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OUAPTER T
IN"RODUCTION

Since very o2arly times men have asked themselves ques-
tions about whet mekes men think and behave as he doss, and what
18 there that governs & man's soeial relationships with
another person.

For quite some time now psychologlsts have becn concorned
about rigidity snd its rolationship to ethnocentrlsm, HNost
gtudies in this ares have besn done over the last twenty
years, asnd have ylelded conflietling resul”s. Hany investle
getors have used lne clinical interview fo assess rigidity.

Some have “pled o measure 1t In torms of ability te handle

the Finstsllung or Water Jar Problems, Serious difficalties

have arisen, however, due %o the lack of agrzcment over
what constltutes rigldity, snd how it she+ld be drfined and
agsezsed in both a litersl and an ep%ratioﬁal AeNEC,

“pis investigation wrs designed to add to and clarifly,
gomewhat, the pesults of provious g udies concerning the
pelationship between ricidity and sthnosentrism, A mani-
fegt vrigldity <~ule, based on theory, wes 15ilized to clarify

existing confusicn over what conatitates rigidity.

i
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Theorstical Jonslderations

sordon Allport (i, D 0} in a study of the etiology
of prsjudics, maintained that there 18 no single adequate
tﬁméry of prejudics, but thot we are confronied with a prol-
lem  of multiple ceausation. e maintalins thaet the same
thing appliss to ethnocentrism in gensral. Allpori lists
gix dAfforont approaches from which to study the problem.

Tae six sporoaches sret 1. the stlmwlus spproash,
2, tho phonomencliogleal approach, 3. the aoproseh via papre
sonatity dynamies and struoturs, l. the situwational aporoach,
5, the aoeiowcultursl spproach and &6, the historlcal avprouch.

In the stirmulus approah ressarch cenbsre around the
nature of the atlmalus object itself, It deuls wiith the
basic issue in the gres of eothaocentriam, that 1z, the nae
tare of group differences., According to ~ilport, the ldes
here is thaet the closcr the facts are Lo the storoeobtype,
the less irrationel is the preiudiee (i, pe T)s  To Allpori,
this 45 the most basic of wll study types in the apsa of
aoclal paysi.0lopye

The phenamenologieal approvch deaks with subjective row
alitys 4t L8 & fusobtion of the stimulus situstlion, the neods
and Sratts of the individnal, ond the situationsl context,

e situablonal apnroach s the siudy of outer fopces
raslding, to & greater or lesser dopree, beyond the individ-

Lot nnd which ast uoen hin (L, »e Sle



"o eulturel sooroash stresses Lhe causeal depandenss

tutionalized oublats of ag poasion,.

The historicsl aparoach enphudised the nesd for hise
toricsl perspective ond baekground whieh lesds o » fuller
understending of the nobure of tho problem and how 1L cane
abot.

The lust ap poach 18 fron the polnt of view ol popw
sonelity dynenies and sirusiurs which Iavolves prodizposle
sdong of personallty and sttitudes. Thils last evproast is
a releilvely vecent one, but over the 1.3t twonbty ye.va 4%
iz the approach which has brought fordh tiw groutest ssount
of roggarch in tho arca ol gbhmocontplgn.

This invesbigabion w.s Dagod opimarlly upon personalitbty
drnamios and gitructure, but the thoory on woich this study
depunded could also be used in gtudies bused prisssdly on
one of b other Dive approochod.

Siinerd meintodns that fmplielt in & porsonullily dye
nenloes and siruchure aprreash iz tte coneept of abiltude.
gmdth (8, p. 516) agreos but poes furbher by naintaining
that ono connob go teo far in thoe study of attituden withe
gut dolving into thelr functlon In perconaliby. Saith notes
goversl weys in whieh ubtitudes ere ermmwshed in peracnalityl

ey nay refloct or express the sersonts senlral
valuen, (thelr vslue function)., They may sbow consisg~

teney with hiws charvacterlistic wuys of resebing, (their
econslstensy fuwnetion), or perhaps gratify, indireoctldy,



nis basic noeds, (their pratiflisation funetion). They
ey forv part of bBis atuonpi to conatruct Lor Llnsell
a stablo snd seaningful world within which he tan Qo=
deor ids 1ife, (thelr nscaning funetion). “inally they
may acrve to oxproas his fdentilication wlih and pro=

mote his scceptance by his favored awa%al arouns,
{thelr conforaliy fumctlon) (8, ne596],

Buged on these considoputions,; then, one would axpeet
tu Pind & difference in sthnocentrie sttitude betuwesn those
seoring dsh wnd fhose seoring low on & soaie of manifesy
plgidity.

