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PREFACE

Even a eursory examination of the F?enahﬁ%arﬁ of Raw.
ligian will indleate that efforts to procure Eaglisn ald
ylayad & major role in shaping nguenmt stratﬁgyx The exw
| ys&%atian of English succour drove Louis Condd into ‘the
d ~ :ﬁiaaahraua Battle of Dreux in l562 and led Eenry of Ravarra

~Vfifwast to his great vietory at arquaa in 1589 end ta his ;if*ﬁ~

lﬁﬁﬁ aiege of Rouen in 1591”&592v Huguenot dmgandanea aﬁ

o England ralses such guestions ass why aid Elizebeth aiﬁ thﬁ

~<"pr¢tastants?; how effective was her aid in auataiaing Hanry
 ~faf Kavawre and the protestants?; éiﬁ the Queen ancamyliah har
‘Vpurpusﬁ asslsting the Huguemots? The last two quaﬁti@ﬁa have
5‘ﬁ  nav$r been answered satigraaﬁarily 1& either tha mnaagwaphw
| k&r gaﬂaral histories of the parieﬁ, 1néeaﬁ thev@ is n@ﬁ ana
| jatuay of the Anglo-Buguenot Alifance fram its bﬁﬁiﬁniﬂg in
- 1563 until its end in 1593 This thesis a%tempt& in gsome -
- maasura to bridge this gap. :
| ”‘” %h@ chief English primarv source 1is the ;g;gwfafr“ ﬂ;’
| nﬁ@'gggggg (Ferelen Series)s The main Frensh sources for
| 7f7thu period prior to Henry of Navarre's ascendancy sre E@ﬁtﬂ?
é$ la Ferriere's ke XVI° sisele et les Velois and th@ L
! l0izes of Michel de Castelnau, Francols la Noue, ang “lyg
 ??&3@@1$ Vieilleville, Particularly valuabla for the a%uéy

inzaf the Alliance after the rise of Henry is Berger de Xivrey's
| iv




collection of Henry's Lettires missiveg which is supplementad
by Plerre de 1'Estolle's Journal pour le regne de Henri IV.
Despite the absence of monographiec material on the
Anglo-Huguenot Alllance, there are many excellent sacondary
accounts which faeilitated this study. For an andar&tandiﬁg
of English policy from 1562-1593 the present writer consulted
James 4. Froud's ]

Elizabeth, John E. Neale's blography of Elizabeth, and
Conyers Read's blographies of her principal advisers, William
Ceell and S8ir Francls Walsingham.

In analyzing the significance of the Alllance to the
Huguenots, the Guises, and the French crown, the following
works were especially useful: E. Armstrong's The French Wars
of Religlon, James W. Thompson's Wars of Rellgion in France.

19599-1576, Hartha W. Freer's Higtory of the Belgzn of Henry
IV, Arthur J. Grant's The French Monarehy, and Quentin Hurst's
biography of Henry IV.

Denton, ?exas ,
August, 1958 Donald E. Reynolds



CHAPTER I

GENESIS OF THE ANGLO~HUGUENQT
ALLIANCE, 1562«1577

| Background of the French Religlous Wars

When Henry II of France dled on July 10, 1559, the
ascendancy of hig weak, young son Francis II touched off
a series of fratrieldal wars which lasted more than forty
years. During this struggle, France's most powerful noble
families contended for control of the thronme. The Guise
family emerged victorious, and drove its rivalg--the
liontmorency and Chatillon--from courts Defeated, the
latter turned to the raﬂical Huguenot movement, which was
opposed to the Catholic Gulses and which sought political
reforn as well as religious talaratianﬁi

The Huguenots not only provided the vanguished nobles
with the support of a vigorous new element in French so-
elety, but slso gave them a military organization built
personally by John Calvin and Theodore Besza to reslst
ﬁ@ary II's attempts to stamp out heresy, As more nobles
Joined the Huguenot econventlcles, the latier became military

cadres by which the local nobility protected armed mobs

1
N James W. Thompson, Ihe Wars of Rellgion in Frange
(Chicago, 1909), ps 9

1



2
which raided Catholic churches, By 1560 this alliance of
Huguenots and nobles had beecome strong enough to defy the
crown itselfs The Calvinist assemblies 1ln Rouen numbered
20,000, and when the royal commander there erected
gibbets to punish heresy, they were pulled down with im~
punity, although 5,000 royal {roops were garrisoned in the
city.g

Recognizing the revolultionary character of the new
movaﬁent* the government sought to suppress 1t by persew
cution. To mest this threat, the congregationsg realis-
tically relied more heavily on their noble protector than
on thelr Geneva-appointed preachers (much to Calvin's
chagrin)., The movement needed only a leader to beconme
completely nationalistic, and he was found in Louls
Bourbon, the rfirst Prince of Condd, who took the title
of Protector~General. With Cond€'s elevation, Calvin's
international organization became a French revolutionary
movement. Its preachers might look to Geneva for splre-
itual insplration, but 1ts secular hopes, alms, and
energles were concentrated in France.

After the death of Frencis II in 1560, the Queen

lother, Catherine de Mediecl, became regent, since Charles

2

He G. Koeningsberger, “Organization of Revolutionary
Partiss ia France and the fietherlands dariﬁ% the Sixteenth
Ca%furg,” Journsl of Modern Higtory, XXvVII (December, 1955),

3&&&&@




3
IX was a minor. GShe was far from being a dogmatic in re-
ligious matters as the Guise faction, and, with high regard
for the welfare of the monarchy, she tried to reconcile the
feuding factions. Francis, Dike »f Guise, however, null=
ified her efforts at mediation by massacring about six

hundred protestants at Vassy on March 1, 1%6z,

Hutual Benefits of an Alliance |

Although the Huguenois had gained remarkably in
strength in the 1560's, they still were no match for the
govermment and the Gulses. They needed men, munitions,
and especially money. Conde provided for the needs of the
moment by selzing the church wealth at Bourges, but the
future locked grime. On the other hand, the royalist couse
was deluged wlth generous offers of help from Catholie
rulers, The Swliss Diel offered 6,000 infantry and the
Duke of Savoy 10,000 foot and 600 horse, while Pepe Pius IV
promised 50,000 crowns @ month. The Huguenots recslved no
guch offers, vut Cond€ dld have two possible sources of
agsistance: Germen protestant princes snd Ingland. OF
the two, the latter seamed much the stronger, slnce Queen
Elizabeth was the leading protestani ruler of BEurvpe, and

for this reagon the Huguenots turned first to h@rﬁg

4
Thompson, Ihe Wars of Relislon in France, p. 152.

5
Mi y Do 144,



The Huguenot appeal to England, however, was not
based solely upon similarity of religion. The Huguenot
lesders, Camdé’ané Gaspard de Coligny, were forced to
deal with Eligabeth because royalist forces were sirong
in the Northwest, Jjust across the channel from Englaﬁd,
and Huguenot forces in thls area were insufficient to
defend the lmportant ports of Le Havre and Rouen. The
danger was real in the minds or the rebels that besleged
Rouen would fall if help were not immediately forthcoming.

Elizabeth, no less than Condej did not desire to see
Rouwen in the hands of the Guise-royalist forces. The
Gulses were uncles of Mary, {ueen of Scotland, who also
was a claimant of thé English throne. The Scottish Queen
had tsken the English coat-of-arms as her ownj and her
husband, Franeis II, in support of her claim, had ratified
the Treaty of Cateau~Cambrésis in 1559 with the signature:
"Francis, by the grace of God King of Scotland, England
and Ireland, ﬁau@hin of Framce,“? How Francls was dead,
but the Guises were not, and they showed every indication

of praessing Mary's claim to Elizabeth's throne. The French

6

Jules Delaborde, Gaspard de Colliszny, Amiral de
France (Paris, 1881), I, 150-151.

Iy

e
Heetor de la rerriare«?ercy, X¥i g&ﬁéig gt les
Veloig (Paris, 1879), p. 2l.



kérﬁwn, moreover, had not forgotten that Eligabeth had
driven the French from Scotland, |
. Ellzsbeth therefore haa reagon annugh ta f@ar Franﬁ&,
anﬁ it wes a logical step to help the enemles of Guise and
tha ?renah crown, thereby keeping thelr ansrgies too ocm
ﬁﬁpieé to be a threat to her, Finally, the Queen hoped |
tha» by helping establish a balance of pmwer within Francﬁ
'&he also might redeem the humiliating l@ss af Calai&
‘?ﬁanetioned by the ireaty of QateaumﬂambréQASQ [
,,:;'¥ But if it seemed politic to intervene in the F Freﬂeh
 ‘dmmastie diapate, it was equally expedient for Elizahezh
l:;ta avoid an all-out wars Though she hed made a good $tart:
‘f\hy‘axpﬁliing the French from Scotland, mllzahath had nat
f effaaed the unplaasant memory of Mary ?udor, and many f
if&nglish remained skeptical of female ssveraig&s; W&r with
1‘_Fwanae waula not enhance her popularity, %mra imp@rtaat,
,Snglan&'s finances could ill afford a aastly war, Elizabaﬁh
had inherited a & 200,000 debt from Mary whieh the war in

‘v‘baetlamd (1559-1560) had increased.g ir Rlizabath Waﬂtaﬁ
,ta baild a soivent economy, she would have tﬁ avoid any

allecut war effort im Buropes The Guisa degigns upon

N SJ. Bs Neale, L1
1581 (London, 1953), D

9
,MQ’Q Ps 295,



6
England were primarily responsible for inducing Elizabeth
to send help to the Huguenots throughout most of the re-
1igiaua wars, but her perennial financial embarrassment
forced her to glve Just enough to keep France involved
with internal problems, at least uatil l539m16
Bullding the Alllance

When civil war broke out in France in the ayriﬂg‘ﬁf
1562, Coligny and Conde had lmmediately contacted Elizabeth.
4lthough the English Soverelign could ill-afford s fullwscale
war in France, her own security required that she send subm
stantial ald to the Huguenots. In mid~April Jean de
Ferriers, Vidame de Chartres, and later the Duke of Aumale
were sent to negotiate with England, Altﬁ&agh«theirﬁxssian
was secrety it was soon discovered by the French royal aam-
basﬁadai, Paul. de Foix, who reported the negotlations to
Catherine de Medici. She, in turn, dispatched Viéilleville
; in an attempt to dissuade Elizabeth from fﬁmming'an glliame@
| with the French heretiaa.ll Elizabeth finally got rid of
‘VQéiilé%illa by promising that she would send nelther men

nor money to the Huguenots, an&, upon his request, she even
12

pmt this vew in a royal writ.

ml“errﬁww’emm Ls X¥1°sidcle et les Valols, pp.46-47.
.‘le“ P« 724«

g, Book I of W eollection
4) y PDs 318, 319.




7

After Viéillé%ille‘s departure, however, negotiations
with the Huguenots continued, though slowly, for Elizgbeth
never hurried when an expenditure of money was involved.
It appeared, moreover, that 1f she walted a while the
Huguenots might become desperate enocugh to yleld Calais,
Her ambasgador to Paris, Sir Hicholas Throckmorton, suge-
gested on July 12, 1562, that she might take Le Havre as
collateral until Calals were recaptured, but on July 23,
he urged her not to lose time, since the Huguenot cause
had become desperate.

Throckmorton's apprsisal of the situation was all
too true. In the absence of any foreign assistance, the
Huguenot position steadily deteriorated in the summer of
1562, Coligny and Condd had hopad to aveld a cession of
French territory in return for English help, but now such
a measure seemed lnevitable. The Huguenots finally agreed
by the ‘ireaty of Hampton Court, signed in early September,
1562, to cede Le Havre to the English until Calels could
be captured and exchanged for it. The Gueen for her part
promised to send 70,000 crowns to Germany for relters,
and to dispatech 6,000 English soldiers to defend RHouen
and Diéppa,l4 Another provision of the alliance stipulated

13Ferri%re~PeraY, Le XVI® sidcle st les y be 72
and Thompson, The Wars of HReligion in France, p. 104.

14 ~ 8 Ve . :
Ferridre-Percy, Le XVI siécle et les Valols, p. 74.
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%hat.Englamd would neither c¢onclude a separate peace with
the royalists nor accept Calals from Catherine de ﬁaﬁiaﬁ
without the consent of Condé and caligmy.lk

Englisgh protestant opinion had been aromaaﬁ by Guise's
maﬁsaara of innocent Hagnenmta. In an effort to obtain
papular approval of her foreign policy, El&aabeth’igsﬁéd
th&@a pteclamatisna Justifylng thg Ireaty of Hampton ﬁaﬁrt,
?@rét, she declared that the English axp&ditienvwas bging‘
sent for the sole purpose of r&aeuing Charles IX fwam‘the,
#i&téhaa of the Duke of Gulse. Next, she alleged that the
éhi@r reason for ocenpying French territory was that
ﬁﬁgmand #ﬁﬂlﬁ be threatened 1f the Northwestern Fr@néh |
- ﬁéﬁts fell into enemy hands. Finally, the Queen asserted
o zhgz,ana wanted to insure liberty of ennaa;amae in @:anaaulé
| $£“Was, she stated, "not a war on France but only one for

o 17
religlon.®

English Aid to Coligny and Condé
While proclaiming half-truths at homey, Elizebeth
was no less deceptive in her relations with the warring

factions in France. EV@& after Le Havre was mennpiad by

] 'Iliai . stene, “queen Eliiabe%igﬁgix%tga Revolution;
er Intrigues w e Huguenots Bublin Review
CXIIT (July, 1893), 599-635. ’ N

B 1&1@@?1;?., P&al%grgé %ﬁg W of melang
%&i;&i% fhe "f dcal History %x Egﬁ;gg? edlted by —
wzlligm Hant and ﬂeg nald Foela, 2 vols, (New York, 1910),
Pe 240,

17,. . F. Robinson, "queen Elizabeth and the Valois
Princes,™ English Historicsl Review, XX (1887), 40-77.




9
English troops, Sir Thomas 8mith remained in Paris as

Elizabeth's ambassador. In order to establish s liaison
with her new allies she contrived to have Throckmorton
“captured" by the Huguenots and taken to their stronghold
at Grleaﬁsilg The raison 4'etre of Elizabeth's intrigues
wasy of course, her desire to avoid e full-scale war with
France+ Only in the Northwest were her interests really
affected, and she wished to confine the operations of the
BEnglish army to this area. It was a tight rope that she
walked, eiding the enemies of the French ecrown, but sghe
walked it well until her own allies ecut it.

~ The treetment of the royalist diplomat, lichel de
Castelnau,; by the Earl of warwick, English commander at
Le Havrey illustrates how Elizabeth attempted to keep the
good will of Charles IX. Warwick offered Castelnau his
freedom 1f he would tell the King that the English had
no purpese other than that of helping his Majesty bring
peace to his war-torn realm. Castelnau agreed to take
the message, but, as he oynically remarked in his mémoires,

only because it offered him a means of escape.’

