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CHAPTER I
THE BACKGROUND

Yo incldent of the chaotic Russian Revolution of 1917
hag received more varied or impassioned interpretations than
the enigmatic Kormilov Affair, The affalr concerned the
efforts of a conservative group of politicians and army
officers, led by the Supreme Commander of the Russian army,
to replace the vacillating Provisional Government of revoluw
tlonary Russla with a stronger regime, Alexander Kerensky,
Prime Minister of the Provisional Government and one of the
maln protagonists in the affair, has stubbornly clung to the
idea that the incldent was deliverately planned by counterw
revelutlonary groups behind the Supreme Commander, and that
it provided the turning point of the revolution. In his book,
Prelude to Bolshevism, he claims that without this rebellionm,
the Provisional Government could have weathered the political
storms of the late summer of 1917 and saved BRusgia from the
Bolsheviks,

More objective views gee the incident as merely one of
& geries of crices facing the Provisional Government, which

was ill-prepared to meet a crisis of any kind. Regardless of

'4lexander Kerensky, Brelude to Bolghevism, (New York,
1919) 103,
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the final results of the affair, historians and participants
alike disagree on the facte of the case, They disagree on
whether the affair was a delliberately planned attempt to
overthrow the Provislonal Government and set up & military
dictatorshlip, or jJust & misunderstanding between Kerensky

and Kornilov, Heither can the experts agree on the ultimate
motives of either of the main characters, or on the relatlive
importance of the many other persons involved in the incident,
Pinally, no one has proved beyond doubt who wasg actually
responsible for the episode,

On the surface, the incident possessed sll the character=
istics of a goup d'etat on the part of an insurgent army
general and certain right wing groups against the democratic
revolutionary civil government of Russia, Within four days,
however, the rebellion crumbled completely, legs from the
opposition of the Provisional Government than from 1ts own
inherent weakness and blundering. Perhaps the whole matter
would have been forgotten if the Provisional Government,
believing itself the victor in putting down the rebellion,
had not appointed a special commission to investligate the
affair., The investigation produced a mass of conflicting
evidence and touched off a gstorm of contreoversy which has not
been resclved to this day.

The Kornilov Affair happened late in the summer of 1917,
during the waning days of the Provlisional Government, Some
understanding of the preceding events is negegsary to set the

gecene for the affair itself.




The adveat of World War I found Russla ill-prepared
for the role she was oslled to play, in $pitg of the fact
that the aymy had been completely reorganized following the
Tusso~Jdapanese War, There was nmuch popular suppori for the
war, however, from both the military and civilian population,
and the serious political conflict between the Duma and the
Tsar almost vanished in an outburst of patriotism which united
all Buesians. The only exceptions were & small group of Bol-
sheviks who were quickly exiled, From the beginning of the
war the Russian losses were staggering, In addition, the
political situation at home became more unsatisfactory each
dey, with the dissolute Rasputin and the autocratic Empress
Alexandra interfering in the government in every possible way,
Despite & slight recovery during the winter of 19156«1916, the
gituation rapldly became intolerable, Government scandals,
rapidly soaring inflation, railiroad and communication problems,
and serious food and fuel shortages were only a few of the
problems facling the already helpless and corrupt government,
During the winter of 19156~1917 dissatisfaction grew rapidly and
the frustrated population began to protest with an increasing
nunber of strikes and demonstrations, DBoth the army and the
\civilian population were ripe for revolution,

In spite of all these problems and all the talk about
the inevitability of the revolution, when 1t came it was a

completely spontaneous and leaderless event, It began on
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March 8,2 almost unnoticed, among the weary women in food lines
in Petrograd; was alded by a demonstration of the workers of
the glant Putiloev Works im the suburbs, and soon grew Lo over-
whelwirg proportions, The demoustrations continued through
the next four days, The government was unable to put down the
crowde with troops, for most of the soldliers of the Petrograd
garrison quickly joined the revoelution themselves. By the
evening of March 12, the revolution was in full control of
Petrograd, The rest of the Fmpire capltulated quickly; there
wag almost no resistance from the imperial goverument., The
tottering hulk needed only & shove to collapse completely.

The people had given it that shove,

The Imperial Dume had been in session vhen the disorders
began, but on March 12 the Tsar ordered its dissolution., Al-
though the Duma obeyed the order, the merbers met 1n unofficial
gessions where they organized a committee to restore order and
deal with the events of the revolution, At the same iime,
revolutionary leaders in other parte of the clty began the
election of 2 Soviet of Workers' Deputies, later to be Jolned
by delegates from the garrison regiments, On March 16 the
Provisional Government took office, Thig govermment grew
out of the emergency committee formed by the Duma and was the

official government of the country, It was goon recognized

2In 1917 Ruseia still followed the 0ld~Style Calendar,
whiech ig thirteen days earlier than the New-Style, The dates
in this thesis have been changed to correspond with the Newe
Style Calendar.
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by most foreign powers and clalimed supreme authority until
a constituent assenmbly could meet to form & constitutlion and
a permanent government, The Petrograd Soviet, on the other
hand, was a loosely constructed lower class representative
body led by the more liberal elements in Russia, which chale
lenged the Government's claims, Throughout the summer of the
revolution, these two bodies viewed each other in an atmosgw
phere of susplclon and distrust, They constituted a ﬁu&i
Power in Russia, neither one nor the other belng strong enough
or gelf-confident enough to get the situation in hand,

It soon became evident that the new govermment did not
in faot posasess real authority, Its first decree was written
undeyr pressure from the Soviet, The decree declared a general
amnesty for all political, religious.and military prisoners,
freedom of speech and of the press, and freedom for unions and
strikes, It abolished 8ll social, religious, and national
distinctions, called for the summoning of a constituent age
gembly, set up 2 people's militia to replace the police, called
for elections based on universal suffrage, and gave soldiers
the same rights as civilians when not in active service.> In
ghort, it made Russia the most democratic and free nation in
Europe, Neither the government nor the Soviet seemed to cone

gider for a moment that Russia had no experience at democracy

Slzvestiia, Farch 16, 1917, as quoted in Frank Alfred

Golder, Documents ggggi%g (ﬁew York , 1927, 3089,
Also, ﬁlaxander Kerensky, “;gﬁiﬁigfgn (Eeé York,

1 93‘!‘)’ 296"7-




end that fr@edom ﬁo these long suppressed people meant no
restraint at all, If there were volces of dissent among the
more conservative members of the Government, they were quickly
silenced by the Soviet.

In gpite of the fact that this declaration was a come
promige between the Soviet and the Provisional Government,
the Soviet issued enother declaration without the knowledge
or aepproval of the Provisional Government, This was the
" notorious Order Ho. !, which meny members of the government
and the army staff claimed was the prinecipal agent of desiruction
of the Russian army.h The order called for soldier's commite
tees virtusl control over the armed forces, Each detachment
vas instructed to obey the orders of the military commisesion
of the state Duma only if those orders 4id not contradict the
orders of the Soviet, Saluting and other formalities between
officers and men were a2bolished, and the politieal control of
the army was placed squarely in the hends of the Soviet,

It wag plain that the balance of the Dual Power lay with
the Soviet, although lack of political experience and internal
dissention prevented them from seizing complete control. The
Provisional Covernment was indispensable to the Soviet because
it was at least the nominally recognized authority for the
country. But the Provisional Government iteelf was hampered

by the inexperience of its members as well as by the constant

‘61 6:A13xanaar Kerensky, The Jatastrophe (New York, 1927),




interference of the Soviet, Most of the members of the first
cabinet, organized under Prince George Lvov, Zemstvo leader
and probably the least controversial figure in Russia at the
time, were members of the Kadet party.® They attempted to
apply the principles of Buropean constitutionalism to revolue
tionary Russis with disastrous results, They were not to
reaslize their mistake until much later., The pecullar strength
of the Soviet lay in the fact that it had much closer contact
with the masses than d4id the Government. Soon after the
revolution every village and hamlet had formed 1ts own soviet,
The method of election to these bodies varied greatly, but
at least the soviets offered some semblance of representation
to the eager populace.

The miraculous alllance which had been formed between
the Soviet and the Duma to depose Ficholas II began to crumble
almost immediately, and the Provisional Government was denied
a gtable political basis at the outset., ¥Whlile the government
wag forced to wrestle with the grave problems Inherited from
the corrupt and ineffliclient autocracy - food shortages, war,
agrarian and labor unrest, price inflation - it also became
the center of & struggle for power beiween the revolutionary
factions, In March, 1917, the politically articulate segment
of the Russlan population could be divided into several groups.

On the right were the go~called bourgeols parties around which

SXandet was the popular name for the Constitutional Demo-
cratic Party.
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clustered all the non-sociallist elements., Represented in thie
group were the leading members of the Duma, the bureaucrats,
the commercial and industrial interests, and the military
organlzations, Thelr contradictory political aspirations
covered the whole spectrum betvween the liberal conservatism
of the Constitutlonal Democrats to the reacilonary cone
servatism of the monarchical Octobrists.® The most reac~
tionery groups were, for the moment, leaderless and silent,
The remaining non~socialists were therefore led by the Con-
stltutional Demoerats, a2 small but vocal group of university
Professors and other professionals whose political and eco-
nomie¢ phllosophy was in the tradition of nineteenth century
liberalism, In the Provisional Government, the Kedets exer=
cised a political sway far out of proportion to the interests
of the bourgeoisie, but their members also monopolized the
majority of the ministerial seats to the extent that the
terms "Provisional Government" and "Kadets" were almost
synonymous during the early part of the revolution,

Ags for a specific political program, the Kadets defended
private property, moderate social change, and parliamentary
government., They looked upon a constitutional monarchy as
the most workable means of implementing their program and
favored the continuation of the war with a goal of territorial

annexation in the Balkans,

)ﬁPgul Miliukov, Bussia Ioday and Iomexrow, (New York
1922 ’2 *




In the center of the political scheme was the Social
Revolutionary party, which, in spite of its radleal sounding
name, favored a moderate, constitutional government. The 5R's
were agrarian soclialists rather than Marxist proletarian
socialists, and until September they hald a voting majority
in the Soviet., Alexander Kerensky was a member of the SR
party, 2lthough he was not very close to the party.

On the left stood the Social Dlemocratic Farty, divided
into two main groups. The Mensheviks, or moderate members of
the party, were more nuwercus than the Bolsheviks, but lacked
the coherence and discipline of the more radiocal group. The
Bolsheviks were the smallest organized political party in
Russia, but deliberately so, for they conceived of themselves
as an elite corps of leaders firmly dedicated to revolutionary
principles, Of all the rival groups, the Bolsheviks alone
thought of viectory in terms of complete elimination of all
other parties. The Bolahévik program was both consistent
and violent; the social revolution with its dictatorship of
the proletariat could only be realized through the complete
destruction of capitalism and 811 its trimminge. Lenin wrote,
"The replacement of the bourgeois by the proletarian state
is impossible without a wviolent revolution.”7 His leadership
of the party after his return from exile in April gave stirength
and direction to the party program,

Ty.1, Lenin, Toward the ”ﬁlﬁnx£ of Power, Ihe Revolutions
az 1917: Erom the July Days Lo Qﬂ&ﬂhﬁ2.~£§ala&1%&,V01- XXI

trunmlated by Moissaye J. Olgin (New York
19323, Book I¥ gé ’
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In such & disunited atmosphere the Provisional Government
faced three baslc tasks: the re-establishment of the de~
stroyed machinery of state administration, the continuation
of the war, and the problems of socizl and politieal reform
which had arisen from the collapse of the monarchy.a The
first period of the revolution, from March until July, found
the government undertaking a tremendous amount of legislation,
giving 1t, on the surgace, the aspect of intense and conw~
structive activity. Actually, this activity is rendered less
important by the realization that much of this leglslation
was merely 2 series of endless laws legalizing already spone
taneously established faets.g The government was neither a
free agent, nor an effective one,

The first crisis facing the Provisional Government was
in the field of foreign policy. At first the Government took
the position that the revolution had made no change in Russia's
foreign pollicy. The Foreign Minlister, Paul Miliukov, eapoused
the theory that the revolution was primarily a protest against
the failure of the 1mpefia1 government to organize the country

for w&r.‘o Thie 1dea, though warmly accepted by the Allies,

€11lexander Kerensky, "The Provisional Government of

1917," East Europeap Review, XI, Ko. 3t
(July, 1932)51:"%!%” Snd. ° 3

%, E. Mosse, "Interlude, the Russian Provisional

z?vernment of 1917," BSoviet Studies, XV, No. 4 (April, 1964),
0

10
Michael T. Florinsky, ?ugﬁla, A History Inter-
pretation (New York, ?9583'. I, 137s5, ead en
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was far from the actual truth. The war d4id play an important
part in the motivation of the revolution, but the truth was
that the Russian army was demoralized and simply did not wish
to continue fighting, Composed largely of peasants, the army
had quickly lost its enthusiasm for war, and was obsessed
with only one idea; peace and to return to their farms,

Chief among the objectives of Miliukov's foreign policy
were the continuation of the war and the annexation of Conw
stantinople, The mocialists, however, particularly those who
dominated the Soviet, felt that the war was egsentially ime
perialistic in character and demanded an early peace, On
March 27, the Soviet issued a "Manifesto to the Peoples of
the World," ealling on them to oppose the snnexationist

policies of their governmants,11

Even though the manifesto
touched off demonstrations for peace in Petrograd, Miliukov
commented in a press interview on April 5 that the annexation
on Constantinople and the Straits, as well as the liberation
of the Slavic peoples of Austria-Hungary, were among the wary
aims of the new gavernment.’a The interview created a sene
sation, The following day the Provisional Government issued
a statement to the effect that Miliukov was expressing only
his personal opinions and not those of the Provisional Gove

ernment, After long negotiations hotween the Provisional

11&&&5&&&&%’ March 28, 1917, as quoted in Golder, 3255,
‘aﬁglgnm April 3, 1917, as quoted in Alexander Kerensky
and Robert Browder (eds.), The Provisional

of 1917 (Stanford, 1963) III, 1196,
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Government and the Soviet, accompanied by mass demonstrations
of unprecedented violence by supporters of both sides of the
question, order vas restored, but the reorganization of the
government was imperative, Miliukov stubbornly maintaining
his own policy, was forced to realgu.?g His resignation was
preceded by that of the Miunister of Wasr, A, I, Gutchkov,
another member of the cabinet who wae considered anathemsa

by the Soviet because of his early attempt to retain the mone
archy. #qth these two members out of the way, the path was
open for the Soviet to join the government, but they did not
immediately selze the opportunity. Under continued pressure
from the government and growing public eriticism, the Soviet
at last sgreed to allow 1ts members to moocept positions in
the cablnet, and a new govermment wasg formed, The nev cow
alition cablnet was composed of six socialist and nine none
socielizt ministers, each of them responsible to the parties
they represented. In terms of political stadbility, the new
cabinet wag hardly any improvement over its predecessor, Ale
though the resignations of Gutehkov and Miliukov removed two
of the most unpopular members of the cabinet, the confliot
between the Joviet and the ?roviﬁidnal Government was merely

transferred within the confines of the ministry itself. The

‘”Irakli K. Teeretelll, “&eminiacenees of the Februsry
Revolution: The April Crieis," The RBuss gg?w, XIV (1985),
185, Aoctually Miliukov was offered the portfo 1o of Minister
of Biuecstion, but rafu&ed to accept this demotion, See V., 5,
Stankevitch, Vospominanlilas, as gquoted in Erowder and Kerensky,
Dogunments, 11
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Dual Power was over in name only., The Kadet party continued
to dominate the ministry, and Prince Livov continued as Prime
Minister, but the real leader of the government was Alexander
Kerensky, Kerensky was Minister of Justice in the first
cabinet, and in the new coalltion he advanced t¢ the position

of Minister of ¥War,




CHAPTER II

KERENSKY'S RISE 70 POWER

The most spectacular member of the Provisional Government

was the fiery young lawyer, Alexander Kerensky. When the

revolution broke out, Kerensky was only thirty~six years old
yet he was already one of Russia's leading lawyers and the
leader of the small non-Marxist Trudovik Party in the Duna,
He was also the vice~chairman of the Petrograd Soviet, an
office which was to put him in the position of the unoffiecial
lisison between the Soviet and the Provisional Gov'emmem.1
Kerensxy's mother was Jew, and his father was the sup-
ervisor of high schools in Tashkent, where the family had been
briefly connected with the family of V, I, Lenin.2 Kerensky,
after 2 liberal bourgeols upbringlng, became a left~wing
politician and attracted some notice as a defense lawyer iu
political trials., Up to the outbreak of the Revolution he
had not been considered an important political figure, but
his popularity with the people was well known and his con-
nection with both the Soviet and the bourgeolisle democracy

made him a valuable addition to the cabinet,

'Kerensky, Crueifixion of Liberty, 180-1,
2gerensky, IThe Catastrophe, 79.
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_ Perhaps Kerensky's sort valusble ascet was hin ablllty

WSP L RE
to pponfidence; his capacity %o ingrotizte himself with eny
fmotion, e wae sn ewcsllant oretor, spoke with no trece of
2 provincial sccen?, snd had & yreudiness of ‘ongue and a
yoeabulary of objurgatiorn that was mrpasssd by none of hia
collen-ues in the Duma, Wiz oratoricsl prowess was to work
both for and against him, for as the revolutlon progressed,
Zerensky vwan often scoused of doing nmore talking than acting,
and hie Trequent emotional haranpuss fell on less attentive
surs 23 the days want by, In personal appearance Ferenaky
was anything bt commanding, lHe was of mediwm helght and
build, with sandy hailr and pleasant, thoush not striking,
fentures, “Throughout the days of the revolution, he cone
gtantly wore baggy trousers, laced boots, and an evar~present
biack worknman's Jaoket such as worn by the proletarian workers
of Fetrograd,

Kerencky's enemies had a tendency 4o Alemiss hin 2s
ineffective and garrulous., Tornilowv, for inetance, developed
2 hesrty d1slike for hinm and referred to him as "an etemal
talker who aocomplished 1ittle,"” Troteky characterized him
as follows:

He wag not 3 revolutionist! he merely hung arovnd the

the revolutlon . . . Ue had no theoretical preparatlion,

no politlcal schooling, no ability to think, ne politi=-
eal will, The place of these qualities was ocoupled

A314ed in Abraham Ascher, "The Xornilov Affair,” Ihe
sglen Review, XII  (October, 1953), 239,
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by 2 nimble susceptiblility, an inflammable temperament,
and that kind of eloquence which opgrates nelther upon
mind nor will, but upon the nerves,

In Lenin's view, Xerensky was "a fresh-bsked member of the

]

Social Revolutionary party,” snd "s pawn of the Yadets" who
wag "intoxlcated by his own eloquence."> Shulgin, the arch-
monarchist, described him as being theatrieal and erratic in
both speech and &Q%&an.é Sir George Buchanan, the Britieh

ambagsadoyr, wrote of him:

He wag s man who d41d not met up to his professions, and

every time that 2 crisis came he fsiled to rise to the

soecasion, He was 2 man of wordes end not of actious he
had his chance and he never seized them; he was alwaye
going to strike end he never struck} he thought more

of saving the revolution zha9 of saving his country,

and he ended by losing both.

