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CHAPYTER I

THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD
Introduction

The story of the advaencing Ameriecan frontier has
unending interest. Perhaps one of the most eolorful
and unusuasl frontier developments was that of the mining
frontier in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado. During
the years following the discovery of gold in 1858 and
the early 1880's occurred an almost unprecedented evolu-
tion from e primitive piéneer gociety to complex indus=
trisl development.

Throughout this period the nurerous gold discoveries
thaet were made resulted in the formetion of mining camps
and towns each of which wes emazingly similar in develop-
ment to the others. Eech discovery resulted in & rush to
the region by hundreds of prospectors hoping to strike it
rich, and s typleal booming, bolsterous camp csme into
being. After the easily acquired supply of gold was ex=-
hausted, the ¢smps began to decline. Other methods of
mining led to Industriglization. The life and growth of
the mining towns and camps during this brief pe?icd of
twenty-five years demonstrates the transition from primi-

tive beginnings to & highly organized society.



Reglon of the Gold Discovery

"Our fortunel” echoed the ery, "Our fortune is made."1
These were the words with which the Green Russell prospecting
party heralded their discovery of gold on the south fork of
the Platte in the summer of 1858, Their fortunes were not
made for the diggings proved to be but a pocket which soon
played out, but the news of this first American discovery
of gold iIn the Rocky Mountains caused the great rush to
Pike's Peak in seerch of gold and not only lald the foun-
dations for the settlement of the reglon, but established a
pattern for its development.

Refore 1858, the Rockies had been but s barrier to
those who sought the gold of Celifornia, the fertile lands
of Oregon, or the tra:de of Santa Fe. Settlement had not ex~
tended past esstern Kansas and Nebrasks. The region of the
Great Fleins was known es the Grest Americen Desert aﬁd was
thought to be uninhabiteble. Equally unattrasective to the
settler was the mountainous region of which the sres is
largely made up., This great plle=-up of mountsin ranges con-
talns fifty~two peaks which reach an sltitude of over
1l,000 feet and hundreds which rise to over 12,000 and
13,000 feet.

How the prospectors ever msnaged to find ways
through the intricaclies of this forbidding country

Iﬁaorge F, Willison, Here They ﬁug the Gold, p. 8.




to where the pockets of gold lay, continues to ex-

cite the imeginetion. Even when these men reached a

vein or pocket of gold, you still wonder how they

mainteined the supply lines for food, clothling end
tools. Their coursge and endurance sappalls you, not
only when you drive over g main highway and see mine
shaft houses perched on top of inaceessible crags

but even more so when you force a car over sn old

abendoned road, up grades that would now be con-

sidered intolerable, or resch a plesce where the road
disappears, forcing you to leave the gar and go on
into these mountaln fasitness on foot,

Pilke's Peak 18 perhaps the most famous of all the Colo-
rado peaks. It is exceptionsl in i1ts relative altitude,
rising as 1t does to 14,147 feet above a rolling uplsnd
which is here but little sbove 9,000 feet.3 It served as
g landmark for two mining ekeitememts. In the rush to
Californie, after 1848, the sdventurers that came westward
gseross the pleins shaded thelr eyes to csteh the first
glimpse of the beacon wmountein, whieh Lieutenant Zebulon
Pike had reconnolitred in the first vesrs of the eentury,
Ten yeers later the rumor of gold being found in this part
of the country csused the celebrated Pike's Fesk gold

ruah.&

Rumors of Gold Before 1858
The rumors of gold which touehed off the Plke's Pesk

gold rush were nothing new. Rumors of the presence of gold

2Muriel Sibell Wolle, Stempede to Timberline, p. 1

Bﬁsvin . Fenneman, Physiography of Western United

States, p. 98.
b

T. A. Richard, A History of Americen ¥ining, p. 14h1-42.




had circulsted throughout the Rocky ¥Mountsin Region for
more than two centuries. The first stories of gold lured
Coronsdo far to the northern intericr of North Ameriea in
search of Clbols and Gran Quivira. He found no gold but
the Spaniards dld not give up their quest for the preclous
metals, snd at infrequent intervals entered Coleorsdo. In
1595 Onate explored the San Luls valley in Colorado and
reported the finding of gold a short distence above Fort
Garlend, but if any sttempt wes made to establish a setﬁle~
ment there, no record of It hes been presarvad.E Perhaps
the first prospecting expedition in Colorado wes led by
Juasn Maris de Rivers in 1765. This expedition, sent by the
governor of New Mexico, explored the southern bsse of the
San Juan Mountszins and the velleys of the Dolores snd
Gunnison. Ore was found on the South Platte, but only in
small quantities.5 Hew Mexlesns also did s little mining
on the weatern slopes of the Sangre de Cristo mountsins,
but the dete of discovery has not been determined.’

The French, too, were interested in the numerocus
stories told by the Indlans concerning the gold deposits
west of the Msssissippl. In 1702 some twenty Frenchmen

left Cahokla, Illinols,in search of these fesbulous mines.

6gWaaton Arthur Goodspeed, The Frovince snd the Ststes,
p. 308,

6Laﬁcy R+ Hafen, Colorado: The Story of a Western Com-
monweslth, p. 105.

TLeRoy R. Hefen, Pike's Peak Gold Rush Guide Books of
1859, p. 22.
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Although no gold was found the French persisted in belliev-
ing that the mines did exist. In 1758 the History of
Loulslans was publiahed in Paris showing s gold wine on
the Arkesnsss Biver and telling of a rivulet whose waters
rolled down gold dust.&

The English also brought atories beck of gold mines in
the West. An English geographer, Hermaen Moll, wrote across
his map of North America (Published in 1720), "This country
is full of mines.” As more English explorers pushed west~
ward, they brought back more vague stories of gold. Some of
these were so exaggerated as to have little basis in fact.
Jonsthan Carver, making & journey into the interior in
1766~68, wrote, "Some of the nations who inhsbit those parts
that lle to the west of the Shining Mountsins, have gold so
plenty among them that they mske thelr most common utensils
of 1t."9

The first American report of gold came from James Pur-
cell, who had wandered about as s trader in the trans-~
Mississippi country from 1802 to 1805, vbisutenant Zebulon
#ontgomery ¥ike, who met Purcell in Sants Fe, told the fol=-
lowing story:

e « one assured me that he hed found gold on the head

of Ls Platte, and had carried some of the virgin min-

eral in his shot pouch for months; but, thet being in
doubt whether he should aver agein behold the civilized

world, and losing in his mind all the 1deal value which
mankind have stamped on the metal, he threw the ssmple

81 b1d., p. 23. oid., p. 2l.



awey. He had imprudently mentioned it to the

Spaniards, who hed frequently solicited him to go

and show & detachment of cavalry the plsce; but,

concelving 1t te be in our territery, he had refused,
and was fearful that the clrcumatance might creste =
great obstacle to his legving the country.
Plke apperently pald little sttention to the story, but
the placer mines developed in South Park of Colorado in
1859 substentiate Purscell's story.

During the first helf of the nineteenth century,
when the region was inhabited only by Indiens and a few
traders and fur trappers, meny rumors of precious metal
deposits were spresd. WMost of these storles of gold, sil-
ver snd pearls to be found in the West had no faetuél
basis.

Perhaps the first Americsn party to enter Colorsdo
for the purpose of finding a fortune in precious metal
was led by a trapper, Jawes Cockrell, who thought that he
had dlscovered silver neer present Trinidsd. The pros=-
pecting party found what they supposed to be valuable sile
ver ore, but an asssy proved that their energles and‘priﬁ
vations in bringing the ore beck to St. Louls were wanted
for the ore wes valueless.ll

An sdventurous traveler, Rufus B. Sage, claimed to

have found mineral which he believed to contain gold while

193111 0tt Coues, The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike, II, pp« 758~59.

nﬁafen, Pike's Peak Guidebooks, p. 26.
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traveling throughout the locky Yountezin Region in
1“&3—&&.12 Ssge, who wrote two books about his travels
in the Rocky #ountains from 1741 to 1°Ll;, hed heard many
tales of the gold to be found there.l3

Rumors had circulrted of the bullets made of gold
useG by the Arapehoes. This sorewhat fantastic story was
repeated by Sage, who expleined 1t ss follows:

Some twenty years since, while the Arapshoes

were at hostilities with the whites, = war-party

of thet tribe advanced agsinst the Pawnees, led

by & noted chief called "Whirlwind." Three only

of them had guns, and they soon expended their

stock of bullets in shooting small game, there

being no buffalo upon the route. Finslly, left

witnout anything to est, they became discouraged.

During the conference, seversl small pileces of

glittering yellow substance were discovered upon

the surface, which proved soft and easily worked

into any shave. Irom these a supply of bullets

was procured, end resuming thelr course, they soon

efter met the Pawnees, with whom they fought, snd

were victoﬁious~~every buliet discharged killing

an enemy.l

Perheps the most disappointin- story told wes one of
& trapper, bustece Carriere, who becasme separated from his
companions and wandered about for several weeks. During
his wanderings he discovered some grains of gold on the
surface of the ground, taking them with him to Mexico snd

exhibiting them. A party was [ormed with Carriere ss

12Hafen, Colorsdo, the Story of a Western Commonwealth,
Pe 9.

139ufu3 E. Sege, Scenes in the Rocky Mountains, and in
Oregon, Geliformia, New Mexico, Texas and Lthe Grand Preirie

P

Urpia,, pp. 334-35.



s gulde, but he was unsble to find the exasect location of
his dliscovery and was severely beaten by his compsnions,
who supposed that he did not wish to revesl his secret.15
The trappers were apparently so intent on their search
for furs they psid little attention to the search for gold.
These wanderers who had the opportunity to achleve fame
and fortune in Colorado left the gold for others to de=
velop.

Others passing over the Rockies stopped occasionally
to prospect the streams In the valley of the South Platte
as 8 matter of curiosity. In 1850 groups of Western
Cherokees enroute from the Cherokee Nation to Celifornia
found minute guantities of geld in the form of pleces of
quartz on the banks of Ralston Creek, which was named for
one of the members of the party. They continued to
California. When they returned to Georgis they brought
with them stories of gold in the Rockies. This find at
Relston Creek was incentive thst produced the famous
prospecting expedition of 1868,

Throughout the fifties, stories of gold continued to
eirculate and 8 little flurry of excitement occurred when
a man named Norton sppeared with gold dust which he ssid

that he haed washed in the Pike's Pesk region. WNorton had

lsJahn Warner Barber and Henry Howe, All the Western
States and Territories, p. 518,




sccompanied & Californias<bound psrty to the Rockies in
1853 that had sscended the Arksnsas and turned north to
Fort Laramie‘lé

The Russell and Lawrence Parties

Among those particularly interested ln the teles of
the Cherokee Indians was Green Russell, & resident of
Dahlonega, Georgla. In 1857, the Russell brothers moved
from Georgia to Kensas, locesting on or neer Rock Creek,17
Upon haaéing of the Cherockee project, Green sold his farm
and returned to Georglia to organizse a party. Through ex~
change of correspondence between the two groups, s rendez=-
vous was arranged on the Sante Fe Trall in Kensas in May
and June, 1858, With the addition of others, the com-
bined party totasled one hundred and four and included
Georglans, Indisns and whites from the Cherokee nation,
led by Captaln Beck, men from Ray and Bastes Counties,
Missouri end a few Kensans.l18

Continulng up the Santa Fe Trail they passed Bentt's
Fort, turned northwestward to Fountain Creek, and reached
thelr destination on Rplston Creek in the latter part of

June. Here the company prospected for several days, but

163&rame C+ Smiley, History of Denver, p. 182Q

17Lewis Cess Gandy, The Tebors: A Footnote of Western
History, p« 29.

lBJunius Henderson and others, Colorado: 3hort Studies
of Its Past end Present, p. 102,
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found only 2 small quantity of gold. According to Wil-
1iam HMcKimens, a member of the party: ". . .we pros=-
pected on our way finding drift gold Iin all the creeks
averaging from one cent's worth of dust to the psn of
gravel."19 Since very 1ittle success had met their ef=-
forts, the majority of the company became discouraged,
and in spite of Russell's efforts tc dissusde them, re=
turned to their homes, leaving the determined Russell

and twelve others to carry on the search.c® fThis small
company prospected along the South Platte snd its tribu-
taries, finding gold in verying quesntities. Cherry Creek
was most frequently mentioned in thelr reports snd there-
fore beceme the most prominent.

The first gold of paylng quantity found by the re-
maining members of the party was found on Dry Creek,
several miles above the mouth of Cherry Creelk, on the
South Flatte, DBy the end of summer they had exemined a
large srea, ascending the Sbuth Platte and panning its
affluents as far north as Cache Las Poudre Creelk.

Reports of the gold in Plke's Peak spread rspldly
and in exaggerated form. Among these reports is one given

to the Weekly Kansas Herald of June 2. ™"On the head of

193efen, Pike's Feak Gold Rush Gulde Book of 1859,
p§5307, quoting William McKimens in a letter from Auraris,
128G,

zgﬁeadaraen, op. cit., p. 102-03,
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the South Fork of the Plette, near Long's Pesk, gold
mines have been discovered and 500 persons ere now work-
ing there."?l In eddition to these stories, the sp~
pesrances in Lswrence, Kensss, of gold bearing Indlans
served to arouse excitement., In the late spring, Fall
Leaf and Little Beaver displaved gold dust which they

sald was found in the region of Plke's FPesk, A pros-
pecting party wes orgsnized by cltizens of Lawrence, con=-
sisting of some fifty wen led by John H. Turney. Fall
Leaf, who was employed as & gulde, was injured in en ac~-
cident and was unable to sccompany the pariy, which left
Laewrence the last of May. PFollowlng the southera route,
the route the Russells had taken, they arrived at Bentt!s

~ Fort on the 28th of June. On the third of July they met
two wagons of the Russell Company deserters and learned
from them the discoursging results of the first expedl=~
tion. The party proceeded to {olorado and celebrated the
¥e « « Fourth of July near the present c¢ity of Pueblo, the
first time that Independence Dsy was ever observed on
Colorado S011."22 During the months of July end August
they prospected in the southern pert of the reputed gold re-
gion. Hearing of the moderate success of the Russsll party

on Dry Creek, they moved northwerd and arrived at the new

2l1pig., p. 103.
ngoodspeeé, op. eit., IV, p. 374.
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diggings on the second of September. William B. Parsons,
one of the company, tells thiz story:

There we found five or six men engsged in
mining, and, slthough they hsd very inferior tools,
they were making respectable wages. We immedistely
went to work and found that, although things had
been considerably exaggerated, we could_do well,
end had a good prospect for the future.

The Lewrence party decided to remain, orgasnized a
town company, and on September 7, 1mid out the town of
Yontana City on the eamst bank of the South Platte, five
miles south of the present capltsl of Colorsdo. At this
point the company dlsbanded, and a portion gbandoned
Hontana City for s better locetion. A portion of the
same party organized a second town company and leid out
the town of St. Charles on the east benk of the Crsek, at
the slte of the present Denver. The majority of the party
returned to Kenses Tor the winter leaving only one man in
charge of the mushroom sattlament¢2h Montana City and

St. Charles were the first towns established by gold

seekers In Colorsdo.

Gold Reports of 1858
During the summer of 1858 while the early prospecting
parties werc locking for gold in Colorado, a number of {11~

founded and exasggerated reports were published in the news

23Henderson, op. clt., p. 103.

2l
fanfen, Colorade, The Story of a Western Common-
wﬁalthp PP« 10§"1{}o
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papers of the country. These flrst reports were received
with the skepticism vwhich they deserved, but throughout
the months of July and August many newspapers continued to
print these exsggerated and fictitlous stories, The re~
turn of members of the Russell and Lewrence parties had
provided the impetus for these stories. They brought with
them minute quantities of gold which were more tangible
evidence thsn letters or rumors. John Cantrell, and
other mountain treders, also brought back some of the yel-
low dust in their pouches, The sight of gold, even in
small quantities, was enough to excite the Ilmeginstions
of hopeful Easterners. The contagion of the Gold Fever.
rapidly swept the country.