18Mamairsa ae Qaatlenau, Book II mf lﬁwfﬁﬂ@ﬁ

BLE wd i B ﬂ g& . ¥
* Mo Miéhaud %Par%s, 18¢

Es Armstrong, Zhe Exgﬂgn Yars of Reld

| gion (London,
1892}; Pa 2711 :



10

In promising Calais to England and giving Le Havre as
an hostage clty, Condg¢ and Coligny had gone too far. The
French naticnal conscience was shocked that a part of
France should be given to her traditionsl foe. The Huguenot
leaders knew, of ecourse, that thelr concession would be
unpopular, but there 1s evidence that they expscted that
the promised ald, so desperately needed, would give them
the upper hand in the war; once victory was achleved, they
hoped to prevent a permanent cession of Freneh terrltory.
If this were, indeed, thelr reasoning, they miscalculated,
for, as stated above, Eligabeth did not plan to give them
the libveral ald they expeataﬁ*ga

The Huguenots soon were disilluainnedg Although
Eligabeth sent Warwick with her fleel quiekly encugh, he
made no serious attempt to relieve Rouen or Dieppe in ac~
cordence with the Treaty of Hampton Court. HNot long after
the Znglish troops had tsken Le Havre, the Vidame de
Chartres wrote Willlam Cecil, Elizmabeth's first secretlary,
of his disappointment that the Queen allegedly had no lnten
tion of relieving Rouen, and he begged the royal treasurer

to convince her that the need for sending ald to Dieppe was

FarriérawFarcy, Le XVI° sigele igsy pe 78




11
great. He closed with the gloomy prediction that Hormandy
probably would fall, since ingland had falled the Hﬁguan@tﬁ%

45 winter approached, Conde and Coligny were being
tempted to abandon thelr parsimonlous ally. Slnce
strategic considerations demanded that he take Rouen before
Le Havre, Gulse gought to avoid a long and costly seige by
treating with the Huguenots. Elizebeth's representative
in the Huguenots' camp, Throckmorton, warned the queen
that her selfishness would have dire conseguencess ©She
would not listen, and Cond€, though he made no deal with
Guise, began to percelve that Elizabeth was not really ine~
terested in the Huguenot cause.

The Huguenots, however, persisted in the belief that
the Bnglish would help them in Normandy. The English come
mander at Le Havre fostered this belisf by sending a force
of over 900 troops up the Seine to Rouen. The venture was un-
fortunate: the expedition of six ships was attacked 1n route,
and 250 men were massacred, eighty after they had been taken
prisoner. Only 600 men reached Rouen; the rest were forced
to return to Le Havre, Aafter this misadventure, there was

no further English attempt to relieve Rouen, and it fell on

Jam@s A+ Froude ; fﬂ*”ﬁ”j ‘ yﬁﬂﬁ ﬁ§;&
Q§7%%%§§% %% | “ﬁgﬁﬂi -&ﬂ~wrwéﬁaﬂgéé%iandan,



m

Oetober 26, 1562, Hone of the English who had fought thelr
woy into the besleged clty were &%ﬁfﬁﬁﬁgﬁ

after the fsll) of Rouen, it became increasingly obvious
to the luguenots that they would heve %a\a&kmiﬁ o the
guperior strength of Gulge and the erown. Condé ond Coligny
imploved Ellszebeth for more help, but she @matiunad to dew
lay, «ith the onset of winter, the situation of the rebels
worsensds Condé's troops, unpeid end Llleeguipped to sit
out the winter in Normendy became mutinous. Finally, on
Decamber 9, 1562, Condé, who had been near Parls,; marched
his ragged troops west in o desperate effort to Join the
Hoglish at Le lavre, Approaching the village of Dreus, |
he found the way blocked by the forces of Guise which
nambered 16,000 to his ?,ﬁﬁc.ga In the face of these odds,
1%t seemed foolish to engage Guise in battle, but Condé was
desperate. bLgelnst the advice of Collgnyy he tried on
December 19 to cut through Guise's army.

Condd's first charge elmost swept the fleld, but Gulse's
troops rallied and turned epperent defeat into viatmwng4
it was a bloody affray; some eyewitnesses gstinated that
9,000 dieds Condd himself wes captured, and Coligny lost
most of his aagE§%e¢ spcaping with & decimated aramy of

matinous rell SLE»

m‘xﬁm{gaxm, The dars of Heldglen 4
23Ipides pPe 177-1584
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The Battle of Dreux sounded the death knell for the
first Anglo-Huguenot alliance. On J&nﬁary 24!‘3563,
Qéligmy, who commanded the Huguenot foém@s after the capture
akacnéé; warned Elizabeth that he nmust have m@ﬁey to pay
his German troops. Since Throgkmortmnfhaﬁ intinated that
'Eﬁgiané hed intendsd its treaty with the Hugueﬁéts ta
\apply only to Hormandy and not to the genaral war effart,‘
| 8 r&cmnailiatimn between the two French factians was now &
' :jpﬁssibilltfmzﬁ The pelters demanded thelr back p&yg and ‘
»'Qmiigﬂy feared they would murder him if he ﬁié not dme ,
mediately pay them, Understanding anligny 8 pra&iaam&nt,
‘;Thlizabeth nade @ belated effert in r@bruary o regain tne
gﬂéﬁ will of the Huguenots by sending B 8,3@9 te G@ligny -
Whﬁ was at Caen in western Nermaﬂ&y.,7,
. It mas a case of "too little, t0o late,“,fbr “the
 amaunt hardly was enough to sclve the fimancial;and nat-
p@wer problems of the Huguenots. &4t b@gt it*céul& s&rﬁe:
as a temporary reprieve from imminpent éiaast&r, Coligny
cmnﬁimnaﬁ to press Por gubstentisl ald, aandlnw anathar |
mission to Englands Wnen he pled with Warwick for 2,000
1men, the English commander promlsed anly five or six |
. hundred and 4,000 pounds of powders mm a ‘viw to )

103," P rerritre-rerey, Le KII® sidele st ;L,gg Yalod @',‘ i

NI S
L%4 1 3 B
3

27 ppompson, The Hars of Relieion in France, p. 188.
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besgieging Caen, Coligny called for more munitions and two
 or three hundred lances, which he claimed were rusting use~
lesely in the magazine at ﬁavra.gs Warwick, however, hesiw
ta?e& to disobey his instructions whieh forbade him to |
sp§eaa his forces; moregover, the brutal slaughter of the
English prisoners taken at Rouen, made him‘raluctant to
asiccede to Coligny's reguest.

The Peace of Amboise, 1563

It was under these straitened clrcumstances that the
Huguenois began negotiations with the French crown for a
cegsation of hestilities. I{ may be asked why the royal
forces were willing to negotiate at alls After the fall
of Rouen and the victory at Dreux, could they not have
erushed the Huguenots? The most important reason for wante
ing pe&ee was to get the English out of France, before they
could obtain a solid footholds This objective was far more
im?artaat to Catherine's mind than the religlous feud which
was threatening to split the realm. A&lso, although the
King had recelved more aid from abroad than had the
Eﬁgnénats, his army was far from living im comfort. Money
was gcarce, and both sides were tired of fighting;ag The

28
| Ferridve-Percy, Le XVI° gidcle et les Valois, pp.

29
Ibids, pe 118,
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imprisoned Cond¢ began negotiations with Catherine, and by
mid-March, a wmagnanimous peace had been coancluded by which
the c¢rown allowed the Huguenots to worsihlp in one town in
each baillisge in exchange for thelr help in driving the
Engiish from Le Havre.

On Hay 5, 1563, an English agent informed Cecil that
Condd was planning to justify himsel?f before Elizabeth by
denying that he ever had agreed to permit BEnglend to occupy
Le Havre until the restitutlon of Celais. Cecil's 1o~
formant correctly atiributed this scheme to Catherins.

It was plenned that after the Vlidame de Chartres had de«
livered Coandéd's note and had lert England, the latter
would epnotnce he hed known nothing of the infamous ar-
ticle that allegedly promised Celals to the Engllish. On
the otber hand, 1f the Vidame de Chartres refused to take
part in. thls deceltful schens, Condd was preparved to throw
all the bleme upon him*ag

| In mid-iay, Elizabeth threatened Lo publish the treaty
in its entirety if the Huguencts mnede gommon csuse with the
royalists in a march on Le Havre. Condd, however, knew that

England would not dare publish the treatly which would reveal

30
Charles Marchand, "Le traitd des Huguenois avec les

inglais en 1562," Réyue des guestions historigues, LXXVII
<19&5), 101200,
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her conspiracy, and cancel her right to reclaim Calais under
terms of the Treaty of Gateaumﬂambr@sigaai |
When informed that the Treaty of Amboise had been cons
cluded between Condd¢ and Catherine, Ellzabeth berated the
Huguenot prince for not notifying her of the yéﬁﬂiﬂg peace
agréament in mecordance with the Ireaty of ﬁamptém Ganrtgsﬁ
: quilate Glizabeth learned that the Eugaeﬁeia would follow
political ek@adiancy if she pursued thg national interest.
 gondd blamed the ﬁugaenet‘miaimte?s‘fer intargématiﬁg
the Calais clause into the lreaty of Eamptaafaéurtq These
ﬁiﬁist&rs, Gondé piously insisted, had no authority to
gaké such a eoncession. Coligny even assagﬁaﬁiahat he did
not learn of the imterpolation until later, since he had
nee¢ded money so badly at the time that he and his whole
eouncil had signed the treaty without reading i£;33 The
Huguenot leader's explanation, ragar&léas of its merits,
paved the way for a reconciliation of tha royallists and
Huguenotss On July 22, 1563, the siege of L@‘ﬁavr@ hegan.
Vidilléville, Marshal de France, warned Warwick that no

- 3,
. BzEliaabath to Goaﬁe, Hareh 26, 156 in Ferridre-
Percy, Le XVI® sidele et ies Valois, Pp. 115, 116,

' Qsln;ﬁ., ps 135. GSome Fraach hiatoriana have accepted
.this statement at face value; yet it is difficult to belleve
that a statesman of Coligny's staturse would have committed

such a blunder.
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Englishman would be spared if the elty had to be mtarmadq}4
In view of the previous slaughters of English prisoners by
the French, Warwick's courage ln refusing to surrender was
remarkable.

But where threats failed, slege guns, illness, and
lack of support from home succeeded. During the slege,
which lasted but twelve days, ﬁhe French lost only forty
men, Filthy conditions within Le Havre had caused the
plague to spread so ravidly that by July 30 Werwick ese
timated that he wasg losing five hundred men a weely Desplte
these heavy losses, it is doubtful that the English would
have surrendered s20 soon had they bsen reinforced. Al=-
though Elizabeth dispatched & fleet under Admirsl Clinton,
it arrived too late. Even as 1t appeared before Le Havre,
the clty ﬁﬂ?iﬁﬂl&t&chg Harshal Vigilléville, however, did
not carry out his bloody threat, but permitted the remnant
of the English army to sall home.

English intervention in the French war of 1562-63
demonstrated thst the French Huguenotsg would honor their ob-
ligations toward Elizabeth only so long es it was politi~
cally expedient. It also was:appar@nt that Elizabeth's aid

to the Huguemots could not be decisive, even had she desired

"z

34 ' :

‘? Pe 350

35 o
Perridre-Perey, Le XVI® sidele et les Valols, ps 151,



18
their vietory, because England could not compete with the
wealthier Catholic powers. $Spain, for example, contributed
much more than Elizabeth in the first religlous war*aéﬁhis
realization prompted Elizabeth's future pollcy of giving
just enough help to the Huguenots to keep the rebellion
smouldering, thereby diverting the attention of the anti~
English factions in France. Another result of the English
fiasco was a future reluctance on the part of the Queen to
follow the advice of the radicals in her council who ad-
vocated vigorous support of the Huguenots. %This war had
been Robert Dudley's and that of his partisans (his
brother Ambrose and his brother-in-law Sir Henry Siﬁaey).B?
In the future the Queen would listen, but in the final
analysis she relied upon her ouwn practical good sense.

ilizabeth never forgot the lesson in economy she learned
from her first French venture, and it was twenty-six years
before she agaln contributed substantlally to the Huguenot
cause. Her annual revenue amounted to only & 200,000; yet,
she had spent & 750,000 on military expenses alone from 1558
to 1563 (two thirds of her regular income for those yaars).38
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Flizabeth was forced to liguldate her debt by reducing court
expenses and selling some of the crown estates. At the end
of 1563, she dispatched Thomas Smith takFraneﬁ to gecure re-
payment of the 100,000 erowns loaned to tha Huguenots.
Coligny promised that the debt would be repald, since bhe
French Crown had assumed the debts he had incurred in the
recent war*Bg

Despite English losses in the war, both in men and
money, Elizabeth, at least, won the respect of the French
Qnéaﬁ Regant, s factor which became iﬁereaaiaglé important
in preventing Franco-Spanish eollaboration against England.
Gathsrin@ was impressed by the energy and strength
Elizebeth had shown in outraging the champilons of Mary
Stuart in 1558 and 1562. Such a strong monarch would make
a useful ally, Catherine thought, and in ?ebrdary, 1565,
ghe proposed that Elizabeth marry Charles IX. Ellzabeth,
while she did not consider the match ssriously because of
religlous and age differences, saw ia this negotiation a way
back to good relatlons with ?r&naaqéa

The war formally came to an end in the latter part of

1564 when a treaty was signed which returned to Ellzabeth

39 e .
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the 120,000 crowns lost in the French venture in exchange
for England's relinguishing her eclaim to Calais. When,
at the beginning of negotiations, Elizabeth demanded
506,&90 erowns, her old ally Condd, who had been restored
to the royal council, advocated active war.

The Edict of amboise, which reunited France wes based
upén'a mutual Huguenot and royalist desire to rid France of
the English. Hed the King carried out the Treaty's liberal
'pravisiana with sincerity, it is likely that war would aet
h&vﬁ resumed. Unfortunately, the two factions had nat
#aﬁ%lﬁé fundamental grievances. At Bayonne in 1965, Gatheriﬁa
amnferrad with the Duke of Alva, Spanish governor in the
Katharlaadﬁg and lmmediately was suspected by the French
pratastaats of conspiring with Catholic 8@&1& agai&st thair
welfara¢ The Queen Mother's change in policy towsrd the
'ﬁuguﬁnats confirmed this opinion in protestant minds, though
Qé&ar& historians have disproved the existence @i any con~
| apiracy. Catherine's new policy was developed quite apart
from the Bayonne Conference, She had hoped after Amboise
ﬁhét a beneveolent poliecy would slow the ?rat&at&nﬁ mnovement
iﬁstﬁaﬁ, it had caused the Huguenots tnifl@urishw In order
_56 5$em the growing frietion betwaén Catholics and protestants

over the Peace of Ambolse, Catherine desperately turned to

41 -
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more stringent methods of dealing with the Huguenots, and in
§o ﬁginﬁé she disregardsed the tolerant provigions of the
Ireaty.