In songidering tho history of thsory eoncernlny the
rolutionshilp botwson ripgidity and ethnocentrlsm, Allport
again et be eonsidoved. 2liport (2) fesls thubt pre jue-
dice na; souwilies be nildly conformative amd uwapreliusted Lo
pers.nality as a whole, bub morc ofven 1t 1g an ingepar.lble
purt of the perponalliy and tho life proccss. The povsonale
ity open o othnocentrlan and ebhmoessntric attitudes often
nas at iis root wn uadorlying problen of Insceurliy and
anxieby. The perdsn fs rigid boeauss he ls forosd Lo orge=

nize nis eititudes wel nis whole style of living ko £it uls
goxious and inscours condition. Intolerant fndividusls of-
ton ropress sesningly unresolvablo conflicts and this vlalds
gucih conseguoness a8 rigld worsiiasn, dichotosdgzation, a nosd
for dofiniteness, exbternalizutlon of ths confliet, and au-
shoritarianing {2, Dp. 395«397).

Ho othnotonbrie personility 1s ri o fd In nls werellen

Basausa of wmaolved confliecty frow widhing and hevlne te
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fight off impulses in himself. Thereiore, he cannot be
lenient with others. This moralism, to Allport, is tense,
compulsive, sznd projective.

ihe rigid person tends to dichotomige becausze of igile
ure to sccept the presence of both good «nd bad in his own
nature. 4 prime considerwtion of rigidity is scen in the
need for definiteness. 1hese people cling to past solutions
and are more given 1o perceveration which lezds to & cone-
striction of cognitive processes. lhe person luoks for &
well-defined hiersrchy where people are types and where
groups are not constantly shifting and dissolving. 7This
rigidity is related to prejudice or ethnocentrism, postulates
Alliport, because of ego-alienstion snd projection. The
rigid person camnot =ccept fault in himself nor iu the
group with which he identifies. Therefore he must extir-
nulize the conflict.

Essentially, the rigid person is one who, because of
his own needs and siructure ol character, 1s prone to de-
velop strong prejudices. "Bigotry is a psychological
eruteh” (3, p. 209). To Allport, bigotry is & crutch which
fulfills a protective and sedative funetion for the incivige
unl . Allport is somewhat confusing, however, in reference
to causal inferences. In one work he seeuws fto imply that
rigidity causes ethnocentrisw. In another, just the op.osite
appears to be inferred, Probubly allport sees the relstione-

ship as a viclous cirele in whtoh the presence of one iactor
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fpaters the growik of the othwr. The intorrsiablounship, of
courss, s infloenced by ouny othoer Jeeters which are not
gornunes Lo Lhis paper.

Adorao (L) found thot rigldity iz onse of the nest perw
vasive popsonallty aspocts of the prsjudiced individual, Ue
goog thiz as a sconsequence of the maintern:nce eof rigld da-
fonges o keop unascspbable impulsas oubt of consclouvaness.
Ay lopasning of the defonses brings the tureat of a brealw
through of ropresced tendencies, Sasieally wwodified in-
ghinetuel iwpulses lurk bensath tho surfase which tend Lo
nar oW the contaut of the spo so that 41t aust be constantly
on the lookoub, aAdormo medintaing thei ratloosl conirol
satonds only to & small sscber of the personalliy (1, op.
LI9-B30).  le sbateds

e idea ol a shayp ingroup-ouigroup dichotony
providad by our culture nukes 1t possible for the high
scorer o suporess the Ioared awvarsness of hie hostility
againat the prastige figures on which be is dopendunt by
dlgplacing 1t onbo weal grovpe from when no retalliation
poad be fsured. This smechanlism ensbles hls, furthomiore
to reondin rolatively uwnewsre of hls own peyehologienl
wonlmesses gines he now way feel guperlor to the soolal-
1y weskor groupsesse 1 rolative lask of dondividuetion

i compensated for by baking over oonvemblonal ¢liches

pad vulues. Higld sdheoronce to erulohes and substitules

of $his iind Ls found in varlous spheres of life.... In
oprdor Lo keop the balance under these conditions, a slne
ple, firn, ofton sterectyped cognltlve strveiure is ro-
guired, Thers is no place for emblvalenge or amblgud-
ties (1, pe LEO)

It 45 obvious that the theory of Jdorno lg very rush
the gwmo ag that of Slivort, Basieally ths rigld person

adoytn »ipid defenses in oxder Lo boop oul of conselousnsas
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his unacoontable lopulses.  Our oculbure allows him 40 Suppress
thy {eared guarones: of his boatillty by dizplacling 10 on weal
gubtgroupd. The najor diffosounce betuwesn Allport and Adorno

is Adornots inference ol w sausal relatlonship helwesn riglidie
by wnd othnocontrisn. Mgldity la Infeorred as playing & eau~
gal ole by sdormo, though he does not econsider 1C an only
DAUSO noy ovon, porheps, the most Lmportont in the develope
mant 08 presiundielal atiltudos.

