r y power he t,i ven to the Supreme Command e r - i n -

Chief ; Petrograd should cease enac t ing m i l i t a r y r e g u l a t i o n s . 

Th i rd , he sa id p o l i t i c s had to d i sappear fro® the amy* 

Four th , he demanded t h a t commissars and committees be abolished 

and the "Dec la ra t ion of Soldiers* Bights" be rescinded. Com-

manding o f f i c e r s should, be r e s t o r e d to power and d i s c i p l i n e 

and good conduct must be r e s t o r e d , he went on. Denilcin a l s o 

held t h a t appointments to important mi l i tary pos ts should be 

made on the basis of experience in the f i e l d and adminis-

t ra t ion . Special law abiding unite of a l l the a m i e s should 

be placed a t the disposal of th> jomnandin^ o f f i c e r s as a bul-

wark a g a i n s t mutiny, and f i n a l l y he denanded that mi l i tary 

revolutionary courts should be establ ished and capi ta l punish-

ment should be re-introduced in the rear f o r troops and 

c i v i l i a n s who were g u i l t y of the same crimes.* a 

In s p i t e of t h i s severe c r i t i c i s m of the government, 

Prime Miniater Kerensky shook hands with Denikln a f t e r the 

report and sa id , "Thank you, General, f o r your outspoken and 

s i n c e r e speech. H l 5 Later Kerensky described Denikln*s speech 

*1Denikin, fiagylftB flMgg&l, 293. 
1 2 M m 293-4. 

294, 
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as the f i r s t Instance of the mi l i t a ry react ion which inspired 
14 

mar./ par t i sans of the Eornilov movement, 

Deriikin* a report was followed toy the reading of General 

Komllov*s telegram, "lie tone of t h i s dispatch cloeely 

.followed tha t of h i s e a r l i e r t el eg ram from the front* Kornllov 

also urged tha t capi ta l punlshment be re-introduced in the 

rear , tha t d i sc ip l ina ry powers be restored to the aorrajiandinft 

o f f i c e r s , tha t nuaetinga f o r p o l i t i c a l purposes a t the f r o n t be 

stopped, and the spreading of an t i -na t iona l propaganda and 

v i s i t a of delegations and a g i t a t o r s to the f r o n t be prohibi ted. 

He did not propose the abolishment of the army committees and 

commissars but demanded tha t t h e i r povera and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

be r e s t r i c t ed and f ixed . He also suggested tha t the commie** 

sars be Qlvm the r ight to confirm the verd ic t s of the Mil i tary 

3e>/olutionary Tribunal and to e f f e c t a cleansing of the com-

manding s t a f f s , ^ This recommendation was by no means a 

concession on Kornllov1 r, par t to the revolutionary democracy, 

Uenikin explained tha t Kornllov sought to r id the army not 

of aea of solid mi l i t a ry trad.f t ions , but of the h i r e l i ngs of 

the r e v o l u t i o n , O h e m o v commented tha t Kornilov was merely 

t r ans fe r r ing to the commissars the odium of passing death 

sentence a while attempting to replace opportunists with lrrecon-

s l l ab lea 
1 ^ e r a n a k y , Prelude to Bolshevism. 13. 
1 ^Beaikin, i t e i t e i laaB&IJU 295. 
1 6 I b l d . 

^Chernov, i s s&i S l l l l M 332. 
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TConilov's points, la ter 1cnot-m a a the ICornilov Pro-

srataaa, appealed to Savia&ov, thy Provisional OoYoynra«at, sad 

especia l ly to •Cerenslcy. Ivoaiilo-z's acceptance of the cam-

:niar»ar3 and coianittees "--as a welcome 'aieasure, ana then, 

Xornllov did not ;pl&ce a l l the alii:;;® for the condition of 

the amy on the government. He cr i t i c i zed the o f f i c e r s as 

wel l , 

Kerensky ma ooariaoed that the di sagreement between 

Kornllov and the govermient *fa@ only one of method, not pur-

pose. He protested the tone, not the actual contest of the 

General's telegrams, Keren sky wrote, "As to the f o m of 

JCoTnllov1 B demands, here the Pro'/I sional Government as a 

body was obliged to protest emphatically against ICo m l loir's 

ultima t i r e manner of addressing the government, in order 

to safeguard the r ights and prest ige of the Provisional Gov-
ft 1 ft 

ems exit's supreme authority of the State. 

Sfc vinicov and ?ilor_erAo accompanied Keren sky on the t r ip 
i 

"back to Petrograd a f t e r the conference. During the t r i p , 

Savinlcov urged Kerensky to appoint Korollov to the poet of 

9u.prtr-r; e Conmander. Relations between Keren sky and General 

Iruei Ioy had been strained for some weeks, and Chernov sug-

gested that Kerenslry was personally affronted by Brusilcv* s 

failure, to meet him personally when he arrived at Kogllov for 

the conference.'} ̂  In explaining his decision to replace 

1 SxercRGky, Si MSlmlia* 26-28. 

^Oheraov, fjgffll SKMtXM 531. 
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Brusilov, Keren sky merely contended that Brusilov vas too un-

decided, too unstable to remain. 20 The Galioian campaign 

made it apparent that a change was needed, and General Kornilov 

was the most likely candidate, "11® defectst especially his 

impetuosity in success, did not then see® to offer any danger; 

moreover, the views that he professed seemed to exclude the 

possibility of a conflict," Keren sky wrote. Accordingly, 

Xerenifcy requested the appointment of General lorallov a® 

Supreme Commander-in-Chief. 

The appointment was made on July 29, with the approval 

of all the maahtrs of the cabinet. The news was greeted with 

approval by the conservative groups, both civilians and mili-

tary, who hopefully thought the General's appointment meant 

a trend to the Right. Along with the General's appointment 

also came the appointment of Savinkov a® Deputy Minister of 

War under Keren sky. 

Kornilov was not ready to accept this high office un-

conditionally, however. On July 31, he sent Kerensky another 

telegram, stating that he accepted the command only on the 

following conditions; that he should b« responsible to his 

own conscience and to the Whole nation; that he should have 

full freedom from interference in operational orders and 

hence in the appointment of higher commanders; that measures 

20Xer#nsky, tellM M MshftglJWU 19-20. 

21 Ibid., Introduction, xiii. 
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recently adopted a t the front be appl ied t© those reg ions of 

the r e a r where the army reserves were s tat ioned, and t h a t h i s 

program as s t a t ed a t the Mogilev conference he accepted . 2 2 

This was the s t ronges t dec l a r a t i on the General had ye t dared 

to put f o r t h , Even hi® c lose a s s o c i a t e General Denikin ex-

pressed su rp r i s e at the f i r s t condition, noting that i t was 
Ma highly orig inal form of suzerainty on the part of the 

Supreme Command.m2^ Kerensky immediately took of fense at 

the imperious tone of the te legram, but before the matter 

could come to a head, another incident further complicated 

re la t ions between the Prime Min is te r and the future Supreme 

Gofflwaja&er, 

At the same time as Kornilov's appointment, and without 

h i s knowledge, Kerensky had appointed General Cfceremissov 

commander-in-chief of the Southwestern front . Komilov 

considered t h i s a v io la t ion of h i s r ights and threatened to 

resign unless Oheremissov was dismissed. Keren sky impulsively 

suggested that i t was Komilov who should be d ismissed, on 

the ground that i f d i sc ip l ine was to be restored to the army, 

i t must begin by giving an example i n high quarters , 2 4 I t 

i s more probable that Keren sky resented any challenge to h i s 

a u t h o r i t y and was beginning to f e e l that Komilov was going 

2 2Golder, Documents, 514-15. Also Chernov, 
332, and Kerensky, Prelude Bolshevism. 21 

2 3Denikin, jifti&M 2MBB11. 303. 

2% er en sky, M 27. 
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too f a r with hi® d i c t a t o r i a l demands. I n t e r e s t i n g l y , Kornllov 

used the same argument In demanding the d ismissa l of Chererclssov. 

Che real ssov declared he was not In the personal service of 

Kornllov and would obey only the Provisional Government, 

threatening to bomb hi a way to Headquarters In order to estab-

l i s h h i s r ights as commander. Kornllov argued that Cheremissov 

should be dismissed because i f army d ieo ip l ine was to be 

strengthened, i t must be applied to a l l r a n k s . ^5 

Through the e f f o r t s of Savinkov and Filonenko, a compro-

raise was reached. I t might better be cal led a s ta lemate , f o r 

i t was highly unsat is factory to a l l s ides . On August 2, 

Kerensky informed Kornllov he accepted h i s Ideas In pr inc ip le , 

and announced he was sending Filonenko to discuss the matter 

of Cheremissov's appointment. After a s e r i e s of conferences 

between Filonenko and Kornllov, Kornllov accepted Filonenko*s 

interpretat ion of h i s f i r s t condition, "responsibi l i ty to the 

people a t l a r g e " to mean respons ib i l i ty to i t s authorized 

organ, the Provisional Government. Keren sky sent a telegram 

to Gheremlssov re l i ev ing him of h i s dut ies on the Southwestern 

front and putting him at the disposal of the Provisional Gov-

ernment. The r e s u l t a s f a r as OhereslssGv was concerned wa® 

quite unacceptable , and though he could do nothing about i t 

Immediately, he was so resentful of Kerensky* s act ions that 

he refused to move a f inger to help the unfortunate prime 

25ohernov, M m l m 334. 
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minis te r when the Bolsheviks took over the governaent in Mo-

veinber.2^ 

F i n a l l y , Kornilov l e f t f o r Mogilev a t midnight, August 5, 

and assumed the Supreme Command of the Russian army, The array 

had been v i r t u a l l y without a commander f o r almost a week. 1*® 

make matters worse, t h i s c r i s i s ooinoided with a c r i s i s w i th -

in the Provis ional Government i t s e l f , during which min i s t er s 

resigned and took baok t h e i r res ignat ions with such haste and 

confusion that a t one time only Mekraaov, the Deputy Prime 

Minister , represented the government. The olash between 

Kerensky and Kornilov was only a preview of the c o n f l i c t s 

that developed between the two men. Although they were in 

accord concerning the need to restore the d i s c i p l i n e of the 

array, they were i n complete d isagreement a s to the l i m i t s of 

t h e i r re spec t ive spheres of a c t i o n , Kornilov interpreted 

the o f f i c e of Supreme Commander-in-Ohlef i n the most l i t e r a l 

sense , while Kerensky regarded the Supreme Commander to be 

subordinate to the w i l l of the Provis ional Government, In 

view of t h e i r divergent opinions and the dramatic and ira-

pul s lve nature of both men, i t was Inev i tab l e that the r iva l ry 

that was building between them would Increase i n the h e c t i c 

weeks to f o l l o w . 

2 6 I b l d . 



CHAPTER I ? 

THE SEARCH FOR A H3RO 

While the r ivalry between Kerensky and Kornllov was 

bui lding to a danger point the a c t i v i t i e s of the non-

s o c i a l i s t s - that vast and heterogeneous Right - the In-

d u s t r i a l i s t s , landowners, o f f l e e r s , Eadets , a l l i e d diplomats, 

and other men of conservative sentiment who were beginning 

to look upon General Kornllov as the Proverbial "man on the 

white horse," were beginning to move more quiOkly. There i s 

no evidence that General Kornllov himself was involved In a 

oounter-revolutionary a c t i v i t y before August, 1919, but 

Kerensky declared he had direct information of a plot by 
% 

certain groups at Mohilov against the government. I t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to pinpoint the beginnings of the various oounter-

revolutionary movements, because there was no real oounter-

revolutionary organisation as such. The a c t i v i t i e s of the 

various individuals and groups were carried on separately and 

sporadically from the beginning, and even when the General's 

s lash with the Provis ional Government became imminent, there 

was no e f f i c i e n t cooperation between the groups. Many of the 

men and organizations who were connected with effort.s to 

1 lerenstey, Ixgla i f t M 53. 
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combat the growing Influence of the Left; and who di rect ly of 

I n d i r e c t l y l e n t support to Kornilov p r e f e r r e d to keep the ir 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n 3 t r l c t l y behind the scenes, l a t e r , i n view of 

the fa i lure of the a t tempt to e s t a b l i s h a d i c t a t o r s h i p , e i t h e r 

with or without Kerensky's h e lp , aotne accounts were un-

doubtedly a l t e r e d by those who wished to deny any connection ^ 

with the i l l - f a t e d and confusing events , Nevertheless, t he re 

was a l a r g e body of sent iment , growing s t ronger every day, 

that favored rep lac ing the impotent Provis iona l Government 

with a s t ronger government, possibly a d i c t a to r sh ip# 

Keren sky h i m s e l f , i n h i s l a t e r wri t ings , was convinced 

t h a t a conspiracy developed slowly and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y , be-

ginning with Gutchkov*s departure from the cabinet in Hay, 

1917. In h i s ©pinion, t h i s conspiracy began in a l imited 

c i r c l e of Petrograd bankers and f inanc iers , and f i n a l l y r a l l i e d 

around General Kornilov l a t e In August.2 In Gutchkov1 s 

Memoirs, the date of the f i r s t counter-revolutionary organi-

zation i s placed e a r l i e r - April , 1917. Gutchkov s t a t e s that 

a private controlttee of representatives of banks and insurance 

companies was organised to es tabl i sh a large fund of money 

f o r supporting moderate bourgeois candidates to the Constituent 

assembly and for combating the inf luence of the s o c i a l i s t s a t 

the front . They cal led themselves the "Society for the l o o -

nomio Rehabilitation of Hussia." "In the e n d / he wri tes , 

^Kerensky, Catas t rophe. 288. 
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"we decided to p l a c e t h e l a r g e f u n d s t h a t we c o l l e c t e d a t t he 

d i s p o s a l of General Korni lov f o r t h e purpose of o r g a n i s i n g a s 

armed s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e S o v i e t s . " 3 A, I . P u t i l o v , the 

o r i g i n a t o r of t he Soc ie ty , r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e r e wae no doubt 

in, h i s mind t h a t Korni lov had Kerensky*8 consent to move the 

t r oops to P e t r o g r a d , and t h a t when the Soc ie ty placed I t s 

f u n d s a t Korni lov 1 s d i s p o s a l the members thought Korn i lov and 

t h e government were a c t i n g t o g e t h e r . P u t i l o v admi t ted on ly 

t h e d e s i r e to move a g a i n s t t h e Sovie t s and denied any counter-

r e v o l u t i o n a r y e f f o r t s a g a i n s t t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Government,^ 

Another group who harbored c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y s e n t i -

ments was t h e Onion of O f f i c e r s , which was organized In Kay. 

I t s p r e s i d e n t was Colonel 1 . I fovooi l tzev , who, i n Keren sky ' 8 

view, served a s the connect ing l i n k between the c i v i l i a n and 

m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z e r s of t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n . ^ Kerensky 

gave t h e Colonel more c r e d i t than he dese rved , f o r t h e con-

n e c t i n g l i n k was t enuous a t b e s t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , Chernov 

thought t h e Union of O f f i c e r s was an impor tan t c o u n t e r -

r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e . I t s main job was t o move o f f i c e r s t o 

Pe t rograd to forra a shock u n i t to t ake over the c i t y i n case 

l » ; g , g a > September 30» 1936, a s quoted i n 
3rowdsr and KerenskY, Documents. I l l , 1527. 

a g f l f t t l . January 20, 1937, and January 24, 
1937. I n t e r v i e w s wi th A. I . P u t i l o v , a s quoted I n Browder 
and Xerensky, Documents. I l l , 1533. 

5k e r en sky, jQUL 
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of necess i ty .^ However, Chernov s t a t e s t ha t the counter-

revolution a c t u a l l y "began with the organiza t ion of o f f i c e r s 

on the Southwestern f r o n t by General Kryrcov. This group In-

cluded not only the o f f i c e r s of the Southwestern f r o n t , but 

a l so p a r t s of the Third Cavalry Corps, the Kiev Garr ison, 

the Guard*o Oavalry Regiment, and various o f f i c e r and t e c h -

n i c a l sohool3. The s t r a t e g y of t h i s mi l i tary group "was to 

allow the f r o n t to col lapse slowly, while retreating to the 

i n t e r i o r and in turn, forcing the organization of the rear 

on a basis of iron d i s c ip l ine .^ 

S t i l l another organization, t h i s one more c lose ly con-

nected with General Kornilov from the early months of the 

revolution, was the Bepublican 0enter. Thi a group was or-

ganized in Petrograd in %y and had the "backing of several 

important f i n a n c i e r s , including a uieraber of the board of the 

Siberian Sank. At the i n i t i a l meeting of t h i s group General 

Xornilov m a present, although the idea of establ ishing a 
Q 

d i c t a t o r s h i p was not discussed at that time, The Bepublican 

Center was organized and worked independently of the Society 

for the Economic Rehabilitation of Russia unt i l a f t e r the 

July uprising, lI'he most important part of the Republican 
6Chernov, I ^ f i M I 3 3 7 - 3 8 . 

7lbld. 

^Poalednlia Novost!. February 27, 1937, and Maroh 6, 
1937. Interviews with P. I. Finieov, as quoted in Browder 
and Keren^ky, Pooimanf. I I I , 1534. 
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Center was I t s m i l i t a r y s e c t i o n , ^rora J u l y , 1917, t h i s s e c t i o n 

was headed by a member of t he General S t a f f , Colonel L. P. 

Bes l i a e t ' e r . The m i l i t a r y s ec t i on worked out an elaborate plan 

f o r s e i z ing a l l the s t r a t e g i c points i n the c i t y in case of a 

Bolshevik u p r i s i n g , and holding them u n t i l t r o o p s from the 

Stavka en te red Petrograd, P, I . Finiaov, v i ce -pres ident of 

the Republican Center, reca l l ed that t he aim of t h e group was 

no t to d e s t r o y the Provis ional Government, but to place I t 

under General Kornilov, who would change i t s raembership, a f t a y 

&L J M £ U a I sMimMrflhip. s U k Keren sky {hi a 1 t a l i o e l . 