The Huguenots reacted to Catherine's disregard of the
Eﬁi@t by teking up arms; however, this second war lasted
Qﬁly a few months. The Huguenots depended chiefly upon the
Calvinist Duke Casimir of the Palatinate, who, unlike
Elizabeth, believed the French eivil strife had a p&raiy re-
| iigiaua bagle, and he intended to assure vietory for pro=-
taswantism in Prence. The Palatine Prinae imvédeé France
with 6,000 rgiters which did little harm save to the
aauntryaiﬁ$a4 |

" The protestants were defeated deaisivsly‘at 8te ﬁﬁnis
on November 10, 1567, but they won the peace when the erown
pﬁémised by the Peace of Longjumeau of February 23, 1568,
fa‘iaapeat the Edict of Amboises The Pesce of Longjumeau
ﬁaﬁ,amnaiéaxed only a truce by both sides, hawavér, and
the sechism remained unhesled. War broke out again after the
weak government, yielding to Catholic pressure, formally Te=
voked the Ediet of &mbaisa»in September, 1568,

42
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Elizabeth was interested ia the French civil strife
of 1568-69, because Mary, Queen of gcots, who was her
prisonsr, had an heir, and the French still hoped to place
either Mary or her son on the English throne. Under these
fméehading&ciraumataneas, Elizabeth forgot Condé€'s betrayal
at  Amboise, and the two concluded an agresment on December
6, 1568, by which she consented to give ald in return for
'  éait, wool, and all the precious metals cobtained from
@a&kﬁ& churches and monasteriess |
 slthough Huguenot merchants at La Rochelle exchanged
‘églt and wine fsr gunpowder, and Huguenot privateers were
'ga?ﬁ&ttea to use Plymouth as a market for their spolls,
'mﬁst of the English ald was more covert, for Elizabeth
&amt&é to stay on good terms with Fraaeea45 While Sir Hanry
ﬁmrris, English ambassador to Paris, protested English ine
ﬁécénca at the Freneh Court, and the Queen herself insisted
ﬂﬁhat England had no interest in FrenuhAaffairs,’?rivaﬁeewa
thronged the channel, Huguenot refugees were welcomed to
Eﬁgl&nﬂ, English "volunteers" were landed at La Rochelle
and in Brittany,4znd English vegmels brought gunpowder,

shoes, and arms.

o 4437, M. Stone, "Queen Elizabeth and the Revolution;
the Preparation for Saint Bartholomew," Dublin Bevlew, CXV
(Octover, 1894), 358~38%.
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But with her money, Elizabeth was less free. In
July, 1569, Eligzabeth advanced & 20,000 to the Huguenots,
taking as security Jjewels, worth many times the amount ad-
venced. The help of English corsalrs, which fell in with
Huguenot privateers in Spenish waters, was even more effec-
tive than flizabeth's loan, for the French protestants may
have seilzed as much as 300,000 livres from Philip II's
shipsv47

Elizabeth's support saved the Huguenots in 1568-69.
Charles IX controlled most of the towns and river passages,
and his plan to bring about & Huguenot collapse from sheer
exhaustion of men, money, and munitions might have succeeded
had it not been for Elizabeth's dlscreet suscenr.48 Even
though beaten at the Battle of lioncontour in October, 1569,
the Huguenots still had the strength to continue {ighting,
thanks to Elizabeth's intervention. It was the French Crown
which finally was forced to sue for peasce. Having almost no
tax revenue with which to ralse and pay troops, Charles IX
in the Peace of St. Germain (August 8, 1570}, was forced to
accede to all the protestants' demands: full religious free-
dom, eligibility to hold all public offices, and general am-

nesty.

47ﬁ@lab0rdes Gaspard de Colizny, Amiral de France,
111, 81, 82. _

48
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The Massacre of Saint Bartholomew's Day:
hugnst 24, 1572

Although the French kingdom was fipancially exhausted
and still faction-~ridden after the Feace of St. Germain,
Catherine de Mediel had been strengthened by the first four
religious wars in one respects one by one her noble rivals
had been exterminateds. By 1570, Anthony of Ravarre,

Franels of Guise, the Constable Hoptmorency, and Louls Condé;
2ll had died in battle or at an agsassin'’s hand. They had
left thelr sons, but the new generation's time was not yet;49
There remalned, however, one of the "old guard," Coligny,
who was more of a threat to Catherine than all those who had
vanished from the scene.

| Coligny's power following the Peace of 8t. Germain in-
creased remarkably., The impressionable, young Charles IX
greatly admlred the old Huguenot's great dignity and wide
experisnce, and there developed a close friendship betwean
the curiously dissimilar pair,y Charles expressed hls friend-
ship for Coligny by making him Admiral of France, and in
this capacity, the latter was able to inaugurate hls cone
troversial anti~Spanish policy in the Netherlands where the
prmt@stantskwara in rebellion against Spain. Coligny felt
that & natlional war on her traditional enemy would weld

France's factions together, and he contended that such a

49
Js Hs Ms S8almon, "Catherine de Medicl and the French
Wers of Religion," Higtory Joday, VI (May, 1956), 297-~306.
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war would be 2 good way for the French to rezain some of
their old prwvimmés, new under Spanish rules

The old Admiral had reason to count upon help in the
war he wished to ineugurate, for, by 1572, Elizabeth was
demonstrating a strong desire to build better relations |
with France, and she was using an old technique to achieve
them: merriage negotiations with the Duke d*Alengon,
Charles IX's young brother. Flizebeth hoped the marrisge
ﬁagatiaﬁiona would serve two purposes. First, her alleged
gffort to marry would de-emphaslze the danger of her dvar*
throw, an issue raised by the recent Bldolphi plot, and
show Parliement that she wasg making an effeort to provide
sn helr, thus diminishing Mery's lmportance. Secondly,
Elizabeth hoped that better rglatimns with France would dias-
courage Spain from going to war with England over the per-
ennial religlous issue, English selzures of Philip's
treasure, the imprisonment of Mary, Queen of Scots, and Enge
land's interference in the Eatharlanda.gg

The marriage talks were Elizabeth's prelimlnary to an
alliance with France. Althaugh Charles IX had opposed
an Anglo-French alliance, the revolution in the Low
Gountries and Admiral Coligny's persuasive powers had per-
suaded him to fevor such & liaisen. On April 19, 1572,
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Bngland and Ffrance concluded the Trealy of Blols by which
each nation vowed o come to the other's aid if either were
attacked because ol religlon. After the tréaty was signed
Eliﬁaheﬁk discontinuad negotiations with Alengons If en-
forced, the treaty stood to profit the Huguenots as much
as the Irench Crown since it would divert (he attention and
energy of the King from the domestlie religious quaﬁtiaﬂ~51

Elizabeth also pledged herself to contribute to the
Freach offensive in the Hetherlands, since she sew the pos«
» &ihility of keeping Spain occupied snd, at the same tims,
' ﬁuﬁhiag Philip II agelanst France. The Ireaty of Blois
ﬁaant a triwmph for Coligny and his anti-Spanish policy
over the dissent of Catherine and the Gulses. Catherine
héﬁ(nm lovg for Spain or Philip IIy but she had a real f@ar
§f S§anish power and particularly dislikad ;he idez of al-
ié@iﬁg'ﬁr@nch success in a war with 3pain to depend on
'ﬁmgliah support. The possessive Catherine, moreover, was
é@ ﬁéél@us of Coligny's increasing influence over her son,
dhaflas IX, that she began to intrigue agsinst the ﬁdmiralsgg
© Colligny's war begen auspiciously enough. French troops
"invaaa& the Low Countries and captured Mons on May 24, 1572.

51 -
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The Spanish Commander, Alva, was ln trouble, but the French
ranks were so thin that they could pot follow up thelr
initial successes without reinforcements. Coligny naturally
looked to Bngland, but Blizabeth had been frightened by the
French successes (she had counted on the two natlons flght-
ing to a stand-off), for Fraench hegemony in the Low
Countries seemed even more injurious to Zngland's commer=
cial interests than Spanish control had been. She, there-
fore, repudiated the alliance she had Just concluded,
thereby foreing Charlesg IX to abandon the Netherlands ex~
p%ﬁit&aa.gz

Elizabeth's decision not to bonor her agreement to
intervene in the Netherlands meant Collgay's ruin; for,
gince his war hed turned into an expensive failure, his
anti-Spanish policy erumbled., when the Admiral pressed
for a continuation of the war in the royal council, it
immediately became obvious that Catherine's star had
gclipsed his own. When the council voted umanimously
against Coligny, the old men lost his temper, turning in

& rage Upon Catherine with a threat: “dadane," he shouted,

| nthig war the king renounced., God grant he may not find

‘ 4
himself involved in another less easy to renouneau“§

93
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Coligny was not a men tc make idle threats, and Catherine

spparently interpreted his waranlng as a hint that another
eivil war might be forthcoming. Hegarding internal peace
ag abgolutely necesssry for the recovery of France,
Coligny's death seemed to her essential to 1ts preserva-
tion. It is an irony that CGatherine's pl@?tiﬂg touched
off the war she was trying to avoid. |
The Queen lother's chance to remove thlds pollitical
thorn came in August, 1572. 4 crowd of hHuguenotis, iﬁnludﬁ
ing Coligny, arrived to wltness the mérriaga of young
Henry of Navarre to Marguerite de Valols, Catherine's
daughter, on August 18, A retalner of Henry, Duks of
Guise, attempted to assassinale the Admiral four days
later, The latter recelved only am arm wound, Huguenot
gentlemen reacted with noisy threats outside the Guise
regidenca, The Duke of Culse and Catherine panicked,
fearing lest their complicity be revealed, and 1t was in
this crazed etmosphere that the infamous messacre of Saint
Bartholomew's Day was spawned. Catherine persuaded the
weak Charles IX that a Huguenoi plot was afoot and that
the only way for them to save themselves was T kill the
Hugnenot leaders. The King finally acquiesced, but only on
condition that g&;'ﬂuguaaaﬁinablea be put to the sword.
The toesin sounded in the early morning of dugust 24, and
the massacre began., It was not halted until Coligny and
about 2,000 of his co~religlonists had been slain. During
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‘the next five days, similer massacres followed all over
?@anca, in Meaux, Iroyes, Rouen, Lyon, Toulouse, Bor-
deaux, and other cities. According to the Duke of Snliy,
';he'total number of Huguenois murdered thraﬁghaut France
reached ?0,0061 The peace which had begun so favcrahly
was now shattareda ;
o La Rochelle was the storm center of this fourth ﬁivil
war, though inera was fighting in the cantar and scnth
' Qf Franea, ihe Crown's assault against the wastﬁra part
 aity lagged for 1ack of funds with which to hire merw
cenaries neceasary ta storm th13 Huguenot fortress. .

The Bschellais turned to England for delivaranee,'aaﬁ
Eliz&beth, continuing her policy of fomenting the tr&ablﬁd
 '§éiitical waters of France for her own ends, respsn&eé;

,In Englanﬁ Qamte de Montgomery was allowed to loan aa X

_pedition for the relief of La Rochells. He arrived off the
ﬁcaast of France in April, 1573, With seveaty ships; hsww f
gver, he was repulsed when Henry, Duke of Anjou, reine
forced the Frﬁach‘flaet in the bay, MNontgomery retired
from the harbor $¢ Belle-Isle which was made a protestant
56 ‘

city, La Rachalla staunchly repelled every attempt to take it.

naval base.’  Despite Montgomery's fallure to reli@ve'the

55 -
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Elizaebeth, did not want to drive France into a
Spanish alllance; therefore, during the slege of La
Bochelle, she continued friendly relations with the
Frenoh Court while secretly aiding the Rochellasig, Ale
though she showed expected coolness lmmediately after the
Massacre of Sgint Bartholomew's Day, the English Sovereign
now accepted Catherine's proposal that she be the godw
mother of Charles IX's daughter, and she also allowsd
the Alengon suit to be revived. She refused, however, to
recelve the Dukke until the French King had made peace with
La Rcehellag57 Unable to make headway agalnst the Huguenot
eity, the King readily acceded to her demand, concluding
peace in July, 1573958
. Charles IX never forgot his part in the Massacre of
Saint Barholomew's Day, and his constant brooding about
that bloody day so affected his health that he contracted
~consumption and died May 30, 1574. Hlsg brother Henry of
Anjou, the ablest of Catherline's sons, became Henry III.
The new King had to face a new coalition of rebels:

the Hugusnots and the } 1eg+ Both Henry de Montmorency

and the great general, Frangols La Noue were lsaders of

the latter group of moderates who saw the religious wars
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as mere factional conflicts which threatened to destroy
France., Their desire to regain lost feudal powers may be
geen in their inslstence upon local autonomy in religious
matters and in their demand for tax reforms and reorgani-
zation of the military and judiclal systems. BSince the
King opposed the encroachment of the folitigus

g upon his
authority, the peace of the mid-1570's was precarious.
Elizabeth, though hardly one to support a reform
party, continued to aid the Huguenois. Ihe security of
England demanded the continuation of eivil strife in
France as & means of preventing her intervention inm the
Netherlands. The old fear that the French might attempt
to put Mary on the English throne was also revived when
Henry III boasted that such was his 1ntentiem&59
Elizabeth's representatives negotliated in Germany with
the young Prince of Cond¢, & Huguenot leader since his es-
cape from Henry III's Court. She tried to decelve Henry
1II by renewing the Treaty of Blois, but her efforts were
inwin, Orowing suspicious, Henry sent a German Colonel,
Sehomberg, to spy on Condé's activities. The latler cor-
rectly reported that there was an alliance between
Elizabeth, several German princes, and the King's enemies
at hamagéé In May, 1575, Elizabeth sent John Wilkes to

59&rmatrnng, Ihe French
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negotiate with Frederick III, Elector of the Palatinate,

who requested 150,000 crowns as the price of undertaking
an axpﬁditiaglin France, but settled (temporarily) for
only 50,000,

Backed by Eligabeth and the German princes, the

gue coalition rose in arms against the
French Crown, which sought by means of harsh edicts to
stamp out political and religious heresy. #uch of
southern Franéa fell into Montmorency's haads, and the
Huguenots alée were strong in ﬁormaméy, where they were
séer&tiy aupparted by Emgland. The rebels, moreover,
threatened Paris, which frantlcally pr@paraﬂ for giege
in the apriﬁg of 1576, The King wes beaten and bankrupt.
Thers was no recourse save that of accepting the Huguenot
terms, which he did on May 2, 1576. B8y the Peace of
Monsieur, the Huguenots gained several provinces as well
as many pelitical rights;ég Froude's eriticism that the
protestants would have takeé Paris if more English had
been sent seems unjust, for the Huguenots obtalned &1l
they wanted without such a costly slege. Noreover,
Elizebeth was contributing to Dutech resistance in the

61
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Netherlands, and the consequent strain on her finances pre~
vented her from giving more libaraily«ég

The peace could not last, for some of the new Huguenot
provinces were largely Cathellie, a situation which pro-
duced a strong reaction agailnst the Peace of ionsieurs In
1577, the Duke of Gulse, and his newly formed Catholic
Leasgue forced the King to resume the war against the pro-
testants. By late spring, 1577, Eligabeth had danideﬁ to
assist Henry of Navarre, the new leader of the Huguenots,
and his kinsmen the Prince of Condé in the imminent civil
wars La Personne, the Huguenot envoy to England, impressed
upon the Quegnlthe need for & 20,000 to finance an army of
German and Sw&éa troops, reasgoning that "it is better to nake
one good effort than do things by installmaﬂta@“64 In reply
to these urgent overtures, Elizabeth dispatched Daniel Hogers
in July to Germany to negotlate with Casimir of the Palatinate,
Rogers was empowered to grant & 20,000 after the following
conditions were met: (1), he must ascertaln how anxious

Casimir was to invade France since there must be no delay;

story of Englend from the Fall of Wolsey %o
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(2) Elizabeth's part was absolutely to he kept secret; (3)

the Duke's troops were to remain in France until her Britan-
nic Majesty gave permisgsion for their departure; and (4),
there must be no peace negotlatlons on the part of the |
ﬁ&gﬁ2%9t3 until BEligabeth had given her consent in writ-

ings Elizabeth apparently wished to avoid another imboise.
Condé and Henry of Navarre solemnly swore that they wmﬁlﬂ not
&aﬁéiude a peace without her consent, angécaaimir algo
promigsed compliance with her conditions« That the Hlector
w&s\ﬂ@t invading France purely for the cause of xaligian;'hawu
éver; was demcnstrated by his insistence upon letz, Toul, and
Verdun for his trouble. He generously suggested that Elizabeth
teks Calals for her parts. When sgreement on the loan aﬁpearaﬁ
-ﬁﬁ?%ﬂiﬁ, Caslmir increased his demand to & 60,000, thus prO-
lnngiag aegatiat&ana‘67 ileanwhile, the foundation for a real
peace was laid in Frence. |

o The Peace of Bergerac 4
"1%ha Peace of Bergeracy which modified the Peace of
Monsieur without aarimusly‘érfending the protestants, was signed
an ﬁeptamhar 17, 1577+ agaiﬁ Elizabeth had been betraygég