Reports appeared in newspapers of the richness of the

gold. In the Vyandotte Kansss Gagette of September 18,

the following notice appeared:
Yesterdsy ten thousand dollars in gold dust

arrived from Plke's Peak. One man brought in

$6000 as the result of a few weeks work. A4 small

boy had $1000, which he says he dug down and found 25

and the little fellow says he can get all he wants,
These reports may appear somewhsat fantastie, but the reli-
ability of the sgtories was atteasted.

The towns located in the Missourl Vglley immediately

begen & propaganda campalgn to sdvertise themselves as the

- -
25hafen, The Golorsdo Gold Rush, 1858-1859, p. 6.
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best sterting point for the Pike's Peak. Undoubtedly,
sach route and easch town hsad i1ts own peculiar advantage,
and probably on the whole there was not a gregt differ=-
ence in sny of them, but with sach wsgon load of emi -
grants, there wes a sale of mining tools, wagons, teams,
and large stores of groceries., This natursl boom in the
city's business was enough to Inltigte a large scale
publicity cempaeign in fevor of the fortunes to be hed in
the Rockles.

A letter from Columbus, Nebrasks, appezring in the
Omahe Times of November 25, 1858, stated:

It is Interesting to look over the papers,
published et different towns on the Miasouri,
below Omeha. Every towm that can bosst of three
houses, a well and a smoke house, sre showing up
their advantages ss & place for outfitting; most
of them heve a mllitary road lesding to mines,.
and esch one shorter than thaet of k¥ts neighbor=-
some of them seve about ocne-half the distance,
Well, now, tggt may be well enough if they cen
make it win.
¥hether founded or unfounded, the reportes spread,

Even people in England beceme interested in the gold

region.

We have seen g letter from some parties in England,
asking informstion concerning the gold reglon of Kansas.
The fever seems to have spread ecross the old Atlantle,

as well as to embrace all the states in the Union.
hear of compsnies being organized zll through the
country, who are preparing to try their hands in the
new E1 Dorsdo as soon as apring opens. We can confi-
dently assure those who propose trying the new region
thet the suriferous deposits sre a verity--that the

Ve

267 p1d., p. 120.
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mines will richly raw§$d 21l who devote their
energles to the work,

The above notice appeared in the Leasvenworth Times, in
December, 1785, Whether it was the truth or another ef-
fort to arouse local interest in the West 1s a matter of
conjecture,

Not all the reports of the gold in Colorado were good,
however, as the balloon that was being blown so high was
bound to be punctured sooner or leter. Reports on the
Eastern Sesborad were notso enthusisstic. An example of
the discouraging reports is found in the New York Tribune:

Gold~digging 1s the very laest resort to which
we would impel industrious young men, especially
those who have good trades. . + » There sre brilltent
prizes in the gold=-digging lottery, but there asre .
many blanks to each of them; and the young men who
can sarn $100 per annum over the cost of his board
and clothes should do it rather than court the risk
of gold hunting.

» +» +That there 1s much gold this side of the
Rocky Mountains i3 scarcely questlionable; but you
gre quite likely to acquire s share of it more
easslly in slmost any other way than by digging 1t.

As to proceeding to Plke's Peak this sesson,
1t is not worth a moment's consideration, You
would meet bitter blasts from snowy mountains ere
you could reach it, and find neither food nor
shelter at your égurney's end. Too many have
sterted alresdy.

Of course, skepticism was not limited to Easterners. There
were those who preferred to put their caplitel in Kansas soll
over a wild chase to the Rockies for an untested and un-
proved goldmine. This is indicated by the September, 1858,

lasue of the Leavenworth Times, which in the ssme issue not

271bid., p. 124, 28Ibid., pe 73



only gave unfavorable reports of the gold in the West,
but listed the cost of the supplies for the trip to
Colorado at $740, =dding: "We should rather invest the
money in one hundred acres of Ksnsss soll, which will
be sure to reslize s rich reward."29

A premsture gold fever, unfounded reports of the
richness of Colorado, e&nd the gullibility of the ever
hopeful easy-money makers were responsible for what
wes to prove a headlong rush to Pike's Pesk in the spring
of 1859, This was the beginning of the Pike's Peak Gold
Rush, which wags destined to end in disappointment for a
large portion of the gold seekers, many of whom returned

to the East before the end of the summer.

Life on Cherry Creek, 1858-1859

In 1858, the first steps in the settlement of Colo~
rado had been made. Hundreds of miners, not wishing to
weit until spring, hsd made the long trip across the
plains in the fall snd winter of 1858, Only the fear of
winter prevented s larger rush, although the gold dis~
coveries were in reality of triviasl importence and con-
fined largely to the regions nsér the confluence of Cherry
Creek and the South Platte. Those who did srrive made

several diffsrent settlements.

291 bida, Pe 65’
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These early emigrants, true to the speculative
spirit of the frontler, were interested not only in
gold, but in the establishment of towns ss well. Town
companles were orgenized, town sites leid out, and
places of business were set up. #ost of the agrrivals
came to the vicinity of Cherry Creek, but other settle-
ments were esteblished st strateglc points on streams
and st the entrasnces t¢ mountsin passes.

In September groups of the Lawrence party lald

out the clties of Saint Charles and Montens City. Al~
though the town of Saint Charles was staked off, no
buildings were erected and the psrty returned esst to get
a charter and advertise. ‘ﬂowever, meeting others coming
west, they sent back Charles Nichols to build g cabin and
hold the c¢lalm. The site wrs jumped by a Kansas town
compeny, but the originel members of the Lawrence psarty
were later admitted to the new compenys. At the site of
Yontana City about twenty houses were bullt of log, but
the city was overshadowed by Denver and Auraria and was
- eventually abandoned in 1859,

In late October, the Russell party returned from their
prospecting expedition in the north, crossed to the west
bank of Cherry Creek, combined with a psrty from western
Ioway, end began the town of Aureria, the resl foundation
of the present Denver. Green Russell and other members of

his party returned to the East for supplies, encountering



18

on thelr way a combined psrty of Kansens from Leaven-
worth, Oskelecss and Lecompton.

In December, 1858, Pike's Pesk City wes lald out
fourteen miles from the south fork of Cherry Creek. It
nurbered thirty-eight cabins snd eighty~-two men and one
women.>° The city wes In a good location and became a
very prosperous little town.

Life of the miner in esgrly Colorado was not conside
ersd luxurious, but In some cases 1t was not uncomfort-
sble:

You have no idea how nice Will and I sre filxed
up L3 » L J

We have s nlice door with an 0ld fashioned
wooden latch, with the string on the outside of
course. The fireplece, as 1s the custom in this
country, ls made of sod. In the southesst corner
is the bunk, 1n the northwest corner the window,
four penes of glsas with sesh. On the north side
between the end of the bed and the flreplece we
have two ghelves and & bench, 211 made with a nice
slab. We cut the meat on the bench end set water
buckets on the other two shelves. . . On the north-
east side snd corner we hand our coats, guns gnd
things. I hsve 2 nall box, shovels, and old boots
and buffglo overshoes under the bunk. . « I em
writing on a table I have my books and papers, ink
gtand and all the other nice things, together with
a light. W11l scoured up the candlestick today; it
loocks clean and nice.

The men who lived in the sbove described csbin apparently

hed some respect for the niceties of life and of course

3oﬁafan, Coloredo Gold Rush, p. 179.

31%111150n, op. ¢lt., pp. 18~19, quoting William
Larimer.
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this wss not the rule. Fritz describes the typlecal cabln
a8 belng:
» » « & log cabin. The cracks between the logs
were chinked with saplings snd adobe mortasr. The
cebin might be elther single or double. The door
wgs usually located et one end snd the fireplace
at the other. There were no windows. The roof
was made of logs and thatch. Or perhaps it was
covered with canvas which they had brought along
for that purpose. Leater 1t might be covered with
corrugated sheet iron over the rough board slabs,
It was not long before sswmlills were erected and
then magg bulldings appeared, bullt out of milled
lumber,
The winter of 1A58-1859 was unususlly mild, enabling the
settlers to live in these primitive abodes with 1little
discomfort. "The cabins were very derk, very warm, and
in the latter part of the winter, and in spring, when the
ganows melted snd the rain fell, very wet; the raln
usually continuing three deys in-doors after the weather
clesred up outdoors."33
Although the cabins were rough and unfinlshed, they
had become the home of the miner. The settlers in 1858
were slngle men, or merried men who had left their {am-
1lies In the States, entertaining no thought of perms~
nent settlement. As 1n reglons where the sobering ine-

fluence of orgenized government or family 1life is lecking,

632Percy Stanley Fritz, Colorado, The Centennial State,
r. 109.

BBHenry Villsrd, The Pest end Present of the Plke's
Pesk Gold Regions, p. iL. (Guoting the ROcKYy dountsin
News, January 18, 1860).
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the forces of lawlessness and vice soon made their ap~
pesrance. Brewls were frequent--many of the settlers
were regular patrons of saloons and gembling dens.,

The principal esmusemsnt here during the winter
has been card plsying, telling yarns, and drinking
most execrable whiskey. The letter is wcﬁth $10
per gal.; in St.Louis 1t would cost 20¢.3

Sociel life was humdrum--the primitive existence afe-
forded few attractions. Hunting was about the only
pestime. Occasionelly there were dances and gometimes

e "free~for-all” fight. Perticipation in the former

was limited to a few mountezineers and their squaws, while
in the latter many joined "with s will.”

These piloneers did not neglect religion. As early
as November 21, 1858, services were held at Auraria.
Young William Lsrimer described the meeting as a very
smell morning meeting:

There were no church bells to ring, no finely
draped ladles, no choir, no pews to sit in. Fut
seated on buffeslo robes spread on the ground, with
both the Jones and the Smiths squaws present (there
¥were no other women present), Figsher /The preacher/,
father, myself end perhaps six or elght others
held the first religious service ever held in the
country. . . In the opposite end of the ecsbin I
could hear the money jingle where the gambling was

goin% on at the same tiwe thet Mr. Fisher was preach=-
ing. 5

3bgsren, Colorado Gold Rush, 1858~1859, p. 219.
35

Hafen, Colorsdo, the Story of & Western Common-
wealth, p. 127
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Supplies, 2t first were seeningly unirportant to
the gold-~seekers. Food beceme scsrce in the spring, and
in April supplies were brought from the Hissouri Valley.
In the fall and winter, seversl mercantile establishmente
were begun in Denver and Aureria. In late Decenmber,
Richard "Uncle Dick" Wootton érrived from New Mexico with
seversl wagon loasds of flour, sugar, end other merchan~
dise. He had previously traded wlith the Indlans in this
region, but decided to remain permanently, moved into a
log cabin in Aureria, and begen business without walting
for shelving or counters. Particularly populsr with the
settlers wes "Tsos Lightening,” s rew Mexican whiskey.

He had several barrels with him, which he rolled together
and used as counters., Wootton later erected & two story
log bullding for business., Other business houses were
esteblished~~a bakers, a watchrakerts shop, # carpenter
shop, 8 blacksmith shop, several hotels, garmbling houses
and saloons.

Eerly in 1859, William Byers and others asrrived from
Hebraska, bringing with them s printing press. The second
floor of "Uncle Dick"™ Wootton's Store was used as s news-
peper office and two deys later the first number of the

Rocky Mountain News was issued, containing smong other

things the following burset of pioneer orastory:
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¥e meke our debut In the Far ¥est, where the
snowy mountains look down upon us in the hottest
surrer day as well 28 in the winter's cold; here,
wnare a8 few months ago the wild besst end wilder

Indisns held undisturbed possession--where now

surges the advancing wave of Anglo-Sexon enter-

prise and civilization--where soon, we proudly
hope, will be erected a grest snd powerful aggta,
snother empire in the slsterhood of emplirea.

To the first settlers of Colorado the problem of
transportetion snd communication with the Ststes waes
uppermost. The locatlion of Denver and Aurasris between
the Santae Fe and Oregon Treils wes unfavorsble for mall
fecilities, The nesrest post office wes Fort Laramie,
over two hundred miles north of the Cherry Creek settle~
ments. In November sn express line to Fort Lesramie was
estasblished by Jim Ssunders, g traprer. The first trip
was made by Ssunders the lanst psrt of Hovenmber, His
charges were fifty cents for letters end twenty-five
cents for newspavers. The Sgunders Express was replsced
in the eerly spring of 1759 by the Lesvenworth end Pike's
Peak Express.

Another problem fecing the early settlers was $that
of government. Hemote from eivilizstion snd, until 1758,
lying within the boundaries of four territories, these
people could not wegit for court declsions to be carried

twice across the continent nor could they be sure that

3$§rnest Ingersoll, Znocking Hound the Rocklies, pp.
10=-11.
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thelr claims were legal under the laws prescribed by the
territorial governments of their pesrticular locsle. The
section west of the Continental Divide was a part of
Utsh; scuth of the thirty-sighth parsllel, esst of the
Divide, and west of one hundred and three degrees west
longitude the suthority of New Mexico held sway; the
remainder of Colorado was part of the territories of
Kaensas and Nebrasks, with fortieth psraellel zs the di-
viding line .37

The region was also considered Indlen territory,
although there had been no tresty mede with the Indians
glving the gold seekers the right of settlement. In
1855 Governor Denver of Kansas Territory had organized
western Kensas ss Arapshoe County snd had sppolnted offi-
cers. Obviously the povernment of Kensas wes unable Lo
govern such a wide ares because of the vest distances and
difficulties in communication and transportstion. However,
it had chartered some of the earlier settlements of Colo=
rad0»38 The settlers took matters in thelr own hends,
organized their own local government, and paid little
attention to the suthorlty of territorial government or

the rights of the Indlans. An informal election wes held

3THafen, Colorade, the Story of a Western Commonwealth,
p. 137.

zhégFrederick Logan Paxson,“The Last Americen Frontier,
P. .
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on November 6, accompanied by much irregulerity in wvoting,
and Hirem J. Grahem wes elected to represent the people in
Congress and A, J. Smith in the legislature of Kansas.
Neither of the delegates eccomplished much snd govern-
mental moves were agbandoned until spring.

Although the primary interest of these first settlers
was In digging gold, they spent most of the winter in estasb~-
lishing the foundations of & civilizstion in Colorado.
Their homes were rough, thelr entertsinment limited, their
government crude, and their transportation end communica-
tion difficult, but they hed made beginnings 1in widening
their horizons and in elleviating the hardships. 1%t was
these ploneers who prepared the way for the grest rush

which was to begin in the early spring.

Winter Mining Activities

Actual gold mining during the fall and winter of
1868-1859 was confined mostly to Cherry Creek and other
lesser tributeries of the South Platte in thet vicinity.
Free gold found in the beds of the streams was known ss
"dust," "scale,” "shot," or "nuggets." Through the dis-
covery of these minute traces of gold in meny places, the
miners were convinced thset the deposits of the precious
metel at the hesds of the streams were extensive and rich.
Consequently, they impetiently awaited spring end the

thawing of the ground asnd rivers.
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Mining sctivity is best deslignsted by two nsmes~--
“"placer" and "lode.," Since placer mining is simpler,
requiring very little equiprent and no machlnery, 1t
was the method used exclusively In the winter of 135R.
1859, There are two methods used in plecer mining, both
of which were used by early settlers. The simpler method

of placer mining was "panning,"

which required only an
ordinary shovel, & strong pick and & pan. %The miner dug
down to bedrock, and shoveled the sand and gravel into s
pan, diluting the mixture with water. The pan was shsaken,
the heavy gold settled to the bottom, and was gsthered
when the lighter sand and gravel were poured out. Pen-
ning was very slow and requlred much labor, but 1t weas

the most economical method.,

In the second method of plecer mining, "sluleing,”
the miner used what was known as the slulce box. The
sluice consisted of & long, flat, wooden trough (ten to
one hundred feet in length and one or two in width), with
strips of wood nalled cross-wise across the bottom and
quicksilver between them. The slulece was plasced st an
angle, & stream of water of considersble foree, furnished
ordinasrily by the diversion of the streem f rom its natursl
channel, was directed into 1t, washing out the sand and
lighter gravel, sllowing heavy gold to settle to the bottom
where 1t was caught between the crosspleces snd stuck to

the quicksilver.
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One of the hendliceps which hempered mini g operatlions
extensively was the lack of water. Sometimes it was
necessary to carry the mixture of gold, send end gravel sas
fer as three hundred feet from the "diggings" in order to
obtain water, which was scarce in the dry streams during
the mining sesson.

