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S a i m e l hm$wrm Clmmm wm o f S & g l l « h a i d a i a - e l a a s a n d 

I f i f b * n G M t * j r « a # © a b o t h « l d « # u r n p r o u d , 

s @ l f « . 2 ? @ ® f 3 ® e t i a g f r o n t ! ® * f o l k v K w b a f t b e e n m u l l s k v t * 

h o l d e r # i n f l f g U t f * a n f l I f e i i t u o k j r . T h e X a a p t o n s m m M m 

mtmmX g r a a a p & r o i i t s # f h © f a t h e r , J o h a M a r s h a l l C l o a u a s i 

w a s n a m e d a f t e r t h e C l i l e f J u s t i c e o f t f e * & @ $ m m C o u r t o f 
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f a t h a r d £ « 6 i » 180$ w h a n h a w a s o n l y @ © v e ® j , a n d t h a b o y left 

M s # t a p - f a t h a r ' a ham t o I v m m m m 2 £ * * ® m p p & w t t m a t t h » a g o 

o f f e o r t o a n * fflls i n i t i a l s t a p t o w a r d a © a r e o r o f M s o w n 

« s i a p p r o n t l o a s h l p t o t l i # Im* Clsmm a a t t l a d in 

c o l x M b l a * t o s t u d y with m a t t o r n a y a m i G y r u s 
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f i f i c a t a « £ t h a C a t r a t y c o u r t o f A d a i r , t h a t h a i s 
a y o a n g m a n o f h o n e s t y , p r o b i t y * a n d g o o d d a f f l e s a o r f 
a n d i t a p p e n d i n g t o « s t t i p o a a a r i t i o a i © j s u a i a a t l o i i 
a s t o M s l a g a l l « w X s J t a « # t h a t h a i s d u l y p H » 
f i # d f o r t h e - p r s a t i e » « * 
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©a May i y 1823, Saapt&a aad John N* Gl#»as mm 

•arriod i n Adair Coonty* flag Sleamas f a a i l ? » 3 o ft m v t m 

of t o u t toward tb@ front ier , a s i g m l L* ClaMM* th«£r 

f i t t l i eMM f m a tern In F lo r ida t MS.«sourlf ttsa fartbssst 

point of tbafr v»stv«]*d Migration, on ftmabo* 30, 1035* 

tho Clmmm fardly M i awved to Florida 1& tho hopo 

that %lm Salt S imr would b t M i m aaYigablo atroas 9tva&* 

Hug tho Mississippi. I t m i i& Florida that Baa 's father 

enjoyed his f i r s t and only Wy§«» of fortuns*2 l a I837 bo 

w o appointed f i r a t or a board of sixteen mm&sBtomrs 

to tako subscriptions to the capital stock of tho Salt 

Hiwr Jfaidgatioa Coapaiiy». So also beaded m ooiwlssioa of 

aiac asobors to proooto a Florida aad Paris Ftailroad and 
3 

l a ta r boeaa# a trufttoo 1® tho board of Florida AetMp* 

Joba tfersMll Clenotis cm totoiahor 6, lB3?f took tho oath ©f 

offioo m a Jttfig* of the ftoovoo Graft? Court. Mia was tho 

*senith of Ma professional U f a , * and ho kopt tho t i t ] * of 

"JtaSgo" for tho rost of h is Ufa.1* tfaotor atatod that i t 

m i m off ioo of sore pvovtlgo than profi t* 

ffe# panic of 1837 bad serious offoots i a Florida and 

tho neighboring county. Tho Salt Rivor los t i t s proapoets 

of hmmw&mg a navigation o»ntor, fo r railroad swore bad 

t 3 
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raised the r t w r , aaft a Bwocrmti© Congress had turned i f# 
5 

bMiE on the proposed iaprovensats* Clemens deeidsd 

that h® ted i»#e a mistake and should attespt a start 

la Sannlbal, whieh was thirty idles ®#ay o& to MLss£m£9£&* 

1# pirelsasisd a faart«r of at ®lty feloofc l a the t«isii».s# 

section of to 16,39* borrowing tbs maty to a took a 

general store# 

The last ton years of John d*«ensfs l i fe were years 

of extreme jwrortj". At least two mn who had towcwl ®eni»y 

fro® Ma tock tha tetw^f law aa# le f t Ms finances la a 

orlt leal ceajltloiw Jtstrt Twain later aald that I ra Stoat 

rulmd his father. The family ho»e and furniture vers 

auctioned In jwyasat of their debts la 18**2» John M, Clemens 

vas a starsf aststaa* person nli0 iwrfer fross the code 

of a Virginia geatlarau H© fe l t he saist satisfy a l l clalos 

against hi» f even offering th© sllbremare an# furniture to 

ol*ar Ms debts# 2his presaged a sladlar act in Hark Twain* s 
7 

Ufe f i f t y .vears later* 

Cleaens tried to «Mt exposes by practicing lav* Fro« 

August, ISM3** m t t l JtOy, 18^5» b» as read districting 
5 
a . It* Cleaens, ftm tlritliiga a£ laA. jjalttt Definitive 

Edition (37 VoXs»)t OTE7 M T l K r e l m f l w refSrrsd to as Viorks.) 
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jostle* of the peace for M s township* W«crte*» la steady-

ing the- county records, found that he hmM %m$m&%n9 aided 

the court la criminal prosecutions, issued subpoenas* an® 

tmk depositions for meager fees* fin life on tha ftlpalaalmri 

llaxfc Twain said, *Hjr father was a Jus ties of the peace, aad 

I supposed he possessed the power of life and death over all 
i 

aert, and coold hang anybody that offended Ma#** 

An old ui^ated clipping froa the St. Ikmis lemiMioai^ 

m # pasted In a scrap!* ok owned by Sawttel Webster. It d«~ 

itcnim John M, Clewms, Jtistice of the Pea«® of XSannibalf 

as followsf 
a stem, ttnbending man of splendid comaon sense. . . 
tli© antoerat of the little diagy vmm on Bird ®tro«t 
vhere he held his court* * * * its ftsraltaire ooi>» 
slated of a dry*«oods 'box wMck i m l the doab2« 
purpose of a d«NE for the #»%« aad table for tha 
lawyers, thro* or four rod* stools ami « praisifi 
'toeaets for the fupy. And here m const days ̂ a a 
tte «JMg@ ollafiod opes* M s three-legged stool* 
rapped on the boa: with M s knuckles euad domamed 
'Silence in tbt court* it w fully expected that 
alienee would r^lgu supreme.® 

In the spring of J#h6 Judge Claaens was host to a 

group of business sen who vero interested in building a 

railroad froa Hanoiti&l to St. Joseph. As chairman, of tl» 

elt&ccms* cosraitte© in Hoveaber of that year fc# published 

a report advocating the construction of a *s»teii«ed road 

8 
¥ortcat m t 35. 
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from Hannibal to St* Josffpli» He also worked on getting a 

2S*©J#4Sted Iftwoaio eottege for the state of HtaNrarl loeattd 
1© 

la Hannibal, 1b. addition te mil of these other civic dutieaf 

Jtibn €3.«sfia ims preaident of the Hunlbal t&tungf Institute* 

the Hannibal Ga&ette anriougeeti M a aa&df&tacy for (XLeite 

of Mi# Circuit Court on Ttoveaber % 19»6« Cleisess is alleged 

te have Old Hickory, but in politic* be vas a flna 
11 

Henry Clay Vhi$, feeflttlng M s Federalist m m * ftw §aMiM T 

a Deinocratie paper, praised CImsms for M s "public spirit* 
N. 

and his *high sense cf .tuatlm and mmX rootlt\sde«w Both 

parties endorsed 3dtt» and tt» %̂ tigs wit ttrg®# not to te# too 

partisan in their campaign in order net to alienate the 

Ztoaocrata ̂ ho also planned to e«*»port CleawtMU 

Marfc Twain wrote in M a tatobfogWHajhy that hia father 

died from over-exposure after M s return on horseback fro® 

a trip to Palmyra to take the oath of offlce**'^Wecter statea 

that John tf, CM» a s died of pnenaoaia on March 3&f U&7f at 
n 

leaet four aonths "before tha election vaa to fa&® place* 

His laat raquast waa to tirge M s faaily to cling to the 

Tennessee land. Sanuel Clemm*s father waa trerled m 

Ma&ob 25, 3/^7f in the old Baptist Ceaetery on a hill abo«t 
10 11 
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& sdlG and m half north of ths with M s family, 

friends* ami sealers of the Xftlwary last!tut# present* 

The biographical facts show that J&rfe ?wain#« father 

m s a wry conscientious mbllc officer and ® 

dtlsan, The pattern of his father1* integrity was in iwdb 

contrast to the actual political practices of his <Say that 

it m#<® Ifetfe Twain a cyr&e. Although John Cl«eris and 

Orion wfe perfect eacasplss of honesty a* public servants t 

both -were complete financial failures# At heart Mark Twain 

wis i moralist ami a refowesfj btti many of his biographer# 

liaw said that he did net reveal M s innermost thoughts 1b 

M s published \orfes. As he ?sw elder 5 !» vrote In M s 

notobcclc and letters more and Here bitterly about tho shaa* 

and hypocrisies of M s century* 

H&xft Tv&ln always fait a certain constraint for his 

father's sjeaory, because of M s suffering aa£ hasslliation 

QV«T t>wlr extreme poverty, but he ade&rad his father*a TO-

bending intagrity in financial »tt«rs. Twain was early 

Impressed with hi* father's recognition of aoral obligatlm* 

The code of honor of Judge Cleiaene must have renjained In 

Marie's sines and renfcled In his conscience, ai avidenced by 

of It In frnflfla^ihead v.ilaon* 

la Missouri a reeognlsad suparlority attached to 
any person «feo hailed fro© Old Virginia; ana this 

l*t 
P. 118, 



\mB «acalte£ to a supremacy *?hen a persm 
of nmh nativity mmM aim pro** descent frosta the 

ft# 

l a tbalr eyes i t wis a aofeUlty# I t bad i t# im* 
written laws, and tfcey vera as clearly defined ma3 m 
s t r i c t a* mm tlwt m i d be ttpmA mmmg t$w printed 
statutes of the laftd* 

Honor stood f i r s t s and t&e laws defined iftiat I t 
was and wherein I t differed in certain deta i ls froae 
1mm mi m&tom of ton* of th@ sdmr divisions of 
tlit £]j»be that Mi got crcwded ©tit vtaen the snored 
boundaries of Virginia nmm staked cwt« 15 

Marie. Twain's personal introduction to pol i t ics east® i a 

ftevada corruption iM pol i t ical in t r tgw vere ra&past* 

Later, as a reporter l a San Francisco and l a i&sfeLfigtont he 

ridiculed tba antios of professional polltloans- Twain took 

an «ettv@ Interest l a national a f f a i r s daring the twenty years 

tliat Ms bom was l a Hartford* 3her>@ ar© maserotts r^#r«M5@»' 

to pol i t ics in Mt writing* tfeis tbesls 1# Intended to 

develop several biases of his «var*<5hanglng pol i t ica l ballots* 

2L 
i&cku 101. 



CifAPfEB XI 

r-ou^icB i i :mim 

The trip of Si® and Orion Ctmmm to ffevmda by stage* 

coaoh la 1861 has been tboreugfely described in RtmfMair It* 

Orion Cleaans had campaigned for Jjincoln and consequently, 

had received his appointaent as Secretary of the Territory 

of Nevada through the help of his friend Judge Be tee of St. 

Louis who vas the nev At torney-0erveral# San had agreed to 

furnish the aoney for the fares, in return for a position 

m Orion's private secretary# 

When the brothers arrived in Carson City, they found a 

rooo at Murphy's boardinghouse with the aea&ers of 

Irish Brigadet 

It w m a Jolly eoapany* lb* fourteen* tt»y ww 
principally voluntary ca^p-follo-crs of the Governor, 
ifho had joined his retinae by their own eleotlon at 

and offices they could not rake their condition aore 
precarious than i t was, aui sight reasonably ®asj»ct 
to sake it better# They were popularly t m m as the 
'Irish Brigade,1 though there were only foiir m five 
Irishmen ajcoag all the Governor's retainers. His 
good«natnre6 SSEeaUeaey was- wa»h annoyed at the eossip 
his hendluam created—especially when there ai-ose a 
ruaor thiit they were paid assassins of Ms, brought 
along nuietly to reduce the Democratic vote when 
desirable#3' 

1 
tforfeaf III, 150. 
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Th» Governor fesil tc employment for these mm tssfcil 

the legislature could mmt# Be first Instructed theia to stay** 

v&f a railroad from Careon City *&stuiofd, trot rememberlrie . 

the Sierra /Nevada Meanitains, lie reversed the direction of the 

road, proT3lsirip# "When the legislature meets9 I will herre tfifli 
.2 

necessary Mil tossed and the peanneratlca arranged^ The 

surveying crew vros turned loose ta the desert until they ad-

vanced so far that they finally h«d to set up ca»p in the 

field. fhB query was iaa£«, *fknr far eastward?* The norcrnor 

wired bacJ. t "To the Atlantic Ocean, blast ycut MS then 
3 

teMgc It nnd fjo ont* 

•jyo did not get rid of his retainers, heweverj iaost of 

them stayed In carson City tmtll after the legislature »f * 

Bon* of the "earpetbegsô s* offices5 sosje became ®lner«| 

and others went on to California or return**! hotae,. Front the 

time that he arrived in Tfevatfa in £urust, IC61, until r-e-

cemfcer of that year, San Cleans mis a raeabe-r of tfa» 

Brigade• 

The territorial legislature set on October l t 1B61, and 

Sam helped Orion arrange a raeetins-place <Curry*s Mara 

Springs Hotel) tire miles froe the city* The hall was doaftt«Af 

but Or?.on had to boy som canvas to separate the room Into 

2 3 
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•acting-place3 for the two houses# Although Or!en had saved 

the rental fee, th« price of the cloth was doductad from hi® 

Hark 'Twain's mother had written a f te r this incident, n I t 

lcoks like a aas can#t held office ai&I be homsrt** 5aa re-

plied as follo.'fli 

Why certainly not* Madais, A nan ean f t held public of -
f i ce and be ncnest* Lord bless ybus i t i s common p?s#» 
tie© v/ith Orion to go about tovm ataaling l i t t l e t^ljjgs 
that happen to h® lying around loose* And! 1 don't 
x^siember having heart! Ms apeak the truth since ve have 
?»«» in Jtevada. He «v«n t r ies to prevail on a& to 
these things* Ka, trat I * wasn't brought up that vay, yo 
Knew. tm mmm the p»l»Xie what vtm could #0 in that 
lino v*>.cm yon raised ®e, Madaau BuTTThen ye® wmht t< 
have raised IM first, so that Orion could haw had U» 
benefit of nty esataple. T-o you knov that he stole all 
the stamps out of an eight-stamp quarts a i l l one night, 
and brought tJiei* harao ujv3er Ms over-coat and hid them 
In the %mk rmmf ** 

Also in leuAiag Jjt Hark Twain referred several tines 

to the fact that Orion saved noney for the govemaent Just 

to have it subtracted froa Ms salary* there m m the in-

cidents of trouble over the oost of printing ,the voucher* 

for getting t l» voed amm&f and tb* offioe rent# 

the next tlae that ¥#>cd had to h© sowed for heating 

the legislative hall, 8a© took charge of the contract, es» 

ployed the taoe Indian, and taught hi» to aske a cross* When 

the worfc was finished and a voucher made, the Indian affisted 

«t that '•looked life® it M i teen Tronic a year#" 
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procedure vas witnessed % f aia, aad the vouc&er w«it tfcrough 

ti«qi»stlose^*- He ccmsasejitc-d upon his own aad Orion*s LaMtss 

Or%&m kept Ms off ice in his badrooa and charged-' 
«fe* United States a© rent, Mm ' 
provided for that' i l ea , «oS tie could have justly ta&en 
advantage of It (a t hi rig vhlch 1 wott2d l a w done vltk -
uere than HLghtr&nz promptness If 1 had been Secrotax? . 
aqrself), But the United States never applauded this 
devotion* Indeed* 1 thinl: my eotmtry was asfcaaed to 
have 3- improvident a person i s I t s employ, 6 

Am for htmmlSt Sea said , *Tbe government of ay country 

snsubs honest slnpli«ity f Wt fondle# apt la t i c vi l lainy, am! 

I thlitie I Right have developed Into a very capable plck~ 

pocket If I had remained In the public service a year or • 
7 

two, " 

Twain never received a ceat In actual salary for Ms 

assistance to Orion, but he got a great deal of experience 

and knowledge of the politicians, their conceit sad ehl» 

eanery, tgetlsm sad incompetency. 'fhe bxeaorous articles 

that he wrote about these pol i t ical "big-shots* helped to 

obtain for hl» his f i r s t job as a reporter on the y«rri-
8 

i a s U l l a l s m i m * All the t i » that he va* In Brimim la® 

was interested la territorial polit ics and enjoyed report** 

ing the meetings of the Jfevada legislature and the f i r s t • 

State Constitutional Convention* He watched the rise of 

6 7 
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the new goveraaent is the territory with all its lnps?fett£iei)«v 

and said* is something soliswly funny about the strag-

gles of a aev~bora territorial goveraaent to get a start in 
f 

this world#* The people of the territory resented having 

outsiders interfere in their go*erna»nt and wanted to vosfc 

set their own prottleas of government, Masfe twain 

*The people v»*» glad to have a legitimately constituted 

goveri3asntt but did not particularly enjoy having strangers 

tmm distant states pit ia authority over the*-** sentiment 
m 

that was natural enough*w 

After Mark's attempts at asking a fortune in mining 

proved unsuccessful) he accepted a position as local re-

porter for the territorial BBftarnrige under Joe $ood&e&* 

£&f* in Virginia City wait %/tM ant! rou£h$ Borders occurred 

daily, aacl it was Mark Twain*a duty to write about these 

arioes of violence* Much of the Material for Roughing }& 

was taken froa the crise conditions on the Coostock* H& 

particularly abhorred the jury system, because it wis 

haapered with so naay useless formalities* twin beMevei 

the usual custom of selecting a Jury mm a waste of tlaey 

energy* and expense* The furors had to swear that toff tea 

sot read about, discussed, or Corned any opinions regarding 

the case to fee tried* The result was that usually m group 

of uneducated f unthinking mn mm&& m tlm J«ryf for any 
9Work?T HI, 177.

 1 0 I W * » P« 176, 
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one mlm wa# automatically disqualified* She author stated 

that i*fs<3 Alfred the Great teesitj hm conditions vovild ©hangs -

i s ttos xHiMit«onth century t bn wmild never haw indented tradb 

m system, fear " i t had become the aost In fa l l ib le ag©i»y fo r 
XL 

defeating Jwstie© that httnan wigdcm could coatrive*" "Tte 
1 2 -: 

J W systm excludes honest em* «aS men of brains." "fhe '• 

JtUT ujf&Um pat# a ban upon in t eHi fenw wb& $m& 

m pma t® upon ignorance, stupidity, and perjury** 

Host of tb© territorial J«®w had very l i t t l e tewl* 

edg* of legal nat ters ; how<rvwrf they were often reipired to 

rule upon eases involving millions of dollars* Utay of the® 

mm "carpetbaggers* appointed fey Mttcola a t ei^t®©a-ta»df«§ 

dollars a year, and they war© highly susceptible to bribery* 

U» lawyer® can® in fo r son© of the g r a f t , too* fo r toy 

drev ©iwMtant fee* frost the g^Lsiisg cosptni^s* Clt i s r e -

ported that B i l l Stewart was a ailliora&re %Jfee» he l e f t 
Xb 

Ifevada f o r uaahlxistoxw} flier® i s also fcdatoxloaX dtetuai 

to the effect that the verdicts of J n r t « « » purchased and 

troublesorae witnesses ki l led or spiri ted crot of the t e r r i» 

tory* Thm greatest trouble that "to lawyers fcad with tl® 

Judges vas gettine then paid off before a higher bid was 

accepted. Judges even eent out brokers wH» demanded a 
Xi I f 

VforkflT IT, 55-56* Xbid«T p. 56. 