Buch cheracterizatione indeed have some basis in faet,
Kerensky's oratory 414 have its theatrioal espeots and late
in the revolution i1t took on an almost hysterical urg&nay.\
He did exhiblt apn inadbllity to act on meny weasures, But he
was hampered on all sides by the lack of real power of the
Provisional Government, the harrassment of the Sovieit, and
the factions within the oabinet ltself., 7o see only one gide
of his asctions and personality ls to nreglect bia great popuw

larity and to ignore his meteoric rise to power,

“Leon Trotsky, Ihe Historv of the Bussian Reyolutdon 3 vols,
{Ann arbor, 1932), I, 183,

SLﬁnin, Em, XXI, Book It 78,

5@&@@& in Florinsky, Rugsle, II, 13&?.
7

9ir George Buchanan, 2y %1§§199‘ , Bugsia
Diplomstic ¥Memories, 2 voiﬂ.. Lanﬂan,m%@.‘
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Despite his faults, Kerensky was & man of great sine
cerity and intense revoluntionayy idealism, Sir George
Buchanan, who admittedly did not like him, and who oriti-
cized him sharply for his "lost opportunities,” still saw
Kerensky as "an ardent patriot [who] in the early days of
the revolution , . . displayed an energy and courage which
marked him out as the one man capable of carrying out the
war to o democratic neace and combatting the forces of dls-

"8 gep George's maln disappointment

order in his country.
in Kerensky seemed, understandably, to be his inablility to
restore the Russian Army to an effective position at the
fighting front. H¥. N, Sukhanov, who was politically far
to the left of Kerensky and no great admirer of him perw
sonally, still observed, "For Kerensky, democracy was an
absolute good; he sincerely saw it as the goal of his service
to the revolution.," He went on, "He had selflessly served
it under the Tsarist autocracy, ever since he had appeared
before the world as the ardent champion and if you like, the
poet of damoﬁracy.”g

Kerenesky himself explained his role in the revolution in
these words: “During those critical days in the destiny of

Russia, considersations of dogma or of party simply did not

®Iuta.

9¥. §. Sukhanov, Ihe Bugsian Revolutlon, 1917: Eye-
%&gggggfﬁ ; , Bdited, abridred, and translated by Joel
armichael, (Hew York, 1955), II, 485,




exigt forme , . o All one could do was to bulld the new
order with such human material as wag at hand,” He felt he
was inseparadbly connected with the destiny of the revolution.
"Byeryone round me seemed to trent me in & manner subtly
changed," he wrote, "as though some speoclal power was in my
handg, @ome peouliar influence over the siormy nasses, Yo
doudt my position was an historical accident, but there 1t
wag! "0

It was no acoldent that Kerensky was inoluded in the
first cabinet of the Provisional Government., His enthusiasm
and energy surpassed that of the other members of the revolu~
tionary government almost as far as did4 his popularity.
Besides, as vice~chalrman of the Soviet, he was an impore
tant link between the opposing sides of the Dual Power in
Petrograd, Kerensky had hesitated not at all at the pro-
vision of the Soviet that refused to let 1is memdbers acoept
portfolios in the new government, IHe accepted the post of
Minister of Justice, and presented himself at a meeting of
the Soviet where he made 2n impassioned plea for thelr supe
port of his decision, FKHe claimed that only hls presence in
the cabinet could save the political vrisoners from lynching
and give the masses a representative on the Provisional Gove

ernment, His own story of the first chaotic days of the

10k erensky,




19

revolution pictures himsell as self-assured, effective, and
conpletely cuught up in the fervor of the IQVGIHtiQﬁ.,i
Aotually, Kerensky's position in the cabinet was ame
biguous and difficult from the bveglnning, Although vicew
chalmman of the Soviet and virtusl spokesmen for the Soclal
Revolutionary party, he wag often elther politically or
personully ln disagreement with several of the soclaliet
winlisters, particularly Chernov, who later became Minlster
of Agriculture in the coalition government, He was more often
than not allied with the bourgeols ministers like Nekrasov or
Tereschenko in opposition to the policies of the Soviet, He
adopted & ~oderate, conclliatory position in the government,
which partially exzlains his ability to malintain a workable
arrangenent among such contradictory elements ag wWere reprew
sented within the ministry for as long as he did. It also
rlaced him in the position of belng a falr target for attack
from extremists from both Left and Right, Idke most middle-
of~thew-roaders, Kerensky ended up by pleasing nc one, and yet
he ¢learly saw that without compromise the revolution would
result in anarchy, He alweys felt that he could coordinate
the political dlversitles among his followers and make the
revolution work, What he falled %to recognlze wasg that, far
from being ready for a democratic experiment, the Russian

leaders were politically nalve and inept, and whet was worse,

11¥erensky, The Cetastirophe, 58.
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they failed to judge the temper of the magses, While they
were right in realizing that the desires of the people could
not be fulfilled immediately, they misjudged the intenslty
of those desires, By the tlme the bourgeols leaders had
realized their halfe-hearted efforts and ineffective promlses
would not satisfy the temper of the masses, the Bolshevlks
had consolidated thelr power and captured both the support
of the masses and. the revolution itselfl,

In his capaclity as War Minister in the first coalition
cablnet, Kerensky threw himself enthusliasticelly into the
problem of restoring the fighting apirit to the thoroughly
demoralized Russian troops. His confidence in his own ability
knew no boundg, as ls evideneced by hls speech before the Cone
gress of the All~Russian Soviet of Peasants' Deputies on
¥ay 18, when he told ithe deputies, "I, a stranger in military
circles, shall instll in the troops iron discipline, and 1%
will be the discipline of honor and duty towards the country,"!2

On July 1, the long-avwalted offensive on the Hagtemrn
front was launched, With the advance of Russlan troops into
Galicia went the hopes of the Allies and the Russian nationw
alists alike that the offensive might mark a turning point in
the war, The Allies, of course, hoped that the revived ac=

tivity on the Pastern front would serve to draw German itroops

'2kerensky, The Gatastrophe, 217. 4180 Bobert ¥arth,
Ihe @ag the Busgien Revolution (Durham, Horxrth Caro-
Tina, 39%£), 17. ’
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from the Yestern front and rellieve the oritical situation there,
The atiock was to take place with the ald of the Briiish armles
in Prence, which incidentally, was not forthecomling when the
time cume, The officers were uncertailn whether the troops
would obey orders for only a few units were unquesilonably
loyal, vhile some were openly mutinous, FKerensky relled largely
on hig povers of persuasion to encourage the war-weary btroops
to action, e tourel the front, harangulng the soldiers with
words, "Warriors, Our Country %is in danger! Iiberty and revow
lution are threatened , . . Officers aad soldiers! T¥now that
all Russia glves you itz blessing on your undertsking, in the
name ol liberty, the glorious future of the country, and an
enduring snd honorable peace, Forward!"'? Xerensky retained
his popularity throughout the summer, but his efforis to re-
vive the flghting spirit of the forces were futile, or at

best, temporary.

On July 19 the Germans launced a counter=offensive in
Galicls, The element of surprise and the superiority of the
Russlan troos- In both nunbers and ams gave Russla a few
victories in the Tirst d¢ays of the offensive, but the countere
~Iffensive forced the Russlans into & retreat that soon bevanme
g rout, In some instances whole divisions fled before mere

companies, In others the amy comnittees argued the fine

131 , July 3, 1917, as quoted in Colder, Docu~
pepts, 425,
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points of a defensive war until it wag too late to fight,
Conditions becanme so bad that on July 20 General Kornilow,
now commanding the Southwestern front since his resignation
ot Petroprad, wired Xerensky demanding that the offensive be
halted immediately.

Genersl Tavr Kornilov was a man whose life had a story
book agrect that mede him & natural cholice for the role of
hero of the Right, Dorn in 1870, in Ust'~Kamenogorodsk in
Siberia, the mon of 2 Uogsack officer, he chose a nilitary
czreeyr at =n evily age, After completing his training at a
cadet school and military college, he was commissioned an
office in the Turkestan artillery brigade in 1892, He was
able to speak at least fifteen different languages, including
geveral Oriental ones = 3 fact which contributed to his suce
cess ag an explorer of Chinese Turkestan and the Bastern
provinces of ?ersia.‘h

E:xly in 1915 he was promoted to divisional commander
and led the attack on Przemsyl, an Austrian fortress in Gallcia,
Instesd of following orders to reitreat, Kornllov pushed fore
wvard against the enemy and was captured, This earned him a
year's detention in Austria and the displeagure of the Supreme

Commander, General A, A, Brusilov, whon he was later to replace,

Y41,00nid I, Strakhoveky, "Kornilow," 0%;;;52'2 New
. A AR " ’*&” Jar -
glopedis, XI (New York, 1950}, 670. Also Strakhoveky, Was

There a Xomilov Rebellion,” The 3 > and Eagt Buropean
Review, VXXITI, No. 81, (Gane—ToSET 5%,




In 1915 Korallov nanaged a dramatic ssceape by paying 20,000
z0ld krovnen to 2 Czech, Franz 4rmak, who helpsd him through

) - 5
the Ausirian 11u&.1“

Tack in Russia, the eplsode becanme
widely wnaowm and with 1%, Kornllov's reputation as an adven=
turar grew,

After the dismal fullure of the July offensive the need
for rezhulfling the higher ranks of the Russian army bdecane
apparest, The Supreme Commander, General Brusilov was both
old and 111, vad wes regarded by muny as Incapable of declisive
actlion and without real influence over his officers and men,
Fornilov, on the other hand, was much younger, known &8 a
brave and patriotic soldier, and held the ferveut devotion of
his men, particularly that of the so-called "Savage Division,"
a unit made up of flerce nmounteirneers and trdbesmen from the
Caucasue, lg Siberian blood and his flueney in thelr language
formed o boud between Kornilov and these nmen,

Kornilov, like Kereasky, had his detractors, Kerensky
himself salid he uever doubted that Kornilov loved hils country,
but that his lack of understendling and greal political ine
experience caused hix to be used by "cunniug enemies of free-

w16

dom, or by wmere political sh:iriers, Miliukov characterized

N

¥5vs otor Chernov, The Greet Russisn Revolution (New
Haven, 1936), 324, Unfortunately, nurnek's role in the affair
also became well known, and he was sentenced to twenty-five
years in au Austrian prison for his =fforts.

éKer&ms&y, Prelude io gr, Freface, vii,
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Kornilov as "first of all 2 soldier, a brave fighter capable
of inspiring an ammy in time of battle by his personal example,
fearless in his plans, resolute and persistent in executing
them, Bat his intellect was not on a level with his will,"!7
Barly in the summer of 1917 Sir George Buchanan reported
to his home office that Kornilov was 2 much stronger man than
Kerensky, and "were he to assert hi&rinfluan@& over the amy
and were the latter to become 2 strong fighting force he would
be master of the situation,"!'8 The London Tipes printed the
following glowing tribute to Kornilov at the height of his
popularity: "The physique of the man harmonized with his in-
telleotual and moral qualities, Of middle height, spare and
erect, he 18 hardy and untiring, like his Cossack ancestors,”
It went on, "He impresses you as a man who hae infinlte con-
trol over himself, kindly but adamant."'? General Gourko,
Wwho wes involved In a counter-revolutionary plot himself, said
Kornilov was a "splendid man of action, 2%le to show the
necessary personal initlative, with extraordinary energy, just,
soldier~like opinions, great austerlty in relation to himself,
which gave him the right to be exacting with his subordinates,"2C

‘7ciﬁaa in George Stewart, Bgﬁ&i&
Quaaigls o me%ﬁ%ﬁ fer i e e e
York, 1933

"8Buchanan, Mission to Russia, II, 69,
19724pes  (London), September 11, 1917,

1919?Q33331 Gourko, Nap and Revolutlon ip 1914~1917 (New York,
* . )
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General Denikin regarded him as a "fighting general who carried
the fighting men with him by hils courage, coolness, and cone
tempt for deatn,"?!

Then there were the harsher opinions, Trotsky viewed him
as & "bold young commander whom even his admirers regerded a
bit simple."22 General Verkoveky declared that Kornilov had a
"lion's heart, a sheep's brain."23 Chernov atiributed these
vwords to Verkovsky, too, but softened the translation a bit
by saying, "Kornilov hag the llon's heart, you feel the hot
blood of a fighter pounding in his veins . . . but when he be~-
gins to talk politics, you sense that it 18 not his element,"24

Regardless of personal opinions, no one intimated that
Xormilov wag not a2 brave and patrictic soldier, In addition
to those personal quallties whioch seemed to sult him for re~
vitalizing the dispirited Bussion 2rmy, Kornilov exhibited
slightly more libersl tendencies than most of the Rugsian
generals, He did not hold the Provisional Government solely
responsible for the disintegration of the army, He spoke of
the "original and longw-standing deficlency of the commanding
staff"” and the specific and useful function which the com=

missars and arny committees should perform., True, he later

214, I, Denikin, Ihe Russian Tummoil (London, n.d,), 298,

2rrotsky, Histoxy of the Russiap Revolution, I, 252,

2301ted in Trotsky, Higstory of
252, Also Stewart, Wpite Armies

24cnernov, Great Rusglan Revolution, 323-24.
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tried to do away with the committees entirely, but his initial
impresglion on Kerensky was encouraging.

Kornilov's telegram from the Southwesiern front, which
constitutes his future political program, read as follows:

An army of ignorant men, which has lost 1ts mind, whieh
was not protected by the government from gystematlic
depravity and corruption, which has lost all feeling

of human dignity, is on the run, In the field, which
could not be called a field of battle, there reigns
such utter horror, infamy and disgrace, as the Russlan
army has not displayed from the time of ite very
foundation, This calamity can be brought to an end

and this shame wiped out by the revolutlonary governe
ment, but if 1t falls to do so 1t will be replaced by
the inexorable march of history by other leaders, who
whilst removing the dishonour at the same time will
destroy the frulis of the revolution and hence will

not glve happiness 4o the country. There 15 no cholce:
the revolutionary government must adopt 2 definite and
firm way. Only in such a manner the salvation of the
fatherland and of liberty is to be found, I, General
Kormilov, whose whole life from the first day of cone
sclous existence to this day has been spent in devoted
gervice to the fatherland, declare now that the father=-
land ie perishing and therefore, although not asked for
an opinion, I demand the immediate termination of the
offensive on all fronts for the purpose of preserving
and saving the army by meansg of a complete reorganization
on the basis of striet diselpline, so as not to sacrie
fice the 1lives of those few heroes who have the right
to see better days., It is urgent therefore to introduce
the death penalty as a temporary extraordinary measure,
necessltated by the extreme gravity of the situation
and to establish the field court-martial in the theatre
of military operations . . . I hereby declare that if
the government will not enac¢t the measures proposed by
me and thus deprive me of the only means to save the
army and to utilize it for the proper purpose - the de-
fense of the fatherland and of liberty - then I General
Kornilov, will rggign my office of commander~in-chilef
unconditionally,

ats, 428, Also Chernmov, Great Rugsian
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The Genersl's demands were backed uprby most of the
generals of the Russian ammies, and on July 25 the Provisional
Goverument restored the death penaltiy and promised to con-
slder further measures to resiore the army.

The complete br@akdmwﬁ on the front was accompanied by
riots and a political crisis in Petrogred, The atmosphere
in the cupitol was tense in any event, and the news Ifrom the
front only scceniuated the discontent, The Petrograd garrison
was hostlle to the offensive, largely because the men feared
they would be transferred to the frunt.25 The resignation of
four Kadet ninisters on July 195 aided 1n bringing the crlsis
to a head, The Kadets were disgatisfied with thelr lack of
influence in the Cabinet, and the guestion of Ukrainian
auntonomy provided the irmmediate cause for thelr departure,

On the morning of July 16, the First Machine Gun Reserve
Regiment, followed by other detachments, declared for open
insurrection.2’ Despite appeals from the Soviet and the Pro=
visional CGovernment, soon other military unlts and chousands
of factory workers poured into the streets,?Y Ghen the

Bolsheviks saw the crowds would not disperse they hastily

26pach, July 5, 1917, as guoted in Browder and Kerensky,
Decuments, III, 1383

271, Tobolin, "Iiul'skie Ini v Petrograde,” Kragnyi A
XIII (1927), 1320, 58-63; XIV, (1927) 63-6h, as queta%x¥§ix'
Browder and Kerensky, Dpcumenta, III, 1338.1345,

287p1g., Vol, IITI, 134546, Also Izyestila, July 18, 1917,
as gquoted ié Golder, ﬁaeuments, 45455, ’ .
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attempted to put some direction into the demonstration, They
gave the movement slogens and helped attract the sympathy of
the workers, Crowds surrounding the Tauride Palace demanded
that the Soviet assume powers rioting broke out in many parts
of the city and the dead and wounded numbered several hundred,
The members of the Patibgnad garrison who did not join the
demonstration declined to join the government either, so
the troops &t the disposal of the Provisional Government vere
negligible, The members of the Provisional Government
narrowly excaped the temper of the mob, Chernov, Hinister
of Agriculture, wvas saved from & mob of angry aaiiorm only
by the intervention of the Bolshevlk leader Trataky.gg

The Soviets, hovwever, refused to heed the demands of the
growd and take over the government, and during the stalemate
that followed most of the crowd simply got tired and went
home., The Provisional Govemrnment ordered troops from the
front to put down the uprising, C and at a most propitious
moment, the Minleter of Justice, Pereverzev, permitted the
release of some material collected by the government indioating
that Lenin and his supporters vere in the pay of the German
government, Vesk as the evidence was, 1t was enough to

cause 2 change in the atmosphere of the oity. HNeutrsl

Qgﬁvukmgv, Reyvolud f?uz’mn hhheh6, Also Trotsky,

Orroteky, History of mggm% §@x%gg;ga 11, 85, Also
Bmawdar and Ke%&nsky, Qgggmgejg I 54, aﬁd Barnard Pares,
My Bussiap Memoirs (Iond 931), 46




troops rallied to the support of the governmenti and some of
the demonstrators were visidly shaken, The uprising dissolved
as gulcrly as it had begun, Although any real organizatlon
on the nart of the Jolsheviks would certalnly have resultied
in the capture of the govarmment, the time was Ilnopportune,

As Trotsty declared, "It i1s not enough to selze power - you
heve ‘o hold 3t."31  reither Lenin mor Trotsky thought the
Bolsheviks were strong enough to hold the power at this time,

The reaction of the goverament was relatively mild, but
the July demonstretions seriously demaged the position of
the Bolzheviks for & few months, The government adopted a
legisletion sepinst ircltement %o mutiny, regiments that had
teken part in the uprising were disbanded and the men sent
to the Tront, and several Rolshevil pudblicationg were cloaed‘gg
Despite thelr momentary victory over the Bolsheviks, the gove
ernment 4id little to win the support of the masees, lLenin
wag allowed to escape, and although Troisky and 4, V.
Lunacharsky vere both arrested they were later released,

On July 20, the disheartensd Prince Lvov resigred as
head of the povernmert, Xerensky became premier and laome-
diately encountered much diffioul sy in composing hie cabinet.
For two weeks XKerensky and the Soviet wrangled through negoe-

timstions and discussions, only to have Kerensky himself resign

Jlrrotsky, distory of ine Russian Revelution, II, 68.

J21zvestiia, July 7, 1917, 23 guoted in Browder and
Kerensky, Documents, III, 1358,
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on Lupgust 3,39 La he expected, he war prevailed upon to ree
turn and within twenty-Ffour hours had formed & new coalition
cabinet which he declored was independent of p&xties*34 AQw
tually, both the Mgh+t and the Left used conglderable precsure
on him *to faver thelr cholces, Of the elghteen members of

the cabiret, cleven were coclaliste but of the most moderate

&

kind, "he government hecane incré&sﬂngly jdentified with the
person of Kerengky, end Xerensky becune increasingly obsessed
with the trapoingse of power, The positior ui the government
d1d not bhecore more poverful dbecmuse of its apparent victoery
over the Tolscheviks, but instead grew weaker and more inef-
fectunl every day, The Soviet was dlosgatisfied with the
restoration of the deztl penalty, the offensive had proved

a fisgeo of +the worst sort and cries for a strong authority
and & more secure goverrmert began to be heard from many
gquarters, Although the majority in the government wag now
soeialist, the zovernment was more conservative than ever,
but 1t was still not styong enough %o throw off the re-
straining hand of the Soviet and establish a stable governw-
ment, The chlef weakness of bhe governnent was that 14 4ld

not really represent anvbody., It was too soelalist to please

3Rech, July 22, 1917, as quoted in Browder and Keremsky,
Dogupents, TII, 1417-19,

3#Keremsky, The Catastrophe, 243«5, Also Regh, July 23,
1217,8as quoted fu Browder and ﬁerensky, Doguments, III,
12?“‘1




the conservetives, 1t wasg Loo bourgeols Yo please the Soviet
end the leaders of the proletariat, and 14 was uot backed by
arn assemhly that vrepresented the Rusgian people, Only lack
of any other strong bYody or person to teke iis place pre-

vented the fall of the covernment in July.