1?h@r® was no p l o t , he ma in ta ined , but t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n did no t 

i n t end to r e t a i n Keren sky whom they viewed a s a p r i s o n e r of 

the Sov ie t , 9 

In a d d i t i o n to t h e s e aoo ie t i eo and o r g a n i z a t i o n a , t h e r e 

was a l s o the M i l i t a r y League, which had connection a wi th 

Colonel Lebeuev of t h e General S t a f f , and which supposedly 

had over two thousand men in arc.<3 by the end of A u g u s t , 1 0 and 

the Council of t he ifaicm of Cossack Troops, l o y a l l y devoted 

to Korni lov , 1 1 no t t o mention o t h e r f r i n g e groups who l e n t 

f o r c e to t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y p l o t a t the Stavka, a s w e l l 

a s i n the count ry g e n e r a l l y , but he was e q u a l l y convinced t h a t 

General Kornllov had no th ing to do wi th i t . The General's 

9 I M d . . 1538, 

10Lukomeky, feifilyf & Ml Mml&n I f S S l i l l g B * Trans -
l a t e d by Krs , VItale (London, 1922), 104, 

1 1 Chernov, EtTOllMffl* 342. 
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d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n wi th t h e p o l i c i e s of the Prov i s iona l Govern-

ment, ;fevinkov d e c l a r e d , made him r e c e p t i v e to t h e suggest ioni 
| p 

of Lukomaky and o t h e r i n s t l g a t o r s . On August 25t M 

C^orker*s Gaze t t e ] c a r r i e d an a r t i c l e r e f e r r i n g to 

t h e " h i g h l y »usplclou« work c a r r i e d on s y s t e m a t i c a l l y by some-

one a t Stavka , . , d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e r e v o l u t i o n . . , and 

a g a i n s t t h e Prov i s iona l Government," and mentioned In con-

nect ion w i th t h e s e s u s p i c i o u s a c t i v i t i e s grand dukes , o f f i c e r s 

1 % 

and members of the former S t a t e .Duma, ^ 

Throtighou-o roost of t h e uumtcer of 1917 t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

and I n d i v i d u a l s engaged I n pr in t ing and d i s t r i b u t i n g p r o p a -

ganda l e a f l e t s and p o s t e r s , c o l l e c t i n g funds , and l o o t i n g f o r 

a l e a d e r f o r the growing counter-revo lut ionary s e n t i m e n t . 

Feelors> In t h e d i r e c t i o n of General Alekseev and Admiral 

Kolohak proved f r u i t l e s s . Alekseev was sympathetic to the 

counter -revo lu t ion hu t d e c l i n e d to he a d i r e c t o r , Kolcb&k 

was oixiered t o t h e United S t a t e s a t t h e head of a nava l miss ion 

f o r t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Goveriiment. Keren shy claimed h e , t o o , 

wag approached by t h e p a r t i s a n s of s t r o n g power, who found 

1 2 Blrghavy l s ?edomostl. Septetsber 12, 1917, Statement of 
oavinkov, Browder and Keren sky. So cum ante . I l l , 1554, A l so , 
Etch. September 13* 1919. 

1 ^Raboohala gazeta. August. 25, 1917, a i quoted in Browder 
and Kerenelcy, Dooumente. I l l , 1 554. 

14Kerensky, I M 289-90. Also Siena Varneok 
and H. rl. F i s h e r , T&& J i g M p s x ft£ Ig lS te l , « & 0^,6? 

( S t a n f o r d , 1934) , 22S7 
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him a a r s c e p t l v e to t h e i r o f f e r s , * 5 General Koral lo v seamed 

to be the l o g i c a l choice as the sav ior of Suss ia . Xerenaky 

f e l t that, the General- beoa ae the c e n t r a l f i g u r e of the ooun «er-

revo lu t ion e a r l y l a .July, Quo h i s t o r i a n s t a t e s t h a t though 

Xoruilo v was not an oufespolcea r e a c t i o n a r y , ha a t Lraoted the 

conaervat ivaa who "see i ted fche banaer of oonnte r - rovo lu t ion 

long be fo re o b j e c t of t h e i r a t t e n t i o n s had done uo M a -

s s i f and LtheyiJ f locked to h i s suppor t . 

•Phc -lueation of d i c t a t o r s h i p i n connection with Komi lov 

was ra i sed iTirst a t the tiv.e of h i s appointment a s command a r» 

i n - c h l s f on the South west era f ront . . On July 21, K o r o i l o v ' s 

o r d e r l y , Zavoiko, approached OociiuissarB Savlnkov and f ' i lonenko 

and a eked how f a r they xvoulcl go vrith Kornilov In re s i s t i n g a 

p lan of 0,1 c t a t o r e h i p to he put in opera t ion by the Grand Duke 

"Ifcolai Flilcolaiaid tch* Savlnkov and 1-llonenko imraedietely 

became rur/pi c lous t h a t Koral lov might be planning to s e t him-

se l f up at? e d i c t a t o r v.zd confronted Kornl lcv with t h e i r I d e a , 

E o m l l o v denied t h a t he was planning a d i c t a t o r s h i p , but said 

t h e t he war-? in f a v o r of c e r t a i n changes i n the P rov i s iona l 

Government vtoich would sake I t independent of the S o v i e t . 1 7 

At a Council of Chiefs of Departments a t the Stavka 

enor t ly a f i erward, an i n c i d e n t occurred which i n d i c a t e d to 

15Kerenaky, f„reIMe to Bolshevism. I n t r o d u c t i o n , x v l i . 
1 6 *arth , an& &£ Mb si an Revolut ion. 119. 

w . ! I B * 5* J r 1 ? 0 3 ^ h K 9 r n 9 k L t o y i s x m m i x 
Review. OX (July-December, 1918), 334, 
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General Beaifcin that Eorai lov did n o t enterta in any counter-

revolutionary motives a s early a s J u l y . A f t e r t h e meeting 

was over Kora i lov asked .Jenilcin to s t a y , and when the o t h e r s 

had gone, he lowered h i s Yoiee to a whisper and sa id a c e r t a i n 
nJw had come to see liiru at the f r o n t wi th a schece to s e i z e 

the C.O vemuent "by a conn d ' e t a t . and p l a c e the Grand Duke 

JBiitri on -he throne and asked f o r Xorni lov 's c o o p e r a t i o n . 

K o m i l o v f l a t l y to ld the mys te r ious **3" he would "take no p a r t 

i n any Iloraanoir adventures. He added t h a t he had been o f f e r e d 

an o p p o r t u n i t y to Join t h e £o vemTnent» but that he dec l i ned 

a s they uere too auch entangled, wi th the .Soviets a ad could no t 

decide on a n y t h i n g . "1 have t o l d the© t h a t i f a u t h o r i t y i s 

given iiio I s h a l l c a r r y on a d e c i s i v e s t r u g g l e , % must l e a d 

Sussia to a C o n s t i t u e n t Assembly and then l e t then do what 

they l i k e . I s h a l l s tand a s i d e and no t I n t e r f e r e i n any way," 
1 $ 

he t o ld J&aikln," ',J 

However, by l a t e August General J^ornilov, i a c r e a s i n g l y 

i m p a t i e n t wi th Keren s k y ' s p o l i c i e s , was making .-aoves t h a t 

aroused the s u s p i c i o n s of h i s c lose a s s o c i a t e , Jenera l 

Lukomsky. On Angust 19, Korni lo v ordered General Lukomslty 

to c o n c e n t r a t e the Third 3a-/airy Corps, wi th t h e Native 

Cavalry D iv i s i on , i n the a rea about two hundred f i f t y m i l e s 

south of P e t r o g r a d . These u n i t s comprised t h e r e s e r v e of t h e 

fioumanlan f r o n t , and knowing t h e r e was no danger of a German 

^ D e n i k i n , Russian Turmoil . 306-7. 
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advance in Ilia seotor yhicU t h e / were belug jaoval, Lu^oaaky 

questioned General Xomi lav «s to the purpose of th« t r a n s f e r , 

*h9 General par r ied with an excuse which did not s a t i s f y 

Sukewas&y, who p ro t e s t ed that "a Ohief of 3v&f;f oaa only r3*» 

:gaiB a t h i s ;3ot}'-» 'If lis en j o / s the -Tall oo&fldenoe of h i a 

ohle* ." IConiilov bhan r e p l i e d , "To a a re r i g h t . Sfcere a r e 

ce r t a in cons idera t ions Whioli X have no's yet spoken bo you 

r^hout. T h«u you to j l 7 « Vm noosMsary o rde r s f o r moving the 

cava l ry , ur^scttly to c a l l . , » General Kryaov to the 

Stavfca. T I ' / ill t e l l you m'sryth* 'ag In d e t a i l on vrj r e tu rn 

from ? ot ro f j rad . 

So^othlrig m g ta^iti;* plaoa in Sornilov*8 wind. by M s 

t i IT.®, hut whether o r no- he meant tuldrig over the government 

by f o r c e , o r whether he and I'ereiisiry ve re in f u l l aocoru and 

t.he a manures? vera only to provide p r o t e c t i o n f o r the Pro-

vlsdot'Hl Oovs rmmt aga ins t the Sovie ts , i s s t i l l not c l e a r . 

On MB we intra froci a t r i p to Fetro^rac- on August 24, ITomilov 

to ld Inkotarfcy he had requested the removal of sroope to the 

v i c i n i ':y of Petrograd because a Tblshexlk u p r i s i n g was ex-

pec ',*d on ' i tptenber 10 or 11. Xomilo v f e l t t h a t e i t h e r the 

?rovle5 o ra l Oovcnraert , vhor.c members he r e f e r r e d to se 

reol?.ue«r,# would f a l l to the Bolsheviks, o r , I f by some mirac le 

I t did n o t , the Bolshevist would go unpunished f o r t h e i r up-

r i s i n g . He wished to insure t h e i r punishment and Mto deal 

1^Lukomeky, Hemolrs. 96. Alao General Lukomeky'fl Aooount, 
as quoted In Browder and Kereneky, Do cum eat e . I l l , 1546. 
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with the t r a i t o r s of Russia a® they deserve to he d e a l t with.M20 

He went on to say t h a t he had no In ten t ion of going aga in s t the 

Prov i s iona l Government, but hoped to come to an agreement with 

them a t the l a s t moment. He fea red to t e l l them of h i s plan 

because Keren sky and Chernov were sure to s p o i l I t . I f he 

could not oome to an agreement with them, he would deal the 

death blow to the Bolsheviks without t h e i r consent and they 

£the Prov is iona l Government} would thank him l a t e r f o r the 

oppor tuni ty to for® a s t rong government, independent of a l l 

kind of t r a i t o r s . ttI have no personal ambit ion. I only wish 

to save Russia, and w i l l g ladly submit to a s t rong Prov is iona l 

Government, p u r i f i e d of a l l undes i rab le e lements ," General 

Kornilov oonflded i n Lukomsky.^ Of course , t h i s does not 

i n d i c a t e any conspiracy to overthrow the government ®a the 

General*8 p a r t , but i t does suggest t h a t Kerensky may not 

a f t e r a l l have been a p a r t of Korn i lov 'e p l ans , o r a t l e a s t , 

did not understand j u s t what those p lans were. Kornilov was 

i n t e n t on giving the Prov is iona l Government what he thought 

they needed, whether they wanted i t o r n o t . 

Whatever Kornilov had in mind h imse l f , I t was c l e a r by 

the end of August t h a t he had been ohosen by the conservat ive 

and r eac t iona ry elements i n Russia to be t h e i r l e a d e r . Kerensky 

accused the members of these groups of waging an i n t e n s i v e p ress 

20LukO5Tielcy, Memoirs. 99. Also General Irtikomsky's Account, 
as quoted In Browder and Kerensky, Documents. I l l , 15348. 

21 I b i d . . 101 
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campaign against the government which de l ibera te ly exaggerated 

the difficulties at the front and the condition of the army, 

demanded too stringent measures for'the res torat ion of disci-

pline, vilified the democratic organizations of the array - the 

commissars and the committees - and r e l e n t l e s s l y put forth the 

idea that Koroilov was the only poss ib le savior of lussia.22 

These things were happening, but hardly on an organized bas i s , 

a s Kerensky claimed. 

To add to the problems of the Provisional Government, a 

number of meetings of the various organized groups in Russia 

were held to prepare f o r a coming national political conference. 

These meetings indicated the d iv i s ion of sentiments that would 

soon become evident . Some of these conferences were prompted 

by rumors that General Komilov was about to be removed as 

Supreme Commander. On August 19, the Moscow m i l l i o n a i r e , 

Ityubushinsky, presiding a t a conference of i n d u s t r i a l i s t s in 

Hoscow, branded the Soviets as ws gang of thieves, led by 

Jews," and pointed out the need f o r a strong man to remedy 

the s i t u a t i o n , 2 3 Also on August 19, the Council of the 

Gossack Troops* League decided to inform the Provisional 

Government and to publish in the newspaper the reso lut ion 

that General Kornilov could not be removed from command, as 

he was the only general capable of regenerating the army's 

22Kerensky, JbjL gatastronhe* 296, 

23Phil ips Pr ice , M£ toMifteMftl at & £ SKBL" 
<lK>ndon, 1921)7 69. 
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f i g h t i n g force and e x t r i c a t i n g t h e oountry from i t s s e r i o u s 

s i t u a t i o n . They declared t h a t the League would not be r e -

sponsible f o r the behavior of the Cossack a ray a t the front 

o r rear i f General Kornilov was d i s charged . 2 4 

On August 20, the Central Committee of the League of 

Army and Navy O f f i c e r s telegraphed the Minister of War and 

almost a l l the commanders of the army t h e i r re so lu t ion to 

a s s i s t the General in a l l h i s lawful demands "to the l a s t 

drop of our blood" and to protes t the p o s s i b i l i t y of i n t e r -

ference by any persons or i n s t i t u t i o n s i n h i s ao t s sanctioned 

by the government. On the ssune day, the Union of Knights of 

Saint George passed a r e so lu t ion dec lar ing that i f the Pro-

v i s i o n a l Government dismissed General Kornilov, the Union 

would take J o in t ac t ion with the Cossacks against the govern-

ment. Similar r e s o l u t i o n s were c a r r i e d out by the Mil i tary 

League and other organ iza t ions . 2 ^ Trotsky was qu i te correct 

when he ca l led such organizat ions the m i l i t a r y l e v e r s of 

counter -revo lut ion . 2 ^ 

A few days l a t e r , on August 22, a pr ivate meeting of 

the moderate p a r t i e s was convened in Moscow under the c h a i r -

manship of the past president of the Duma, Rodzianko. This 

Conference of Public Workers was attended by over two hundred 

2 % e r e n s k y t foftafta jfc, Bolshevism. 90. Also . Browder and 
Kerensky, Document®, I I , 1022-23. 

25Kerensky, teAMl M MSM.ltM,* 91. 
2 6 Trotsky, j l f i t e g QJL MTQABltoB» 5. 
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publ ic &en$ s o l d i e r s , and c i v i l i a n s , who heard speeches "by 

Generals Alekseev, Xaledln, and B r u s i l o v . ^ The Conf erenoe 

m n t the fol lowing telegram to KornllovJ n?he Conference 

of Public Workers, welooraing you, the Chief Leader of the 

Busslan army, declare that they oonslder a l l attempt® to 

prejudice your authority in the array and in Husala to be 

criminal and Join the ir voices to the voioes of o f f i c e r s , 

Knights of Saint George and Cossacks. In the t err ib le hour 

of heavy t r i a l , a l l thoughtful Russia looks to you with hope 

and f a i t h . R e g a r d l e s s of Kornllov's own intent ions , 

c lear ly he had captured the imagination of those who wanted 

to arrest the revolution and remove the Soviets from power. 

These proofs of strong support reinforced Komilov* s deter-

mination to do something to es tabl i sh strong government in 

Russia. What Komilov did not rea l i ze was that most of 

those supporting him had no real popular backing themselves. 

In addit ion, the counter-revolutionary had no direct ion or 

organization. I t was composed of many individuals and groups, 

each engaged in much a c t i v i t y , but each out. of touch with 

the other* Even at the moraewt of Komilov1 s move against 

the government, there was l i t t l e cooperation between the 

various groups. The atmosphere was also charged by the emo-

t ional oratory for which every Russian seems to posses» a 

®7fimes (London), August 25, 1917. 
28Kerensky, to 9 1 "2* 
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p a r t i c u l a r g i f t , making the movement stem much stronger and 

more intense than i t ac tua l ly was. There was much counter-

revolutionary sentiment la Eu3sia, pa r t i cu l a r ly in Petrograd, 

but i t i a doubtful that even & veil-organized counter-

revolutionary movement could have marshalled enough support 

among the raasses to be successful, î he conservative a simply 

did not o f fer the Ruooian people what they wanted - peace, 

bread, and land. 



CHAPTER V 

TWO IMPOimif VISITS 

While t h e o o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y aent lment was f i n d i n g 

new Impetus throughout t h e coun t ry , t he r e l a t i o n s between 

Prime M i n i s t e r Kerensky and General Korn l lov were becoming 

i n c r e a s i n g l y s t r a i n e d . The General proceeded t o wortc out a 

program of re forms f o r the axwed f o r c e s , based on the K o m i l o v 

Programme a s he had p resen ted i t t o t h e Mogilev meeting on 

Ju ly 16, He waa v i s i t e d a t Headquar te rs by Savlnkov, now 

Deputy War M i n i s t e r , and by Teresohenko, M i n i s t e r of Foreign 

A f f a i r s | and on August 10, t he l i b e r a l newspaper Heoh r e -

por ted i "An agreement seems t o have been reached , and t h e 

c o n d i t i o n s l a i d down by Kornl lov f o r t ak ing command acoep ted . 

Kereneky an ewe red through an o f f i c i a l p r e s s r e l e a s e , n The 

communications of eoae newspapers t h a t t h e c o n d i t i o n s l a i d 

down by General Kornl lov have been accepted by the P r o v i s i o n a l 

Government do no t conform t o r e a l i t y , but a t any r a t e an 

underst&nding between t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Government and General 

Kornl lov hae keen r e a c h e d . " 2 

August 10, 1917, a s quoted i n Golder , Documents. 
51 5, 

'Mae 
^Mll lukov, I s t o r l l a . 7 0 - 7 t , a s quoted in Strakhovsky, 
f f e t r t A Kornl lov R e b e l l i o n , " 3S0, 
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On August 16 General £ o m l l o v made the f i r s t of two 

important v i s i t s to the Provis iona l Government In Petrograd, 

!le way to d e l i v e r a sec re t r epor t on the m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n 

before the Provis iona l r^overnir-ent. The General proposed to 

submit h i s piano f o r reform a t the same time and to press 

f o r t h e i r acceptance. Keren sky believed t h a t the General1 s 

p lans would be unacceptable to the Sovie t , hence to the 

s o c i a l i s t m i n i s t e r s on the cabinet, and succeeded IK p o s t -

poning the p re sen ta t ion of the General's reforms a t l e a s t 

f o r the time being. He argued t h a t he could not possibly 

present them f o r cab ine t approval before he had s tudied the® 

h imse l f , and f i n a l l y got Kornilov to agree to l i m i t h i s re-

port to the general mi l i tary s i t u a t i o n . ' 

As the General began to paint h i s gloomy picture of the 

i n s t a b i l i t y of the army and the p o s s i b i l i t y of an enemy 

of fens ive on the Riga front , Savlnkov handed a note to 

Kerensky which read, "Does the Prim® Minister f e e l sure t h a t 

the communication by General Kornilov of the secrets of our 

government and i t s A l l i e s w i l l not become known through 

* comrades* to our enemies In some reports, Keren sky read 

the note and handed i t on to Kornilov, who out h i s talk 

short,^ In h i s own explanation of the ICorailov A f f a i r , 

Keren sky wrote that he tore the note up and threw i t away. 5 

3Kerensky, &SL Bolshevism. 35. 

^Aseher, "The Kornilov Rebellion," Russian Review. 239. 