13 1% 
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specific price for # favorable decision, tMs sonetiaea ma** 
1$ 

ning m high as tea to twenty-five thousand dollars* 

Is there any woo&Kr that Mark Twain state# that out of 

the two to thro® hundred persons who had been oordoved in 

Btevada, only two woNflerers-had gtiffer®# the death penalty? 

He adds, **m * * four or five who had no money and no political 

iriflwae# have been punished by icipei sorwent—one langulil*ttt 

in prison as «och as eight aonths, I think. However, I do' 
16 

not desire to be extravagant—-It may have been leas** 

Sam wrote lightly about tha activities of desperadoes la 

•Virginia City, but he wag «$p«rlea£lng a growth, of resent-
aent against the injustice of certain aspects of the social 

17 
i# Sam Clesens delighted in laabastiag souse politician 

or sznaH«toim office-holder or exposing aoae aisoarrlage of 

Jti- tic# that he thought needed correcting. Bollin M* $agg«tt, 

a forceful writer, taught e lessens aany valuable lessons in 

the job of fighting corruption in high places with the 

printword* *Tt» Fte trifled Kan," pubUshctd in the Enter-

prise on October 12, 1362, is an example of Saa's ridiculo* 

lie cho^e Judge G. ?« Sowall, Justice of the Poaca and ex~ 

officio Coroner, as his object of satire, and after the 

X3EG15L*§ P* 191* Morses* I?, 67* 

17 
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Sketch bad been widely printed la California, and finally 

even as far away as tonclon, he a<3<1©d insult to Injury by 

marking every copy of tJas story '•with a proalnent belt of 
18 

ink" and sending it to the Judge. 

Late in 1862 3am suggested to Joseph Goodman that lie be 

permitted to report the cotsfug proceedings of th© Territorial 

legislator* at Carson City, Although Cleaan# vas untrained 

in parliamentary procedure, Goodsan consented for he hsmm 

that Aether Closera got the reports right or not. he would 
If 

at least make thea readable# The reporter's Job bad for-

merly been held by William Gillespie who had advanced to 

clerk of the house. He coached Ifeurk Twain on legislative 

and parliamentary Batters, while Jack Siaaaons, Speaker of 

the House, and Billy Clagget, the Ifwboldt delegate, were 

M s special cronies and kept him inforaed about the politi-

cal intrigues. 

Clemens•s articles ver* not all on the passage, dis-

cussion, or defeat of bills. The members ea» in for thei* 

share of burlesque. After the delegates fro» Washoe City had 

been particularly active during one session* Saa decided 

to polish thea off vith a little badinage in the form of an 
. IUFCIMB^.WPR,- . .» INWRMI I . WNIWW «N< L N W F C W N I I U I . . - * I > I . N W I I I I » F . .W. > « Î T I M W I IHJWWW IPUL • W I ^ J IU • W R J I W W N ^ I I * 
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art icle entitled «A Big Thin# la Washoe City** or *The Grand 
M 

Bnll drivers* Convention** For e » p 1 % mm delegates? at 

the convention is described m follow®t 

The Hon, ̂ Toha K* Lovejoy uroise la his plae# m i 
mew ftts horn# He »d@ honorable mention of the Legis-
lature am! the Cennlttee cm Internal Improvements. 8t 
told how f te fotmtalns of t h t l r gm*t d#ap were hmkm 
tip, and they rained forty days and forty nights, aaft 
brought on a flood of toll road* mm the whate laocU 
Be explained to ISmnr that the lore tell reain ttwre 
were* the aore competition there vmtid bef unci the gĵ  
roads wonld b© good, and tolls moderate In eonsetmen#®* 

The activities of the gronp ere fcttrlesqued, and in eoficln#"* 

ing, Mnfe etates that I t was a convivial oeeasion, Hs saldt 

. . « $hen I wmt to bed thla nans!lag# Mr. fcovejoy 
arrayed la fiery red alfht clothes, was daneing the 
war daaea of M# tribe (be la President of the P*iute 
Association} around « spittoon and colonel Howard, 
dressed in a einilar aanner. wast trying to convince 
MM that he was m fcanbtag* A suspicion crossed ap 
mind that they were partially intoxicated, tat . I cou3d 
not be sure about it ©a account of everything appear* 
t a g to tnra arowad so. I left Washoe City this worn-
lag at atae oclock, fully f»r«t»ded that 1 wmld like— 
tc go back there again when the next convention meets#'"* 

Sot sany of these early letters written about Nm£**9 • 

politicians are now extant# ^ I 

*my of ttw i r t l c V ) In the En^miHg «W® <*»pie<J and | 

w5.dely quoted in other papers* S w Clemens was bnlldlng a 

reputation, and on Pebrnary 2, 1863, he first signed a 

20 
op». cit» f p» 22**» 
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Caraon dispatch with the pseudonym "Mask Ywain»* Ms?k*s 

i/jLluence grew rapidly in the year 1863, and as he vrote 

al»ou. the ssi?ii§ of each lav passed * the moabcrs of the 

legislature began, to fear the ridicule at which he was be-

coming adept* v/ben fee leaPiieu the way to get tfeiags done 

la the legislature t I*m pat M s ir»f lueiice to good advantage 

for Orica*. lie wrote later of the influence h© enjoyed s -

Orion ¥ss soon very popular with the aeabers of . 
the legislature, because they femsd that whereas ttnty 
couldn't fcsually trust each other* aor anybody elaot 
they could trmat hi®.* ife- easily l » M the belt £0* 
honesty ia that eowitryf but it dtdaH do M » any 
good la a pecuniary way* because he h»® a® _ talent for 
either pc«F*adiag or scar' ng legislators* But I vaa 
differently situate* I was there «*e*y day im the 
legislature to distribute com%^Jtsmnt and censure with 
evenly balanced jostle* assd spread the mm half 
a page of the Enterprise every Mornings consequently 
I was SB influence* 23 

tinder low the Secretary of Stat® had been required 

to record nil aini&g*corporation and toll-rosi fi*sn©Ma@sf 

and for tin is work im received a recording fee. Mark helped 

to set an mmMmnt to the law providing that every corpora-

tion doing feuslaess ia ifeirada swst record it* charter to full 

In a record to be kept by the Secretary# the Bate- of forty 

cents a folio fear one hundred words and five dollar* fc«p 

famishing a certificate of each record was charged, and the 

Secretary was allowed to keep the fee** Orion*a reouneretions 

from this source were a# high as one thousand dollars a nonth 

la gold*' 

^ o r t a . xatvii, 307-308. JM&., p. 308 



There ar© several htv^rtmai rsfersmees to tt?.© Tfevad*. 

l eg i s la to r s in raoaicliiae I t? th;vxs of the test known ones 

are on eoonoay, ^xj^si^ifrttres, and t'm granting of 

!2®ai» «ai<3, 

Nevada leg i s la to rs levied taxes to tlic aiaount of 
tMf^T or fo r ty thousand dol la rs and obeyed esjiendi-
tures to thy extent of about a hIXXJUm# Yet they had 
l i t t l e periodical explosions of ©eonosy MM a l l other 
lMMfi.es of the kind* A isember propose*! to eavo throe 
dol lars a day to the nation 1qt~ dispensing « l t h the Chap* 
l a in . And yet that shor t s igh ted man needed the Chap-
la in more than any other member* pathapSf f o r he 
reneral ly sat v i th his fee t on h l r d#^k9 eatfug raw 
turnips during the Homing p»yer» 7 

On the subject of expenditures, he ridiculed the groupt 

They had got to rais ing puapklns and potato®# In 
-.;*shoo Valley, and of course one of the f i r s t achieve-* 
aents of the l eg i s l a tu re was to I n s t i t u t e a t®n*»'fh©«sa»fi# 
dol lar agr icul tura l f a i r to sties? off fo r ty dollars* worth 
of those pfflffclils i n — 4 w w w , the tarrltoFlalJLegis** 
la tnre vas usually spoken of as the •asylum, * 

Again on tfc© granting of tol l - road franchises , l&ra& Twain 

pokes fun a t the legis la tures 

The leg is la ture sa t s ix ty days, ami passed privata 
tol l - road franchises a l l the time. When adjourned—every 
c i t l s c n ovnnd about three franchises—* i1 uaa believed 
that unless ©oaigress gave the t e r r i t o r y another degree? 
of longitude there would not bo room enough to aococrao-
date tlMi tol l-roads* The ends of them war* hanging 

• over the boundary lint? everywhere l ike a f r inge . 4 27 

Po l i t i ca l influence in the Terri tory i s explained by the author* 

A saloon-keeper held a glade higher rank than any other mo to r 

,, in, 181-182. ~ Bate* IVf 113* 

^vogscs. i n , 



of society; Ms eptnlcn hr.d weight* «Tt vas Ms privilee® 

to car bo*/ elections should fro* * » * It %?a# a hifh fawr 

vi'-cn tbe ctdff ssloonHkcc'p&r consented to ssyw In th«* legist** 
28 

lature or the board of al-dtensen*® 

After ht&mlw, v?ell versed In legislative matters* Metxfe 

Twain observed wrr closely the «ctlTitl«s of th« legislature, 

Uhen a t*a<S law T*as j t ' i w . maters few ther** vmild be 

adverse miblicity, for Mark always mssb̂ d to print his #»-

nunc!otIon• In his article -̂reat Prise *if>ht" Twain 

satirized tho politialarts of California an£ i*wada» tti© two 

contestants In the fight, according to the sfc<stch, w » 

Governor Lcland Stanford, Governor of California, and the 

Honorable. f» P* Low, Governor-elect of California* fltetbeat 

Field, Supreme Court Jtistico of California, was Lw«s sieeoni# 

and the Honorable Willis® M. Stewart (corsaonly called Bully-

ragrlng Bill Stewart), the oost popular and distinguish 

lawyer in Hernia, served on the part of (Sovermr Stanford, 

Another of Ms articles, "The Erapiro City Maseaere** 

vas written tr satirize the? owner of the Magnolia Saloon in 

Carson City. Twain altso isade A» 0. Gasheri©5 the Pherlf f of 

Cmsby, an object of ridicule, and bitterly attacked the San 

Franeiseo pspsrsMerit bl&sicd the paper# fw kwpinf silok 

&» IV t 55* Benson, Sfru&l** P* 102* 
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ft&mt the Spring Tailed Water Co&ptovr*8 barreling mmy 

cooking ctlvldrnAft* The story v«*s ptitiSlettwd i n the J§h$j 

on October 2'?̂  1863* am? canoed a g*eat #eal of trortfele %eas?s®# 

I t vas sot pccognized as c i:oax* Set® of the California taper® 

da&anded Jlar&'a s*G3ig?mtion, or they would not ©not® anotbe? 

line fTfant the forte;raBigft« The chief at tad* had t»een on the 

Hs(Sotfcins) had been a teaw o«n»v iti the test tOm 
Virginia and Goifi ltt. l l , Imt when the Sun 
mitern exsosed the g®»e of ooofeisi! dividends i n order 
to" bolster tip stocks, h© grew afraid ana sold ®w% 
and invested to an iraseiia® mmvmt l a Spring Valley *fct«r 
Company of San Francisco. He was advised to do thia by 
a relative of Ms* one of the editors of the San !*raft» 
Cisco fittllatin.. who had suffered pecuniarily by the 
divi^crid ccokir^ system as iroplt^d to the Raney Mining 
Coamay, • • • I t is preatraed that this oiafortun© 
drove hla.aad and resulted in his k i l l ing his faisi ly#-5* 

Sdlto? Goodman tested "%rk twain, who for tin® mmt of , 

Ms stay In the Vest struck <rat boldly and f iercely when Im 

wanted to take a atand for hncian justice* 

There :;;as only one pol i t ical party of any con»«menc* in 

tfevada In 1863$ that vrs the Onion party, Two factions aroae 

within the party, erasing; h i t ter fetsite to develop in Virginia 

City. The fight cula&natea in m editorial r ivalry betweaa 
33 

Ton? Pitch of the ttaiaa em? $tm Ocodattit of the BOdteEEBElll* 

Fitch had prevlonely walked out of a party laeotlng, and aa 

ruotod I n Kackf jsb*J£U«i P* 270• 

,'#f I** tifc 2?3t* 
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u r e s u l t , %ms 'oarrec frtv. i t i e convention# v* became ve ry 

abusive i n M s e d i t o r i a l s , w h i l e S i l l Stewart a M Sandy 

Bsldvln expressed Urn opposing views in tte foglfeafoX £»-

t&r tar iaa* f i t c h chal lenged Ocodnen t o a feci and was c r i p -

plfctl, f o r l i f e vfcan Goodnan stuefc Mss i n tfce l e g * 

The Goednan f a c t i o n o f tho t ih ion p a r t y gent delegates 

t o the Const! fcuttoniil Ccrr /ent icn i n C a r s m C i t y on October 

2s6| IC63* Ksrl: t v s i n went along to r-eperfc t&e proceedings, 

a j c l i which &e d i d -very c a r e f u l l y * commenting on tfte d i s -

cuss i ami 3.t&i the sseastires adopted* E l s op in ions had bogttn 

t o c a r r y v a i g l t , f o r the p o l i t i c i a n s eager l y sought h i s 

fr icrK<sl i i | i# tfr.naen s ta tes t h a t , ®T!c hsu developed a c e r t a i n 

r ep ress i on i n h i s a r t i c l e s } ! « v&a fcsperiencini: f op the f i r s t 

t i e * the e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f s o c i a l n a i i r ^ j be %mn prepared t o 

develop the aev v e i n he h&*1 d l seovered i n M s nareon C i t y 
3b 

press pee t i n g #f? 

Taxat ion uns t t o c o n t r o v e r s i a l i ssue a t the Cofrrc-ntloii-, 

f o r there ve**» few i n d u s t r i e s i n the T e r r i t o r y * 3x- fcurden 

o f t a x a t i o n f o r statehood had f a l l e n on the minesf t h e r e f o r * , 

B i l l S tewar t , l a g & l counsel f o r the l a r g e s t oitse# on the t e d * 

and a ise&ber o f the conven t ion , t r i c i t o have th® t a r c lauses 

aisemied, but lift was i s m i c e e s s f u l * «'hen tbe C o n s t i t u t i o n was 

submi t ted t o tfc# peop le , Stewart and Sandy Baldwin t o w e d 

31* 
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tscvitovy aaS lielped to overwhelmingly MT«at i t » ^ 

two pmwaMk Mark fwsfa with a two fmMm4 4olXar 

goM watoh l a «n effort to obtain immmhlm publicity l a the 

iao»t pcw©i*fti3. pol i t ica l organ in the Territory, the JBsftttt" 

firala Mcl this to saf About -fee oonvgntioii in 'Mm&Mjm 

A ooavtntion h«4 fraaad & *t»tt nlm mn 
out of t*a waatod an offices 1 tell«ve6 these gontM-
mm mvM * tveat ' the momymm maA Wm ImeponslfcXe 
among the population into adopting Hie eoastittitioa aat 
thus wl£*n£gh M E I ^ the country ( i t could not wt l i 
eewry Mich a' load m a atate geverntte&t sine# i t had 
nothing to tax that ecmld stand m tax)* * • «od i t &M 
s«©« as If nobofly vas t i e r going to tfaiiie of the slap!# 
•ttXvttlm of i s f l lo t i ag a money penalty on 

fb« woffe of tli# Coastittitioml €o®refitIeii w ©osaftJ&ted 

at « l i f t a o'olock ©a tit# night of Decettber 13* A Third Boom 

Of tarXesqnt meeting was organised i j ^ d i s t e l y , and ftaie Tmin 

m wmnlmmslj cleeted "Governor of the third 1ms©«8 the 

proceeding is were hilarious* espeelaHy f the way in which Ifcsk 

mi# j rol laamtavr rolinga. After having tiiorotigiily ridiculed 

the ma^mm of th® Firs t House* Q&mvmr Mark Twain adjourned 

tli© Ibird House with this ®Mmm$ 

Qenthmmm Your proceedings Mir® been exactly similar 
to those of the Coxsventloit wMeh jxreeeded yon* Im. 
imm m i a mh$mt «M#h yoa knew nothing atettti 
spoken on m e r j mb$®mt but the one before the House f and 

ek» £&•« p* 2?d, ~ ttttfeit 3^t 313* 
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voted, without knowing what ym mam voting for* or 
feairiisg any ii@a what voold 11® the %»mmt result at 
y « r action* I triLll atfjowni tte Convention for am 
hour, cm accciiat of my cold, to ttie M i that 1 may 
apply tim mm$y praserlbeti for I t tar Br. A* * • TJadar 
—the &®m boiiig gin and anSa***** B® Chief Pag® 1# 
Iwvafty InttrucM to p f l l i a -spoonful of molasses* 
aaS a gallon of gin for tba mi# of the President* 37 

%-aifi again reported the legislate'© of l$9t» During 

IMs MMion ft law wait passed restricting til® nsatter of 

aotari®® whom Qmmmm ftps cmM appoint* ftay people had 

sought appointments, because the position wm Itxcratiro* In. 