CHAPTER III

KORNILOVYS APPOINTMENT AS
SUPREME COMMANDER

The government's position in the days following the
July uprising seemed to improve on the surface at least, but
this period proved to be only a lull before the storm. The
disorganization of the ammy was nearly complete, and the
economic condition of the country vworsened dally. In spite
of the fact that the government lacked the support of the
people, 1ts members could not agree to call the Constituent
Asgembly any earller than November, Heanwhile, the ¢on=
servatlves and reactionary elements of the country intensie
fied their search for a strong leader, General Lavr Kornilov
appeared to have the necessary characterietics for a leader
of authority, and he became the focal point for all those
unhappy elements who thought they saw ansrchy and chaosg in
the future,

Eornilov, as commander of the Bighth Army during the July
offensive, was one of the few who had any sueccess, It was
there that he became commander-in-chief of the entire South=
wésterﬂ front and sent his flrst telegram to Kerensky, demanding
restaoration of the death penalty. It was also on the Southe

western front that Kornllov became acquainted with Boris

32
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Savinkov and Maximilian Filonenko, two men who played an ime
portant part in the Kormilov Affalr., Savinkov had been a
member of the Terroristic Organization of the Socialist Revo-
lutionary Party in Russia prior to the Revolutlon of 1905,
Captured and sentenced to death, he escaped and lived from
1906 to March, 1917, in Paris, where he wrote revolutionary
novels and articles under the psuedonym of V, Ropshin., He
was regpounsible for the esgsassination of the Grand Duke Sergei
and FPlehve and had figured in several other assassination
attempts.‘ Savinkov was an adventurer of great resourcefule
ness and imagination, He was also a man who evoked strong
opinions in his contemporaries, The eminent Russian historian,
Bernard Pares, characterized him as "one of the most romantic
figures of the Russian Revolution . . . & man of action, who
was heart and soul for winning the war, saving the honor of
Russia, and showing a firm front to the Bolshevikse."2 General
Denikin, characteristically, d1d not share this opinion. He
sald Savinkov wae "strongewilled and cruel by nature, com-
pletely lacking in conventional marality."B

Savinkov and Filonenko were serving as commissars on the

Southwestern front durling the July offensive, and both agreed

1?0? an account of ﬁavihk@v'ﬁ terroristic activities

$ri?§ to 1911 see his book Memoire of a Tarrorist (¥ew York,
931).

2Pares, Bugsian Memolrs, 568.
3Denikin, Russian Turmoil, 30S.
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with General Komilov on the matter of striect discipline.
Savinkov had even added a postscripi to-the General's famous
telegram, saying, "On my part I fully share the opinion of
General Fornilov and support everythiné he has expressed word

nh At least one historian even attributes the writing

for word.
of the telegram to Savinkov and Filonenko instead of to the
Gener@1,5 while others clsim the dlspatch was written by the
General's oivilian orderly, Zavoilo.®

As for Zavoiko, little is known of this shadowy figure,
Trotsky says he was a "former landlord, oil speculator, and
adventurer ., . . who impressed Kornilov with his pen."! He
became Kornilov's unofficial preses agent, drawing up his re-
ports and documents., In any event, he impressed Kornilov
enough to attain the position of orderly to the General and

exercised a great deal of influence over him.8

“Paul N, Miliuxov, Lgtorila yioroy russkov ,
{Bofie, 1921), 58, as quoted in Strakhoveky, ' Was There &
Kornilov Reb&llion,” 376.

SBoris Savinkov, "Liffaire Korniloff," Mercure de Frapge
OXXXII, (1919), 138, as clted in Avranan Ascher, "The Komilov

Affair," The Russisn Review, XII, No. 4 (1953), 237,

Sterensky, The Uatestrophe, 304. Also Prelude, 14-15
snd Chernov, Great Rusglan Reyolutliou, 330.

Trrotsky, lstory of Russisp Revolution, IT, 145.

8Pure$, Russlan Memoirs, 530. Also Kerensky, ¢

QLp%xﬁx, 353, in which Kerensky says Zavoiko wag a shady

nancier who lived in London incognito under the name of
Kurbatov. Later he became an agent of Kolchak in the United
States, In Great Bussian ngglggmg, 342, Chernov characterized
him ag 2 blg lsndowner and president of the nobllity of
Galisinsky Diatrict of Podolsk Province and therefore against
the violation of property rights,
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Ou July 29, Kerensky celled = umilitary conference at
Mogilev ivu order to discuse the zrave situation which had
been created by the collapsze of the July offeusive., Among
those atitendicg the meecring were Cenerals Bruellov, Bupreme
Commander~in=Chief; Denikin, commander of the Northern front;
and Lukomsky, Brusilov's chief of staff., In additlon, Com=
mlasars Savinkov and Filonenko were present at Kerensky's
request, Ag for Xornilov, a telegram was sent %o him ade
vising hinm to remaln at the Southwestern front and to send
his recommendations to the conference by telegram, Chernov
states that Kornilov was not inviied because he was in dils-
favor with Kerensky and the General Staff,g but Kerensky
maintained that while Brusilov did not fully trust Kornilov
because of his impetuosity, military matters, not personsl
ones, dictated Kornilov's absence from the Voglilev Cone
ference,10

4t the Conference, General Denikin began with a seithing
attack on the FProvisional Government and set forth the measures
which the governmen® must take in order to save Russia from
complete military collapse, Firat, Denikin insisted that the
government should recognize its mistakes and its guilt for
the tragic state of military disciylina. The government,

stated Denikin, "has not understood and estimated the noble

POneriov, Great Russian Revolutlon, 331,
"0kerensky, Exelude o B
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and sincere impulses of the officers who had greeted the nevws
of the revolution with Joy and had sacrificed irnumerable

lives for their country,"!!

Second, Denikin demsnded that
full mllitary power be ilven to the Supreme Commandereine
Chiel; Tetrograd should cease enaciing militery regulations,
Third, he sald politlcs had to disappear from the ammy,
Pourth, he demanded that commissars and committees be abolished
aud the "Declaration of Soldlers' Rights" be rescinded, Com-
mandlng officers should be restored to power and discipline
and good conduct must be vesiored, he went on, Denikin also
held that appointments to important military posts should be
nade on the basle of experience in the field and adminise
tration, dpecial lew abiding units of al1l the armies should
be placed at the disposul of th: commanding officers as o bule
wark agalnst mutiny, and finally he denanded that military
revolutionary courts should be established and capital punishe
ment should be re-introduced in the rear for troong and
civilians who were gulliy of the sanme erimes.12

In spite of this severe critieism of the government,
Prime dinister Kerensky shook hands with Denikin after the
report sud sald, "Thank you, General, for your outspoken and

sincere speech,"'3 Tater Kerensky described Denikin's speech

"1 Denikin, Bugsian Zummoil, 293.
121pid,, 293-4,
13; mi ey 2594;




as the firsh lnstunce of the military reaction which Inspired
many partlisans of the Kornilow mavamemt,!a

Denikin's report was followed by the reading of General
Kormilov's “elegran, “he fonz of this dlspatch closely
follovwed that of hiz earlier tclegranm from the front., Komilov
also urped that capital punichment be re-introduced in the
rear, that disciplinary povwers bhe vestored to the commanding
offleers, that mesetings Jor poliZlical purpones at the front be
stopped, =and the gpreading of antl-national propaganda and
vigits of delegations and agltutors to the front be prohi bited.
He Jid¢ not nropose the sbolighment of the army committiees and
commlosurs bubt demanded that their povwers and resporsidilities
be restrictel and fixed, He also suggested thalt the commite
gars be glven the right to confirn the verdicts of the Military
Revolutlionery Tribunal aud to effect & cleansing of the Comw
manding staffs,'> This recommendation was by no means 2
concession on Kornilov!s part to the revolutionary democraay,
Denikin explained that Fornllov sought to rid the army not
of men of 991id wmilitayy traditiong, but of the hirslings of
ths revolution.'® Chernov eommented that Kornilov was merely
transferring to the eommlsasars the odlum of vasasing death
gentences while attempting to replace opportunisis with irrecons

cilables.l7

"Aorensky, Bralude to Bolshevism, 13,
!5Denikin, Russlan Iurpeil. 295.

161014,

17Cnernov, Great Russian Revolutdon, 332.
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Torailov's paluss, laser waown ag the Zornllov Prow
cragae, appealed to Saviakov, the Provisional Government, and
espaciclly b2 Kerensiy, Tomilos*s acceptance of the com~
Al gsars and gonnd Stees vas o welcoue asagure, and e,
Toralloy 4id not plece 211l the Hlane for the conditlon of
the army on the governnen’t, He criticized the offliocery as
wall,

Korensky wasg convinced that the dlsagroement beiween
Tornilov and the sovermpent was ounly one of method, 2070 DUrw
poae, 'l nrotestel the tone, not the actusl coutsnt of the
Yeneral's telegrams, Kevensky wrote, "As to the fom of

ornllov's demends, here the Provisional Goverament as &

body wss obliged to protest euphatically apgainst Fommilov's
ultinetive panner of aldressing the governuent, in order
o saleruard the rights and prestige of the Provisional Gove
emment's supreme authority of the State,"18

Bevinkov and Milonenko accompenled Kerensky on the trip
back Yo Petrograd after the conference, During the trip,
Sevinkov urpged Kerversky to appoint Fornilov to the post of
Suprene Uormander, Relations bveiween Kerensky and General
frugllov had been streived for some wesks, ard Chernov suge~
gested that Ferensky was personally affronted by Brusilov's
failure 4o meet him personally when he arrived at Fogilov for
g

the conference,'? In explaining his decision to replace

'8xerencky, Brelude to Dolsheyism, 26-28.
19Chernov, Great Russian Revolution, 331.
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Brusllov, Kerensky merely contended that Brusilov was 100 un=
declded, too unstable to remain.20 The Galielan campalgn
made 1t apparent that a change wag needed, and General Xornilov
was the most likely candidate, "His defects, especially his
impetuosity in success, dld not then seem to offer any danger;
moreover, the views that he @rofeaﬁad seemed to exclude the
possibility of a conflict," Kerensky wrote.E‘ Accordingly,
Kerensky requested the appointment of General Kornilov as
Supreme Commander~in~Chief,

The appointment was made on July 29, with the approval
of all the members of the cabinet, The news was greeted with
approval by the conservative groups, both civilians and mili-
tary, who hopefully thought the General's appointment meant
a trend to the Right., Along with the General's appointment
also came the appointment of Savinkov as Deputy Minister of
War under Kerensky.

Kornilov was not ready to accept this high office un~-
conditionally, however, On July 31, he sent Kerensky another
telegram, stating that he socepted the command only on the
following conditions; that he should be responsible to his
own consclence and to the whole nation; that he should have
full freedom from interference in operational orders and

hence in the appointment of higher commanders; that measures

2OKerensky, Exelude to Bolshevism, 19-20,
21Ipid., Introduction, xiti,
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recently adopted at ﬁhe front be applied to those regions of
the rear where the army reserves were stationed, and that his
program as stated at the lMogllev conference be aceapted.aa
This was the sirongest declaration the General had yet dared
to put forth, Even his close associate General Denikin ex-
pressed surprise at the first condition, noting that it was
"a highly original form of suzerainty on the part of the
Supremne Gammand.”23 Kerensky iomediztely took offense at
the imperious tone of the telegram, but before the matter
could come to & head, another incident further compliocated
relations between the Prime Minleter and the future Supreme
Commander,

At the same time as Kornilov's appointment, and without
his knowledge, Kerensky had appointed General Cheremissov
commander«in-chief of the Southwestern fromt, Korilov
congidered this a violation of his rights and threatened to
resign unless Ghéremissov was dismlssed, Kerensky impulsively
suggested that it wag Kormnilov who should be dlsmissed, on
the ground that if discipline was to be restored to the army,
1t must begin by glving an example in high quartera,Q“ It
i3 more probable that Kerensky resented any challenge to his

authority and was beginning to feel that Kornllov was going

 22go14er, Doounents, 54-15. Also Onemnov g_ma,;s_ fueslan
Revolution, 332, and Kerensky, Prelude fo Bolshevien
2ODenikin, Russien Turmoil, 303.
24gerensky, Prelude to Bolshevism, 27.
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too far with his dictatorial demands, Interestingly, Kornilov
used the same argument in demanding the dismissal of Cheremissov,
Oheremissov declared he was not in the personal service of
Kornilov and would obey only the Provisional Government,
threatening to bomb his way to Headquarters in order to estab-
lish his richts as commander, Kornllov argued that Cheremissov

should be dismissed becausge 1f army diseipline was toc be
strengthened, it must be applied to 2ll ranks.zs

Through the efforts of Savinkov and Filonenko, a compro-
mise was reached, It might better be called a stalemate, for
1t was highly unsatisfactory to all sides. On August 2,
Kerensky informed Kornilov he accepted his ideas in principle,
and announced he was sending Filonenko to diescuss the matter
of Cheremissov's appointment, After a series of conferences
between Filonenko and Kornilov, Kornilov accepted Filonenko's
interpretation of his first condition, "responsibility to the
people at large" to mean responsibility to ites suthorized
organ, the Provisional Government., Kerensky sent a telegram
to Cheremissov relieving him of his duties on the Southwestern
front and putting him at the disposal of the Provisional Gove=
ernment, The result as far as Cheremissov was concerned vas
quite unacceptadble, and though he could do nothing about it
immediately, he was so resentful of Kerensky's actions that

he refused to move & finger to help the unfortunate prime

25Cnernov, Great Bussisn Bevolution, 334.
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minister when the Bolsheviks tock over the government in do-
vambar.gﬁ

Finally, Komilov left for Mogllev at midnight, August 5,
and assumed the Supreme Command of the Russlan army., The army
had been virtually without 2 commander for almost a week, To
make matters worse, this orisis coincided with a crlsis withe
in the Provisional Goverument itself, during which ministers
resligned and took back their resignations with such haste and
confusion that at one time only lYekrasov, the Deputy FPrime
Minister, represented the government, The clash betvween
Kerensky and Kornilov was only a preview of the conflicte
that developed between the two men., Although they were in
accord concerning the need to restore the diseipline of the
arny, they were in complete disagreement as to the limits of
thelr respeciive spheres of action., Xornilov interpreted
the office of Supreme Commander-in-Chief in the most 1literal
sense, while Kerensky regarded the Supreme Communder to be
subordinate to the will of the Provisional Government, In
view of their divergent opiniong and the dramatic and im=
pulsive nature of both men, it was inevitable that the rivalry
that was building between them would inerease in the hectlo

weeks to follow.

261414,




CHAPTER IV
THE SEARCH IMOR A HERO

While the rivalry between Kerensky and Kornilov was
building to a danger point the activities of the none-
- goclaliste - that vast and heterogeneous Right - the ine-
dustrialists, landowners, officers, Kadets, allied diplomets,
and other men of conservative sentiment who were begimming
to look upon General Kornllov as the Proverbisl “"man on the

white horse,”

were beginning to move more quickly, There is
no evidence that General Xornilov himself was involved in &
counter~revolutionary activity before August, 1919, but
Kerensky declared he had direct information of a plot by
certain groups at Mohilov against the gavarnment,i It is
difficult to pinpoint the beginnings of the various counters
revolutionsary movements, because there was no real counterw
revolutionary organization as such, The activities of the
various individuals and groups were carried on separately and
gporadically from the beginuing, and even when the General's
clash with the Provisional Government became imminent, there
was no efficlent cooperation between the groups, Many of the

men and organizations who were connected with efforts to

Vi 3T » 53'
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combat the srowing influence of the Left and who directly or
indirectly lent support to Kornilovw preferred to keep thelr
participation strictly behind the scenes. Later, in view of
the fallure of the attempt to establish a dictatorshlp, el ther
with or without Kerensky's help, soue zcoounts wWere un-
doubtedly a2ltered by those who wished to deny any connechtlion
with the 11l-fated and confusing events, Nevertheless, there
was a large body of sentiment, growing stronger every day,
that favored replacing the impotent Provisional Government
with a stronger govemment, possibly a dlctatorshilp,

Kerensky himself, in his later writlings, was convinced
that e conspiracy developed slowly and systematically, be=-
ginning with Gutchkov's departure from the cabdinet in May,
1917, In bhis opinion, this consplrzey began in a limited
cirele of Petrograd bankers and financiers, and finally rallied
around General Kornilov late in August.2 In Gutehkov's
Memolrs, the date of the first counter-revolutlonary organi-~
zation 1g placed earlier - April, 1917, Gutchkov states that
a privete commlttee of representatives of banke and insurance
companies was organized to establish a large fund of money
ror cupporting moderate bourgeois candidates to the Constltuent
sgpsembly and for combating the influence of the sociallists at
the front, They called themselves the "Soclety for the Eco=
nomic Rehabilitation of Russia,” "In the end," he writes,

°Kerensky, Ihe Satastrophe, 288.
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"we decided to vlace the large funds that we colleched 2% the
dispossl of Geueral Kornilov for the purpose of organizing an
armed struggle agalinst the Soviets,"? &, I, Putilov, the
originotor of the Soclety, reecalled that there wze no doubt
in his nuind that Kornilov had Kerensky's consent to move the
troops to Petrograd, and that when the Joclety placed its
funds at Kornllov's digposal the members +thought Kaénilav and
the government were acting together, Putilov admitted only
the desire to move against the Soviets and denied any counterw
revolutionary efforts ageinst the Provisional Government, 4

Another group vwho harbored counter-revolutionary sentle
ments wag the Unlon of Officers, which was organized in May,
Itg president was Colonel L, Novosiltzev, who, in Kerensky's
view, served as the connecting link between the civilian and
military organizers of the counter»ravolutimn.g Kerensghy
gave the Colonel more credlit than he deserved, for the cone-
necting 1ink wag tenuous at best, IHevertheless, Chernov
thought the nion of Officers wes an lmportant counter-
revolutionayy force, Its main Job was to move offlcers to

Petrograd Lo form & shook unit to take over the elly in casge

drowder and Kerensky, |

, Savtambar 20, 1936, as quoted in
sapents, ITI, 1527,

4Pg§;g¥§§1a dgyosti, Janvwary 20, 1937, and January 24,
1937. Interviews with A' I. Putilov: as qﬁoted in Browder
and XKerensky, Documenis, III, 1533,

Skerensky, Ihe Catestrophe, 289,




& However, Chernov stateg that the counter-

of wecessity.
revolution actually began with the organlzasion of officers
on the Southwestern froul by Gernersl Krymov., This group ine
cluded znot only the officers of the Douthwestern front, but
algo parts of the Third Oav&lry Corpe, the Xiev Garrlson,
the Guard's Cavulry Regiment, and various officer and tech-
nlcal schools, The strategy of this military group was %o
allow the front to collapse slowly, while retresating to the
interior andéd in turn, forcing the organization of the rear
on & basis of iron discipline.7

5111l another organization, this one more closely cone
nected with General Kornilov from the early months of the
revolution, was the Republican Center. This group was ore
ganized in Petrograd in “May and had the backing of several
lmportant financlers, including 2 wember of the board of the
Siberian Bank. At the iaitlal neeting of thls group JFeneral
Kornilov was present, although the ldea of establishing a
dictatorshlp was not discussed at that time.a The Republican
Center was organlzed and worked lndependently of the Society
for the Zconomic Rehabllitation of Russia until after the

July uprising, The most important part of the Republican

Cnernov, Great Russiap Revolution, 337-38,
7; bid.

m%ﬁkﬁﬁaﬁlﬁ ngpﬁgg February 27, 1937, and March 6,
1937, nterviews wit P, H. Pinisov, as quoted in Browder
and Kerensky, Documepts, II1, 1534,
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Center was 1ts wilitary section, Mrom July, 1917, *his section
was headed by a2 member of the General Ztaff, Colonel L, P,
Degimei'er., The military section worked out an eletorate plan
for seizing all the strateglc points in the city in case of a
Jolshevik uprising, and holdins them until troops from the
Stavka entered Fetrograd, P, N, Finlsov, vice-przaideut of
the ZAepublican Center, recalled thut the alrm of the group was
not to destyoy the Frovisionsl Sovernment, but to place 1t
under Ceneral Kornilov, who would change 1ts membership, afier
discugsion of ihe final perbership with Kerensky [his italics].
There wag no plot, he malntained, bdut the organizaiion did not
intend Lo retain FKerensiy whom they viewed &3 & prisoner of

the Soviet,?