Busd Lewin {7) eonsidersd pizidity in berms of hounds
ardes and barcioers (7, e 1231, Bounisries within tho pope
gon oxntibit dlffsrant dogress of dynanice penstrabllity, savs
Lawin, apd to these corraspond different degwess of inteps
dapenduney of roglong, or differont deprecsd of dynemie unlty.
T sopo pipid the boundary, the sroeaeter thse lorees noegessary
go oversoae thems & bBarvlor 13 & bouwdery zone which offers
razlatence Yo peysholopsioal lesometion (7, po. 1186-135)

The ascogaiability of o person can bs pepressanted by barelers
pf Giffovent strengths botweon the snvirensent end sertaln
inner wocdons of tho 1ife avunee (T, pe 13871

Mowln {6} dvsws soveral lopgloal fmplicaitions fpouw
Lewlnts thoorys.  Siepi, a woro pigld person doss not o=
gstrusture a {leld so seadily as one nol so ripdd, Scoondly,
phe mors ripid Ladividoel Lo less 1ikoly o be slonltunecualy
snfloaoenesd by more than one sot of envirvomsestel regions ab
any civon monent (b, 9. 270)s

freen (51 further Jdoveloped the theory to show that Ipkinte
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individual diffarenses in a norasl adult group. lewint's
goncspt of the 11fe zpase onvelopss the tobsllity of fastors
which doberiine the bshavier of ths individoel at & glven
samenty  Pieldity rofers Lo & provorty ol the hypothetlical
boundary belocon the innor pergonal reglons of the 1ife
spags, and sonagguently, to reapgions of the psysholopieal
pnvirenmont {5, »p. T8~T4)s  Lowin zeintalns that in ihe
higskdy ripodd 1ife spacs the boundardss aree hishly lupervaw
gble so thad the lunsr pevsonal reglong are pslatlively more
so-cocabed than An o legs ripgld 1ifs spase.  Algo, the aops

ricid the boundary, the slowsr 1z the sabte of terwion dls-

greater 1z the foree notesuury te produse
BBl nh .
Tels theory of boundsry rigldlty can ba sost helpivl

s intarproting the reluyilonship batweonn rigldity and othao-
eontriom.  In the firat placs the 14fo space of tho ilndivie
dusl is & subjoovive things [0 15 the exvironent, as peye
geived along with the porson, that constivutes the 13l gpsce.
Hoting whe peobleor of thoe ealssionabip betuesn pigldlevy
gnd ebinecontplon into topologleal verms fhenm, 1% can e said
that tho oigid porson has bullb up oarciors al eurtain bounds
arton of wno 1ife apaco, oo locounote throuph fhoss wrexs 1s
extoansly dirflealt. e rigidity will slse tend te eep the
diftorant roslons poelutivoly aors gapsrats and nalie oy shdiys

mora cifiienlt, she barvier urevonts Uhe rolvase of tenslion
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rarpose of the Study

oo purpose of this siudy wes Lo Anvootip te the row

&

iationshiy bobtueosn risidity and ethnocentyrismm, Previous
shudies &n vhis syvs hove tendsd to visld eonflioting powe

gulis, prinerlly becpusa of & laey of theory o whioh poe

*

sulis can be pelubeds anotihor factor conbribuiting to the

sonfusion s boon the fect thal thero hus boen laeclk of

%

agregnent ag to what constivubes »iglditye

&

Mharefors the purpose of thils invostigebion wus Lo add

to and clarily comwewhat provious giudies in his ares through

»r

the use ol & wooretlceslly basad scale of nordfest pigldisy.
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It was Tolt that, although confliel exlsts, thers appeared
o b gone sinllarity asong bobaviors deseribed by vaprlous
wWrlivers as showlng rigldity, whilch tiw test of bebavioral

rigidity sipht bo expevted to clarify through the use of a

sonalabent theoretical approagh.

Srpothenls 1 Thoss indlviduals who apre high in ethnoe
gonbtrlan will be found to bo signilficuntly bicher in omanifest
rLedddty then those loddviduels wiwo are low in otlmocentrigs.

Yhasre will be neo algndifieant differonce

betuweon nale and fswalo aublects and tholir seores of maniw
gt riglditye

Srpotipgis TIT Therc will be no signilicunt inberpao~

tlon bDetween thw sexoa and eihnogonirlisui.
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CHAPTER I
Rl TED RESEARCH

The rosearch ol Holeach {(13) 4is probably the beat te
date which haes coucerned 1tsell solely with generalized menw
tal rigidivy as o factor in othnosentelsns In one study
Boleash found a significant nositive rvelallionablp %@tu@ﬁa
stoneoentrian and rlgldity, a8 wswsuped by the abllity e

handle the Binstellunc, or Yater Jup Probleong, whish he de~

gorives a8 an sxporiment with aplibmoile probleus. e found

mothod of eolution on four oul ¢f flve eritis ) problers.

anothey woasure of ploldity wes conoretonsss, &8s msasured

by wse of seracch paper and vorballzetion of respongos.