Egsy money, the miner soon lesrned, wes not as esasy
as 1t appesred to be. Hining required extraordinary
physical exertion. The miner worked from morning to even-
ing, continually, panning or wielding plck and shovel to
supply the sluices. On the aversge, the proportion between
the amount of lsgbor and the profit was perheps smaller thsn
in sny other occupation. A few of the more fortunate
cbtained large profits-~the ma jority elther tried their
luck elsewhere, or gave up mining in disgust and turned
to 2 less lsborious and more preofitable occupsation.

Since many of the reports concerning gold taken from
Colorado during that flrst winter sre contradictory, and
since no official record was kept, 1t is aslmost impossible
to glve an scecurste repoft‘ Heports varied from one dol~-
lar as high as fifty dollars per day.

W. W, Spalding wrote from Pike's Peak City in Jenusry,
1259, that the lergest nugget thet he had seen, "welghed"

just $11.10, but that the gold in the country was very
fine scale gold.
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« « o¥nen I say the miners are doing well, I mean

that they are making about $5.00 per day; for if s

miner starts out prospecting, and cannot aversge

$5.00 per dey, he says he has done nothing. But

the largest strike that has been made by one men in

this part of the mines was $75. in one day with pick

and pan. The lucky man wgg J. W. Stanley from
¥ineral Point, Wisconsin,

MeKimens wrote from Auraris in November: "I szm satis~
fied that sn industrious man cen make from $2% to $15 per
dsy, sccording to the richness of his clalm and the chsnces
of gettlng water on the ssme. . ko

The late winter months were spent in prepsrstion for
the spring rush to the mining district. Promising diggings
hed been discovered farther up in the mountains. But be-
fore these could be explored, it was necessary for the
ground to thew and mining wss at s near astsnd-sztill,

Sluice box=s were prepared and tcols repaired. The {irst
arrivels in the state of Colorado were ready for warm
weather and the pot of gold they were sure was walting for
theme.

Rumors of the gold to be found in the Rockies had
set explorers searching as early as the sixteeunth century.
Prospecting in the first hall of the nineteenth Century

had aroused the interest of Green Russgell and others of

his kind who hed substantiated these rumors with sctual

3% afen, Colorado Gold Rush, 1858-1R59, pp. 20-22,.

4041111am MeKimens, "Letters from Aursria, 1858-5Q,"
Colorsdo Magazine, XII {Septerber, 1936), 170.
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discoveries of gold. All these happenings led settlers
to make the long trek across an arid plain in the spring
and summer of 1858 to claim the reported gold. The
winter of that year was spent in establishing towns and
bullding homes in Colorado. The foundstions hsd been
laid; the stage set. The stempede that was to follow

was ineviteble.
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CHAPTER II
STAMPEDE TO THE MOUNTAINS

Preparaticons for the Rush
The stampede to the gold of Colorado wes gsn emigra-

almost unparalleled in American history. The reports

of the gold-szesckers of 1858 crested excitement thro:ghout

the rest of the country and especlally among the western

settlements slong the Missourl River. Throughout the win-

ter of 1858 many compenies were organized to make the six

hundred mile trip scross the great plains to the Plke's

Pesk

area. The emigrants had to swait the coming of spring

grass before undertsking the arduocus journey. An edlitorial

in the New York Tribune, Janusry 29, 1859, stated:

laid

There 18 soon to be an immense migration, es-
pecially from our western states, to the new El
Dorado. The extensive fsilure of crops in 1858, the
universal pressure of debt, the low prices reslized
or promised for the frults of the husbandman's lsbors,
the desdness of enterprise, the sbsence of thrift,
render such migration {nevitsable. There 18 scarcely
a village west of Ohio 1n which some sre not fitting
for and impatiently welting the day when s stert may
be prudently made for the nelghborhood of Pike's
Peak. We shall be dissppolinted 1f less than fifty
thoussand persons start for the new gold diggings
within the current year.l

During the winter, merchants in the ¥issourl River towns

in their supplles--sacks of flour, sugsr, beans, and

lHafen, Colorado Gold HRush, 1358-1859, pp. 254-55.
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coffes; stacks of bscon sides and ham; bsles of overslls
gnd shirts; large boxes of boots and shoes; shovels, plcks
and psns. Newspepers were full of sage advice upon the
proper tools for mining, outfits for travel and routes to
be tsken. OCGuldes snd msps were published in different
parts of the Unlted 3States. Along the border towns which

served as outfitting stetions business wes booming.

Cholce of Routes

The vest emigration could scsrcely have been pos-
gibvle without the knowledge end experience gsined in erosg-
ing during the preceding fifty yesrs. TIravel no longer was
across treckless, unknown wastes. #any official expedi-
tions hed been maede; the Oregon, Sante Fe, end Kormon Trails
had been estsblished; end fur treppers, trsders, snd set-
tlers hed crossed the pleins.

Three distinct routes of travel were avellable to
the emigrants. Keen competition developed smong Leaven~
worth, Atchinson, Westport and other ¥issouri River towns,
each clelming to be st the hesd of the best route and con-
sequently the beast cutfitting plsce. The gulde book of
Perker snd Huvett ssid that "esch route to the New Eldorsdo
hed its firm friends and ite sctive enemles--~thelr opinions
depending principelly upon the locstion of thelr residence

snd their interests."?

62}1&1‘&1, Pike's Feak Gold Rush Gulde Hooks of 1859,
ps 207.
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The three maln routes were up the Flatte River, up
the Arksnsas River, and up the Smoky Hill River. Fort
Riley and Fort Kearney were the assembling points for the
three routes. There was much doubt among those planning
to trevel to the gold flelds as to which of the routes was
the best one to teke. Rellable informetion was difficult
to get.

The northern route followed either bank of the South
Plstte River to the point where Cherry Creek flowed into
it end then directly up Cherry Creek to the newly founded
towns of Denver and Auraria which were located on its
benks. The gulde book written by Luke Tierney described
the northern route ss being the best for the emigrant to
use. He stated that smong other asdvantages that by far
the greater portion of the distance between the mouth of
the Platte snd Cherry Creek was over a repgular and much
traveled emigrant rosd. The wsy could not be misteken,
end travelers could be met almost every day. Other advan~
tages of this route which he listed are: suffliclent wood
end buffalo chips for cooking, smple weter supply, sbun~
dent grass for cattle end horses siong the entire distance,
and generally friendly Indisns slong the route.> Omahsa,
Atchinson, and St, Joseph favored the northern route.

The Smoky Fi11ll route followed the XKansses Hiver snd the
Smoky Hill Fork. Then it cut dlirectly scross the plains

BIbid.’ ppv 130"'1320



to Cherry Creek. This route was the shortest, but 1t was
the most difficult. Much of the country wss uninhabilted
and from the polnts of departure on the Hepublican and
Smoky H1ll Rivers; there was much uncertainty about the
trall. The shortage of wood, water and grass scross the
pleins wes also s blg handicep. Huch of the suffering of
the emigrants 1n the early spring of 1859 was caused by
their cholice of this comparatively unknown route.6
Leavenworth and Lawrence were the chlef advocetes of the
Smoky Hill Route., Lesvenworth became one of the chief
outfitting centers end it incressed in importance after 1t
became the eastern terminus of the Leagvenworth and Plke's
Pesk Express.

The Southern Route followed the mountain division of
the Santa Fe Treil to the vicinity of Founteln Creek and
turned northwest towerd the gold fields. This route was
fevored by Kansas City. The Southern Route was the best
road, but the longest. Becsuse of its more southerly lati-
tude, grass grew slong this route two or three weeks
earlier, and grass, timber and water were plentiful.’ Much
of the country wae compsratively well settled. Another
difficulty common to both the Northern and Southern Routes
was the spring rain which flooded the streems, frequently

delaylng the crossings.

bvillerd, op. cit. p. 170.  TIbid., pp. 159-160.
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The Pike's Peak Gold Rush

People were in a2 receptive mood for news of gold in
1”58, In 157, s nationwide panic had swept over the
country, bringing sbout a2 severe depression. The grow-
ing west was psrticularly affected. Crop fallures had
also plagued many parts of the West. A wave of emigration
was, therefore, the natursl result of news of gold,

People were ready to accept the wldespresd reports
which circulsted throughout the country. The c¢hief prop-
sganda sgents for the gold rumors were the western news-
pspers. Since the prosperity of the border towns depended
on 8 lerge emigration, these towns directed Intensive ef-
forts to publicizing the gold discoveries. Stories of gold
were printed asnd reprinted in the newspepers. The pages
of the newspapers bore startling or sttractive Pike's Peak
advertisements of all sorts. In Lesvenworth and elsewhere,
hotels, saloons, and other estzblishments, by their signs
end placards, tried to draw the sttention of the gold
seekers.g Land apeculstors and promoters elso did their
share in sdvertising the new "Eldorado,"

The East did not feel the wholesale emigration as did
the Middle West where thousends filled the various channels
of westward travel In the first months of spring. Steamers

on the ¥issouri from St. Louis to Kesnsas City, and trains

8ﬁendersen, op. eit., p. 108,
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enroute to all towns on the river jammed. In April,
We Te Sherman, atationed at Fort Leavenworth, wrote:
At this moment we sre in the mlidst of a rush

to Pilke's Pegk. Steamboats arrive in twos and

threes each day, loaded with people for the new

gold regions.

¢« « oAlthough probably twenty-five thousand people
have aetgally gons, we pre wlthout suthentic sdvices
of gold.

In reasching the border towns, the emigrants used
almost all modes of travel. After leasving there, the trip
overlaend was limited to the feet of elther the emlgrent
or his beast of burden. Methods were generslly dictated
by the wealth of the traveler. Since a large number of
them were ignorant or foolishly optimlstic, they left
hopelessly unprepsred for the trip, esdopting the chespest
mode of transportetion. Many traveled on foot, pulling
handecarts or pushing wheelberrows., Others carried their
belongings in packs scross thelr backs or in knapsacks
slung from the ends of poleg acrosg thelr shoulders. A
few started with little more than a mining shovel snd o
small bag of provisions. Villsrd wrote that he had met two
individuals, one fifty, the other slxty~two years old, whe
had left Lesvenworth City provided with just twenty pounds

of cornmesl end $168 in money.lo A few men pushed wheel=-

barrows with all thelr worldly goods stecked on them.

9Pax30n’ -QR' citt, PP 12-}3")—}1-‘-'
1GV1119Pd, EEO 31‘2‘:., ?p- 22‘”230
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There are at least twe references to light wagons
drawn by doga.ll The most curious convevance invented
was the Westport Wind Wagon. The wheels were some twenty
feet in diasmeter, the lesrge ssils were to provide the
power of locomotlon. Its omnibus body was to sccomodate
over twenty people. HNeedless to say, it was not s suc~-
cess., One writer states:

Those who observed the character of the emi~-
gration this spring, must have noticed the vsast
number who were totelly unprepared for an expedl-
tion of this kInd. A4 black carpet-bag, an extrs
peir of boots, and a substantisl sult of clothes,
with, in every case slmost, a rifle and gun, and
perhaps a six-shooter, gensrally constituted
their outfit for the trip of one thouszand miles.

Of mining implements, or anything, to aid in sepa~

ration of the particles of gold ggom the esarth,

the exhlibition was s scenty one.

The draft enimels used for the journey were oxen,
mules snd horses. Oxen were capsble of pulling the
heaviest loads, but were slower than mules which, slthoigh
very expensive, were better for steadv work snd speedy
trevel. Horses were poor draft snlrals, incapable of
bearing the herdships of travel on the plsins. Within a
few weeks, the tralls were whitened by the bones of these
enimals.

The trip to the gold region was & test of the mettle

of the emlgrant. His sdvance planning end choice of

11Hendarson, op. ¢it., pp. 108-09,

lalbid., quoting the Missouri Republicen,
(aApril 21, 1859).
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outflt waes in 8 large messure responsible for the comfort
with whilch the trlip could be mede. The formation of com=
panies was recommended for cheaper and safer transports-
tion. The purchesse of supplies for six months was gen~
erally adviseble es provisions were scerce in the gold
fields. Certain necessities recommended in almost every
1list included the following: oxen, wsgon, flour, bacon,
suger, coffee, beans, whiskey, mining tools, rifle, gun-
powder, and cooking utensils. Estirates of the coat of a
minimum outfit for & p-rty of four men for six months
renged from $250 to over $600,

From five to seven weeks wers resquired for making the
journey. Risin. early and traveling a®z far es possible
before selecting a campsite for the night, the traveler
found that in the spring the days stretched into endless
hours of intermittent rain, hell, sleet or snow., In the
summer, though the daylight hours were longer, the heat
was blistering. Also, in choosing the season for the trip,
the grass avellsble for grazing waes to be considered. If
the traveler chose the early spring, he chanced getting
out before the grass came in; while if he chose the summer,
he risked finding that most of the grass had been tramped
or grazed by the asnimals of earlier Peskers.

Because trevelers attempted to maske the trip as gquickly
end painlessly as possible, underhsnd methods were fre-

quently successful In swiandling them. Such organizations
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as the "Gold ¥ine Emigration Company"” of Chliecago, offered
to transport gold seekers across the plains for es little
as $50 to %75.13 To esse the transportation problem, the
Leavenworth snd Plke's Pezk express was organized in May.
The original owners of the enterprise falled to meet their
obligations and the firstwas taken over by new owners with
the e astern terminus changed from Leasvenworth to Atchison.
The express company dld succeed in glleviating part of the
transportetion problem, eventuslly making the trip in six
days.ih

Degpite the hardships to be encountered, the costs of
the trip and the uncertainty of the fortunes to be found
on srrival, the rush of '59 swept on. By conservative
estirates, more than s hundred thoussnd fortune-hunters
left the security of home for the golden mountsl ns. Not
more then forty thoussnd of these ever reached Cherry
Creek, for meny turned back or stopped to settle along
the way. According to Villard, never were there more than
fifteen thoussnd in the gold fields at any one time.l5

When the emigrsnts arrived and discovered thst the

rich mines they had heard so much sbout did not exlist, the

13wiiiison, op. clt., p. 3k,
1&0&?1 Rister, The Southern Plainsmen, pp. L9-50.

15viilard, op. cit., pp. 116-17.
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second stampede began. This time, it carried the gold~
hunters back Eest. The streams of returning wagons seemed
to be as strong as those of the advancing pioneers. "Across
the plains stretched a double line, some golng out to the
mines, others returning, uttering maledictions upon the
heads of all who had influenced them to seek wealth at
Pike's Peak.“lé Down the routes went dissppointed and

angry men who spread the bad news ag they traveled,

+» » +To the men on their way to the mines the news
they received from the returning miners spelled
disaster and many gave up long before they came in
sight of the mounteins. . . The month of May seemed,
therefore, to mark the beginning of the end of the
gold excltement. Lven the optimistie editors of the
papers in the river towns began to doubt the richness
of the mines and some warﬁ convinced that the Pike's
Pesk bubble had "busted."17

30 embittered were the returning Pike's Peakers that they
were militent in their ettempts to halt those on thelir
way to find the gold fields. Thayer quotes an emigrant
who g ald:

+ « +We had fought our way against the current that
had turned back, who told us that the country was s
barren land; that we would starve to depth; that
Green Russell had not found snything; and that the
reports that we had heard were lies, We dared not
oppose them nor declare that we intended to come on
to the end, becsuse they were so determined not to
allow anyone to sscrifice hirself, a&s they caslled

16 ‘
Joseph L. Kingsbury, "The Pike's Pesk Rush, 17259,"
Colorado Megazine, IV (Janusry, 1927), 1-6.

l?Henderson, ops cit., p. 112,
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it, that they were resdy to mob and hang us if we

did nof%yield. We had to steal eway from them to

g0 on.~

Menn haed left their homes to go West to find fortunes
in gold mines they lesrned did not exist. Throughout the
summer of 1859, wagons snd footmen parasded through the

Cherry Creek region. Some stayed; some went farther into

the mountsins; some returned home.