65Bransfylé ta Rogers, July 30, 15?7, dbides Po 4?*
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She had heard of this reconciliation only & week before 1t
had been completeds The English Sovereign understandably
was furious at this second deception of the protestants. The
Huguenots, moreover, were not the only ones who had taken ad-
vantage of the Queen's alleged benevolence. Duke Cagimir,
her other "partner," was reluctant to repay the 50,000
crowns advanced during his previous negotiationg with
Elizabeth. On Oetober 31, 1577, 8ir Franels Walsingham, the
English Secretary of State, lnformed Rogers that her Hajesty
"marvelled" that she had heard nothing Irom the Duke about
his plans for repaying the man@ygéa

It is diffiecult to agsess the value of Blizabeth's ald
to the Huguanats during this first stage of the religlous
wars. Her material ald was deelsive in 1568-69, and her
diplomatic maneuvering was no less effective in securing a
fevorable peace in 1573, The value of her inconsistent suc-
cour was largely cancelled, however, by her failures to help
at critical times. The Huguenot defeat at Dreux, f@f example,
can be attributed to thelr desperate effort to reach overdue
English ships, and the Queen's fallure to fulfill treaty ob-
ligations was partially responsible for the Sain Bartholo-

mew's Day Hessacres

68
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CHAPTER II
ELIZABETH I AND THE HUGUENOTS: 1577-1593

Her Reasons for Continuing the Alliance

Although angered by the Peace of Bergerac, Elizabeth
was no more permanently alienated from the Huguenots in
1577 than she had been in 1563. She still needed them to so
embroll France that that nation would be too weak to intepr-
fere in England's affairs. For this reason Walsingham told
Rogers that the Queen would still help the Huguenots "if , . .
they shall with better judgement hereafter 'list them-
séivagﬁ‘ﬂl
" The Peace of Bergerac temporarily removed Elizabeth's
means of fomentling c¢ivil strife in France, but it did not
diminish the threats to England from abroad. Indeed, peace
sharply increased the msaée@a from both Spain and France.
Philip II desired to coneclude a peace pact with Henry III in
order to prevent French intervention in the Low Countries.
Elizebeth learned in Jenuary, 1578, that the two Catholie
monarths had begun negotiations. Philip requested French ald
in suppressing the Dutch and Flemish revolt and offered in
sxchange the hand of his daughter, Isabella, who was heiress

Walsingham to Rogers, October 31, 1577, edited by A« J.
Butler, Co Se Foy 1577=1578, pe 294,
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of the Netherlands, to the Duke of Alengon, Elizabeth's old
sultor. The tentative plan was that Alengon would joln
forces with Don Juan of Austria for an invasion of the im-
surgent provinces. In addition to potential Franco-Spanisgh
rapprochement, Doas Juan had begun an intrigue with Hary,
Quean of Scots,

~ Ellzabeth had won Alengon once, and she now set about
doing 1t again, though at her age (forty-five) 1t was doubte
ful that the Queen seriously considered marriage. HNature
and fortune were on her sides Don Juan dled of fever in the
Hetherlands, and &1engon, yielding once again to the tempta«
tion of sharing Eliszabeth's kingdom, became betrothed to her.
The English Sovereign demonstrated her love in a most pe-
cullar manner, however, for she hired Duke Casimir to keep
AlanganBQut of the Netherlands even as she offered her hand
to him,

Ellzsbeth's tactics and Don Juan's death relieved the
situation in Burope as far as England was concerned. The
with Spain,
thereby averting for Eligabeth the awful prospeet of facing
both France and Spaim in a full-scsle war in the Nether

French Crown veered away from & rapprochement

lands. Yet the threat to Eangland was by no means abolighed,
for by 1580, it was rumored that Philip II was preparing

3 -
E. Armstrong, Ihs Frengh
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a great “Enterprize® against England in order to re-establish
the Catholic Church there and put Mary on the thrones of Enge
land and Scotland, Om January 7, 1580, an agent in Spain
reported that ﬁhﬁ king was preparing an expedition to invade
E&gland;é Slmiler intelligence came in the summer of that
year, and Elizabeth was so convinced of their truth that she
remonstrated with Bernadine de Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador,
about Spain's aggressive imtantians.g

The increased arrivals of Jesuit missionaries in 1580,
apparently confirmed the Queen's suspielon of Catholic de~
signg upon Englend. ZThese missionaries were pledged to the
peaceful propagation of the old faith, but even thelr legit~
imate task had as its end the overthrow of Eligabeth, and it
was not long before these papal emlssaries were at the center
of the plots built around %axygé

While Ellzabeth kept a wary eye on Spain and the Jesults,
domestie peace continued in France, Nevertheless, Henry of
Navarre, the Huguenot leader; was convineced that it was not &
Jasting peace. Already grave problems had arisen becausge of

the Catholics! reluctance to surreander eartain towns in

4 jn Extract out of a Spanish letter, dated at Kadriéa

January 7, 1579, 8. J. Butler, eds, Cs 8¢ Fu
(London, i?ﬂég,’yw 12§‘ ’ ’ ’

S"The heads of certain spaaehas delivered by her Majesty
unto the Ambassador of Spain," July 10, 1580, ibid., p. 350,

6
- Sgohn E. Neale, Queen Elizabeth I (Londony, 1934); Dps
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accordance with the Bergerac compromises. Expeeting éivii
war to resums, Henry wished the way to Eligabeth's purse
kept open. He shrewdly attempted to accomplish this purpose
(at the same time regaining his ancestral land of Navarre
from Spain) By playing on the Queen's dlstrust of 8Spain's
intentions. He explained to Eligabeth that the best way

to discourage Philip's "Enterprigze" was to keep him occupied
at home, As Navarre's agent, Du Plessis-Mornay, put it to
Walsingham, if Eligabeth would send money, Henry would "keep
Hennibel amused at Carthage in such gort that he will be
quite glad to leave his neighbors 1n pesce." According to
Du Plessis, "twelve thousand crowns a month will light a
fire in Spain which all their waters will not be able to put
wut*”? Walsingham approved the scheme, but Ellzabeth was not
moved by Du Flessis' prose. She refused to negotiate further
on the subject.

The Queen did not want to become involved in aeny scheme
which might be both dangerocus and costly. In the fall of
1582, when Catherine de Medicli approached Ellgabeth with an
offer of alllance directed against Spaln, the Gueen refused
to make a definite commitment, though she hinted that she
would be interssted in such an allliance if Spaln attempted

?ﬁu Plessis-Mornay to Walsingham, September 91 1581,
A+ J. Butler, sditor, L. ﬁyﬁgg, January, 1581edpril 1582
(London, i90%}, Prs 3&4, 315.

8 .
Read, Walsingham, I1I, 85, 86.
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anything agalnst England«g At the time, a general balance
of power exlsted, and there was no need for Ellzabeth to
become involved 1n any plot that might upset it.

gince peace, albelt troubled, continued in France
during 1582-1583, the Gulises were free to intrigue in Scote
land and with Mary. BElizabeth attempted to thwart the Gulse
machinations by encouraging Henry to break the peace in
France. In May, 1582, she sent her ambassador, Sir Henry
Cobham, to assure the King of Navarre of her sympathy with
the Huguenots. In April of the next year, Walsingham re~

10
quested a full report on Huguenot unity and war potential,

The GQueen's Torturous Policy: 1585-1589

Elizabeth's policy of maintalning a balance of power
led her to pursue a torturous poliey which frustrated her ad-
visers, She desired to keep the friendship of Catherine, in
case Spanish aggression necessitated an Anglo-French alli-
ance, yet she simultaneously planned to undermine the Guise
intrigues by aggravating the domestic situation in Frances.
The result was a policy similar to that of 1562. Elizabeth

9
Walsingham to Gobham, Qctabar lﬁi 1582, 4+ J. Eutlar%
editor, s §+ F«y Hay-Dé Gnaen, 1909), pe 397%

10
Cobham to Walsinghaa, Hay 14 1582, ibid.y pe
and Walsingham to Cobham pril 4, 1583, Af J« Butler anﬁ
Sophie Lomas, editors, ;ﬁ&gﬁg January-June, 1983 (London,
1913), pe 238 | |
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instructed Sir Edward Stafford, her new ambassador to France,
to agsure Henry 111 that England would do nothing to hurt
his kingdom; yet, in the same instructions, she told Stafford
thaty, 1f he found any Huguenot agents atl courty; he was to
declare her resdiness to help them.
When Alenon died in 1584, Henry of Navarre becane
heir to the throne, thereby casting a shadow over the peace
in Prance, since the radical Catholics could never submit
to rule by a protestant. In January, 1585, the powerful
Duke of Guise acting for the Catholic League signed a treaty
with Spain which excluded Henry of Navarre from the suc~
cession in favor of his uncle, Cardinal Bourbon. Henry
I1I wished to solve the problem by converting Navarre to
Catholicism; however, he was powerless to resist the newly
revived Catholic League, since he lacked popular supportis
Elizabeth was apprehensive of the new developments
in France, and attempted to avert the danger to England
by setting off another eivil war in France., In May, 1585,
she admonished Henry III to rise up in arms agalnst the
Spanlsh~Guise ogre, promising falthful assistance ii he
wag not false with harwlz When the 3elgneur de Clervant

11
Ingtructions for Sir Ldward Staffarai September (%),

i§§3: Sophie Lomas, ed., 1ibld., July, ’ s Do

lgElizab@th to the French King,‘ﬁay, 1585, ibid.,
bugnst, 1984~August, 1583, pp. 514, 515.
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and Ségur-Pardeilhan, the Huguenot envoys, sought to get a
definite commitment in May and Jun@; Elizabeth equivocated
and would make none, apparently thinking that Henry III ine
tended to take her advice and resist Guise efforts to en~
force religious conformity in F%aﬁce.l3 Walsingham, however,
knew that Henry III wasg hopelessly subordinated to Guise,
and the First SBecretary continued to urge the Queen to
help Henry of Navarre. Finally Elizabeth relented and
agreed to lend & 20,000 to the Huguenots, but only on the
conditlion that the troops raised must be ready to march into
the Low Countries, where the death of William the Silent
had left the Dutch rebels lea&er&ess*lﬁ

Even as S€gur-Pardeilhan happily reported the (Queen's
commltment to ﬁ@nry of Ravarre, Elizabeth decided not to
shoulder the cost slone, and soon informed the Huguenot en-
voy of a "string" she had forgotten to mention before. The
doan would be made only if the King of Denmark and other
Beandinaviaen princes jolned her in a league to help the
French protestants. Such a league had been congidered
previougly by both Elizabeth and the Huguenots, but the
northern princes had shown in the past little interest in
French affairs which dld not affect them. Hlizabeth began

i3 ,
Walsingham to Duke Casimir, May 23, 1585, ibid., D
494,

lé e 0t -
S€gur-~Pardeilhan to Welsingham, July 2, 1585, ibid.,
prs 577, 578.
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negotiations with the King of Demmark in May, 1585, but
she did not receive word until July of the Danish Sover-
elgn's final refusal to tske part im such a hazardous and
15

unpromising enterprise.” ” Satisfied by late summer that
she could get no help from Scandinsvia, Elizabeth agreed to
loan only % 10,000 to the French protestants, The Huguenot
snvoys were furious, regarding Ellzabeth's delayed con-
dition as a betrayal. S€gur-Pardeilhan angrily left Enge
land and went to Germany, hoplng for battar‘lﬁakﬁlﬁ
Heanwhile, im July, 1585, Henry III signed the Treaty
of Hemours which obliged him to implement the Gulse anti~
protestant pollicy, thereby provoking the most femous of the
religious wars: The War of the Three Henries. This pact
declared Catholicism the only legal religlon in France and
gave protestents six months to conform or leave the country.
Walsinghem feared the Ireaty of Nemours wes the precursor
- of a Framco~Spanish alliance directed agaimst England. When
‘the wavering monarch, Henry I1II, recalled his pro~English
ambassador, Mauvigsidre, and replaced him with a Guisard,
tha Baron de 6hatgéuagag¢ it appeared that the Pirst Sec~
retary had reason for his anxiety. Supporting Walsingham's

15 «
) The Elector of Saxony to the King of Denmark, July 31,
1585, 1ibid., pps 636-639.

16 ‘
Walsingham to Stafford, July 20, 1585, ibid., p« 618,
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prediction of a foreign combination was HMary's clandestine
correspondence with France and Spain. BEnglish merchants,
moreover, reported on December 10, 1585, that Spain was
preparing an armada, but Ellgabeth persisted in her “walte
and~gee" attitua@fi?

Following Elizabeth's peollcy toward the Huguenots in
1585 1s 1ike attempting to penetrate a labyrinth; however,
there was one congtant faéﬁ&r: her effort to avold expense
to England which had not yet become a grest creditor nation.
The Queen's permanent revenue was pitifully small
(B 200,000 during the first twelve years of her reign and
% 300,000 during the last decade of it), and she had to
fight with Parliament for supplementary appropriagtions, %o
nake matters worse, there wes no national debt nor long term
loansi therefore, Elizabeth was dependent upen a parsi-
moniovg Parliament, Her declsion to reduce her origlnal
commnitment to the Huguenots colinclded with a lcan of
£ 126,000 a year to the Dutch Netherlands, where England's
interests were more immediate than in France. It wasg a
question of having lnsufficient resources to support both
causes aimultaneeualy*la hfter the death of Willlam the

8ilent, the (ueen knew she had no better friend in Eurcpe

17

Fkéad, %ﬁ
18

Neale, Queen ilizabeth I, pp. 294~298,
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than Henry of Nevarre, and she had no lnteniion of letting
him or hig party be destroyed. Her impecunious condition,
however, reduced Ellzabeth to cold calculation; she
ganbled that Navarre could not be conquered in a single
season whether helped or noi, whereas the Dutceh rebels
might fall mamaatawily,l

During the last months of 1585, Walsingham, Leicester,
and even the more conservative Burghley, urged Elizaobeth
to do more for the French protestants. These advisers |
ﬁhaaght an aggressive policy both im France and the
Netherlands wes the best way to thwart a Franco-Spanish
rﬁém&ina%ién, but Llizabeih disagreed. She insisted that
anglamﬁ should conserve its strength, 1ln case Philip EI
ﬁ&ﬁ@ his threatened att&a&;aﬁ ‘
| To explain Blizabeth's parsimony simply by paV@rty,
,hﬁﬁavar, would be doing an injustice (o the political
sagaclty of her councillors. VWelsingham and Burghley, the
Treasurer, knew about the state of the Queen's financesj yet
they advocated vigorous support of the Huguenots. Ihese
men saw that, since the Treaty of Nemours, Henry III was
controlled by the Duke of CGuise and the Holy League.
flizabeth did not understand the exteat of Hanry's

1
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subordination to Guise and demonstrated her naivet€ in
#larch and April of 1586, when she ordered Sir Edward Stafford
to intercede with Henry III for Navarre. GShe assumed, over
Walgingham's emphatic advice to the contrary, thet the
French King was stlll a free agentsgl

Walsingham continued to impress upon Ellzabeth the
danger which her care for finances had obscured. The First
Secrekary and the Sieu? de Buzanval, whom ﬁ&guquérd%ilhaa
had left in England to plead Navarre's case, finally per-
suaded her to send & 10,000 to the protestants for the

levy of German mercen&riestzg

Ellizabeth and the Guise-Spanlsh Alliance

Svents in England and France soon alded the Huguenot
cause. Mary's plotting had long been obgerved by
walsingham's efficlent secret service, and Ellzabeth re-
peatedly had warned her cousin to cease her conspiraciess
Parliament and popular oplnion already were clamoring for
the Scottish gueen's head, but islizabeth had been resolute,
perhaps to the point of imprudence, in protscting the head-
strong Wary« The inereasing rumors of a Spanish Enterprize
against Bngland, and William the Silent's assassination in

1584, however, made the English Soverelgn ilncreasingly aware

21 22
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of the threat posed by Mary. In June, 1586, Walsingham
finaldly obtained irrefutable evidence of Mary's implication
in a plot to overthrow and assassinate Elizabeth. This
time the passionate Scoteh Queen was @xéaut@ﬁnwankevmnt
which strained England's relations with the Gulge-controlled
French crown~23
Even as Mary sealed her own doomy Elizabeth moved to
help Henry of Navarre, whose war efforts thus fér had been
unsuccessful. She sent Horatio Pallaviecino to Frankfort to
raisﬁian army of German troops on behall of the ﬁuguaﬁﬁtz*24
In January, 1587, Pallavieino delivered ﬁ 20,000 to friends
of the Huguenots in Germany. It appeared that Ellgzabeth
now would give Navarre substantial ald, but, when Henry's
agents in Germany requesied more money in February, she not
only ignored their pleas, but also refused to receive lLa
Huguerye, Huguenot envoy, Walsingham bitterly protested
the (ueen's latest change of poliey, for he saw no logic
in it: "If to offend all the world be a good course of
government then we cannot do amisss“aﬁ
. Elizabeth thought she saw a cheaper means oI obtaining

security than by feeding the Huguenol maw. She even

®Neale, Queen Elizabeth I, pp. 279-28L.