SKerensky, 35. 
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However, In h ie testimony a t the government inves t iga t ion 

fo l lowing the a f f a i r , Kornilov s t a t e s , "When I broached the 

subject of a poss ib le o f f e n s i v e . . . the prime min i s ter , who 

sat next to tae, bent over and whispered that I should be 

careful about what 1 was saying?» This warning was provoked 

by a note handed to Kerensky by Savinkov and Teresohenko . . 

The General was stunned and deeply disturbed that the Supreme 

Commander could not speak f r e e l y In the Council of Ministers 

of the litis elan State . "At the end of the meeting i t became 

c l e a r to me from certain remark a -sade by Savinkov that the 

warning had in view Chernov, the Minister of Agriculture," 

Korollov t e s t i f i e d . ^ He emphasized that he found 1t impossible 

to have f a i t h in a government whose members might be suspected 

of treason. 

Before l eav ing the capl to l in the early hours of August 

17, Korni lov and Kerensky had a private Interview. The exact 

record of t h i s interview i s unknown, but there are varying 

reports of what occurred. Kornilov said that Kerensky put 

the fo l lowing question to M i l Should Xerensky, in the 

opinion of the General, remain at the head of the government? 

In the account of the conversation given in Kerensky's Prelude 

%SL M J M A S I * Kerensky assured Kornilov that the e x i s t i n g 

c o a l i t i o n government was the only poss ib le combination of 

°Mlllukov, l a t o r l l a . 166, as quoted in Strakhoveky, "Was 
There a Kornilov Rebell ion," 330. 



60 

to r o t s and t h a t any o ther course would b# T a t a l , "I arid the 

o the r 3 of the government did a l l we could to r e s t r a i n 

Korziilov from p a l l t i c s , >;hi oh were not wi th in the rang® of 

h i a I n t e l l e c t s a l t ! T-erensky. "'Vhat a r e you aiming a t ? Tow 

w i l l simply f ind yourself choked i n an a i r l e s s spaoe; the 

railway? w i l l s top , the te legraph w i l l not work,** he said to 

Xornl lov .? In £}& OataBtKmka. Keren aky gives a s l i g h t l y 

d i f f e r e d I version of the In te rv iew;" ln a t e t e - a - t e t e i n mj 

o f f i c e . , . I repeated to him what in May I said a t the 

f r o n t . » , t h a t i f anyone would t r y to e s t a b l i s h a personal 

d i c t a t o r s h i p he would f ind himself the nes t dangling In 

space without r a i l r o a d s . » . t e l eg raphs , without an array." 

7o which Kornilov, according to Keren sky, r e p l i e d , "Well, 

what of i t , . . Many w i l l p e r i s h , hut the r e s t w i l l f i n a l l y 
mq 

take the array i n t o t h e i r hands. 

S t i l l another account of the meeting says t h a t Keren aky 

"mildly rebuked Komilov f o r the imperious and u l t i m a t l v e 

tone of h i s d i spa tches to the government." Then he asked the 

General t h i s ques t ion : "Did he think i t d e s i r a b l e t h a t 

Keren sky rasaaia a t the head of the government ?n Without 

h e s i t a t i o n , Kornilov repor ted ly answered t h a t while the m i l i -

t a ry setback had caused Kerensky to lo se some popu la r i t y and 

i n f l u e n c e , he could not imagine anyone e l se i n h i s p l ace , 

fXcrenoky, & MgfettlJSB* 6*-5. 

%@renskyf The Catastrophe. 309. 
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sine© he was the aetaowledged l e a d e r of the democratic p a r t i e s . ^ 

Before l e a v i n g Petrogr&d, Kornilov gave an I n t e r v i e w to 

the p r e s s . On August 17, the l i b e r a l newspaper ftaoh. c a r r i e d 

the fo l lowing a r t i c l e s "General Kornilov proposed c e r t a i n 

measures f o r the iraporvement of condit ions in t h e array. He 

I s convinced, and f e e l s that the Provis ional Government i s of 

the same mind, that without these measures, the enactment of 

which he expec t s In the nex t few days , i t I s imposs ib l e to 

res tore t h e f i g h t i n g a b i l i t y of the army."1 0 I z v e s t l l a . the 

organ of t he Soviet,, gave t h i s ve r s ion of the interviews wTh@ 

demands of General Kornilov, in the form of an ultimatum, sup-

ported by the p o s s i b i l i t y of m new attack by the enemy, put 

the P r o v i s i o n a l Government i n a very d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n , and 

the future alone knows how i t w i l l a c t . This , however, may 

be said a t present; the sympathies of the democracy are not 

on the side of General Kornilov." 1 1 S t i l l another paper re-

ported , "Thanks to the d e c i s i v e measures of the government, 

the condit ion of the army i s s a t i s f a c t o r y . . , but t h i s does 

not mean that everything has been done - there i s s t i l l much 
12 

to do.' In the u sua l manner of the press , a l l s ide s were 

W. Mens took, "La revolut ion russej Kornilov,** 
p r o p &£ IrSftfig* CX£V (1918) , 20-21, as quoted in Asoher, 
"The Komi lov A f f a i r / 240. 

August 4 , 1917, as quoted in Golder, Documents. 516. 

„ * 1 1 z v e s t l l a . August 4 , 1917, as quoted in Golder, Documents. 
506. 

1 2 S m S 1 1 & i f t t e m a M » August 4 , 1917, a s quoted in Browder 
and Kerensky, Documents« I I , 1021-22. 
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a b l e to read -whatever they -wished i n t o the G e n e r a l ' s vorrte. 

Indeed , t he General Mmeelf vas o p t i m i s t i c I f he s e r i o u s l y 

expected hits ]ne«~fcurt;B to be enacted by th© Fro vi Pious. 1 Cov— 

eruaen t In the n e s t fe** days . 

During those next few days - a Feet to be exact - t h a t 

passed u n t i l Kornllov* s next v i e i t to the c a p i t a l , Ferensky 

stubbornly r e f u s e d a l l Ofcvinkov's e n t r e a t i e s to read the p r o -

posed reforms, ©Ten a f t e r they had been r ev i sed by Savinfcov 

and i ' i lonenko. fhe~ substance of the document now read a s 

f o l l o w s i 1) t h e establishment of r e v o l u t i o n a r y cour t martial8 

ut th© r e a r , 2} the res torat ion of d i s c i p l i n a r y powers to com-

manding o f f i c e r s , 3} the m i l i t a r i s a t i o n of the r a i l r o a d s and 

4} the m i l i t a r i z a t i o n of de fense en terpr i se s ,*^ Kersnaky 

knew, of oourse, t h a t h i s suppor t of t h e s e measures woul3 cost 

him the support of th® Sov ie t , and b e s i d e s , I l l s growing 

i r r i t a t i o n , wi th Xoruilov made htm consi )er the Ceier.il* 3 d i s -

missa l . 

F i n a l l y , on August 21 , Kerensky informed Savinkov he 

would n o t s ign the measures under any ciroumstanoea. Sxa i -

pe rated with iCereasky's stubborness, Savinkov declared that 

i t waa h i s opinion that "if the M i n i s t e r of War Kerensky 

did not m n t to s ign the r e p o r t , the Seaeraliesitno would do 

so," and sen t i n M s r e s i g n a t i o n . ^ Keren sky refused to 

^Kcrenaky, l a i M . S M M l t e A S l * 35. 

Savinkov, "L*Affaire K o r n i l o f f a s quoted In Aeoher, 
"The Kornilov A f f a i r / §UUJjUL B&LSBlt 240. 
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accept Savlnkov's r e s i g n a t i o n , however, and Savinkov continued 

h i s e f f o r t s on the Genera l ' s beha l f , 

Savinkov learned t h a t Kornllov did not plan to oome to 

the capltol f o r another e f f o r t to get h i s measures enacted he-

cause he fea red h i s l i f e was In danger in Petrograd. Savinkov 

wired Kornl lov, " lour presence here tomorrow I s ab so lu t e ly 

e s s e n t i a l ? without your he lp I s h a l l not be ab le to defend 

what both you and 1 cons ider r ight ." Pllonenko, "Mho wae at 

the wire with Savinkov, added that they planned to give general 
i ^ 

batt le to get the government to accept the program, J Accord-

ing ly , on August 23, Kornllov arrived at the Winter Palace to 

plead f o r the adoption of the r e p o r t . He was unexpected and 

certa inly unwelcomed by Kerensky, who resented Savinkov* a 

actions and who had also dispatched a telegram to Kornllov 

s ta t ing , "The Provis iona l Government did not ca l l for you, nor 

d i t i t i n s i s t on your a r r i v a l and t h e r e f o r e does not assume 

any respons ib i l i ty in t h i s matter, in view of the ex i s t ing 

s t r a t e g i c c o n d i t i o n s . ^ The telegram did not reach Kornllov 

In time to stop h i s v i s i t . 

Kornllov was accompanied to Petrograd by a squadron of 

the feklnsky Cavalry l eg inen t armed with machine guns. His 

Chief of S t a f f , General I*ukoiasky, explained th i s imposing 

* % l l i u k o v , Istort lft , 105-107, as quoted In Strakhovsky, 
"Was There a Kornllov Rebellion," 382. 

1 fk 
'°Mll lukov, I s t o r l l a , 107, as quoted in Sfcrakhovsky, 

" l a s There a Kornllov Rebellion," 382. Also Kerensky, Pre-
lude to Bolshevism. 34. 
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body guard as necessary because General Kornllov expected to 

be dismissed when he saw Kerensky and wanted the t roops **to 

ooae to h i s help In case of n e c e s s i t y . " 1 7 One® In the c a p l t o l , 

he waa received by Savlnkov and they went immediately to see 

the Prime Min i s t e r . During K o r n l l o v ^ conversat ion with 

Kerensky, the machine gun squadron stood guard a t the doors 

of the Winter Palace . Kerensky considered t h i s an unforg ivab le 

a f f r o n t on Kornllov1a pa r t . 1 ® I t i s d i f f i c u l t to say exac t ly 

what happened a t t h i s meeting, because Xerenaky prevented the 

r epor t from being read to a f u l l ga ther ing of the cab ine t . 

IJXffffMlifl-, reported t h a t " m i l i t a r y ques t ions were d i scussed , 

bearing on proposa ls made by General Kornllov In h i s r e p o r t , 

which he , with B. V. Savlnkov, submitted to the Provis iona l 
n 1 9 

Government, One h i s t o r i a n , however, says the r epor t was 

read and discussed by Kornllov a t a p r i v a t e meeting a t which 

only Kerensky, Mekrasov, and Teresohenko were p r e s e n t , a t 

which the l a t t e r two argued aga ins t the proposals while 
Pf) 

Kerensky sa t by s i l e n t l y . Kerensky* s explanat ion oorrobo*» 
21 

r a t e s t h i s r e p o r t . In f a c t , the measures were not presented 

1 "^Lukomsky» iiSMlZa. 97. 

' l e r e n s k y , J t s l a i a Ifl. Bolah.vl 66. 
I % 

August 11, 191?* as quoted In Browder and 
Kerensky, I I , 1023. 

»*w « Miliukov, ItiSLtiUAf 108-109, as quoted in Strakhovsky, 
was There a Kornllov R e b e l l i o n / 383. 

21 
Keren sky, ftxflwflj 12. B o l s h e v i k . 68. 
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to the Provisional Government as a whole a t a ay time. On® 

metaber of the cabinet, the State-Oomptroller Kokoshkin, handed 

i n h i s r e s igna t ion is. an at tempt to get Kornilov' s program 

adopted, F inal ly , Kerensky, in an e f f o r t to appease the Kadet 

members of the government, informed the ministers of the con-

tents of the report, but only in i t s f i r s t version and revealing 

only the p a r t s dealing d irec t ly with m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s . The 

government decided to accept Kornilov's program i n principle 

from t h i s rather sketchy report of i t s contents.25^ 

3o the government went through August without any c lear-

cut program of reform for the army, but with only another 

s e r i e s of worn-out p lat i tudes and high-flown phrases with which 

they would attempt to s a t i s f y the impatient people. General 

Komilov had tried vainly to present h i s proposals to the Pro-

v i s ional Grovernment, while Keren sky had pers i s t ent ly avoided 

that very thing. Undoubtedly, Kerensky f e l t he could not 

present such a program with approval and s t i l l retain the 

support of the Soviet , fhe Soviet was not l i k e l y to give up 

i t s domination in the f i e l d of mi l i tary d i s c i p l i n e , and the 

provisions dealing with the n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of the railroads 

and defense Industries would be part icular ly displeas ing. 

Keren sky's n e c e s s i t y to re ly on the support of the Soviet to 

retain h i s government forced him into a s i t u a t i o n of 

^Kereneky, $SL 74-5. m Also Miliukov, 
i S S f i t i S b 109-11, a® quoted by Strakhovsky, "Was There a 
Kornllov Sebel l lon, 384. 
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p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n t h a t only served to v e r i f y the f e a r s of the 

conserva t ives . The government seemed paralyzed and confused, 

while Keren sky t r i e d f r a n t i c a l l y to conso l ida te M s f a l t e r i n g 

power. General Kornilov appeared more and more to f i t the 

ro l e of the n a t i o n a l hero f o r whom the voices of the Bight 

were c a l l i n g . 



CHAPTER VI 

THE MOSCOW STATE GOBPEEJWCE 

Ear ly i n J u l y Kerenelty had c a l l e d f o r a meet ing of the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l t h e o rgan ized f o r c e s i n t h e c o u n t r y 

to g a t h e r i n Mo BOO W on August 25* Keren sky claimed t h e p u r -

pose of the mee t ing was to demons t ra te t h e u n i t y of t h e coun t ry 

behind t h e government - " to f e e l t h e p u l s e of t h e c o u n t r y . 

Othe r o p i n i o n s were n o t so o p t i m i s t i c , Lenin c a l l e d i t a 

" c o r o n a t i o n of t h e Counter-revolutionary government ,* and of 

secondary s i g n i f i c a n c e at best .-^ Many f e l t i t was a s a t t e m p t 

on t h e p a r t of t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Government to g ive t h e p u b l i c 
A 

a s u b s t i t u t e f o r t h e l ong -awa i t ed C o n s t i t u e n t Assembly* 

Chernov sa id t h e Conference vas c a l l e d t o r e s t o r e 

Kereneky' s r a p i d l y dwindl ing p o p u l a r i t y , and Sukhanov s a i d 

t h e r e a l purpose of t h e Conference was t o compel t h e S o v i e t s 

t o e f f a c e t h e a s e l v e s once and f o r a l l b e f o r e t h e overwhelming 

*'*. 3 . Fokrovs t t i i and Ya, A Yakovlev ( e d s . ) , 191? god 
x flqftamaaMfo 1 mUftilalaMi* v o l . ix* Q,gw&*rut^no® 
^avflighohanle. 330-1 „ a s quoted i n Browder and Keren stcy, 
Do.ement i . I l l , 1450. 

% e r e a s k y , %taa taas f r f t* 282. 

^Lenin , Worka. XX, I , 74 . 

4 L e n i i , Wo A s . IX, I , 287-88 Sot© 37. 

$7 
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np t jo r i ty of t!io r e s t of t h e populace » . . " and , p t r h a p s a t 

t h e sane t ime to e n f o r c e s i l e n c e on t h e h a n d f u l of u p s t a r t s 

on t h e Hight» who ware s h o u t i n g abou t Genera l F i s t a s t h e 
„6 

s o l e r e c o u r s e . Xt was a l l b i3ar ;?e ly ; r i / i a l and n a i v e . 

T ie Conference was a t t e n d e d by n e a r l y 2 , 5 0 0 d e l e g a t e s 

r e p r e s e n t i n g most of t h e o r g a n i z e d g roups of Huas ia . Bo-

cause of t h e n u m e r i c a l appo r t i onmen t of t h e d e l e g a t e s , which 

d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t t h e masse s , t h e Bolshev iks d e c l a r e d t h e 

Confe rence a c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y group and r e f u s e d t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e . At f i r s t t h e roembers wished t o make a d e c l a r a t i o n 

i s t h e M e of t h e p a r t y and then walk o u t of t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 

but t h e p r e s id ium r e f u s e d t o a l l o w t h i s . ^ 

On t h e morning of August 25 t h e a tmosphere i n Moscow 

was charged w i t h t e n s i o n , Deeplt-e t h e a p p e a l s of t h e S o v i e t 

of •Workers* and Sold i ere* D e p u t i e s , t h e Moscow p r o l e t a r i a t 

s t aged a one-day s t r i k e t h a t c losed most of t h e r e s t a u r a n t s , 
D 

s topped tram s e r v i c e , and cu t o f f u t i l i t i e s . Thus, a con -

f e r e n c e des igned t o show t h e u n i t y of t h e c o u n t r y and t h e 

s t r e n g t h of t h e P r o v i s i o n a l Government opened unde r more o r 

l e s e er riharraesin<j c i r c u m s t a n c e s . Alarming rumors f l e w abou t 

t h e c i t y , p r e d i c t i n g a COUP d ' e t a t a g a i n s t t h e government . ^ 

^Sukhanov, j&gjBim ^Y9XU,t4,.9B» 1 1 » *95. 

^ T r o t s k y , fi£ JMaua. Iffifiil&ff, I m t e U m * I I . 
8 I z v e s t l l a . August 13, 1917, a s quoted i n Krowder and 

Kereneky, Itoeuaeffitas. I l l , 1456-7. Also T r o t s k y , H i s t o r y . 
I I , 149. 

9 i z i e e , i a l i l s 2 M S S & # 70 . Also l e r e n i k y , g a M . i M 
" u 87, Trot»ky, 151. 