« sfcastob *"e«i»3*Mmlfi§ ^tarles,* written oarly in 3.86%, Hflk 

ribbed the legislature ms the applicant# fm notarial ap-

pointments* The dcetagi m i »priated in tha ftaldaa Era on 

F«1tow 28} I60t» along with a reference to Hole twain m 

the %ild huaorist of ttee Sag© Ifetssh MUm* vim- m*itins- fro® 

Carson City •"tolling a l l about the Jegimlatttref Governor %% 

and the rest of smsteiiDS at Capital.* Ife says* 

A strange, Strang# tMag oecwrotf. Iwx1* yesterday f *° 
wit» 

A MAW JkPFKXSD FOR A IfOff AST'S CCMtSSSZOH* 

Think of it# Fonder over it# I t «aat«# a notarial 
conndsslo3i<—h0 said so fclaself* 8® was froa Storey 
County* & brought M i l i t t le petition aioag with 
him. rn brought i t m two stages* I t is volualnous* 
Tim County terwyor is chaining i t off* Vh&aa shift# 
of clerks Td.ll be employed »i«tit and cay ©a i t , d#» 

" ' " " their gemtlmmm* 
woonf me people 

37 f 
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o f s t r o n g min ing p r o c l i v i t i e s a t «ue« cooaenoed l oca t * * 
l a g e laHns o a i t * We a r # t o e l a t e , yp» te# But a e » 
th t t y say t h e e x t e n s i o n s age l a s t as good as tfe® o r i g i n a l * 
I b e l i e v e y o t u 38 

l a t b a course o f t h e a r f i o l a Marie s t a t e s t h a t t h e r e m m 

a l r e a d y seventeen^hundred m& fo r t y *» two a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

n o t a r y s h i p s a t f i l e l a t h e g @ » i w , t o f f l o e * H i t h e n r u n s 

i n t o i m n d paop&a p e t i t i o n s 1A10 mfe f o r M s h e l p 

t h r o u g h M s i n f l u e n c e w i t h t he gove rno r * E v e n t u a l l y , M 

f i n d s h i m s e l f i a a s a l o o n "upon « M i l o r d t a b l e i a a t o r p i d 

w M i t i m t 1 1 ' w i t h a s t r a n g e r *&wj has a m x n t h a t he 4 m s n o t 

want a n o t a r y s h i p * 

. . « e t l a s t ap e x i l e vase u p and m u t t e r e d I n a 
s e p u l c h r a l w l « i * 1 f e e l i t — O heavens# I f e e l I t 
i n m v e i n s ! * *Mw% w h a t * * says 1 * a l a m s d * »X f e e l 
I t — 0 s a i n t e d a e t h e r * I f e e l — . f e e l — a h&nfcer lng t o 
fee a n o t a r y F u f e l l e l * And he t « m down s e v e r a l ya rd# 
o f v a l l - p a w r , and f e l l t o w r i t i n g a p e t i t i o n o n i t . 
Poor d e v i l — h e bad g o t i t a t l a s t , and g o t i t bad* 
I nas m%m4 w i t h t h e f a t a l d i s t e o p e ? & mmnt « f t e * ~ 
ward* I w r o t e a p e t i t i o n w i t h f r a n t i c h a s t e * a p -
pended a copy o f the D i r e c t o r y o f t h e Hevada T e r r l - • 
t o r y t o i t ) and we f l e d down t h e d e s e r t e d e t r e e t e t o 
t h e Governor*a o f f i c e * 

Bu t 1 a n a t d rew t h e c u r t a i n upca these h a r r o w i n g 
s c e n e s - - t h e v e r y uemory of t h e n scorches a y ferula* 4 % 
t h i s l e g i s l a t u r e has w m h t o answer f o r - i n c a t t i n g #©«t 
t he nuafcer o f n o t a r i e s P u b l i c i n t h i a T e r r i t o r y * w i t h 
t h e i r i n t e r n a l m m l a w . 39 

Ut i le Twain l e f t S tvada h e f e r # t he Second C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

C o n v e n t i o n m t i n J u l y o f 1861*. The new c o n s t i t u t i o n w s 

fxwaed i n l e a s t h a n t h r e e weeks and w i s « fe rwbe3» la ig l y 

38 
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adopted, m October 31, l86*f» President lincoln prodftiwtf 

li©i?ada a stat#* Governor Bye and Mil Stewart he owe the 

first United Statee Se&ators while Sandy BaMwis t*eu» 

Nevada's United states Distriet Judge. fh#» wnm cwtfil 

candidates for alaost « H of the state offices, tmt Orion 

C l m m m felt that h# was Mr® of the post of Bmmlmef 

State* However, on the day that the Republican party con-

vention net to naae its candidates, Orion was seised with 

"one of his spasms of virtue" and absolutely mfxwt& to g® 

mar the convention* From the follows lai& 

Twain's description of his brother's actions* 

It had hmn M s bsMt for a p m t sway to et»B§e 
M s religion with M s shirt, and M s ideas afeoat 
temperas©# at the B&mm tine# H© ¥OisM lb® ft teetotaler 
for a whtU m & the {fcaap&ea ©f t*» cms#? then h® 
vould changa to the other side for a time* On nooina** 
tion day he suddenly changed fro® a friendly attitude 
toward wMBk@r~**wl2ich vm the popular attitude—to uk» 
compromising teetotalisau and neat absolutely dry. His 
friends besought and implored, but all in vain# Be 
m v M m % to® pewfttadei to cross the threshold of a 
saloon* ?ho paper iwxt somin^ contained lis of 
chosen His nsae was not la it. Be had not 
received a -tot®#- to? 

With Hark in San Francisco and Orion out of his Influ-

ential position in the Territory* **>• prestige of £b* € lumens 
**1 

faaiily in Jtevada declined* 

to) 
isifei. XXXYII, 318. 
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Karfc Twain had an opportunity to learn about the ln» 

tricacies of goveraaent while Is© was Is Nevada« Firstf when 

he had helped Orion in getting the territorial government 

act upf he noticed that Washing ton did net ae#$ to appreciate 

honesty and integrity in its public officials* • Jin ?Qre and 

Bill Stewart* professional politicians* profited fr©« their 

positions auoh sore than Orion did from hia« Later, aa a 

reporter for the state legislature and for lb® state con-

stitutional convention, Karfc had discovered the political i»« 

trigues of the legislators through the assistance of his 

ft 

On the frontier Mark Twain observed the inadequacy of 

the Jwj system, the jaistreataent of the Gblnea** the cor-

ruption of public officials} particularly the judiciary, and 

ims aaved to ridicule thate evils • .Be ¥*«©t© hxaaoroualy about 

the political figures lashed out at all the injustice# 

which he saw while la the West* His style of writing ia» 

proved | he learned to tone down the tetrtetqp* and to sharpen 

his satire* As a successful journalist, he began to build « 

reputation under the psetadoâ s of "Hark fwat»«® 



eMFfia i n 

P0UTIC3 AND THE GUJDED M l 

Itfiile ha was on the flmkgg Pi ty tour , m l e t t e r eaa» 

to Mark Twain offer ing M» a post as private secret&ry i n 

Washingtont £« CM f a r Senator Stewart of 3ovada„ Be km* 

the job would give M s a chance to st&lntaln hia newspaper 

connections i n the guiae of a Washing ton correspondent 9 

and that aay be why Gtewart a&de tha o f f e r , A popular cor-

respondent with f r e e entry into leading newspapers off the 
I 

Wast wculci probably be use fu l to tha Senator* In Hoveaber, 

1867» when he returned to lew £oi&f tiark Iwaln remained 

there only one uay on Ms way to the capital* where tha a r -

rangements; were completed. 

/•owtsver, Twain stayed in the capacity of private 

aecrc iary or.Iy a short tiaeu (Ferguson says I t was one 

• ••oek,) Kis te-per.isient was not united fo r the work# and ha 

l e t senator i/lliiam Stewart with a strong d i s l ike for the 
2 

author* I t was not loag beX'ore Mark was writing humorous 
mc&mtB of *Hy Lata Senatorial fecre taryshi p* and "Fact# 

Concerning tha decent :i€3ignationf * a l l good-natured busv 
3 

j.esque» In the foraer ho caricatured the noacoiaaital 

XP* Ferguaon, Hark Iwal 'u Mma and Legend, p* I37« 

% M » t P* 13?* XXXI f V78-V79-
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l e t t e r s with which congressmen are wont to p a c i f y the de-

mand 3 of t h e i r ccnatitv:tenia t«aclc hosie, fey sedating to p 

everything while a c t u a l l y pros ! s ine nothing. In the a r t i c l e # 

be iissaed Sanator Nye as h i* employe r f f o r «Ti® coald tats© 
if 

a tet B i l l stems* mOd not. 

Turning winter l a Washington w o l l acquainted him with 

l i f e t h e r e , i t s p o l i t i c a l i a t r i g u t s , and the dlarejwte o f 

Congress# Kark was "very popular s o c i a l l y w e a a l s o v e i l 

lilted jts a reporter* i l l s s^nso of hu-uory €-nfc<pr ta in ing coo"1 

veraat ion , ani lovable pereci iaUty ma-de Mm mash i n dessanA* 

He began a regular contract with the jfex XS&JW>bB&i 

tfae iSISM« ^w»in was e l e c t e d t c the Correspondents* 01nil 

soca a f t e r he a r r i v e d , ami -within om month after M s 

turn to toeriea he vaa mi accapted utes&ar of a group of i n * 

f lxasnt ia l anil n a t i o n a l l y torn 3©tS'nii l i s t s , S « Mog* 

raphe i-s f e e l that he n ight hfve s e t t l e d p e r t i n e n t l y i n t o 

t h i s type of work as a fcwioroua cccasentator on nat ional 

a f f a i r s I f sosie thing bigger hsd not corn along-* 

This Mas an epoch of i n d u s t r i a l plone«3rttng i n the 

United. S t a t e s , The whole energy of the A f r i c a n people wa* 

absorbed i n the e x p l o i t a t i o n of the ia&torial reaowcca of 
IS 

the continent# Business en terpr i se was v i r t u a l l y the only 

recognized sphere of act ion# According t o most h i s t o r i auat> 
jfcfllWfcPrn'TT-
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pursuit of wealth fracas a s&ercd duty, People g&f© 

up their individual tastes -and beliefs to folios tjse bard# 

Speculation, lohi>yin£, and greed were raapant la ... aahington* 

Mark Twain s&v evidences of all this during his short stay 

thore, and ho developed a disillusioned attitude toward 

Congress atid politicians* in general. lie refused & post 

with :fr. fairbaisks aa political editor 0? the Cleveland 

ffgraXfl in 1869, because tic s'iid he "hated* politics. 

'.ifcesi in 1871 Hark "•Vain airJ Charles Dudley Parser soar* 

veyed the ground far a now! of their tiwet they decided 

that the title ££& M& «*»«*« their trlei# of tbc 

social structure tvom top to bottosu 

In tiw unise of fiction they displayed t}l& aev 
plutocrats* ignorant in a&nd and vulgar of tongue* 
assuming t m airs of thf? grand style, a raw, rougkf 
uncouth nation ebsesseg by the acquisitive passionj 
a «erawny country of villages striving to rival .-*ew 
York andf CM,eag© with the ®dJ of congressional plan* 
dert corrupt politicians tstmiclpal̂  state* and m*> 
tional; given" to high sounding verbalism and low 

roaring w h s of groat cities fed on 

v̂ xfk Twain had hit «pon ifee stupidity of Congress as 

early as Tbn Tnnoeenta Abroad, but there has sever been & 

»ore appalling picture of govern&ent corruption than SfcSL 

Glided fee. Charles Dudley Varner and Twain make the fol-

lowing statement in the preface* 

7 
C. A. iieard and Hary Beard, 2s. j$iM ML AMEEfcMHI £2s!r 

ligation* II, ^36-if37* 



30 

It v$M b© mm that this bock deals «ittt m #n» 
tUe ly 14«al s ta te of aociatyj anS the atsiaf ©afearrass-
sunt of tba vvltara in this reals of' tisa imgtnfttlon 
baa baan t te m a t of illaatrmti^a exa*pl»s* In ft 
Stat* where thera Is so f s w r of speculation, so i s -
fl«a*6 dartre for su4a@is vaalth, nb&m tha poor **• 
a l l »lap3*4&2ided art «ent«Btaa9 and tba ylefe «w 
a l l i®»«t « i gmmwm&i whar# aoeiety i s in * atata 
of prlait lva purity «n6 poli t iaa l a tfc« MKmpfttAaa at 
only the callable a^S the patriotic*., t h a n «*• js@«©i§» 
sari ly m siaterials for saoh * Mstory ®sQy© haw 
eonatractad mt of an ldaal eeanoiMealtik** 

In MIJimI Jbga mil the opaa bribery anc the black 

corruption vere brought to l igh t , Evary individual l a 

public aaployaant inside til® Capitol mwmmnt»€ poMtlml 

Iztflmm®* Her© m r i t f f i tness , aad eapabilliy war© «*•!*** 

baggW without influence, Si® definit ion of tfeahiiigtcn was 

given at follovat **&ar@ la aoaetfciag good ana ao&ierly 

about Wasfclfigtoiif ttie grand old benevolent Rational Asylu® 
$ 

for ttm Helping®# * 

Moat of the people la the capital c i t y war© there to 

f t e e l w sow ki»3 of handettt} tlief*Jteft»y the ataoaphera 

around Congress was always tease ami charged with MHmt 

pTO&lset 
l o w , travel , ewn death I t se l f waited an the 

ehaneee of the dlee daily thrown in the two lowsea 
and the eeonitte* ro©ss there* I«ve ©oulil rlpea 
into »arrlag«, ami longing for t r a w l would larw 
fmdtleikf and i t a n t have i*e#» only eternal hope 
•pyiuisK l a tti® breast that leapt alive mmmrovm 
old o3ai:5aats vb© fo r years and yaars had beneiged 

6 9' 
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the doors of Coneress, and t&o locked as If they oeetMl 
not so maeh m appropriation of aoiwy as «lac feet of 
ground* And those liio stood waiting for stieeess to 
bring the® d m t h v e m iiswdLly those tfhB had a Just 
claim* 10 

fhe tie-**p aaong speculators, lobbyist«, and itetfblJiftBii 

politicians vaa sinntely detailed* Pop example* an original 

appropriation of twc bundved ttxMsand dollar* vas spent Aa 

jarring off Hems© eoeasitteesf Senate eoianltteeSy and lotj&y*-

t»tS| with a *fa&gh aoral Congressman or Senator her© and 

there—the M # i aoral ones cost lore, because they g i w 
11 

tea© t© a wasur®*® 

Colonel Sellers vas hurt whoa Wfeflhtngtoa Hawkins stig~ 

gested that ha ought to fee la Oongresst 
I ha*e always been a friend of your faadly. 

tfasMagtoa,. mB I think I h a w al*®.pi tried to do 
right as M m and mnf ae©or$iag to ay lights* 
?lew I don't .thiak there ted ever been as^bing ia agr 

t that shornM safe© you feel justified in saj&ag 

a thing H 3 » m a t , It 

Mafic Twal% at heart a noralist, b@2i©i?®d- that the C©ugf«# 

should lie populated with awn of M g h aorals tfinee the busi-

ness of a nation vas of first importance. The fact that 

the opposite vas too often true made his singularly unhappy* 

flie authors also presented the complete pattern of tha 

vsrd-heel syste» in vhich the candidates are picked according 

10 11 
yorks. VI, 126* Works* Vt 2774 
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t h e i r feoot.Hcrlr.iag service to the party rtilMNi* Shay mtfa 

eXeary tow®fs tha t the pa&lic m « t© bXw©.. 

fin? pa&lieans and t he i r re ta iners ru le the vard 
nestings t f o r everybody else hates tim worry o f 
p o l i t i e s -art stays a t heM»)f the a@le.gat©® from, the 
v a r i aeati&s ®&k® up a l i s t o f tben 
the great as«fc p j 'b l ie ooae f m s r f l i t tti® g rop i r ' ' 
t i m mnd M t e iM®ff lp©»i choice and Mess Heaven 
that thsjr l i f e i n & twm land where no fo ra of 
despoils® can i n t rude . 13 

The h i s t o r y o f tvo f i c t i t i o u s Congressmen I s re la ted 

i n Bia (folded Aaa as being t y p i c a l o f p o l i t i c i a n s of the 

pwriod* Oa*t Pstr ique 0 *e l l l «» m a a wealthy FveaeisMii 

frons Softs t tdio f i nc iden ta l l y * « f pear l iaui im a r r i ved i n 

As»erioa~~i l l e g a l l y • I t feeooat * to! m r r i e r and wot#d the 

Democratic t i c k e t } evenings, he studied p o l i t i e s * Soon he 

had © f o u l run shop and w i th i t f mmm p o l i t i e a l I n f l a m e * * 

A l i t t l e 1»ter P t t z l (& 0*Ri ley (as he was then ca l led ) 

gained more p o l i t i c a l in f luence l e m ha would always 

give straw b a i l or an a l i b i f o r h i s custooers i f they had 

been caught beating anyone to death on h i s premises. 3fext-f 

0*M2mf obtained a pat ty c i t y gewevnaeitt o f f i o # and present ly 

had enough Honey to open a s t y l i s h saloon and fa re bank up* 

town* the pos i t i on of aldernan^ wfticli was £©re«d tapea M s , 

proved a gold mine 5 soon he had utaiiy houses and carr iages 

•ad closed up the l i quor s i l l # 

C#Ri2ay than bccaae a large contractor and a f r i e n d to 

the great tillliaai M* Weed* 

l b b M * f p . X7» 
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• * * Hfeo had stolen £20,000,000 from the city and vaa 
a raan to ©iwied. m honored% m ®mm&f toAm&9 that 
vfcen the sheriff went to his of floe to arrest Mat as a 
felon. that he *blushed and apologiseds* and out of the 
illustrated papers made a picture of the scene and 
spe&e of the setter la such a vay as to shew that ths 
editor regretted that the offense of m, arrest had i 
offered to so exalte a personage a# Mr» Weetf« l*i 

Jft?* 0*Hiley*s fortunes rose «hexi h® ftonalahea sfatngle 

nails to the xmw court house at tet tteiiwi# dollars a k*gf 

ana sixty-eexit tharnoastere at fifteen hundred dollars a 

a®«eu« After receiving a targe, dlaaond pis froe M s {ttMstv* f 

Mr, cat ley retired from actlir© »Ffl« aafi m u S himself 

by tmafing up real estate la other people's asaes* When the 

newspapers exposed 0*Rlleyf the people rose as one mm. mm 

elected M a and *eefl to their proper theatre of action^ the 

ffew Xoxfc legislature# 

the newspapers demanded a trial, s M the authors de&erlbe 

the procedure* 

Our admirable jury system enabled the t»rse«ttt«S 
©x-off leials . to secure a Jury of ntm fantSAMHi fro® 
the migfebttrltqt asylua. and three graduate fro® -Slog 
Slag * «aQ presently they walked forth with itiaraeters 
vindicated# She legislature was called upon to apev 
thea forth—a thing wMds the legislature declined to 
do« I t ms like asking children to repudiate their ' 
ovn father. It was a legislature of the sodern pat* 
tern» 15 

The second Congressional figure was a little news-

paper editor from a small town *iifco was the ©enial of every 

IV 15 
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tradesman In the v i l lage and under bon<3s to hi* for fpeqijcuyt 

•pudTfSj1 &mmpt tli© undertaker, about whose «ap lo |»n t he 
XI? 

wat recklessly facetious•" ' Bat i n Washington Ins was 

quite an important s»nf feeing corresponden t and clerk for 

two house ©cwitt«e« f a **vorker" i n p o l i t i c s , and a ecn» 

fident c r i t i c of every woman and w i n Washington# 
m wtfM to© a consul, m doubt f by ami byt at 

mm foreign port , of the lanjg%ia{ge of which It© mm 
Ignorant f thwagh# i f Ignorant:* of language • 
qualification* his s ight have been consul at home* 
His easy fwi l taari ty « l th great as® m i beautiful 
to see* and when Phil ip Sterling (*t Vaahington 
n^ojtiylC) lemnMHt tfb&t a traBeraSeo* tmdargroaaft 
in f lame*. tibl* l i t t l e isnoraeus had, he no longer 
wondered at tins qm®w appointment# m& ^mevev 
l eg i s la t ion . I f 

One of t he privi leges a l l Ccngressnen er^oy i s that 

of franking. reported to Senator Dllworthy that she 

had seen Senator Dallocn packing a number of large dry good a 

boxes with a l l manner of old clothes* She went on to smgg®#t 

that he would probably paint nP%ih* Vacs*" on the» since that 

was goo<5 economy. She f-enator answers, ^fes, yesj but child* 

a l l Cengresuiaen do that. I t stay not be s t r i c t l y honeatj lit** 

deed, i t i s not unless he had son© public docuoonts jailed 
i s 

i n with the clothes." 