» 24Fnraign Advertisements, June, 1586é Sophis Lomas,
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considered a Spanish allience to counter an alleged French
menace to England. Just as negotiations with §§&iﬁ.wér$'
about to begin, Elizabeth--much to Walsingham's dismay--~
wrote a sharp letter to the King of Franmce as & preliminary
to breaking relations. Her idea of allying with Spain was
agﬁ;raaliztia in view of Spanish hostility and praparatiaaa »
f¢r5aggrassiaﬂ; Fpance, moreover, as & caaaaquaﬁc@'af the |
War of the Three Henrles, was in no condition to threaten

, 18, the
' Queen appears to have abandoned it before negotiations waréil
imtmted.aé | E

ﬁé&ﬁﬁa, Realizing that such a policy was impolitigu

- S1r Edward Stafford probably suggested a Spanish al«

: Vliaane. Strongly opposed to an anti-Spanisgh, yra*ﬁaguaﬁat
:§aiiay, he exerted more imflueﬂce than anyone in formulate
«imgv%&iaabatk‘a attitude toward the Huguemotis, and he was a
:traiﬁar, in the pay of both Guise and Philip Il. For a
tntal of & 540, Stafford revealed to Spaln every detail of
@ir Francis Drake's preparations for an ﬁxpeﬁitian againat \
5@&1ﬁ41ﬂ 1587, h@trayeﬁ the movements of the Brake«ﬂaward
fleets, and sold every detail of Elizabeth's 1588 aagwtia«‘
tions with Heary III for am alliance against gpain. Not only
did Stafford influence Elizabeth Who never kﬁaw~af his
~£ﬁﬁnch&ry) ageingt Henry of ﬁavarra,'wham he ha%&ﬁ,:b&t he

26 '
Lbid. s Do 204,
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also ambezzled gome of the money which Elizebeth sent the
Huguenots« Of the & 20,000 sent im January, 1587, Stafford
took & 2,400 for himﬁelf¢?7
| By early September, 1587, Elizabeth had resolved upon
& more reasonable plan than that of allying with Spain.
She decided to convince Henry III tbat his best course in
compatting the CGuise faction was to ally with Hearyyaf
Ravarre against the Spanish-supported Holy Leagues Such an
allisnce would stabilize the domestle situation in France
without Inglish gold and entail an addlitlonal drailn upon
the resources of 8paln., The further weakening of Spanish
finances seemed to Eligabeth an excellent way of foreing
Pnilip to postpone his long-awalted "Enterprize' agalnst
Eﬁglaﬁds

It was a zood scheme, Klizabeth's offsr of alliance
was relayed to Henry II1 who answersd fsvorably, for he
hated end feared the Guigards, He attached only two strings
to his acceptance: Elizabeth must persuade Navarre to accept
a peace which dld not grant religlous toleratlon, and she
must urge him to become a Catholic. Henry III offered ﬁh@i
only terms which his overwhelmingly Catholle subjects would
aocept as 8 bagls for & treaty with the protestants. The
fioly Laegue had so stirred up Catholle opinion in France, it

27
canyers Rea@, "The Fame of Slr Edward Stafford,"
American Historical Review, XX (January, 1915), 292~3i3~
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would have been disastrams for the Ring, already unpopular,
to give aancassioﬁé to the Huguenots.
| Burghley recommended that the Queen meet Henry III's
conditions. It appeared to be only & matter of time uniil
Navaree would be forced to change hls religlon anyway, and,
according to her WUreasurer, 1t would be worth some religious
concesalons to establish a balance of power in Européq
Walsginghem disagreed with Burghley, for religion never had
been divorced in kis mind from Buropean politics. 3trangaly,
Elizabeth, whom religious considerations heretofore had not
affected in her negotiations with the Huguenots, agreed with
Walgingham, Indignantly refusing Henry 1Il's cam&itiana~38
ﬁﬁglaﬂﬁ*s rejection of Henry I1I's effer mot only re-
sulted in the loss of a defensive and offensive aslliance
against the Guisards and Spain, but it also meant the dé»
fection of Henry III to Spaln since he was too wesk to stand
alone. The formal act of Union linking the two monarchs
was slgned on July 2, 1588, Flizabeth's plan to ally with
France against Spain had failed., The Act of Unlon meant
that every port from Brittany to the Low Countries would be
at the Armada's dispossl, and the armies of Guise left free

28
to co~operate with the "Oreat Enterprize.” Just one month
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after the fct of Unlon was signed, the famous Armada
salleds Its fallure wes due more to Spanish mistakes and
1ll-luck tham to any clear~cub superiority of the Eaglish |
fleet,

Elizabeth's motivations in refusing Henry II1I's cone
ditlons remain & mystery: either she d4id not trust the
weak French monarch, or she was motlvated by genuine re-
liglous convictions. 4lthough the latter viewpoint is cone
trary to the traditional contention that Blizabeth never weas
motlvated by religlous sentiment, it 1s compatible with’
Bowse's interpretation which portrays Zllzabeth as a sine

cere, 1f uwndogmatic, protestant,

English Aid to Henry of Navarre: 15881593
4fter the narrow escape from the Armada in August,
1588, flizabeth leaned increasingly upon Henry of Navarre
and the Huguenots, but it was not until Nevarre becsme the
chief contender for the throne on the death of Henry II1
in 1589, that Elizabeth really loosened her purse strings.

30
A Writing of Henry's conversion, which occurred im 1593,
Howse asserts: “"Elizagbeth--who took %h@s@ things more sine
cerely than some people who mads more fuss~-was much upset.
She wrote Henry argumentative letters, sorrowful rather than
indignant; she searched the &ariyturaa and the Fathers; she
had long conversations with her &rahbishap and finally CON=
soled herself with translating Boethius's Cons ion of
Philosophy. She had received a shoek: we see
what many hav& denied, a geﬁ&iﬁa Prﬁﬁastamt of an uﬁ&ag«
matic kind." A. L. Rowse, Ihe anaion of Ellzghethan
England (New York, l?SJ), 1i, 3’7, ‘sa, see Nes &,;Qgggg
zabeth I, pp. 320-321
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From 1570 until the mid-1580's, she had losned only & 12,000,
for which she had teken ag collateral jewels worth five times
that am@u&t.Ei Her poliey from 158% until 1538 was more
liveral, but by no means extravagasnt (in 1587 she loaned
t 30,000), In 1589, however, Elizabeth clearly saw that it
was the Guise~Spain-Holy League combination versus Henry of
Nevarre and his relatively small band of Huguenot-Politique
followers. She could ill~afford to see Henry collapse. On
the contrary, 1f he succeeded in his struggle against Gulise
and Spain with her aild, not only would Ellzabeth have an old
friend on the French throne, but Guise would be beaten, and
Pnilip would be unable to undertake another "Enterprize!
against England.

By 1589, the Queen had begun to give the most substantial

. 32
assistance of the religlous wars. There was some delay while

[rm——
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froude, Higtory of England, XI, 388; Only after a pro-
longed negotiantion did Henry IV gecure the return of his
Jewels from Elizabeth, who claimed they were collateral for
& loan of & 60,000 rather than the & 12,000 which he actually
had received; Segur-Pardeilhand to Burghley, October 1, 1583,
%ophif éﬁmas, edftor, C. 8. Fv, July, 1583=July, 1584, bpe
22y 1234 |
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- The gueen's help was not limited to France's boundary,
for she somebimes helped them lnternationally, even to her
own disadvantage. For example, in the interval belwsen the
death of Henry IIX and the accession of Henry IV, there were
two Freach ambassadors to Turkey; one was supported by the
Holy League, and the other by Henry IV. Elizabeth instructed
her ambassador, Edward Barton, to lend hls support to Henry's
representative, Bréves. The latter triumphed over his rival
to the detriment of English interests in the Levant, where
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Elizabeth gquibbled again over Calais, butl when 1t became ob~
vious thet Henry could not be bluffed into making the sanme
‘mistake that had almost ruined Coligny and the elder Condé,
she threw her resources wholeheartedly into the Huguenot
campalgne In Septewber, 1589, she seat & 20,000, ang
£ 15,000 followed during the next months BAlso in September,
1559, Elizabeth commissioned the first English expedition
since 1562, Command of this foree fell to Lord. Peregrine
Willaughbysgz

ﬁlthﬁugh 44000 troops were levied, the Hempghlire and
Sussex regiments were ill-chosen and badly armed, reminiscent

of 8ir John Falstaff's uaforﬁumata& in 3hak@ﬁpmare‘$ Henry

Vo The troops from Kent and London were in better condition,
however, and drilling much improved all of the levies. The
expedition distinguished itself in France, though the came

paign was briefs Eligzabeth provided pay and proviasions for

only one monthy insisting that Henry IV sustain the troops
after that psricd. But Henry was unable to dbear the

3e--Continued
iligabeth wag duelling with France for commercisl
hegemony. Oréves promptly won several natlons awsy from
fngland's control!l arthur L. Horaiker, "Anglo-French
%ivalry in the Levant from 1583 to 1612 v Journal of
sodern History, AVILL (December, 1946, 289=305.
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financial burden imposed by such a large fcraa;kewmsan
quently, 1t returned to BEngland in the wiatar&34

Pollowing up the September and October loans,
Elizabeth gent two shiploads of sorsly needed gunpowder and
other necessgities. In October, 1590; she sent & 10,000
and induced English merchents to send another & 15,000,
‘Thus, in the year between September, 1589, and October, 1590,
England had lcaned & 60,000 to Henry IV and hﬁﬁ’sanh an
army.35 Elizabeth's fear of Spanish designs on France overe
came her parsimony. Although England had mestered an ars
mada which had sailed hundreds of miles to reach her, how
she would fare agalnst a Spanish fleet based just across
the Channel was a question which the Queen preferred to ree
main hypotheticals

Throughout 1590, Henry IV, requested Elizabeth to send
another army, but the situation in France belng almost
stable that year, she chose to cateh her breath, financlally,
Save for a few volunteers, there were no English fighting
in France in 1590* Since Henry's requests did not diminish,
Elizabeth sent him, as a token of her friendship, a scarf

6
which she herself had knittedaa
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By Augusty 1990, ten months had passed since Elizabeth
had sent the generous gifts of the previous fall, Henry's
position suddenly became more critical after the League
strengthened its union with Spain by a new allience which
pledged Spain to send an army of 16,000 foot and 3500 horse,
supported by an initial loan of & 100,000 plus & 4,000 a
month while the war laateﬁ«S? The Spanish immediately showed
they meant business, for in August, alexander Farnese, the
Duke of Parma, descended into France, and another Spanish
aymy landed in Brittany. Elizabeth was shocked into action.
In mid~Jenuary, 1591, she ordered a levy of 3,000 troops and
encouraged Henry IV to stand his ground. Even now, the
Queen did not lose her bargaining senses Henry had long
since exhausted all his resources in waging hisg fight for
the throne, and had been unable to repay the previous loans
of Elizabeth. As security for repayment, therefore, she
insisted on Brest for an anchorege and shipping port. Henry
assured her he would repay his debts, buv hm>wiaa§g re-
fused to cede a part of France, even btemporarily.

Elizabeth was not in a good bargaining position; the
situation was so eritical that she agreed to dispatch the
3*39@ troops without security. Since Henry preferred battle
veterans, and since the only place to get them wag in the
Hetherlands, Elizabeth ordered Sir John Rorris, a veteran

37 | 38
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of the earlier Portugsl expedition, to withdraw 3,@0& troops
from the Low Countries for service in northwestern France,
Norris, however, ran inta‘appaaitiaa from the Dutch repels
when he tried to withdraw and succeeded in removing only
1500 men after promising to replace them with na# raarﬁiﬁéu
The remainder of the expaﬁitmam'uanaiatad of raﬁr&ita4fram
Eﬁglan&¢3? | : |

A few more troops followed in 1592, but Elizabeth was
angaraﬁ by Henry's fallure to sustain her forees. In
August, 1592, she threatened to bring them hﬂme; but the
situation in France was too eritical to allow her to carry
out her threat, Indeed, even as she threatened Norris's
recall, Ellzabeth consented to another expedition, Yielde
ing to the pleas of Burghley, Henry IV, and her latest
favar&%e,<tha Barl of Essex, she ordered a lavy'éf 3,4ﬁ@
men'wﬁﬂ were led to France by the aourt‘&aady, Esgex. It
was the best equipped but least productive of all her ex~
peditions. Upon landing, this maagifiﬂaﬂtxy'aﬁtir&& ﬁﬁmy
sat at Arques aﬁd did nothing, while its hajawgilaﬁ general
spent his time in frivolous activities having nothing to
do with his misai&n.ég Although the army of Essex was in-
tended to help Henry take Rouen, the professional and dreary

9

. Ibldey pe 245,

40 |
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work of besleging & city wag too digtasteful to the dashing
Essex who preferred more haroic acts like offering to gaﬁtl@
the slege by duelling with the commander of the city (the
latter refused to oblige him). e | |

. Ellgabeth was furlous at the asininity of her ﬁomr%iéﬁ;'
and bemoaned the enormous drain that the fruitless axﬁ&ﬁié‘”
tions imposed upon her treasury. In all she had some 12,000
mén;sﬁraﬁahaﬁ along 400 miles of ﬁﬂ#&tliﬁég To make matters
w@rﬁéﬁ her assistance was wasted; she was getiing far less
gmnah per pound than anticlipated.