Ofc#tsov i n s i s t s a actually m s planned !jy KofRllov#« 

supporters, *s*t ^ha troops vara haltad fcafora *3»ty oouia r#ae& 

*9»oo¥.10 I»«nla ala© ura*.*, "Ors A-̂ guat 97 a rasou? *•*»# apraad 

in ^oaow .to ("*te ef.?^*:, .form itftito urajw aoidng 

tamrd ?'3(30ow ^ror'i t!i® ."ront and *Itat a t tha aswea t i n •certain 

"nil? tarr -roups, aajoytng t&« sympathy of ©art&in oirolaa of 

aooiaty In "oseow, * w#w organising f4«cdelv® ommtat* 

ravalut,!osa^y aotlona. •"*1 

.%rly i s tha toy on 35 crowds b«»sau. to 

£ftth«r 'i':- the "%%Bh®l f h m t a r , this aoane of tit© CloKfe»i3#«» 

?ha d io t r i e t atwmil tha *fe*afcay was ttloofced off by & t j l p l a 

oordon of fnldiors and oadata* Tha mil i t ia !*##» callad 

in to ssaintaia order, Tsit there war* so (11 aturhanoa«. Tha 

orowd yasr.ainad relat ively qula% *ven hoet i le , as the dala* 

„!&taa srrtvaJU Only a vaiy fair wara $Ttt**e6 «th«eias t ioal ly» 

Sy 3tOC* p.n. 4ha t&a&tra was f i l l ed to capacity, '"ha dale-

j.at.68 v*ra aeatad ?r»> right to laf t !n tha andi.tOTiun 

according ta thai* pol i t ica l a f f i l i a t i o n . On tint right tha 

f«at$ ?rar« f i l l e d with oaeit representative* of tha IM â and 

tli# mlMl* class p a r t i a l Or. th t l a f t wa*a *fta 3ov*.;%t 

mvkini smr and t*ia JMildleya. In the canter sat 

the iumn'mre of the cooperatives and the fraa professional 

a»aooife^ioa;4f vnlia the ooxes and Daloonlas war# taMaii hy tha 

Sxfial 
^Ltmln, jyu&ju XX, I , 104, 
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group a of M a l i n a t i o n a l ! t i e s and the officers* a s s o c i a t i o n s . 1 2 

P r e o i a e l y i n the c e n t e r of the s t age sat Keren sky, aywbolizing 

i l l s n o n - p a r t i s a n a t t i t u d e , a n d around I l i a ©at the m i n i s t e r s 

of the P r o v i s i o n a l u o ^ i u a u t . *he i m p e r i a l boxes were r e -

served f o r the d i p l o m a t i c rep r e sen t a t i v© s of t h e A l l i e d and 

n e u t r a l powers. The stage was s e t f o r one of t h e most l u d i -

c rous dramaa this venerab le t h e a t r e had eve r seen . 

Kereas'icy d e l i v e r e d the opening speech of t he Conference , 

a d a z z l i n g two-hour o r a t o r y which reproached both t he L e f t 

and the Hi^ht and appealed f o r u n i t y , H e was I n t e r r u p t e d 

f rora time to time by applause and c h e e r i n g , When he spoke of 

the P o p e ' s peace p r o p o s a l , he dao la red xtuasia*» l o y a l t y t o 

h e r A l l i e s , and t h e audience stood and faced t h e boxes where 

t he representatives of the A l l i e d powers were sea ted and a p -

plauded l o u d l y . When the d e l e g a t e s applauded h i s mention of 

r e s t o r i n g t h e dea th p e n a l t y he i n t e r r u p t e d them s h a r p l y , 

c r y i n g , "Who d a r e s applaud when i t i s a q u e s t i o n of capital 

punishtaent? Don ' t you know t h a t a t t h a t moment, a t t h a t h o u r , 

a p a r t o£ our v a s k i l l e d ? " * * Desp i te t h e d ramat i c 

1 2 p r i c e ^ 70-1 , P r i c e g i v e s the f o l l o w i n g 
breakdown of t h e a e a t a appor t ioned a t t h e Conferences 30^ 
S o v i e t s ; 5% p r o f e s s i o n a l a l l i a n c e s ( t r a d e unions)? 10# co -
o p e r a t i v e s i 10# f r e e p r o f e s s i o n a l s ? 15% Oumas; 15% middle 
c l a s s p a r t i e s ; 20;- a l l i a n c e of c i t i e s and zerestvos. Lenin, 
fgi,i$ M& SQiZUTfi aJi Ismax.* 287, g i v e s a more thorough 
breakdown, but l a r g e l y c o r r o b o r a t e s P r i ce s* f i g u r e s . 

1 as quoted i n Browder 
and Kereiacky. Bocuaentg. I I I . 1407-63. 

14 
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d e l i v e r y , the speech was d i sappoin t ing to most of the d e l e g a t e s . 

Kerenslcy's s e c r e t a r y , Pltrlm Sorokln, declared the Prime 

Minis te r was Ma Hamlet wavering to and f r o / ' 1 5 while h i s one-

time f r i e n d , Zinaida Glppius b i t t e r l y wrote l a h e r d i a r y , 

"He 1® l i k e a ra i lway ca r r i age t h a t has l e f t the m i l s . He 

sways, v a c i l l a t e s p a i n f u l l y . . . w 1 6 

The most a r r e s t i n g eveat of the t h ree day conference was 

the a r r i v a l of the Supreme Commander, General Kornllov. 

Kornllov a r r i ved In Moscow on the 26th, the second day of 

the Conference, and h i s reoept lon was one which Kerensky might 

have dreamed up for h imse l f . As the Genera l ' s t r a i n pulled 

i n t o the s t a t i o n a group of Tekinsky body guards , dressed in 

bright red coats and wearing long, naked swords, l e a p t from 

the train and formed a cordon to protect the General.*7 He 

was greeted by a crowd of j u b i l a n t admirer® who cheered and 

pe l ted him with f lowers while weal thy, a lddle»elas® women 

f e l l on the ir knees before hlii and begged him to k i s s t h e i r 

hands, A guard of honor, composed of o f f i c e r s fro® the 

Alexander Military School, stood a t a t t e n t i o n ou t s ide the 

s t a t i o n , and the s t r e e t s were l ined with crowds anxious to 

i 9 2 * ) f I e ! f 1 ' ° Somkln' Haras . Sim a. a u s l s a p i » " (» .« i o r k , 

16„. 
m i * - i a o m i k , a» aippius, ttaTwrttola., 

•A& IBelgrade, 1929), 162, as quoted In Strakhovsky, 
ere A Kornllov Bebellion," 384. 

17 
Trotsky, HjJiSJX 2l MSMlm I I , 150. 
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get a glimpse of the nat ional h e r o . 1 8 Hie Kadet, Radichev, 

gr i t t ed Mm with a short address which ended, "Save Russia, 

and a g r a t e f u l people wi l l reward you."*9 A© Kornllov1 B party-

moved through the s t r e e t s of Moscow a pamphlet ent i t led, 

"Kornllov, the National Hero," was distributed among the 

people. Kerensky la ter declared that the pamphlet had been 

printed at the expense of the British military mission and 

had been brought to Moscow In General Knox's railway carriage. 2 0 

KorniloY** own conduct was hardly designed to l u l l the sus* 

piclone which were building up in Kerenrifcy's mind about him. 

He proceeded f i r s t to pray at the shrine of the Iberian virgin, 

customary v i s i t i n g place of the f s a r s . ?he brief pause was 

not without i t s dramatic e f f e c t . The British ambassador 

noted with some alarm, "Our chief safeguard l i e s In the faot 

that neither can go on without the other, 

That evening, Kornllov was vis i ted by the Minister of 

Commerce, Iurenov, who urged the General to confine h i s speech 

before the Conference to a general discussion of the condition 

of thjft a nay and avoid any mention of a difference of opinion 

between the High Command and the government. Kornllov refused 

declaring that nothing could prevent him from speaking h is 

1 i m e s (Xiondon), August 29, *917. 

^Trotsky, Histo.rv of MB.Am Revolution.. XI, 1 50. 
20Kerensky, ,P§,tf i t e P t e * 31 5. 

\ 

21 Buchanan, llMlftfi, 12. I I . *72. 
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mind• Kerensky had asked Kornilov e a r l i e r , on M s August 23 

v i s i t to Petrograd, t o r e s t r i c t M s speech to purely a i l i t a r y 

matters - the s ta t e of the a m y and the s t ra teg ic s i tuat ion -

and spoke to the General again at Moscow urging hia not to 

infr inge on d i s c i p l i n e , hut Kornilov remained adamant.22 

When General Kornilov entered the Bolshol Theatre on the 

morning of August 26, he was greeted with another triumphal 

reception. He took h i s place in a box with Generals Alekseev 

and Kaledin at 11*50 a.m. amid a tumultous ovation frora the 

right s ide of the auditorium, while the l e f t s ide sat qu ie t ly 

without applauding.2^ A few minutes l a t e r Kerensky and h i s 

m i n i s t e r s appeared on the s t a g e . The l e f t s ide of the t h e a t r e 

now rose and applauded Kerensky for more than f i v e minutes 

while the right remained ao t ion le s s . The representatives of 

the o f f i c e r s and generals a l so refrained from acknowledging 

22Kerensky, Prelude to Bolshevism 81-83. Kerensky c i t e * 
Filonenko's evidence a t the inves t igat ion In which Tilonenko 
offered to a s s i s t Kornilov in writing h i s speech. He claimed 
the speech was dictated by him to Zavoiko, and was read by 
Kornilov Just as d ic tated . Kerensky added that JPilonenko was 
apparen t ly cognisant of the ins truct ions t o Kornilov about 
the content of the speech and avoided a l l the controversial 
points . 

August 28, 1917, as quoted in Colder, 
W - 9 5 . In MMM M i ftmlna M g M f l f i l U 

>b#rt Vmrth stated that Kornilov was unnoHoedwhem 
he f i r s t entered the ha l l so he went out and os tentat ious ly 
returned to h i s box to be greeted t h i s time with an ovation. 
Strakhoveky, in "Was There a Kornilov ^Rebellion," 385, acouses 
Warth of being both innaceurate and biased and quotes Kiliukov 
as h i s eouroe. 
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the government and Keren sky. When the Sent m l rose to speak, 

he was again hear t i ly applauded 'by the t i g h t and twioe 

Keren sky was obliged to c a l l f o r qu ie t so General Komllov 
pA 

oould be heard. 

In a blunt, so ld ier ly manner, Koniilov addressed the 

Conference. He told the delegates he was no longer sure 

the Hassian army would perform I t s duty to the country. He 

painted an unhappy picture of the disgraceful condition of 

the array, of the breakdown in d i s c i p l i n e , the lack of sup-

p l i e s , and the wholesale desert ions. "The enemy i s already 

knocking at the gates of Hlga, and i f the i n s t a b i l i t y of 

our armies prevents ua from holding our l i n e s along the coast 

of the Gulf of Riga, then the road to Petrograd w i l l be open," 

he warned. Then the General outlined the measures which he 

had proposed in h i s report to the Provisional Government and 

which he was convinced were the only measures that could save 

the amy, and hence, the country, the a ray's predicament, he 

went on, was the resul t of a ser ies of l e g i s l a t i v e measures 

passed by people whose understanding and s p i r i t were a l i en 

to the army. Kornilov declared that the Provisional Govern-

ment must immediately adopt h i s report in order to save the 

24jJUCS&Sll&# August 28, 1917, as quoted in Golder, 
b *95. 
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country. 2^ MI be l i eve In the genius of the Russian people, I 

be l i eve in the reason of the ^uasian people , and I be l i eve 

In the s a l v a t i o n of t he country,M t he General conoluded, 

" . . . but I declare tha t there I s no time to l o s e , that 

not a s i n g l e minute must be l o s t , Hesolution I s necessary 

and the f irm, stead fa at execu ti on of the measures out l ined. 

The d e l e g a t e s on the Right greeted the General*s speech with 

warm applause, while from tht. Left came c r i e s of "Down with 

the Counter-revolution* 

Those who were disappointed in the restrained tone of the 

Supreme Commander's speech were heartened by the f i e r y t irade 

of General Kaledin which fol lowed. He spoke for the twelve 

Cossack f o r c e s and demanded that the army be kept out of 

p o l i t i c s , a l l Soviets and committees be abol ished, the Dec-

larat ion of Soldiers ' l i g h t s must be revised to include t h e i r 

dut ies as wel l as r i g h t s , and d i s c i p l i n e in the army, both at 

the front and the rear, must be restored. I t i s doubtful i f 

25<jhe report he referred t o , of course, was the one pre-
pared f o r h i s by Savinkov and Filonenko, which Xerensky re -
fused to sign or to present to the government* I t included 
as i t s pr incipal measures the restorat ion of d i s c i p l i n e and 
authori ty , the improvement in the pres t ige and material con-
d i t ion of the o f f i c e r s , the r e s t r i c t i o n of the a c t i v i t i e s of 
the ©ownittees to economic and internal l i f e of the army, and 
the adoption a t the rear ©f the d i sc ip l inary measure® already 
i n e f f e c t a t the f r o n t . 

26§g,SMtea1fagT.mg,l| 60-66, as quoted In 
Browder and Keren sky. Documents. I I I . 1474-78. Also , Golder, 
I M J l ) 494. 

27Chernov, &Z2&& .gaiii&il, KlIPlftttLfltt* 358. 
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many of t ea delegates a c t u a l l y heard Kaled in , for his every 

sentence was punctuated with shouts of "Right!* and MSravoI" 

f rora the Sight and with w h i s t l e s and no i se from the Left, At 

one po in t a voice fro sr. the Left cried "This i s coun te r -

r e v o l u t i o n ! 

Ohkheidze, the chairman o£ the Pet rograd Sov ie t , made a 

l eng thy speech defending the Sovie ts and the P r o v i s i o n a l Gov-

©m!£Oiri. and c a l l i n g f o r a un i t ed e f f o r t of a l l democrat ic 

el&mttr. s . " In t he se days when the enemy invas ion Is j e o p a r -

d i z i n g the very existence of t he r e v o l u t i o n a r y S t a t e , the 

democracy demands t h a t all c i t i z e n s and t he government exer t 

every resource f o r o rgan iz ing t he defense of the country 
ii ?Q 

against m i l i t a r y d e v a s t a t i o n , he argued. 

A f t e r t h a t the Conference lapsed i n t o a s e r i e s of end less 

speeches by the impor tant and the un impor tan t , by the defenders 

of r e v o l u t i o n a r y democracy and by those who wanted to tu rn 

back the tode of r e v o l u t i o n , by the p a r t i s a n s , the army, the 

navy, the t r a d e un ions , the n a t i o n a l i t i e s , i nc lud ing the 

Jexs and the ^os lews. Toward the end of the Oonferenoe an 

i n c i d e n t occurred which showed the deep s p l i t even among the 

appa ren t ly l o y a l groups, the Cossacks. lagaiev, a young 

Cossack o f f i c e r , rose and dec la red t h a t he was speaking f o r 

quoted i n 
Browder and Keren sky, 3ooiia«it». Ill, 1478-80. Also, Tines 
(London), August 29, 1917. 

2 9 I b i d . , 1480-88. Also flues (London), August 29, 1917. 
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the Oofenack Work e r a ' Sect ion of the Sov ie t , and 'began rx 

v i t r i o l i c a t t a c k on General Xcledin . " I t e l l you, General 

l a l e d l i i , " he shouted, "do not flare to speak in the name of 

the working Oo3»acV. a an€ ' voops of the rank and f i l e ! " Shouts 

of "T ra i t o r l M "Ar res t hir«!M came from the box "where the 

Cava l ie r s of r , , George were s ea t ed , The l e f t came to Hagaiev*8 

defense by y e l l i n g and shaking t h e i r f i s t s a t the o f f i c e r s and 

the generals .^® 

At the end of a speech by the i n d u s t r i a l i s t Bublikov, 

3ubl iko-fund T s e r e t e l l i shook hands i n the c e n t e r of the s t a g e , 

symbolizing the u n i t y of the n a t i o n , " the a r ra i a t i ce between 

c a p i t a l and l a b o r i n t he name of t he s t r u g g l e f o r Russia . 

Only the raost u n i n i t i a t e d de l ega t e could have aocepted such a 

ge s tu r e on f a c e va lue . The r e s t of the Conference was l a r g e l y 

an exchange of a c c u s a t i o n s and r e c r i m i n a t i o n s . 

Keren sky brought the Conference to a c lose with a speech 

t h a t bordered on incoherency and h y s t e r i a and l e n t support 

to the susp ic ion of some observer© t h a t Kerensky himself was 

eager to become a d i c t a t o r , Sir George Buchanan wrote , 

"Serensky, whose head has been aoaewhat turned of l a t e and 

who has been nicknamed ' t h e l i t t l e Napoleon,* did h i s beat 

to a c t up to h i s new role by posing l a several of Sapoleon1a 

favor i t e a t t i t u d e s . . , w 32 Chernov charged the Prime 

3°PriOe, lemiai scences . 76*77* Also Trotsky, History 
SJL Bi&ggiafi l e v o l u t i o n . I I . 182. 

Keren sky, 284. 

32Buct»nan, B M a a M *72. 
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min i s t e r with assuming the a t t i t u d e of a super -a rb i t e r , an 

a r c h p r i e s t of a myst ica l Statehood opposed to the r e a l i t i e s 

of c l a s s , na t i ona l and pa r ty h o s t i l i t i e s . - ^ 

Thus ended the f i a s c o of the Moscow Stat© Conference. 

Instead of un i t i ng the na tion behind the Prov is iona l Govern-

ment the Conference ha-1 a c t u a l l y def ined the H a t of demar-

cat ion between the two groups, n e i t h e r side won; a c t u a l l y 

both l o o t , f o r now each s ide was faoe to f a c e with a formidable 

and suspic ious opponent - a t l e a s t , formidable i a the r e l a t i v e 

teriaa of each s i d e ' s s t r e n g t h . ?he Conference had done nothing 

to dra'v the organised groups of the country t o g e t h e r , and had 

done sauoh to f o r c e the f r i n g e groups and midd le -o f - the - roade r s 

i n t o opposing canps. The Russian newspapers nea r ly a l l agreed 

tha t the Conference had f a l l e n f a r shor t of i t s o b j e c t i v e . On 

August 30, Rcch. the organ of the Cadets, wrote "By c o n t r i -

buting to the de s t ruc t i on of the p r e s e n t , the Moscow Conference 

has undoubtedly helped to shape the near f u t u r e . . . The 

Moscow Conference has s h i f t e d the l i n e of demarcation between 

the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the populat ion in to two caaps. 

tolM&a foflaaogtl. a d a l l y newspaper of l i b e r a l pe r -

suasion, pra i sed General Kc ra i l ov ' s speech, but admitted t h a t 

the re was no ou tbur s t of f e e l i n g t h a t could r a l l y everyone 

33chernov, Basalap Be.volutlon. 356. 

^ S e c h . August 17, 191?, a s quoted in Browder and l e r ensky , 
mmmto* 1517. 
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around the task of saving the m o t h e r l a n d , T h e Soc ia l i s t 

Revolutionary newspaper, Delo Karoda. alone s ta ted tha t the 

Government merged from the Conference stronger than i t had 

been before . Af t e r ha l f a year of revolution* the g rea t e s t 

t e s t s of s t rength s t i l l awaited the f a l t e r i n g Provisional 

Government. 

> August 17» 1917, ae quoted in 
Browder and Kereneky, M w m M * **» 1516. 

3 6 M & ^aroda. Auguet 17, 1917, as quoted in Browder 
and KerenakyTltooumenta. I I , 1519. 
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ins mmmiMQ osisis 

The Moscow 3tate Conference had only confirmed th© 

belief that Kerensky could never restore strong government 

In Russia. Leaders of the Eight lost no time is urging 

land owners aid financial men t© support th® cause of 

General Komilov# Before the General returned t© the 

Stavka fro® Moscow he had several meetings that had im-

portant bearing on the events t© com©* 

On August 26, Komilov met with Miliukov and told him 

that he did not want to miss this opportunity for an open 

conflict with Kerensky*s government, that he had even de-

cided on the date. Miliukov was convinced that Komilov 

did not consider himself a conspirator. He wanted to re-

place the government, but the change could take place in 

a peaceful way, with the consent of the government and even 

Kerensky himself. Miliukov warned Komilov that a fight 

with Kerensky would be untimely.1 

Another interview, far more important, was held with 

A. F. Aladin, a mysterious man who played an Important role 

in the Komilov affair. Aladin had been a leader of the 

labor group in the First Duma in 1905, but had fled to 

^Miliukov, Xstoriva. I, vypusk 2, 173-74, as quoted 
in Browder and Kerensky, Documents. Ill, 1543. 