Abuse of the franking privilege got# further sat ire a« 

revealed in a conversation between RicV.s and Sel lers 

M p . 127# XM.i»y p . 127• I W « t P* **2-
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concerning Balloon, f t e l e t t e r , besides nornally abusing 
this privi lege, also prats f i f teen cents worth of stamps on 

his bosss of old clothes and thereby contrive# to raake the 
gowrn*tent responsible for M s rubbish. TMs fcuttbuggery 
e l i c i t s epennaoiitted admiration from Ittete end Sellers, anal 
the feraer sayst 

I mink ttanw I s mm: r e a l talent wmesm our pufe» 
l i e ?*m of today then there vaa among those of old 
tine®—"* far more f e r t i l e f s w y , n much impp£m ing#~ 
mtity* How Colonel, can yoo picture Jefferaon, or 
Vaahington, car <?dm Mass fmnktrsg their vm^mtms 
through the nai ls and adding the facetiooa icea of 
asking the $memmat responsible for the cargo f « r 
the atua of one dollar and f i t® oentst S t a t t w n 
were du l l i n those day*# I Isste a mush M«* 
edration for Senator Balloon*. I f 
Sellers agrees, and he antf Efefei discuss ada&rlngly how 

Balloon had once coated the ignorant Indians and had given 
the graft to his brother~in~lav. Tlie Colonel concise a that 
the Senate is f u l l of Balloons mod that few countries i n the 
world are so blessed. ^icfes agrees completely, and ho also 
eonclndea i n the follovinc words* 

To be autre, you can buy now and then a Senator 
or tat they do not know i t i s wrong, 
and so they are not aahaaed of i t * ?feey are gentle 
and eoitfMiiJg m£> child l i t e ? ana i n ay opinion, these 
are qualities tfhiefa ennoble tha» far «ore than any 
s inful sagacity cotxM. 1 quite agree with ye®. Col# 
Sellers. 20 

19 
UteUU* p# M*» 
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Tvain ale© creates another incident la Tim $ 

$ furnishing Myself vrj th aiatsunJ. Hon for satire against 

Berbers of Congress When ho portrays the indignation that 

Hp* aiglar5 a political lobbyist, feela wlits an honrst 

Senator Is actually elected. He gal's petulantly to M s col~ 

league, Mr* Bolton: "Things have got pretty uimed up when 
S3. 

a legislature will give «way m United States Sonatorahip** 

Perhaps the most aiekeningly realistic caricature at m 

United. States Senator in Hh£ Gilded M e is that of Senator 

Bilworthy vhen he goes about electioneering for M s next 

term ©f of flea* During this titnef the Senator turns M s 

attention to spiritual natters; he attends elstrohi takes a 

leading part in prayer »e«tings, and faithfully attends Sun-

day r.ohool. In a talk to the Sunday School la the 

haslet of Cattleville, Eilvorthy amkm the following state** 

stent: 

That poor little toy that loved hi« Stmday*School 
bcoiim that sum States Senator)#. That w&ti 
HSQi£ 3Wt A H that he isj Im owes 
<? ay-School* % precious children! love your parents, 
lei?® your teachers, love your Sm3«y»Sel»ol|, be pious* 
be obedient, he honest, be diligent* and then you will 
succeed in life and be honored of all sea* Above all 
things be jmrenainded as the snow* Let tin join in 
prayer* 22 

That aaae night Dilworthy bt*ys off M s rival* V3wm his 

opponent charges him with bribery* the Senator reacts vith 

• f p* lw• Ibid* | p* 220* 
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adudrafcle good sens#* B» pats tat© praetie© a plan 1mm 

mse-d by public sefwuts «fe© ar# «o accused* His strategy 

is threefold t (1) be ®$ks tor a suspension of public 
opinion{ (t) Im m m m to Washington* deoands an ia*s«tig»» 

tlonf aofl organises MB miMmgms for m mssmsit «i M s 

acemstri (3) to# lies oa the stmud at the trial «aA aft# 
23 

âereir̂  for M s accuser.. U m assttlt is—netMxig* m mm3.* 

Hi© outeoae ©£ these Congressional trial* vai mas-

swrtad as followst 
Siay Just say *eba*ge not pvowu 1 It leaves 

the accused In a kin! of staticy condl tjUm before th® 
country, it purifies Congress, it satisfies every-
body, and it doesn't seriously hurt anybody* It has 
taken a l&m tiaia to perfect am? #yst@% but it is 
the aost admirable in the world amr# 2*f 

Colonel Sailer® boasted, *11 i n is no country in the 

world ttose representatives try each otter m well #g mm 

doy or stick to it as long at a stretch* X think there is 

•eoetfaiag great in M a g a model for the «b63» civilised 
25 " 

wM# f f 

Ferguson states that if jObft Gilded Aae had aewsly 

pictured the tie-up between speculators, lobbyistsf and 

politicians hereby g©yern»ent grants on a fcctge scale ware 

obtained for the benefit of private individual# and c©r*» 

poratione, it would hme lie en an excellent bode# Instead 

23 ak 25 
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It halted at everytiilng froat Washington society at large 

to the illiterate bookstore clerks* ttISiat might have been 

a high-powered bullet piercing to the heart of a corrupt 

political ayste% became a charge of bird-shot which pep~ 
ZC 

pared at everything to sight feat left no permanent scars.* 

She account of ttie "Gilded Agett given by leading his-* 

torians coincides with ttie picture dram by Clemens and 

Warner* The southern profiteers lost aost of their ill-gotten 

gains* but the northern capitalists grew fat on Caesar's 
a? 

aeat* The Civil War corruption in high plcces* the cold 

and cynical profiteering* the reckless extravagance were 

odious to a large iBgat&ef of people* especially to a group 

of intellectuals including Jaaos Socsell Ik*rell* George 

Hilliaa Curtis* and Ed via I»» Godkin. The scandals became 

so tmbearable that a group calling themselves the Liberal 

Republicans broke a»uy from itm party is I8f2 «ai united 

with the Deiaocrats favoring Horace Qrecley as a candidate# 

lIhey raet such a buailietins disaster at the polls in their 

desperate effort to prevent the reeleetloa of Srant that 

laany of thea returned to the Be pub 11 can fold# 

look ftura* Mark Tvaln's hose froa 1871 to 1891* re-

gained prevailingly Republican after the var« Many of the 
26 
Ferguson* c,i.̂ »f p» 1?0. 
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residents relaxed their vartiiae Interests la national po-

litical affairs and concentrated on local contests for 

Senate scats or fm the governorship* However, Harriet 

!e@efe#r Ste« and Charles IDtsdley ̂tamer oareMly vatehed 

the ?- a c o a s t r a c t i o n
2r

 aesiOTt ^ ^ ^ 

s»«t of the South* 

Hepablloanlsm wss the otily party in Hartford for tv© 

reasons* First, the Democrats hid accepted slaveryy and 

next, the Democratic Party catered to the ignorant, unedu-

cated worldngnen and to the laolgrents who m to verie In 
29 

the factories in Hertford* The rise of theoretical co&» 

minis® in Bisroj® also lea the Hoofc f&m t̂ mumSLtf away ffmm 

the radical Republicanism of the late l850#af and the group 

becasr* generally conservative* 

during M-e first five years in Hartford, liark Twain was 

not particularly interested in party political despite his 

personal devotion to General Grant, he stayed aloof from 

political campaigns. In 1875 he vrote to Orion that the e m 

of corruption wae not Be publican or Eesocratio, hat national, 

and he awed a mwtusr of nmoml ulcers'1 CaMeoc thess was Hensry 

Ward Beecher)» "Politic* are not going to core aoral ulcers 
•StfJ 

like t M m nor the decaying body they fester 
/%* R# Andrews, M k ^ ttuft &C&BI& 

Steals,* p* ns« 
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About this time Mark Twain begaa to exhibit Ms mom 

mrimm sict# in the advocacy of public reforms. Bis piper 

cm "Universal Suffrage* oomsded a not©, arte Mm copyright 

petitions mm of the mm spirit# lis la ter year# lie sal# 

that he had always f e l t i t was Ms Hiss&cti. to teach ar«S to 

carry the banner of uoral reconstruction, and at for ty year* 
33. 

of age# there i s evidence ef this inclination* l a the 

.iaritia for October, 1875, t lie re was published an unsigned 

three-page ar t ic le ent i t les "The Curious Republic of Condon*#* 

The Republic of Gondour v;as a Utopia nf»r© a plan had been 

established to base the voting privilege on intel lectual 

qualification.'; and on the aaount of property that each per-

son had* Trti& intel lectual group was to be a elwck on the 

wealthy j aogtal votes were baaed on aoney ®»3 propertyj 

feaaygrtajL votes, on intel lect and education* Office-holders 

vould be required to pasa competitive examination*, and 

their selection would be based'upon high character and good 

education# 

In this paper m see a wore nearly perfect type of 

democracy contrasted with the present one which, to Mark 

A*»i% "seemed to deliver a l l the power into the hands of 

ignorant and nan~paying classes f* and whose i^siwaetfelye 

31 
tforkgt XHI, 55fc, 



kl 

officers mmf of nftoesaity* "filled firm these classes 
32 

nXao«w Xn SoiJdknirj k«fc? } prop9*tyf eharact-* arf and 1b** 

tellect u«ore able to vie Id political irvfltxenco, an£ 
. • • for ®mm f mnmf9 ^irtce, sua intelligence iocir 
« vital «tnd waited i»te»#t la a political mwrtlaa* For o»ce« the powers v<? r*t to the jsriisri#© is iftrtflssB 

iwsslt slwaM *• to ©marge the 33 

Seeing that tmiwraal euffrag* n»# iiajsraetieal, the 

people of Oondour enlarged their suffrage asi gaw eaels m a 

fvosi e » to ten potential wfce% depesKSisag «po» M s education 

and property wealth* More votes might fee ha^ for poeeesa~ 

lug en education with ao vealth Chan for Possessing *®altfc 

with no education* Therefore* 

. # # learning, Ming tsore pwaleaj and ao*» mmtig 
acquired than riches * ©dueateo aen becasi© a whole* 
s«e <tf»ck upon veeli* am, since they ecmld omtirot© 
thorn* tcsming usually goes with uprightness, oroaa 
views, an8 haianltyf so the learned wt«Mj possess-
ing the balance of pover, became the vigilant ar«5 ef-
ficient protestors of the gmmt rank of society. 3* 

ft® results of sn&h a system «**• so significant that 

one could not easily ignore them* In mUm these results. 

Merle Twain sak«s a le£t*4mM sally at one of « earn dufclewi 

practices* 

%2 
Sm &• Cleaeas* ,rThe Curioua BepuUlic of GoRdour," 

^y^gaatatim SiiM«iQiIi. (edited by F. L» Pattee), PP* W -
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, . » Incompetence and inefficiency hao no pise® In 
the govarnaant* Brains and property assuaged the 
state# A candidate for office awt f:in awtsed aMl* 
ity* education* and high character, or he stood a© 
sort -of chance of ©lection# If a hod-carrier 
possessed thesef to® could anooaadf trat tfee mm fact 
that fee uaa m hoc-carrier cocdd not cl< et Mat, a* in 
previous times# 35 

to his continues his prate# of to (ksadourian office-

holding syataa, Twain declares tbatf in Oondotir, to be m 

office holda? was actually an honor, vhareaa* 

, • # raider the old aystea such distinction had only 
brought suspicion upon a a n and Bade htm a helpless 
nark for newspaper contempt and scurrility# Officials 
did not nec<! to steal ncv? their salaries being vest 
in cĉ jHirison vith the pittances pal# la the days nben 
parliao&nts vera created by hod-carriers# who viewed 
official salaries from a tod~earrylng point of view aafl 
compelled that viev to be respected by their obse-
quious servants# Jnstic* was visaly and rlfldly ad~ 
ainisteredj for a Judge# after once reaching his place 
thyoogh % m specified 11a© of promotions. was a per** 
m m m y during good behavior, He waa not obliged to 
oodify his jadgaanta according to tha affeet that ttiey 
aight have upon the temper of a reigning political 
party# $6 

Even tha alnor officials vara honest, and they, too, - Advanced 

through well-earned proaotiona, "and not by a Jwp froa gto» 

mills or the needy facdlles and friends of washers of par-
37 

fhe jtidlelafry is Condonr consisted of several Judges 

rather than eaey such m we have—the theory being that 

several fudges are laore difficult to corrupt than only one# 

lie reMnlscea sadly thatf uaSer tha old regis® f this 

3? 36 - 37 
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Important power was vested i n a single o f f i c i a l , and Mhe 

usually took care to have a general J a i l delivery i n %lm 
3^ 

f o r the nsaet #lactt©*t*1B 

After a brief discussion of the educational syctera 

eaployed in Goadour, wharein the f r e e public school® mni 

colleges vera always overflowing, Hark 'Ii«tin ends hi# es~ 

say on a pa t r i o t i c note* He b©co»?s veary of hie host*a 

way of speaking because the voice had a "loving pride of 

country" i n it which was annoying* Besides, "The Uonaour 

nat ional a i r s were forever dinning i n qy e e r a j therefore , 

I was glad to leave that country and come back to my «©ar 
39 

native land, -where one never hears tha t sor t of anisic*" 

In a paper before the Monday livening Club i n Hartford 

Twain had urged worna suffrage* H® sine©rely faeMeved 

that 'the teaching of gootf, ojt t imnshlp m M » i s ® the vtrad* 

ards of p o l i t i c s . Mark also thought t ha t women would get 

r id of the p o l i t i c a l sew* and that a candidate selected by 

women would be f i t t o vote for# 
Go* w w l o u s l a t t e r l y stateamftntfhip ha# in* 

vented tmiversal suffrage* That i s the f i n e s t fea ther 
in our cap* M l tha t we require of a voter i s tha t he 
* . « wear pantaloons instead of pe t t i coa ts and bear 
a sore or Ms# fainoreus resemblance of God* He need 
not Know anything. Ss may be a seowidreX* If he can 
s tee r c lear of the peni tent iary , h i s vote w i l l be as 

3® 3» , 
i t ! U . , P- to. P. >*13. 
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e i g h t y m i>&t of a presidest, a Mshop* a college 
professor or a aerchant prince* We brag of oar 
universal unrestricted saf.fn?g«| Tmt m are « 
a f t e r a l l ) for n© res t r i c t wli«n we e o ^ to wo«ciu 

Itarfc Tmtm wanted mqmltiy batmen the 

m-% realized un t i l m decade following his death* He thought 

that equality between th® sexes va» one Mga of to civil ised 

s ta te , and conversely, that th* absence of such equality w® 

a sure sign of savagary. II# once said* "We «*9 so stupid 

that ne eas*t sss© that m thus plainly admit that no c ivi l iza* 

t ioa can be perfect wxtll exact e*ttality between man and waaaa 
Vl 

i s included »tr In a speech called "Votes fo r Vos»n" he r e -

fsarfesjct f 4. s^*0ul̂  11^6 t© see tlw t iise cosa uc ŝfin shaH 

help aake the lawt* I should UJte to see that whip-lash* 
U2 

the ba l lo t , in the hand;* of wo«en»H 

A curious perversity asserted i t s e l f nt»» the American 

ci t izen prepared to u t i l i s e his noble right to vote* 
There are two Kinds of Christian raorals, one private 
and the other public* These two are so d i s t inc t , so 
unrelated t that they are no sore akin to each other 
tlmn are archangels and pol i t ic ians . During three 
hundred tad alxty*three days in the y®«rt the Asariissn 
ci t izen i s true to Ms ChrisClan private ?norals. and 
iceeps tmdaf lM the nation's character and highest 

u m : i f i&i~e>a. 

hi 
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Ms; Christian public m$ml$ to Vim tax office anil to 
tlie polls* ami 4.ms the- beat he can to 6mm&k and 

c'o MS' vbolc- year's fuitfcful aact righteous «osfc* «*3 

Tiie practice of cfcousing public officials frc>$t only 

two or ttoeo laajc-r political parties wsa tyrannical? for it 

vss not parties tlmt saved countries or MtiXf tfcesi to gr@al^. 

nass, 'latter, Tw#in thought, it was cleen dtlsens from 

the rank and file who were interested is clean government# 

As Hark put i t f
 r,I think a &an*# f i r s t duty i s to Ms e m 

y+ 

honor> s o t to his country and not t o h i s party* and% # • 

no ecmtry oan fce well governed unless its dtfren* m a 

IxxJy ket*p religicmsly before? their minds fiiat tJa&y are tft# 

gmrtliar;# of the Xgrt.'9 arid that %$m law 0f**io*i?s ajp© only 
J+5 

sasMaery for it# eaceBtttlcs&t notidng ®rt«" 

7bo Ii34«n-4iaye# eleetioa of If?6 wotee t'arls Twain and 

the rest of the iiartford ccrncunity to intense conocro over 

BapulOleau fortunes. la regard to the presidential cam-

paigaf on Aaagust lo76, Mark wrote to K* I)# -Lowells, "Get 

your book out qtUcfe, for this Is a xBOoentous tia*» If SLMaii 

is elects, 1 thlsk the entire country will go pretty 

straight toW-fe's* Bomlls1 &ad place •'* Mbwelis promptly 

wrote again, urging Classens to cntor the campaign for i£ayaa# 

^Tbeim is not another mil in M s country," How©lis said* 

Works« XXVIII, 276-277* *XXVf W » . 
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•who could he lp Mm, so much as p a , ® M u t rep l i ed <n 

August 23# 1876* 

X an g l a i jrcm tJttak Z ooaM 4# lay#® any goody 
f o r I i M beva w a t i n g t o v r l t e a l e t t e r or n 
sjpMtih t© tha t and* 1*11 tm c a r e f u l not t o #®f 
e i the r* however* u n t i l the opportunity co»e» l a a 
mtw&JL J w t i f i & M # and anlugg## way* * * Whan a 
huaoria t ventures upon the grav* concerns of l l f « 
tm an*t $o fats Job M i t e r than af lu t ter mm m he 
works harat t o the exam* k6 

Later Twain gre*lfi®4 a t & p o l i t i c a l r a l l y and oade a 

*|mmm& os c i v i l s©n?ie® reform uMch mm the mst w i i e ly 

quoted of the campaign* Hegardlaas of pa r ty a f f i l i a t i o n s , 

nea r ly a l l of the papers ^notei the speech, and the mm&mm 

thoroughly enjoyed f t * 

fl ier# ttaa a d ispute yblflh raged f o r aonths 'mm t h e 

mtwpm Mfelle the f a t a of the tm candidates t a s undecided# 

f i n a l l y * Congress Mt ta&tM the » t t # r t o a eonBlttee of 

f i f t e e n aaa* Eight w p e ftepttblieans, and the e l ec t ion m s 

awarded to Bayeg« Mark Ts#aiat ?v i«he l l t and tfarner watched 

tto* f raudulent ©ousts and reeatmts and <ner# f e r v e n t l y tharm-

f u l and i R d i a s d t o ask no q&eatioiis idien Hayas wa® i s * 
if7 

s t a l l e d l a March of 1077 « i t h no upr is ing* 

Xii the mm yo-ar the re was aa upr i s ing of r a i l road 

voricers t o p ro tes t the fou r th t an par cant out I n t t e 

| t XXXIV, 283* 
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ra i l road l a t a e t f y l a mmm years» One hondred thcnuiand 

m a t on s t r i k e , ana tba atariM* ©f unemployed reaehed four 

is i l l ion. Mark 'Iwain began t e reconsider M s e a r l i e r Ideas 

of r e s t r i c t i n g the TOt# of tbe laboring ela*M*» He began ' 

to i w m i Ma o m a t t i t u d e toward aaftm§® ma& Imtm m » 

txmlly progressed twm a m«etl<NM«r viewpoint to « f i n a l 
| | | | 

questioning of eapl t a U a s i t s e l f , Sympathy i m the town* 

trodian, and appvease* modified M s theore t ica l Bepablieanlsat 

•ad and® M s receptive to poHt i ea l developeieiit during the 

next f«v yews* 
Mark twain was m ardent Bepablleaii easpalgmsr a f t e r 

h . . r •**# <|M!N*I** A*** - * „ ,,, r 

the aos&afttlon of Garfield l a 1880* Be addressed a l oca l 

r a l l y in Bartford with Benry C* % l i a « and Charl®# Btaifloy 

Warner • Hark happily welcomed h i s old hero, 0« S*6r®8if 

to the c i t y and helped Ma targe the people of Hertford te 

e lec t the Bepu&llo&n candidate. The c i t y wan very orach l a 

favor of d a r f i e l d , aal l a 1881 nfeta h© was shot by a d ls* 

appointed o f f i e # mete r* the grief m.® a laost as daap aa 

that f o r Xdncoln* 

fh®r@ «n» a groat deal of turmoil l a the ooanmnlty %m 

18&+ nheii Blaine won the Republican »®rti»tioit# Mark, Stagy 

Cm Robinson, Char lea ! • Parkins, 1* H* Bunce, and F* G* 

Whitmore w»s» in the b i l l i a r d rooJt a t a regular meeting of 

%8 »f9 
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the Friday Club, when the mm Mm announced* Sm 

fwi©l»3Li aad ftark said ttmy m m determined not to wte for 

Bialne# Earlier T-wt&hmXl had disapproved ®f WtMm tdbtea the 

latter had sponsored Mils is Congress* fh® 

following' statement w s made by Hark Ttmln about M s choice* 

Wo -party bold* the priidl©ge of d&etettng to w 
hov I shall vote# If loyalty to party Is a foam of 
patriotism I ia ao patriot* If there i# any Wt2a*» 
able dlffereiie# between a aaoarehist and an AMaiewif 
it lies ia the theory that the AasrleaB eaa decide 
for hiaself what is patriotic and nhat isn*t» I 
claim that difference* I mm the only fMrwaa ia 
sixty alllions that is privileged to dictate tap 
patriotism 50 

It w s sueh a MLtte* campaign that politics divide# 

neighbors* f aad lies, and congregations* The problem for 

Hartford urn# that of voting for a Befwblisait with a reeovft 

of dishonesty or for Clevelandf a Deaoorat with a olstress* 

Hark vigorously eautpaigned is Hartford* presided at mm® 

meetings, and mad® political speeches which invited the 

laughter of both rarfcies, Be argtsad his point also ia 

letters to friends* Si© najortty of thinking sen who- M M 

principle above party ia their ohoica were against Blaine, 

tout ¥hen he t#ms n©siini*tedt aost of the© decided to stay with 

the party,. fmin delivered a paper to the ffestay Evening 

Club ia tisieh be stated f "The atroeious deotvins of alJt gMseo 

to pa-ty plays directly into the bands of p̂ liti«aas'''Of the 

50 
mm* xxxif 779. 
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51 
ba#B£ aort»w Presiding at Mtagwunp railing ia the faH 

of 18$t9 SVain ridiculed %rffor*J for using long range 

party loyalty as a Ratification for voting Republican* 

H© criticised Havley and ̂ araer for eating crow in their 

papor »na fa? planning to vote foi? Blaine, whom they 

privately despised. 