Mining Operations

It was immediately apparent thet the first extravagant
statements of gold discoveries haed been but mere supposi-
tion. Denver and Auraria were nearly deserted~-about s
third of the long cebins were occupied. Business was at
g standstill and a dresry future wass in prospect. Even a
general sbendonment of the country was a subject of fre~
guent discussion.

The effect of the news of rich discoveries in the
mounteins was to sustaln the reputstion of the gold fields.
Before the coming of the warm weather, many prospectors
had worked in the mountalins, especlslly in the reglon of
Clear and Boulder c¢reeks. George A. Jackson had discovered
a considerable amount of gold at the present site of Golden,
on Januery 7. In lete December, he followed Clear Creek
to Chicago Creek, ascended Chicage Creek, camped snd began

to prospect. After mainteining a fire on the bank of the

1%1111am M. Theyer, Marvels of the New West, p. 355.
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creek for seversl hours, he was able to thaw out the

frozen ground snd to pan sbout nine dollars worth of gold.
Having no tools and seeing that the ground wes too herd
anyway, he returned to his winter camp after marking the
location of his discovery. Through his use of gold dust
payment for supplies, his secret lesked out and there was
an imnmediete rush to the spot which became known as Chicsago
Bsr, or Jackson Diggings. At about the ssme time, gold

was dlscovered in Boulder county st the mouth of the little
stresm that later took the name of Gold Run. The diggings
were opened toward the last of Januasry and as a result of
these dlscoveries, the town of Boulder wes founded. The
veln wegs not s rich one and was slmost sbandoned until

July when a quartz lode was discovered on the side of Gold
Hill .

The richest lode ever discovered 1n Colorado was un~
covered by John H. Gregory on May 7. This vein of gold-
bearing quartz is located near the present site of Central
City. Gregory ascended the north fork of Clear Creek for
some seven miles, coming to a narrow gulch whose sides were
stregked with veins of quertz, After penetrating the sur-
face to & depth of several feet, he came to a dirt-like
substance which ylelded nearly hslf as ounce of gold, or the
equivalent of four dollars. When the find became known,
claimg were staked off and slulicing begen. The inhabitants

of Denver were lnclined to skepticism when news of the
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strike reached them. Alter several days the story wes con~
firmed beyond doubt and in the rush that followed, Denver
and Auraria were nesarly depopulatsd. Villard says:

On the following dey, 2 universal exodus took
plece in the direction of North Clear Creek. Who-
ever could raisge enough provisions for a protracted
atay in the mountsins, sallied forth without deley.
Traders locked up thelr stores; bar-keepers disappeared
with thelr bottles of whiskey, the few nechanics that
were busy bullding houses, abandoned their work, the
county judge snd sheriff, lawyers and doctors, asnd
even the editor 0{ the Rocky Mountsain News, jolned
the gensral rush. 9

The hill on which the Gulch was locsted rosze to a
height of 1,600 feet in 1ittle more than s mile, the
ascent for most of the distance being mors than one foot
in three. The average t ime spent in the ascent was an
hour and a half. The wagons, loasded with ten or twelve
hundred pounds of mining tools and provisions were lifted
up the giddy preclplce by four or five men at the wheels
of each.20

Within a month, despite the inaccessibility of the
gulch, four or five thousand hed arrived, with hundreds

pouring in daily.21 Tents wers pltched, pine huts erected,

sluices put Into operation, covering the narrow guleh to

the extent of five miles.

19Villﬂrd, _22; Citcy P 370

207p1d., p. L2, citing s letter from Horace Greeley
to the New York Tribune.

2lrpid., p. LB.
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Other queartz veins were discoversd in Gregory sand
sd joining gulches. Green Russell, John Gregory and
other expert miners msede from one hundred to two hun-
dred dollars per day detecting lodes for newcowers.
Horace Greely visited the gulch In June and sfter his re-
port, a second rush begsn. "There were at one time, at
least ten thoussand people crowded into an ares of less
then four square miles."22

Many of the miners did not strike enough pay dirt
in Gregory to stay long. They prospected for a few days
and then returned to Denver and Auraria or to the States.
Others stayed to explore the mountains and revines ad-
joining the region of Gregory Gulch where Green Russell
struck gold in the bed of a mountsin stream on June 1.
Hundreds of miners then made their way to the site of the
Russell discovery which later became known as Russell
Gulch. In four months Russell snd his compsny washed out
over one hundred pounds of gold. The diggings slso became
known as Leavenworth, Iows, I1llinols, Missouri, Nevado,
Eureksa, Pleasant Lake, and Dry Gulches .23

In July, the Continentel Divide was crossed and pros-
pecting wes begun in South Park, along the South Platte

end 1ts tributaries. Heports of the gold discoveries in

this region brought esnother rush. Hundreds of prospectors

22rpid., p. 56. 331vbid., pp. 61-62.
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with wagons psssed through Denver and Aursria, enroute for
the South Park. Scale gold had been discovered on 2 tribu-
tary of the South Platte, with the name "Tarryall" applied
to both the creek snd the digeings. DBy the time the lste
arrivals reached the diggings, the cholce clalms were

taken by & few men, much to the disgust of the lste arrivals,
who gave it the name, "Grab-all." Lster discoveries on the
south fork of the South Platte were named "Fairplay," in
reproasch to the injustice of the miners in Terrysll.

In the fall, discoveries were made at Buckskin Jos,
near Mosquito Range, and at Spsulding's, Independent
Pollerd's and I1linois Districts, snd French and Negro
Gulches, all nesr Blue Rilver.

Aceording to reports made in the year 1859, the sress
of the mining country were described ss follows:

The area of the country deemed to be within
mining 1imits, end upon which rore or less gold

hes been found, extends from fifty miles north of

Long's Peak to 2 line drawn west from Plke's Pesk

and from the site of old Fort St. Vrsin to the

valley of the CGrand River of the West, embracing in

length by one hundred snd flifty miles, in bgﬁadth,

or an asres of thirty thousand square miles.

The discoveries in 1859 were merked by rich veins of
decomposed quartz, slthough placer deposits of gold were

found. The veins of quartz ran in sny direction beneath

the surface, verying to some extent in width and richness.

thause Misc., Doc., ¥. 10, 36 Cong., 1 Sess., p. b.
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In many of them, clefts or crevices, known to the miners
as pockets, appeared at certain depth, enclosed by a wall
of sandstone, and filled with & vellowish substanece rich
in gold. The largest quantities of gold came from this pay
dirt. Esrly in the summer the miners used placer methods,
mostly sluieing, in the lodes because of the more or less
advanced gstste of decomposition of the qusrtsz in the roek.gS
By July the pockets were beginning to disappesr and the
veins were followed more deeply beneath the surface, The
ores became refractory, necessitating a method of reducing
the qusartz velnstone. Numerous quartz crushers of crude
design were introduced, such as the Arrsstre, and the
stamp mill.

The Arrastre, which was of Mexican design, crushed
the quartz between two millstones, the upper one belng
burned slowly around by e mule or water power. The grind~
Ing sction of the two stones surfaces would pulverize the
disintegrated granlte just as the anclents used to grind
their grain.

The stemp mill, 2 plain, substantiel, old fashioned
mill wes operasted by spring waster. The stamps were sat up
along one side of the mill in two mections. Esasch section
had five rows of five stampas esch. The first stamp mill

operated by steam was used in the Uregory diatrict.26

25V111ard, op. cit., p. 58.

260vando Jo Hollister, The Mines of Cclorado, p. 91,
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The principal difficulty that slowed down mining,
particularly after the placer lodes began to play out, was
the miner's lack of tools. Because these tools had to be
tranaported such distances and peritlially because the gold
seekers had thought to plek up the perticles from the
ground, tools were set at a high premium. A story show-
ing the iignorance of the miner regerding the easy avalilsg~-
bility of the gold wss current in the days of the gold
rush. It tells of & Dutelman in Council Bluffs who was
collecting & large number of meel bags. )

« « oWhen gsked what he intended to do with them,

he replied, "Fill them with gold at Pike's Peak."

When his friends told him that would be impossible-~

that he could never flll so many sacks, he answered

“Yes, I will if I have to stay there til fall."27
The seven week journey could be made only with the minimum
smount of equipment snd supplies. The first miners were
fortunaste 1f they had s pick, shovel and psan.

Anocther thing that slowed down the processes of mining
in that yesar of discovery was the growing peins of the new
communi ties. This growth brought a number of pressing
problems. Ditches had to be dug, bridges erected, and road
condi tions improved.

Gold was not of uniform valus in Colorado, The dif-

ferences in value were established on the basis of the

original location (quartz lodes collected in mountain gulches,

2Tpritz, op. clt., p. 152.
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vasin-like gulches or amalgsmaeted slulice gold)., The varia-
tion ren from $1L to §19 per ounce. This varistion in
value was a grest inconvenlence to merchants and dealers in
gold dust, especially since the miners tended to gppraise
thelr metal too highly.

Since no definite record was kept of the mining done
in 1859; no mints nor express companies hendled all the
gold; and the estimates of miners and 'bullion shippers
did not colncide, there can be no sccurate report ol the
mines output during that year. Fossett says that the esti-
mate of $500,000 in coin value for the gold output in 1859
18 not far off.28 Villard estimates the gold crop up through
April, in 1860 at $700,000.29 It 1s possible that the veri=-
ation in figures is sccounted for in the first three months
of 1860.

Lew and Order
In the beginning, the new mining regions hsd no organ-
ized governments. Some form was especially necessary for
the legal protection of the miners, since there were no lsaws
to meet mining requirements. Therefore, the miners took
matters into thelr omy hands, organizing governments, laying
off mining districts, and enacting laws. On Mey 8 a meeting

of miners was held in Jackson VPiggings, at which by-laws

egFrank Fossett, Colorado, p. 2ub.
29Villerd, op. clt., p. 92.
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were enacted regulating the asige of g clainm and methods of
marking it. Officers were glso elected. On June 8, the
miners of Gregory Guleh met, defined the boundaries of
their district, snd pessed resclutions relating to claims,
water rights, and the settlement of disﬁutﬁs‘3a A more for=~
mal set of laws was adopted on June 16, ¥iners' courts were
¢reated, embracing in their jurisdiction both mining dig=
putes and criminel ceses. Other distrlicts generslly fole
lowed the seme type of procedure. Later laws graduslly
became more complex and technical 28 the need for more
exacting regulstions arose .31

%hen the rate of crime began to grow, lsw enforce~
ment beceme the business of the Vigilance Committee which
was orgenlzed in the summer. Simple democraetic methods, e
fair trlisl snd speedy justice were the lsudable festures
of these pioneer processes of law snd justiaa.32

During the mining sesson ocutreges on persons were rore
numerous in the town then depredstions upon property. As
food and supplies became more scarce during the winter, how-
ever, thieving became common. Shooting freys alsc occurred

frequently. Four murders were committed during the first

3% enderson, op. clt., p. 115.

Nrnomas M. Marshall, "The Miners Lews of Coloredo,”
American Historicsl Review, XXV (April, 1920), L26-l0.

3eﬁsran, Colorado, The Story of = Western Common-
wealth, p. 137.
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year; three of the perpetrators were punished with hang-
ing under the lynch lasw. In September one Vanover was !
lynched at Golden Gate for various minor of fences . 3

The miners'! courts functioned with remarksble effi=-
cleney, dlspensing impartiel justice to all. These tri-
bunsals were composed of the people of the district, who
elected a presiding officer, The public jury heard evi=
dence end pessed on the case. Commenting on these courts,
Frenk Hsll ssys:

They didn't need any law in the mountaingw-

they were a law unto themselves, and we hsve yet to

hear of s single instance, whereln sny man was une

feirly tried or punished, or, if guilty, ascquitted

Tawyons wers prohipited Trom practising befove thom

Life in the Minlng Camps

The population of Colorado during the year of 1859,
saw constant shifting. With the Plke's Pesk Rush, the
towns of Denver and Auraria were suddenly flooded with
new settlers--and as suddenly drained., These changes had
a profound effect on the prosperity of the region.

The new population of Cherry Creek included sll kindas.
Anglo~Americans, Germsns, Frenchmen, Irishmen, Mexlcans,
Indians-~all had come west in large numbers. Nor was the

former occupation of the miner limited to eny one category.

33vt11ard, op. cit., p. 26.

205#Frank Hell, History of the State of Colorado, I,
Pe .
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The next wen you meet driving sn ox-tesm, and
white as 8 riller with dust, is probably sn ex-banker
or doctor, s broker, merchant, or manufacturer from
the 0ld states, who has scraped together the candle~
ends charitably or contemptuously allowsd him by his
creditors on settlement, and risks them on & last
desperate cast of the dice by coming hither. . . .All
these blended with veteran mountaimmen, Indlans of
all gredes from the lowest to the wildest, half-
breeds, Freneh trappers and voyageurs (who hgge
generally two or three Indian wives aplece).
Richardson wrote: "Denver soclety was a strange med-
ley. There were . . . trappers, gsnblers, despersdos,
broken down politicians snd honest men." 36

The populstion was remarkable heterogeneous. It was
predominantly composed of men, slthough many who came In
1859 came to stay, bringing with them their wives snd chil~-
dren. The first child wes born in Denver on March 8, 1859,
An estimate in Jenuery, 1860, placed the totel populetion
at neerly %,000.

¥Many new towns were lald out and estasblished in the
sumrer and fall of 1859. Mountain City, Black Hawk, Mount
Vernon, Nevedaville, Golden, Golden Gate, Colorado City~~
ell these sprang up. Denver and Aurarls continued to grow
with amezing repidity.

"In the esrly part of the mining season, 1life in the

mountalins was charascterized by an absoclute want of both

35H0race Creeley, An Overland Journey from New York to
San Francisco in the Sumrer of 1859, P. 159.

36p1bert D. Richerdson, Eeyond the Wississippl, p. 186.
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physical and intellectual enjeymenta.”37 The esrliest
arrivals slept in the open gir or in tents, with nothing
but blankets for covering. These miners led a dsngerous
existence, exposed to the elemente, falllng rocks and
forest fires. With the advance of the season, conditions
improved as log cabins were erected. Very little change
was to be seen in the log cablns of 1858 and 1859, The
floors were made of dirt; the holes in the walls were
daubed with mud; the dcors were wooden slabs,

By October, log cabins were beginning to give way
to frame houses, and even a few structures of brick were
erected. Villard 1lists the number of buildings in Denver
and Aureris at that time, as "gbout three hundred and
fifty frame, one hundred snd forty log, nine brick and s
few adobe houses.“38 Wagon paths became city streets
and by early winter, there was a three-story business
block on the corner of RBlake and (. Streets in Denver.

Life in Denver and Auraris had sssumed a decidedly
fast charscter. Saloons and gembling hslls were patronized
by the mejority of the inhabitants who pertook plentifully
of llquor or beceme resdy victims for the gembling halls,
Rsces were s popular sport with sll. They even had a play.
As early as October, a troupe from Leavenworth, directed

by R. C. Thorne, staged & performance of Cross of Gold, or

37V1113rd, op. cit., p. 132, 381b1d., Pe 79



the Mald of Crcaiggy.Bg Public and private dances and

theatricals continued throughout the remasinder of the
year.
A4 number of smsll children in Denver necessltsted
the opening of a privste school there. The first school
bullding was a rented csbin holding a totel of thirteen
ehildren on the first day of school. The school, which
was opened on October 3, waes taught by A. J. Goldrick, a
colorful chesracter who had come into Colorado In & high
silk hat and & broadecloth frock coet. Hls sslary was psid
by the students' tultion. Geldrick also organized g
Sunday School, which included all sects snd denominations.
Papers asnd perlodicals generally arrived in Denver
at least two weeks from publication. The only pepers
reaching the resder soon after thelr publication were the

Rocky ¥Mountain News, published in Denver snd the Western

Yountalneer, published in Golden. Early in 1R59, Spalding

wrote: "If the people in the states took such an interest
in newspapers as they do here, there would be no delinquent
subscribers."” 4O

Iife in Colorado had become eazsier Iin the yvesr after

the Russell discovery. FPeople lived in better homes;

39Ivid., p. 123,
404 aren, Colorade Gold Rush, 1858-1A59, pp. 202-03.
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communication with the world outside was improved;
varied entertesinment was sevellable in the mining towns;
end miners laws were established. The prospectors hsd
spread over the mountains, msking new discoveries such
g8 those at Terryeall, Falirpley, Buckskin Joe, Hahn's
Peak and Californis CGulch. The primitive exploitestion

of the gold placer deposits wes underway.
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CHAPTER III
THE MINER AND HIS RECREATION

People in the Early Camps

Iife in the mining camp followed the same unique psat-
tern of any other frontier town in an exsggersted form.t
When the news of a strike was made hundreds of hopeful
people rushed to the scene. There were few viglible signs
of the diversity of those who ceme. Men with shaedy back-
grounds mingled with the prescher and the descon. The
college graduste snd the 1lliterate worked side by side
over the slulce boxes. All walks of 1life were represented.
They came from everywhere, but a common desire united them--
the desire to strike 1t rich. It wass In these surroundings
that frontier demoeracy snd provineislism were developed
to the degree required by unususl conditions.