80 
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Efcgland upon disso lut ion of the Duma, where he worked a t 

varioue times a s a p r i n t e r ' s d e v i l , a dock laborer, and a 

language i n s t r u c t o r . Kerensky accused him of being the en-

voy of the B r i t i sh War Minister, Lord Milner, and of having 
O 

second place in the entourage of General Kornilov. Accord-

ing to Keren sky, Aladin brought Kornilov a l e t t e r frost Lord 

Kilner, expressing h i s approval of a mi l i tary dictatorship 

i n Russia and g iving h i s blessing to the enterpr ise . -^ Be-

cause of h i s connections in Britain h i s presence at General 

Headquarters during the height of the c r i s i s gave r i s e to the 

charge t h a t the B r i t i s h Government was involved in some way 

in the Kornilov movement. The meeting between Aladin and 

Kornilov was far from s e c r e t , however. The London Times 

reported, "Alaydin had a long conference with Kornilov be-

f o r hi® departure f o r the f ront . He presented a long repor t 

to him about the s i tuat ion in England and France. 
2Kerensky» 315. 

T * 3 R i S a r d H* k M M r i I 2 I I - 1 S 2 0 , 
M l I t e l a x (Princeton, 1961J7 11. Neither 

t h i s l e t t e r nor any hint of i t oan be found In Lord Milner's 
papers in lew College, Oxford. Oheraov, Great l u s s l an 
Revolution. 354, wrote that Aladin was probably financed by 
the Bri t i sh government and said that both Aladin and Zavoiko 
were c l o se ly related to Knox. In h i s His tory of the Baselan 

| I » 145, Trotsky gave the fo l lowing desc r ip t i on 
of Aladin: He never removed an English pipe from h i s mouth 
and t h e r e f o r e considered himself a s p e c i a l i s t upon international 
a f f a i r s . He was Kornilov's right hand man while h i s l e f t 
was covered by Savinkov and Filonenko. 

^Tlmea (London), August 29, 1917. 
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Regardless of whether Aladin was actually employed by 

the British government In any capacity or not, the sympathies 

of the British were at least u n o f f i c i a l l y on the side of 

General Kornilov. Both General Knox and Sir George Buchanan 

indicated sympathy with the efforts of Kornilov and his fol-

lowers to re-establish discipline in the aray and ©specially 

to ortate an effective fighting force on the Eastern front. 

On Septeaber 7» Knox presented a personal report to the British 

War cabinet. In answer to a question regarding the possibility 

of a coup d'etat headed by Kornilov, General Knox answered 

that he did not know what preparations were being made, but 

that Kornilov was a man of strong character, honest, p a t r i o t i c , 

and "the best man in sight," He went on to say that Kornilov 

enjoyed the support of the Cossacks, whtse numbers alone would 

be enough to subdue Petrograd, Knox urged the War Cabinet 

to consider a joint representation fro» the Allied govern-

ments recommending to the Sussian Government that In view of 

lassia's desparate s i tuat ion and the peril of putting back 

iemoeracy, General Kornilov should be f u l l y supported in 

measures which he wished to take to restore d i s c i p l i n e , ^ 

Later, on September 9 , when Korni lov ordered the troops 

under h i s command to march on Fetrograd, one of the few units 

Îfajor-Geaer&l Sir Alfred Knox, With the Russian Army. 
1914-1917 (London, 1921), II, 677. Also David Lloyd George, 
l a x Sflfil£§,> 1211-1212. (Boston, 1936) , V, 101-102. 
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which proved f a i t h f u l to the General was a flrltiBh armored-

car squadron under Commander Ol iver Locker-Lampson t whose 
(% 

member© were dressed in Russian uniform. I t i s probably 

sa fe to say t h a t Knox was aware of the i r part ioipation and 

perhaps even arranged for i t , f o r a s Robert Warth comment* 

i n Hi£ 4Ulfi& SAi M m l m " i t i® scarce ly 

conceivable that t h e i r commander would have done so upon 

h i s own i n i t i a t i v e and without the knowledge or consent of 

the B r i t i s h author i t i e s . 

The Brit ish ambassador, Sir George Buohanan, refused to 

part ic ipate a c t i v e l y , but he knew of the proposed plans and 

hoped for a Kornilov v ictory. Sir George had l o s t h i s pre-

vious confidence l a Kerensky and f e l t t h a t Kornilov was a 

®uch s t r o n g e r man.® In h i s menoira he wrote t h a t , on Sep-

tember 5. while Savlnkov was negotiat ing with General Kornilov, 

the direotor of one of the p r i n c i p a l banks of Petrograd cane 

to him and told hi® t h a t certain persons wi shed him to a s s i s t 

them by placing the Brit ish armored-cara at the ir disposal 

and by helping then escape i f t h e i r e n t e r p r i s e should f a l l . 

Buchanan rep l i ed t h a t i t was wa very naive proceeding on the 

^Oilman, kmX$ir§QlX&k M & H t o f i . 11. 
7 

«arth» UUm, M i i a i l l l lB 1 23 . 
8Sttehsman, E U f i l m M SBM1&. I I , 171. 
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p a r t of those gentlemen to ask an ambassador to conspire 

aga in s t the Government to which he was acc red i t ed . M Bu» 

ohanen urged them to give up the i r p l o t . " I f General Kor-

n i l o v were wis®," he added, whe would wai t f o r the Bolsheviks 

to make the f i r s t move and then cost and put thero down . . 

On September 10, whea the outcome of the venture was s t i l l 

i n doubt . S i r George wrote , "There l a noth ing t o b® done 

but to await events and t o t r u s t t h a t Korailov w i l l be 

s t rong enough to overcome a l l r e s i s t a n c e i n the course of 

a few days ." 1 0 S t i l l l a t e r , he commented, "I had always 

done my bes t to discourage the idea of a m i l i t a r y coup d ' e t a t , 

a® g u s e l a ' s bes t hope of sa lva t ion l a y i n a c lo t# cooperat ion 
»»f l 

between hi® Kornilov and Kerensky. 

In addition to the meetings with Miliukov and Aladin, 

General l o r a i l o v was v i s i t e d by severa l persona r ep re sen t ing 

the coun te r - r evo lu t iona ry group® a c t i v e In Fe t rograd ,* 2 The 

c o n f l i c t i n g t e s t imonies of person® involved in t h i s a c t i v i t y 

In the days p r i o r to the open break between General Kornilov 

and Alexander Iterensky serves as an indicat ion of the confusion 

^ I b l d . , I I , 175-76. 
t o l b? . a , # I I , 181. 
1 1 | b l A , . I I , 185. 
1 P 

For testimony concerning coun te r - revo lu t ionary a c t i v i t y 
in Petrograd during the summer of 1917, see Browder and Ker-
ensky, Documenta. i e o o l l e c t i o n s of A, I, Puti lov, I I I , 1527-34, 
and H e e i l l e c t l o n s of F in lsov , I I I , 1534-35. 
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and lack of organization accompanying the Kornllov affair, 

and the counter-revolutionary movement as a whole. There 

was no organization, only an impulsive and disconnected 

planning - too many persons involved, too many secrets feeing 

passed on. Most of the groups and individual® had only the 

haziest notion ©f what the goal of their activity was and even 

less of how to accomplish it. Dissatisfaction with the gov-

ernment was the only characteristic any of them had in common{ 

none of them had a really effective plan for strengthening 

it or replacing it. 

Meanwhile, activities were intensified among the 

troops as well as on the civilian front. General Denlkln 

stated, "On the 20th of August orders were received to move 

the Oaucaslon Native Division from under my command north-

wards i on the 25th the same order was received for the Third 

Cavalry Corp . . . and later for the Kornllov * shock* regiment.n 

The destination of the troops was not given; it would have 

been the northern front or Petrograd. Denlkln had re-

commended General Krymov for the command of the Eleventh 

Army, but the Stavka demanded that Krymov oome to Mogilev for 

a special mission first. 1Denlkln was puzzled by the orders 

from the Stavka, but on September 2, Kornllov sent a personal 

letter explaining his strategy. The letter said that a rising 

of the Bolsheviks was to take place at the end of August.1* 

teste! EwaffiUt 316. 

^General Denlkln*® dates correspond with the Old Style. 
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by which tie# General Krymov and the Third Cavalry Corps 

were to reach Petrograd In order to crush the rising and put 

an end to the Soviet, Petrogmd would he proclaimed la a state 

of war and law® resulting fro® the Kornilov program would be 

published, Kornilov requested that Denlkln send him a score 

or more of reliable offleers officially for trench mortar 

Instructions - actually they would be sent to Petrograd and 

Incorporated Into the officer's d e t a c h m e n t . ^ At the same 

time, Quartermaster-General Romanovsky ordered the distribution 

of hand grenades to three cavalry units which were to surround 
% K 

and occupy Petrograd from the south. 

On September 3, Mga fell to the Germans. fhe date 1® 

an Important one because this opened the road to Petrograd 

for the German armies and forced the Provisional Government 

to consider the application of severe military measure® In 

the rear# There Is some evidence that General Kornilov may 

have deliberately planned the abandonment of Blga as an integral 

step toward bringing about the counter-revolution. In his 

speech at the Moscow State Conference, Kornilov had warned of 

the possibility of the loss of Riga, bat General Benlkin said 

that the front of the Lower Bvina was In complete preparedness, 

and that Headquarters Icnew not only the direction but even 

the day and the hour of the contemplated attack. 

*5])raikl&» fittialfta Imalit 316, 

1 ̂ Lecher, "Kornilov Affair," 245. 
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"Nevertheless," he wro te , "on t he 19th of August Cis t of 

Septembex £the Germans occupied the bridgehead of Uxhull 

i n t he f a c e of f e eb le opposit ion and crossed the Dvina. . . 

the 12th Army abandoned Riga. 7 The London Times noted 

that refugees from Riga told a Time 8 correspondent that 
| % 

the f i n a l blow to the c i t y was completely unexpected. v 

Trotsky d isagreed with Denikin on the preparedness of 

the tropps. He wrote that the 12th Army was t o t a l l y un-

prepared ; everything was lacking - men, arms, gas masks -

communications were bad, and many of the men were even f u r -
1 0 

nished with Japanese c a r t r i d g e s f o r Russian r i f l e s . ' 

f r o t s k y suggested t h a t the Russian general® wanted Riga to 

f a l l because i t was a "nest of jiropaganda" i n the hands of 

the workers and s o l d i e r s . He was sure the commander of 
po 

the northern front was one of the main conspirators . 

Kornilov f e l t the breakthrough was part ly caused by 

the poor s t a t e of morale and d i s c i p l i n e of the Russian troops, 

Despite the f a c t that they were prepared to hold Riga, many 

men simply refused to f i g h t . Kerensky i n s i s t e d that the 

Kornilov group hoped to use the f a l l of Riga to deprive the 

Prov i s iona l Government of a l l power. After the Conference 17J)enikin, S a s s l M I g l M l l i 313-14. 

* %lm.e@ (London), September 10, 1917. 

* % r o t sky, Hj, §%pxi 2l Mmlm i t l f f i l g t t M » *86. 
2 0 I b l d . , 187. 
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I n Moscow and the f a l l of Riga, Kornilov demanded t h a t the 

P r o v i s i o n a l Government p roc la im a s t a t e o i si&ge, p lace f u l l 

powers I n t h e Stavka and s u b o r d i n a t e to the Stavfca the gar-

r i son of the whole region of Petrograd.2* 

The f a l l of Riga and the r e t r e a t of the Russian army 

created a panic i n Petrograd. Everyone who could l eave the 

c a p i t o l was desparate ly t ry ing to do so , and the government 

was making preparations f o r i t s removal to Moscow. On Sep-

tember 3* the Prov i s iona l Government made severa l d e c i s i o n s ; 

among them was the d e c i s i o n to t r a n s f e r t h e troops of the 

P etrograd Mi l i tary D i s t r i c t to the d i r e c t J u r i s d i c t i o n of 

the Supreme Commander-in-Chief22- an almost unbe l ievable 

a c t i f Kerensky r e a l l y did suspect Korailov of a proposed 

i n s u r r e c t i o n a g a i n s t the government. I t i s n o t so a s t o n i s h i n g 

i f Kerensky and the General were cooperating i n a plan to 

s e t up a d i c t a t o r s h i p . 

In a d d i t i o n , the government decided to c r e a t e a s e p a r a t e 

m i l i t a r y area , Petrograd and environs , under the j u r i s d i c t i o n 

of the Provis ional Government, and to send to the f r o n t 

a l l the regiments s ta t ioned i n Petrograd which had par-

t i c i p a t e d i n the July upr i s ing and to replace them wi th 

more r e l i a b l e u n i t s to be placed at the government ' s d i s p o s a l . 

22JCereneky "Kerensky and K o r n i l o f f : A Reply," ZSlzMeMIJ 
Re view. OX (July-December 1918), 835. 

2 3 *erensky , C a t a s t r o p h e , 31T. 
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On September 5» Boris Savinkov, Deputy Minis ter of War, 

l e f t f o r the Stavka to r e l a t e these dec is ions of the Pro-

v i s iona l Government to Kornilov and to ask the General to 

comply with several request® from Keren sky. At the Stavkat 

Savinkov found the Supreme Commander In an excited s t a t e , 

dec lar ing t h a t he had no f a i t h In the government and could 

not work with a man l i k e l e rensky . When Kornilov calmed down, 

Savinkov infonned him t h a t hi® plans had been approved by Rer-

ensky, and t h a t Kerensky requested a cavalry corps to be d i s -

patched to Petrograd to be placed a t the d isposa l of the 

Provis ional Government. Kerensky also wished Kornilov to 

send the Union of O f f i c e r s , many of whom he suspected of 

conspiracy, to Moscow, where, in Kerensky's opinion, they 

would be out of the way, and to l iquidate the p o l i t i c a l depart-

went attached to the Stavka for the same reason. With regard 

to the cavalry corps , Kerensky stated that he e x p l i c i t l y in -

formed Savinkov to t e l l Kornilov not to send the Savage 

Division and not to appoint General Krymov, ae both the General 

and the Division were considered bloodthirsty and reactionary.2^ 

Miliukov contends, however, t h a t d e f i n i t e o rders were given to 

concentrate the Third Cavalry Corps, of which the Savage Division 

was a part, In the v i c i n i t y of Petrograd a t t h e ' d i s p o s a l of the 

2 3Kerensky, Prelude Bolshevism , 212. This account was 
written down f o r Kerensky by S&vlnkov and was in Kerensky* s 
possession when he wrote Prelude while i n the underground In 
Russia following the f a l l of the Provisional Government. I t 
was l o s t along with a l l of hi® paper® and books when he f l ed 
Pa r i s in advance of the German occupation in 1940. 
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Government.2* If Miliukov's version is correct, then more 

evidence points to cooperation between the General and the 

Prime Minister, at least at this point. Savinkov1 s state-

ment agrees with Kerensky, and he said the General agreed 

to tlit request, and also agreed that now he could work with 

the Government. Kornilov told Savinkov to convey to Kerensky 

hi® oomplete loyalty to the Government.2*' After Savinkov 

had presented his report, General Kornilov sent for General 

Lukomsky and asked him to examine the materials brought by 

Savinkov, and give his opinion of them. Lukomsky told Kornilov 

that the report was acceptable, except for the provisions 

for the commissaries and committees, which still gave these 

institutions far too much power. 

After dinner, in Kornilov1 s study, Kornilov met Savinkov 

and Lukomsky, and insisted on the entire suppression of the 

committees and commissaries. Savinkov refused, and In the 

end it was decided to present Kornilov1 s desires to the Pro-

visional Government and if they did not consent to the sup-

pression of the committees, at least they would curtail their 

activities. Savinkov assured the group that all he said was 

in strict accord with Kerensky. He also asked Kornilov to 

wire Petrograd when the corps would be approaching Petrograd, 

which would then b® placed under martial law. 

oA 
Millukov, X s t o r i i a . 162, as quoted in Strakhovsky, 

Was There a Korn i lov R e b e l l i o n , 386 . 

gfrt,i IMflamtt.» September 12, 19171 September 
13, 1919, as quoted in Browder and Kerensky, Documents. Ill, 155*. 
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Seneral Boauiovslcy aad Colonel Baronovsky, ferefmky' t 

Director of Off ice , were then Invited Into the study and the 

plans were repeated in t he i r presencei that a f t e r the 

r a t i f i c a t i o n by the government of Kornllov's measures a 

r i s ing of the Bolsheviks would follow inevi tably , tha t General 

Kornllov SJtoLfiS Wl$k IlMdllgJIftl i t t l M g f t l , 

would a end a oavalry corps to ?et.rograd to crush the revol t , 

and tha t the area would be placed under martial law. 2 6 

Upon taking leave of General Kornilov, Savinkov stated 

that the General said, "Tell Alexander Peodorovi tch tha t I 

shal l support him in every way, f o r the welfare of the 

Fatherland require® i t . " 2 7 Apparently, Savinkov had made 

an arrangement with Kornllov that seemed c lear to both sides. 

Sjccept fo r d i f ferences in exact wording, the t ransact ions 

are reported with a great degree of s imi lar i ty by a l l those 

Involved. 

Although these events appeared to be leading to an 

agreeaent between Xereneky and Kornilov, the actual s i tua t ion 

was approaching a c r i s i s . General Kornilov was determined to 

strengthen the government, with or without i t s consent, and 

to deal a f i n a l blow to the Soviet. Xereneky was determined 

to keep the General from overstepping h i s authori ty and to 

26Lukomsky, Memoirs. 105-109. 

27Xerensky, 1ft Mfi t t t f i f i lb 214. 



92 

retain M s own waning power. Both mm were aware that the 

situation required definite action, but they Sid not trust 

each other enough to act effectively together. Ass Savlnkov 

left the Stavtea for Petrograd he was c o n f i d e n t the situation 

was well in hand, hut events in Petrograd ^er® already 

proving otherwise. 
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TBS UPH1SIHO 

Svests moved s w i f t l y l a the few days fo l lowing 3avinkov's 

v i s i t t o t he Stavka. The breaoh between Kerensky and Kornilov 

was already s e r i o u s and the fo l lowing days i n su red a complete 

break# At t he tame time Savinkov was on h i e way back to 

Petrograd, Vladlmlr 1» Ivor, former Procurator of the Holy 

Synod and unrelated to the former Prime Minister, wae on h i e 

way in the opposite d i r e c t i o n . While Savinkov wae conferring 

with Kornilov, Lvov had gained an audience with Keren sky 

a t the Winter Palace. That meeting was to prove one of the 

ooet controvers ia l of the whole Kornilov a f f a i r . 