Mark and Twichell signed an "Appeal to the Republican 

Voters of Connecticut f* which cited five charges against 

Blaine and nad* the following statement# *His defeat nay 

u w oer party* by freeing it fmm Mm control of the ©asp 

followers and offIce-soekera* who have too often dictated 
5a 

its policy#* 

Mark Twain voted for Growr Cleveland, although Paine 

says, iip to the eve of the election, ha was ready to mp» 

port a republican noadxiee in whoa he had faith* Hartford 

voted for Blaine, tmt Wbm nMm$ Barnaulso* and 3ehs?lMoi8,t 

slogan Moated Mjs nationally* Hfeea the return* « m la 

iisrfe was $*bll*at9 mart hm stated la Mi autobiograisKiiy that 

this election "ĉ nfirwed the political laAajmadaa** in 

which he fonafl a spiritual coofort aw! a peac# of slml 
53 

quite above price.* The entires owpatga ted #tirr«t mom 
51 52 
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voters to think about political affairs than any since 

1376, and It defined the Hartford prejudice against sexual 

trenagmsslca ss stronger than its ecvisldafiftblc aversion to 

corrupt politicians* It crystallised the community »s unrest 
§% 

under the national record of public dishonesty* 

>&ny fault® and evidence* of corruption la M s 

country*s political system «e?e seen by fvain. He often 

advocated a plan for a **0®sting Vote Party" whose main ob-

ject W89 to compel the two great parties to nominate their 

best oftru fills was to be an ovgaiitjsatfiMK of a large xmnfre? 

of clubs throughout the nation* Jlo aeatber should seek or 

accept a aosiiaatiea for office la any political appoint* 

neat, but in each case should oast his vote for the can-

didate of one of the two parties, requiring that the sum he 

of clean record and of honest purpose* This was one of 

twain* i Utopian ideas full of native opt id as, but this 

faith left M s in the latter part of Mm life* She closing 

lines of lit® proposed plan contain unselfish hopef 
If in tint hands of ant who regard UmIt eiti«e»~ 

sMp as a high trust this mlmm® shall tmil upon trials 
a better wmt be sought, a better suet be invented! for 
it cannot be wall or ear# to let the present political 
conditions continue indefinitely. They can be improvedf 
and taerlcan eitieervehip should arouse up freai its di*» 
fcecrtensient and see that it is done* $5 

yjf-
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Kaxfc TWain «nter<?d the campaign fo r the Mayoralty of 

Sew York City i n the fall of 1901 to tw t o defeat 

Ball. He both w o t e are! spoke In favor of clean c i t y smmm* 

mat and police reforau He joined a aoeiety called the 

Acorns and delivered a deanola tory speeeh against CMfcav* 

the Tammany loader. Hundreds of thousands of copies of th ie 

Acorn speech were printed ar» c i rcu la ted , the o r ig ina l 

*$dat&i6 Burk® on Crdeer and ragMany1* had been v r i t t e n m ma, 

&ttel® for the Jagjft l&X&SK* ?**in joined a paro-

oeertoa that m e M I up IroniSwiiy ants made another speech 

against Wmwi M* Shepards the faasainy eaadfcftete* She cam* 

pelgn m i a success, and Tar®mny w defeated# One of the 

papers ran th i s poe*» 

Who k i l l ed erote»r? 
X, said Marie Tvain, 
I k i l l ed Croker, 
I f the Jo l ly JOkerI 

Marie Twain was without personal political ambitions• He 

early discouraged a aoveraent to naae a political party after 

Mm* when the writer of a Hew fork newspaper asked in an 

e d i t o r i a l t
 tfW!» i s ©mr ables t and aoat conspicuous pr ivate 

oitisea?# Joseph Hallister replied that Hark Twain was "the 

CU*eatest «a of his day la private life, and entitled to the 
5? 

fullest m % m m of recognition.* Twain replied only with 

56 4 57 
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a word of te®riksf trnel did notf even In Jes t , encourage tfc*t 

tiny seed of a Presidential booa* ?fe hat been called ft 

because Ms sele prarpose for being its poli t ic# 

vat to do *$«?% h® coold fo r the betteraent of Ms people* 



chapter i¥ 

poiracs AMD s t m m t 

Slavery had a profound inflwewse upon American life 

ICtob &M the Civil bar and Reconstruction ex-

tended its effects throughout the lifetime of Mafic fvaSit# • 

Ssis jpesloti in Jmtxlettn history had two uajoi* c&ftvacterls* 

tics* flit first vas the rapid growth and expansion, for ttMi 

frontier of settlement which in 1820 touabe* l*3s» 8H« t van 

aerobe Ohiof southern Xndla&ft matI ZlHaods nod into t$ta*oai&y 

aoi tlaen riUKjOy to fl&d&L* Tennesaeo aaad Iml 

lay 1060 re&ci»t mjaaMK>tat Kansas, EMKmakftt to/kmmutf Torn,® 

and had Jumped to the pacific* 

A aeoond oiuunetftvistlo of t&a pwfoi «ss ttw sharp 4to» 

velopnent of seetioialisffl,# Throughout the aiifil© period of 

the nineteenth oratory the sections of the tMtei States 

struggled to secure from a coasaon central governaent leg! sift* 

tion favorable to their mriei- aug conflicting interests* 

Slavery was the aost outstanding of these conflicting interest* • 

32e leaders of each section sought oooblnatlorts vith other 
2 

pactions and fanned sectional consciousness to nev heat* 

1 
Avery Craven* the Coalae of the? Civil Wart p. 3. 

2 
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Bitterness Increased with each sectional conflictf feelings 

bee«ne mm ±ntmm tmtll at Isst coaproadae was no linger 

pmnit*!## 

'JnparaHelet! expansion only served to aagmify «ml in-

tensify sectional Mff&mmms am5 to ?ai«@ the Question «f 

Constitutional rights in file spread of slfiVsrry to the m m 

terrl tory. Pol5 tical parties be cane sectional* rather that! 

national In character* Frets X$tO to i860 every presidential 

eaispitigjt isnrolwd the slavery question* 

Aristocrats or large plantation owners in the Sooth 

ve*e not nunarotts, In 186© only %8f566 persons baltf twenty 

or n*?e slsws««t fSNfeer sufficient to tew constituted a 
3 

B-lantAtiea force or to bsve reqpjLred an overseer. Tha | m l 

feoey of Sovt3anraan» Mtiftfl to the wMAM elans in botij m 

econoit&c su5 a social sense* 8©s» of t3»se TO**. 

quired a few slavas to help them* tiling them much as hired 

help was used elsewhere. Gradually, under tbe ttorthftm 

attach on slavery iM the la&ga group of ta£Ub£to» 

class Southern people can* to defend the iat#»ats and fusil* 

tutions of the comparatively few aristocrats at the top a«® 
k 

to porctit than to symbolise all southern mines*. The presence 

of tfse Hegro oade a race problefi «rvS sw3@ the 

to keep this ̂ region a white Mn f* country the oeafml teen® 
5? 

©f £kmthern. M story t for the South was «»r me®*»eon«slefi»# 
3 f. if 
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Mark Tw&ln's recognition of these conditions Is indicated 

by M s statement in ̂  Coyiftfegtlciit Xfrnk̂ e la Efene. Arthur*a 

Court that the |w®rty~iitrtel»» st&Jeets of feudal England 

resLnded ftl» of felio emmxA® conditions oaf M s otm owitryt 

It® •poor wl&tes' of our South v&o vat* always 
despised and frequently insulted 1*7 the slave-lords 
around them, and who &m4 their bom oond&tjUni sMply 
to the presenee of slavery la their stdstf t#®» yet 
pusillani&*aialy ready to aide witfo tint slave-lords 
in all political soves for the upholding and perpetu»» 
tliyof slavery* entf did also finally shoulder their 
gaskets and pour out their lives ia an effort to p«*» 
v®nt the destruction of that wry ingtittttioa which 
degraded theau6 

flie first indication that slavery sight 1see«» a sec-

tional issue appeared in the debates la Congress over the 

Missouri Compromise* ft® antl«slavevy movement w <i±vid«i 

into two distinct centers of action* Cm developed In the 

industrial areaj of Wm Sigl&nd led by Vfilitaa Lloyd Garr±~ 

son. The result of the Garrison oovemant was that hatred of 
f 

the South supplanted love of the ffegro, 

the other group of anti-slavery workers centered in 

upper lew York and the farther Iforthwest and vas directed 

by xheodore v/eld« The latter | ^ believed in aotdLcat so 

anti-slavery soon organized a political party and launched 

a propaganda campaign. vttlaot Pyoviso^ tbe Ccapres&s# 

6 
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7 
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of 1850, the Bred Scott decision, the Ksmm^SBbrmtm Act, 

the Lincolrx-Doticl^s debates a l l express slavery as a 

po l i t i ca l i s sue . The jsovciwart against slavery had been 

taken ont of the hands of those l ega l i s t s vho had atarted I t 

ami turned over to the po l i t i c ians . 

flm Republican Party could draw tc i t s support a l l the 

acrol forces behind the opposition to sietwtry and j&r&ff* I t * 

p o l i t i c a l progrsns i n t. ems of Mright" ark! 'Vrong." I t 

ccul£ also re-present the ciaterlal in te res t s of the Mictions 
8 

now in conf l ic t v i th the South* Abraham. t lneoln regarded th® 

Hepublican Party, rather than the pro-alavery Democrats, as 

the true exponents of Je f fe rson ' s doctrine of putting "the 

nan before the dollar** Isrt v i th iu twenty ysers a f t e r I&a«-

coin ' s assassination Ms own po l i t i c a l brethren, having 

meanwhile entered in to a partnership vi th Big Business, had 
9 

reversed the ecphaais betveen nan and dollar* 

Marl: I'waln vas not a t the time mtt t re enough e i the r l a 

nind or nsoral outlook to sense the true cleaning: : of the 
10 

s t ruggle . He vas involved very br ie f ly in the Civil w&r 

In 1861 v/hen as a loyal son. of JfiLssouri, he enrolled in a 

Confederate regiment. His active service lasted only s tout ' 13 
Ib id . , $• 226. 

9 

A. wiclxlesinger, Paths to the i-i*esent. p . 80. 
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two ana lie spent the raoMlnltte was? y©ar« i a Hfcvada 

^mm tfc© eoofl iet se®»d rassot®. Aft«v going tto*tf h® 

3©la»d tJ» rast of Ms faulty in peo-Halotw Train 

hm been called a aa^Southearalssed Southerner, a a©jmtolieiiiif 

and a per*o& utio «a* eoapletety northern i a M« atttta&c* 

S® was not s tr ict ly nay ttmmf bomum b® had $smm np 

in the ante»t>ellufli south where i l a w r was aecept«ni m m 

ImtitnUm* Be Ma a a«#p aiwpath r̂ fop «ai m 

of the colored v«ee* Twain*• hatwi for the laet l tut iea «f 

*l*v*yy wa» w 4#®f aafi t i tter* hut h© 446 » t eimpietety 

emrtmm tto* Smith# Be understood tbe> situation feexv, 

i a Hannibal the Negroes had been eoateat *ith their etataa 

m& fairly ve i l treated A s law was wry mMm separated 

from Ms family* ana a *ai«g®r tveder was loathed hy ewry* 
VL 

t»«y* 

Sam CXaseits said he aswtr forgot th© sight of a ooff le 

of slaves in 3*nnifealy lying on the peveaeat waiting «hip»» 

Mat down the river* v i th the "saddeet tams I have war 
I t 

Mutfe9* mitl&gs reveal Ms thoughts «®t the a l m s ? 

«p»siio&» For exaaple, elsewhere in hi* ItftolftaiBMto ** 
refer# to s lmmy as % bald* grotesque, art uawfi«iit*tt« 

13 
usarpetlaw* ' Slavery M n t S not orOy the s law hiss©If t 

U 12 
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tat Strain ballev&6 that *it «tttpefia4 everybody*s humanity," 

m mvmml of ttw quotations f m M s pobllshad voxks will 

gt»l£# 

Being «*M wdoim the was a fate worse then death* 

la l U m «» slaves wti© Ma etcOftB a «ttll 

a«mat of money fmm Percy Drls&oll mm told they weald lie 

sold locally Instead of to a slave trader* they were over~ 

Joyed sad felssed atis«olXfs feet« St* eatfaar ®3̂ 1&iti©<If "They 

m m sincere, tm like a god &e &ai #t»t«t»8 f M h M s sdghty 
1% 

hand ®M etosed ths gates of Mil against thsa#* 

la explaining the petty tisSiwr ctf ̂  slaws* fwain 

said | "fhey h&a an unfair show la the battle of ltf% and 

they held it no •&» to tstee Military advantage of ttm eneasy 
IS 

«—ln a snail v*y» # «w Ha continues, «ytag that the iigio 

«le pevfeetly aw© that la taking this trifle fre® the m m 

idio daily robbed M a of «a inestl&abXe tr®asw@—Ms liberty 

—#» was not cowl t ting «qp sin tfact God would reawaSwr 
16 

against M a to tfee last S»«l Cay*'* 

After B©2sy#s m had soli her dewa ttm river and she had 

managed to escape, she explained the plantation systeai 
WnftWiiittmijijit'nmifffritj Trf,nrTjt1|i-)|(f,nittffiWTT|lrTl|Tr;r^TfiWr---TT^-1f~^^ 

lif 15 
tok3. m , 17* £&&*» p» 15* 

16 
lM.il.-# f p* 16* 
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Bat mmmmr mm a faiiu too, ontta Mnr Englan#| 
mm anybody down South Mn te l l yog %t»t Ait saasw Day 
teows how to vovk n s&ggasr to daath, en day Ismw« hoi? 
to vhala %% too~-whal« #»s t i l l day M^cs Is welted 
life® « wshboard» 1? 

*?llllaa Dean Bewails said, *Jte nan awra perfectly 
IS 

#®ag®i iM ®b» #fttlf®ly aHiorrai slavery* * • Tb@ 

pmctim of to oitd«ta*s' ^ratifying slavery fey tha 31bla 

vac mmlf a wans of denying buma rights to as oppsNMsaA 

x«ce» Maris IVaia asde this atataaant l a hit? AatobioggaiiHr* 
la sty schoolboy dtyt 1 had mo aversion to slav«nr« 

I was not mmm that there ms worthing wrong abcait i t . 
m om arraigned I t la hearings tha toeal j»p«M 
said mtMm against i t j the local ptiLf&t taught m 
that 6©i approvad l t t that i t was a holy thing, and 
that the dossier a m only look la tfc* Bibla if 2* 
wl&km4 to set t le M# slaA—tand than th» text* 
rand aloud to as to male# the matt®* «»«§ If the slaves 
themselves had an aversion to slavery, ISiey were *t«« 
sM said aothlag# If 

f%rkf# father ha# a l m m owned slaves, and Ms nothep 

accepted the Institution aa "righteous and sacred," toeoataMi 

aha hai heaad i t upheld in the pulpit* Jan© Claum* *»« a 

vary fcloMiaarted vcuaanj therefore, she tespered tint opens** 
20 

tiona of tlit systesi with a MisSly heart* Whsa Hurte eooplalaed 

about the tinging of fee l i t t l e slave toy win© vorfeei for the 

fastily la Hwinibal| hie mother said, 

17 
IM&** » • 

i%^©« Howe l i s t Jfg Mark 3 r̂ala« p» 35* 101# 

20 
P« sector, oar.; Cle arena of SaMilMly p# /%* 



MThlnk; Im i s sold away tram Ms siw i s 
in a thousand miles i v m baam# mfi be wi l l 
nercp sea l»r again, poor thing* Whaa ha i< 
it Is a sign that bo is not grieving | the noise of I t 
drives * ala&it distracted, but I m always l i s ten-
ing aiKi always ttwftfalf i t would break rey heart i f 

On tt» treatment of slmmw in gaffe. fiaaiai< 

3* explains that cuffiag was th* usual way of «xp&Blsdag 

ana's d*slfe« to a sMv% and that these e&ffs m m never 

resented* S#eitjg a whit© utt Mttiug a astivs bell-hop in 

India, Mark said, 

1 hadnH seen the UJte of ttd* for f i f t y ywsv#« 
I t t» hnek to W boyhood##*•I was able to 
reiaeiafser thst the siethod s®«®d right and natural i a 
those days* I feeing born to I t aad m i p that alM* 
where there m m other oethodss tefe I was also alias 
to »f»ffih©y that those oof fine* sad* m 
sorry for the v iet ia « a ashamed for Mm. punisher. % 
father wis « raflnsd kindly gentl«mksu vaasgr gravs* 
ratter and of rigid proMty* a sternly just 
and upright m b « h A pmishei oe ©aly twice «a£ tin 
other M t o D f the family not at aljU*«*yet h® o©»~ 
aonljr cttffed w harmless -slaw® toy Lewis t m any 
l i t t l e bltm&er w a^»a»fli»;ss and f i n gave M® a lash-
lug a w sad than, iftdsb tsvrifled the poor thing nearly 
out ©f his wits, My father had passed Ms l i f e anong 
his s laws , fi'oa Ma ovadlt up* aai Ms eofflogs pro-
ceeded from the emrtOHi of ths tlaes* Kit from Ms 

• u a 

l a a sinllar passage in the original script of 

Judge Clemens had la shad I/jwis j hut ID isargiA 

Idvy had penciled* *1 tat# to hart# yem- father j&etwed as 

lashing a s law boy«w 

edited by A* B# Paine, 



m. 