In proper charascter gs s frontier boom town,

early Denver wass lusty snd lawless. The auspices

were hardly otherwlse. « . . The first stesm sawmill

in the gold fields was stolen from a flatboat on the

¥lsgsourl River five hundred miles away. Denver had

an even dogen murders before 1t was two years old;

and since there wss no jall, the murderers and

lesser criminals were either Banish@d or hanged from

a convenient cottonwood limb,

The ettitudes of the people themselves, were influ=-

enced by new surroundings, or by hopes they held on coming.

1Ray Allen Billington, Westward Expsnsion, pp. 620-21,

zﬂay B. West, editor, Rocky Mountaln Cities, p. 2G5,

53




5k

Men of culture and education are plenty, vet
not slways to be distingulshed by their dress or
eppearence. Soclety 13 still agreesbly free and
unconventionsl. People are 20 crowded together,
live in so primitive fashlon for the mosat part,
and sre, perhaps (many of them), so glad to escape
from restraint, thet they are more natural, asnd
hence more interesting than in the older States.
Owing to the latter cguse, no doubt, 1t is sometimes
difficult to recognize the staid New Englaender in
the sunburnt individual in sombreroc and riding
boots, who smokes his pipe, carries his pocketflask,
and tells sny smount of rollicking storles. He has
simply cast off his assumed shell end is himsglr;
and I must confess I like him all the better.
Richardson noticed the differences between the newe

comers golng into the mines and the stampeders returning
home. The newcomers, he said, were "sanguine and cheery,
¢limbing with elastle atep, and beguiling the way with
song end laughter., PBut the stampeders. . . left their
picks and shovels behind, and trudged mechanically with

downcast woe-begone faces. 4

The piloneer miners or prospectors were a clsss of
characters in themselves. They were not reaslly miners,
They came to find gold, establish a clalm snd move on.
"Men of intelligence, often cultivated, generally hand-
some, mostly moral, high toned and gallsnt by naturs,”
ceme with hardly & penny but hoped in terms of millians.5
They scorned the tedious work of digging and developing

3Bayard Taylor, Colorado, A Summer Trip, p. 58.

hﬁichardson, op. cit., p. 201,

Séamn&l Bowles, Qur ¥ew West, pp. 194-95.
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2 mine, but endured tremendous hardship while looking for
it. Walking alone, with s pack mule or burro, or with a
peny, the prospector took with him a plck, shovel, gold
pan, canteen, grest horn spoon, an ax, blankets, a few
pens and cooking utensils, 2 blackened coffee pot, snd a
battered tin pall. He was wise in minersl experience if
not in mining school knowledge. He knew a great desl
about mining laws and regulations in different districts
and understcood that ther changed from time to time.é

They chenced desth from starvetion or thirst or from
the "desert varmint," but they were wise to the ways of
the desert and could find hidden water in twisting can-
yons or avold the polsonous enimal. "They suffer much and
vet enjoy 1t s great degl. Falth 1s comfort, and that is
theirs; they will f'strike 1t rich' someday."?

When a strike was made, the prospector sometires
steyed on with & few men he had hlred and set up 2 small
camp., If the strike proved to be rich, riners soon rushed
to it snd the boom town was bullt. "First, csme the pros-
pectors, then csme the miners, gay ladies, preachers, gun-

men, cardsharp&."g

¥o one needed special training in
economles to know that when gold or silver wses discovered

a boom town would spring into being. Nor did the most

6Richerd G. Lillard, Desert Challenge, pp. 171-73.
7

Bowles, op. ¢it., pp. 194-95.
gﬁuncan Emrich, It's and 01d Wild West Custom, p. 59.




stubborn miner doubt that when the gold vein was exhgusted,
the town would become tre ghost town commonly seen in the
mountalns of Colorado.

In these ssrly boom towns, the larger portion of the
inhabitants were young men from twenty-five to thirty
yvears of age. Hespectable women were fewer in number than
the dance hall girls and prestitutes.g Some writers
have pointed out thet to the min'ng communities of Colo~-
rado came three general clssses of people. In the first
place, there were the profeassional or habitual miners who
were a rough, heterogeneous lot, but who were intent on
thelr maln occupation. The second large clgss wes made up
of men who were not professicnsl miners but who were at-
tracted to the mining cemps by the desire to mske & quick
fortune either in mining or in other businesses end pro-
fessions. Flnally, there were the hangers-on who sought
to obtein the minerts gold at the gembling tsbles, or in
the dance hall, or by the more direct methods of murder
end robbery.10 It wes seid of Celifornie Gulch in 1866:

- Most of the clalms peld very rich. . 1ittle of

which did gny good to the original owners of the

clelms, . « the men and women were mostly bad who

were not mining, and t?ﬁy managed to get most of the
miner's dust snd skip.

gﬁveritt Dick, Vanguaerds of the Frontier, p. 270
10han Elbert Clark, The WKest in American History,p. 612.

1lwolfe Londoner, "Western Experiences and Colorado
Mining Camps,® Colorade Magaziune, VI (March, 1929), 65-72,
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The early prospectors and miners were usually im-
provident spending today's earnings without thought of

tomorrow,

Surrcoundings of the Early Miner

Finding s place to live and protecting themselves
from the weasther was the individual problem of each miner.
Some dug little caves in the hillside, roofing them over
in front with a mekeshift porch and door-way; others put
up a frame work of poles snd stretched their tents over
the dirt.

All campe followed asbout the same pattern. First,
tents and then log cabins with square hewn timbers
housed the avid prospectors or merchants. After the
errival of a sewmill, frame houses were bullt. Many of
these had false froats which hig the one-story store be-
hind them and helped the minersﬁﬁalieve in the enterprise
and elegance of thelr ploneer surroundings, even though
they wallowed knse deep in the mud everytime they walked
up the street.

Remembering her home in 1862, Mrs. Dasniel Witter
wrote:

Qur cabln consisted of two rooms, the front
one, being the post office and the living room.

Dirt roof, board floor-~all the other cabins had

dirt floors=-but s dirt floor in the post office,
two windows, one dooOrs « «

121ngersoll, op. ¢cit., p. 30.
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The mall only came once s week end the men
wére 8o anxious for news from home, they would
get up 8n the roof to see if the stege was in
sight .l

Since the towns were bullt during the Victorisn
Period, the grchitecture followed Victorisn tendencles
with Greek Revival and Gothie thrown in. Blackhawk
and Central City were rich in elsborately carved barge-
boards and gabled windows. Georgetown was New Ingland
trensplanted, especially in its carved wooden posts and
picket fences.lh The area the miner left to cowe in
search for gold greatly influenced the type of home he
built.

The natural setting of Golden Clty was described
in 1876 as beautiful, if difficult to reach. The city
was located in what had been a beautiful mountain reglon,
but the immediate area had been blighted by mining opers-

tions.

Golden City by dsylight showed its meaness and
belied 1ts nsme. It is ungreded, with here =and
there s plece of wooden sldewalk, supported on
posts, up to which you ascend by planks. Brick,
pine, and log houses are huddled together, every

other hcg%e 18 8 saloon, snd hardly s woman to
be seen.

13&?3. Daniel Witter, "Pionser Life," Colorsde
Magszine, IV (December, 1927), 167.

lhgolle, ops eit., p. 6.

15
Isebella L. Bird Bishop, A Lady's Life in the Roecky
Mountains, pp. 212-13. '
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The minilng cemps were generally drab and unsightly. A
contemporary reported in 1866 that the roasd between Black-
hawk and Central City waes dirty, unpleassant and unkept. The
Presbyterian Chureh, on the other hand, wss white, tasteful
and charmingly placed high on a hillside. It was about the
only plessant sight on the whole road. Bayard Taylor, a
famous traveler end writer, described Gregory Guleh as it
appeared in 1866.

We mount Gregory Guleh by e rough, winding, dusty
road, lined with crowded buildings; hotsls with
pompous names and limlted sccommodetions; drink-
ing saloons,-=-"lager beer" being a frequent sign;
bakeries, log and freme dwelling-houses, idle
mills, pilles of rusty and useless machinery, tum=-
bled by the wayside, snd now and then a cottsge
in the celico style, with 511 sorts of brackets
and cerved drop~cornices.t

Leadville, the scene of the greatest rush of them
8ll, experienced more difficulty than any other camp in
bullding to meet itz needs. Thousands of people poured
into this camp in 1878 snd 1879. One observer, writing
in 1R78, wrote:

Before the town was bullt, sheft holes hsd been sunk
in meny places on 1ts site, but unsuccessfully.
These are now used in some places as wells and

stand right in the street with little sheds over
them like shrines. There are no sidewslks ex-

cept slong the businessz streets, snd as these are
built by each owner to sult the level of_his own
door. The result 18 a very uneven line.

léTaylor, op. ¢it., p. B7.

17pon L. snd Jeen Harvey Griswold, The Carbonate Camp
Called Leadville, p. 126,
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Leadville was e tcown of ceasseless gctlivity. It wes
extremely difficult to meske one's way slong the sireet
during the day. At night the streets were no less crowded,
Hiners drifted into the town in swarms. Everywhere bands
were drumming up sudiences for the thesters and the variety
shows. Scores of ssloons and gambling places were in full
blast. The everyday sppearance of the place was of that
of 2 helldsy.

In 1879, Chestnut Street, named after Chestnut Street
in Philadelphia, was the center of all activity in Lead-
ville. The city was handlecapped In laeying out new streets
as 1t continued to grow, bescsuse during the first burst of
excitement, the rushing sllver seekers had erected thelr
tents and cabins on any convenient locastion. The fact
that the location might be in the middle of the street was
of no concern to the newcomer. Finally, however, by late
1879, many streets end slleys had been cleered and in 1880,
Harrison Avenue began to take its place as the most impor-
tant street. It was on thls street that, in 1880, was
erected what was advertised as the most elegent hotel west
of 85t. Louls. So successful wes this hotel, The Clarendon,
that it peld for 1tself within the first thirty days.1l8
Perhaps the most famous bullding located on Harrison Street

was the Tabor Opera Houge, which was completed in 1879. It

18&riswald, op. cit., p. 126.



was bullt by H. A. V. Tabor, the greatest of the silver
Kiagse.

Any group of prospectors who found a good slzed pay~-
streak of ore called their cluster of tents and cabins a
camp or a town, and gsve it a name. A year, or ten years
later their town might have died or 1t might have resched
proportions that necessltsted incorporation. #hen lncor-
porated, it might reteln its original neme or select a
new one, Since thousesnds of such mining cemps were estab-
lished, flourished and then dled, the history of Colorsdo's
mining 18 dotted with meny towns which sre no longer exlst~
ent.

Since the productiviiy of the land determined the
length of the life of the town, 1t also determined the lo-
cation of the town. Wherever gold or silver was found,
there a town grew. The camp, or mining town, might be
bunched up into deep canyons, ravines, snd gulches. Some-
times a mountain velley was wide enough and flat enough to
sccomnodate the town, but more often the houses staggered,
one over the other, up & steep hillslide, one street level
with the rooftops of the houses on the street below.19

Access to these mining towns was slso very difficult.
Roads did not go through them, but hsd to be built to them.

The town frequently was located at the end of the rosd,

19%mrich, op. cit., p. 53.
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since the town existed not gs & stopping point on the
road to the town beyond, but by 1ltself slone. In some
instancesg a road would asppesr to go through s town, but
closer observation would prove that the town, instesd,
had two roeds entering it from the same genersl direction.

Central City was a2 town of this kind,.20

Women of the Mining Towns

Throughout the sarly dsys of the mining cawps, men
always outnumbered women. The population figures for 1860
show a large predominance of men. In that yesr there were
314,277 people in Colorado. Of this number, 32,65l were
men end 1,490 were women.2l The 1870 census showed a large
increase in the per centage of women, but by 1880, follow-
ing the sensationel silver strikes, the per centage of men
greatly increased.

In reading sbout the women of the boisterous mining
camps, 1t 18 essy to receive the impression thet practi-
cally a1l the women were dance hall girls and prostitutes,
It is true thet any situation of thlas type attrascts the un~
desirsble group of women. In the early days of every camp,
this type of women grestly ocutnumbered 1l others. There
were many courageous, noble women who accompenied their men

struggling with the elements to help him in eny way they

20gmrich, op. cit., p. 53.

213 5. Bureau of the Census, Eighth census of the
United States: 1860, Population, Vol. I, Pe BL7e
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could., Their 1life in the mining camp was not easy. In
traveling to resch the cemp they underwent all the hard-
ships of ploneer emigration. Augusta Tabor 1s, perhaps,
the most femous of women like these. Writing of her life,
she said:
Really the women did more in the early days

than the men. There was so much for them to do,

the sick to teke care of. I have hed so meny

unfortunate men shot by aceident, brought to my

cabin to taske care of.

I weighed a8ll the gold thet was tsken out

of the upper end of the gulch that summer. There

was many & miner who did not know one thing about

welghing gold. I never saw a country settled up

with such greenhorns as Colorado.22

Some writers have expressed the ides that the moun-
tein climate wes not good and women lost their youthful
appegrance early in life. Even young women grew “"crow's
feet) because of the harsh light of the country.23

Perhaps 1t was women like ¥Molly Brown who fostered
the populzr notion of the lack of grece of Colorasdo's wo-
men. Known as the "unsinkable ¥Mrs. Brown," she spent a
life time trying to crash Denver's society. Despite the
fact that her husband had made one of the richest strikes
in Leadville, this breezy extrovert with & barroom vocsbu-

lary was shunned by the "turn-of-the-century" soclety of

Denver. Undaunted, she went to Europe where she acquired

224prg. H. A. W. Tebor, "Cabin Life in Colorado,"
Colorado Magszine, 1V (Merch, 1927), 72.

23Marion Foster Washburne, "Women of the Great West,"
Hgrper's Bazsar, IX (May, 1906), LOL.
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& long 1list of titled end talented foreign friends. She
later won netional fame end recognition by her coursge
and resourcefulness during the dissstrous sinking of the
Titanic. However, she was never accepted by Denver so=~
ai&ty.ah

Throughout 81l the mining ceanrps prostitutes were
openly introduced. The perlor house was the euphemism by
which the houses of 1ll-repute were known. In the early
days in Denver the madsmes supported for their customers
the publication of Denver's Redbook. They advertised psr-
lor houses with "23 Rooms, 3 Parlors, 2 Ballrooms, and 15
Boarders."25 The book gusranteed a cordial welcome to
strangers and gnmnounced that the parlor houses served only
the finest wines, liquors and cigars to gentlemen seeking
relaxation.

Mrs. . B. Hall, the wife of a miner in Independence,
tells of the coming of & parlor house to that camp.

A womsn from the underworld at Leadville

bullt & house In the camp and when it was [in=

ished, one evening the stage ceme in with a ca~

pacity load of glrls, who announced to the

ggowd"%gthﬁred round the stage, "We are here,

yS.

Many of the glrls operated independently without the

backing of the madsmes end without the luxury of parlor

3hﬁager Angell, "Denver," Hollday, VI (August, 1949),
110.