‘ Elizaheth ra&&llad BEgsex in January, lﬁ?&, but she "‘
&@ﬁlﬁ not repalr the damage he had done. The finely arrayed
English army had been reduced to a hollow shell of its former
- self. Déspita the arrival of reinfaraemenﬁﬁ (638 men) from
‘the ﬁetherlanﬁa in December, 1591, the Engl&sn army at that |
t&ma énnsigtad of only 198 officers and 1,089 men. No wonder
L&izabatﬁ angrily rejected Henry's appeals for 5,000 new
ﬁr&éps in December. Later she relentad‘whaa:aha‘@aaliﬁéé 3
that Henry desperately needed aid 1If he were to defeat Parma
who wes merching to the relief of Rouen. On Harch 27, &5?3,.
© the Queen dispatched 1,600 troops to Rouen, but again it was
| 8 "mﬁe of "too little, too late;" :pm, with 13,@001%% |
and 4,000 horse, outmaneuvered Henry and 1ifted the long

4,
slege on April 104 2
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After the unsuccessful siege of Rouen, English troops
in Prance dwindled to about 800 men. Although Elizabeth pree
ferred to end her gifts to Henry altogether, Spaln gave her
no choice, Philip continued his efforts to legalize the
puppet French monarch, Charles X. $8ince the only way the
Spanish King could accomplish this aim was by eliminating
Henry of Navarre, the rightful heir, hiz most Catholic
flajesty continued to help the Leaguey an action which comw
pelled Ellzabeth to counter with another expedition on bew
half of Henry IV.

A new difficulty now arose in recrulting troops. ¥Ho
longer was 1t considered glamorous and adventurous to go
to Prance. Burghley took note of that faet, and the privy
eouncil slso admitted that the nation was murmuring more
and more againgt sending men to France to be slaughtered.
England was beginning to feel the impact of her great
losgsas In TFrance and In the Netherlands: Out of three
arnies sent to the Gulse and Duteh battlefleldsy only a few
thousand sick and wounded soldiers had returned. Ho longer
did men respond enthuslastically %o the call., Although there
were 30,000 unemployed in London, hundreds hid out in
Blackfriars, Whitefriars and other sections of the elty to
avoid the draft«ég Even the modest order for 4,000 men could
not be filledy Norrls finally salled with 1,200 troops, and

3 N ,,
Ibide, pe 287,
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this small force was more than offset by the arrival of
. 44 ,
2,000 Spaniards in France. By 1593, the Inglish army in

France had been lncreased to 24,000 men.

Conelungion

The four expeditions to France had wrecked English
finances, In the period from 1589-1593, Elizabeth spent
T 300,000 on behalf of Henry IV, and B 500,000 in the
Retherlandss During the same period, additionsl revenues
were devoted to the Irish wars, to naval construetion, and
to maintenances. Hard pressed to pay for her miiitaﬁy ven~
tures, the gueen was forced to sacfifice large tracts of
crown land and resort to the gale of monopolies and bene-
Vﬂlﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaég'

In return for these expenditures on behalfl of her
allies, England had avoided the combined menace of Guise
and Spain; however, Elizabeth probably was relieved when
Henry ascended the throne of France in 1593; though she
would have preferred that he remain protestant. Although
there was no reason to hope that Henry's asgcendency had
marked the end of an Interminable drain upon Elizabeth's
treasury, the Queen soon was disappointed, for the Franco~
Spanigh war continued snother five years, and when Spanish

MM*& pps 282-290,
44 |
Heale, Queen Elizabell

b Iy pe 337.
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troops threatened Brittany early in 1594, she was forced
to send another 4,000 troops to help the French king, lest
Spain gain the West of France. Henry IV mp&iﬁ his old |
collaborator for this final assistance by meking a separate
peace wlth Spain. It was a fitting end te a relationship
marked from the beginning by gulle of both sides.



CHAPTER III

ELIZABETH AND THE ASCENDANCY OF
HENRY IV: 1577-1593

The Huguenot-Folitique llerger

Henry of Navarre lnherited the charm of his father,
Anthony, and the religion of hils mother, Jeanne d'Albret.
Fortunately, he inherited neither the laziness of the
former nor the dogmatlsm of the latter.

Henry had saved his lifeyat the MHassacre of Saint
Bartholomew's Day by turning Catholie, but, since he and
the young Prince of Condé were the logical leaders of
the Huguenot movement, they were kept in custody by
Charles IX and his successor Henry III. Condé, however,
escaped from court in 1575, and he was followed by Henry
of Navarre who renounced his former "conversion® in 1576.

&fter the fourth war, which followed the Saint Barthol-
omew's Day Massacre, there had occurred a m@rgar'of the
Huguenots with the Peliﬁi@aas, a group of nobles who sought
more liberty, political power, and government reforms. Al-
though some of the Politiques were Catholic, they joined
the Huguenots, because they, like the protestants, were
objects of Henry 1I1's oppression, and neither faction was
strong eﬂoﬁgh to stand alone against the governments The
Politique element diluted the religious emphasis of the
Huguenots, and by 1575, the 0ld party of religion had died.
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Desplte the continued presence of individual zealots, the
organization was no longer Calvin's, but that of the po-
litiesl Huguenots. The party now was dedicated to reform,
demanding both civil and religious libarty.i

Henry of Navarre built his party during the years
followlng the Peace of Bergeraec (1577). Not only was
Havarre the highest ranking protestant noble in France,
but he alsc was next to Henry III's younger brother,
Alengon, 1n succession to the throne. In May, 1584,
Alen%on lay dy;ng of fever in the Netherlands; conse~
quently, Navarre's importance lncreased enormously. Even
before Eligabeth's former suitor died, many nobles de-
clared allegiance to Henry of Navarre in preference to
his aged uncle Charles of Bourbon, whom the Gulsards

hoped to crown in the event of Henry IIl's death. 2

The Rige of the Holy League
After Alengon's death in June, 1584, a popular
Catholic movement arose to meet the Huguenot menace, since
Henry III was too weak to deal effectively with it. The

idea was not new, for radical Catholics had formed a league

lrhompson, The Wars of Religion im France, p. 499.

2
Le Brumen to Walsingham, May 29 1584, Sophie Lomas,
editor, Co 8+ Fe, July, 1583-July, 1584, p. 519.
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in reaction to the over-generous Peace of Honsieur in 1576.
Although bullt around the Catholic nobility and headed by
the Duke of Gulse, it had not been as revelutionary as the
Holy League of 1585. The purpose of the former was simply
the eradication of heresy in France, whlle the latter,
with the same aim, Joilned with Spaln againsi the French
monarchy. Just as the Anglo-Huguenot Alllance had almost
proved fatal in 1562, so the alliance with Spain eventually
brought about the downfall of the Holy Laague.3

If the League of 1576 had not been as radical as 1ts
successor, its leader, the Duke of Guise, did hold revolu=-
tionary ldeas. He wanted power, and, to gain it, he was
willing even to oppose the King. His ambition led him to
seek support outside France, and in 1577, he made his first
attempt to obtailn assistance from Philip II and to interest
the Spanish monarch in restoring Mary to the Scottish throne
as a preliminary to stamping out protestantism in that
country. Philip, who was a devout Catholle, was receptiive
to Guise's scheme; no less than the Duke, he deslred the
restoration of Mary in Scotland and also her ascendancy in
England. Finally, freeing France from heresy seemed a

noble cause. On the more mundane side he wanted Guise's

Koenigsburger, "Organization of Revolutionary
Parties,®™ ppe. 335-351.
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help againgt the Dutch. Although the negotiations augured
well for their future relations, Gulse and Philip could
not strike an agreement. His Most Catholic Majesty did
order a detailed cost estimate of the Duke's proposed
Scottish expedition, but he never went beyond the planning
stage. Philip was not ready for an alliance with Guise in
1577, fearing that such a momentous step might provoke
Elizabeth into sending a large force to the Netherlands;
moreovery he distrusted ths Duke'4

After the fallure of his bid for a Spanish alliance
in 1577, Guise bided his time until the formation of the
Holy League in 1585, Although not officially sanctioned
by the Church, the League grew rapidly drawing its support
chiefly from artisans, guilds, and public offlclals. Backed
by this powerful Catholic movement, Gulse soon became
strong enough to remove moderate royallst officlels and
replace them with Catholic zealots. His movement coniinued
to gain strength, until, on the Day of the Barricades, lay 12,

1588, the Duke drove the King of France from Paris‘g

4
P. 0. de Torne, "Phillppe II et Henri de Guise

le
déout de leurs rélations, 1578," Révue historigue (1673)
Pbs 323335,

Koenigsburger, "Grganizatioa of Revolutionary Partles,®
(July, 1931), pp. 347-340.
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Henry of Havarre's Hegotlations wiﬁh.ﬁeﬁry 111

While Henry of Guise became ilncreasingly rebellious,
Henry of Navarre sought to legalize hls cause by linking
it to that of the King. Although religious differences
presented an obstacle, both Havarre and Henry III nursed
eem&an antipathy toward Spain. The King had inherited
the Valols fear of Hapspurg encirclemeni, and Henry of
Navarre wanted to regain his encestrsl lands from Spalne
In 1582, the Huguenot leader initlated negoiiatians with
his Mest Christlan Majesty in an attempt to persuade him
to break openly with Spain. Henry 1II, however, had too
much respect for Spanish might, and, though he promised
vaguely to ®annoy® Philip II, he promptly forgot his
pledges

Henry of Navarre again sought an anti~S8panish slliance
with the Crown in 1583, and sent Du Plessis=Mornay to the
King with a warning about Philip's intervention in France
and a proposal that they comblne forces to drive the
Spaniard from French soil (lneluding of course, ﬁa?arra},?
While expressing sympathy with Navarre's cause, Henry III
still was reluctant to defy openly Guise and Spaia,

6Cahham to Walsingham, November 4, 1582, A, J, Butler,
editor, C. 8. F., May-December, 1582 (London, 1909), p. 435,

Henry of Eavarre to Henry I1I, towards the end of the
year, 1583, Jules Berger de Xlvrey, editor, Eg%z,
£ 1 des lettires missives (Paris, 1843~18 I, 618
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particularly after the coneclusion of a treaty between Henry
of Guise and Philip II early in 1585. The King expressed
to Navarre that he was powerless to stop Guise, who was
bent on exterminating the Huguenots, and consequently could
not predict what would be his policy toward the protestants.
Thils confession served only to emphasize how thoroughly he
had become the bondsman of Guise«a

The Treaty of Nemours, 1589

"Realizing that the King was belng dragged into the
Guige~Spanish camp, Henry of Havarre wrote several desperate
letters to him in an effort to dissusde him. Since the two
greatest obstacles to a royalist-Hugunenot alliance were re=
ligion and Gulse's proximity to the court, Navayre stressed
the secular nature of the iluguenot movement and suggested
that he would move his own camp closer to Paris to counter~
. balance the force which threatened the King,g Qther appeals
followed, but Henry III, though he preferred Henry of Havarre
to Smiss, did not have the coursge to ally with the former.
He may well have been influenced by the faet that Navarre
had little support at thie time from Elizabaﬁh, who, as
noted previously, refused Henry's requests for aid in 1585,
because she belleved Henry III would ally with the Huguenot

leader. Despite Navarre's assurances that he was strong

.
Ibid., April 13, 1585, II, 38.
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enough to defeat Guise without foreign help, Henry II1 sub-
mitted to the demands of Gulse and Catherine, and signed
the Treaty of Nemours whieh deprived the Huguenots of all
toleration. Henry of Navarre did not accept this treaty as
definitive, for he understood the King's vaclllating nature
and thought he might yet return to the side of his preference.
Kavarre continued to argue with irrefutable logic that the

0
last Valols had joined France's anemies.l

War of the Three Henries: 1585-1589

The Treaty of Nemours gave the Huguenots no recourse
save arms. But to fight they needed forelign help; there~
fore, Navarre worked hard to win the support of Elizabeth
and Duke Casimir. S8egur-Pardeilhan begged Elizabeth to
finance a German army and to send an English fleet, imply-
ing that she was Navarre's sole hope, ©Simultaneously,
Henry plied Duke Casimir with similar reqguests and compli-
ments. He mentioned that he had sent an agent to England
to negotiate with Ellzabeth but assured the Duke that his
prineipal reliance was on him, who had helped the Huguenpts
more than anyone elsagll

After his dlsappointing mission to England ended in

July, 1585, 3égur-Pardeilhan was sent to Germany to levy

101p34., July 21, 1585, pp. 95-97.

11 '
Henry of Navarre to Duke Casimir, May 10, 1585,
ibid., pp» 58=59.
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troops for Henry. MNavarre preferred more cavalry than ine
fantry, and, among the latter, a higher proportion of Swlss
than Lapndknechts. Since experienced commanders were desir-
able, he requested Casimir to lead the army in persanmlz The
Huguenot agent began negotiations in Germany in the fsll of
1585, but when the Germans learned of Navarre's peace he-
gotiations with Henry III, he could make no progress. The
Auguenot Prince hastened to assure Casimir that his negotia-
tions with the King were not serious, but merely a means of
gaining time until German help could arrivegl

Distrust of Navarre was not the only reason Casimir
delayed; he wanted Elizabeth to finance the venture and the
Qaéen was reluctant to oblige him. The result was an im-
passe; Navarre's reassurances and requests for prompt action
met with a dilatory attitude, foreing him in turn to use de-
laying tacties in his war against Guise and the King. Through-
out the winter and spring of 1586 Navarre admonished Ségur-
Pardeilhan to speed up negotiations, since the Huguenots
could not remaln on the defensive indeflnitely; however,
Casimir would not be hurried. By fall, 1586, Henry of
Navarre was desperate. Although he had mansged to hold hils

12
Henry of Navarre to Ségur-Pardeilhan, August 19, 1585,
ib&g, P« 3.19, 120.

13 |
Ibid., August 30, 1585, p. 127.