Mark Twain repl ied, w I t f s ea t , and cqr f a t t e r i s vMte* 

watted."3 3 

John M» Clemens i n l5t*l W s i t o a i Circuit Cotirt J«ry 

at Palasyra ana neait to the penitentiary for tv t l i v fern® 

three abol i t ion is t s , wfa© bad tr ied to hel# f ive slaves es» 

oupe# Xears l a t e r tfaifc Twain wrote "A Scrap of Curious 

History*n akout the way in vhich martyrdom noagtshed the 

mum of abolit ion l a Missouri in tlie ftlto in 

that year C t e o s had » 3 e a long t r i p , #xi»©ttfsg to s e l l a 

slave, Charley, in Sev Orleans or but tie eotiM not 

get enough fo r t t * negro* fine Judge hni w i t ten a l e t t e r 

heat tolling of Ms plans, and wl»n Hark twain saw the l e t t e r 

l a the family papers ttany years l a t e r , he consented wryly 

*» M s father*s aention of Charley as i f the nan had 

an ftoat&oiy e l s e ' s oac* I t aalces « twsdy 2mmm* 
sick for Charley* even a f t e r f i f t y years. 'JSfcuMik God 1 
iiev© no recollection of h i s as tense sermnt of ours | 
th»t i s to say, playmate of Bii*j fo r I ma play-state 
to a l l the niggers, preferring the i r society to that 
of the elect* I being a person of low-down tas tes 
f*e« the s tar t* w i t h s t a n d i n g asy high b i r th , aai 
ever ready to forsake the cotasnsioa of high souls i f 
I could s t r ike anything nearer ay gra<3©»25 

23 
Weeter, £&* P* 73» 

IM£«t p* 'A* 

25 
Quoted in %'ecter, fit* fil£*v P* 75» 
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When the finances of the dmexuraft w w in such s t r a i t * 

«aetf circumstances, i t yas necessary to s e l l Jennie, the slave 

g i r l ufeo to£ i t w t l as "H»n»y" to Marie and t t » younger eMl* 

d*en* fill© had been « "saasy" Mgm moA hmn whippet! « 

tiste or two fey Judge Claa®!®* Hark Twain p i i i tb» tu i t ion 

through I s l e f o r a t l e a s t one Hegro m M s part <*f 

the reparation, da* from e w f | vMt« to every blsMsJs a n * 

Hi© t rag ic irony of %l»®# mlMti&m betwesn ©lack 

slaves white M a t e r s wight never have revealed I t s e l f t o 

S@a CImmrs* aind i f he had s e t spent several awmaers a t WL® 
27 

uncle ' s fans• His own family had grown too poor to own 

slaves a f t e r mm was seven oer eipht years o ld , tot a t John 

Ctuuftes* fens there were amqr Nfegroe* whoa t l » 'tmy grew to 

know and love. *Xt was on the farm that I got ay strong 

l iking f o r M§ race and ay appreciation of cer ta in of I t s 

f l ue Qual i t ies ," Marie said in speaking ©f Uncle Ban1!, M s 
28 

model f o r fllgeer Jim* fhc children vere entertained vitto 

&M t a l e s , gossip, and supers t i t ion , so that they believed 

in s p e l l s , efeersss, and bad-luck signs» Many axaapl©# of 

ffegr© fo lk lo re appear in £og £ g m r awl ££& 
26 

Stove l i s , ££• cit»» P« 35'. 

27 
Vecter, $£• <4t»T p . 99* 

28 
Works,. XXXVI, 100. 



63 

Besides fflgt«f Ji»* Boxy I s Twain's be«t*4a®ws. itegTO 

character , aafi- probably the strongest voaan In any of b i s 

bo©li®» In MML ĵaliaatf Milmm she tms obaiiged with fea* 

own baby ani tha Drisooli baby* Key son to#a«»» w r y arrogant 

mm sd 8 t rea t 9 her as th@ young o u t e r , and the author dassaribas 

l w actions* Ttoxy approached fe*r son with a l l Vtm "wheedling 

®M supplicating s e r v i l i t i e s that f e a r and in te res t can in* 

part to the words and a t t i todaa of the bom slave# ̂ However* 

•he w » happy? happy mA pro«df " for t t d s hmt tie* son, h®# 

ni fgar son, lording i t aascng t l * whites and securely araeqf* 
30 

lag the i r crime® against her race-#* 

After Soxy has told Xba Driecoll that ha I s bar son, 

tha pla int ive query i a made by Toa, 
Why vera a l fger* *a& whites nade? kfoet did 

tha uncreated f i r s t nigger coraait that the curse of 
b i r th was deforce* f o r his? And why i a t h i s awful dig* 
f arenas node between white atid black?•••Bow h » € the 
nigger*a f a t a s©#w t th i s aarning~~y*t u n t i l Mat 
night sraeh a tfsemglt never entered ay head#31 

The s a t i r e i s b i t t e r in the gate© book when ?o», the murderer, 

i s grantea a pardon by the Governor as soon as he understands 

the ease . The creditors explain to hi» that the nan i s worth 

a t l eas t a thousand dollar* i f he eats be sold down tha river* 

&% the age of tea Sam c lessens h&<& mmn m white overseer 

" f l ing a Ivmp of iron-ore a t a #Iaw«iaafi i n auger, f o r Measly 

27 30 
7&« IMA** P* &2» 

31 
2M4«t P* 3^* 



doing something awkwardly, • *£• v&s dead i n an hottr»*,it sneiiei 

a p i t i f t i l thing and wmrnhm wrong, Ktofeody I s the village. ap-

proved of tliat su?i«yf but of course no one said mmh about 
32 

it#1* He I s sop® tisfsli i n & canceled passage in the Auto* 

Magyapfay. about the t t » Incident * . « »"everybody » e a t i ±n» 

d i f f e ren t cbout regarded the cl^ve—though conaidor-

able sympathy »aa f e l t f o r the alave1* ovner$ -who bad been 

beref t of valuable property by a worthiesa person vho wu 
33 

not abio to pay fo r i t . " 

Mmsturep. g£ toiaklsimrrx u s u a l l y c o n s i d e r e d 

Hark 1 wain's greatest book, vaa published i n 1886# Much 

of the s a t i r e l a Hock i s s»?el and soc ia l , rather than po-

l l t ica i* However) the those of the story i s Hack's atrugEle 

to vXn freedom fo r himself and f o r Jifs» !iMs struggle eentttts 

conf l i c t between Fuck's sornl in tu i t ion and Ma conventional 

conscience* In Ms flotebook Hark Twain had th is to my about 

slavery: 
This i s to suggest that the thing i a fas® which 

aakea M® cruel to a wtmm l a i a Mh peroanently and 
wi l l not be rooted out f o r a million years* To ads&t 
tha t slavery e x i s t s i a any country i s to adtait that 
you raay describe any forts of b ra ta l treatment vhioh 

can imagine aisa go there «n6 f ind i t has been 
imagined Mi. applied b«ffoj*e ywu ^ 

K l » 18~19. 

^Quoted i a t e e t e r , elt« t . pm 290* 

3^ 
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i&ggQT Jls» Irncom-s the oost advisable character la tl 

book, flg«r© of dignity ant! heroism* Tfcc evils of slavery 

and the virtue ami depravity of atari's heart #re emphasised? 

in edition, tbe ironies of whit© (Christian, sitpwisey « ® 

satirised by "iVain, the emancipated S o u t h e r n e r . ^ 5 Finn1® 

report tK- Atmt Sally Phslp* about "a- steamboat txplosioa in 

vhleh, luckily, m cno was hurt, although it *kilte d « nig««r»* 

Is Mai most f&sxms comment on slavery# 

This is the entire 

*It warn't the gronndlog^thet didn't keep m 
bad: fell a lit lie ̂ bloued out a 

•Good gracious J anybody hurt? * 
*3e •&?* Killed a nigger.1 

•Well, it's luckyf because sonatlses noople do 
get hurt../ 36 

Huck adedts to Tea timt black Uncle Jake has befriended 

M m and adds, 

•That's a sighty good nigger9 fern# He likes 33% 
be cur I don't ever act as If I was above Ms* E«i#» 
ti« I've sot right down and eat yltfe Ma# But you 
needn*t tell that. I body's got to do thing* v!»n 
lie*3 awful hungry he wouldn't want to do as a steady 

§ 
# 37 

Huefc ®nS /agger Jin? have only one disagre anient and that 

is on the occasion of their separation by the fog* Jim tm» 

xaourned Hock as dead, but a w he awakes, he finds that Hack 

lias returned and is overjoyed, îuok tricks Jim into 

35 ' 36 
tieeter, ts, &£.» p. 100* HastoU XIII, 306« 

37 
£&£fcftt W I f 228, 
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Relieving that the incident wo3 a droam until dawn when the 

evidence of tha debris of lraves and the broken oar prove Hie 

,$€#c#f thsn Jir.*s pride i s tet. 

Jia looked at the trash, and thon looked at me, 
and back at ifee trash again# Be had got the dreata 
fixed so strong in his head that ho couldn't sê m to 
shake i t loose and the facts hack into its- place 
apdft right away* Mt when lie did gat the thing 
straightened asotsad h© looked at ae steady without 
ewr sailing, •&& sayst 

«%1»t do 4#y stan* for? l*m gwyne to t e l l you# 
When I got a l l wore ont wid vorfst en wid da callin' 
for y®% en wot to sleep, ay heart wsk mo#1 brefco 
betes so yoti vuz los*, on I didn# k'yer m m » vhat 
becaroe or ®@ en do mf t

m Sn when I vafee up and fin® 
you beck a gal a. a l l safe en sown*, de tears cose, en 
I could a got down, on my kne-oa en kiss yo* foot, I f s 
so thankful. En a l l you vt!2 tMnMa* •boait vn* hew 
yon could mk& a fool uv ol« Jim vid a lie,* Bat track 
dah i s trash} on. trash i s vhat people la dat puts dirt 
en do head er doy fpen's en sake3 *en ashamed•* 

Then he get tip slow and walked to the \dtgwasu and 
went ia there vithcut saying anything but that, 36 

Huek*s one last dim vestige cf pride cf status, his sense of 

his position as a white man, wholly vanishest ?,It was f i f -

teen mi:tuUs before I could woric siyse If up to go and httnble 

®ysslf to a nigger$ but I done i t , mad I warn** sorry for i t 
39 

afterwards either.* 

When Jim thought the raft had almost reacbcd Cairo, he 

talked about ^hat lie would do after getting to free territory# 

Back's Torsion, of this reveals Ms Soothers ontloeicl 

38 
mM, XXII t 119-120. 
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J i* taUwft out loui a l l th@ tlttr wMM 1 ms. 
Wkinf to i t se l f • 1® m» ^ to* ftm% tMmg 
lie wouia do when h© got to a f»*e s ta te i» woald go 
to saving m# aoney audi a ro j r sj^nd m slag3b@ ««#%<* ins! 
nthtun he got enough he vonlcl buy Ma v i f« , v-.'hich was 
« a t i on a f a m close to where H p Watson lived5 and 
t t»a thsjr w H both veife to buy tbi» two @Mltfwsstt sad 
i f thai? ssa«i«:r i w M a H j t l l th®»t they'd get m 
A^flltlonliEt to go as$ steel thorn* 

I t aost fyase m to Imsi* such talk# He wosld&'t 
i w d a » i to t&lte stieh talk in Ms l i f e before* Jtost 
TO© tthet a iiJTeveiMNr i t mad# in hies the? slant® tm 
lodged be was abowt £TC®#*##H@r© ¥@3 this aiggor| wMoh 
I had *# good as helped to 3res away# oofldog n ^ i oat 
fletHTooted and saying lit wmM s teel Ms clilldren—. 
children that ba longed to « m a 1 didn' t even knovf a 
mn that hadn't ever <S©w m m hmm* 

1 vas sorry to I»&r «3is say tha t , I t was sash a 
Icwerlug of 

the ollm&x of Huek litifi. ecws when Buck discards to* 

eede of IT Southern boy and deeldes to help Jin 1A his ©e~ 

oape from sSsmvj* sa t i r ic bril l iance of tfce episode 

M#s l a Bogle's solving h i t problea, not by doing "right" 

but by doing "wrong** 1&* ©owoitii©* to l l s M® that ho 

susst » t i r a Mm to alarvevy* He teUinis that hm 

Aboil tloaalsts | lie doe* not ojse&ly eendei&it slavery, but M» 

m m ! c r i s i s wake* htm question the reapeetebl* aor i l i ty 

of Mn dey# He thiitita about some of the tMug-ss which ao» 

ooapaay ^songs-lie#11 c ivi l izat ion and wonders %?fay Hum 

things , ,doa it mm- rlgfot* According to his aaral sense of 

deoenoy and trnmrnXt^Mrdrnm^ 

Hock said, «g©» seeing that paper with his note to !&** 

Zbid»» pp. 123»12b>* 
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I t was a close place* I took I t up, and held i t 
in my hand* 1 vat «~tresffillt]g» because IM got to d*» 
cide. forewr, betwixt two things, and I knoved it# I 
studied a sort of Isold lag breath* and then 
mfB to 8^S€?lf* 

•All right, then, I ' l l go to hell*—and tore i t 
up# And I know I t was awful thoughts aaS awful words, 
but ftusy wan said* And I let thea stay saidj and m w 
thought no a m abemt reforming* I showed the wttoXe 
thing out of mf iiead'i and said I waM ttffc* tip wldced* 
liens again, which was In ®$ U j » t being brong W to 
l t f and the other wamU,**** Vl 

In the saetlaft miwm Hunk's *eld mas goes for the gtw* 

merit," I§trk TVain expresses Ills idea of the ignorant. i l l i t~ 

erate plx»y~woode lawbreaker who ia always criticising the 

gw«wwitt. 2his type of "poor wMte trash* opposed both 

the fvaeltig of the negroes « i aw lapwing of their living 

conditions* the ignorant and uninfarBed warn aUawed the 

right to vote i s aany states wh©r© th© edtuftted legro mm not 

given that right* Speaking of tJ» iteg*o pmtmmw# Pup said, 

they said he was a pressor in a college, and 
could talk a l l kinds of languages, and teewei ©wry-
thing» And that ain*t th@ wist* Thay said h® could mwftam he was at tmsu Veil, that let at out* 

s Xt what ia the country a-coai&g tot I t was vlection «ay# and I was just about to go and wfc# sop* 
self If 1 wara't too druiik to get there§ bat whett they 
told me there was a state i a this country where ifwy*# 
let that nigger wta f I drawed out* 1 says 1*11 never 
?ot@ again* *t2 

Pap inquired as to wfey the TJegro was not put up at auction 

and sold* Be waa told that he could not be sold until he 

*fl 
Ibid** p* 

i i i i . , PP. 37-38. 
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had been in the state six months* To vhich Pap Fiim 

replied, 

flaw#, nc*r-~that,s a speeiaen* Thmf call that 4 
gorment that «aaft Mil a aiggfti? till h»*« bsoa 
in the state si* ssonths* Here's a govs* at that caH« 
itself a &mmnt$ atttfl yet'a got to feet stock-still 
for six vhole wtiths before It can take a-hol<3 of a 
prowling* thievingt infernalt i&lt*««ixli

>tftd free 
slggtr,. *3 

itafe Tuain himself speaks out against the |wy «y#te» 

and soli violence through Colonel Sherbum's speech to the 

lyaeMisg party, one of the bitterest parts of the book# 

la regard to lysoMisg, the oolowel tells the «®bt 

fhe pitiful* at thing oat is a *obf that's what m 
mrw is—a *ob) they don't fight with courage that's 
bora la theia, out with m m m m that • borrowd fro® 
their aass* and fro® their offietrft* Bat a mob ifttfcoot 
any mm at the head of it is beneath pltlftdBSM* Hew 
the thing f « .ay to So is to droop f&m? tails $& 
Iwm bM &ml%m a hol@» If mmf real lynching1* giving 
to fee clone it ;¥ill te tone in the dark, Southern fashiofif 
and whett they eon© they* 11 teeing their iaaslcsf and fateh 
« ami along* Mi-

•is--ait eloigtieat pce» 

QmMtiOMa!,, &gfeta la Oag 

tothsar.fs Court, a satire oa oppression «afi rt&© by tfc* privi~ . 

leged few* latter outlines Wmk twain13 t m i M m m M l J* 

ideas abottt the foundations of organised sooiety* It was a 

deliberate ana sostalnftd effort to write satire and contains 

a eoaplete statement of m g m m p beliefs* a satire ©a high 

^3 , Mf 
p. 38. M n P. 20J. 
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tariffs, the practices of corporations, and on the squalor 

«f *poor whites#* Twain struck at the caste sy«t«a of his 

dty, for be was appalled at the callous attittde of the 

wealthy classes toward the poor, starving children in the 

world* The book is a *noble and passionate expression of 
l#5 

an ideal of freedom** 

Be Veto states that one purpose of j Conneetieot amfrgpa-

is to confront privilege with husiaolty and "to display tt»» 

conditions of slavery wrought by the King and the Catholic 

Church* Mark Twain urges revolution as the solution! 
fMs Avetdltel aafttr brought frea tbeaft down-

troddan people TO outburst of rag® «gain#t their 
oppressors* fhay had bean heritors and subjects of 
cruelty mm5 outrage so long that nothing coaM have 
startled tt»a but a klndasss* 'ies, her© was s 
curious revelation, indeed, of tt» depth to which 
these pao$2* hai stsife in slavery* k>& 

3fuek iValn described the subjects as followss 

Use most of rcing Arthur's Sritlsh nation wmm 
pir# and simple, and bore that natne, &M vom the iron 
collar on their aeci»$ and the rest were slaves ia 
fact, but without the unmet they imagined tlmmmlm-® 
m m nod freeaen, and called themselves so.. ft# truth 
was, the nation a« a body was in the world for one 
object, and one only* to grovel before Icing and 
Church and aobl** to slaw for then, sireat blood for 
thaa«**And for all tMi# the thanks they got were miffs 
and contempt} «afi m pooaMtytrlte* mm they that they 
took even this sort of attention as an honorA7 

Hotter XX?, Preface, xiii* 

||^ 

IfcUUt P* 170* 2&UL*» Mi 



Speaking of the inherited prisoners about vikmrn nothing 

was known aa& who were? «©»idertd of no value By th® quesity 

the ftaks« mstel, •Then why la the world didn't you set than 

8lte did not know %fe.y she hadn'tf the thittg had nevear 

coa© up in her alad* "It s#«m®i plain to m mmt that win* 

her training) those inherited prisoners "mm merely property--
M5 

nothing «oref nothing less*
# This statement is an echo of 

what Hark Twain said about slavery in his own eot«try» 

A tex*rible description of the lashing of a young nother, 

which occurs as the pilgrims ride fay, brings forth M,§t#r 

coMwats fro»a tte ¥ahkc-et 
M l mm pilaris® looted oa ana owamiteA-*m the 

expert way ia mtiiefa the whip was handled• S*y were 
too isuoh hardened by lifelong every~day faffiiliarity 
with sl&v&ry to notiee that there was anything else in 
the exhibition that invited cosuant* This was what 
slavery could do, ia th# my of ossifying what say' 
call the superior lobe of basait feeling; for these pil-
grims were kind-hearted peo]»lef mad they would not have 
allowed that mm to treat a hors* like that* 

If 1 lived am? prospered I weald fee the death of 
slavery* that 1 was resolved upon; feat 1 would fry to 
fix It .so that when I became its examtSooer it showld 
be by oonoand of the nation* 

file slave girl is separated fro® her husband | this wis am 

of the conditions of slavery which seeasd unendurable to 

Hulc Twain* lie said, 

*M*And the husband ar*d father, with his wife aai ch£3d 
§e»t never to be g#«t by his again ia Mfef^well, the 
look of hiss on# might not hmr at all* and so I twraed 
awmyj bat I tew I shon3d never gut his picture out of 

tf p* 160# X.bĵ * y p* 189* 



ny idad again, and iher© it is to this d&y, to wrli 
agr hear*~atriags vftia&svar J think of it. 5© 
Hnfe twain m®3£m& that vhan a social ays tea suoih as 

or slmmwf had teaa destroyed, ihm roots of ex-
ploitation had sot tai destroyed, The tendency to axplot* 
tation na® a permanent part of foustan natur*# and it was fro* 
these roots' that slavary and othb? evil institutions sprmnf. 
Tfcsia feelierod tiast the preoassas of selflj&nass and camp* 
tioa coiild m ; to© «ii®iisat#i| but mtlkf mmM the 
pm«ise> of i#ao©ra«3f and reason* 