EEEmrich, op. ¢it., pp. 113~1l.

Zﬁxra. #. B, Hall, "Experiences in Leadville and Inde-
pendence," Colorado Magazine, X (Mareh, 1933), 65.
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houses. Eventually in most mining districts, they were
segregated into little cabins or "ecribs® which were 11~
luminated by red lamps end red curteins. Since there were
no street numbers, thelr names were posted in windows or
glass doorfronts-~-Jackie, Billle, Jane, Caroline and
Suzie.

Seldom did these women receive much ettention in the
press,. DBut sn ocutspoken writer for the Central City
Miners Reglster, in 186l, spoke plsinly about Madsm Wright,
whose c¢rib was just below the new Methodist church. “Fer-
naps such creastures should be permitted to live in & com~
muni ty, but they certainly ought to be severely trested for
their offenses agalnst morallty and lew, and compelled to
remove to some remote locelity where thelr presence will

not be so snnoying."27

Language end Humor of the Miner
The languege and humor of the people of the frontier
towns was naturally flavored with the occupations of the
people. Common forms of expression were rough and unique
to the newcomer, whose own langusge usually quickly identl-
fied him as new to the camps. To master the miner's dis~
lect was one of the first things a "pilgrim," or "tender-

foot," attempted to do. One needed to be versed in the

2Tyuriel Sibell Wolle, The Bonenza Trail, p. 398.
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miner's terminology to understsznd his langusge. For
exemple, 1f a miner seid, "I have panned that fellow out
snd couldn't get » color," he meant that the person he

was tslking sbout wes no good or s scemp. £ msn fortunste
in asny business wes e men who had "struck pay-dirt,”
Everything viewed in the aggregste, ss a train, e femily,

or s town wes en "outfit."2B

A hundred expresslions of this kind ere in com~
mon use in a mining cemp. Common psrlance has long
ago wruag the humor from all these oddities of ex-
pression; but every now and then something new
springs up which as 1t runs through minlng comun~
ities as & bit of fun, before its S%nal incorporg«
tion 1ato the epldemic vernsculsr.

The languege was glso not without the profanity common

in a society without women.

Golden City rang with oaths and curses, oa=
peclally at the depot. Americens are given over
to the most strocious sweering, and the bleaphe~
mous use of our Sgvior's neme 1s pecullerly re-
voltings « + o Formerly, sven the most profsane
men intermitted thelr profanity in the presence
of women, Jand 15533%7?$ driver of the stsge never
spoke without an osth, and though two lasdles were

paaaaggars, cursed his splendid horses the whole
time.

Humor, often rew, wes found in ludierocus snd sometimes

peinful situations. Tt was in itself & necessity, for the

2g¥athanial Fo Langford, Vigilente Dayvs snd Wave, p.330.
2{;1 bié*g Pe 3311

3

Qﬁiahsp, ops elt., pp. 220-21,



miner wlthout g sense of humor or s relish for 1t, was
very rare. 1he spirit of humor dlisplsyed 1tself on prec~
ticslly ell ocoesions.

Richsrdson polints up some of the sltustions In which
trouble was avolded by the frontiersments willingness to
laugh,

One day 1 hesrd the bar-keeper politely ask

2 men lyiag upon & bench to remove. The recum=

bent replied to the reguest with his revolver,

Indeed firing st this bsr-tender was 2 common

smusenent smong the guests. At first he Lore it

lsughingly, but one day s shot grezed his esr,
whereupon, romsrking tist there wes such e thing

as carrying a Jloke too fer and thet this was

sbout played out, he buckled on two revolvers

snd swore hie would kill the next men who tg§§

elm at him. He was not troubled sfterwsrd.

Another wey In which the milner expressed himself wes
in the naming of the mining camps. H¥eny of the nsnes were
merely whimsical titles spplied to what would probebly be
8 temporary cemp. “Falrplsy” wes named ss sn expression
of disepprovel for the greed of the miners at "Terryell."”
Californlg Gulch received its name bscause one of the
minersg in his surprise st finding so much gold ssid 1t wes
just like California.

There wes verlety snd imsginstion shown, too, in the
neming of the mines. Meny mines sre known simply by their
initials becsuse some of the words were unprintsble. Some

of these mines were located in nesrly every camp. Often

3lpicnardson, Ope cit., pe 180,
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mines were named for the women in the prospectorst! liveg--
Stelle, Laurel, Lady Allice, ¥innle ¥se. Others snhowed
the hope snd dispair of the mlaer, such as Last Chance,
detchless, or Hopewell.

Inhsbltants of the mining cemwps showed thelr feeling
for the region snd the tires by remarking on their sur=
roundings tongue-in-cheek. 4in entry from the digry of
George Clsrk for June 15, 1880, leconically states, "Guite
warm this forenoon. About 3 otclock went down to see the
tGarmen' hung. « « There wes & grest crowd end s good
meny ladies present. . . Everything sbout the hengling

went off quiet. Took e walk after tee."32

Recreation

In 1860 the principal forms of entertsinment in the
mining cemps were found in the vice sress. In Denver
play et the Corral, s hotel snd ssloon, was described as
going on day end night to e repetitious series of tunes
offered by s screechy orchestrs sitting within g smell en-
closure st one end of the hall. The orchestrs which was
found in 8ll the betier pambling hells usually conslisted
of four pleces, fiddle, cornet, plccolo, plenmo, with occa-

sionglly = banjo. 3Some of the populsr songe of the day

32George ¥. Clark, "Across the Plains end in Denver,
1860," Coloredo Magezine, VI {(July, 1929}, 131-140.
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were "Lily Dale,"” "Yellow Rose of Texas," "Twenty Years
Ago," and "Sweet Betsy from Pike."33 When these were
mingled with the clink of glasses at the bar and the nolsy
cell-song of the gemblers st the tables an unususl medley
resulted.

Soeial life in Arspshoe in 1860 was described in much
the ssme way.

Every fifth bullding is a salcon, every tenth
a gembling hall. There were few brothels gs yet.
The twin casmps together, in fact, contein scareely
a helfl dogen white women. In want of more the men
take freely to the charms of Regresses snd squews.
Altogether, it is a male soclety, seeking its diver-
sions in §ﬁmbling, drinking, fighting, racing and
shooting.

The hurdy-gurdy waes one of the populer attractions 1in
the early mining camps. Richardson, the newspsper corres~
pondent, described the hurdy-gurdy in operstion:

"Take your ladies for the next dancetl”

Half~a~dogen swarthy fellows fresh from the
di gglngs, selected partnsrs from the tawdry, be-
dizened women who stood in welting. After esch
dance the miners led thelr psasrtners to the bar
for whisky or champagne; then after a short psuse,
enother dence; and so the sorry revelry continued
from nine o'clock until nesrly davlight, inter-
rupted only by two fights. For every dasnce each
masculine participent psid cne deollar, helf going
to his partner, and hazlf to the proprietor. This
latter functionary who wes dealing monte, with rew
volver st his belt, sssured me that his daily
profits sversged one hundred dollars. Publicly,
decorum was pressrved; and to many miners, who had
not seen a feminine fsce for six months, these

33W111ison, op. cit., p. 80. 3UIbid., p. 75.
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poor women represented vaguely something of
the tenderness and secredness of thelr sex.Jb

Dancing was g unlverssl psstime. John L. Dyer, a
Methodist prescher, who traveled to msny mining towns, des-
cribed a bsll which was glven at Lincoln City in 1862. Af-
ter dinner at the hotel where he was staying, everyones de-
e¢lided that they must have s bell.

As 1 was gsbout to leave, the lsdies pleasantly

invited me to stey %o the dsnce. Of course, I

could not accept the invitastion. But they said:

"This is an extrs occasion, and it will be no

harm for you to dasnce with me; whg can't you ac~

cept my offer?” The reply was: "You're a lady,

but not quite handsome enough for me to dance with."

She was tsken aback at that, and the others laughed,

end 1 got out, as my cebin waes only two huggred

feet away. They soon fiddled me to sleep.

Agein Dyer tells of a meeting at Buckskin Joe in 1862,
held "in the face of every kind of opposition--at least two
balls a week, a dancing school, a one-horse theater, two
men shot--gnd yet, notwithstanding sll these things, we had
e good meeting."37

The sports which the inhsbitants of the mining towns
engaged in tended toward the brutal and were slways sccom-
penied by betting. At Central City in November, 1862, o
dog-fight was held in e theater with bets of one hundred
dollars s side.38 Cocks were often srmed with steel spurs

and fought before cheering, betting miners.

35Jchn L. Dyer, The Snow-Shoe Itinerant, p. 1L5.
301 p14., p. 137

B?Dick’ -?_E. SE}__E-, P 276.
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During the Civil War, basebsll began to schieve wide~
spread popularity. It spresd In to Colorsdo and became s
popular form of diversion, arousing keen, friendly rivalry
between the various mining camps.BB

In Leadville, & typical mining town of a later period,
horse racing became one of the importsnt sports asmong the
regidents of that booming town. Few women sttended the
races. In August, 1879, s five day event was held in which
Lesdville owners pitted their pscers and trotters asgalinst
entries from Colorado Springs, Fueblo, Denver, and Central
City.

In genersl, recreation in the earlier mining cemps was
of 2 much less violent nature than those which were devel-
oped later. Camps before 1870 were relstively lesw-sbliding
communities and 1f & sheriff would not cope with undesir-
sble elements, & vigilsnce committee would. Later cemps
had rellroad transportation meking essy transportastion for
gll the gsmblers, prostitutes and other undesirable people.
In addition, many early mining camps haed strict provisions
agalnst begwdy houses and ga&bling halls.>3?

There were other forms of enterteloment. Holidays
were often the occasion for general celebration in the
mining cemps. At Cold H111l in 1R60 the Fourth of July

celebration was the type of amusement In which snyone could

38pritz, op. eit., p. 178. 39 bid., p. 180.
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participate with a clesn consclence. There was speech
making, outdoor luncheon, gemes, and rasces. A typlecsal
prank of the day was the presentation of s ple which
looked like an ordinery ple. When it was opened 1t wes
found to contain quartz.

In Boulder the holiday festivities festured a novel
form of recing. There was a race between ainglé-jack and
double~jack drillers. A fifty dollar prize was given the ’
men or tesm of men who could drill deeper inte quartz in |
ten minutes.hg

The first theatricsl performance glven in Central
City was performed as early as 1860 by three daughters of
a couple named Wgkely. Centrsl City alreedy hed s number
of gembling halls and ssloons, but the Wakely sisters
were the first to sppesl to the smusement loving propen-
sities of the ploneers. The ﬁall was not large, but took
care of three to four hundred people and there was no role
Miss Millie (one of the siateraj would not undertake to
present. Consequently, Centrsl Clity was treated to a de-
lineation of all the favorite plays of the time.hl

The Wakeley's were followed in the thestricsl business
by a man by the neme of larrison. He obtained the second

floor of a buillding on Gregory Street. The léwer floor

UOpritz, op. cit., pp. 177-78.

hlﬁal Sayre, "Early Centrel City Thestrlcsls snd Other
Reminescences," Colorado Megegzine, VI (March, 1929),L7-53.
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was used as a ssloon. His theater seated seven or elght
hundred. He wss Followed in Central Clty by the Lang-
rishea.hz

Denver also had a thester very early., At the height
of the gold rush, the players performed over g ssgloon on
Larimer Street. Two of the most famous troupers of the
day declided to bulld s playhouse of their own. Creat
ceremony marked the opening of their drematic institution
when the produced a wide variety of plsys Irom farce to
melodrams to good serious drams and reslistlic comedy.
When one of the men in this partnership, ¥Mike Dougherty,
died of drink at Central City, Langrishe established a
dramatic circult whlceh provided Denver with six months
theatrical season. Centrsl City was given three months of
theaster and the other three months were divided among the
communi ties of the surrounding area.h3 Other Thegtricels,
in the meantime, had set up circults through the other
mining towns.

Maurice O'Conner Morris described one of the early day
thestricel performances,

On Fridey evening I repsired to the "Montsna,"
or Mountain Theater, s rough~hewn building of pilne~~
with & parguette and gellery--cspable of accom-
modating & large number. There I ssw Hamlet per-
forrmed, and though the ghost was not very spiritusel,

Gertrude not very queenly, and the courtiers not
courtier~like, yet the plsy was, on the whole, very

thilliSOﬁ, -?.a. cito, ?na 113"’11%.. hBIbid" pv SO'
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well put on the stage; even the Prince of Denmark,

el et SO Teneaneg g o Yen T st

The miners had thelr contests, thelr ssloons and
their gambling., "The inception of the thestre in Central
City was but a natural consequence of the social deficlency
existing in the esrly mining camps.“h5

Opera houses and thesters were fashionsble in these
mining towns. LEvery town of any importance built some
elaborate structure of this type. In 1777, there were

three thesters in Central City. HNone of the three were

gul table for opera. When The Bohemian Girl was given in

the Belvidere Theater, the inadequacy of the theater for
such s performance was obvious, and an opers house wsas
discussed snd bullt with smazing dispstch. It opened
Mareh i, 1878. Since both the musical and dramstic or-
ganizations of Central City clamored for the honor of
opening 1t, there were two formel openings, with the music
group appearing first. The finest talent in the country
came to thiz opera house.,

The bonanzs kings were, ss s rule, liberal and even
extravegant in their attempts to make the mining cemps of

Colorado show places. One of the mightiest of these was

uhﬁaurice C'Conner iorris, Rembles in the Rocky Moun=~
tains, pp. 130=-31.

R5Lynn Perrigo, "The First Two Decades of Central City
Theatricals,” Colorado Msgazine, XI (July, 193L4), 1L1-152.




75

Horace A, W, Tebor, who acqulred wealth with its attend-
ant power and prestige from the mines of Lesdville. Out~
standing in his civic enterprises was the elsborate opers
house at Leadville. The seccnd floor of this structure
was bullt for a theater, but the msjor part of the ornsate
bullding was designed for opera. The first floor would
seat four hundred people and the gracefully curved balcony
would seat four hundred more. The orchestra seats were
plush, the backdrops snd scenery lavish and ornate. An
slr of megnificent richness was mesintained throughout.
Tabor was s0 carried eway by his opera house that he built
one hotel at Leadville.

Then ceme the sequel in even more msgnificence--the
Tabor Grand Opers House in Denver. The new opers house
hed a two hundred twenty-five foot frontege on Center
Street snd s hundred twenty-five foot frontage on Six-
teenth Street. It had five storlies, surmounted by three
towers. The materiasl wes Golden pressed brick with Manitou
white ssndstone trimmings, The lot had cost eight hundred
end fifty~thousand dollars.hb Some of his poorer and bet-
ter read critics suggested thet a picture of Shakespeare
be hung in the foyer, "Shakespeare?" ssld Tabor, "What did

he ever do for Colorado? I'm hanging my own portrait thare.“h7

uéThayer, op. eit., p. 360.
47ange11, op. cit., p. 110.



#1th these opers houses and asdequate railroad facll-
ities, bthe music lovers of the Pike'!s reak reglon were
gble to hesr many of the nation's best artists. Locsal
music was also encoursyed. The Lenver Opera Club gave
Pinafore continuously for a week in the new Tabor Grand
in 1881. Dr. Frank Damrosch organized the Denver Chorus

When they performed Hayden's Creatlion on Washing=-

ton's birthday, hls orchestra consisted of eleven

men from the Tabor Grand Opers House, ten from

the Palace hall in the basement of Tabor Opers

House, aznd twenty~flve smateur players wlith

stringed instruments. So populsr becsme the in-

terest in operas and choruses thet the ministers

objected because 80 many of their young people

were joiﬁéng troupes and chureh music suffered s

decline.