In uddiilon to these socleties and organizations, there
was a2lso the Military League, vhich had connections with
Colonel Lebedev of the Uenernl Staff, and which supposedly
had over ftwo thousand men In sarmms by the end of August, 10 ang
the Councll of the Union of Coassack Troops, lovally devoted

1) Kormilov,“

noet to mention other {ringe groups who lent
Torce %o the counter-revolutlonary plot at the Stavka, as well
a8 in the couniry generzlly, but he was equally convinced that

General Kornilov had nothing to do with it, The General's

SIbid.,

’Obakamsky, 1 Semodzy of Mﬁ%_n Spvolution. Trans-
lated by Mrs, Vitale Landan, 1922

"ehernov, Great Russian Revolution, 342.
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dissatisfaction with the policies of ithe Provislonal Goveru-
ment, Sevinkov declared, made hinm receptive to the sugpestions
of Iukomsky end other in%tigﬂﬁ&?ﬁ.‘g On Aupust 25, Zebochals
Gogetn [Worker's Gauzette] carrvied an article referring 1o
the "highly suspiclous work carried on systematically by comew
one at Stavks o . o dlrected ageinst the revolution . . , and
agalust the Provisionel Covernment," end mentioned in conw
neetion with <these suspiclious actlivities grand dukes, officers
and menbers of ihe former Slate 3uma.’3

Throughout mosgt of the summer of 1917 these organizations
and individuals engeged in priuting and distributing prope-
gunda leudlets and posters, collecting funds, and leoking for
2 leuder for the growlng eounternrevolutianary sentiment,
Feelers in the dlrectlon of General Alekseev and Admixel
Kolcohak proved fruitlesa. Al ekseev was gyppethetic o the
counter-revolution but declined wo be a director, Holchak
was ordered to the United States a2t the head of 2 naval misgsion
for the Frovisional Gnvwrumant.’“ Kerengky claimed he, ico,

wag approached by the partisans of strong power, who found

'2Blrznevyia Yadomostd, September 12, 1917, Statement of
Javinkov, Browder and Kerensky, Documentg, III, 1554, A4lso,
Rach, September 13, 1919,

13Ravochain &ggx August 25, 1917, a® quoted in Browder
and Kerenoky, lDocumentig, IL1I, 1554,

;Aﬁgranaky, gﬁhggggggggggg, 289-90, 4lso Elens Varneck
and Pigher, Ih Tg§§%§g§z Kolehak znd Other Siberien
Materisls (Staéfmm 1934]), 92%%
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[ - " .
15 General Xoralluv seemed

him uarczceptlive to thelr offers,
to be the logleal choice as the savior of Russia., fereansky
falt that the Goneral becane the central flgure of the councer-
revolutlon early in July., Ouae historlan states that though
Tornilov wag not an outspoken reacuionary, he atiracted the
congervatlves vho "seaitel the hauer of counter-revolution
Iong before “he odject of thelr aitentions had douse S0 Bime
self and [they] flocked %o his 3upport.”?6

no o

ueation of dictatorship in connection with Komilov

fra

was ralsed Tirst &bt the tive of hls appointuent ay conmandere
in-chie’ on the Southwesterw front., Ou July 21, Komnilov's
orderly, Zuvoeiko, spyroached Comnissars Javinkov and Filonenko
snd esked how far they would yo vith Fornilov in resisting a
plen of dlceietorshlip 1o Be put in operatiow by the Grend Duke
Mrolel Mikolelevitoh, Savizkov scd Filonenko lmuediately |
became susplcious thet Kornilev aight be planning to set hime
self up 2x e dictator exnd confronted Xormilov with thelr idea,
Fornilov denled thaet he wes plancing = dictatorship, but said
thet he wae in favor of certain changes in the Provisionsl
Governmment which wouuld make it independent of ihe ﬁaviat.’7
At 92 Counell of Chiefs of Departmentis at the Stavka

enoytly aiierward, an incldent occurred which indicated to

35Ker®nsky, Frelude to Polshevigsm, Introduction, xvii.
’5War€h, Allles and the Russian Rewplution, 119,

75, u, ¥llcox, "Kerensky and Korniloff," Forinightly
Review, CX (July-December, 1918), 334,




Generml ODenikin thet Fomnilov ¢1d not extertaln auy counier~
yevolutionary motives as early as July. Alter the necting
wes over Kornilov asked Jenlkin io stay, and when the others
had gone, he lowered his volice to a whilsper ond sald & certain
"S" nhud come to see him at the front with a scheme to selze
the govemment by & goup Gletal and place the Grand Dute
Jultri on whe sarone zand asked for Kornilev's cooperation.
Tornilov flatly told the wysterious " he would take no part
in any Jomwuov advenitures., e added that he had been olfered
an opportunity o Join the goverument, bub thut he declined
us they were too much entangled with the Joviets wud could not
decide on anything. I nave told them that 1f avthority 1s
given we I shall curry on a declisive struggle. ¥e must lead
Russia to & Congtiivuent sssembly aud then let then do what
they like. I shall stand uslde aud ot luterfere lun uuy way,"
ne told Denikim,'®

dowever, by late iugust deneral Surnilov, increasingly
jupatlent wita Yerensky's policies, was naking moves that
aroused the suspicions of alz close assoclste, Gensral
Lukoasky. On adugust 19, Kornilov ordered General Lukomsky
to concunlrate the Third Cavalry Corps, with the dative
Cavalry Divisiou, in the area about two hundred fifty wmiles
south of Petrograd, These units comprised the reserve of the

Roumanian front, and knowing there was no danger of a German

18penikin, Rugsiap Iurmeil, 306-7.




advymnce 1a Lhe sector 3o whiew they ware deing auved, Sukonsky

guesiioned TGeneral Xorallov as to the purpose of the transier,

g

Theg General darried wlth an exuse which 4id not saitisdy

by P T L oy o o %P SR TH Ly ey ALY . /-
Tatkonsiy, who protestad that "uw Shiof of Ztall can only re-

. 3 RS T 0. ST OOV NS - P (S . LR TR [ PR L - I o oy AT Ly
aaln ot Mia ooush LT e enyss tha Tull cosfldence of RIS

-, . L1 Ty K [ i a7 B e g wy - Sy e i) 0 o
srlel, Tomilov then raplied, "Toa are right., There are

T hwva not yeb spoken to you

P R R B .t E ey
aarhaln constiarailons whloh

shout, T hes wou Lo sive She necsusary orvders for nmoving the

£,

eavalry, ond urgently Yo call ., . Geaeral Hryaov to he

e T | [ g o [ & ? B oy n g o b
11 you eraryihlng in detall on wy reburn

Fragta, T o1l o4

fron Patrograd,

o JUIL S A AR K I T & o U N PO T % T
‘)O.\.ﬁb:iif?i‘s Wi, 1:&:»%:1.3_3*,‘3 ?lfz&@b" t Tornilovw's mlad Ny Lnaa

e, wmt vhether or no! he mean® tuking over the goveranent

B A . y Tahe » . TP gy vl - o & oga LY - -y vyl
ny favce, vy whether he wand Jerenshiy were in full accord and

the measures were oaly o provide proteciion Jor the Jro-
vlstoral Tovernment agrinss the Scoviets, is 8till not clear.
Oy his veiurn from s brip ke Petrogvad on august 24, Yornilov
told Tukoncky he had reguested the removel of trcops o the
vieirity of Petpograd because a Jolshevik uprising was eXe

ptember 10 or 11, Yomrnlileov Telt that elther the

pechted on

o3 o

Provigionel Sovermgert, whose menbers he referred Lo ag

., would fall to “he Bolsheviks, or, if by some miracle

s
T
Lond
)
i
i
—~
~
e

it did not, the Bolsheviws ould go unpunished for thelr upw

risiug, He wished to insure their puniehment and "to deal

V9Lukomsky, Hemoirs, 96. Also Teneral Lukomsky's Account,
as quoted in Browder and Kerensky, Documents, III, 1546,
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with the traltors of Russia as they deserve to be dealt with,"20
He went on to say that he had no intention of going againsgt the
Provisional Government, but hoped to come to an agreement with
them at the last moment, He feared to tell them of his plan
becausge Kerensky and Chernov were sure to spoil it, If he
could not come to an agreement with them, he would deal the
death blow to the Bolgheviks without thelr consent and they
{the Provisional Government) would thank him later for the
opportunity to form e strong government, independent of all
kind of traltors. "I have no personal ambition, I only wish
to save Russia, and will gladly submit to a strong Provisional
Government, purified of all undesirable elements,” General
Kornilov confided in Lukomsky.a1 Of course, thisg does not
indicate any consplracy to overthrow the government on the
General's part, but it does suggest that Kerensky may not
after all have been a part of Kornilov's plans, or at least,
did not understand Juet what those plans were, Kornilov was
intent on glving the Provisional Government what he thought
they needed, whether they wanted it or not,

Whatever Kornilov had in mind himself, it was clear by
the end of August that he had been chosen by the conservative
and reactionary elements in Russia to be thelr leader, Kereusky

acoused the members of these groups of waging an intensive press

gebukamsky, Mezmoirg, 99. Also General ILukomsky's Account,
a8 quoted in Browder and Kerensky, Docugmentg, III, 1448,

211pi4., to1,




campaign against the government which deliberately exaggerated
the difficulties at the front and the condition of the army,
demanded too stringent measures for the restoration of disciw
pline, viliflied the democratic organizationg of the zrmy - the
commissars and the commlttees -~ and relentlessly put forth the
idea that Kormllov was the only possible savior of Rugsia, 22
These things were happening, but hardly on an orgenized basis,
ag Kerensky claimed,

To add to the problems of the Provisional Government, a
number of meetings of the various organized groups in Russia
" Were held 1o prepare for a coming national political conference,
These meetings indicated the division of sentiments that would
soon become evident, Some of these conferences were prompted
by rumors that General Koynilov was about to be removed as
Supreme Commander. On August 19, the Yoscow millionaire,
Ryabushinsky, presiding at a conference of industrialists in
Moscow, branded the Soviets as "a gang of thié¢ves, led by

Jews,"

and pointed out the need for a strong man to remedy
the situation,2? Also on August 19, the Council of the
Cossack Troops' League decided to inform the Provisional
Government and to publish in the newspaper the resolution
that General XKornilov could not be removed from command, 28

he was the only general capable of regenerating the army's

“2Kerensky, Ihe Catastrophe, 296.
23Pnilips Price, ¥ ggm;gg,m,gm of the Rugslan Revo-
lution (London, 19é17§ 9.
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fighting force and extricating the country from 1is serious
situation, They declared that the League would not be re-
sponsible for the behavior of the Cossack army at the froni
or rear 1f General Komilov wWas ﬂischarged.ga

On August 20, the Central Committee of the League of
Army and Navy Officers telegraphed the Minister of War and
almost all the commanders of the army their resolution to
asslst the General in all his lawful demands "to the last
drop of our blood" and to protest the possibility of intere
ference by any persons or institutions in his aets sanciioned
by the government, On the same day, the Union of Enlights of
Saint George passed a resolution declaring that if the Pro-
viglonal Government dismissed General Kornllov, the Unlon
would tske joint action with the Cossacks agalinsi the governw
ment, Similar resolutions were carried out by the Militery
League and other urganizatiana.as Troteky was quite correct
when he called such organizations the militery levers of
ceuntar~revclution.26

A few days later, on August 22, & private meeting of
the moderate parties wasg convened in Moscow under the chalre-
manshlp of the past president of the Duma, Rodzianko., This

Conference of Public Workers wag attended by over two hundred

24kerensky, Erelude to
Kerensky, Documents, II,

25Kereusky, Erelude to Holsheviem, 91.
b1rotsky, Hlstory of the Bussisn Revolution, II, 5.

Also. Browder and
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public men, soldiers, snd civilians, who heard speeches by
Generals Alekseev, Xaledin, and Bruailov;27 The Conference
seni the following telegram to Kornilov: "The Conference

of Public Workers, welcoaing you, the Chlef Leader of the
Russian aruny, declare that they consider all attempts to
prejudice your authority ln the ammy and in Russia to be
eriminal zad joln their volces to the volces of officers,
Knights of Saint George and Cossacks, In the terrible hour
of heavy trial, all thoughtful HRussia looks to you wlth hope
and faith."2® Regardless of Xornilov's own intentiouns,
¢learly he had captured the luagination of those who wanted
to arrest the revolubtion and remove the Soviets from nower,
These proofs of strong support reinforced Kornilov's deter=
mination to do somethling to establish strong government in
Russla. What Kornilov did not reallze was that most of
those supporting him had no real popular backiang themselves,
In addition, the counter~revolutionary had no direction or
organization, It was composed of\many individuals and groups,
each engaged in much activity, but each out of touch with
the other, Even at the moment of Kornilov's move against
the government, there was little cooperzation between the
various groups, The atmosphere was also chargad by the emo-

tional oratory for which every Russian seems to pogses S &

277imes (Iondon), Auguet 25, 1917,
2BKerensky, Prelude to Bolshevism, 91-2.




rertioular gift, making ‘the movement seem puch stronger and
more intenge than it sectually was, There wes nuch counters
revoluilionary sentiment in Pussia, perticularly in Petrograd,
but it is doubtful that even & well-organlzed counter-
revolutionary movement could have marshalled enough support
among the nasses to be successful, The conservatives simply
did not offer the Russian people what they wanted « peace,

bread, snd land.




CHAPTER ¥
TwO IMPORTANT VISITS

Yhile the countererevolutionzary sentiment was finding
nev impetus throughout the country, the relations hetween
Frime Minister Kerensky and General Fornilov were becoming
increasingly strained., The Jenerel proceeded to work out a
program of reforms for the srmed forces, based on the Xornilov
Programme ms he had presented 1t to the Yogllev meeting on
July 16, He was visited at Headquarters by Savinkov, now
Deputy ¥ar Minicter, and by Tereschenko, Hinister of Porelgrn
Affalrz, and on August 10, the liberal newspaper Hech re-
ported: "An agreement seems to have been resched, mnd the
conditione 1laid down by Fornilov for taking command aaw@pted.”’
Kerensky =znewered through an offlicial press relesse, " The
copmunications of some newspapers that the conditions laigd
down by Ceneral Fornilov have been accepted by the Provisional
Government do not conform to reality, but at any rate an
understanding between the Provisional Government and Cenersl

Xornilov has been resched,"?

- ‘gggn, hugust 10, 1917, as gquoted in Golder, Documents,
S

211 11 ukov ;%gm%@ 7071, as ai
M1 - guoted in Strakhovsky
"Wap There A Kornilov maiallian:“ 280, !
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On Augmist 16 Zeneral Forrnilov made the first of 4wo
tnportant vieits to the Provisional Covernment ir Petrograd,
Ue was to deliver a secret report on *he military situation
before the Provisional Covernmen, The Oenersl proposed to
submlt his olans for refom 2t the same time and to press
for thely acceptance, FKerensky believed that the General's
plans would be unaccepteble to the Soviet, hence to the
goclalict ministers on the cabinet, and succeeded in post-
poning the presentation of the Cenersl's reforms at least
for the time beling. He argued that he could not possibly
present them for cabinet approval bvefore he had studied then
himself, and finally got ¥orollov 4o agree to 1limit his ree-
port to the general military situation.3

As the General began to paint his gloomy picture of the
instability of the ammy and the possibility of an enemy
offensive on the Rige front, Savinkov handed a note to
Kerensky which read, "Does the Prime Minister feel sure that
the communication by General Xornilov of the secrets of our
government and 1ts A11les will not become known through
'comrades’ to our enemies®" In some reports, Kerensky read
the note and handed it on to Kormilov, who cut his talk

4

short,”™ In his own explanation of the Womilov Affalr,

Kerensky wrote that he tore the note up and threw it &way,E

Kerensky, Prelude to Solshevisn, 3S.
% scher, "The Kornilov Rebellion," Rusgisn Review, 239.

“Kereusky, Zreluds o Bolshevism, 35.
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However, in hieg testimony at the government investigation
fullow&ng the affair, Kornilov states, “"When I broached the
eubjeut of =2 possible offensive . . . the prime minister, who
pat next 4o me, bent over and whispered thet I ghould be
careful about what I was gaying., This waming was provoked
by = note handed to Kerensky by Savinkov and Tereschenko . . ."
The General was stunned and deeply disturbed thet the Supreme
Commander could not spesk freely in the Couneil of Ministers
of the Hussian State. "At the end of the meeting it became
clear to me from certaln remarxrks znade by Savinkov that the
warning had in view Chernov, the Minister of Agriculture,”
Kornilov testifiea,® He emphasized that he found 1t imposaible
to have falth in 2 government whose members might be suspected
of treason,

Before leaving the capitol in the early hours of August
17, Xornilov and Xerensky had a privete interview, The exact
record of this interview is unknown, but there are varying
reporte of what occurred, Kormilov s2id that Kerensky put
the following question to him: Should Kerensky, in the
apinlon of the General, remalin a2t the head of the goveyrnment?
In the account of the conversation glven in Kerensky's Prelude
Lo Bolsheyian, Kerensky assured ¥ornilov that the existing

coalltion government was the only possible combination of

6@ L4 o 14
Miliukov #%&ﬁ&ii& 166, as quoted in Strakhovsky, "Was
There » Xornilov ebellion,” 380, ’




foraees and that any other coarse would be fatal., "I and the
othar aanbers of the government 4id all we could to restrain
Tornlloy from pulitics, which were not within the muge of

nis intellees,”

sald Tarensicy. "What are you aiming at? You
will simply find yoursell choked in an airless space; the
rallways will stop, the Helagrapn will not work," he saild %o
Xornilov.? In Tue Cataptrophe, Kerensky glves a slightly
difrersent version of the interview;"In a tetees-tete in ny
office . , . I repesied to him what in May I said at the
front . ., . that If anyone would try to esteblish a personal
dictatorshin e would find hinself the next dangling in
space without railroads ., ., . telezraphs, without an army,"”
To which Kornilov, according to Kerensky, replied, "Well,
what of 1t , . . Many wlll perish, but the rest will finally
take the aimy inio thelr nands, "0

5t111 another account of the meeting says that Kerenusky
"aildly rebuked Kornilov for the imperious and ultimative
tone of his dispetches to the gmvernmant.“ Then he agked the
General +his question: "Did he think it desirable that
Kerensky remala at the head of the government?” Without
hesitation, Xornllov reportedly ansvered that while the mili-
tary setback had caused Xereasky to lose some popularity and

influence, he could not imagine anyone else in his place,

TRerensky, Prelpde to Iolsheylsm, 64=5,
®Kerensky, Ine Catastrophe, 309.
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since he was the acknovwledpged leader of the democratic partiea.g
Before leaving Petrograd, Xommilov gave an interview to

the press, On August 17, the liberal newspaper Rech carried

the following article: "General Kornllov proposed certain

measures for the imporvement of conditions in the army. He

is convinced, and feelg that the Provisional Government 1s of

the same wind, that without these measures, the enaciment of

Wwhich he expects In the next few da?s, 1t is impossible bo

restore the fighting abllity of the army."'? Izvestils, the

organ of the Soviet, zave thlis version of the interview: "The

demands of General Xornilov, in the form of sn ultimetum, sSupe

ported by the possibiliity of a new attack by the enemy, put

the Provisional Government in a very d4ifficult position, and
the future alone knows how it will act. This, however, may
be sald at present; the sympathies of the democracy are not
on the side of General Kornilov."!'! Sti1l another paper re-
ported, "Thenks to the declsive measures of the goveranment,
the condltion of the army is satisfactory . . . but this does
not mean that everything has been done ~ there is still much

to do."