The presence of V. S, Lvov in the already complicated 

events of the Kornilov a f f a i r l a the hardest development to 

explain or j u s t i f y . Quite d e f i n i t e l y , Lvov had no business 

project ing himself as an intermediary between Kornilov and 

Kerensky. _ A1though each man olalmed that Lvov had been sent 

by the other, the evidence ind ica te s more c l e a r l y that Lvov 

merely took i t upon himself to s traighten out matters be-

tween the Government and the Supreme Commander, with no real 

authority from anyone. The general consensus was that Lvov 

was a t best a well-meaning, but fuzzy«»minded ind iv idua l , 

93 
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wi th l i m i t e d t a l e n t e d A C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Democrat, fee sat 

l a both the Third and Fourth Duma® and had been t h e Pro-

c u r a t o r of t he Holy Synod In the f i r s t cabinet of t h e Pro-

v i s i o n a l Government. An a t t empt to t r a c e h i s movements 

p r i o r t o h i s September 4 meeting with Kerensky adds l i t t l e 

t o the reason® f o r h i s a c t i o n s , but I t does I m p l i c a t e t h e 

mys te r ious Aladin and hi® f r i e n d , Dobrynski, a member of t h e 

Petrograd P u b l i c i s t s * Club. 2 

Lvov g i v e s the fo l lowing account i n h ia memoirs: r ight 

a f t e r t h e Moscow Conference a fr iend of h i e named Dobrynski 

came to see him and r e l a t e d that he had been summoned to a 

s e c r e t meeting to be held a t the Stavka on August 30. 

Dobrynski to ld Lvov the meeting was probably t o discus® I o r n » 

i l o v ' s d i c t a t o r s h i p , whereupon Lvov stated that he could not 

support such a move. Lvov suggested a n a t i o n a l c a b i n e t , i n 

which t h e M i n i s t e r of I n t e r i o r would have s p e c i a l power® to 

e s t a b l i s h order within the country. He thought Kornilov and 

Kerensky might a g r e e to eoopera te i n suoh a government, he 

s t a t e d . A f t e r g e t t i n g Lvov to agree t o accep t the impor tan t 

post of Minister of I n t e r i o r I f suoh a government should be 

a c c e p t e d , t he s t o r y goes , Bobryneki l e f t . On September 1 

1 For op in ions of Lvov see fluohanan, i l l l l f t * 
> I r g J W f M M i f a m r t j a u I I # 177; Lukomsky, MsmlXM.* *01? Kerensky 

127. 
2 S .B . Wilcox, "Kerensky and K o n i i l o f f , " I M M e M I Z 

.Review» CX (September-October , 1918), 504. 
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Bobryaski returned, Lvov said, announcing that Lvov*s plan 

had been accepted by the Stavka. Then Dobrynaki added that 

Korailov had secretly told him that he already planned to be 

dictator, but that nobody must know about It. The story 

takes on an air of utter confusion here, for obviously Lvov's 

plan for cooperation could not have been accepted if Kornilov 

was secretly planning a military dictatorship. 

The following day, Lvov continued, Dobrynski returned 

with Aladin, who entered Lvov's room wearing the uniform of 

a British lieutenant. Aladin complained that he could not get 

an audience with Kerensky. In the ensuing conversation, it 

was decided that Lvov should go to P®trog#ad to see Kerensky 

and persuade him to change the organieation of the government 

in compliance with the wishes of the Stavka. On his way to 

Moscow, Lvov related, he engaged in a conversation with a 

general who shared his train compartment. The general told 

him he was on his way to attend a military meeting at which 

an ultimatum would be presented to the government. If it was 

not accepted, the general said ominously, "events would follow." 

At the Winter Palace, Lvov succeeded in getting an inter-

view with Kerensky during which he attempted to persuade Ker-

en sky that he had lost the support of both the Left and the 

Bight, and that the government must be reorganized if it hoped 

to continue, Lvov claimed that Kerensky agreed to resign If 

necessary, but said that he must leave power in some other 

hands. Kerensky then, in Lvov's words, authorized him to 
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e n t e r i n t o s e c r e t n e g o t i a t i o n s on Kerensky*® behalf wi th 

a l l the e l ©meats Lvov considered necessary.-' 

Kerensky r epor ted t h i s meeting i n an a l t o g e t h e r d i f -

f erent manner. nAmong t h e i n f i n i t e number of people who 

earn® to me with a l l s o r t s of s e r i o u s p r o p o s i t i o n s and schemes, 

u s e f u l adv ice and i d l e t a l k , . , . case Lvov/ ' sa id Kerensky. 

Lvov at tempted to persuade l e r e n s k y t h a t he had l o s t t he 

suppor t of both the L e f t and the Right, and t h a t the Pro-

v i s i o n a l Government must make some changed i n the cab ine t to 

i nc lude element® even more moderate than the Kadets . The Prime 

M i n i s t e r s t a t e d t h a t he answered Lvov i n a genera l way, but 

t h a t he could t e l l from the t r ead of t he conversa t ion that 

Lvov came from soae d i s t i n c t group. When he t i l e d to f i n d 

out who that group might be , Lvov r e fused to d ivulge names, 

on ly t ay lng that they were a "cons ide rab le f o r c e , * Kerensky 

d e f i n i t e l y denied t h a t he had given Lvov any a u t h o r i t y to 

negot ia te with anyone in h i s behalf . He did not at tach any 

importance to t he conversa t ion i n g e n e r a l , a l though c e r t a i n 

de t a i l® claimed h i s a t t e n t i o n . * 

M p i i L * P3&lly newspaper ed i ted by Paul 
Millukov, P a r l e , 1920-194QJ , S^vestber 30, December 4 , 7 and 
f t l 9 ?9* a ! t «o t ed i n Irowder and KerimsJey, Smto£&M» H I , 
1558-68. X, A. Bobrynski*® account of h i s ro l e In the a f f a i r 
wag publ ished i n l o l n v l Ben. September 1, 191?, and i n l e c h . 
September 8, 1917" I t corresponds In most instance® with t h a t 
of Lvov. See l e r e n e k y ' s n o t e , Bo cum e a t a . I l l , 1568. 

^lerensky, M l M l t i l l > 1 27-29. 
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The fol lowing i a y , 3«ptember 5» Lvov was basic in Moscow. 

He Informed Aladin t h a t Xereneky agreed to h i s proposal to 

e s t a b l i s h a n a t i o n a l c a b i n e t , and to res ign i f necessary . 

'Hast same evening, Dobrynsfci and Lvov l e f t f o r t he Stavka 

to consul t with General Komi lov , Lvov apparen t ly convinced 

t h a t he had been en t rus ted by Kerensky to n e g o t i a t e i n his 

beha l f . O^e author suggests t h a t Kerensky actually did allow 

Lvov to be l i eve t h i s i n an at tempt to use Lvov to f e r r e t out 

the coun te r - revo lu t ionary p l o t which had become an obsession 

with h i s , 5 

There a r e t h r e e accounts of what happened a t the meeting 

of Komilov and Lvov. Korailov s ta ted t h a t Lvov's f i r s t words 

to hi a were, "I have coae to you with a mission from Kerensky."^ 

Lvov then to ld Komilov tha t Kerensky was prepared to leave 

the cabine t i f Komilov thought i t neoessary . Komilov r e -

p l i e d a t l eng th to the e f f e c t t ha t he was i n f avor of a 

c o l l e c t i v e d i c t a t o r s h i p , in which Keren sky and Savinkov would 

both be inc luded , and asked Lvov to t r ansmi t t h i s view to 

Kerensky and Savinkov and to beg them to come to Headquarters 

where he could guarantee t h e i r s a f e t y and l i b e r t y . ? 

53trakhovsky, "Was ?}iere A Komilov R e b e l l i o n / 587-88. 

^Wilcox, "Kerensky and K o r a l l o f f , " 505# 
7 I b l d . . 505-506. 
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Lvov's a c c o u n t I s typically confused. He claimed t h a t 

when h e gave h i s evidenoe h i s h e a l t h had been broken and M s 

memory impaired by a month's s o l i t a r y confinement in the^inter 

Palace where he was obliged to s leep in a room a e r t to Ker-

ensky ' s , His s l eep was continually interrupted, he claimed, 

by Kerensky singing operatic arias in the adjoining rooml® 

There are even severa l ve rs ions of Lvov's story. In s h o r t , 

Kornilov demanded all m i l i t a r y and civilian power be trans-

ferred to h im, J/etrograd declared under martial law, and the 

regiaental committees to refrain from interference w i t h the 

military. Lvov noted in p a s s i n g that Zavoiko seemed to in-

fluence Kornilov unduly, and that later at lunch, without 

Sorailov p r e s e n t , Zavoiko gave him a p iece of paper with a 

complete proposed cabinet w r i t t e n on it, I h e n he aaftced 

Zavoiko why it was necessary for him to go to Keren sky if 

everything was already decided, Zavoiko told him it was nec-

essary to, h a v e a l e g a l succession of power,^ 

Another version of L v o v ' s s t o r y s a y s that there was no 

ultimatum in any form, only "a simple conversation, in the 

' course of which var ious d e s i r e s in the sense of s t rengthening 

the government were d i s c u s s e d . M t 0 It is hard to imagine a 

*Ibld.. 506. 

9 Poa ledn i l a MmS£i» quoted in Browder and Keren sky, 
Jte8Bft§&SiIi« ***»' 566. 

^Wilcox, "Kerenaky and Kornlloff," 506, 
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simple conversation i n connection wlth Y. Lvov. A f t e r 

a r r ang ing f o r Lvov's r e t u r n to Petrograd, Zavoiko t o l d Lvov 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y , "Bring l e r e n s k y i " Lvov r e l a t e d t h a t fa© then 

knew Kerensky*® l i f e was i n danger , and t h a t t he se demand© 

would be b o l s t e r e d by bayonets . 

S t i l l ano the r ve rs ion of the meeting I s t h a t Lvov to ld 

th© General t h a t Kerensky was cons ide r ing t h r e e p o s s i b i l i t i e s I 

o rgan i za t i on of a new government with himself as d io tator; 

a new government invested with unlimited powers and c o n s i s t i n g 

of three or f i v e members, one of whoa would be Kornilovj or 

Konxilov a s d i c t a t o r and Supreme Commander a t the head of a 

wholly new government. Kornilov, e lated at Kerensky's w i l l i n g -

n e s s to cap i tu la te p e a c e f u l l y and of hi® own accord , expressed 

h i s approval of the third a l t e r n a t i v e . The general a l so 

s t ipu lated that Kerensky declare martial law In Petrograd 

and suggested that both the Prime Minister and Savinkov come 

to the Stavita, a s t h e i r s a f e t y could not be guaranteed in 

Pptrograd.11 

In any event, armed with whatever information he possessed, 

o r thought he possessed , Lvov hurried to t he o a p i t o l f o r a 

second interview with the Prime Minister on the evening of 

* * f h i s ve r s ion seems to be the one most c i r c u l a t e d in 
Petrograd at the t ime of the a f f a i r . See Buchanan, Mission 
to Russ ia , I I f 177* and Werlel Buchanan. Ambassador*« Daughter 
(London, 1958), 169-71. It a l . o «.eme t h 7 . " S t S n M . f r T l t 
i s iaprobable t h a t Kerensky gtaia&ms! any scheme which would 
.Hand She government over to hi# g r e a t e s t r i v a l , General Kornilov. 
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September 7 . Meanwhile, General Kryaov was a l r e a d y a t the 

Stavka ( working out p l a n s f o r the movement of the' Savage 

Divis ion on Petrograd. About s i x o*clook on the 7 th , Lvov 

met Kerensky In h i s study. He del ivered General Kornilov'e 

message, i n the form of an ultimatum. Although there i s 

doubt a s to whether the general meant i t i n that way or not , 

there I s no doubt about how Kerensky accepted i t . 

Lvov declared to Kerensky that General Kornilov would 

g ive no a s s i s t a n c e to the Provis ional Government i n i t s 

s truggle with the Bolsheviks, and that he would not be r e -

spons ib l e f o r Kerensky's l i f e anywhere except a t headquarters. 

The continuance of the Provis ional Govern®ent oould no longer 

be pe rmi t t ed and Kerensky must t r a n s f e r i t s powers t o t h e 

General that day . Pending t h e fo rmat ion of a new cabinet 

the a s s i s t a n t min i s t ers were to take over while martial law 

would be proclaimed throughout Russia. Kornilov i n v i t e d 

Kerensky and Savinkov both to the Stavka, where he would 

o f f e r them p o r t f o l i o s In the new c a b i n e t . 1 2 

Kerensky was stunned. At f i r s t he accused Lvov of poking. 

Mfien Lvov convinced Kerensky he was abso lu te ly s er ious , Ker-

ensky asked him to put these demands In wr i t ing . Lvov wrote 

the f o l l o w i n g i 1) martial law sha l l be proclaimed in Petrotrad, 

2) a l l m i l i t a r y and c i v i l authori ty sha l l be plaoed i n 

t 2Xerensky, toiMft 1 32-33 . 
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Kornilov's hands, and 3) a l l ministers , not excluding the 

Prime Minister, s h a l l r e s i g n , and temporary power s h a l l be 

t r a n s f e r r e d to the a s s i s t a n t m i n i s t e r s tin t i l the formation 

of the new cabinet by the General,'-* 

In an e f f o r t to e s t a b l i s h a d e f i n i t e connection between 

Lvov and Xornilov so the Provisional Government could take 

act ion, Kerensky told Lvov he must talk d i rec t ly to the Gen-

e r a l , They decided to aeet a t e igh t o ' c lock that same evening 

at the home of the War Minister to speak to Kornilov over the 

Hughes apparatus, a type of d irect t e l e g r a p h . Lvov was l a t e 

in arriving f o r the appointment, so Kerensky indulged in a 

l i t t l e amateur detect ive work which Trotsky cal led "appropriate 

f o r a d e t e c t i v e , not the head of a government ," '^ The 

fol lowing conversation took p lace on the Hughes apparatus, 

with Kerensky impersonating Lvov: 

1), "Good day, General. V, V. Lvov and Kerensky at 
the appa ra tus . We beg you t o confirm the s t a t e a e n t 
that Kerensky i s to act according to the communication 
made to him by V. H." 

"Good day, Alexander feodorovitohf good day, V, M, 
Confirming again the description I gave V. 1 . of the 
presen t s i t u a t i o n of the country and the a m y ae i t 

1 ̂ Kerensky, l t t l M . 1 %$L MfhftNlM* 134? 
319. Lvov claimed l a t e r that he just jotted down a few de-
tached thoughts, which Kerensky snatched from him before he 
could read through what he had written and declared him under 
a r r e s t , , Lvov's story, as usual , does not correspond with the 
f a c t s of h i s arres t . See Wilson, "Kerensky and Kornl lof f ," 
507. 

1 4 ?rotsky, Qt ftMMlia I I , 210. 
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appears to me, I declare again that the events of the 
past days and of those that 2 can see coming Impera-
tively demand a definite decision In the shortest time 
possible." 

2) "I, V. I,» ask you whether it Is necessary to act 
on that definite decision which you asked me to com-
muni oat e privately to Kerensky, as he is hesitating 
to give hi® full confidence without your personal 
confirmation," 

"Tea, I confirm that I asked you to convey to Alexander 
Feodorovltch my urgent demand that he should come to 
Mohilev." 

3) HI# Alexander feodorovltch, understand your answer 
as confirmation of the words conveyed to me by V. N. 
To do that today and start from here is impossible. I 
hope to start tomorrow. Is it necessary for Savinkov to 
go?" 

"J beg urgently that Boris Victorovitch shall come 
with you. Everything I said to V. I. refer© in equal 
degree to Savinkov, I beg you earnestly not to put 
off your departure later than tomorrow. Believe me, 
only my recognition of the responsibility of the moment 
urges me to perelst In my request." 

4) "%all we come only in case of an outbreak* of 
whloh there are rumours, or in any case?" 

"In any case,* 

"Good day. Soon we shall see each other.w 

"(Jood day."1 ̂  

This incredible conversation, in which Kornilov and 

Kerensky ©how the most astonishing candor and absent-mind-

edness, Is one part of the evidence concerning the Kornllov 

affair whioh has not been disputed by any historian. It is 

preserved on the teletype, and allowing for some differences 

1 kerensky, ftpflaflf ja. MlMU,g.flga,* 137-38. 
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l a t r a n s l a t i o n , i t i s c i t ed by almost every w r i t e r verbatim. 

And y e t . I t i s the s trangest and most i n c r i m i n a t i n g pieoe 

of evidence f o r both Xerensky and Kornilov. I t i s d i f f i c u l t 

t o be l i eve t h a t t he head of a government and the supreme 

commander of the army of a major nation oould c a r r y on a 

conversation which would l eave so much to the imagination -

which could be so e a s i l y mis interpreted. The actual f a c t s 

of the case were not discussed by e i t h e r man. Neither Ker-

en sky no r Xornilov ascerta ined e x a c t l y what communication 

they were ta lk ing about. The meaning of the conversation 

depended e n t i r e l y on what Lvov had said to Keren sky, and 

much doubt remain® about t h a t . 

Lvov arrived a few minutes a f t e r t h i s conversation took 

place and he and Kerensky went to the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s o f f i c e 

in the Winter Palace, where Kerensky to ld Lvov of the conver -

s a t i o n , Lvov aga in confirmed t he message, but warned Kerensky 

not to go to the Stavka. Meanwhile, an o f f i c i a l of the War 

M i n i s t r y s a t in a dark co rne r of Kerensky 'e o f f i c e and l i s t e n e d 

to the Whole conversation. At the end of i t Keren sky ca l l ed 

the o f f i c e r on guard in the corridor and had Lvov arres ted . 

The only other explanation f o r Kerensky's strange behavior 

a t t he t e l e t y p e machine i s that he was s t i l l try ing to s e t a 

trap f o r Kornilov. Chernov suggested t h i s when he wrote. 