Here, too, sipndficant differenses vore found whiech supoertved

the hypotiesis. Mo sex diflfevences were found {13, pp, 259-268).
In another sapseiment in whieh subjechs woro to get

fron gne losatlon te anothar on maps, Plve problems wore

devised ln which o set wus Lo be estubliabed wuleh would

not allow the use of dlegonal pathuwoys. ~ Thess were follewsd

by five epitical preblems solvebls by using or net using

diagonal shorteuts. Agaln Folkeowoh Pound that thoss georing

high on ethnocentriss tonded Lo be rwre rigid by not uaing

the dlagonal shorteout, 1.0., Dot changlng thelr set as often

iz
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a3 those aooring iow on ethnocentrism. Holtsseh concludod
that rigzldity 1o ethrmocontrlon ls aloply one sepeot of 2
gonerel pizldity feetor, e elso sooseludsd thav tha wode
of theusht ol the othoocentrle person 1 meore conorete, and
thoe wode of iy npo=etimecontrie porsen is ke abstract in
pature . {134 pp. 259=260),

in The Autheordtardan Personalliy the major hypothesis

134

was bhal the polivical, econenie, and socisl convietions of

e lncividoal fom: a beoad wod oohorent poutbem, and that

vepacnalliye This hypothosls wao gonarsily supported, ase
paclally in the weoa of pipidiiy, theou b tho uwse of blind

rabings of Intosyigws oud guostlonnelyrss, the Dulllfownis %

Seale sad che Callfcpnia ) Scales 1T woo oguoluded that
AR o3

.

the nigh zeorors on the gsaule of otimocontslan slao teaded

to roprosy mers (L, pe 5730

The rigid brosiz botwoon tho gonsclous and tho woe
conosolous layerg of the personslliy of the hich seorera,
as compayed with tae grealor fluldlty ol trensition and
ol dntovessundceatlon botvosn thoe difTarent popsonallty
sbraty in the lov scoprers, aproars o have the greatost
Powltoatinng for foele rosroevivse vorsonslitr pabiorns

(1, p. 479).

I weg «leo found thed oipdd dofonses vere bully uwp
spalinal tondencles tewurd fowr, woalmessos, pasaivity, sex
Lumpuls.a, sand a prossive feoling apsinsy asuthovritarisn
Pirvres.  The uost lsportont of the vipgld dolonses was Lhe
machanian of projsetion ihrough whieh the individual sx-

Lornslizod what could not ue acceptes a8 el of the spo.

0
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The high ethnocentric person wus found to possess & rigid,
simple, sterecotyped, cognitive structure in which there was
no place for ambivalence or ambiguity. Strong evidence of
the rigldity of mentsl set was found, and this seemed to
pervade throughout the personulity.

It was noted that wheress the extremely prejudiced indie
vidual often exhibits a rigid form of superficlal adjustment,
interspersed with some measure of psychoitiec mechanisms due
to the necessity of distoriing reality, the extremely un-
prejudiced individual gives evidence of u more flexible kind
of adjustment (1, pp. 480-481),

The highly ethnocentric person alsco tends to develop
highly restrictive and conventionallged conceptions of parents,
social status, sex roles, religion, and so forth. Yhese
ideas sre rigid and not open to change (1, p. 475).

It was concluded that ethnic prejudice and its oppousite
emerged a8 two distinet patterns of life, These were the
flexible und the asuthoritarian, overrun with rigidity.

In & study of Harvard, nadcliffe, and vartmouth students,
Allport and Kramer (2) found a rather large difference be-
tween the sexeg and their degree of prejudice. Males were
notably more ethnocesntric in atiitude than were ilemales. It
was alesc found that the more prejudiced person tended to view
the world as & jungle, had & fear of swindlers, and tended to

be authoritarian in hie outlook (2, p. 30). He is unable or



wowlliing to oyvpabnlee with the underdoy, velsets logles
1ative aboompts to protost adnoerliy groupd, and 1o not
ashanod of 3a owa proiwiles {2, pe 3

In & study on the rocia of prejudice peticrned altor
thet of Allpoprt, fosenblith (1L} stierwmted Lo slrengihon
the feasiblility of gencoulizing Allportits prosulis by a vep-
Licatlon of the study in a strildingly dilferont subouliure.

She Pownd excaellsnt coenfiruation of wmest of the Allport
and Eeasov Pindings. Sscentislly, zesulbs suowed lhat the
praindiced porson Yondod to think of vhe world as besically
ovil, Mere was alac & tondoncy to Msol that we nee’ ripld
Mueipline, wad that thers is vot enowgh discipline in owr
Amerisan way of life, Utier tondencles ol the pre hudiesd
individual wers Joar of frawl and trichksyy, =n inabllity to
fool ghase o $yapathise wlih the wanderdog, and o strong
tondency to stiek rlridiy to parontal tosehdngs (L, oL bl B,

«««««

Betilsheln and Janowlta (3), in thelr book, ihe Dypemies

100, G0 neb desl with pigldlty as sueh, but they do
point out thad omo of the oulsbanding shar.sterisiiss of the
prs fudleed porsonality 1 hias bondency to projscet oubtwwrd op
gxtornaline his oun hootllity feelings. They peluted sub
el these ars usually exseroulized oF projeoied upon groups
who sotiety considers inferior (3, op. L39-10].