Leesdville, with 1ts tremendous boom in 1879, ocut-
shone all the esrller boom towns. Its first legitimste
thester was the Schoenberg Opers House. It was opened in
1879, but this opera house soon faded out with the comple=-
tion of the Tabor Upera House, which was reputed to be the
finest theater west of the Mississippi.ﬁg The Tabor Opera
House had 1ts grand opening in Hovember, 1870, with the ever-
present Jeck Langrishe and hlis troup presenting the comedy,

The Serious Family.so Success after success followed. The

coming of the rallrosd, in 18R0, made Leadville accessible to

stock companies who casme for one and two night stsnds.

haFritz, op. clt., p. Ll5,.
ugGriswold, op. cit., p. 269. Solbid., p. 260.
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In Leesdville, however, the varlety theaters and emphl-
thesters enjoyed even greater populaerity. Often these the-
aters were combined with saloons and gembling halls and the
girls who were members of the troupe and waitresses were
availsble for other purroses. The Grand Centrsl Thester,
which opened in December, 1879, was the most imposing
variety thester of the mountain mining regions. W¥hen it
opened on December 12, "the first nighters gaped at the two
tiers of boxes, 23 in ell, for trey were 'boxes little less
then cozy parlors, hendsomely trimred and curtained in lace
and damask,'“sl Throughout the performances, the hostesses
would make the rounds of the boxes encouraging the cccu-
pants to trest them to drinks.

The amphithesters were muech like the varlety theaters,
except that they included attractlons other than the
singing end dencing predominating in the veriety thester.
They often offered physlical endurence contests such male
end femsle running snd wslking rsces, boxing matches snd
wrestling. One of Lesdvilie's outstanding asmphithesaters
presented a trapeze artist with & wheslbsrrow, while another
thrilled the crowds with e dog fight which was to continue
until one was chewed to death by the ﬁther.sz There were

other types of physical contests.

SlGriswold, op. ¢it., p. 270.
521bid., p. 271.
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Trere wea a variety of other forms of entertainment.
In Eldora the Sunshine Society afforded the miners and
their families the opportunity for mutual enjoyment,
mostly in the form of cerd playing and dencing. Other so=-
cleties in other towns also grew up, such as literary clubs
which sponsored lectures of high caliber. Churches filled
an important role outside its purpose of spreading the
gospel in church women's organizations, which frequently
sponsored lectures and luncheons.

The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Mssons came to
Colorsdo in 1861, and other nationasl brotherhoods were soon
to follow.

Early Colorado wes a long way from the States snd
civilization. The early settlers adjusted to thelr sur-
roundings and soon provided themselves with 81l forms of
entertal rment, Including music and drame performed by their
own amateurs. With the advent of the ralilroed, people were

sble to enjoy most of the plessures they had left in the
Ea&‘t.



CHAPTER 1V

PROGRESS I¥ THE HINING CAMPS
¥egintaining Order

A recurring problem in each of the minlng settle~
ments thet sprang up whenever a strike was made was thst
of maintsining order. The rapid iaflux of sc meny diverse
types of people in so short s time slwsys resulted in a
situstion of disorder end lswlessness thet the consti-
tuted suthorities, if 1ndeed there were any, were unsble
or unwilling to cope with, This was a problem of the
easrliest mining csamps, and of each of the succeeding camps.
¥entlon has alreedy been made of the eerllest attempts of
the people of Denver and Aursris to estsblish s system of
law enforcement and the hengings that were made in those cemps
by the Vigilante Committee attest to thelr success.

The situstlion which exlisted in the esrliest Colorsde towns
differed from that in sny other ploneer situstion. Hundreds
of people overnight found themselves in an ares where there
was no lew nor any agents of law or goverament. Other
ploneer adveances had been more gradual or hed been to sress
where government of some kind was alresdy in force. Calie«
fornie, for exemple, et the time of the grest rush there

in 1849, had 2 long history of lew. The situstion found in

79
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the Rocky Mountsain camps was different. There wss s
large movement of populstion Lrom 8ll parts of the
country converging without prearrangement to s common
point. They were of no one origin, hebitstion, or trein-
ing, except that largely they were Americans.

The first scts of estgblishiag law.snd order were
concernsd with setting up mining districts to regulete
the makling of mining elaims. Then followed rules for
the governing of sociasl relations for there were no courts
or lgws in the territory. These early organizstions were
essentially democratic snd 1llustrete the ability of the
ploneer to operaete In the gbsence of any fixed precedent.
The miners in esch locality by popular meetings esteb-
lished thelr own courts. In the open meetings there was
free speech for 8ll, a general fslr discussion, and the
final judgement was in the hands of the people.l

Even after the coming of a territorisl governrent in
1861, and s state government in 1876, the malntensnce of
law and order was often the responsibllity of the lew~
abiding elements in the community. ¥ass sction was mede
necessary when life and property became unssfe asnd subject
to the constant depredstions of the thug, the footpsd, the

highwayman, the murderer and other members of the eriminal

1ﬁ&nry A+ Dubbs, "The Unfolding of Law in the HMountain
Region,” Colorado Magazine, II (October, 1926), 113.
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world which were sttracted in such lerge numbers to the
boom town.

Like all frontier towns Denver had a feir share of
the lawless element. One of the most retold stories of
violence in esrly Denver 1s about the attempt which was
mede to mob Williem N. Bysrs becasuse he denounced one of
the local gang-leaders, a man nsmed Harrison, in his news-~
paper. In retaliation, Harrison and g gang of cohorts
made an armed assgult upon the office of the newspaper
hoping to shoot Byers. In the gunplay which took place
one of Harrison's followers was killed but Byers escaped.

A similar report of snother despersdo in Denver il-
lustrates the peoplets 1deas of the practice of law.

« « «» Gordon killed two men end was followed

by Sheriff Middesugh into the Cherokee country,

where he was captured and brought back into

Denver for trigl., His case wags tried by a

peoplets court where he wes found gullty and

sentenced to be hanged. The energy displayed

by the sheriff in the cepture of this ruffian,

and the promptness with which the sentence of

the court was executed, had a2 salutary effect

upon the community. Those who believed in

law and order were encouraged while the lawless

saw that they must elther behsve or seek some

other fleld of operstions. Some reformed and

others left town.

During the periocd up to the esrly 1880's much of the
violence can be attributed to the fact that the hablt of
carrylng srms was universal. Pistols and knives were in

evidence everywhere. Inasmuch, as & universsl pastine

2Coodspeed, op. eit., p. 384.
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seemed to be drinking and gembling, shooting frays were
common. Ordinerily, occurrences of this type aroused
1i ttle sttention.

The Denver Psoplet's Government was formed in
October, 1860, in a determined effort to suppress law~
lessness end to Improve the condition of the camp. A
city msershsl wes appointed, with eight officers as a po-
lice force. A small jell was erected snd houses of 111
feme were declsred illegal in certain districts.3 The
people of this small camp seemed to believe even at this
early date that their camp hed a future somewhsai more
stable than that of a mere gold boom town.

In the yesrs following 1860, vigilente committees
continued to operate. The punishment of the criminsl was
not alweys in the hands of the sppointed officers. A re-
port from Central City in 1R66 1llustrates this rather
grephically.

The age of law and order had not yet aerrived.

The people polnted out to me a tree, to which one

of them had hung a Mexican, last week, on sccount

of an attempted assuslt upon two ladies of the place.

The criminel wee taken from the sheriff!s hands

and lynched; and the few remalining Mexican resi=-

dents, who appeer to have hed no fellowship with

him, are ordered to lesve the place. Affsirs of
this kind mseke an unplessent impression. The impro-
vised code of s new settlement is no longer neces-

gary here, snd it seems to exist by virtue of, s
lingeriig teste for rude snd violent justice.u

3Willison, op. eit., p. 112,
LL‘I’aylor, op. cit., p. 51.
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Law enforcement in early Colorado, despite the vice,
erime and violence found in eny frontier town, was stronger
then that of the lster boom towns. The cemps before 1870
were relatively law abiding, while the easy access pro-
vided by the railroasd made csmps like Leadville, Aspen and
Cripple Creek more subject to crime waves. The undesirasbles
came in such large numbers, that the sheriff and law en-
forcement officers were unable to cope with tlem.

Leadville was typical of the later town developments.
It was begun with the first silver discovery in 1877. The
Leadville of 1878 and 1779 was like most mining cemps of
this period, the scene of much excitement and s grest deasl
of disorder. All kinds and conditions of men came to the
city, but through ell of them ran the desire to "get rich
quick,” with the least possible effort. The miner and the
banker, the card shaerp and the speculator, the theater
manager and the owner of a saloon all had the one common
gim. With riches sll around them and new strlkes every
week; wlth mining claims as well as real estate increasing
in value by leaps and bounds, all but a few lost their
heads and shared in the general excltement. In the day-
time the streets were full of men talking excitedly, and
at nlght riotous execitement enveloped the city which lasted
untll daybreak. Bands played to entice the riners into the

saloons and gembling houses and many were open all night.
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It is reported that one theater opened at sbout mide
night in 1879 and closed at four in the morning.5

Because of the skyrocketing land values, one of the
most common crimes in Leadville was that of lot jumping.
Often the owner of a lot would aspproach his property only
to find a group busily constructing e building while armed
guards stood by. Since great confusion existed in land
titles there was little the owner could do except to try
to repossess his land forelbly.

The whole ares around Leadville was a maze of con=-
flicting mining claims. Cleim jumping became a common oc~-
currence. Irving Howbert, Colorado Springs banker and
Leadville mine owner, relates the following experiences

in mainteining his claim.

Owing to the extrsordinary richness of the ore
on our cleim, it seemed to us thet almost every-
body in the Leadville district that ever had
waglked over this ground, commenced & suit
against us in the next few months. For seversl
years thereafter we were involved in & perfect
maze of litigation, snd for a considerable time,
it became necessary for us to hold possession
of the property by srmed guards. We erected a
small house around the ghaft end in the center
of it, with sscks of ore, we made a clreculsr
barricade which commanded the only entrance.
This barricade was occupied by one or more of
our group of partners almost every night during
the spring and summer of 1859, with, arms snd
plenty of asmmunition close st hand.6

Sﬁenderson, op. cit., p. 118.

éIrving Howbert, Memories of a Lifetime in the Pike's
Pesk Region, pp. 250-51,
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In some cases mountain waerfare sctuslly toock place
over the ownership of a mine. Griswold tells of the
ownership contest over the Buckeye Belle. In this frecas
the two contending groups of owners both bulld fortifi-
cationg in en attemgt to gein possession of the mine.

Each faction wes able to get warrants issued for the ar-
rest of the other, but the combatants refused to submlit
to arrest. Finglly, firing opened up between the two
stockades. Several of the fighters were wounded but the
only fetality wss an onlooker.?

The feme of the Lesdville bonsnza attracted all kinds
of unsavory cheracters, which made for extreme dlsorder.
But much criminel violence must be gttributed to hunger
end necessity. There simply were not enough jobs to ac~
commodste everyvone who came.

By the wlddle of 1879 there was considersble activity
in the organlzetion of g Vigilence Associetion, for, by now,
it was evident thet the srell elght man police force was
not capsble of ending what the newspsvers cslled "The Relgn
of the Footpads." In sddition, there was s move on by dif-
ferent groups to band together for thelr protection. Both
merchants snd mineowners begen working together to form pro-
tective gssoclations. The mineowners group was mainly con=

cerned with the problem of claim Jumping and wes made up of

TGriswold, op. cit., p. 168-70,
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smaller mineowners who were uneble to hire gunmen to pro-
tect their property. The merchsnts estsblished their own
police force and hired guards to patrol the eres of thelr

businesses throughout the night.a

Finelly, on November 19, 1879, o vigilante committee
took action and hanged two inmates of the jall., Griswold
has printed the contents of a note found pinned to the
back of one of the victims.

Hotice to 2ll lot thieves, bunko steerers,
footpads, thleves snd chroniec bondsmen for the

same, and sympathizers for the above class of

crimingls: This 1s our commencement, and this

shall be your fates. We meen business, and

let this be your last waralng. « « « Vigllantes!
Committee. We are 700 strong.9

After this lynching there was a2 noticeable decline in the
rate of crime. There was a temporary end, st least, to
the lot jumping becsuse one of the viectims hsd been one of
the lesders in such enterprise.
A description tsken from the account of & visit to
Leadville 1n 1883 shows the changes that hsd tesken plsace.
Vice is more prevalent than it i1s in Esstern clties,
gnd erime does not make so black & record as it
does in numerous Eestern towns we might name, In
the gutumn of 1883, the writer welked through its
principel thorcughfare sfter nine o'clock in the

evening snd witnessed the ssme order and gqulet to
which he had been accustomed at home. True, the

Bwillison, op. cit., p. 168.
Yeriswold, op. cit., p. 175.
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doors of ssloons were thrown wide open, and they

were thronged with miners from the suburbs; but

the crowd was orderly and quiet.l0

Becsuse of the sensationsl development of the mining
towns, their lawlessness has been exeggerated. In reality
the law ablding citizens gained control sfter s compara-
tively short period in which murder and crime were ram=~
pant. Colorado, like other Americen frontlers, went through
a stage of lawlessness. As in any other American frontier,
however, the settlers immediastely set about to estsblish

lew snd order, asnd ss the settlements assumed permsnency,

the mining csmps becsme orderly organized towns.

Religion snd Schools

Another sres in which progress was made was in religion
and schools. Although they played very minor roles in the
very earliest cemps, their coming showed the growing up of
the town.

"It 18 true," wrote A. K, ¥ecClure, "thet I was not
nearly so much crowded at church as 1 was st the race course
and at the theater: but 1t is possible that most of the
people were at other churches."ll There was much religious

activity in the early days of Colorado. The circult riders

10Thayer, oP. cit., p. 14,660

1lgienn Chesney Quiett, They Bullt the West, p. 167,
quoting A. K. MeClure in Three Thoussnd Miles Through the
Rockies.
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and preschers cf all denominations visited the wvarlous
camps. Churches were bullt in all the major camps.
Py 1847, beautiful stoae churches had been completed at
Denver, Centrsl City end Colorado Springs.12

One of the ploneer church men of the Protestant
Eplscopsl Church was Bishop Telbot who made his first
vislt to the territory in 1861. While he was in Den=-
ver, members of the 5t. John's Church scoured the city
for the best singers snd & full service was held. One
of the singers who had s "wheezy little melodisn" sceom-
panied him on his subsecuent visltetions throughout the
region.13

Another personality who stands cut for his faith-
fulness 1n his service to these isolated communities weas
Bishop Rsndall. He made grest personsl sacrifice to bring
religion to the Rockies. When he arrived in Denver in
June, 1866, he found only two parishes in the sres. One
was St. John's, at Denver, and the other was St. HMark's
st Central City. Hewcame to Colorado es an old man when
other men of his age were thinking of retiring and worked

seven years, organizlng schools snd churches.lh

12501 tg, op. cit., p. 226.
1v1a., p. 225.

LUia11ce Polk 1111, Tales of the Colorado Pioneers,
pp . 122"'21—‘0
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Father Macheboeuf, another early mlissionsry, crossed
the mountsins to California Guleh to hold regulsr church
gservices as esrly as 1760. In wany of the communitles the
churches ceme early enough to compete with the gsmbling
haelle, The Presbyteriens founded s church at Black Hawk
in 1863, Other communities in the region did not alweays
fare so well., Cold wes so plentiful in some aress that
the saloons often swept stray pleces out in the street wlth-
out taking the trouble to examine the debris to look for
them, but the pathetic story of Father Dyer reveals that a
very few dollars were spent by the miners in the forward-
ing of religion.

Dyer was a2 Methodist misslonary sent out in 1861 to
Buckskin Joe at the helght of the excitement. He bullt
himself a plne-~bough shelter within a few houses of town
snd set out to telk quletly teo all who would listen., Every
'night he preached on the street corners and not unsuccess=-
fully, he declared, in spite of the two balls s week, the
dancing school, the one-horse theater and the many murdarsﬁS

Something of the problems of the pioneer parsons can
be seen from Dyer's sctivity in 1862.

I reached Georgls Gulch on the second of

April, and was kindly recelved. There were zbout

one hundred and fifty people in the Guleh, and I

found some few that had been members of some
church. I gave out presching for the next Sunday

15ﬁy3r, op. ¢it., p. 137.
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at ten and a half o'clock and st French Gulch

in the safterncon. The hall was well filled in

the morning, and there were sbout forty hesrers

in the afternoon. There was s friendly Jew at

Georgla Gulech, who proposed to raeise the

preacher something, end tcok & psper and col-

lected $22.50 in dust; for that was all the

currency then. Thls amount was qulite & help,

as there wariécnly ten cents In my purse when

I got there.