, 6 I e r e a s k y , 139*40. 
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M, . • lie p lays the comedian . . . the s p i d e r l i k e premier 

weave© h i s web, and the big wasp, the commander-in-chief, 

f l i e s s t r a i g h t In to i t , » . But teh wasp almost broke the 

s p i d e r ' s w e b . M o a t of the evidence p o i n t s to the truth 

of t h i s theory . Kerensky considered himself exceedingly 

c l eve r and probably thought Kornilov would not see through 

h i s l i t t l e snare. In t h i s case, Kerensky was r ight . Prinoe 

Xroubetskoy, the Foreign Af fa irs Minister a t the Stavka, 

wrote that "the General breathed a eigh of r e l i e f at the 

end of the conversation for he belleved the government was 

meeting him a l l the way."1 8 

Prom t h i s point on events moved very rapidly. Kerensky 

met with several members of the Provisional Government at 

A100 a . n . , September 9» and revealed the conten ts of the 

conversation with Kornilov to them. He convinced them that 

the General had committed an a c t of open mutiny against the 

Provis iona l Government, and in view of the seriousness of the 

s i tuat ion , demanded and got d ic ta tor ia l powers f o r a period 

of time necessary to quel l the rebe l l ion . Kerensky claimed 

the members of the Government urged these powers upon him19 

1 7cberaov, ,Grgflis Jtotta&an* 366. 
! 8 0 l t e d in Trotsky, f i l i t o rv of aieslan. Revolution. IX, 211. 
1%erensky, Prelude to Bolshevism. 166-67. 
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tout other sources r e f u t e this c l a i m . 2 0 it this same meeting 

Kerensky r e j e c t e d Savlnkov* s advice to n e g o t i a t e with General 

Korn i lov f o r & p e a o e f u l s e t t l e m e n t of what S&vinkov was con-

vinced was all a g h a s t l y m i sunde r s t and ing . 2 1 Keren sky did 

allow Savlnkov t o c o n t a c t Pi Ion enko on t h e wi re to see i f any 

l i g h t could be thrown on the s u b j e c t from h i s vantage p o i n t a t 

h e a d q u a r t e r s . There ensued & conve r sa t i on between Savlnkov 

and Fi lonenko t h a t put Kerensky and Xornl lov*s p rev ious ex-

change f a r i n t h e shade a s f a r a s confus ion and misconcept ion 

were concerned. The conversa t ion was c a r r i e d on i n a s p e c i a l 

code the two men had wortced out f o r confidential communications 

which wa§ intended t o he u n i n t e l l i g i b l e to anyone reading 

t h e t e l e t y p e , and which succeeded only too w e l l . I t was a l s o 

unintelligible to Savlnkov and Fl lonenko i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

c o n v e r s a t i o n . Kerensky f u r t h e r hampered t h e conve r sa t ion by 

i n s t r u c t i n g Savinkov no t to l e t Fi ionenko know t h e s i t u a t i o n 

in P e t r o g r a d , b u t a t the same time get Filonenko to com® t o 

Pet rograd h imsel f a3 soon a s possible. The conve r sa t ion l e f t 
PP 

both men complete ly confused, 

d i smiss ing t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of compromise, Keren sky 

sent General Korni lov t h e f o l l o w i n g t e l e g r a m : "I o r d e r you 

Immediately to t u rn over your o f f i c e to General Lukoasky, 

^ W i l c o x , "Kerensky and K o r n i l o f f 5 1 0 . Also Strakhovsky, 
Was There a Korn i lov Hfgbell lon," 389. 

2 1 Keren sky, M . 

2x3WHcox, "Kerensky and K o r n i l o f f , " 509. 
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who i s to take over temporarily the d u t i e s of Ooraander-ln* 

Chief , u n t i l the a r r i v a l of the new OoiBaander-dn«-Ohlef. XGU 

a re I n s t r u c t e d Immediately to come to Pe t rograd . " In hi® 

exci tement , Kerensky did not fo l low accepted procedure and 

give the telegram an o f f i c i a l number o r algn h i s o f f i c i a l 

t i t l e . For t h i s reason, Fllonenko convinced the General 

the t e l eg raa was not a u t h e n t i c , ^ f h l s was s o t hard to do, 

i n any case , f o r the General was q u i t e stunned to rece ive 

such a dispatch* He had spent the evening planning the new 

government, th ink ing a l l the whi le Savlnkov and Kerensky 

would a r r i v e a t t he Stavka i n due t ime, 
I 

l o r n l l o v ' s abrupt d i smissa l did no t s e t t l e the i s s u e 

by any means, the General s tubbornly r e f u t e d to g ive up h i s 

command# Among many of the m i n i s t e r s t h e r e wa® s t i l l the 

f e e l i n g t h a t the whole th ing wa® a misunderstanding. At a 

conference on September 9, during which lerenflky revealed 

the contents of a proclamation he Intended to make pub l i c , 

the minister® preva i l ed upon him to al low Savlnkov to contact 

the General f o r an explana t ion , Savlnkov wrote , "At my own 

request I wa® author ized by Kerensky to converse with Kornl lov 

on the phone . . . I t r i e d to po in t out the i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y 

of hi® a c t and i t s coun te r - revo lu t ionary cha rac t e r and urged 

him to s top the aarch and ooae himself to Petrograd . , , but 

Xornilov r ep l i ed t h a t he no longer recognised the P rov is iona l 

23xeren®ky, m U M A M . * W * 
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Government.2* Savlnkov was s t i l l convinced Kornllov was 

not a party to any plot against the Government* and t r ied 

to get Keren sky to ©top the publication of h i s proclamation 

to the public. I t was too l a t e i the paper had already gone 

to press . 

Kerensky's proclamation explained the dismissal of 

General Kornllov, proclaimed martial law In Petrograd and 

called on the population to preserve t r a n q u i l l i t y and order 

in the o l t y . 2 5 General Kornllov quickly countered with a 

proclamation of h is own, in which he accused the Premier of 

lying and the Provisional Government of acting under the 

pressure of the Bolshevik majority of the Soviet.26 Korn-

llov* s proclamation I s another testimony to h i s lack of 

po l i t l oa l information, f o r the Bolsheviks did not a t t a i n a 

voting majority in the Petrograd Soviet un t i l a f t e r the Korn-

l lov a f f a i r i hut then, the General had a tendency to lump 

a l l those with soc i a l i s t p o l i t i c a l fee l ings under the term 
MBolshevik.w With these two documents, the breach between 

Kornllov and the government was complete. Subsequent o f f e r s 

of mediation by the Allied diplomats were to no ava i l . Sir 

George Buchanan called a meeting of the Allied ambassadors 

®A_, 
rzh&vvla fedoraostl. September 12, 1?17, as quoted 

In Browder and Kerensky, laSiMSSM» *556. 
25se® Appendix I . 

• 26see Appendix I I . 
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a t tli® Bri t i sh isbassy on the sloventh, and the diplomats 

dsoidsd to o f f o r to mediate the d ispute . Buchanan was 

directed by h i s government to inform Kerensky " that ths 

Br i t i sh Governrasnt viewed with th# g rea tes t alarm ths 

p r o b a b i l i t i e s of c i v i l war, and urged him to eoae to tsrms 

with General Komiloff not only in ths I n t e r e s t of Russia 

h e r s e l f , but In tha t of ths A l l i e s . " 2 ^ 

Ths Pstrograd population know l i t t l s of ths events 

talcing plaoe u n t i l ths publloatlon of thsss two proclamations. 

General Kornilov ordsrsd ths troops undsr Kryaov to advance 

on Pstrograd and ths Soviets l o s t no time In ,»»king prepa-

ration® to dsfsnd ths o l ty . Ths Soviet foxwed ths "Committee 

of People 's Struggle against the Ck>unter*»Bevolutlon", a l so 

known as ths Mil i tary Revolutionary Committee, and proossded 

with the arming of the wo Titers. Trotsky wrote tha t the 

oonmlttee wsnt Into motion on a vast s ea l s , tending telegrams 

to ra i l road workers, telegraph and postal olexfcs, saying, 

. . a l l movements of troops to bs oarrled out a t ths 

d i rec t ion of ths Provisional Government only when counter* 
*5*8 

signsd by the Committee. They eearched out and arreeted 

Kornl lovl tes a l l ovsr the o l ty . Chsmov claimed tha t before 

the o r i e l s was completely over a t l e a s t 7,000 persons were 
^Buchanan, Mission to Itosals. 11, 185. 
2®Trot«ky , Hlatartr of Hessian Revolution* I I , 228-30. 
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a r r e s t e d . 2 9 

The Bolshsvilcs were ready and w i l l i n g to cooperate In 

putting down the u p r i s i n g , Sukha»ov wrote that the l e a d e r -

ship of the Military Committee belonged to the Bolsheviks, 

and t h a t the masses were with them.3® In a l l d i s t r i c t ® of 

the c i t y whole crowds of peojfle were wai t ing to join the Eed 
; \ 

Guard* D r i l l i n g began in ma $1: swan ship and handl ing of weapon®, 
31 

and f i g h t i n g companies were h a s t i l y formed* I r o n i c a l l y , 

when the r e b e l l i o n wa© oyer , jthe worker® refused to give 

bao* t h e i r arms and the nuoleue of the Red Army had been 

formed on the appeal of Ksjrsijticy h imself . 

Unfor tuna te ly f o r Kornilov's cause, the Soviet did it® 

work well* The most e f f e c t i v e measure® a g a i n s t t he advancing 

t roops were taken by the Bailway Bureau, a l so organized by 

the Soviet . I t c a l l ed upon the woifeers to c r i p p l e the l i n e s 

of communication and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and they did a superb 

Job ot i t . Regiments arrived in the wrong plaoe, a r t i l l e r y 

got l o s t , and s t a f f s ® got out of communication with t h e i r uni te .52 

Continuous streams of a g i t a t o r s were sen t to meet t he t roops 

2 9 °hemov , flftlttltttIfflft* 372. 
30Sulchanov t MTOAHUMt I I , 505. 
3 1 Trotsky, Bu$f tax aL 230-31. 

3 2 l b i d . . 228-30. 
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under Krymov. Stopped a t Luga because of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

d i f f i c u l t i e s , Irymov's t roops w®rt soon i n f i l t r a t e d by the 

s o l d i e r s from the Luga ga r r i son , f o get h i s soldier® f r e e 

of the propaganda, Krymov moved h i s t roops several v e r s t s 

from Luga, hut the agi ta tor® followed and were soon joined 

by the delegation® from the Soviet , The t roops , many of them 

pr ia l t lve-minded Moslem horsemen and Oossacke who did not 

speak Russian, had been told they were on the way to t u e l l 

an up r i s ing of the Bolshevik®. Upon l ea rn ing fro® the 

a g i t a t o r s t h a t they were moving aga ins t the government, 

what l i t t l e enthusiasm they had quickly d i s s ipa t ed and they 

r e fu t ed to move further.-*^ 

On September 10, General Krymov was a r r e s t ed and brought 

to the Winter Palace. A f t e r a shor t conversat ion with Ker-

en sfey, Krymov took h i s own l i f e with a p i s t o l . 3 * 

Contrary to expec ta t ions , th ings did not go well a t the 

Stavka e i t h e r . On September 9, Kornilov i ssued an appeal to 

T , " T ? 0 * ? , ! Bl»torr of Russian Evolut ion- I I , 236-37. 
Included In the delegat ion to d e t e r the t roops were severa l 
Moslem and Turcoman me®b#rs of the Soviet , one of who® was 
the grandson of the famous Shamil who h e r o i c a l l y defended the 
Caucasus against t s a r i s®. The mountaineers would not permit 
t h e i r o f f i c e r s to arrest the delegation| that was a v io lat ion 
of the ancient eustows of h o s p i t a l i t y . See Edward Boss, The 
toMatk Jtelnhf rtfr tofltaUaa < *°rk, 1921), 236. 

3 4 g e r e n s ! ^ ' M i M f t o l l p , , 114-15; The Catastrophe. 
321. Keren sky has been cr i t i c i zed for allowing Kryaov the 
l i b e r t y to have access to h i s s ide arms, shoot h imse l f , and 
thereby remove a valuable source of informat ion . I t was implied 
that Krymov "knew too much.M 
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the t roops , but the Mohilev compositors , member® of the l o o a l 

s o v i e t , re fused to s e t i t up. When a squad of Xornilov* s 

savage TeJclnskl, who spoke no l u s s i a n , were sea t to force 

the compositors to work, the p r i n t e r s shrewdly s e t up both 

l o r a l l o v ' s orders and Keren sky* 8 proclamation to the public 

a t the same t ime, loaded them on the same oar®, and d i s -

t i l hated them to the t roops t o g e t h e r , thereby n e u t r a l i z i n g 

the e f f e c t of the General1® a p p e a l . ' 5 

Although Korallov f e l t the genera l s of the Russian 

amay would stand by M a , one by one they pledged t h e i r 

a l l e g i a n c e to the Provisional Government. Denikln and h ie 

s t a f f t r i e d to stand by the Supreme Commander, but even they 

were not success fu l . Denlkin wrote, "Sever again did the 

future of the country see® so darlc « r impotence so grievous 

and humil iat ing."'6 

On September 10, the General*s second appeal reached 

the public J 

X , General l o r n l i o v , Supreme Commander of the Russian 
Armed Forces , declare, before the whole nation, that 
my duty a s a s o l d i e r , my f e e l i n g s a s a s e l f -deny ing 
c i t i z e n of Free &iss ia , and ray boundless love f o r ray 
country, obl ige me, at t h i s o r l t l o a l hour of fiussla^s 
ex i s tence to disobey the o rde r s of the Provisional 
Government . . . I declare to the whole of the Bussian 
people that I prefer to d ie rather than g ive up my 
post a® Supreme Commander. A t r u e soa of t u s s l a r e -
mains a t h i s post to the end and i s always ready to 

35r<>S8» fo.MS.Yife IfTOltfflffl,* 230. 

d o i t e d in Trotsky, PtRtpyy &£ . to f f l i f t I f f P l a l l t t * " » 241. 
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make the g r e a t e s t of a l l s a c r i f i c e s f o r hi® country • 

t h a t of h i s l i f e . 

He Informed the people t h a t while the v i c t o r i o u s enemy 

wag approaching the Qovernment was f r i g h t e n i n g the© with 

"the phantom of counter-revolution , . . I t 1® not f o r me -

a son of the people • who has given himself up, h e a r t and soul , 

to the servie® of t h a t people , to go a g a i n s t the g rea t l i b e r t i e s 

and the g rea t f u t u r e of Russia." He ended with an appeal 

to the Provis iona l Governments "Come to Supreme Headquarters , 

where your freedom and s a f e t y a r e guaranteed on my word of 

honour, and t oge the r we w i l l wortc out and form such a gov-

ernment of n a t i o n a l defence as w i l l make secure the l i b e r t i e s 

of the people and lead Bussla to a g r e a t f u t u r e , worthy of a 

f r e e and mighty nat ion ." '? 
i 

ferensky*® answer to t h i s pass iona te appeal was to a r r e s t 

the General. Kornilov, i l l with a fever at the Stavka, did not 

make a s ing le move to avoid a r r e s t . When a French J o u r n a l i s t 

l a t e r asked Kornilov why he had not personally aooompanied h i s 

troop® on the ir miss ion, he r e p l i e d , ttI was s i ok, I had a s e r i ous 

attack of malaria, and was not in poss l ss lon of my usual energy,"'8 

On the 14th of September, along with LUfconisky, Denlkin, and 
* i 

severa l o t h e r gene ra l s , Kornilov was Imprisoned in Bykhov 

3 7Golder, S m m m M * 522-23. 
3 %'ro t sky , m g i p y . tef l lM, i t » l » t 4 f a » 226, Also 

Millukov, I s t o r i i f T I , vypusk 2, 262-63, as quoted in Browder 
and l e r ensky , S M t t i a M . I I I . *583. 
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prison, without ®r&T hairing fir®d a shot. The rebellion 

had simply crumbled. 



CHAPTER I I 

THE AFTERMATH 

t he t h r e a t of the up r i s i ng was over , but the Incident 

was s o t to be f o r g o t t e n so e a s i l y , The quick act ion of the 

Soviet and the Bolsheviks had saved the Provisional Govern-

ment and l e r e a s k y , but i n doing so had g r e a t l y strengthened 

t h e i r own p o s i t i o n . The balance t h a t Keren sky t r i e d so des -

parately to maintain was gone, and Kerensky now found himself 

even more dependent on the support of the L e f t . Although 

l e r ea sky was inc l ined to be l e n i e n t with the I n s u r g e n t s , t he 

Soviet and the Bolsheviks demanded something more than a s lap 

on the hand f o r the a r r e s t e d gene ra l s . 

An ex t r ao rd ina ry i n v e s t i g a t i n g committee was appointed 

to examine the evidence aga ins t the conspira tor®, 1 This com-

mi t t e e dragged on u n t i l the Bolshevik revo lu t ion i n November, 

unearthing a mountain of testimony and c o n f l i c t i n g opinion, 

but few conclus ions . After the lovember r e v o l u t i o n , when 

Kerensky and h i s suppor ters Joined the Kornilovites who had 

f l e d into e x i l e i n September, the charges and the counter -

charges continued. 

Almost everyone who had any connection with the a f f a i r 

a t a l l has l e f t h i s version of what happened in writ ing. 

r a
 1 f f t t o f l f fflftEffiMPli 1 I ' r a v l t e l ' s t v a . 

I , 2, l o , 1387, a s quoted i n Browder and Kerensky. Documents. 
I l l , 1599. 

ll^f 
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l e rensky I n s i s t e d on present ing the a f f a i r as the turn ing 

point of the revo lu t ion . He contended the re was a s organised 

counter - revolu t ionary p l o t , designed to place General Komllov 

a t the head of a m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p . Kornilov*s follower® 

maintained they were only i n t e r e s t e d in the establ ishment of 

a s t rong dependable government cons i s t ing of men capable of 

leading Sussla to her s a lva t i on . 

On Kerensky' t s i de , a l e t t e r from General 41ekstev to 

Mlliukov on September 25# 1917, has been c i t ed as evidence 

of a p l o t . General Alekseev wrotei 

The Kornllov a f f a i r was not the a f f a i r of a 
group of adventure rs , and you know to a c e r t a i n degree 
t h a t c e r t a in o l r o l e s of our soc ie ty not only knew 
a l l about I t , not only sympathized with the idea , but 
helped Komllov as f a r as th»v oould , . . I have one 
more f u e s t l o n t I do not know the addressee of Vych-
negradski , f o u t l l o f f , and the o t h e r s . The f a m i l i e s 
of the Imprisoned o f f i c e r s a r e beginning to s t a r v e , 
and I i n s i s t on t h e i r coming to t h e i r a i d . Surely 
they w i l l not abandon to t h e i r f a t e and s t a r v a t i o n 
the f a m i l i e s of those to whoa they were l inked by the 
common bond of an idea and prepara t ion . . . In t h a t 
ease l e . , i f t h i s demand i s not immediately s a t i s f i e d 
General Komllov w i l l be forced to deolare in d e t a i l 
before the court the whole plan of p repa ra t ion , a l l 
the conversat ions with persons and groups and t h e i r 
p a r t i o ipa t ion , In order to show the Busslan people 
with whom he was working, what r e a l aim he was pur -
suing, and how, abandoned by a l l i n h i s moment of 
need, he had to appear before an improvised oourt 
with only a small number of o f f i c e r s . 2 

General Al ikseev ' s l e t t e r a c t u a l l y proves only t h a t 

General Kornilov had suppor te rs , a fact which was a l ready 

2Kerensky, Ertlaflft M MUlfflffffi* 278. Also j M B l l U f U 
Beoember 12, 1917, a s quoted in Browder and Keren sky, JfcffliMB&Jb 
I l l , 1603-1606. 
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wel l known. He i n d i c a t e s , by t h r e a t e n i n g b lackmai l , t h a t 

t h e s e s u p p o r t e r s d e s e r t e d the General a s soon a s they saw 

h i s cause was a l o s t one , but t h e l e t t e r do te n o t prove con-

c l u s i v e l y t h a t t h e r e was an organized p l o t a f o o t . 