12

In the usual manner of the press, all sides were

93. W, BMenstock, "La revolution russe; Kornilov,"
§£x£u§ﬁ de Prapece, CXXV (1918), 20«21, as quoted in Ascher,
The Kornilov Affair," 240,
‘ORQQQ, August 4, 1917, as quoted in Golder, Documenis, 516.

}*szgsggjg, August 4, 1917, as quoted in Golder, ]
506,

'2 Yedomosti, August 4, 1917, as quoted in Browder
and Kereneky, Docupents, II, 1021-22,
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able 1o rezd whatever they wished into the Ceneral's words,
lndeed, the Ceneral himeell was optimistic 1f he seriously
expected his mew.sures to be epacted by the Provisional Cov-
ernmert in the next few days, |

During those next few days - a veek to be exact - thet
pussed until Xornilov's uext visit %o the capltal, Ferensky
stubboruly refused sll ﬁavinkow”s er.treaties to read the pro=-
posed reforms, even afler they had been revised by Savinkov
and ¥Yilonenko. The substance of the document now read as
follows: 1) the establishment of revolutionary court mertials
at the rear, 2) the restoration of disclplinary powers to com-
manding officers, 3) the militarizetion of the rallroads and
4} the militerizasion of delense eaterpriaeﬁ.’B Terensky
knew, of course, that his support of these measures would cost
him the support of the Soviet, and besides, hls growlng
irrliation with XKorullov made him consiler the General's dise
nissal.

¥ipally, on August 21, Kerensky informed Savinkov he
would not sign the neasures under any clroumstances, Exase
perated with Kereusky's stubborness, 3Savinkov declared that
it was his oplanion that "if the “inister of War Xerensky

did nov want to slgn thz report, the Seneralissimo would do
14

it}

sp, and sent in hls reslgnation. Kereusky refused -to

13gerensky, Frelude %o Bolsheviss, 35.

Vagayinkov, "L'Affaire Korniloff," as quoted in Ascher,
"The Kornilov Affair,” Rugsian Review, 240,




accept Savinkov's resignation, however, and Savinkov continued
his efforts on the General's behalf,

Savinkov learned that Kornilov dld not plan to come to
the capitol for another effort to get his measures enacied bew
cause he feared his 1ife was in danger in Petrograd. Savinkov
wired Kornilov, "Your presence here tomorrow is absolutely
eggentialy wilthout your help I shell not be able to defend
what both you and I consider right."” Pilonenko, who was at
the wire with Savinkov, added that they planned to give general
battle %o get the government to accept the program,’5 Accorde=
ingly, on August 23, Kornilov arrived at the Winter Palace to
rlead for the adoption of the report. He was unexpected and
certainly unwelcomed by Kerensky, who resented Savinkov's
sctions and who had also dispatched s telegram to Kornilov
stating, "The Provisional Government did not call for you, nor
dit 1t insist on your arrival and therefore does not assume
any responeibllity ir this matter, in view of the existing
strategic conditione.”'® The telegram did not reach Kornilov
in time to stop his visit,

Kornilov was accompanied to Petrograd by a2 squadron of
the Tekinsky Cevalry Regiment srmed with machine guns, His
Chief of Staff, General Lukomsky, explained this imposing

'Susituxov, Istortis ., 1G5-107, as quoted in Strakhovsky,
"Was There = Kornilov Rebellion," 382.

15Mil*1uk,ov, Istorlia, 107, as quoted in Strakhovsky,
"Was There a Kornilov Rebellion," 382, Also Kerensky, Pree

Lude %o Bolshevism, 34.
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body guard as necessary because General Kornilov expected to

be dismissed when he saw Kerensky and wanted the troops "to
come to his help 4in case of neceﬁsity."17 Once in the capitol,
he was received by Savinkov and they went immediately to see
the Prime Minister. During Kornilov's conversation with
Kerensky, the machine gun squadron stood guard at the doors

of the Winter Palace, KXerensky considered this sn unforglivable
affront on Kornilov's part.18 It is difficult to say exactly
what happened at this meeting, because Kerensky prevented the
report from being resd to a full gathering of the cabinet.
1zyestilis reported that "military questions were discuesed,
bearing on proposals made by General Xornilov in his report,
which he, with B, V. Savinkov, submitted to the Provisional
Govarnment."19 One historian, however, says the report was
read and discussed by Kornilov at a private neeting at which
only Kerensky, Nekrasov, and Tereschenko were present, at
which the latter two argued against the proposals while
Kerensky sat by silently.go Kerensky's explanation corrobo=

21

rates this report, In fact, the measures were not presented

1?Luk°m8ky: Memolrs, 97.
"8 erensky, Erelude 1o JBolshevism, 66.

1
Kerenz%&x£%§l&%62§uguﬁt 11, 1917, as quoted in Browder and
k y ] ] .

e Qoﬁiliukav, Igtorila, 108-109, as quoted in Strakhovsky,
Was There & Kornilov Rebellion," 3

?Tkerensky, Irelude to Bolghevism, 68.
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to the Provisional Government as 2 whole at any time, One
member of the cabinet, the State-lomptroller Kokoshkin, handed
in his resignation in an attempt to pet Kornilov's progranm
adopted, fnally, Kerensky, in an effort to appease the Kadet
members of the government, informed the ministers of the con-
tents of the repori, but only in its first version and revealing
only the parts dealing direectly with military affalrs., The
government decided %o accept Kornilov's program in principle
from thls rather sketchy reprrt of its contents,22

S50 the government went through August without any clear-
cut prozram of reform for the army, but with only another
series of worn-out platitudes and high-flown phrases with which
they would attempt %to satisfy the impatient people, General
Kornilov had tried wvainly to present hlis proposals to the Proe
visionzl Government, while Kerensky had persistently avoided
that very thing., Undoubtedly, Xerensky fel: he could not
pregent such a program with approval and stlill retaln the
support of the Soviet, The Soviet was not likely to give up
1ts domination in the field of military diseipline, and the
provisions dealing with the nationalization of the raillroads
and defeunse industries would be partlioularly displeasing,
Kerensky's necessity to rely on the support of the Soviet to

retain his government forced him into 2 situation of

EaKeyengky, Prelude to Bolshevism, 74~5., 4lso Filiukov
dstoriva, 109-11, a8 quoted by Strakﬁhvﬁkv, "Wa s Thera a ,
Kornilov febellion," 384, - .
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procrestinationr that only served to verify the fears of the
congervativeg, The governmenl seemsad paralyzed and confused,
while XKerensky tried frantically to consolidate hie faliering
power, Generzl Kornilov appeared more and more to it the

role of the national hero for vwhom the wvolces of the Right

vwere oalliug,




CHAPTER VI
THRE FMCRCOW STATE CONFEREMCE

Early in July Kerensky had called for a meeting of the
representatives of all the orgenized foreces in the country
to gather in Hoscow on August 265, ! Kerensky claimed the pure-
pose of the meeting was to demonstirate the unity of the country
behbind the government ~ "to feel the pulse of the country,"®
Cther opinions were not so optimistiec, DTenin called 4%t 2

11

"eoronation of the counter-revolutionary government,” and of

secondary significance at best, > Many felt it was =2n attenpt

on the vart of the Provisionsl Government to give the p ublio

a subgtitute for the long-awalted Constituent Aaﬁﬁmbly.
Ohernov sald the Conference was called to restore

Kerengky's rapldly dwindling pmpularity,5 and Sukhanov sajid

the real purpose of the Conference was to compel the Soviets

to efface themsslves once and for 211 before the overvhelming

3. ?axrovq%ii and Yo, A Takovlievy (eds,)}, 1917 god
“Qiﬂﬁﬁﬁhﬁakﬁg 3301, as quo sed in Browder and {erangky,

Doguments, 111, 1450,
2Kerensky, The Catastrovhe, 282,
3Lenin, ¥Works, ¥X, I, 74,

Ytenin, Horks, XX, I, 207-88 Hote 37.
-Chermov, Great Russian Revolution, 355.
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majority of the rast of the populace , . . "and, perhups at
the game tinme to suforoe sllencs on the handful of upstarts
on the Rizht, who were shoutling adout General Tlst as the
sole vecourse, Lt waz 211 Dlzarrely sSrivial wnd ﬂaiva.“ﬁ

The Coafarence was atitended by nearly 2,500 delegates
revprasenting most of the organized groups of Russia, Do
cause of the numeriecal apportlionment of the delegates, which
discrininated agalnst the magses, the Dolshevike declared the
Conference = counter~revolutionary group and refused to
participate, At first the wnembers wished to make 2 declaration
in the nams of the party and ther walk out of the conference,
but the presidlum refused ito allow thlﬁ.?

On the morning of August 25 the atmosphere in Moscow
wag charged with tensglon, Despite the appeals of the Soviet
of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies, the Moscow proletariat
staeged o one~day sirike that closed mogt of the resiaurante,
stopped tram service, and cut off utilitia&.a Thus, 2 cone-
ference designed ito show the unity of the countiry and the
gtrength of the Provisional Government opened under more or
less enharvassin; clrounstances, Aleming ruwmnrs flew about

the eity, vredicting & goup d'letat against the ”averam&mt.g

6suxnanov, Rusglan Revelutiom, TI, 495,
Trrotsky, History of ihe Russian Revolution, II, 147.

3ggygﬁgija, August 13, 1917, as quoted in Browder and

Karenﬁky, Documents, III, 14567, Also Trotsky, History,
11, 143,

nigiscences, 70, Also Kerensky, Prelude to
Trotsky, 151,




Charnow fnaslets that 2 2suz actuelly wan 2lavned 4y Eomilov's
sanpaTiars, ‘mb the Sroopn wara halled hefore they could veach
agoeow,'?  Tenin ales wrate, "0 August 27 & rwour wag @Qrw&ﬁ
in Mosgeaw Lo the eflanl Yot osgmes Teomod undito wars moviag

a4

foysem ped aaow Proawm the Sront and That at the aone Sine 'certalin
AL ey srouna, snjeyisg tha smmipathy of certaln olralen of
swalety in “nseow,’ wace orgenlizing ‘desicive countere
rovolutlionary ao otions, '

farly tn the day o Ausmgt 25 eroriousg erowds hesan to
gather 4% the 9Plehns? Theater, the sgoene of the Jorferenns,
the Alotrict sround the thaster was Moaked off by & triple
aardon 97 seldlers snd andets,  Tha 21131444 had boen onlled
in to wmaintain epder, Wt there ware »o M aturhanocaes, Tha
arowd reralnaed relatively qules, aven hootlile, as the dolee
satag arrived, Only 2 veary fav were ~reeted smthusingtioanlly,
By 3:00 ».n, *he thenire was f11led o capaelty, “he Aslow
zates vara seated from right o Yaft 1In the sudd torium
agesrding to thelr politlenl offilintion, On the right the
genta ware £11led with nagt represeniatives of the Tune and
the aidla clase nartles,  On the Tafl vare the foviast 40l
oacds, he woerkiong men and the moldiera, In fthe senter mat
the mensery o2 the tooperatives and the Tree nrofessiounl

apgoCivLiong, Whille the voxes and baloonies ware taken by the

3 %j?f”"& ey e, o ke U
Threnoy, Sreatl .
Moenis, HZapes, X9, I,
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Broups oL 3malllnationalities anG vhe officers' ﬁaw&aiuti&mﬁ.!g
Precisely in the center of the stage sat Xerensky, synbolizing
hls noa=puritisan aviltude, and around him sat the ministers
of the Provisional woverumeni, “he inperial buxes were re~
gerved {or the diplomaiic revresentatives of the Allied and
neutral powers, The stage was set for one of the most ludie-
crous dramas btnis velerable theatre had ever sneen,

Kereusky delivered the opening speech of the Conference,
a aazzling twWo=hour oratory which reproasached both the Left
and the HRight and appealed for unity.fj He wams interrupted
from time L0 time by apvlause and cheering., WwWhen he aspoke of
the Pove's pewce proposal, he declared Russia's loyaliy to
her allies, and the audience stood and feced the boxes where
the representstives of {he Allied powers were seated and apw
plaunded loudly. Wﬁen the delegates applauded his mention of
restorinz the death penalty he interrupted them sharply,
crying, "Who dares applaud when it 18 a question of capital
punishrent? Don't you kmow that a2t that moment, at that hour,

::;H* ‘;’1!*
*

z parlt 0L our Muasn hewrt was xilled Desplte the dremsetic

*QPrice, Bemlinlsgenges, 7O0~1, Price gives the following
breukiowin of the seats apportioned at the Conference: 30%
Soviets; 5% professional alliances {trade unions): 10% coe~
operatives; 10% free professionals; 15% Dumas; 15% middle
clags partles; 2070 alllance of c¢iltles and zemstvos, Lenin,

‘ the Selzure of Fower, 287, zives 2 more thorough
breakdowu, but loargely corroborates Prices' flgures,

“Go R
and Keren

aule, 1-16, as quoted in Browder

gy qT
gky, AET =62,

14Ipid.
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delivery, the speech was disappolnting to most of the delegates,
Kerensky's secretary, Pitrim Sorokin, declared the Prime
Minister was "a Hamlet wavering to and fro,"'5 while his one-
time friend, Zinaida Gippius bitterly wrote in her diary,
"He 15 1ike 2 railway carriage that has left the rails, He
sways, vacillates painfully , . 16

The most arresting event of the three day conference was
the arrival of the Supreme Commander, General Kornilov.
Kornilov arrived in Moscow on the 26th, the second day of
the Conference, and his reception wasg oﬁe which Kerensky might
have dreamed up for himself, As the General's train pulled
into the station a group of Tekinsky body guards, dressed in
bright red coats and wearing long, naked swords, leapt from
the traln and formed a cordon to protect the General.!'7T He
was greeted by a crowd of jubllant admirers who cheered and
pelted him with flowers while wealthy, middle~clagss women
fell on thelr knees before him and begged him to kiss their
hands. 4 guard of honor, eomﬁosed of officers from the

Alexander Milltary School, stood at attention outside the

station, and the streets were lined with crowds anxious to

maaisi’ﬁtrim Sorokin, Leayves From & Russisn Diary (New York,

S24na14a Gippius ng.w knlga, Fetersburgskiv dnevnik
wglﬂrﬁgﬂﬁ (Belgrade, {929 1 2, a8 &uated in Strakhovsky, '
re A Kornilov Rebellimn, 384,

"Ttroteky, Kistory of uselan Revolution, II, 150,
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get a glimpse of the natlonal her@.’a The Kadet, Hadlchev,
gr&@teé him with & short address which ended, "Save Ruseia,

and a grateful people will reward ycu,"‘g As Kornilov's party
moved ﬁhrvugh the streets of Moscow a pamphlet enfitle&,
"Kornilov, the National Hero," wag distributed among the
people, Kerensky later declared that the paméhlat had been
printed at the expense of the British military mlssion and

had “been brought to Moscow in General Knox's reilway carriage,20
Kornilov's own conduct was har&ly designed to lull the sus~
picions which were building up in Kerenékyiﬂ mind about him,

He proceeded first to pray at the shrine of the Iberian virgin,
customary visiting place of the Tsars, The brief pause was
‘not without its dramatic effect, The British ambassador

noted with saﬁa/alarm, "Our chief safeguard lies in the fact
thet neither can go on without the other,"2!

That evening, Kornilov was visited by the Minlster of
Commerce, $urenov, who urged the General to confine his speech
before the Conference to a general discussion of the condlition
of the ammy and avold any mention of a difference of opinion
bétween the High Command and the government, Komllov refused

deciaring that nothing could prevent him from speaking his

‘az;ggg‘ (London), August 29, 1917,
"Orrotsky, Historv of Russian Revolu
20gerensky, The Catagtrovhe, 315.

21 Byohanan, Mission Lo Rusela, II, 172.
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mind, Xerensky had asked Kornllov eariier, on his August 23
vislt to Fetrograd, to restrict his speech to purely military
patters - the state of the army and the sirategic situation -
and epoke to the General asgaln &t Yoscow urging him not to
infringe on diseipline, but Korailov remained ad&m&nt,gﬁ

When General Kornllov entered the BSolshol Theatre on the
morning of August 26, he was greeted with asnother triumphal
rgception, He took hia place in 2 box with Generals Alekseev
and ¥aledin at 11350 a.m. anid & tumultous ovation from the
right slde of the auditorium, while the left side sat quietly
wi thout ayplauding.23 A few minutes later Kerensky and his
ministers appeared on the stage, The left side of the theatre
now rose and applauded XKerensky for more than five minutes
while the right remained motionless, The representatives of

the officers and generals also refrained from mcknowledging

anarﬁnﬁky. Erelude to Bolshevism, 81-83, EKerensky cited
Fllonenko's evidence at the investigation in which Filonenko
offered to assist Kornilov in writing his speech, He claimed
bhe speéech was dlotated by him to Zavolko, and wae read by
Kornllov Just as dictated, Xerensky added that Pilonenko wss
apparently cognizant of the instructione to Kornilov about
thg content of the apeech and avoided all the controversial
B»o nts,

23 x

aidlla, August 28, 1917, as qua%ed in &olﬂar,
2 LA7 B . “'950 in A & tan Hey 44 0
:»bdrt wrrth stated thet | rnilov W&ﬂ unnatiead when
he firat entered the hall so he went out a&nd ontentatiously
returned to his bex to be greeted this time with an ovation.
Strekhoveky, in “Was There a Kornilov Rebelllon," 385, accuses
¥arth of being both innacourate snd biased and guoteg Miliukov
as hig eource,
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the governaent and Kerensgky. VWhen the General rose %o speak,
he wag agaln heartily applauded by the Right and twice
Kerensky was obliged to call for quiet so General Kornllov
could bhe h@ard.a&
in a blunt, soldlerly manner, Xomilov zddressed the
Conference, He told the delegates he was no longer sure
the Ruselan arey would perform 1ts duty to the country., He
pairted an unhappy pleture of the disgraceful coundition of
the army, of the breakdown in discipline, the lack of sup~
plies, and the wholesale desertions. "The enemy is already
knocking at the gates of Riga, and if the instability of
our armies prevents us from holding our lines along the coast
of the Gulf of Riga, then the road to Petrograd will be open,"
he warned, Then the General outlined the measures which he
had proposed in his report to the Provisional Government and
which he wag convinced were the only measures that could save
the arny, and hence, the country, The army's predicament, he
went on, was the result of a series of leglislative measures
passed by people whose understanding end spirit were slien
to the army., Kornllov declared that the Provisional Governw

ment must Immediately adopt his report in order to save the

24l§E§§E;;§ August 28, 1917, as quoted in Golder
Docupents, 495. ' ’ '
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country,2> YI believe in the genius of the Russian people, I
bellieve in the reagon of the Zusslan people, and I belleve

",

in the salvation of the country, the General concluded,
"o, e . but I deglare that there is no time to lose, that
not a single minute must be lost, HAesolution is necessary
and the fir, steadlast execulion of the measures cutliu&d."eﬁ
The delesates on the Right greeted the General's speech with
warm applause, while from the Left came criee of "Down with
the Counter-revolution,"el

Those who Were disappointed in the vesirained tone of the
Supreme Commander's speech were heartened by the Tflery tlrade
of Genercl Ealedin which followed. He spoke for the iwelve
Cossack forces and demanded that the army be kept out of
politics, all Soviets and comnlitees be abolished, the Dec-
laration of Soldiers' Rights must be revised to include thelr
duties zg well a8 rights, and diseipline in the amy, both at

the front and the rear, must be restored. It 1s doubtful if

251me report he referred to, of course, was the one pre-
pared for hlm by Savinkov and Fllonenko, which Ker&n&kg re-
fused to sign or to present to the government, It included

as 1ts principal measures the restoration of discipline and
suthority, the improvement in the prestige and material con-
dition of the officers, the restrictlion of the activities of
the committees to economic and internal 1ife of the ary, and
the adoption at the rear of the disciplinary measures already
in effect at the front,

je, 60«66, as quoted in
, 1474-78, Also, Golder,




many of the delegates actually heard Kaledin, for his every
gentence was punctuated with shoute of "Right!" and "Sravol"
from the Righv end with whistles and nolse from the Lert, 4t
one polut a voice frum *the Left cried "This is counter-
revolusion! 20