The €®iia§#tiis&t Strife©© goes ©» to explain the mil® of 
slavery in tiny forai 1,?he bloating effects of slavery apoa 
the slaveholder's storal perceptions ara known and conceded 
the world over? aai a privileged class, an aristocracy, is 
but a band of slaveholder* under another naa»»* 

t3» repulsive fta'tar© ©f aMwrjr Is tli© *hiyatt not its aaat« One neada teat to fm&t an sadstoeiiit 
ajwtals, of the classes that mm below Ma to m®ogni»—• 
a.sd ill bat indifferently modified »earar«~-th« wry 
air and tone of the actual slaveholder; and beJiind 
toes* are the slaveholder's spirit, the slaveholder's 
blunted f##limg# Shay mm the s*es»X% of the sane 
in both om«8'i the pmm&sm'*9 old and iaJ»r«d oustcm 
of regarding himself n# a superior being* 51 
Mark Twain stated that the "poor white* who helped tha 

slav«~lord during the Civil tear secretly detested the aris-
tocrat* Be says through the Suticee* 

50 51 
Ibid»y p* 190. lbid.t pp. 233~$3fc» 
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Ana there vas only one redeeming feature connected 
with that pitiful piece of history5 and • that nu, 
that secrotly the 'poor whit#' did detest the slaw* 
lord, and did feel Ms «a sbaa©* Hiat feeling was 
act temigtit to the surface, tatt the fact that it »s 
there and could have been brought out, under favoring 
circumstances vas so»ething~<-ln fact, it was enough; 
for It ahovstf that a nan Is at boftoa a aan* after ' • 
all, even if it dossn*t ahan on the outside* 52 

irofiioaliy the Xanikee tells of Ms feelings at the 

slave auction* 

The earl pat us up and sold us at auction* 
2bis sa® infernal 1mm haS existed la mtr own South, 
in ssy own tiiae, mm than thirteen hundred years 
later« and wnfat it fcnafcred* of freeosn ite @©oM 
not prove that they were free»en had been 3old in-
to life-long slavery uttftout the e&reuastanee ask-
ing any particular iap?easion upon ssej but the 
ftlzxttte law and the auction bio elk earae into ay per-
sonal experience, a thing which had been merely ia* 
proper before becaoe suddenly hellish. Well, that's 
tlw wmf -m are aside* 53 

Mark Twain* a comparison of sixth century England and 

nineteenth oenttsry Aaerlea showed that slavery in any fora 

is odious, for it crashes the spirit and ignores the in-

dividual v / o r t h of man* Hark vas bitter over nan's inhnoanity 

to aan» Be felt that the regro'a position after eaancipa-

tion seeaed unfair• The Sepuhlican Party had been founded 

for the state] primary par pose of abolishing slavery, but 

soon after the war, the fiegroes w « little better off as 

sasf* than as slave## Twain believed that slavery bad acted 

on the lethargy of the poor whites and had produced aowatfciflg 

5a * S3 . 
iSifi. pp. 293-299. JMA., p. 3a, 
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of the flK»b*8 c rue l t y m w e l l as the gentyy^s f o o l i s h eh iv* 

a i r y . II© f e l t that tnllgfetenaesit cowld wAe m headway 

«g«tnst ignorance and b r u t a l i t y . A deraoeracy should al lew 

equal oppor tuni t ies tc a l l tt#si, regardless o f r&e#«\ ffe 

vould o f tan lecture f o r a colored congregation a f t e r r e fus -

ing to do m f o r a v h l t o group. His w i fe one# suggested, 
55 

*Con«i<?©r everyone colored u n t i l he i s proved 'white." 

Ifetwan slavery obvioualy had v i o l a ted deiaocratle i n -

s t i t u t i o n s more than any other © v i l of the day* As long 

aa tine slavery controversy had remained out o f c l i t i c s 

i t d id not portend a na t iona l d i sas te r , but vhen slavery-

end expansion vere l i nked , the f i g h t the extension 

of s lavery began• Because o f the I n t ens i t y o f the j » c t i « « l 

r i v a l r y , every • crreat p o l i t i c i a n o f the day was forced t o 

take a stand on the slavery issue. Th« p o l i t i c a l aa newer -

lug vhich gave Jajsms K» Polk the presidency widened the 

r i f t s in. an already badly d iv ided Peiaooratic Par ty . O l v i l 

W& bee&rat p r a c t i c a l l y i nev i t ab le when the nor thern and 

southern wing's of tfca T5eiaoer3tie Party s p l i t I n XS6&* The 

republ ican Party p la t form was c laa r on the Issue of slave#? 

expansion, and the Party owed ameh o f I t s ear l y s t rength t o 

tbs d issent ing Baaocrat* -who jednrti i t . Freedcae and slavery 

3* Be Vofco, Mark gMaiaf.a Americaf p* 29W, 

55 
ISicfe a a t o k P. 170. 



75 

beaanw? the dist insisting features of the North ami of the 

• 3outh» the Irreccncl la bio conflict of the politicians ?ir*» 

ally erupted in var» 

la 3peaking of the effects of tl«s w ? between the state#f 

'fttrfc '.twain recognized that the settlement of the slavery Isn* 

sue had a ouch aora profound inflissnce i& the South than in 

the Tfcrth • The Iforthem vexxm were very far r^aoved froa the 

war, and only about one rnmi in every five h»ti participated 

in tlie fighting. In the South nearly every axm foughtf anfl 

raost of tlie women saw the war first hand* as a topic of ecu* 

versa Won in tins South the war dwarfed all otters* JJark 

Twain once said. "In the £oit-h the war is what A«r• la els«~ 
56 

where; they 4ate froa it^" 

Twain felt t:at slax̂ ery in the polities of his own Say 

was the result of ma 1® tendency tc follow the beret* His 

cocsacnts on this character!stic of laar&lnc' are bitter* 

I»ook at the tyranny of party—at what is called 
party alle?:ience, party loyalty—« enare Invented bjr 
designing men for selfish yttrpoao»•—and which turns 
voters into chattels, slaves, rebbits, and ail the 
while their $&9tere, anO they themselves, w e shout-
ing rubbish etootst liberty, liidtepe*x$encw, fr^e^es of 
opinion, freedom of speech, honesty, mmnmtam 
of the fantastic contradiction? and forgettine or 
ignoring that their father aiuS the churches shouted 
the same ̂ l&gphe&les a geaeratlcfi earlier when ffeey 
•mm closing their doors again* the fcojaan slave, 
boating his harmful of htma defenders with Bible 

56 
Worftfl, FH t 363. 



torts and tmlltes, and pocketing instills aa£ licfe: 

tli© shoe® of his Southern aiaster* 57 

p " Marie Twain felt that the greatest good was liberty, 

antil the greatest evil was slavery-Hrfhether it m o tli® slawry 

of Stegreea is the South* op the slavery of the minions of a 

ssonarcii, or the spiritual slavery of church~goerat or Mi# 0 T 

slffterj of 4 corrupt nation. la his writings* en in Mji 

llfti Twain consistently assailed all types of bondag#. I 
, r - - - , - , - -~i ,--, L1 r • n i-wnnir-iiW*-

57 
Work*. XXXVII, 10-I1* 

58 
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wmmma mm mm$mm 

M&yfe Twain weofo mmh cm ttui subject of 

®M aoaarcfcy* tit&te h© was young, he w s fh© dbtagtai 4 t 

d w m i f i but fe#@©iaiiig disi l lusioned as he g&an o3Aarf hm 

f i n a l l y bagan to f»m tha t tail ©a s ight I w ® a mommhg* 

fix© mm t o t a l of th® tnflmm& of Ma ear ly mm 

aottl»ai»istoemtie * s%mm boyhood* M had tmIt a sf®j»ttajr 

ult l t oppeasaad* mhelllm against tyvarnqr* and m&m fm 
1 

tti® di¥ia t r ight of Mugs* Twain's f a i t h in isstooiweir died, 

beairaaa tse m M i t t l tha eorruptnas* of towina lur ing th» 

period vtdoh h© naa»<5 *t l» Gilded Aga** H o w w ) ha f a i t 

that a nation*s strength l i#g to- i t s coMicm j»©plir# l a had 

b©p@ that t t» adueatian of th® s s i m i wo ld halp daaoe&a«y 

to aodtir#* Hark Twain vrota tha t m tfcaaa peasants as» 

educated thay fflwill r i s a tip M i dsttand to ba i * g s v M as p«rt 
2 

^ai^Spw Hfflr'Wrfit ,mW %i& m fii uTiWiiii -tfrfi, 'niyjiL iiftii iiirti a w CKT w XSJ3MKEI IN!!©®# 

In Tha lEmoeantg Alwwd Twain bad thought that dSROoraoy 

was the greates t system of gotswaent aver davtsed and ^iat 

aoxtavehy based m haraditaxy t i t l e s was tha M a t atupid m& 

1 2 
l t e M t m # 82, Mo3»ks» XfXlXt 64* 
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jgraociful roirA of 'il&re a*« fttyons 

isteŝ f ilrtl Mgalaaa ttttaUitePSft 
la*s p$»st© notes sp? fnH 

11«s, !' 

of swathing taueaka on tMs anbjeat* Bsgiieilfis «ltti Ms 

eap&e* may of tbMMi coaaeata will be citoiS* 

igw of Korogofc Is &«»iW ia Sfaa lanqaaa&a 

m a sottll®® imp®t w2io oonftsoaiea to property of 

Ms lubjectti* In oftlef to oaoapc Ma all of tlw 

jelch ma in tto asj&?9 tw 

d»ss in i*a£S to counterfeit pe?3ftr*jr* 

tei*# fcb« Sqltaa of 1hwkeyt In « paramo in Papi«f ?§»*k 

'?vairt call* hirr "thw ̂prenNm-â î e of a p&Qp%a % nature 

msmmittirnm. and * coverzoEuit tH»«t Hur©@ d?#®#® a*t 
<# 

fyrat*E|f %piMsit̂ # Blood*" fWtlte;® «m la tt» ataxt twokf 
a very hlttaar danMaolatlon of tMs sultan is* mtfeM 

Be is a nan trfho «#e.e Ms paoj?ls wu3 #j>* 
jwmnwA % aottX&ftSft Mi sjj&i&g m» 
yord to igf« tluaĥ a mn wkm Smm Ms «ajd» 
A Mat upon tt* eartb—a d9g9ttM« pmtfty«#tvME«tt| 
a&*«amb20« %Mamm rngMimmtim of Siukar&aes# âisse, 
«ni fcmwtg't «at idlx tilt mmy tl» «ll8ll#' #«ff 
«f fclft trivial Xlf«t wad ttmn pt*» to Hi® <Juat «»S 
the* wmm Mi ltm it ®#f $ 

,* l# 71. »*§ Pt 2.20* 

&*« pm 122# 
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Mask. Twain, the d®»oe.ratf is shocked by the story toll 

of tlse teiMliig of the Gardens at Versaillesf for
 :hwa&m&» 

of poor peasants had died in order to tail this iptando* 

possible* 

Re (tools XI?) tools m tract of land sixty miles la 
circmsferense and set to work to make tMi paxfe-anft 
build this palaee and a road to It fro* Paris. Bit 
kept 3$y000 smmql aaptoysd dally ©a it« and thf' later 
wis so tNfttftlfiqr that thay -asei to mm auft be hauled 
off by aurt̂ lDads every sight# ttm wife of a noble-
aaa of the tla* speaks of M s as &ft *lntt>inrai«leaeef f 
but naively remrks that fit dots not mm worthy of 
attention la the happy stats of traaptlllty we row 
enjoy •* 6 

In Italy the author eondeao* Mm WMmntim princes mi tins 

artists for using these Tuarorthy persons as sobjaet# for 

their paintings* 

She dead mid tel Mediels «bo erwlly tyran-
nised ®ro? Florence and mm but for mm tw© 
hundred y©aw> are salted «»y in a elrels of mostly 
faults, and in tbslr sddst the Holy Septletire was to 
hne been sat ap» mrnm 

BajftiMl pictured such infernal villains as 
Catherine and lari© e:e Madid seated in tem aaft 
conversing familiarly vith the Virgin Jtery and the 
angels (to say nothing of higher personages). and 
yet a*y friends mine# se beesuse I fail sosse tines 
to aaa tha beauty that is in their productions# I 
cannot help bat is@ ltf new and then, tet X k@<tp on 
protesting against the growling spirit that could 
persuade those aasters to prostitute thair noble 
talents to tha adulation of saeli Boosters as tint 
F*enehy Venetian* «aft Florentine princes of two ana 
three htmdred years ago, all the sant* f 

ttflsftau II, 16̂ . 

7 
Works* Xf 267-2613. 
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Sm ohlvalrous code of the 034 South vas 1Amm6 «pOA 

Sir Walter Scott ty Mark t w i n , Be accused Scott of creat~ 

log the -rmmmm® f o r *«nk i a i east# i n the South* Tiraia 

said i n j a i t a J t e that Scott vas i n U r g e 

asasai* responsible f o r tfc* C i v i l War# Sfel* cod® of thtv* 

a iry mm a* a e r e l l e s s ®m deadly m mf ftatil systeou fh® 

duals and f e M s mm ridicttlous as v e i l as horrible* Pudd*jf» 

tat yxum ana iigatimrot Mm *»tai» «**&**« m tm.® 

ar i s tocra t i c cod* of ttm 034 South* 

Ths aristocracy i s d e p l e t e l a Hactk Plnn i n the a toy? 

of tli# Grangorf ordkShaiplierdson feud* Statin c a l l * Colon®! 

Grangerford a "gentleaan a l l w ? f * and so vas h i s family . 

R» t u t v e i l tern, as the saving i s t and that 1 * vorth as 
m i Itt m mm a* I t l # i n a terse, so ihs VMm Douglas 
sald« and nobody over denied that she w s of the f i r s t 
aristocracy i n oar townj and pap he mlnay* said I t* 
too . though ht v a m ' t a® store qual i ty than. a anneal 
M w s l f # 8 

Hock t o l l s of another c lan of aristocracy nearby, "they was 

a a hlgh~toned and veXMora and r ich and grani as the tr ibe 
9 

of Grangerfords#* 

Yl» s tojy of tii® feud i t s e l f i s orn of the most pathetic 

passages l a tti@ bode* The merciless feilliag mires Buck con* 

elude, "I vdshe<5 I hadn't m ? coae ashore that night to sea 
ID 

such things* I a ln*t ever going to get shut of thea»*«»* 

a 9 
Viê rfegs ̂  XXII} 1H6« p« lW» 

10 
it&fLu p* 16G» 
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After the two carpetbafgara aboard the raft, the 

old sin is net to be outdone by the BUke of ByMg#s?at«r« He 

makes tteia startling statement f "Yes, #y fdanS* it ia too 

tme—your eyes Is lookin* at thia aoaent on the pore di#~ 

appeared fceuphin^ &ooj the 3@wtti#«»# son of toy tha six* 
XX 

tees and Marry Antonette." Huek philosophises that ti»a« 

iiars ven not kings or di&ea at all, but |«»t Wlow~down 

humbugs and fxwida, * which was Marie's owa opinion of all 
12 

titles* 

The argument between the two mmhem of royalty about 

th» a m shutifr. iu®d the strav tick bod is classic. The king 
tells the di&Gf 

•I should a1 reckoned the different* ia rank 
would a ae Jested to yoa that a e©rti*stesk Mi. waraH 
Just fitters for ate to sleep on* Yotsr Grace* 11 take 
the ahuefe bed yettraelf*1 

'Xhe duke replies, 1 'Tie ay fate to be always 
ground into tha aire «ndear the iron heel of oppression* 
Misfortune has brdkaa ay otus# haughty spiritj I yield, 
I sutadt) *tt« ay fate* I am alone in tha world—lat 
m suffer. I can bear it,' 13 

Marfc ivain*# democratic background is ihowa ia tha fol-

lowing conversation between Ji« and Buck* Jis asked Hook if 

it didn»t surprise M b the way those kings carried on. State 

mmmm$ 

•Well, it don't, beeause it's in the breed* I reckon 
they'r e all alike*1 

II 12 
p* 172* P» 15*̂ * 

13 ' 
Ibld.T pp* 176-177» 
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•But, Ruck, tiese kiag* o1 owa is jwglar «.p» 
scallionaj fiat's 4uat nfcat day li| d«y*i sreglar 
nyMiUldw** 

•Well, that's *bat I*® t««a^nt} all kings Is 
ao»tly rapaeal lions* a* for a# I aaa mate* out** Ik 

Sn&k explains to Jis u&at t® has read about tha iiffafwut 

Mugs in history, #ayif*gf 

•Iw <k>ii4t know klocrs, ̂ i% Iwrt 1 1mm timmf and 
tMs old rip of o«pa is one of m® cleanest I fw ilrat 
in Mift6£f***-*&1X I say is, MJtga is kings, and yon got 
to arite allmtaiieas* fa&@ Itei all around, tfcay*r«$ a 
a&ghty ormwv lot# Xt«s tfca nay they1?® raised*.**., 
aoMtia»« 1 wish w# ©trnld i»ar of a oetsntry -oat 
of Mag#** 15 

By contrast, (iai, ,^j^ill«||. 3BMflHW. tha j*op3* ar® tha 

quaintest, simplest, trustingest rae*y feacausa tbsy bad In* 

terited the Ida* that all sen without title and a long p©di*» 

gr®-© were evafttupaa of tm mm eaaaidaratiea than m wwap 
34* 

aM«lst Imga, ©r i»a©ets# fh@ Xfcakea M i » | 

It was pitiful for a pawon. bom in a vftK&tsoat 
free atmosphere to listen to thai? femahle and hearty 
outpourings of loyalty tenard fh#ir king and tifemb 
mi u©fcility§ as if they had â y store ©eeaslon to 
low* and Iionc? king and ctoeh and noble than a 
slaw has to love and honor the lash, ©r a dog tea 
to leva and honor the stranger that ki«ks M m 17 

1# believes it is enough to aafca Mia ashamed. of th# tam 

mm to t&i&fe of tie sort of froth that te always occupied 

its throaes witho&t ahaAw of right or reaaon, Ad ife# 

seventh rat® people that have always figured as its 

1% 15 
M n PP« mW2i5» 215* 

16 17 
Moitou XIV, 6>»0u lMd»« p, 62« 



arlstooraele*—*a ooapaziy of aonavatic and mblmsf t&ef «* a 

«sl% would Haw •efel«*»d only poverty and if l»ft* 
18 

lika their to their «wa exertions** 

fix® Sate* explains M s status in Mag Arthur*S Court* 

I was adslred, a Is© fearedt but...I ttw mot mm. 
respected* I had no pedigree, no Inherited titttf so 
in tli# Mag*s aoa ixjbles1 eyes I w m m m dirts i m 
pmg&® regarded » with wmA.m and «w, teat was 
no Hrfevtaoe «tm4 irttb lit through tte f©s«@ of 
tierlted ideas they w®» acre «bl® to eoncelve of 
tMm teing entitled to that ®m®p% pedigree and 3ord» 
ship* 19 

the sonar chlal form of governnent wmM t» aost mt$9>* 

factory if the despot mm thm mmt pevfeet individual of 

the htaaa raoe and Ma Immm on life were perpetual* How* 

irwtr* Mark Tw&im points oott 

Bat as a perishable perfect aan mat die and 
leave M s dasnotiai to an inperfeot successor* #» 
earthly despotls® is aot asraly a bad for® of gcnwvo* / 
seat, it Is th@ worst tmm that Is possible* 10 / 