sagsen (11) measured the poolel atvitudes of 1006 white

poys, bofors and alter intiooibe contact with Happross at an
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interracial camp for « pericd of four weeks. Mussen felt
that the results of the experimenti clearly showed that in~
timate contact with Negroes, in and of iteelf, did not bring
about a decrease in prejudice. kvidence in this study secmed
to indicate that sn increase or decrease in hostility was
related to personality structure, primarily the suscepti-
bility to change. UMussen also found that these high in prej-
udice had more hostility and wore aggression and dominance
needs (11, pp. 440~441),

Cowen and Thompson (4), in a study of psychological ri-
gidity and personality structure, using the Einstellung testi
to assess rigidity and the Rorschach to assess personality,
found that the rigid group had & signiticanlly poorer adjuste
ment. Personality factors which seemed to be related to
Einstellung rigidity included:

evelimited productivity and imagination, diminished
resuorcefulness, inability to perceive complex relatione
ships and to integrate constructively; a generaliged
suppression of emotional expression of both rich inner
creativity and interraction with the outer environmental
reality; ean inablliity and hesitancy to enter psychologi-
cally new situstions combined with uncertainty and leth-
argy when sctually in such situations; a tendency to

leave the field when the going gets difiicult; a resirict-

ed range of interests and narrower spheres of function;

and a poorer adjustment to society (4, p. 175).

In an investigation conducted during world War II and
designed t¢ study the relstionship between personaliiy traits
and National Socialist ideology, Dicks (5) found an extremely
high degree of feelings of inferiority and guilt, and strong

tendencies to project among Nari German prisoners of war,
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These findings seemed particularly apropos sinee the Nagi
party was one of the more ethnocentric groups of recorded
history. According to Dicke:

This trait category, (Projection), included para-
noid mechanisus from the upper limit of gross c¢linical
systematiged persecution symptoms and suspicion to emo~
tionally charged, extrapunitive scapegoat devices, self-
exculpation, bitterness, innuendo, and touchiness (5, p.132).
Dicks concluded that hate and rebellion sgainst the

super-ego had to be warded off in order to maintain the

self and authority as blameless and loveworthy. This wase
done by displacing all negative aspects away from the per-
son and the in-group authority, and attributing it to

"...the greedy Jew or the blood thirsty Bolshevik" (5, p.143).

Dicks also found that rigidity, guilt projection, self=-
Justification, and narcississtic bitterness were often nec-
essary to preserve the persopality (5, p. 144).

These studies would seem to be rather definitive, but
some serious guestions have been raised concerning the valid-
ity of the aforementioned studies in the area of rigidity
and its relztionship to ethnocentrism,

In & repeat study of the work of :Hokeach, Luchins (10)
cast some rather serious doubts on the validity of the
Einstellung, or ¥ater Jar Problems, as a measure of rigidity.
Luchins found that emotional and socisl factors influenced
the results, He also found that, while some subjects did
perseverate on the Einstellung problems, other'’s scores

could be attridbuted to ithe generaligation of & previcus



rule or on aemeption et the wethod denonstrszted by the
@ﬁ@@?&&wmaﬁx Wed B oong o be usod, Other confouwwiling
‘gotora oould have boan Lthot sors sublecis satsured thalt all
o Joes hnd bo bo utilized in the solubion when, In faot,
oo polntlons rogudred the use of only two jars) sone gube
jects nmicht simply not have sugneetsd trloke op Urleky prob-
lem. st duportently, uching guocsiions Jokogohts clalm

that tho gioliong wes & particulsr aspest of a peneral

#Leldity facbors. o poinsg oub that Rolwoch has no ovidenss

Ho book ur thle elalm. Duchine seens o have devonstpabad

ratbvr closrly that the Mostellung tost, as employed by

fBolsach, had rathor Jublous wvelus as o mongure of pigldivy
(10, moe 436=430).

Loviih and Jelon {7 8) east Turther doubt on tho va=
Wdity of the pstellime problens as a me-pure of rlgidity
in bwo dAffoerent caperinente. Un the bnais of their resulis
they coneluded that therc wes o simificant relablonship be-
tugon rizidlby scoros bDasod on Behavior wiih wolor Jar pros
blomg and ofimocenteluw: (0 pe 500).  Hor was thevs any kind

of simificent relcclovsiip bobucen scorcss on sxiinotion

fwr-ﬂ
i.Af

problons ond nousurcs of obhnocontriss {7, v 33,
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I 1983% Goodstelin (0} doslpmad a 2tudy bo lnvoatipate

the gonoral hypobbesis thut slgld pogple wlll bhave wore cope
slabont and oove axtreus soclal abtviituwliss thuan poople who are

oot #igid. Thpeo mwasures of pipiddty were wsed, Ghe Shipley
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Hertford Reipest 3eale, .nagras Frobioms, awd the Hnstolivog

problens,.  Joclel ablitudes wers wecsupred by Woo fhursbone

vhitudo seelcg, Goodstuin found no statisileally signifi-

cant pelolionahly eaong the thres bests ol i ldity wd no
sorvelablon betwoon rigldivy end extronliy of soclal stile
fuden. -8 alge fousd no relatlonanlp vowern sonslstency of
secial sbtltude wnd rigidivy (&, pe 352). Goodsioein ox-
plafood thast