Uhkheldze, the chairmen ol the Petrograd Soviet, made a
lengthy speech defending the Scviets and the Provisional Gove
ernrent and ealling for & united effort of all democr&tic
elemens. In vhese days when the enemy invasion 1s jeopare
dizing the very exlgtence of the revelutionary Siate, the
democracy demands that all citizens and the government exert
every resource for organizing the defense of the country
against militery devastation,” he argued.zg

After that the Confereunce lapsed into a series of endless
speeches by the imporiant and the unimportant, by the defenders
of revolutionary democracy and by those who wanted {o turn
vag¢k the tode of revolution, by the paritlisans, the army, the
navy, the trade unions, the nationalities, including the
Jews and the Moslems, Toward the end of the Conference an
incident occurred which showed the deep split even among the
apparently loysl groups, the Cossacks, Hagalev, a young

Cossack officer, rose and declared that he was speaking for

28gogudarstvennce Seveshohenie, 73-76, as quoted in
Drowder and Kerensky, Documents, 111, 147880, Also, Iipss
(London), August 29, 1917,

@91pia., 1480-38, Also Times (London), August 29, 1917,
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the Opssack Workers' Section of the Sovied, and began o
vitriolic =ttack on Ceners) %eledin., "I tell you, General

]

Yuledin,” ne shouted, "do nol dare to speak in the neme of

the viorking Gossachs and hyroops of the rank and file!" Shouts

+

»

0f "Pruitor!” "Arrest hin!" came from the box where the
Caveliers of .., Georse were seated, The Left came %o Nagaiev's
defense by velllng and shalking thelr flets at the officers and
the generals, 30

&% the end of a sneech hy the industrialist Bublikovw,
Sublikov and Tgeretelli shook hands in the center of the stage,
symbolizing tune uwnity of %he nation, "the armistice between
capital and labdbor in the name of the straggle for Russia, >
Only the wmosgt uniunitlated delepgate could have accepted such a
gaegture on face value, The rest of the Conference was largely
an exchange of accusaltions and reorininations,

¥erensky brought the Conference to a clome with a speech
that bordersd on incoherency and hysteria and lent support
to the susplelon of some observers that Xerensky himself was
eager to hecome a dictator, Sir George Buchanan wrote,
"Terensky, whose head has besen somewhat turned of late and
who has heea nicknamed 'the 1itile Wapoleon,' did his best
t0 act up 4o his new role by posing 1n several of ¥Yapoleon's

favorite attitudes , , ."22 Chernov charged the Prinme

1;6¢?7. Also Trotsky, History

3'Kerensky, Ihe Catestyophe, 2u4.
32Buchanan, Migsion to Rugsia, II, 172.
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Tinlster with sesunlng lhe sttitude of a super-arbliter, an

a aystieal Statenood opposad to the reallities
33

avehpriest of
2f class, natlonal and party hostilitles.
Thus ended the Mluseo of the Moscow State Conference,
Instead of unlilag the nation behind the Provislonal Governw
ment the Conference hal actually defined the line of demare
gatlon b@ﬁwéen the two sroups, HJelther side wonji actually
both Ioagh, for now each sids was face to face with a formidable
and guépiaiouﬂ opponent - at least, formidable 1n the relative
terms of each side's streagih., The Conference had done nothing
to draw the organized groups of the country togeiher, and had
done muech to force the Iringe groups snd niddle-of-the-roaders
into opposing canps. The Russian newspapers nearly all agreed
that the Oonference had fallern far short of its objective. On
August 30, Regh, the organ of the Cadets, wrote "By coutriw
butiang %o the destruction of the present, the Hoscow Conference
has undoubtedly helped to shape the uear future ., . . The
ifogecow Conference has shifted the line of demarcaiion between

the representatives of the population into two camps," %4

=

Suggklilio Vedggostl, o dally newspaper of liberal per-

suasion, praised Gensral Komilov's speech, but admitted that

there wag no outburst of feeling that could rally everyone

’f’f, TANARY .- (31 » 355.

33Chernov, Great Russian

34§££g, August 17, 1917, as quoted in Browder and Kereansky,
Doguments, II, 1517,
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around the task of saving the matharland.35 The Socialist
Revolutionary newspaper, Delo Narpda, alone stated that the
Government emerged from the Conference stronger than 1t had
been befare“36 After half a year of revolution, the greatest

tests of strength still awaited the faltering Provisional

Government.,

>SRusskile ¥ Au
gust 17, 1917, as quoted in
Browder and Kerensky, Qgégmgngg, II: 1516:

jggglg » August 17, 1917, as quoted in Browder
and Kerensky, . 1I, 1519,




CHAPTER VII
THE MOUNTING ORISIS

The Moscow state Conference had only confirmed the
belief that Kerensky could never restore strong government
in Russia. Leaders of the Right lost no time in urging
lend owners and financial men to support the cause of
General Kornilove Before the General returned to the
Stavka from Moscow he had several meetings that had im-
portant bearing on the events to come.

On August 26, Kornilov met with Miliukov and told him
that he did not want to miss this oppertunity for an open
conflict with Kerensky's government, that he had even de~
cided on the date. HMiliukov was convinced that Kornilov
did not consider himself a consplirator. He wanted to re-
place the government, but the change could take place in
a peaceful way, with the consent of the government and even
Kerensky himself, Miliukov warned Kornilov that a fight
with Kerensky would be untimely.l

Another interview, far more important, was held with
A. F., Aladin, a mysterious man who played an important role
in the Kernilov affair. Aladin had been a leader of the
labor group in the First Duma im 1905, but had fled to

;Miliukav, Istoriva, I, vypusk 2, 173-74, &8s quoted
in Browder and Kerensky, Documents, III, 154L3.
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Englend upon dissolution of the Duma, where he worked at
various times as a printer's devil, a dock laborer, and &
language lnstructor, ¥erensky accused him of being the enw
voy of the British War Minister, Lord Milner, and of having
second place in the entourage of General Karnilov.g Accordw
ing to ¥erensky, 4ladin brought Kornilov & letter from Lord
¥Milner, expressing his approval of a military dictatorship
in Russia and giving nié blessing to the entarprise.3 Bew
gauge of his connectlions in Britain his presence at General
Headquarters during the height of the crisis gave rise to the
charge that the British Government wasz involved in some way
in the Xornllov movement. The meeting between Aladin and
Kornilov was far from secret, however. The London Times
reported, "Alaydin had a long conference with Kornilov bew
for his departure for the front. He presented a long report

to him about the situation in England and France."4

’Kerensky, The Oatastrophe, 315,

3
Richard H, Ullman 1917-1920
‘ %% Inoaton, 19%31‘3?&%%1& Neither

interventlon and
this 1e§te§ nog ggy hing of 1% ogg be found in Lord Milner's
papars n Few College, Oxford. ernov, Greati E%gglgn

0 lon, 354, wroté that Aladin was érobahly inanced by
the British government and said that both Aladin and Zavoiko

were closely related to Knox. In his ggg%gxx of Bussianp

E%x%;nx%ga, I1, 145, Trotsky gave the following dﬁ%ﬁfiptiun
ladin:? ﬁa never removed an English pipe from his mouth

and thergfara congldered himself 2 specialist upon internationsal

affairs. He wag Kornilov's right hand man while his left

wag covered by Savinkov and Filonenko.

“pimes (London), August 29, 1917,
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Regardless of whether Aladin was actually employed by
the British government in sny capaclty or not, the gympathies
of the British were at least unofficially on the side of
General Xornilov, Both General Knox and Sir George Buchanan
indicated sympathy with the efforte of Kornilov and his fol-
lowers to re-establish discipline in the army and especially
to create an effeotive fighting force on the Eastern front.
On September T, Knox presented a personal report to the British
War cabinet., In answer to a question regarding the possibility
of a coup d'etat headed by Kornilov, General Knox answered
that he did not know what preparations were being made, but
that Kornilov wae a man of strong character, honest, patriotic,
and "the best man in sight." He went on to say that Kornilov
enjoyed the support of the Cossaocks, whise numbers alone would
be enough to subdue Petrograd, Knox urpged the War Cabinet
to consider a Joint representation from the Allied govern-
ments recommending to the Russian Government that in view of
Russia's desparste situation and the peril of putiing back
denocracy, General Kornilov should be fully supported in
measures which‘he wighed to tske t0o restore disoipline.s

Later, on September 9, when Kornilov ordered the troops

under hie command to march on Petrograd, one of the few units

SMa jor-Gemeral Sir Alfred Knox, ¥ith The Army
19141917 (London, 1921), IX, 677. Also mma‘@%@ﬂaya George,
War Memoirs, 1917~1918 (Boston, 1936), V, 101=102,
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which proved faithful to the General was a British armored=
car squadron under Commander Oliver Locker-lampson, vwhose
members were dressed in Russian uniform.é It 18 probably
safe to say that Knox wag aware of thelir participation and
perhaps even arranged for it, for as Robert Warth comments
in Ihe Allies and the Busslap Revolution, "it is scarcely
conceivable that thelr commander would have done 80 upon
his own initiative and without the knowledge or consent of
the British suthorities,"?

The Britlish ambassador, Sir George Buchanan, refused to
participate actively, but he knew of the proposed plans and
hoped for a Kornilov victory. Sir George had lost his pre=-
vious confidence in Kerensky and felt that Kornllov was a
much stronger man.8 In his memoirs he wrote that, on Sepw
tember 5, while Savinkov wasg negotiating with General Kornilov,
the director of one of the principal banks of Petrograd came
to him and told him that certaln persons wished him to assist
them by placing the British armored-cars at thelr disposal
and by helping them escape if thelr enterprise should fail,

Buchanan replied that it was "a very naive proceeding on the

%011men, Anglo-Soviet Eelations, '1.
7“*‘é“arth. Allles and Busslsn Reyolutlon, 123.
®Buchanan, Mission to Russle, IT, 171,
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part of those gentlemen to ask an ambassador to conspire
against the Government to which he was sccredited,” Bu~
chanan urged them to give up their plot, "If General Kor-
nilov were wise," he added, "he would wait for the Boleheviks
to make the first move and then come and put them down ., . ,"9
On September 10, when the outcome of the venture wae still

in doubt, Sir George wrote, "There is nothing to be done

but to await events and to trust that Kornilov will be

strong enough to overcome all resistance in the course of

a few days.“10 St111 later, he commented, "I had always

done my best to discourage the idea of a military coup d'etat,
as Russia's best hope of salvation lay in a close cooperation
between him Kornilov and Kerensky,"'

In addition to the meetings with Miliukov and Aladin,
General Kornllov was visited by several persons representing
the counterwrevolutlonary groups active in Petragrad.‘a The
conflicting testimonies of persons involved in this activity
in the days prior to the open break between General Kornilov

and Alexander Kerensky serves as an indication of the confusion

91p1d., II, 175-76.
'0Img., II, 181,
Yrpmg., 11, 185,

12?0: testimony concerning counter-revolutionary actlvity
in Petrograd during the summer of 1917, see Browder and Fer-

ensky Reocollections of A, I, Putilov, III, 1527«34
and a&e§%§§@%¥§§é of Finisov, III, 153435, ' ’ ’
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and lack of organization accompanying the Kornilov affair,
and the counter=revolutionary movement as a whole, There
was no organization, only an impulsive and disconnected
planning -~ too many persons iuvolved, too many secrets being
pasged on. HMost of the groups and individuals had only the
hazlest notion of what the goal of their activity was and even
less of how to eaccomplish 1t., Dissatisfaction with the gove
ernment was the only characteristic any of them had in comnmon;
none of them had a really effective plan for strengthening
it or replacing it.

Meanwhlle, activities were intensified among the
troope as well as on the civilian front, General Denikin
stated, "On the 20th of August orders were recelved to move
the Caucasion Kative Division from under my command northe-
wards; on the 25th the same order was received for the Third
Cavelry Corp . . . and later for the Kornilov 'shock'regiment,”
The destination of the troops was not given; it would have
been the Forthern front or Petrograd. Denikin had re-
commended General Krymov for the command of the Fleventh
Army, but the Stavka demanded that Krymov come to Mogilev for
a special mission fimt.’:5 Denikin was puzzled by the orders
from the Stavka, but on September 2, Kornilov sent 2 personal
letter explaining his strategy. The letter sald that a2 rising
of the Bolsheviks weas to take place at the end of Augusst.‘4

"5penikin, Rugsian Turmell, 316.

1aGanar&1 Denikin's dates correspond with the 01d Style.
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by which time Genersl Krymov and the Third Cavalry Corps
were to reach Petrograd in order to crush the rising and put
an end to the Soviet, Petrograd would be proclaimed in a state
of war and laws resulting from the Kormilov program would be
published. Kornilov requested thet Denikin send hinm & score
or more of reliable officers officially for trench mortar
instructione -~ actually they would be sent to Petrograd and
incorporated into the officer's detachment.'> At the same
time, Quartermaster-General Romanoveky ordered the distribution
of hand grendides to three cavalry uniis which were to surround
and occupy Petrograd from the aouth.m

On September %, Riga fell to the Germans, The date 1s
an 1mypttant one because this opened the road to Petrograd
for @ha German armies and forced the Provisional Government
to consider the application of severe military meagures in
the rear., There is some evidence that General Kornllov may
nave deliberately planned the abandonment of Riga as an integral
gtep toward bringing about the counter-revolution, In his
speech at the Moscow State Conference, Kornilov had warned of
the possibility of the loss of Riga, but General Demikin sald
that the front of the Lower Dvine was in complete preparedness,
and that Headquarters knew not only the direction but even

the day and the hour of the contemplated attack,

'5penikin, Bussisn Iuxmoll. 316.
16pgcher, "Kornilov Affair,” 245,
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"Nevertheless,” he wrote, "on the 19th of August Uist of
Septembezfcﬁhe Germans occupied the bridgehead of Uxhull
in the face of feeble opposition and erossed the Dvina, . .
the 12th Army abandoned Riga."1? The London Ilmeg noted
that refugees from Riga told a Iimeg correspondent that
the final blow to the city was completely unexpeated.‘g
Trotsky disagreed with Denikin on the preparedness of
the troops, He wrote that the 12th Army was totally une
prepared; everything was lacking - men, arme, gas masks -
communiocations were bad, and many of the men were even fure
nished with Japanese cartridges for Russian rﬁfles.‘g
Trotsky suggested that the Ruesian generals wanted Riga to
fall because i1t was a "nest of propaganda” in the hands of
the workers and soldiers., He was sure the commender of
the Horthern front was one of the main conapiratara.ga
Kornilov felt the breakthrough was partly caused by
the poor state of morale and discipline of the Russlan troops,
Despite the fact that they were prepared to hold Riga, many
men simply refused to fight. Kerensky insgisted that the
Eornilov group hoped to use the fall of Riga to deprive the

Provieional Government of all power, After the Conference

"Toentkin, Russian Zumoil, 313-14.
182&%&& (London), September 10, 1917,

"9rroteky, History of Bussisn Revolutionm, II, 186.
®rvid., 187
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in Moscow and the fall of Riga, Kornilov demanded that the
Provisional Government proclaim & state o: =iese, place full
povwers in the Stavka and subordinate %o the Stasvka the gare
rison of the whole reglon of ?atrogr&d.zj

The fall of Riga and the retreat of the Ruselan army
created = panle in ?efro@rad. Everyone who could leave the
capitol vwas desparately trying to do so, and the government
wag makXing preparations for 1ts removal to Moscow, On Sepw
tember 3, the Provislonal Government made several decisions;
among them was the decision to transfer the troops of the
Petrograd Military District to the direct jurisdiction of
the SupremeyCammander»in-chiefag- an almost unhelievable
act 1f Kerensky really did suspect Kornilov of a proposed
insurrection against the government. It is not so astonishing
1f Kerensky and the General were cooperating in & plan %o
set up a dictatorship.

Ir addition, the government declded to create a separzte
military areea, Petrograd and environs, under the jurisdiction
of the Provisional Government, and to send to the front
all the regiments stationed in Petrograd vwhich had pare
ticipated in the July uprising and to replace them with

more relisble units to be placed at the government's disposal,

22y erensky, "Kerensky and Korniloff: A Reply," Fortnightly
Review, CX {(July-December 1918}, 835,

23%erensky, Ihe Catastrophe, 317.
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On September 5, Boris Savinkov, Deputy Minister of War,
left for the Stavka to relate these decisions of the Pro-
visional Government to Kornilov and to ask the General to
comply with several requests from Kerensky, At the Stavka,
Savinkov found the Supreme Commander in an excited state,
declaring that he had no faith in the government and could
not work with a man like Kerensky. ¥hen Kornilov calmed down,
Savinkov informed him that his plans had been approved by Ker-
ensky, and that Kerensky requested a cavalry corps to be dis~
patched to Petrograd to be placed st the disposal of the
Provisional Government., Kerensgky also wished XKornilov to
gsend the Union of Officers, many of whom he suspected of
conspiracy, to Moscow, where, in Kerensky's opinion, they
would be out of the way, and to liquidate the pollitical depart-
ment attached to the Stavka for the same reason, With regard
to the cavalry corps, Kerensky stated that he explicitly in-
formed Savinkov to tell FKornilov ngot to send the Savage
Divislion and not to appoint Generazl Krymov, as both the General
and the Division were considered bloodthirsty and reactionary.23
Miliukov contends, however, that definite orders uere given to
concentrate the Third Cavalry Corps, of which the Savage Division
was & part, in the viecinity of Petrogred at the disposal of the

23kerensky, Prelude to Bolsheviem, 212. This account was
written down for Kerensky by Savinkov and was in Kerensky's
possession when he wrote Prelude while in the underground in
Russia following the fall of the Provislonal Government., It
was lost along with a1l of his papers and books when he fled
Paris in advance of the German occupation in 1940,
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Gevernmen%.ea If Miliukov's version is correct, then more
evidence polnte to cooperation between the General and the
Prime Minister, at least at this point, Savinkov's statee
ment sgrees with Kerensky, and he sald the Generzl agreed

to the request, and also agreed that now he could work wilth
the Government. KXornilov told Savinkov to convey to Kerensky
his complete loyalty to the Gavernmant.gs After Savinkov

had presented his report, General Kommllov sent for General
Lukomsky and asked him to examline the materials brought by
Szvinkov, and give hls opinion of them, Lukomsky told Kornilov
that the report was acceptable, except for the provisions
for the commissaries and committees, which stlll gave these
institutions far too much power.