By the middle of the 1870's churches were estabe
lished in most of the lsrger communities. Af this time
there were two Baptist assoclations in Colorado. The
Methodist Eplscopal Church had twenty~five church bullde
ings in Colorado with s membership of 1,336 in 1873.

The Presbyterlen, Luthersn, Congregationsgl, and Unitarian
denominstions were also established in the srea by this
time.17

People began to take grest pride in the church bulld-
ing gnd to compete with each other in scquiring extrava=
gant erticles from great distences. The Presbyterian
Church in Lake City, which was founded in 1R76, bossted »
bell which wes freighted from New Jersey across two moun~-
tain renges in a wagon.l8  Stained glass windows were
brought in by other churches, while others bought elabo-
rately carved altars and pews. The Victorsin architecture

provided numerous opportunities for extravagsnces,.

16Bysr, ope cit., p. 138.
17pritz, op. cit., p. 226.
18wolle, op. cit., pe 3L7.
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Whether the churches were founded early or late, the
early church services of any community were held in sa=-
loons, gambling houses, school houses, privete homes, or
envwhere the minlater could find room and someone to
listen.

The Reverend Joseph Gaston of Qurey re~
celved permission to tszlk for fifteen minutes
in one "club room," during which time the
faro desler left his chalr and the preacher
mounted it for a rostrum. . . . The three
hundred within the sound of his voice stood
with uncovered heads, pelid rapt sttention, a
few joining in the recitation of ghe Lord's
Prayer which closed the service.}

In Cglifornia Gulch the Eplsacopal minister found
about the seme situation in 1878,

The followlng Sundey service was held in the

only available place--an upstsirs room over

a ssgloon, where there were cracks in the

floor an inch wide that gesped down on the

erowd drinking at the bar and gambling over

the green tables below.

The chips clinked, the faro dealer shouted,

the men shuffled &ESHt gs the bertender

served the drinks.

Some preachers did not depend entirely on their
faith in Ged to achieve the desired results. One of these
was the "Fighting Parson,” T, A. Uzzell, who estsblished
a church in Lerdville. He believed that the strength of
God was also in a strong right executed st the proper time.
After he had rsised the money to bulld a church, he saw

some strange men unlosding lumber on his lot, and reasliged

19bid., p. 326. 201 pid., p. She.
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that they were golng to jump the property. ¥hen they did
not listen to his words, he stripped off his coat gnd
made g determined asssult on the invsders. Later he told
s friend, "I msde up my mind, if the Lord wanted me to
recover that lot He would give me strength to lick those
fellows.. . and He did,"?l

The growth of the church has parslleled the develop~
ment of Colorado. Church establishment began to function

in Colorado in the 1850's and from those ploneer begin-
nings continued to spreasd as settlement expanded,

The people who caeme to Colorado in 1858 and 1859
came to hunt gold, not to found homes. Most of them were
unmarried, snd those who were hsd left thelr wives st
home. They had come to msake thelr fortunes and return to
their homes to live. In these temporsry settlements, there
was little need for a school.

As time passed gnd men lesrned that fortunes were not
to be hsd in 8 summer, they sent for their femilies, sand
the newcomers brought thelr famllies with them. These
families brought with them the educstionsl traditions of
thelr homes, which soon ssserted themselves even in the still
thinly populsated regions.

The first school in Colorasdo wes established a2t Den-

ver., 1t hsd no bullding of its own, and met in s one=-room

ElIbido’ ppo 55""56.
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log c2iin with 2 mud roof. Though inadeguate, it happened
to be svelleble and centrally located. It was cslled the
"Union School" becsuse it was attended by students from
the several parts of the divided Denver.

The first school house bullt in Colorado for that
purpose was built in Boulder in the summer of 1840.
Abner R. Brown, who came to Colorado in search of gold,
promised the people there thst if he did not make good in
the gold flelds, he would return and open a school. A
short experience in mining was snough to convince him
that hls business was school teaching after gll. He then
opened a private school in a two room cabin while the
people took up subscriptions to bulld the school house,
The new bullding was completed by October, 1P60, st a
cost of $1,200, and Brown's salary was paid through the
tultion charged to the students.22

In 1862, 0. J. Goldrick organized the first publiec
school in Denver and became the superintendent. He re-
mained many years in the public school work in Colorado.
The first public school system was esteblished in Denver
by general assembly, which voted to finsnce the system by
certsin portions of mining elaims. It provided

» + «» that hereafter when any new mineral lode,
of elther gold besaring quertz, silver, or other

vaeluesble metal, shall be discovered in this ter-
ritory, one claim of one hundred feet in length

224yenderson, ope. cit., pp. 124-25,
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on such lode shall be set apart and held in

perpetulty for the use and benefit of the

schools of this territory, subject tS the

control of the leglslative sssembly. 3
This sct had hardly eny direct sdvantage for the public
schools. In the later cemps it wass the responsibility
of the local citizens to build schools when necessary.
They were ususlly late in arriving. They slmost invar-
1ably consisted of but one room with one teacher for all

ages snd siges, Often the town promoters would contribute

a2 lot for the site of the school.

Changes in Mining Methods
and Finsnecing

The early prospectors were primarily gold seckers.
They confined thelr first sesrch to the free gold that was
found in the ssnds end gravels of the mountsin stresms.
The process of obtaining this gold was simply physical.
This placer mining could be done on a small or large scale.
Soon, however, these easlly obtainable stores of gold were
exhausted and a search for the original source, or mother
lode, was made, If the mother lode was discovered g mine
was opened and the gold bearing veln was followed into the
esrth. Obtalning the ore from these underground mines be-
ceme a highly complex undertaking. 8Skilled lsbor became

essential for profitsble working of the mine. The ore Found

23Goodapeed, op. cit., p. 394.
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in the mountasinsides was not pure but was combined with
quartz and other minerals. Hethods then had to be devised
for extracting the gold. Once cut of the ground the ore
had to be milled, that is ground or crushed so thst the
metal could be separated from the rocks. Then methods sim~
ilar to placer methods of mining were used in finslly ex-
tracting the gold. The deeper the mines were dug, the more
varied the ore becsme and simple methods of milling were

no longer satisfactory in extrecting the gold. OSmelters
end reduction works then hsd to be bullt to cope with the
complex ore bodies,

Methods of mining silver were similar to those in
mining gold. Most silver deposits, however, sre not free
ore but sre found mixed with other metals. CQre deposits of
thls kind were frequently found in huge masses. This vastly
complicated the mechanics of mining.

The transition from simplest placer mining to dif=-
ficult lede mining 1s seen in the development of mineral
resources in Colorado. Perhaps the best example can be
found in the mining operstions of Celifornis Gulch. The
richest gold discovery of 1860 was made by John O'Ferrell
in California Gulch in March on the spot where Lesdville
later mushroomed. The immediate result of this discovery
wes the starting of a lively mining camp. By esrly summer
nearly five thousand men were conducting mining operstions

in California Guleh. Parts of the gulch were fabulously
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rich, but the water supply was limited. This was used
over and over agealn by easch miner, and by the time 1t
reached the lower part of the district it was of the con-
sistency of liquid mud. Despite this handicap the mining
camp was the most productive &nd prosperous in the moun-~
tains. 3ome cleims ylelded over & thousand dollers s day,
snd one firm was reputed to hsve taken cut one hundred
thousand dollars in sixty days.zu The sepsration of the
g0ld was hanpered by the hesvy blsck ssnd which the miners
cursed because 1t clogged the riffles of the sluices and
sccumulsted in the bottoms of the pans and rockers. Not
until twenty years later was this send found to be carbon-
gte of lesd, rich in silver.zs The principel mining camp
in the ares was Oro City.

In 1860-1861, Oro City was & typical wide-open mining
camp. Saloons, gembling houses and brothels lined the
gulch road for miles and the slx dollars s dey the ordinary
workmen esrned was alwsys spent by the next morning.aé

By 1862 the output of the placer mines became less
end less profiteble. By 1865 less then five hundred miners
were left in the gulech 2nd most of them, too, soon drifted

away.

2hg rank Fosset, op. cit., p. LO7.
esﬂrnest Ingersoll, The Crest of the Continent, p. 210.

2641111800, op. cit., p. 142.
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The few miners who remgined in Oro City dld so be~
cause they were hoping to dlscover the lode from which the
placer deposits had come. Finelly, in 1R68, when & new
process for recovering the gold was introduced, the Printer
Boy mine csused s new excitement In the region. Activity
was confined large to this one rmine snd the new arrivals
began to drift sway. By 1870 the entire gulch wss almost
deserted. The sleeping town was not awskened until the sil-
ver discoverles in the late seventies.o/

In the more difficult lode mining and the reduction
of refractory ores more cepltal wss needed for developling
s gold or silver mine. Attention of eastern cspitalists
became focused on Colorado mines. In 18563 and early 1886l
there were forrmed g large number of companies for the ex~
ploitation of these mines. Lerge amounts of machinery of
a very modern and often useless type were freilghted scross
the plsins, many mills were erected, high salsried officials
were pleced 1in charge of operations and the companies hoped
for quick end large returms.z8 The mining companies which
were organized In various eastern cities on mining proper-
ties of Cllpin, Clear Creek, and Boulder compsnies, had s
cepital stock which mounted into the millions of dollars.

The entire history of these company investments and opersations

2Tariswold, op. clt., p. 1.
2BHenderson, op. clt., p. 116.
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was depiorable.zg With the increese of speculation, min-
ing stocks were sold by salting (placing gold-bearing ore
in barren rines), and other dishonest methods, Some of
these mining companlies were lsgltimate end honest business.
Others possessed titles which were partly or wholly fic-
titious. The common mlstske of the compenles was the pur-
chasing of mining property scasttered throughout the gold~
fields rather than buying contiguous claims on the ssme
lode for more profitsble explolitation.

Although sestern capital did begin to enter the stste,
1t was not g significent factor until it moved into Lead~
ville. Fossett, writing in 1880, sesid:

For the most part mining has been conducted

by men of limited mesns or no means at all when

they started in. These mountsineer prospectors

end miners have worked out their own salvation,

end have made thelir state rich and famous almost

by their own unsided labors, strong hands, and

charascteristic energy snd enterprise. But 1little

outside capltal came in to help them during the
fifteen yeers of the State's greatest progress,

What has been secured is due to the splendid

showinge and remarkable returns previously made.30

By 1380, huge finsncisl structures begsn to be
erected, thereby changling the chserscter of the mining towns.
There occurred s conspicuous separation between the mine-
owner, mine manager and the miner., Egstern owners were far

removed from the mining town and its interests and were

mainly interested in gs large s dividend as possible. The

29 ossett, op. eit., p. 13k. 30Ipbid., p. 221.
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managers and englneers began to form a separate cless in
the mining towns. The miner no longer had the opportunity

to strike it rich, becsuse mining had become blg business,

The Miner ss a Laborer

A study of the 1life In the mining camps shows that
those who msde the rushes had come from 21l walks of
Americen life to strike it rich. They hed a strong notion
of independence and freedom. The young and vigorous made
up a large part of these ventures. They were able to sur-
vive all the dissppointments that were involved in pros-
pecting. The rigors gave rise to s daring, reckless spirit
thet colored 1life in the mining csmps. They enjoyed living
dangerously.

When the miner was forced to work ss s lsborer, 1t
wes only to esrn enough money to attain a grub stske. Why
should a prospector work for someone else when he might go
up & gulch and estsblish e cleim of his own? By 1R%0, howy
ever, this was different, man might escspe by way of pros-
pecting, but it was not easy. The silver mining of the
Leadville distriet had lsrge scale underground workings
which required miners. The smelters also required many
workers. Thus, it was inevitable that a distinet working
claess grew upe.

Stories of the fabulous weaslth to be scquired in Lead-

ville attracted thoussnds of hopeful people. Even in 1880
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the influx continued. Thomes Ingham describes the condi-

tions there,

It is sstonishing what a vast number of
people are still rushing to Leadville; yet we
were told by relisble men from there that there
were perhaps ten thousand idle men in that city,
many of them without money or means of subsis-
tence, depending upon "luck" for a square mesl,
end on thelr blankets for lodging. We saw men
en route for that plnce from every State from
Maine to California. We encountered meny from
the Eestern States, ss well as from Californis
and Nevada; even Idsho Territory is represented
In the list. Teople In the East little know of
the tricks of towns and rallroads, by which
taey get up a "boom”_snd an excitement, as may
sult thelr purpose. 1

So many of these men who rushed to the sres had willingly

tsken jobs at the mines, then paylng three dollers per

dey to underground workers and two dollars to surface

workers. For this pay they worked ten hours a2 day. Such

wages were considered big money in the East. Esstern in~

vestors were astonished when the men became dissatisfied.32
The first unlon of miners in Colorado was formed in

Jsnuary, 1879. It was called the Miners' Cooperstive

Union snd was effiligted with the Knights of Lsbor. In

Mey, 1R80, the union took sction to increase wages s dol-

lar a dasy end to mske eight hours the standsrd day through-
out the camp.33

31G. Thomss Ingham, Digping Gold Among the Rockies, p. 273.
32Gry swold, op. cit., p. 181. |
33vernon H. Jensen, Heritege of Conflict, p. 22.
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The strike which ensued following the mlinerts demand
for & reise begsn In a somewhst spontaneocus manner, for
there was widespread dissatisfaction. In sddition to the
ralse In pay end the eight nour day, the minsrs wanted
the right to select thelr own shift bosses. When workers
of the Chrysclite compsny were refused tneir demands,
they left their jobs. These workers then begsn merchling
to other mines in the disatrict where they were jolined by
the workers in those mines. Soon there wss a group of
more than one thousgnd marching miners.3&

Micheel Mooney, president of the unlon, sssured the
mine menagers that no property would be desmaged becsuse
there was grest fear that the miners wmlight damasge the mine
properties if thelr demands were not met. Of course, there
was some violence when the mineowners iriaé to reopen the
mines with aew workers. Joseph H. buchsnsn, s newspaper
man who supported the strikers, described the situstion
which sxisted,

The menagers employed every avellsble men

who could hendle plck or shovel, hold a drill or

swing a sledge. Sthe strikers used every means

at thelr commend to keep men from golng to work.

« s +The methods employed were not glways diplo=

matic, and sometimes they were a little bit cosrse.

Every day, snd sometimes twice each dey, & "com-

mi ttee,” composed of seversl hundred strikers,

made the rounds of the mines that were working.
On seversl occesions these vislts were marked by

3hGriswold, ope cit., p. 191,
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clashes between strikers and mine gusrds,
uaed but without Tetel remuite.3 | e
:

Seversl fruitless efforts were made to settle the
dispute. On June 10, the strikers offered to comprorise,
but thelr offer was re jected, As tension tightened, mine-
owners fortified thelr property snd threstened to close
down the mines for six montha., Mo settlement seemed in
sight untll Governor Fitkin wes induced to declare »
stete of martisl law in the city. Legders of the strike
were ordered srrested and they could no longer direct the

strike. Thus ended e strike which marked g new ers in

the 1life of the mining camp.

End of an Ers

#any other discoveries of gold and silver were made
after 1880, but they were no longer the pioneering ven-
tures of the two decades followlng the Russell dlscoveries.
Throughout this period, with each new strike, & camp sprang
up. The cemp flourisghed until the ore played out. Then
the venturous miners left the csmp for better diggings.
The cswp dled out and,unless new discoveries were msde, re-
mained a ghost town,

During the mining camp'e brief existence, there wss

the quegi for weaslth, tﬁm quest for plessure, the guest for

%BSJcseph R. Buechanan, The Story of a2 Lsbor Agitator,
Pe 1«4.-
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law and order, and the quest for adventure. Some of the
people who came to the boom towns did find fortune but

they were few. The thousands that made the rushes found
that diseppointment and disaster was just as frequent there
es eny where else. The great masjority of them became
workers. They made up a labor force like none other. In-
dependent men who set out early to strike 1f rich hed a

profound influence upon the history of the West.
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