_Afver consldoring thoe verious dupllc.tlong of these
WLty LT owoas “uﬁﬁl&%ﬁm u*w%, at thoe pessent tlme,
&; 7 doosa not sson to bve s uwselul intervening vapla~
im in ﬁlﬂﬁ%di*“; Lk r@im@i nushdipe beifucen the anfaw
sedent ceadiiiens and the sonvequent betsvior of normal
individurig, Walle maamﬁﬂ attitudes and intellestusl
sLoddity have doth beon defined in terns of h@aﬁviﬁ%ﬁl
eonsgisteney, this slodlu ”i‘w L defi: zitiém& Bioudd ws%::
e belen as prool of sinilevity iln proeess (5, . 352).

In a 1951-52 atudy of Cutholie eollepe students,
SlReilly {12} failed o conlirg nearly all of Gthe sbudlies
on perssnellty and stonocontrlion.  Hoe Jound wo pelullionship
belwoen othnosentrisn i fecling vickinmdusd es & uewber of
a wdnoriuy group, & Jungde philosophyr of 1ife, asuthorliariane
184, four of fraud, or g wiveoedug of papcalal attliudes
{1y De 307}

A study by Livaon asd diehols {9) oo the ganevallszabllivy

1

Fy w d PEG soalos had shoun thst ibhe

CAGy of these secales can differ doponmding on the natwee

LL

of tie revpondonts in the saomle {9, pe 17). Tasy havo alBo

ghown Shet itons of thess se.ies bave e difTerunt lnlerpraw

By e B0 e & g R e ey o e N L o e B " E R
sationg dn difesont peocra.nicsal locatlons snd diflerent
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sunnle Croupds  Thest were the sano sendes uytliliged in the
shudion on the sublworiterion personsliiy by Sdorpo, and

tiveen and dlonols wmintain bhat thoir resulis should gast
some doubt on the gencrallzsbllivy of somo of those studies

{9, . BAT=120 1.
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Subjecta
Tie populatlion weed in thile fnvestipgeilon was soleoted
fron s piouy of white freshoan and sophomore oolle ¢ gtudents
enrolied in Introductory educabion mnd peyohology couraes s
Howtn Toxas 3tete Univorslity. Yhe populabtlon totalsd ninety-
aly sublects of whon forty-elght ware women ard forty-elpht

ST L.

Hateriels

igagures of Iihnocentrisy

Tho stale geleobesd to daterdng the degres ol olhnonsne

brlun in Lhe subjects was thw Invensory of Dedlsfs (1), It

w.s davised under the sponscrshins of tle fAmerisan Souncil on
dhuociion by tho Jooporoitive 3tudy of Owalustion in Jenerel
Soucal lon, The lowvondory 48 composasd of 120 statoments to
widen oublosis ars gukod to roospond scsording to e four ooint
soecley atronply auroc, aorese, dissagmos, or atrongly dlsugeres,
Ihhmooantrien we. osgsosged by piving one polnt fop ecch agree
QP shoounly sorec wnawers, The lnventory was stundeprdized e
most entlively on colisyo studenty, and w.g therelope Lhougbl

E
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Lo e papliendarly oan corriats for this goudy,
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Measures of idanifest digidity

The scale selected to determine the degree of manifest

rigidity was the Self lescription Inventory (2). This in-

ventory was developed by braen in 1955 at Syracuse Univer-
sity. It counsists of forty-nine true-false items, measuring
four item sets derived from the Lewinian rigidity construect.
Interspersed among the rigidity itemes are the fifteen items
in the L scale of the MHPI. 5She higher the score on the test,
the more rigid the person is considered io be.

Braen deduced four theoretical statemenis from the
Lewinian topological definition of rigidity. The questions
in the inventory were developed from these sitatements., I
order to¢ control for any true-~false tendenoy on the part of
the subjects, sbout one half of the items were keyed true,
and about one half were keyed false.

The first theoretical deduction was that the more rigild
the person, the slower he would be ito change in relation to
the goal region. Juestions derived from this statement were
sald to measure Homogeneity-lHeterogeneity because they were
designed to measure variations in the traits of fixation,
endurance, persistence, and consistency. It was postulated
that the rigid person would mark the Homogeneity items itrue
and the Heterogeneity items false.