14;&&&;, towards the end of January, 1586, p, 188,
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own agalnst the three fresh, well-paid armles of the League,
he had to take the offensive soon or be defeated. BSince he
gould not attack without reinforcements, he ordered Ségur
to obtain 1t at aneeal

Fortunately for Ségur-Pardeilhand and the luguenots,
Elizabeth, in the summer of 1586, was persuaded to help
Navarre as & security measure. Realigzing that the Hupuenots
were in danger of belng defeated, she gave just enough money
to prine Cagimir into action. Through her agent, Horace
Pallsvicino, her original offer of & 10,000 was doubled
in January, 1587. For thelr part, the Huguenots agreed to
furnish 3-6,000'16 Elizabeth added another £ 10,000 before
the year's end, making the total sum B 36,000. With this
money Navarre levied 5,000 cavalry and 4,000 foot which, in
addition to 16,000 Swiss aslready hired by the Huguenots, gave
the protestants 28,000 additional troaps.17 So expensive was
the upkeep of an army, however, that the % 36,000 provided
only for the initial cost., When Henry wrote the Queen in
Mey, 1587, of his impending march northward to join forces
with these German mercenaries, he again asked for funds to

18

to pay thenm. But Flizabeth, because of her activity in

151p18., September 20, 1586, pp. 233-239.
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iiphonse de Ruble, editor Hé@giggg inédits de Michel
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hotes by Burghley, June 13£%1589,‘Riahar& Be Wernham,
editor, C. 8. Fe, January-July, 1589 (London, 1950}, p. 321.

laﬁenry of Kavarre to Xlizabeth, May 8, 1587, Xivrey,
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the Netherlands, conecluded that she had spent as wmuch on
Henry as she could afford, and she refused to deal with
Henry's envoy, the Sleur de Buzenval. Not understanding
Elizabeth's position, Henry laid the blame on Buzenval,

whom he accused of l&&kingrdiligence‘lg

The Battle of Coutras, 1587

On October 20, 1587, while Henry was enroute to meet
his Germans (without the money to pay them), he encountered
near Coutras a League army commanded by the young General
Joyeuse., 4 vieious struggle ensued in which Joyeuse was
killed and the larger League force put to flight, gi?ing
Henry his first great victory--without the ald either of
Eligabeth or the Germans. Just as he did later at Arques
and Ivry Henry won because he was the better general and be=
¢ause his ragged troops were hardened, disclplined soldiers.
50 Tearsome did Henry's reputation become that at the siege
of Paris in 1589, 60,000 fighting men of the League allowed
Paris to starve rather than engage him and his 15,000.29

Havarre's fallure to follow up his victory, Henry of
Guise's defeat of the long-awaited German army at Vimroy,

and the FPrince of Condé's death partially eclipsed the

19
8 Henry of Navarre to Buzenval, July 20, 1587, ibid.,
Ps 290

20
Armstrong, The French Wars of Rellgion, p. 117.
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Huguenot success at Coutras. Henry of Navarre was astonished
at the ease of Guise's victory and confessed to Ségur-
Pardeilhan thet he probably had depended too much on German
troops. But Henry could not be particular, since German
mercenaries were, at the time, the only foreign troops
available to him, and with misgivings, he ordered Ségur-
Pardeilhan tc resume efforts to ralse more mf‘them,gl

Henry spent the remainder of 1587 and 1538 preparing
for an cxpected League offensive. Uslng La Rochelle as
the main commercial depot, he sent to BEngland for arms,
powder aﬁd grain¢22

Fortunately for Henry of Navarre, Henry 1II, fearing
that Henry of Guise planned to assassinate him, did not stay
long in the Guise~Spanish camp. Friction continued between
the two until the King attempted to defy his more powerful
noble and was driven from Paris on May 12, 1588. Henry III
fled to Blois, where he desperately sought a way to curtall
the ascendancy of Gulse. He declded to have the popular
Duke murdered, and guards carried out the deed, after Gulse
had been summoned to Blois, presumably to negotiate. Henry

IIl's assassination of Guise threw the King into open op-

position to the Leagve, and, anticipating the struggle to

21 Henry to Ségur-~Pardeilhan, towards mid-Hovember, 1587,
Xivrey, editor, Lettres missives, II, 316-318.

22
Henry of Navarre to Burghley, January 15, 1588, ibid.,
PPe 333=334.
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come, he allled with Henry of Navarre in April, 1589,

3ince opposgition to Spain was the primary condition for
Elizabeth's ald, she was ag willing after the union of Henry
III and Navarre to help the former as she had been the
latter. By June, 1589, she was prepared to render substantial
help to the new Royalist-Huguenot coalitiﬁﬁ123 Before
Elizabeth could send aid,‘hnwever, and just as the new allies
laid siege to Paris, Jacques Clément, a religlous fanatie,
murdered Henry III on August 2, 1589,

ATter Henry [Il's death, Henry of Navarre wss King by
right, but he had yet to win the approbation of the Catholie
majority of his subjects. Host of the dead King's arny re-
fused to serve Navarre after the death of its master, The
Duke of Epernon acted typically when he defected with his
44000 men, Thus weakened, Henry had to liftgiha siege which
hed begun under such favorable clrcumstances.

The new uncrowned King had three cholces after lifting
the siege of Paris: he could recross the Lolre and move
south, abandoning the North to the Lesgue; he could advance
east along the Marne in the hope of obtaining assistance

from the Swiss and Germans; or he could march to Hormandy,

23
Estimate of the cost of a German levy for Henry III,
June 13, 1589, Richard B. Wernham, editor, C. S. F«, January-
July, 1589 (London, 1950), p. 321.

24
Mertha W. Freer, Higtory of the Relgn of Henry IV
King of France and Navarre Lendﬁﬂtz%géaa Y, 26, 27,
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there assuring himself of cities not yet committed to the
League, gathering taxes, and receiving the aasistanca that
England had promised. The last possibility was the most
attractive to Henry, and he moved weatQ

As most of Normandy fell to the King, he settled down
there to await Elizabeth's aid, basing his hope on the one
common interest he had with Eligabeth: that of opposing
Spain at every paint;zﬁ If he wen his fight for the throne,
Elizabeth would be assured that Spain no longer controlled
the government of France., In the French King she would
have a firm and permanent ally. On the other hand, should
Henry fail, Spain would control France and exercise an over~
whelming influence in Buropean politics. Elizabeth had no

2
cholceae. 7

The Battle of érques, 1589

In early September, 1589, Henry negotlated with
Elizabeth from Dieppe, but made little progress because of
the Queen's insistence on Calais as the price of her support.
Since Henry refused to cede the coastal city, which wss not
even in his hands at the time, her Bgitaﬂnic Majesty reluc~
taﬂtly-agraed to send ald with only ﬁavarra'a‘afﬁ~brakan

25

Hardouin de Beaumont de Preéfixe, Higtoric Mémolrs of

, Hritten Command of Louls XIV
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géPierra de L‘Esteile, Journal pour le régne de Henri IV,
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word as collateral. It arrived too late, however, to assist
Hanryxiﬁ his second great battle of the war near the little
town of Arques. As at Coutras the King depended upon his
old followers, and they did not fall himnzg

While Henry IV had negotiated with the English Sovereign,
the Duke of Mayenne, Henry of Guise's brother and successor
as head of the League's army, marched in pursuit of bls new
King with an army of 25,000 men. Soon it was rumored in
Paris that the Duke had éornered Henry and was certain to
capture the King if he did not flee to England or La Rochelle.
Some Parisians were so sure of Henry's capture ﬁhat they re~-
served the best vantage points élong the road on which Henry
would be dréwn, bound and garrotted into the city*zg

But Mayenne's army did not fare well in ﬁorméndy; on
September 13, 1589, the Duke received a sample of what was
in store for him when he encountered a small Huguenot recon~
naisance force under Francois de Coligny (the old Admiral's
son) and Marshal Biron. The larger League army should have
routed the Huguenots; however, it showed little fighting
spirit or diseipline, and was repulsed at every point with
heavy 198353;30

On September 21, Mayenne came upon Henry's main force

near Argues. The King had only 500 horse, 1200 French foot
28

6 Quentin Hurst, Henry of Navarre (New York, 1938), p.

29L*Estaile, dournal, p. 24. 30;2;@;, PP+ 24~25.
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soldiers, and 2500 Swiss, 4200 in all, but he chose his posi~
tion carefully, and the ponderous ansnne.straggleé futilely
to subdus a force one sixth his strength. Forced to attack
on a four-hundred yard front, Mayenne lost the effect of his
numerical advantage; however, the issue remained in doubt
until Coligny, who was a few miles away, on his own initia#
tive rushed to Henry's aid. Their combined force, aided by
a strateglcally placed battery of artillery, forced Mayenne
to withdraw.

It was all done without English ald, though Elizabeth

had ordered the Willoughby expedition to sail before the
Battle of Arques was fought. On September 23, two days
after the battle, thirteen English ships laden with ammuni-
tion and presents arrived at Dieppe. Thelr cargo ecﬁsiétéd
of & 20,000, 70,000 pounds of powder, 3,000 cannon balls,
700 sacks of flour, casks of wine and beer, cloth, house-
slippers, and many other praviaions*Ba Even more welcomed
than these supplies were @illeughby’s 4,000 troops and the
1,200 Scottish soldlers sent by James VI*33

English succour proved helpful almost immediately. ’Hews

of Willoughby's arrival caused consternation in Mayenne's

nm‘ s Pe 25;

freer, History of the Relen of Henry IV, I, 62-63.

33
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battered ranks, further damaging morale which already was
low. A more tanglible result of Elizabeth's help was the
failure of Mayenne's attempt on September 27 to outflank
Henry and teke Dieppe. The Duke succeeded in avoiding
Henry's troops, but as he approached Dieppe, he encountered
a hall of English shot, projected from the city's walls by
English powder. His own cannonade proved ineffectual in
the face of this unexpect reply, and the League army was
forced to withdraw.34

The Siege of Paris, 1589

After defeating Hayenne and receiving English reiﬁforee~
ments, Henry decided that he was strong enough to take Parls,
Mﬁ?éhing eastward, he began the slege with a patchwork army
on October 30, 1589. Generals La Noue and Caligny COMw
manded ten,regiments of French 1nfantry and one regimant
each of Germans and Swissjy Marshal ﬁumant, four ragimaﬁts
of Frenah,infantry, two regiments of Swiss, and four come
paﬁies of "adventurers;" énd Harshal Biron, two regiments of
French infantry, one of Swlss, and Willaughhy's 4,000
English.Bﬁ

Although Henry surrounded Paris, he lacked the ar-
tillery with which to breach its walls. He tried, therefore,

34Frear, distory of ihe Reign of Henry IV, I, 63-64,

3%L'Estoile, Journal, p. 647; the English invested the
faubourgs Saint 6ietar and Saint Marceau.
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to goad the Duke of Mayenne into battle, but memories of
Argues still burned in his mind, and he refused to give
hatt1e¢36 Frustrated in his efforts to capture the capital,
Henry returned t{o Normandy, hoping to geti more assistance
from Elizabeth and to capture the towns there which re=
mained loyal to the Leagne. #4s he moved west, the King had
remarkable success. HNot only were many of the western League
cities afrald of the "diable d'érgues,"” but also they were
reluctant to fight against their rightful king--even if he
waere protestant., In early December, Le Hans fell almost at
the first cannon shot, though it was well prepared for a
siege. Nineteen days later Vicennes surrendered. On
December 23, Henry attacked Alencon, which fell in a few
days. ilany lesser cities followed these exaﬁples;3?

Elizabeth's troops acquitted themselves well in Henry's
western migration, and, when they returned home in early
1590, Henry commended them for thelr contribution. He also
expressed his gratitude to the Queen, pralsing the valor of
her troops and especially that of their valiant leader

36
Ibide, pe 28.

37
ibid., ppe 30-31.
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| 38

%illoughby. Impressed by Henry's good opinion of her
troops, Elizabsth honored her general on his return, %o
Henry she expressed her satisfaction that English troops had

been Instrumental in recovering important cities,3g

The Battle of Ivry, 1590

Despite Willoughby's return to England, Henry con-
tinued his successful campaign in Normandy. Hayenne, weake
ened by desertions, still feared to attack him until reine
forced by Philip II. After receiving Spanish aid, Mayenne
pursued Henry, and in early March, 1590, the King was come
pelled to 1ift a slege of Dreux to face the advaneiﬂg‘Laagus
&fmys’ In the mistaken bellef that Henry was in retreat, Hay-
enne advanced and suddenly met Henry face to facé at Ivry
on Harech 14, 1590. Once again Mayenne enjoyed numerical
superiority (12,000 foot and 4,000 horse to Henry's 8,000
foot and 3,000 horse), but the King had the better army.
Intensely loyal and French to the core, its battle cry was
“"death to the foreigners.® 40

3gﬂenry IV to Elizabeth, about November 5, 1589, Xivrey,
eds, Lettres missives, III, 67; Henry was not always so come
Llimentary to w&&lﬁughhy himself. One of the gentlemen of
the King's chamber complained that some of Willoughby's sol-
diers had lodged themselves in his house at Beauvron and had
sacked it., In a curt letter to Willoughby, Henry ordered him
to remove his soldlers at once (Henry to Willoughby, January
14, 1590, ibid., pp. 118).

393115&hath to Henry IV, December, 1589, ibid., pp.
131~-132.

*Onurst, Henry of Navarre, ppe 94-95
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The Battle of Ivry began as an artillery duel, but
Henry won it with his favorite arm--the cavalry. HMayenne's
first charge of reiters caused ﬁhe Huguenot lines to waver
momentarily, but Henry rallied his men with the famousg ade
monition to gather round his white plume if their standards
fell, for they would always find it on the road to victory
and hanerﬂél The flanking fire of Huguenot arquebusiers
soon threw relters into confusion; in falling back they
tlocked the advance of the League lancers of the center.
Henry saw his chance. Following the white plume of Bourbon,
his horsemen charged with such £lan that they eut through
Hayenne's army, then turned to atiack it again from the rsar.
The army of the League was virtually destroyed with losses
of 4,000 dead to Henry's casualtles of only 500. A majority
of Mayenns's infantry had thrown down their weapons before
they were committed. A4s at Coutras and Arques there had
been no English troops te help; nevertheless, English supe
plies had played a large part in the victory. On the day
after the battley, Henry thanked Elizabeih profusely for her
aid which he plsced next in importance to Divine intervenw

4
tion. 2

i g, Grant, Ihe French Moparghy, 1483-1789 (Cambridges.
1931), ppe 155«1564

42
Henry IV to Elizabeth% March 15, 1590, Xivrey,
editor, Letires missives, III, 164~166.
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Once more the road to Paris was open, but Henry did not
travel 1t for more than a month. During April he invested
a petty fortress in Champagne. The King, it appears, was
not nearly sc able a strategist as a tactician and aévalry
captain. But he was willing to learn. Belatedly, Henry be=
sleged the capital on May l.

Unlike the western ¢itles, Paris, the center of Holy
League activities, determined to resist a protestant king
until the end, The c¢ity held magnificently, even after
food was gone. After three months, Alexander Farnese, the
Duke of Parma, arrived to 1ift the siege.

But for the timely“ébpearaﬂce of the Spaniard, Paris
probably would have fallen, for. the proud city already was
reduced to cannibalism. Had Paris surrendered, Henry could
have removed the Laague*s leaders and made himself King of
France in fact as well as name. His fallure meant that his
conversion to Catholicism was lmminent, for Catholic France
would not receive her protestant King¢43 Henry probably
recognized this attitude, but he dld not feel at this time
that the Lssgue, which was inextricably linked to Spalgy
would accept his conversion. Such & move, MOTEOVET, night
cost him much of his Huguenot support. His only recourse,

therefore, appeared to be a continuation of war. Throughout

———T

43
Hurst, Henry of Havarreg, PP G7=100.
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most of 1591 a stalemate existed between the faction-ridden
League and Henry, who continued to depend on foreign aid.
Elizabeth sent NHorris's expedition, but it seldom met the
eneny and could boast of no more than the capture of a few
unimporiant towns.

Following the Horris expedition, Essex arrived in ?rahea
in the autumn of 1991 with 3,000 troops, which Henry left to
he entertained by subordinates, while he rode sast to mest &
force of 5,500 cavalry and 11,000 infantry sent by Casimir.45
The Essex army was used in Henry's siege of Rouen, which
Elizabeth insisted upon z8 s means of nullifying a Spanish
threat to the Horthwest, but difficulties sovon arose over the
support of the English army. Elizabeth had paid the initial
cost of the Essex expedition; Henry assumed 1ts support
thereafter. 8Since the King was notorlous among the ranks for
his inability to pay, one English soldier, 8ir Thomas Coningshy,
expressed the sentiments of his comrades when he confessed to
his diary: "This day beginneth the pay of the king; but much

more contented would we be in the pay of our blessed queeni®

44
Cheyney, 4 Higltory of Hng s I, 245,

* L'Estolle, Journal, p. 123

46
Sir Thomas Conlngsby, dournal of the Siegg of Rouen
.;?2;, John Gough Nichols, editor {(Camden Socletiy,
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Henry bore out Coningsby's mlisgivings, paying very
1ittle money to the English troops. Hany of the English
nobles were forced to support their own contingents. A
typical case was that of Robert Cary who supported five
houses of troops and '"one little ambling nag" st a cost of
thirty pounds a waakié?