On t h e o t h e r s i d e , the evidence i s more damning, even 

i f i t I s n o t more c o n c l u s i v e . Both Chernov and Trotsky 

thought Kerensky was a p a r t y t o t h e projected coup a t f i r s t , 

planning e i t h e r a J o i n t d i c t a t o r s h i p with Kornilov or 

thinking that the General would agree to Kerenriky being 

d i c t a t o r . They thought he abandoned Kornilov only when he 

rea l i zed the coup was about to f a l l and wanted to save him-

s e l f both p o l i t i c a l l y and l i t e r a l l y . 5 Sukhanov agrees with 

t h i s v iew,* 

Many of Kerensky ,s a c t i o n s point in t h i s d i r e c t i o n . His 

ac/ t ions on September 3 , when he appealed to Kornilov f o r 

t r o o p s , when l o g i c a l l y he should have done exac t ly the op-

p o s i t e i f he suspec ted t h e General of a p l o t a g a i n s t t h e 

Government - h i s r id icu lous behavior on the night of September 

8 when he had the oryptio t e l e t y p e conversation with Kornilov, 

a lmost a s i f he wanted to be deceived about t h e General's 

i n t e n t i o n s , or a t l e a s t to l e t others think he was deceived -

h i s re fusa l to nego t ia t e or to l e t others n e g o t i a t e with the 

General to t ry to reach an s a l e a b l e sett lement - a l l these 

^Trotsky, History of .Russian Revolution. I I , 191. Also 
Chernov, Great Busslan 

4Sukhanov, j a i f l M , ftMffllHttga* 1 1 * 509. 
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thing® i n d i c a t e t h a t l e rensky was playing some kind of a gaa® 

in which a l l the p layers ware no t f u l l y informed of the r u l e s , 

l i s action® a f t e r l o r a i l o v ' ® a r r e s t were a l s o susp ic ious . He 

asked f o r and reoeived d i c t a t o r i a l power to deal with the up-

r i s i n g . He appointed Savlnkov Governor-general of Pe t rograd , 

even though he knew of Savlnkov* s feel ing® toward the General 

and was f u l l y aware of Savlnkov1 s compllol ty i n the a f f a i r . 

Koxnilov was allowed to wr i t e h i s depos i t ion to the i n v e s t i -

ga t ion committee r a t h e r than appear i n person, and l i v e d in 

comparative comfort i n p r i s o n , surrounded by h i s own Cossack 

s o l d i e r s a® guards. Am most remarkable of a l l , when Keren sky 

oould f i n d no s u i t a b l e general to assume the post of Oommander-

l n - C h i e f , Kerensky took the t i t l e himself and ordered t h a t 

u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e a l l Korn i lov ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s with respec t 

to ope ra t ions on t he f r o n t were to be f a i t h f u l l y ca r r i ed ou t . 

In e f f e o t , he r e i n s t a t e d i n the primary m i l i t a r y pos i t i on in 

Sassla a man he had ^ust denounced pub l i c ly a s a t r a i t o r and 

an enemy to h i s coun t ry .5 

A® f o r the motives of General Kornllov, they a r e even 

more obscure . I t I s c l e a r t h a t he meant to reorganize the 

government, even i f he had to use f o r c e to do I t , but whether 

he allied a t a personal d i c t a t o r s h i p o r not I s a poin t which 

must of n e c e s s i t y remain unsolved. In view of the Genera l ' s 

5tfiioox, "Kerensky and K o m i l o f f ,M 516. 
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obvious naivete about po l i t i e s and poli t ician®. I t i s 

completely reasonable to assume that he though he had Ker-

en sky's support in h is venture a l l the time.** 

In any event# the real s ignif icance of the Kornllov 

a f f a i r does not H e In the answer to these mysteries. They 

are provocative and ba f f l ing , but of secondary importance, 

the main signif icance of the a f f a i r l i e s in i t s Immediate 

consequences to the course of Russian h is tory . Probably the 

major resu l t of the a f f a i r was to strengthen the Bolshevik 

cause. The involvement of the non-socia l i s t s and Kadet 

members of the government in the Kornilov a f f a i r discredited 

them in the eyes of the public, and the Central Executive Oom-

a l t t e e of the Soviet wished to exclude them from f u r t h e r par-

t ic ipa t ion in the Government. Although they were not wholly 

successful in t h i s , large numbers of capable moderate po l i t i c i ans 

were eliminated from p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . Furthermore, the 

workers who had formed the Bed Guards refused to give up t h e i r 

arms, a problem that turned out to be serious. The "committee 

f o r the salvation of the revolution" a lso refused to disband 

and as a sop to h i s lef t -wing supporters, Kerensky allowed 

Trotsky and other Bolshevik leaders to be released from prison. 

Several measures demanded by the Soviet were enacted by the 

^Other than h is deposition a t the inves t igat ion, Kornllov 
l e f t no testimony about the a f f a i r . He escaped from Bykhov 
prison during the Bolshevik revolution with the help of h i s 
Oossack guards and helped for® the White army. Be was k i l l ed 
during the c i v i l war a t Bcaterlnodor, April 13, 1918. Stewart, 
White Amies of Russia. AO. 
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new gorenuaeat* The Kornilov program f o r r e s to r ing d i s c i p l i n e 

in tlit army was fo rgo t t en , the State Duaa m a formally 

abol ished, and Saesla was declared a Eepubllc. All In a l l , 

the Kornilov a f f a i r served a t a spring hoard f o r the advance* 

meat of the extreme l e f t wing element in i u s s l a . 

Almost as grave a® the abrupt s h i f t to the Lef t on the 

p o l i t i c a l scent were the consequence# to the army* What was 

l e f t of the d i s c i p l i n e and respect in the army quickly d i s -

appeared. The rank and f i l e l o s t what f a i t h t h f y s t i l l had 

i n t h e i r o f f i c e r e and a new wave of deser t ione and violence 

agalnet o f f i c e r s began. The process of d i s in t eg ra t ion in the 

a m y epeeded up. A p a r t i c u l a r point of resentment with the 

so ld ie r s was the excel lent treatment of the imprisoned generals 

in fykhov. Chernov pointed out , "When i t was rea l ized tha t 

d i s c ip l i ne and c a p i t a l punishment were f o r s o l d i e r s , not f o r 

genera ls , the f r o n t swelled with anger and turned black l i k e 

the sea before a tempest."^ The Bolsheviks were quick to 

take advantage of such f e e l i n g s , and with a raastery of propaganda, 

played on a l l the resentments and i l l f e e l i n g s toward the 

Provisional Government. 

As f o r the long range consequences of the Kornilov a f f a i r , 

there r e a l l y were not any. Besplte Kereaiky ' t eoaplete and 

unre lent ing p ro te s t a t ion t h a t , without the Kornilov a f f a i r , 

there could have been mo Bolshevik revolu t ion , t h i s simply 

^Chernov, j t f M f t i l r o M M g » » 380-81 
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i s not t rue . The Provisional Governsent oould not have 

lasted eves without the Kornilov a f f a i r ? a t most the whole 

incident merely speeded up a process that was already taking 

place* The p o l i t i c a l s i tua t ion la tuss ia had already de-

ter iora ted to near anarohy by the time of the Kornilov a f f a i r , 

and the moderate to conservative elements could f ind no 

©©Baton ground upon which to build a s table program. The 

a f f a i r did not cause the f a l l of the government, but ne i ther 

oould i t s suooess have saved the conservative cause in Sussla, 

The revolution oould not be turned back, e i ther by Kornilov 

of Kerensky; ne i ther man was strong enough or p o l i t i c a l l y 

as tu te enough to es tabl ish a moderate government in Bussia 

in the summer of 1917. The Kornilov a f f a i r , f o r a l l i t s 

in t r igue , i t s emotional charges and couater-charges, i t s 

passionate oratory • and i t s coaie-opera aspect - remains 

merely one more c r i s i s in the l i f e of a regime that was 

already on i t s way to oblivion. 
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iffIfHEX X 

X8R»8KYf 8 MMBSkm TO TBI fOFUMfl©! 

I hereby announce I 

Oil August 26th [September € ©eaeml Kornilov sent 

to at tli« meabsr of the Stat® Duaa ?« S, Lvov with a de~ 

aand f o r the surrender by the Provisional Qovernasnt of 

the whole plenitude of Oivil and Mil i tary au thor i ty , with 

a view to h i s fora ing a t h i e personal d i sc re t ion , a H i 

GOVBRBKBNT f o r ada ln l s t s r lng the country# Tht au then t i c i ty 

of Deputy Lvov's author isa t ion to aake suoh a proposal to 

a s was subsequsntly oonfirasd by Qsnsral Kornilov in b i s 

eon versa t i on with mo by d l r so t wire. Peroelvlng In ths 

prsssnta t ion of such deaande, addrsssed to ths Provisional 

Govern® en t in ay person, a d s s i r e of soas o i r o l s s of Russian 

sools ty to talcs advantage of ths grave oonditlon of the State 

f o r the purpose of es tabl ishing in the country a s t a t e of 

author i ty in oontradiotlon to the conquests of the Rev 

o lu t ion , the Provisional Goveraaent has found it indispensable* 

To authorise ae , f o r the salvat ion of 008 oountiy, of 

l l b s r t y and of Republican order , to take proapt and reso lu t s 

asasurss f o r the purpose of uprooting any a t t s a f t to enoroaoh 

upon the ^ipreme Authority in the State and upon the r i g h t s 
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which tht citizen® havt oonqutrtd by tht It*volution. 

I mm taking a l l mmmniy tttt&surss to protsot tht 

l lb tr ty and order of tht country, and tho population wi l l 

tot lnfoxntd In iut court# with rt®ard to sucti atasurts. 

At the taat t i a t I order htrtwlthi 

I . Gtntral Kornllov to turrtndtr tht post of Suprtat 

Coaaandor-in-Ohitf to Gtntral Kltabovsfcy, tht Gommandtr-la-

Ohitf ©vtr tht araits of tht Horthtm front which bar tht 

¥ay to ?tt*ogradj and Ctai«x*l fltmboviKy to tnttr t®m* 

porarily upon tht pott of auprtat Ooanaandtr-in-Ohitf, while 
f 

rtmalnlng at ?tkov, 

I I . To dtolart tht oity and d is tr ic t of Pttrogr&d 

undtr .Martial Law, txttnding to i t tht rtgulatlont for 

tht l o o a l l t l t s dtolartd undtr Kartlal Law . » » 

I oall upon a l l tht o i t l s tns to prtttrvt coaplttt 

tranquility and to maintain ordtr, whleh i t so lndlsptns&blt 

for tht salvation of tht country* X t a l l upon a l l tht x&nlct 

of tht army and navy to carry on with oalsmtss and s t l f -

atatgatlon their duty of dtftndlng tht tountry againtt tht 

txttrnal tntay.' 

1 Keren «Jcy, Prelude to Bolatotvlsa, 181-83| Vsatnfo 
. p W M p t t I p m t a l l i l t t , fitily of f icdal ntwspaptr of tht 
Provisional Oovtrnartt , Augutt 29, 1917, as quottd in 
Browdtr and Ktrtnsky, BacuaentB. I l l , 1572-73, 
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4FJPWDIX II 

PBD0L4MATI0H W THE SUPHJHE GOMHASDSB-IS-OHI S? 

£h« Preaier' 0 telegraa So, 4163 1® la i t s f i r s t 

portion a 11® throughout! I t was not I who aent Deputy 

Yladlai r Lvov to th« Pro visional Governaent, hut ho ©an® 

to ae as tho Preaier 's envoy. Beputy Aloxls Aladln I s 

a witness to this* 

A great provocation has thus taken place, which 
f 

jeopardises the f a t e of the Sutherland. 

People of Busalai 

Our groat country i s dying. The hour of i t s end i s 

near# Being eoapelled to ooae forward in the open, I , 

General Korailov, declare that , under the pressure of the 

Bolshevik aajoxlty of the Soviets, the Provisional Govern-

aent i s aotlng In coaplete acoord with the plans of the 

Goraan General S taf f , a t the t i ae when ene$y troope are 

landing on the 81 ga ©oastI i t i s k i l l ing the army and 

shaking the foundations of the oountry. 

A grave sense ©f the inevitable ruin of the country 

ooaaands m® a t th i s threatening aoaent to call upon a l l 

Russian people to save this dying country. 

All you in whose breast a Russian heart i s beating| a l l 
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you wbo bslisvs In God and im ths tsoplss, pray to ths 

I»ord -to nanifss t ths grmtmt u l i t i l t of saving our 

nativs land* X, Qm&ml Eorailov, ths son of a Costa tic 

peasant, dsolars to a l l and sundry that I want nothing 

fo r my own parson, sxospt ths prsssrvation of a Grsat 

fiussia, and I strsar to carry ovsr ths psopls, by asans 

«f f iotory mm ths wtsiay, to ths doastitnsnt A«@«my 

a t which i t will dsoids i t s own f a t s and ohooss ths ordsr 

of i t s ntv Stats l i f s , 

X oannot bring i t upon aysslf to hand ovsr flassia to 

i t s bsrsdit&ry sn«»y* ths titanum raos, m i t» turn ths 

Russian psopls into slavss of ths 5sr«ans, but prsfsr 

to dis m ths f l s l d of honour and ba t t l s , m as not to sss 

ths Shams and infamy of ths Bussian land* 

hand®! 

Bussian psopls, ths l i f e of your oountry i s in your 
1 

*gsrsnSfcy9 PraluAs ^ BalAsnistt- 181*03 > Mam*. freiaia. 
SsntSAbsr 11, 1917, as tuotsd in Goldsr, B a p q i t i . 521*22. 
1 # I . l lO- l l i - as quotsd in Browdsr and 
and I I I , 1573. 
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"•"*&»£*?S;â ifr a auuto *«•Bew l0A-E-»• 
Sukhanov, I , M, , t r a n s l a t e d &%J* tefgLff2"4' « - " w u i aaa aoraagea oy «»oei. 

Sew Tor i : , Oxford U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1955. 



1 S T 

trotter* x * © s » • > J b t & 
3 mtvmm i » I , t r a m s l s t e s b y M a x E a s t m a n , A n n A r b o r , 
H a i v t r s i t y o f M i o h i n g a n f r * i a , 19ST* 

V n r a i e k , £ L « a & n » i I # 8 , ? i e h « r , t d l t o r e 
K a l o h a k .ami. O t h e r M l S t i S l 
S t a a f o r » u * u * t r » i t y r r e s » 7 

S e c o n d a r y 

ftiohaa&n, M o r i e l , A a t j M M M L t o r 1 ft . B a u g f a t a r . L o n d o n , O a t e o l l , 1 9 5 6 . 

Q h a n f e o r l l a , i l l l i a a H , , f f e t S a a s i a a fiatroliitlon„ 2 M J L m l 3 & , * 2 

v o l u m e ® , f « w f o r k * m r n a t l l a a ' O o m p a s y t 1 9 3 5 . 

O u r t i s s , J o h a S . t B a i r o l t t t l o n a g f 1 9 1 7 . F r l a o o t o v n 
- - • - • • • s r r I i m ©, f m V A c t n u M Q o s y t m y * i f f 

a o r i a s k y , M t o h a o l f < § J t t i f t g g m & m l a l i f f i a l f t l l f l , ! 
a w l i » * K | » « r t o r i t , M a o o l Y l a n O d * p a a y , 1 9 5 5 1 

l # a m s » t G o o r g t f « , S e w i a t l a ^ . « M . n R y l a t l ^ n a . L a a v e a 

VulMXs | P » X a l i M » ? r t a o « t o a t f r i a o f i a a TOverslty 
? ? • » • , 1 9 5 © 

a a t t t f » o u w h * » j h A l f » , 4 i a 

mid . ID® f a u l t o f t k a MaM.ia.isi 
I l a a l i M ' T m f . f f t T o x i c , 
l f s T 

E ° e S , T h 2 W 0 M t u ^ K 9 W * " * • 

S t e m r t , am me, l h l & « A f f t f f M Mmla. 4 A » n i e l # o f 

~ wtoxxmMM* * • « * » * f c » 

i w a i i i , 
urn b i n y a i i r « r « w f m m , 

its O t t » 9 t t t t y t 

U I X a a ? » . B l ® h R j ? K * # tafte-loltjMyin 
SBSSmal^B MA MA Mm, M s f t t t t a , F r i a o o t o a l J a i r « i t y 
P r o o ® , I 9 o l . 

w . r t t a , S o M r t B . , M U t U , § B & J&S. tolBlM i t e l a l l a a , B u r h a a , 
i o r t l i O a r o l i a a , O a i v o r o i t y o f K o r t h C a r o l i n a ? r « s « » 1 9 5 4 . 



128 

Art icles 

Prion ry 

Buohaa&n, Sir George, *?he Russian Revolution« I t e Genesis 
mi its Aftersath . ' &UdLfl&» °* U « l r -
s m m U r , 1918), m9~&$9* 

Keren sky, Alexander, "Xerensky and Xorniloff , A Regly," 
j f lUff* o x <July-Beoe»ber 19185, 830-8*9. 

. "The Poller of the Provisional Governoent 
"af jq1! i t

% tfca 31ivonl e and l a s t European Review. XI # No. 31 (July, f93-

"Keren e&y and Xorni loff ," Oarraat History, fill, Part 2 
(September, 191®), 49C-97. 

Tse re te l l l , I r a k l l , "Reminiscences of the Febmsw Revolution, 
The April Oriels . the fiugfllan Igytew. XIV (1955), 93-
108, 184-200# 301-32TT w d X r ( l 5 W 7 37-48. 

Walsh, Warren B., ed i tor , "Documents, Petrograd, March-July 
1917, the Let ters of Edward *r. Heald," Thi. fffTlfffl l 
SL**ie mmM fcat Biyasftan BavluM, 71 ClWTf " W S f . 

Seoondary 

Aeeher, Abraham, "The Xornilov Af f a i r , " SSUL RasMam fffvliifg.. 
XII (October, 1953), 235-52. 

Moese, S . , "Interlude! The Russian Provisional Government 
of 1917," Soviet Studies. XV, So# 4 (April, 1964), 410-13. 

"Steele** Man of the Hour, Alexander Keraaslrv.* latianal. Geo-
graphic ffag&aln*. XXXII, So. 1 (July, 1917)/#B*ST 

Strafchovsky, Leonid, *#as There a Xornilov Rebellion - A Re-
a p y j t l f t l of the Evidence," Sift f l f w n i e aM. Suronean 
Ravian. XXXIII, Ho. 81 (June, *9§5/, 3yS-95. 

*iloox, f . rf», "Xereneki and Xorni loff ." I f t z t r t A f l j . 
CX (Septets ber-Ootober, 1918), 33-43, 508-517. 

x « v « p a f e w 

London fliaM 