The second deuuction inferred that the more rigid the
person, the greater would be the stability of the inner

personal regions of the life space. Qquestions devised from
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this stetosant were labelloed Coheronce-inesherencs beganse
they were sald to measures & vardation in the tralis of ¢oopr-
dination, orsaniis.lon, wond congrones, The risld serson would
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Thase four iten sehs were approximstely evenly divided
into true and faloe items, and thero was an apwrozimetely
ggual nuiber of questions Lo noasure sach ivem set. The
guestions weore pandomiy dlstributed in the vest, interoporsed
with ihe T L soule,

Though somg guestion sdght bo ralscd soncernin - ihe
apurorriat-ness of the nancs sasigned each of the iten sels,
the trelt vari.cdlons seosured soemed o cover very well that
winich cuthoritiss oonsldor to constitute rigidity. The
prast advanbare 13 that all these tralts are measupred by one
Pest, and are all bazod on one thoory.

The test wus deslipgno: o be used to study differences
in @ noral adult group anc wWas standardlzed on undeprgpadue

abo ocollege atudeonls,

sabhod
AL the first of the olass poriod verbal instruvctlions

were slven to the subiscts, agsuring theo thab they wers %W

be piven guestlonnueirosn, not tests, and that thare were no
rlghd or wpony answors. Ib wes axplained thet thoe quesilonw
naires, in no way, vers o be thought of ss an agzssoment of
intelligonca, but were desizned Lo assess Low diflorant peonle
Poii aboui Aiflferent tolngs, aul how wall tho subliscts could
dosoribe $ongolvis. A8Surancees wers alseo glven that Jcoprel

had noshiling to Jdo with course ov dos.
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#Ho time 1iwits wors assimmoed, but subjlechs wers ubrged
to procosd as rapidly as pozuible on the Inventery of Bellefs
by vosording their firvs) lmpressionsg.

Subjocts were prescoted flpst wiith the Sell Deceripiion

Inventeory. After all subleets had finigshed, the Invontory

of belleis wus prassubed,

sbatistlical Troatuent
e relotioneunlp bebtweson nandlest rigldiivy and evhugvon~

tric attitude, as measured by the delf legepipticn Inventory

and the Inventor: of Oellels, was deterainad by tie Pearson

Frodust Cipnont Correlabion.

A& bwo by twe fectorlal desirn w.s tren set up Lo test
the reletionship betweon manilest »igldity and ethnocentrlss,
and o tost the releiisssihly botuween tho sexes and nundilest
ripldity.  The design swes also ased PO tust for intepre otlon
botuwcon e ool cthnecentrism,.

@b wnd low ettnogantele groups wers conshliinbed on

e - F BE g
the besiz of w modian splild
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sposantation of Data
The Pooruon Product .osent of geoprelaiion was used Lo
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Al hypotheses wore tosted by wowng of an anslysis of
variancos o sipnifieonce Lovel of 05 ues salablished 48
tha erlterlon for accertling Hypothosis Y snd for relecting
Hypotibwels T and Hypotnesls 17X

A mwmesary of toe anslysis of variunce for the zaxepinno-

sonbrim: oxporiment s shoun in Toble IX.
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Tabie IT lndisotes thad theve wes no signdlicunt
difrarencs bobwoen tho wang of e uppar axd lower halves
of the population ond thaet the bhigh and low ethnosentrie
118 not dllfer significanily in thelr dagroes of
manifont rlgiditys The Lipst hypoltvesis that: “hoss

tndivtdoaly who are hizk io ethnosentedsn will be found teo

W
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bo significantly bhigher In nanifest rlgidity then those in~
dividuals who are low in etinocentrisn, 1s therefore reject=
ed in favor of the null hypothesis.

table II algoe shows that ne signifisant differences
were evidenced bobweon male and female subjects and their
seores of wmanifset rigidity. The differences did appreach
statlstlcal significansce, however., The level of P was.l0.
Merther study might provide some insight into the meaning
and value of the ddfferences measured. Nevertheless,
Hypothosis II which states that there will be no signifli-
cant difference betwoen male and fewmale subjeets snd their
scores of manlfest pipgldlty 1s gcceptied.

The last roasults to be reviewed are thospe conecorning
dypothesia III: There will be no signlficant interraction
hetwesn the soxesn and ethnogentrism. The resulis shown in
Tablie II wreveal that no interraction exlisted betwesn ethno~
contrism and the sexss, and Hypothesias ITI is, therelore,

ageeptod.

Discusglon of Data
The posulis of this investipgation are somewhalt unclesarp
and are net outirely consistent with previous stuwdlies in the
arca, Resulis of investigstlons of the peslatlonship beiwesn
rigidicy and sthnocentrigm in goneral have falled to show
any consistent patisrn from social group to social group and

frou one geogravhical location te another, The resulis of
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be eznechted bo gorvslate pubiey hipghly with eipidity. The
othor type of prefudice 1z the typo which might be called a
more norael Type o profudlee as oppossd Lo the nore pathoe
loglenl varicety. If s porson prows up in a ewlture that
views some ethole sroups uwith groast dlsdalin, sven though he
may be hapyy wod esomparabively well adjusted, he lowrns the
noegsidve papeats of hils cultwro & well as the pesitive oneg,
This popscn can bo dovcribed, thopedors, wu nommlly pre juw
diced.