Despite Henry's fallure to support them, the English
troops, like thelr predecessors of two years before, dige
tinguished themselves, showlng great courage in the face
of extreme hardships. Declmated by disease and battle,
most of them never saw England again; yet, when it wasg
rumored that the Queen was about to recall the exped}timn
because of Essex's behavior, ths army was d@wnaastuém Even
after their pay had become in arrears and most of their
comrades had fallen, the English at Houen displayed con-
siderable bravadc. On December 14, 1591, they boasted to
League sentinels that Villars, the Leagme‘commander, had
betler attack ilmmedistely if he expected to succeed, be-
cause the English, who expected the arrivel of 2,000 Eng~
lish veterans from the Low Countries, would be too strong
by the next day. (As previously noted, only 639 actually

49

Calcs )

47Robert Cary, Earl of Wonmouth, Memoirs (Bdinburgh,
18{}8)9 B 21.

wcﬁnmgshya Ihe Slege of Rouen, ps 24.

49
Ibid., p. 62.
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Villars did attack the besieging army while Henry was
away trying to intercept the Duke of Parma, the master
strateglist of the age, who was on his way to relieve Rouen.
The Rouen commender defeated the weskened Huguenot~English
coalition, and the slege was almost broken. BEelatedly,
Ellzabeth sent reinforcements to the broken army, but to
no avall, for Parma outmaneuvered Henry and lifted the
siege on April 10, 1592.

Following Henry's faillure to ftake Bouen, only a few
English remained in Prance. One of these was Hoger Williams,
whose regiment helped the King to retain Dleppe. 8o value-
able did Henry consider William's service thst hs told the
Gueen she could consider the victory hers, though the profit
was his;gc Elizabeth sent another expedition in 1592, but it
was of little aid to Henry, who realized that the time had

come for other tacitlics.

Breaking the Stalemate
4s early as 1590, when he failed t¢ win Paris, Henry had
verceived thet zrms alone would not put the crown on his
head. BSlnce Paris had refused to turn protestant, Henry,
who was no lover of dogmutism, prepared Lo go to Masg, at
least for the sake of appearance. By 1593, his followers

consisted of as many rebel Catholics (who opposed the League's

50 .
Henry IV to Elizabeth, June 13, 1591, Lettres missives,
111, 399, 400.
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alliance with Spaln), as protestants; therefore, there was
no longer a question of offending his suppnrﬂars.gl Early
in the year Henry opened secret negotiations with Pope
Clement VIII, In keeping with the duplicity which had long
characteriged his dealings with Elizabeth, Henry simul-
taneously assured the English Sovereign that hisg religious
convictions were immutableﬁ52

While the Pope was reluctant to accept the opportunistic
Henry, the French Church was not, and after & period of "in-
struction," received the King into the Church on July 29,
1593, In this simple manner the way to Parls was opened
after eight years of costly fighting had falled.

France recelved the news of Henry's conversion joyfully,
for it meant peace to the exhausted nation. The small number
of Henry's followers which had remained more Huguenot than
Politique sharply protested Henry's so-called betrayal, and
they refused to help thelr old leader in the last stages of
war with Spain. It took the Edict of Nantes (April 15,

1598) to conciliate this faction that had once been so loyal

to him.53
51
Armstrong, Ihe French Wars of Religion, pp. 115-116,
52
Hurst, Henry of Havarre, p. 1l3.
53

J» He M. Salmon, "Henri of ﬂavarre the Conclugion
of the French Wars of Religion,™ History igggx Vi (June,
1956), 387-3%4.
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Elizabeth was shocked by the King's conversion. Henry
had decelved her concerning hils intentions so that she would
leave her troops in France until after he had made this big
step. Henry's tactlcs were so successful that, in the same
month that he announced his conversion, 1500 English under
Roger Williams took part in the King's last siege of Paris,
and Elilzabeth had promised reinforcements. On hearing of
Henry's alleged apostasgy she immediately ordered the recall
of her troops from Paris and cancelled the planned additional
ald.

It now appeared that English aid to Henry IV was at an
endy but this was not the case. The Queen had never been in-
terested in France's internal quarrels except as a means of
undermining the Guise-Spanish threat to England (and possibly
regaining Calais). Since Philip continued his struggle for
hegemony in France, Elizabeth dild not carry out her order to
withdrsw her troops, though she did recall Williams and con-
tinually threatened to bring back her army.54

Although Henry hed gained the throne by other than mili-
tary means, English forces were valuable in sustaining him
until he was able to take advantage of a rising French
national spirit to gain Catholic suppert. Eligzabeth's troops
had been faithful despite Henry's duplicity, and, while other

54
m‘v’ PP 290~292.,
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foreign troops were &espis&é by the French, the English
generally won the admiration of theilr former enemies. Henry's
great minister, the Duke of Sully, later expressed khis atﬁin
tude in his Memolrs

If we except a small number of French Protestants,

whoge fidelity was unquestionable, and most of the

English troops, who seemed to act sincerely with us,

all the rest of the King's srmy served him without

affection, often unwillingly, and wished perhaps

that he might suffer some considerable loss. 55
It was quite a compliment for the inexperienced English
recruits, whose courage and valor had compensated for thelr
lack of military skill and had proved them superlior to
Henry's professional Germans and Swiss. They took no part in
Kavarre's great battles, nor was their siegework at Rouen
and Parls fruitful, but without thelr presence and that of
Elizabeth's other aid it is lilkely that Henry never would

have come to the throne of France.

55
Quoted in Grant, Ihe French Moparch, I, 156.



CHAPTER IV
EPILOGUE

The End of the Franco~Spanish War: 1598

By his public abjuration of protestantism an,July"ES*
1593, Henry made himself aceaptaﬁlalta the great majority
of ?&éneh Catheollies, but the Holy Léague* withfsganish aid’
and enecouragement, continued its strnggle to bar fram thé
throne the one person who could uni te France. |

ﬁbilewing a policy of bribery snd aﬁa@iliatiﬁa, Eemry
sugaaeﬁaﬁ in winning over many members of the Laagﬁe aftar
his a@nV&rgiun* By spring, 1594, Paris, the eeﬁier of Leagua
strangth in France, had recognized Hanry of Bourbon as kiug,
The Leagae, however, remained strong in the North, maintaiaw
ing its hold on Laon, Amiens, Solssons, Noyon, Relms, Baerai,
E@%he}, and other cities. Brittany, too, belonged to the ‘
&é#gaa,-as did Harseille, Toulouse, and much of Laﬂgnadée in
tha wﬁﬁthal '

o anJanuary 17, 1595, Henry IV formally declared war on
Spaine. While this action did not alter the relations of the
ﬁwﬁ countries (they had been at war sinee 1589), it did em-
phaaize the anti-national character of the $panish~suhsidixe&
Ealy Laagu&. Henry increased his war effort, bﬂt laekad tha

Bﬁrmm The French Moparchy,I, 167.
87



88
resources to erush the Leagne's strongholds, and, as so
often in the past, he looked to Bngland for help.

Eligabeth had left troops at Parls after Henry's con-
version for fear that Spain might yet defeat him and turn
UpoR Engiﬁné. Early in 1594, when the Spanish threatened
Brittany, she reinforced this contingent, but by the end of
1599, she had withdrawn 1t. Henry now proposed that England
and the United Provinces Join France in a crusade against the
Hapsburg menace to Europe. Ellzabeth, who viewed with appre-
hension the tightening Spanish hold on northern and western
France, agreed to Henry's proposal as did the Dutceh Netheps
lands, and in May, 1596, the three nations concluded a
triple alllsnce by which all promised not to make a separate
peace with Philip. |

By spring, 1597, Henry began the slege of Amiens, In
contrast to his veteran Huguenot armles which had won at
Chartres, Arques, and Ivry, the besleging force included
4,000 English, 2,000 Dutch, several thousand French Catholles,
and not one ﬂuguaaat*a In spite of & lack of Hugusnot sup~
porty his polyglot army fought well and forced the Spanish
garrigon to capitulate on September 25. 8till, though the
fall of Amiens was a serlous defeat for Spain, her arms were

victorious elsewhere, thus precluding an early end to the war.

2
Hurst, Henxy of Navarre, p. 138.



89

Lfter thirty-~five years of civil war, France was tired
of fighting, and her resources were sxhausted. Spain's con~
dition was no better; hence, it is not surprising that
Philip and Henry began peace negotiatlons in PFebruary, 1598,
at Vernins. When Elizabeth learned that they were near an
accord, she was furious, for she feared that a Franco-Spanish
‘geaae would mean another Spanish attack on England. The Engw
lish Sovereign hurriedly dlspatched Robert Cecil, Burghley's
son, to France to dissuade Henry., England and the Nether-
lands, who shared Elizabeth's fear of Spanlsh aggression,
even offered Henry 10,000 infantry and 1,000 horse if he
would recall his plenipotentiaries and continue the ware
Henry blandly replied that his nation was too exhausted to
continue the fight with or without ald. Since France had
sccepted him es her king and Spain had offered to restore
g1l French cities garrisoned by Spanish troops, there was
no longer any cause for hostility between the two natianasB
In vain Cecil stormed about Henry's treaty obligations, and
on Hay 2, 1598, Spain and France signed the Treaty of Vervins.
Upon receiving this news Elizabeth danaunééd the French
King asg “th@'&nti@hriat of ingratituﬁa¢“4 Fortunately for
Eﬁgland, Spain, whose King died only four months after con~

eluding the Treaty of Vervins, was no longer the power she

3
Freer, Higtory of the Reien of Henry IV, I, 333«
%Naal@, Queen Elizabeth _]_:_, P. 361.
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had been in 1588, Although she landed an army in Ireland
in 1601, it was beaten within two months.

The Value of English Ald to the Huguenots

The Huguenots consistently benefitted from thelr alliance
with England. Although they continually begged Elizabeth for
more substantial help, it is difficult to see, had they ob-
tained it, bow more could have been accomplished. Since the
total Huguenot population in France probably never exceeded
one million, all that the protestants wanted before 1589,
when they became identified with the Crown, was a measure of
toleration, and this they achieved. While losing most of the
early wars, the Huguenots consistently won extensive con~
cessions at the peace table. The Peace of Ambolse, 1563,
gave them extensive religlous liberties, which the Peace of
Longjumeau reaffirmed in 1568. The Peace of St. Germain,
1570, expanded these libertles, and protestant liberty of
consclence and civil rights wers guaranteed by the Treatly
of La Rochelle in 1573. The Peace of Monsieur, 1576, ex~
tended to the protestants the most liberal concessions of
the wars. Although the Peace of Bergerac modified the 1576
provision, it nonetheless protected Huguenot rights won in
the previous treaties. '

English diplomatie as well as material assistance was
largely responsible for the fact that the French protestants’
usually won the peace after losing the war. English supplies
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to Coligny in 1568~1569 forced the exhausted and weak Charles
IX to grant favorable terms., In 1573 the English Queen's
ingistence on a liberal peace for the Huguenots as a pre-
requisite to her consideration of a marriage to Alencon per-
suaded the crown to make concessions, Three years later her
assistance again enabled the Huguenots to continue fighting
until the bankrupt King was compelled to agree to thelr terms
in the Peace of Monsieur, which was the basis for the more
moderate Peace of Bergerac, 1577.

After Henry of Ravarre's ascendancy, the value of
Elizabeth's aid lay chiefly in its sustaining power, Without
England's help it is doubtful that Navarre could have main-
tained hisg cause against the combined forces of Spain and
the Holy League until he gained Catholiec support by abjuring
protestantism in 1593, While taking no part in Henry's more
spectacular successes, English soldiers served the King faithe
fully by lmproving Huguenot morale while that of the League
declined. Without Elizabeth's munitions and other supplles,
Navarre could not have tsken the offensive against the Leagus,

a measure which he deemed necessary for survival.

The Value of the Alllance to England
While the benefits of English aid to the Huguenots are
easlly demonstrated, the value of the Anglo~Huguenot Alliancse
to England is more difficult to ascertaln. Considered sep~

arately, Elizabeth's efforts in France often appear as
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expensive fallures. Her initial treaty with the Huguenots
in 1562 resulted in the loss of the majority of her ex~
peditionary forde to Le Havre and 1n uniting France in a
war against England. English hopes of prolonging the war
in 1577 were frustrated when Henry of Havarre concluded the
Peace of Bergerac, leaving Guise free to negotiate with
Philip II. The Queen's torturous diplomascy in 1587-1588,
which forced Henry III 1pt9 an alliance with Guigse and
Spain, led to the 1aunehing of the Spanish Armada. The
heavy losses suffered by her expeditions from 1589 to 1594
produced a popular reaction 1ln England, and Henry's betrayal
at Vervins in 1598 seemed to defeat Elizabeth's purpose for
entering the Triple Alliasnce in 1596: namely, to involve
Spain too deeply in France to attempt another invasiaa\af ;
England. ' |

While all of these events were individual defeats for
English diplomacy and arms, when put together they do not
spell the failure of Elizabeth's policy of aiding the
Huguenots and Henry IV. Her aid, though meager at times, did
sustaln the Huguenots and enable them, a small majcrity, to
threaten repeatedly the Guise faction and Spain. Although
she probably would have given more aid had she been able,
her Britannic Hajesty did not want to strengthen the
Huguenots before 1589.to the extent that they could gain
a decisive victory. Hather, by her in%é??&ntiﬁﬁ;’sha

sought to create a balance of power between the Huguenots,
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Guise, and Spain in order that the latter two would be kept
away from Eﬁglanﬁ;

It is not difficult to find fault with Elizabsth's
Huguenot policy between 1562 and 1593 (especially in 1588);
however, the final test of its success is this: did iv
accomplish its purpose? The answer ls found in the fact
that during this period no Guise or Spanlish force suc—
ceeded in touching upon English soil.
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Magsacre of Vassy, HMarch 1, 1562

Treaty of Hampton Court, September 10, 1562
Battle of Dreux, December 19, 1562

Peace of Amboise, March, 1563

Battle of St. Denis, November 10, 1567
Pgace of Longjumeasu, February 23, 1568
Battle of Moncontour, October, 1569

Peace of 5t. Germaln, August 6, 1570
Treaty of Blols, April 15, 1572

lassaere of St. Bartholomew's Day, August 24, 1572
Peace of La Rochelle, July, 1573

Peace of Honslieur, May 2, i576

Peace of Bergerac, September 17, 1577
Treaty of Nemours, July, 1585

Hary Queen of Scots's executlon, February 8, 1587
Battle of Coutras, October 20, 1587

et of Union, July 2, 1588

Assassination of Henry IIly, August 2, 1589
The Battle of Arques, September 21, 1539
The Willoughby Expedition, 1589

The Battle of I¥ry, March 14, 1590

The Horris Expedition, 1591

The Essex Expeditlon, 1592

Henry IV's Conversion, July 25, 1593

Triple Alliance, May, 1596

Treaty of Vervins, May 2, 1598
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