After dinner, in Xornilov's study, Kornilov met Savinkov
and Lukomsky, and ineisted on the entire suppression of the
committees and commissaries, Savinkov refused, and in the
end it was decided to present Kornilov's desires to the Pro-
visional Government and if they did not consent to the supe
pression of the committees, at least they would curtail thelr
sctivities, Savinkov assured the group that all he said was
in strict accord with Kerensky. He also asked Kornilov to
wire Petrograd when the corps would be approaching Petrograd,

which would then be placed under martial law,

24
Miliukov 162, as quoted in Strakhovsky
"Wss There a Ko ':Limlog‘vm"%‘éelnc’m, 386. ’

25pi yzhevyls Yedomostl, September 12, 1917; Rech, September
13, 1919, as quoted in Browder znd XKerensky, Dpcuments, II1I, 1554,
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General Romanovsky and Colonel Beronovsky, Kerensky'e
Director of Office, were then invited into the study and the
plans were repeated in their presence; that after the
ratification by the government of Kornilov'e measures a
rising of the Bolsheviks would follow inevitebly, that General
Kornilov ip girict prreement with ihe Erovis
would send a cavalry corpe to Petrograd to crush the revolt,

and that the ares would be placed under martial 1aw,26

Upon taking leave of General Fornilov, Savinkov stated
that the General saild, "Tell Alexander Feodoroviteh that I
ghall support him in every way, for the velfare of the
Fatherland requires 1t,"27 Apparently, Savinkov had made
an arrangement with Kornllov that seemed clear to both sides,
ixcept for differences in exact wording, the transsotiong
are raported with a great degree of similarity by all those
lnvolved.,

Although thege events appeared %to be leading to an
agreement between Xerensky snd Kornilov, the actusl situation
wag approaching a crisis, General Kornilov was determined to
strengther the government, with or without ite consent, and
to deal a final blow to the Boviet. Xerensky was determined
to keep the General from overstepping his suthority and to

26ruxomsky, Eemolre, 105-109,
Txerensky, Zrelude
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retain his own waning power, Both men were aware that the
situation required definite action, but they did not trust
each other enough to act effectively together. Ag Savinkov
1left the Stavka for Petrograd he was confident the situation
was well in hand, but events in FPatrograd were already

proving otherwise,
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QHAPTER VIXI
THE UPRISIKG

Evente moved swiftly in the few days following Savinkov's
visit to the Stavka, The breach bestween Kerensky and Kornilov
was already serious mnd the following daye insured a complete
break, At the same time Savinkov was on his way baok to
Petrograd, Vliadimir ¥, Lvov, former FProocurator of the Holy
Synod and unrelated to the former Prime Minister, was on his
way in the opposite direction. W¥hile Savinkov was conferring
with Kornilov, Lvov had gained an audience with Kerensky
at the Winter Palace, That weeting was to prove one of the
moat contreversial of the whole Kornilov affsir,

The presence of V, ¥, Lvov in the already complicated
events of the Kornllov affalr is the hardest development to
explain or justify. <uite definitely, Lwov had no business
projecting himself as an intermediary between Kornilov and
Kerensky, Although each man olaimed that Lvov had been sent
by the other, the evidence indicates more clearly that Lvov
merely tock 1t upon himself to stralchten out matters bew
tween the Government and the Supreme Commander, with no real
suthority Irom anyone, The general consensus was that Lvov

wag at best 2 well-meaning, but fuzzy-minded individusl,

93
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with limited talents.' A Constitutionel Democrat, he sat
in both the Third and Fourth Dumas and had been the Proe-
curator of the Holy Synod in the first eabinet of the Pro=-
visional Government. An attempt to trace his movements
prior to his September 4 meeting with Kerensky adds little
to the reasons for his actions, but 1t does implicate the
mysterious Aladin and his friend, Dobrynski, a member of the
Petrograd Publicists' Club.2

Lvov glves the following account in his memeoirs: right
after the Moscow Conference a friend of his named Dobryneki
came to see him and related that he had been summoned to a
secret meeting to be held at the Stavka on August 30,
Dobrynski told Lvov the meetlng was probably to discuss Korne
1lov's dictatorship, whereupon Lvov stated that he could not
support such a move., Lvov suggested a national cabinet, in
which the Minlster of Interior would have speclal powers to
establish order within the country. He thought Kornilov and
Kerensky might agree to cooperate in such = gdvernment. he
stated, After getting Lvov to agree to accept the important
post of Minister of Interlor if such a2 government should be

accepted, the story goes, Dobrynskl left. On Sgptember 1

1For opinions of Lvov see Buochanan, Mission
%é. 177; Iukomeky, Memolrs, 101; Kerensky,
127.

2E,H, Wilcox, "Kerensky and Korniloff," Fortnlghtly
Review, COX (September-October, 1918), 504,
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Dobrynskl returned, Lvov said, snnouncing that Lvov's plan
had been accepted by the Stavka, Then Dobrynski added that
Kornilov had secretly told him that he already planned to be
dictator, but that nobody must know about 1t, The story
takes on an air of utter confusion here, for obviously Lvov's
plan for cooperation could not have been accepted 1f Kornilov
was secretly planning s military dictatorship.
The following day, Lvov continued, Dobrynskl returned
with Aladin, who entered Lvov's room wearing the uniform of
a British lieutenant. Aladin complained that he could not get
an audience with Kerensky., In the ensulng conversation, it
was decided that Lvov should go to Petrogzad to see Kerensky
and persuade him to change the organieation of the government
in compliance with the wishes of the Stavka, On his way to
Moacow, Lvov related, he engaged in a conversation with a
general who shared his train compartment, The general told
him he was on his way to attend a military meeting at which
an ultimatum would be presented to the government. If it was
not accepted, the general said ominously, “"events would follow,"
At the Winter Palace, Lvov succeeded in getting an interw
view with Kerensky during which he attempted to persuade Ker-
ensky that he had lost the support of both the Left and the
Right, and that the government must be reorganized 1f it hoped
to continue., Lvov claimed that Kerensky agreed to reslgn if
necessary, but sald that he must leave povwer in some other

hands, KXerensky then, in Lvov's words, suthorized him to
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enter into secret negotiastions on Kerensky's behalf with
all the elements Tvov considered neceaaary.3

Kerensky reported thls meeting in an altogether 4if-
ferent manner. "Among the infinite number of people who
came to me with all sorts of serlous propositions and schemes,
useful advice and idle talk, . . . came Lvov,” sald Kerensky.
Lvov attempted to persuade Kerensky that he had lost the
support of both the Left and the Right, and that the Pro-
visional Government must make some changed in the cabinet to
include elements even more moderate than the Kadets. The Prime
Minister stated that he answered Lvov in a general way, but
that he could tell from the trend of the conversation that
Lvov ceme from some distinct group. When he tried to find
out who that group might be, Lvov refused to divulge names,
only saying that they were a "consliderable force.” Kerensky
definitaly denied that he had glven Lvov any authority to
negotlate wlth anyone in hls behalf, He did not attach any
importance to the conversation in general, although certain
detalls claimed his attention,’
e Jogary, Dmity nevepuper satten by pat

* ¥ ]

?ésgﬁgg' i ‘*’5‘,"tiﬁb’;?nfi‘i“ieiaﬁﬁﬁn?é‘?ﬁ?i’mg attitr
was published in Den, September 1, 1917, and in

September 8, 1917, t corresponds in most instances with that
of Lvov, See Karanﬁky s note, Documents, III, 1568,

“ferensky, Prelude to Bolshevism, !27-29.
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The following day, September S, Lvov was baok in ¥oscow,
He informed Aladin that Xerensky zgreed to his proposal to
establish 2 netional cmbinet, and to resign if necessary,
“hat ssme evening, Dobrynski and Dvov left for the Stavka
to consult with.General Xornilov, Lvov apparently convinced
that he had been smtrusted by Xerensky to necotiate in his
behalf. O e author suggests that Kereansky amctually 4id allow
Lvov t¢ believe this Iin an attempt to use Lvov to ferret out
the countererevolutionary plot which had become an obmession
With nim,5

There are three accounts of what happened at the meeting
of Kornilov snd Lvov, FKorpilov stated that Lvov's first words
to him were, "I have come to you with a mission from Kar@n@ky.“ﬁ
Lvov then told Xornilov that Kerensky wae prepared to leave
the cabinet 1f Kornilov thought i1t necessary, Xomilov ree
plied 2t length to the effeot %hét he was in favor of a
collective dictatorship, in which Kerensky and Savinkov would
both be inecluded, and asked Lvov to tranamit this view to
Kerensky and Ssvinkov and to beg them to come to Headquarters

where he ¢ould guarantee thelr safety and 11berty.7

S3trakhoveky, “Wae There & Kornilov Hlebellion," 387-38,
S41100x, "Kerensky and Korniloff,"” 50%,
7msv ’ %QS“E'OEN
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Lvov's account is typically confused. He claimed that
when he gave his evidence his health had been broken and his
memory impaired by & month's solitary confinement in theWinter
Falace where he wag obliged to sleep in & room next to Kere
ensky's., His sleep was continually interrupted, he claimed,
by Kerensky singing operatic arias in the adjloining rcamlg
There are even several versions of Lvov's story. In short,
Kornilov demanded 2ll mlilitzary and civilian povwer be transe
ferred to him, Fetrograd declared under martial law, and the
regimental commlttees to refrain from interference with the
military. Lvov noted in passing that Zavoiko seemed to ine
fluence Kornilov unduly, and that later at lunch, without
Kornilov present, Zavolko gave him & plece of paper with =
complete proposed cabinet written on 1t, ¥When he asked
Zavoike why it weag necessary for him to go to Kerensky if
everything was already decided, Zavoiko told him it was nece
egsary to have a legal succession of power.9

Another version of Lvov's story says that there was no
ultimatum in sny form, only "a sirple conversation, in the
‘eourse of which various desires in the sense of strengthening

the government were aisansaed.”’o It is hard to imagine =z

B gggggxi a8 quoted in Browder and Kerensky
15 - ] ¥

'O%11c0x, "Kerensky and Kormiloff,” 506,
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simple conversation in connection with V. «, Lvov. After
arranging for Lvov's return te Petrograd, Zavoiko told Lvov
significantly, "Bring Kerensky!" Lvov related that he then
knew Kerensky's 1ife was in danger, and that these demands
would he bolstered by bayonets,

S5till another version of the meeting 18 that Lvov told
the General that Kerensky was conslidering three posmih;litieas
organlzation of a new government with himself as dictator;
& new government invested with unlimited powers ang eensieting
of three or five members, one of whom would be Korilovs or
Kornilov as dictator and Supreme Commander at the head of a
wholly new government, Kornilov, elated at Kerensky's willinge
ness to ocapltulate peacefully and of hig own accord, expressed
his approval of the third alternative. The general also
stlpulated that Kerensky declare martial law in Petrograd
and suggested that both the Prime Minister and Savinkov come
to the Stavka, as thelr safety could not be guaranteed in
Pgtragrad.‘1

In any event, armed with whatever informstion he possessed,
or thought he possessed, Lvov hurried to the capitel for a

second interview with the Prime Minister on the evening of

1‘This version seems to be the one most circulated in
Petrograd at the time of the affair., See Bychanan, Mission
to Russia, II, 177, and Meriel Buchansn, A or’ %@ggh&gg
(London, 958§, 169-71, It also seems ihe most wniilelr 1o
i1s improbable: that Kerensky Tavored eny scheme which would
hand the government over to his greatest rlval, General Kornilov.
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September 7. Meanwhile, General Xrymov was already at the
Stavka, working out plans for the movement of the Savage
Divielon on Petrograd. About six o'clock on the 7th, Lvov
met Kerensky in his study., He dellvered General Kornilov's
message, in the form of an ultimatum. Although there is
doudbt as to whether the general meant it in that way or not,
there 418 no doubt about how Kerensky accepted 1t,

Lvov declared to FKerensky that General Kornilov would
give no assistance to the Provisional Government in its
struggle with the Bolsheviks, and that he would not be ree
sponsible for Kerensky's life anywhere except at headquarters,
fﬁe‘continuanee of the Provisional Government could no longer
be permitied and Kerensky must transfer 1ts powers to the
General that day. Pending the formation of a new cabinet .
the assistant ministers were to take over while martial law
would be proclaimed throughout Russia, FKornilov invited
Kerensky and Savinkov both to the Stavka, where he would
offer them portfollos in the new cabinet;’a

Kerensky was stunned, At first he sccused Lvov of jJoking.
When Lvov convinced Kerensky he was absolutely serious, Kerw
engky asked him to put these demands in writing., Lvov wrote
the following: 1) martisl law shall be proclaimed in Petrotrad,
2) all military and civil authority shall be placed in

"“terensky, Prelude to Bolshevisy, 132-33.
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Kornilov's hende, end 3) all ministers, not excluding the
Prime Minister, shall resign, and temporary power shall be
traneferred to the assistant ministers untll the formatlon
of the new cabinet by the General.‘B

In an effort to establish a definite connection between
Lvov and Xornilov so the Provisional Government could take
action, Xerensky told Lvov he must talk directly to the Gen-
ernl., They decided to meet at eight o'clock that same evening
2t the home of the War Minister to speak to Kornilov over the |
Hughes apparatus, a type of direct telegraph. Lvov was late
in arriving for the appointment, so ¥ereneky indulged in a
litile =amateur detective work which Trotsky called "sppropriate
for s detective, not the head of a governmsnt.“‘h The
following conversation took place on the Hughes apparatus,
with Xerensky impersonating Lvov:

1) "Good day, General, V., V., Lvov and Keremsky at

the apparatus, We beg you to confirm the statement

that Kerensky i& to act according to the communication

made to him by V

"Good day, Alexander Féoderovitchs good day, V, ¥,

Confirming agaln the deseription I gave V, N, of the
present situation of the country and the army a= it

V3kerensky, Erelude to Bolshevisn, 134 o 8100
319, Lvov claimed later that he just jotted down a faw de-
tached thoughts, whioh Kerensky snatched from him bhefore he
could read thrbugh what he had written and declared him under
arrest, . Lvov'e story, as usual, does not ocorrespond with the
§g$tw of his arrest, GOee ﬂilaan, "Kerensky and Korniloff,"

Yvrotsky, History of Russien Revolution, II, 210,
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appears to me, I declare again that the events of the
past days and of those that I can see coming impera-
tively demand g definite decision in the shortest time
possible,”

2) "I, Vv, N., ask you whether it is necessary to act
on that definite declsion which you asgked me to come
nrunicate privately to Kerensky, as he 1g hesitating
to give hie full confidence without your personsal
confirmation.”

"Yes, 1 confirm that I asked you to convey to Alexander
Feodorovitch my urgent demand that he should come to
Mohilev.,"

3) "I, Alexander Feodorovitch, understend your answer
as confirmation of the words conveyed to me by V, N,
To do that today and start from here 1s impossidle, 1

hape to start tomorrow, Is it necessary for Savinkov to
wo?

"I beg urgently that Boris Victorovitch shall come

with you. Everything I said to V, N, refers in equal
degree to Savinkov., I beg you earnestly not %o put

off your departure later than tomorrow. Belleve me,
only wy recognition of the responaibility of the moment
urges me to perelst in my request,”

4) "Shall we come only in case of an outbreak, of
which there are rumours, or in any case?"

"In any case,”

"Good day. Soom we shall see each other.,"

"Good day."?s

This incredible conversation, in vwhich Zornilov and
Kerensky show the most astonishing candor and absent-minde
edness, 1s one part of the evidence concerning the Kornilov
affalr which has not been disputed by any historian, It is

preserved on the teletype, and allowing for some differences

"SKerensky, Erelude to Bolshevisgm, 137-38.
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in translation, 1t is cited by almost every writer verbatim,
dnd yet, 1t is the strangest and most incriminating plece
of evidence for both Xevensky and Xornilov, It is d4ifficult
to believe that the head of a government and the supreme
commander of the army of a major natlon could carry on a
conversation which would leave so much to the imagination =
which could he so easily misinterpreted. The zotnal facts
of the casge were not discussed by elther msn., Kelther Kerw
ensky nor Xornilov ascertained exactly what communication
they were talking about, The meaning of the oconversation
depended entirely on what Lvov had sald to Xerensky, and
much doubt remains about that,

Lvov arrived a few minutes after this conversation took
place and he and Kerensky went to the Prime Minister's office
in the Winter Palace, where Kerensky told Lvov of the convere
sation, Lvov again confirmed the message, but warned Kerensky
not to zZo to the Stavka, MNeanwhile, an official of the War
Ministry sat in a dark ocorner of Kerensky's office and listened
to the whole conversation, At the end of it Kerensky called
the officer on guard in the corridor and had Twvov arrestad.’é

The only other explanation for Kerensky's strange behavior
at the teletype machine 1s that he was still tryilng to set a

trap for Xornilov, OChernov suggested this when he wrote,

16Kerensky, EPreiude to Bolshevism, 139-40,
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e « o he plays the comedian . . , the spiderlike premier
weavss his web, and the big wasp, the commander-ine-chief,
flies stralght into it . . . But ten wagp almost broke the
spider's web."'7 Mot of the evidence points to the truth
of this theory. Kerensky comsidered himself exceedingly
clever and probably thought Kornilov would not see through
his 1little snare., In this case, Kerensky was right. Prince
Troubetskoy, the Forelpgn Affairs Minister at the Stavka,
wrote that "the General breathed a sigh of relief at the
end of the conversation for he belleved the government was
meeting him all the way,"'®

Fror this point on evente moved very rapidly. Kerensky
met with several members of the Provisional Government at
4:00 a.n,, September 9, and revealed the contents of the
 conversation with Kornilov to them, He convinced them that
the General had commlitted an act of open mutiny against the
?roviﬂicnal Government, and in view of the seriousness of the
glituation, demanded and got dlictatorisl powers for a period
of time necessary %o quell the rebellion, Kerensky olaimed

the members of the Government urged these powers upon himtg

- YTonernov, Great Russlen Revolution, 365.
"801ted 1n Trotsky, History of Bugelen Revelutlon, II, 211,
'9rerensky, Prelude to Bolshevism, 166-67,
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but other sources refute this claim.?0 At this same meeting
Kerensky rejected Savinkov's advice to negotiate with General
Kornilov for & peaceful settlement of what Savinkov was conw
vinced was all a ghastly misunderstanding.g’ Kerensky did
alleow Zavinkov to contact Pilonenko on the wire 1o see 1f any
light could be thrown on the subject frow his vanitage point at
headquasrtere. There ensued & conversation between Smvinkov
and Filonenko that put Kerensky and XKornilov's previous ex-
change far in the shade as far as confusion and misconception
were concerned, The conversation was carried on in a special
code the two men had worked out for confidential communications
whioch was intended to be unintelligible to anyone reading
the teletype, and which succeeded only too well, It was also
unintelligible to Savinkov and Filonenko in thie particular
conversation. Kerensky further hampered the conversation by
instrucilng Savinkov not to let Fillonenko know the situation
in Petrograd, but at the same time get Fllonenko to come %o
Petrograd himself-as soon as possible, The conversation left
both men completely confusad.gg
Pismisslng the possibility of compromise, Kerensky
sent General Kornilov the following telegram: "I order you

immediately to turn over your office to General Lukomsky,

20411 aox, "Kerensky and Korniloff," 510, A4lso Strakhovsky,
"Was There a Kornilov Rgbellion," 389,

Q’Kerensky. Zrelude %o B eylsm, 161,
22%11303, "Kerensky and Kornileff," 509,
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who is to take over temporarily the duties of Commander~lne
Chief, until the arrival of the new Commander~in-Chlef. You
are instructed immediately to come to Petrograd." In his
excltement, Kerensky did not follow accepted procedure and
give the telegram an official number or sign his officlal
title., For this reason, Filonenko convinoed the General
the telegram was not authantio,23 This was not hard to do,
in any case, for the General was qulte stunned to recelve
such & dispatch, He had spent the evening planning the nev
government, thinking all the while Savinkov and Kerensky
would arrive at the Stavka in due time,

ﬁornilov's abrupt dismissal did not settle the issue
by any means, The General stubbornly refused to give up his
command, Among many of the ministers there was 8till the
feeling that the whole thing was a misunderstanding., At a
conference on September 9, during which Kerensky revealed
the contents of a proclamation he intended to make pubdblie,
the ministers prevailed upon him to allow Savinkov to contact
the General for an explanation., Savinkov wrote, "At my own
request I was authorized by Kerensky to oconverse with Kornilov
on the phone . . . I tried to point out the inadmissibility
of his act and 1ts counter-revolutionary character and urged
him to stop the march and come himself to Petrograd ., . . but
Kornilov replied that he no longer recognlzed the Provisional

23Kerensky, Prelude to E




107

Government.2* Savinkov was still convinced Kornilov was
not a party to any plot againet the Government, and trled
to get Kerensky to stop the pubdblication of hi# proclamation
to the public, It was too late; the paper had already gone
to press,

Kerensky's proclamation explained the dismissal of
General Kornilov, proclaimed martial law in Petrograd and
called on the population to preserve tranquillity and order
in the eity.25 General Kornilov quickly countered with a
proclamation of hie own, in which he accused the Premier of
lying and the Provisional Governmeni of acting under the
pressure of the Bolshevik majority of the 3oviet.25 Korne
1lov's proclamation 1s another testimony to hie lack of
political information, for the Bolsheviks dld not attain a
voting majority in the Petrograd Soviet untlil after the Korne
1lov affair; but then, the General had 2 tendency to lump
all those with eocialist political feelings under the term
"Bolshevik," With these two documents, the breach between
Kornilov and the government was complete., Subsequent offers
of mediation by the Allied diplomats were to no avail., Sir
George Buchanan called s meeting of the Allied ambassadors

24 ,
g Yedomostl, September 12, 1917, as quoted
in Browder and Kerensky, Qg&nmgggg, I11, {556. ’

253ee Appendix I.
- 26gee Appendix IT,
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at the British Imbagay on the eleventh, and the diplomate
decided to offer to mediate the dispute, Muchanan was
directed by his government to inform Kerensky "that the
British Covernment viewed with the greatest alarm the
probabilities of olvil war, and urged hinm to come to terms
with General XKorniloff not only in the interest of Russia
nerself, but in that of the Allies,"2’

The Petrograd population knew little of the events
taking place until the publiecation of these two proclamations,
General Kornllov ordered the troops under Krymov to advance
on FPetrograd and the Soviets 1lost no time in making prepae
ratione to defend the eity. The Soviet formed the "Conmitiee
of People's Struggle agsinst the Uounter-Revolution”, also
kno¥n as the Hilitary Revolutionary Committee, and proceeded
with the arming of the workers, Trotsky wrote that the
committee went into action on a vast scale, sending telegrams
to railroad workers, telegreph and poetal clerks, sayling,

"e + » 81l movements ér troops to be ocarried out at the
direction of the FProvisional Government only when counterw

signed by the Commi ttee, " 20

They searched out and arrested
Kornilovites all over the ¢ity. Chernov ¢laimed that before

the crisls was oompletely over st least 7,000 persons were

2Tmuchanan, Migsion o Bassia. 11, 185,
®Brroteky . Hlstory of Ryesian Revolutlon, II, 22830,
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arrested, >

The Boléhevika were ready and willing to cooperate in
putting down the uprising. Sukhamov wrote that the leader=
ship of the Military Committee Belongad to the Bolsheviks,
and that the masses were with them.-C In all districts of
the ¢ity whole crowds of pgogle vere walting to jJoin the Red
Guard., Drilling began in Qaéksmanahip and handling of weapons,

~and fighting companiee were hastily farmed.31

Ironically,
when the rebellion was ovet,?the workere refused to glve
back their arms and the nuéléua of the Red Army had been
formed on the appeal of Ke%e4aky himself,

Unfortunately for Korﬁiﬁev'a ocsuse, the Soviet did ite
work well., The most effective measures against the advanoing
troops were taken by the Rallway Bureau, also arganized by
the Soviet. It called upon the workers to cripple the lines
of communication and transportation, and they did a superd
Job ot 1t., Regiments arrived in the wrong place, artillery
got lost, and staffes got out of communication with their units.32

Continuous streams of agltators were sent to meet the troops

290nernov, Great Russlan Revolution, 372.