1t was folt thot 1t was pesjudiece of tha labier varloty
whalel gonfused Ui peaults of this loveasbigetion and othop
foveostipacions Like 1%, 10 wouldd soen thael patboloyisal
needudigo and nomual proudiee, thouch they ere of dAiflsvent
orloing, wouldd yield relatlivelr ouglvelent results oo prassnd
day sealsa of otiwmocentrian,

T4 con xiso Do nostulsbe  thut the more S culture and
the paegraribleal losation foster the growth of ethuscentrie
abtitaudes, the sore couniex the foactore pelgbed to sthosgoen-
tefem would boe  Thus 1t would boeore sore Ailfricelt Lo ase
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SrouD, out alse thoro lndividuals whosoe prejudics alght be
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oubor foroas pesidions bovond the lodividoal whlch eal woon
ime  In thio eazne we Mipd that alluationsl contexta, deponw
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This resesarch was underteken to investigate the rela=-
tionship between manifest rigidity and ethnocentriem. (he
purpose of the invemtigation was to add to and clarify
somewhat previous studies in this area through the use of a
theoretically based scale ol manifest rigldity. 4 two by
two factoriaml design end & Peuxson Product loment of Corre-
lation were used to analyze the data. The following hypothe
gses were investigated:

Hypothesis I Those individuals who are high in ethno-
centrism will be found iv be significantly higher in manifest
rigidity than thoase individuals who are low in ethnocentriam,.
Hypothesis Il fThere will be no significant difference
botween male and female subjects .nd tielr scores of manie-
fest rigidity.

Hypothesis IIl There will be no significant interaction
between the sexes and ethnocentriom.

Subjects were ninety-six {reshmen and sophomore college
gtudents, enrolled in introductory education and psychology
courses at North Texas Stute University. There were
forty~eight men and forty-eight women in the population.

The Self Description Inventory was administered to sub~
Jecta as & memsure of rigicity «nd the Inventory of Beliefs
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Wes udod Lo agsess obhnoconbrlsa,.  Seores wers divided inte
melo and fenule so! Bigh and low sthmeooniyic sroups. & tuwd
by twe faevoricl desipo uas used to Lawesbligate tie hypothos
sag, ond the Psarson Produst Boownt of Carpelabion waa algo
sonpuboed o ool Cho welablonsbiy botwesn nunifest pigldlby
gl otlnosentrle aitlibude.

I wue fowsd that bthere wad no simificunt relablonabip
betuocy rdglddiy snd slinocentrign in the populatlon waud,

%

; 2 b ey
Ho «lpnill

&

Loeont 2ilvepronces werae ound between mwlos and Pow
males and scovos oF mendfest rigldity nor wes there any
Inbtorraction bobtwson v s8szss and othnocentrism,.  The null

hyrnotioues wers aocopiod in all cusoesn.

‘..-)'

Tpon the posults of thils study 1t was postulated that
phw meladionshi - of o porsonality vardeble oueh ac ripgldliy
to obbnoocsniric atilibwde differs fn dAiferent cultuwral
sebbingy wd o Adllereas geoprepbloasl lcoevlons,  In wddis
tion, 1t wes postuloiod that the swore b sulivre and oo
cerapniosl loosilon lnduced eblmwocentric astivtude, thae nore
corpior vhe footors palatod fo ebiaoosntpisy would DLcoumD.
faaralore, 1L would be more Jdiffiewli te find signifioont

ralotions’ dlos bheuvweon o Deordon ity varlusble and sthnosontedsn

gines .o pabiolerlosl preisdice and tho normal proludlice,

though Mo wee ol diferont oripzing, vleld ggulvalent scores

on procent #eslon ol sLivmeuntrloiie



30

Lt wuz coocludod that suwdlos of the pelationship bew-
twaun personelity fuetors and otbnocenitrpiss sbould be broad
comprebenalve studies vtilising large preoups from differont
sub-oul owral aprouss.  Studios should use the elinicael inteps
view s much &8 poselble o ey to determine the Intsry obicn
of factors Infiuenclng thoe individusl to sdopt sthoocentrle
attitudos, 42 sany of Lllport’s slx approaches as possible
shoul.! o utllilzsed bo deternine rolullonaning.

Puptiher Invostigations of shls tyoo misht ubilize
dilferent wossures OF stvwmocendriss Lo detomaine whothop
thie rosuliy o tole lovestig.clon could he duplicabed. Yepw
hueps aone mothod obhor than splfweroport could be devised to
mpasare pllingcentriane. ufure studies might also concern
Uhamaslvon with $rying to find dif gronces bebtweon nomial
pro Pudleo wid prajudics oF (it muthologiend wiriety. I
ilfZerences could boe fowmd, the rolsifonsidls bebuscn ethnoe-
sortric. wid peroon. divy festore could bo wope eusily end

aBoUMLRLY assasucd,
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