3QSukhanuv, Bussian Revolution, II, 505,

Prrotsky, Historv of Bussian Revolution, II, 230-31,
321pid., 228-30.
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under Krymov, Stopped at Luge becauge of the transportation
difficulties, Krymov's troops were soon infiltrated by the
soldiers from the Luga garrison, To get his soldlers free
of the propaganda, Krymov moved his troops several versts
from Iuga, but the aglitators followed and were soon joined
by the delegations from the Soviet. The troops, many of them
primitive-minded Moslem horsemen and Cossacke who di1d not
speak Russian, had been told they were on the way to quell
an uprising of the Bolsheviks, Upon learning from the
agitators that they were moving against the government,

whaet little enthusiasm they had quickly dissipated and they
refused to move further, -

On September 10, General Krymov was arrested and brought
to the Winter Palace, After a short conversation with Ker=
ensky, Krymov toock his own life with a piatol.Bh

Contrary to expectations, things did not go well at the

Stavkq either. On September 9, Kornilov issued an appeal to

337 roteky gza§9xx 9L Rusgian Eaxglnhzgn IT, 23637
Included in tﬁe delegation to deter the traoﬁs w;re several
Moslem and Turcoman membérs of the Soviet, one of whom was

the grandson of the famous Shamil who herolcelly defended the
Caucasus against tsarism. The mountaineers would not permit
their officers to arrest the delegation; that wes 2 violation
of the anclent customs of hospitality. See Edward Ross, Ihe
Bugslan Folshevik Revolution ( New York, 1921), 236,

Srerensky, Brelude to Bolsheylsm, 114-15; ;
321, Kerensky has been c¢riticized for allowingm§§ymov the
llberty to have access to his side arms, shoot himself, and
thereby remove a valuable source of informetion, It was implied
that Krymov "knew too mueh,”
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the troops, but the Mohilev compositors, membere of the looal
soviet, refused to set it up. ¥hen a squad of Kornilov's
savage Tekinski, who spoke no Russlan, were sent to force
the compositors to work, the printers shrewdly set up both
Kornilov's orders and Kerensky's proclamation to the publie
at the same time, loaded them on the same care, and dise
tributed them to the troops together, thereby neutralizing
the effect of the General's appeal,> >
Although Kornilov felt the generals of the Russian
arny would stand by him, one by one they pledged their
alleglance to the Provisional Govermment. Denikin and his
staff tried to stand by the Supreme Commander, but even they
were not successful., Denlkin wrote, "Never again did the
future of the country seem so dark er impotence B0 grievous
and humiliating,">®
On September 10, the General's second appeal reached
the publioe:
I, General Kornilov, Supreme Commander of the Russian
Armed Forces, declare, before the whole nation, that
my duty as a soldier, my feelings as a self-denying
citizen of Free Russia, and my boundlees love for my
country, oblige me, at this eritical hour of Russia's
exlestence to disobey the orders of the Provisional
Government ., , . I declare to the whole of the Russian
people that I prefer to die rather than give up my

post as Supreme Commander, A4 true som of Russia re=
mainsg at his post to the end and is always ready to

35Ross, Bolshevik Revolution, 230.
360ited in Trotsky, History of Russisn Revolution, II, 241,
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make the greatest of all sacrifices for hie country -
that of his life,

He informed the people that while the victorious enemy
wag approaching the Government was frightening them with
“the phantom of counter-revolution . . . It is not for me -
& gon of the people « who has given himself up, heart and soul,
to the service of that people, to go agalnst the great liberties
and the great future of Russias,"” He ended with an appeal
to the Provlisionsl Government: '"Come to Supreme Headquarters,
where your freedom and safetiy are guaranteed on my word of
honour, and together we will work out and form such a gove
ernment of national defence as will make secure the llberties
of the people and lead Russia to a great future, worthy of a
free and mighty natiep."37

Kerensky's answer to this passionate appeal was to arrest
| the General, Komilov, 111 with 2 fever at the Stavka, did not
make a single move to avoid arrest, When a French journalist
later asked Kornilov why he had not personally accompanied his
traaﬁs on their mission, he replied, "I was sick, I had a serious
attaék of malaria, and was not in possiesion of my usual anergy.“38
On the 14%th of Segtemher, along with Lakomsky, Denikin, and

several other ganérala. Kornilov was imprisoned in Bykhov

>Teorder, D 8, 520273,

38pro W 11, 226, Also
Miliukov, ' vypuak 2. 263~ , B8 quéteé in Browder
and Kareneky,“
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prison, without ever having fired a shot, The rebellion
had simply erumbled,




CHAPTER IX
THE AFTERMATH

The threat of the uprising was over, but the inecident
was not to be forgotten so easlly., The quick action of the
Soviet and the Bolsheviks had saved the Provisional Govern-
ment and Kerensky, but in doing so had greatly strengthened
their own position. The balance that Kerensky tried so dese
parately to maintain was gone, and Kerensky now found himself
even more dependent on the support of the Left. Although
Kerensky was inclined to be lenient with the insurgents, the
Soviet and the Bolsheviks demanded something more than & slap
on the hand for the arrested generals,

An extraordinary investigating committee was sappointed
to exsamine the evidence ggainat the conspiratorm.‘ This come
mittee dragged on until the Bolshevik revolution in November,
unearthing a mountain of testimony and confliocting opinion,
but few conclusions, After the Hovember revolution, when
Eerensky and his supporters joined the Kornilovites who had
fled into exile in September, the charges and the counbere
charges continued,

Almost everyone who had any connection with the affair

at all has left his version of what happened in writing,

11 Pravi mﬂ&.
Kerensky, cuments,

A

z i3 &1L
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1
I, 2, Fo, 1 » 28 quoted in Browder
111, 1599.

11k




115

Kerensky insisted on presenting the aifalr as the turning
point of the revolution, He contended there was an orgsnized
counter-revolutionary plot, designed to place Generazl Kornilov
a2t the head of a military dictatorship. Kornilov's followers
maintained they were only interested in the establishment of
a strong dependable government consisting of men capable of
leading Russgia to her salvatlon,

On Kerensky's slde, & letter from General Alekseev to
Miliukov on September 25, 1917, has been cited as evidence -
of a plot., General Alekseev wrotet

The Kornllov affair was not the affair of a
group of adventurers, and you know to a certain degree
that certain circles of our soclety not only knew
2ll about 1t, not only sympathized with the idea, but
helped Kornilov as far as thev ocould . . . I have one
more question: I do not know the addresses of Vyche
negradeki, Poutiloeff, and the others, The families
of the imprisoned officers are beginning to starve,
and I ineist on their coming to their aid. Surely
they will not abendon to their fste and starvation
the families of those to whom they were linked by the
common bond of anp idea and preparation . . . In that
case ie,, 1f thls demand is not immediately satisfied
General Kornilov wlll be forced to declare in detail
before the court the whole plan of preparation, all
the conversations with persons and groups and their
participation, in order to show the Russian people
with whom he was working, what real alm he wag pure
suing, and how, abandoned by all in his moment of
need, he had to appear before an 1mpw3vised court
with only a small nunber of officers.

General Alikseev's letter actuzlly proves only that

General Xornilov had supporters, a fact which was already

2gerensky, EPrelude fo Bolshevim, 278, Also Izyvestdls
December 12, 1517. a® quoted 1in ruwdér and Kerensky, Rggnﬁga&g,
III, 16031606,
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well known, He indicates, by threatening placknmail, that
these supporters deserted the Ceneral &8 soon &5 they saw
his cause was a lpst one, but the letter does not prove con=
clusively that there was an organized plot afoot.

On the other side, the evidence is more damning, even
1f 4%t 1is not more conclusive, 3oth Chernov and Trotsky
thought Kerensky wee & party to the projected coup at first,
planning either & Joint dictatorship with Kornilov or
thinking that the General would agree to Kerensky being
dictator., They thought he ebandoned Xornilov only when he
realized the coup wag about to feil and wanted to save hin=-
gelf both pollitically and literally‘B Sukheanov agrees with
this view.4

Many of Kerensky's asctione point in thie direction. Hls
adtions on September 3, when he appeasled to Kornilov for
troops, when logiocelly he should heave done exactly the op=
posite if he suspected the General of a plot against the
Government = his ridiculous behavior on the night of September
8 when he had the cryptic teletype conversation with Komilov,
almost as if he wanted to be deceived about the General's
intentions, or at least to let others think he was deceived =«
hie refusal to negotiate or to let others negotiate with the

General to try to reach an amicable settlement - all these

STrotsky, History Russian g%glmgjgn 11, 191, Also
Chernov, Great Hussian ﬁw. . T

4suxnanov, Rugeian Revelutdon, II, 509.
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thinge indicate that Kerensky was playing some kind of & game
in which all the players were not fully informed of the rules,
His actione after Kornilov's arrest were also suspicious, He
agked for and recelved dictatorial power to deal with the upe-
rising., He appointed Savinkov Governore-general of Petrograd,
ayan though he knew of Savinkov's feelings toward the General
and was fully aware of Savinkov's complicity in the affair,
Kornilov was allowed to write his deposition to the investie
gation committee rather than appear in person, and lived in
comparative comfort in prison, surrounded by his own Cossack
soldlers as guards, An most remarkable of all, when Kerensky
oould find no sultable general to assume the post of Commanderw
in~Chlef, Kerensky took the title himself and ordered that
until further notice all Kornilov's instructions with respect
to operatlions on the front were to be faithfully carried ocut,
In effect, he reinstated in the primary military position in
Russla a man he had just denounced publicly as a traltor and
an enemy to his couﬂtry.s

As for the motives of General Kornilov, they are even
more obsoure, It is clear that he meant to reorganize the
government, even if he had to use force to do 1t, but whether
he aimed at 2 personal dictatorship or not is a point which

must of necessity remain unsolved, In view of the General's

SWilcox, "Kerensky and Korniloff," 516,
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obvioug naivete about politics and politicians, it is
completely reasonable to assume that he though he had Kere
ensky's support in his venture all the time,6

In any event, the real significance of the Kornilov
affair does not lie in the answer to these mysteries., They
are provocative and baffling, but of secondary importance,
The main significance of the affai: lies in 1its immediate
cansequencas‘ta the course of Russian history. Probably the
major result of the affalr was to strcngthen the Bolshevik
cause, The involvement of the non-socialists and Kadet
members of the government in the Kornilov affair disoredited
theg in the eyes of the public, and the Central Executive Com~
mit%ae of the Soviet wished to exclude them from further pare
ticipation in the Government. Although they were not wholly
successful in this, large numbers of capable moderate politioclans
were eliminated from political activity, Purthermore, the
workers who had formed the Red Guards refused to give up their
arns, & problem that turned out to be serious, The "committee
for the salvation of the revolution” also refused to dieband
and as a s0p to his left-wing supporters, Kerensky alloved
Trotsky and other Bolshevik leaders to be released from prison,

Several measures demanded by the Soviet were enacted by the

50ther than his deposition at the investigation, Kornilov
left no testimony about the affajir, He escaped from Bykhov
prison during the Bolshevik revolution with the help of his
Cossack guards and helped form the White arm{. He was killed
during the civil war at Exaterinodor, April 13, 19018, Stewart,

Enlte Amise of ussla, 40.
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nevw government. The Kornilov program for restoring disecipline
in the army was forgotten, the State Duma was formally
abolished, and Russia was declared a Republie, 41l in all,
the Kornilov affair served as a spring board for the advances
nent of the extreme left wing element in Rusesia,

Almost as grave as the abrupt shift to the Left on the
political scene were the consequences to the army. What was
left of the discipline and respect in the army guickly dise
appeared, The rank and file lost what faith they still had
in thelr officers and a new wave of desertions and violence
against officers began. The process of disintegration in the
amy speeded up. A particular point of resentment with the
soldliers was the excellent treatment of the imprisoned generals
in Bykhov. OChernov pointed out, "When 1t was realized that
disoipline and capltal punishment were for soldiers, not for
generals, the front swelled with anger and turned black like
the se2 before a temmst.” The Bolsheviks were quick to
take advantage of such feelings, and with 2 mestery of propaganda,
played on 2ll the resentments and 111 feelings toward the
Provisional Government,

As for the long range consequences of the Kornilov affair,
there really were not any, Desplite Kerensky's complete and
unrelenting protestation that, without the Xomilov affalr,
there could have been o Bolshevik revolutlion, thls simply

Tonernov, great Russian Revolution, 380-81.
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is not true. The Provisional Government could not have

lagsted even without the Kornilov affair; at moet the whole
incident merely speeded up 2 process that was already taking
place., The politicsl situation in Russis had already de-
teriorated to near anarchy by the time of the Kornllov affair,
end the moderate to conservative elements could find no
 common ground upon which to build a stable program., The
affalr 4id not cause the fall of the goverament, but neither
could 1ts success have saved the conservative cause in Russia,
The revolution could not be turned back, either by Kornllov
of Kerensky; nelther man was strong enough or politically
agtute enough to establish a moderate govermment in Russla

in the summer of 1917, The Kornilov affair, for all its
intrigue, its emotional charges and countere-charges, itse
passionate oratory ~ and 1ts comie-opera sspect - remains
merely one nore erisie in the life of a regime that was

already on its way to oblivion,.
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APPENIIX I
KBRENSKY'S MESSAGE TO THE POPULATION

I hereby announcet

On August 26th [September & General Kornilov ment
to me the member of the S3tate Duma V, H, Lvov with a dew
mand for the surrender by the Proviesional Government of
the whole plenituds of Civil and Hilitary authority, with
a view to his forming at his personasl discretion, a NEW
GOVEREMEHT for sdministering the country. The authenticity
of Deputy Lvov's authorization to make such a proposal to
me was subsequently confirmed by General Kornilov in his
conversation with me by direct wire, Perceliving in the
presentation of such demands, addressed to the Frovisional
Government in my person, & desire of some oircles of Bussian
socliety to take adventage of the grave condition of the State
for the purpose of establishing in the country a state of
suthority in contradiction to the conquests of the Reve
olution, the Provisional Government has found it indispensable:

To authorize me, for the salvation of OUR eountry, of
1iberty and of Republlican order, to take prompt and resolute
measures for the purpose of uprooting any attempt to enoroach
upon the Supreme Authority in the State and upon the righte




vwhi¢h the cltizens have conquered by the Revolution.

1 am taking all necessary measures to protect the
liberty and order of the country, and the population will
be informed in due course with regard %o such measures,

At the same tims I order herewithi

I. General Kornilov to surrender the post of Supreme
Commander«-in-Chief to General Klemboveky, the Commandereine
Chief over the armies of the Northern front which bar the
way to Petrogradj and General Klembovsky to enter tem=
porarily upon the post of Bupreme Commander-ineChief, while
ruméinlmg at Pekov,

II. 7o detlare the oity and distriot of Petrogred
under Yartisl Law, extending to it ﬁhe regulatione for
the localities declared under Martial Law , ,

1 ¢211 upon all the citizens to preserve complete
tranquility and to maintain order, which is s0 indispensable
for the salvation of the country, I call upon &ll the ranks
of the army and navy to carry on with calmmess and selfe
abmegation thelr duty of defending the countyy against the

external @n&mg.‘

e

'Kar&nﬁ&y. Prelude to Bolsheviem, 181-83; Vegtnlk
gxnmnuﬂﬂaa ks il Daily official newspaper of the
rovisional G¢ wmcm s August 29, 1917, as quoted in

Browder end Eerensky, Documsnts, IIf 1572-73.
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APPENDIX 11
PROCLAMATIONR 3Y THE SUPREME COMMANDERmIN-UHIEP

“he Fremier's telegrem No, 4163 is in its first
portion & 1le throughout; it was not I who sent Deputy
Viadimir Lwvov 1o the Provisional Government, but he vanme
to me 55 the Premler's envoy, Deputy Alexls Aladin is
& witness to this,

A grent provooation has thue taken macy, which
Jeopardizen the fate of the Fatherland,

Feople of Russial

Our great country is dying., %he hour of 1te end is
near, Being compelled to come forward in the open, I,
General ¥ormilov, declare that, under the pressure of the
Bolshevik majority of the Soviets, the Frovisional Governe
nent 1s eodting in complete ascord with the plans of the
Germen General Staff, at the time when enemy troops are
landing on the Riga cosety 414 is killing the army and
ghaling the munémti.am of the country,

A grave pense ¢f the inevitadle ruin of the country
commands me at thie threatening moment ¢to oall upon all
Buselan pecple to save this dyiang countyy.

A1l you in vhose bresgt a Russian heart ig beating: all
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you who believe in God and in the temples, pray to the
Iord to manifest the greatest miracle of saving our
native land, I, General Hommllov, the son of a Uossadk
peasant, declare to all and sundry that I want nothing
for my own person, except the preservation of a Grsail
Mussia, and I swear to carry over ths people, by means

of victory over the enemy, to the Jonstituent Assembly
et which 1t will decide its own fate and choose the order
of ite new State life,

I eapuot bring it upon mysell 4o hand over Russia to
ite hereditary enemy, the German race, and to turn the
Rusgian people into slaves of the Sermans, Yut prefer
to die on the field of honour and battle, 80 as not to 3ee
the shame end infamy of the HRussian land,

Buggian people, the life of your counitry is in your
h&a&aﬁ‘

1 o |
Kerensky E,;nm.a 3o Rlshevlsn 181*&‘»3: Sovoe Jremis
Sepiember 11, i?i s 88 qaataé tn Go.é;r. Doounments, 52lw22

E.i. Martynov, Kernilov, 11011, as quoted un‘swawder and
end Kar@nﬁky,‘;:myaw;:v: Iix, l%?ﬁ.
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