A modification of the **Clothes Philosophy, w siall&r to 

that of Carlyl* in. Sartor Iteaartna Is outlined toy the State# 

la the next passaget 

lews mm my kind of loyalty was loyalty to oaa's 
country, not to Its institutions or Its effl^Mmldttw# 
U » country Is the r©al thing, the substantial thing, 
the atavnal thlogf it is tt» thing to vatah ovwr« #5! 
care fort *nd la loyal to$ institution* are extraneous* 
they are its aiere olotMng, aai clothing ean w«wr out. 
bmom ragged* a ©ass to be cosforta'tol®. ©e^s® to pe®** 
teet the body in winter, disease, and death, to be 

18 19 20 
£tem«» PP* H§A*t V* &** 33^«f P*78» 
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loyal to rags, to shout for rags, to worship rags, to 
<31® for raga—that is a loyalty of unreaeont it la 
pur© aniiaal; it belongs to aonarchy9 vaa invented toy 

monarchy; let aotmreliy keep It* 21 

Swain t>#li«sir®# that ttm o&tlsaxi t#o Mifts that tha ecMmt* 

wealth's political clothes are WMRI estf «vm if fe© is the 

only am in tin® eetmtry to do sot should agitate for a wtr 

suit of clothes* If fee feeMs M s peace* he is disloyal and 

a traitor. It is the duty of taw other oltlxens to vote hi* 

down if tfcey do not agree*. Biis was IttfeaoMi for nineteenth 

century Aaarlea aa well a* for the SaglMi# 

A new deal was first suggested by Mark 2Waln» when he 

c capered the fom of gawetamnt In the Britain of King 

Arthur*s day with a corporation* 
So to sseak. 1 w® a #todtitelif«r la a corpora-

tion inhere mm hundred and ninety*»f0ar of the w»&er# 
furnisht d all the money and 4&4 all the mt&# and the * 
other six elected thmmte?'. s a permanent board of 
direction and took all tint dividends. It seemed to n@ 
that what t!m nine hundred and nlnety*»four dupes needed 
was a nev deal* 23 

3h* author always resented the phras# vhleh referred to 

this or that country*a peopl* as toeing "oapabla of self* 

government«* Stieh a phrase implied that sonswheret sometimef 

a nation bad existed which was not capable of governing It* 

m M according to certain self-appointed spMiallsts* the 

Xaz&ee supposed that tfte people In Arthur's Idngdon mm pom 

21 22 23 
Ibid* jt p« 107* pp«107*1^* 2)£Ul»i p* 100* 
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aaterial for a republic, because they had been so long de»« 

jgfsded by monarchy, but Is© insisted, «ft» msterHrtnff* of mil 

nations have sprung fre» the j»ss«# of the nation, mt fro® 
2?f 

Its privileged classes** Twain repeats the idea of democ-

racy** superiority,"»* .even tl» t«§st»i©ve*»e# and vost #»e 

Hal aost ealiglxte&iBft apsnrohy is still heltaS the best 

dition attainable toy its p@ople$ and that the mm is tsm 

of Itincired govermsents of Xowp grades. all the w y down to 

the Xmrnrntm*^ 

Hw practice of giving the federal govenaent power to 

atedtil* with the private affairs of Its ©lti»H8f Twain be-

lieved y was ft dangerous one* Sttote a practice w « M rein&if la 

the loss of the people's tint source of An»riaa*a 

greatness# Mta is #sse»ti«Hy the isportafit t&tngf should 

overthrow M s oppressors# 

& sum. i# a aan, at bottoau tfaollo ages of abuse 
arid oppression cannot crush the isanhood clear out of 
Ms# tilKwveff thinks it a sdstake Is Mnself s&stafeezu 
Ies» there Is plenty good eusougti material for ft repute 
lie in the sest degraded people that ever existed*— 
even the Ettssiansf plenty of manhood la the»—even in 
tfe* OezMK»wif oas could bat forw it out of Its 
timid and siaas&oious privacy, to overthrow and tmaple 
la the ssai any throne that ever was set up mml aâ r 
nobility that ever supported it* 26 

la speaking of the helplessness of th© Frenchman or the 

German, Muric Twain said each of thea "expects M s government 

2*f 2? 
i m > , p. 237. IMIm PJ>. 237-238. 

^BUA., p. 301. 
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to feed hia when hungry, clothe Ms when naked!, t© prescribe 

when his child «ay be bom and when he my die, and, in f i m f 

to regulate every act of haaanity fro» the cradle to the 

tomb, including the a a n t r in which he my seek future ad» 
27 

mission to Paradise#* 

Seas'* 2ife«?ti*s aot auctioned off in a day* 
but were bought gradually, slowly, fur t ively , l i t t l e by 
l i t t l e ; f i r s t , with a l i t t l e com and o i l for the ex» 
seeding ly poor msi watched. l a te r with com «nd o i l 
for w l t n who were not quite so poor, l a t e r , s t i l l 
with corn and o i l for pretty touch every man that had 
a f®tt to »H—emet ly ©or own hiatory » w again»28 

The importance of training cannot be too strongly @a* 

phasized* «*Ta S jgHiMml MUSH propounds the theory 

that training i s everything! 

• •••training la a l l there i s to a person. ye apeak of 
nataref i t I# folly« there i s so such thing as futtwre 
what we ca l l I9 that adtsleading naiae i s ooraly heredity 
and training. vfe have no thoughts of c ® famy m opinions 
of our ownf they are transmitted to us, trained into us* 
AH tfcat i s original i a m$ and therefore f a i r l y oredi* 
table or discreditable to us, can be covered up and M4h» 
den by the point of m cazabric needle* a l l the rest y(\/ 
"being mtoaa aoatrllrated by, Inherited f roa a procession \NL 
of ancestors that stretches back a b i l l ion years to the 
Mm*®l*n or grasshopper or matikmy f rea whoa oar race 
has been so tediously nud ostentatiously and iinixreflttltily 
developed* 29 

The Queen f e l t that to k i l l the page was no crime, because i t 

was her r ight , Just as i t had been for a l l previous monarch®# 

a72iu& a»a*,n?.B &ds hocfct edited by JW B* Paine, jj* 
2SMark Ew&in ia.gmt^a&y edited by B. tm Vote, p* 68* 

29 
Maritty XIV, 1$0* 
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"S&e was the result of generations of t ra in ing in the v m » 

aained ant1 uria39ailed be l ie f tha t the l av which pera i i t ed 

to k i l l a subject when she chose *#as a pe r fec t ly r i g h t 
W 

and r ighteous Aaotfcet ImMmnt vae that of the 

pr isoner whose crime had fceen the following reoaritt 
B@ said he "fesli^mfd that i f you were t o s t r i p the 

nat ion nafcod am! send a a t ranger through the c?cwi t he 
couldn ' t t e l l the king fro® a quack doctor* nor a dubn 
from a ho te l clerk# Apparently, here Mas m mm, vhoso 
bra ins ha<8 not boon reduced to an I n e f f e c t u a l &&sh hsr # 
M i o t i c t r a i n i n g . 31 I 

a d s was one of Ma*k Twain's pat idea®, treeanae i t l a re~ 

paat#i i n aeveral places} oat i s i n M s a&Moofc* H» aald 

to have an absolute democracy in Aaerlca w©uld be an i s -

poas lMl i t y # f o r the following reason* 

s\ ' t r i p the Imsan rac% absolutely a & e 6 t and i t 
w o l d have a r e a l democracy, But th* in t roduct ion of 
even a rag of t i g e r skin, or eo%?t®,ilt vouCLA sals# m 
ba%© of d i s t i n c t i o n ®M lm tfee teglasi^ of a asoniirotiSF. ' 

twain gradually ens© to boi l eve that In America the pol l* 

t i c l a n s and the newspapers the makers of an American's 

pa t r io t i sm. Urn American i s given h i s patr iot ism "cut and , 

dr ied a t the pitMXe trough, * while an absolute aonaroibgr 

"feoda i t s subjec ts patr iot ism i n a dehydrated for«* froes 

the throne. England and Mmrim '$mm teen t ra in ing the 

people against ir*3epe»denee In p o l i t i c a l thought • ^ I n tfee 

30 . 31 
JiMA** P« 1S3»* XMj|*t P* 157* 

32 33 
m m m m m m * p . 33?* l a a * , 301* 
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essay, "As Regards Patrioiis-d," Mark reiterates that training 

can turn ted isorala to good, destroy principles or recre*t« 

tlmm* In the republican fena of government aaitber the 

government nor the nation is privileged to dictate to the 

individual uhat M s p*triotisa shall be. la the Baited 

States, the people have accepted the Gospel of Monarchical 

Patriotism, ^he Slag can do no uton$^ and changed it to 

read, nCur Country, right or wrong J1 He continues, "It 

is fey the g m S m m of God that la w comstry %f* Mir® thow 

thro® unapca5:ably precious thingsj freedom of speech ftp©#* 

doa* of conscience, and the prudence never to eswrcise 
15 

eitiier ef theau* 

Independenoe of thought oast be developeg in the eiti* 

sons of a dea<>cr&cya A person vfeo foXkrwa his party's leader-

ship regardless of M s ovn opinion^ is the saste as," a slave 

in a isoaarchy* "People seen to thiBk they are citizens of 

the Republican Party and that that is patriotism and suf-

ficiently good patriotism,* wrote Twain# *Z prefer to a. 
36 

citizen of the Efcltetf States." 

One of Hark xwain*a apprehensions concerned M a belief 

that the Aiaeriean governssmt shoved positive tendencies 

tournrd becoaing highly centralized^ Even so# he affeved 

soae ettcoiarageasent t 
^Mark f w i ^ s Motehoc-li. p# 3$k# 

'iM&e# P« 3i7. " M * i P* »0# 
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I sr.ppo're we tarns t expect that •unavoidable and ir» 
walatible G&tmsmtmmm vill gradually away the 
powors of state and concentrate them Is the central 
govermie»tt and that ih® republic id.ll ihea repeat the 
history of all time &a& becoae a Monarchyj but I be-
lieve Hat If w© obstruct these encroaehaaitts and 
steadily resist them, the osonarchy can be postponed for 
a vhtle yet* 3? 

Oas mtsosi irfhy be believed that Aaerica would drift into 

despotism was sioply that such vas the nttur© of Americans* 

It is a saddening thought, mit ve cannot change our 
natTire—̂ ye are all alike, wo hunan !-eifigsj and in our 
blood and bono, ineradicable we carry the seeds out 
of vhlch sonarcshles and arlstocroeles are gyowu 
sMf of gauds t titles, distinctions, pover* We have to 
worship end envy or we cannot be content. In Africa 
ve manifest tide in ancient sad customary ways. In 
pxiblle ve scoff at titles and hereditary privilege* but 
privately we hariker after thea and ui» we get a te@@t 
*e to them for «ash and a dttutgfetvr*#** 

IlSee all other mtionaf m worship m m t man ttM 
possession of it—tlwy being our aristocracy* and ve 
have to have one* 38 

Even Hark Twin himself admitted a desire for a title .Writing 

in Ms notebook in 1897* he tells of a visit -with a»ai»rs of 

royalty in *urope aad tay*« 

'ihere are princes yMci I cast in the BcMa 
Cprincely) sold, and they make oe regret~*«caln—• 
that I ais not a prince rayaelf* It la not a nev 
regret but a very old one* 1 have never been 
properly «ad humbly satisfied wltflb ay condition* 
I aa a democrat only on principle, not by in-
8tl&et««a&body %9 that* Boubtleas soa» people pay 
they are. but this vorld Is grievously given to 
lying• 39 

3?8m& .aa&a* Jta BmUqat P* ̂  38IM4*? pp« ®±~&% 

"3Q 
J? aata!.i. J6fej&flaofc» p* 357. 
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feather reason, tor the trend tcward mmrnrdhy is 

the i m r m r m m m j of rejmblles, *In *lt»e they mwlsb m%sS 

In fi»st cases stay tmfler the sod, Trat the <mrrthrown 

raonarchy gets t»«J? into the »<Mle by and by.* Mar* fwatm 

explaina this in ttm following e«w»n* fro» fte^ y*n$.B Is 

,£inrntion- vritten In 1908. 

Wen do not deliberately desire the destruction 
of M f republic, tout efrmwwtawe# created 
ingly by thest are ecemelling that destruction* Firat, 
it is the natttre of aan to went a eoeetMng definite 
to leva, feoaor* and ©beyj 0od and ling,. for ©3Maple. 
heeond, little republics hove lasted m n g f protected 
by their poverty and insignificance, bat greet once 
have net* 

fh# condition whieh causes great danger to a large repub-

lic is the aecttriulation of vast power and waXth^ which 

breed CHMaraercial end political corruption and Incite publltt 
k2 

favorltea to dangerous ambitions* Wait Twain had vritten 

previously, **ife Africans worship the alwighty dollarl well, 
**3 

it is at worthier £©d than Heredity Privilege** 

Mark Twain was bitterly opposed to the long Republican 

regime and particularly to iheodore Roosevelt* He said, 
For fifty yeara our country has been a eoRttltfiw 

t.ional Monarchy, with the Republican party sitting on 
the throus* Cleveland** eonf&» of brief inter** 
ruptions do not count* they were accidents and temporary* 
they made TO permanent inroad upon Bepublican supremacy# ¥t» 
i*0 **1 ̂  

m M x m & u la ftrttgUiaa» P- 2# P* 2* 

1*2 1*3 

M m p* 3* & & Train* a M z S m M M * ?• 209. 
Ii4 
M a r k Twain |fi Rruptloau p* 3« 
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He continues, '•Oars is not only a monarchy but a hereditary 

monarchy—in the one politic&l family* It passes from hair 

to heir as regularly ana as surely and m unpreventably a# 

>5 
aziy throne in Europe," 

i'he author abhorred the way Theodore Roosevelt was 

idolized by the masses. Ills ova opinion of the President 

was expressed in this wayt 
Mr# Roosevelt is the most formidable disaster 

that has befallen this country since the Civil War— 
but the vast mass of the nation loves hi®, 1# fran* 
tically fond ©f hi®, even idolises him. This is the 
simple truth# It sounds like a libel upon the in* 
telligenee of the human race, but it isn'tj there 
isn't any way to libel the intelligence of the human 
race. U6 

He detested Roosevelt mainly because the latter was. a 

hypocrite! 

Certainly he (Roosevelt) is popular....and with 
the best of reason# If the twelve apostles should 
call at the White House, he would say, •Cone inI 
Come inl I am delighted to see you, I've been watch-
ing your progress, «ad I adiair© it very much*1 Then 
if Satan should cone, he would slap M m on the shoulder 
and say, 'Why, Satan, how 42 you do? I1® so glad to 
meet you. I've read all your works and enjoyed every 
one of thee.* Anybody could be popular with a gift 
like that* b? 

One thing lark Twain asked of his fellow Americans was 

that they not act blindly, hastily, and therefore foolishly 

in all things. American boys should not be taught, for ex* 

ample, to take their patriotism at second hand. To shout with 

b$ *f6 hf 
Ibid., p. 3„ Ibid»f p. 18. Worksf XXXIII, 13M). 
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tli# evowa, wiihottt vmmittl*®. Hm right m wrong of tto# 

natter, to Relieved, «mmM 3?©®@:rJ«&ly of momrohy* Swis, 

however* wmi th# «wst®» of Ms age* f « to® lMMrtst 

m itom to r*gMd ®s t**Mew# 
tii «nA eoatosipt, saeh as #0 mt tihrnt with 
th® «rowif ai»5 so tor® la ®w mmmmm m a*® oh»J-
lag « m S | «hioh of « U things i s srnt * m l « n «® It 
aai «at of ae l lw iy of ow ^ M t i e a l «©»-
scienec into so»oi» ©Iso's teeplng* f M t Is 
patriotism of to ftusslan pl*&« **© 

th®» mm tis@ ohmplon of 4eaoar*ey m& i t s 

only «*«»€ those mfc© practice Irrowrem© most 

jyoiMly wmi tt® teHwrlswot a i i i p i s ^ i issi Haste f m i a aliasy* 

r®sji@®t@i! ttea for tills p®eaMsi?ity« Aft irretorent pw»s eaa 

©TOrcoat- s lm», hypocrisies, Had epprowfcwu toept ha* «tt» 

iste<t for a thousand yN*s« mmZr t&r tto© advantages of 

«h»ir a #&s#s *«irenth»:rat® families called ssowarefes ««4 •©»© 

Mini'fwS® of rlff""S*af f MWii t i e i l ly oslln^ nob^Sf11 fcwwflSi# 

of tUm (tiumm of * t w ?*•••» tor tmartmn mtmpapie* 

mm prals«i<S9 for th»y toad tb» mm® to t» trwwwant twsM 

t i m e t «v«»ytbii*t « a «M**e thay latagh om $m& Mag to 

d©athf tfeay laragh ft thousand erual m l lafaisous st*a»s «®A ^ 

m p m t l t l s a i into ttoe gmm9 &M tfea aoeeimt Is 

labi l i ty Is tlta only ©lass vhioh 1# -®»s^t f te» l»ing wiM*» 

euletiU Hark Iwllevaat "% god aad no religion *»n 

Ml 
' yorks. m i l ) 1118. 

**9fefe*fc S a f e s t jtotttteafe* P* *95* *• l*f* 
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tusewlm ridicule* Ifo church, m nobility, ao royalty or 
51 

other fraaif emu too* ridicule in ft fair flsM «ud 

Bwriag the l880#s M&rfe Twvln went through a jmrieft of 

special hatred far wpmn&lest p&obably vihil# he m * col* 

leeting the aate*ial fm mm writing A fjmMtt&aBk Itttet 

but there are some mtimw mm instances of Ms pralte of 

jaoaarchs. For instate®, llspoleon B<3®eparte 1# landed for 

setting mw&t atwe birth ami also fw stripping the 

divinity fyaa royalty* Tvaia related that before Itepoleo&f. 

the evawned heads of Europe wrae gods arid that sino© the 

time of Ifepoleeo* %hey M m imeme figure «&eade «»i Are 

answerable for their a«tat Ja*t as -any other pupm# Itefe 

Jwaia states, rtSwsh beaefaetlons a# these coâ ensat© the 

temporary bars wMeh Bonaparte &M the Mmtmtlon did and 

k a w the w r M la debt to then fm these great and p@raia~ 
5t 

neat war**#** t© liberty9 buaes&ty, and progveaa*" 

la Euroap and iqanfaaiga in an «t9«r entitled *Q«eea 

Victoria*a Jubilee" the accoaplidtamt a of Victoria art 

«»»rat#d*- SIms is praised for fee saoral nisfi a*terial ai» 

vaatceaeat itl® Curiae M r reign. S«®e of fth@ laudatory deed* 

«ok» Hated* tt* moilfieaiiofi of English #ri»lisaX lavf that 

broadening of the governing and law-making powers to the 

people* tl»# ®r®«tl4ws of the pwMie edt*eato?y list a M p p f ) 
51 52 
£tiUUt p* 198. Morfca. SI, 31%. 
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the freeing of woaen from oppressions and the extension of 
53 

tii# right to organize trade unions to the vostanu 

<fese of the groat principles which Aasrloan p w w l 

is supposed to be founded upon is the principle of equality 

of sen before the lw« Marie Twin realised the idiocy of 

such as idealistic assuoption and gooMftiaft sutetiiigly ex-

posed its fallacy in fhf Aasrican ClaiaMft* In the story 

tlx© young Viscount Berkeley determines to vencnawe M s m & 

and proceed to Africa "where all ass a w created equal and 

all haw m. equal chance11 la order to try his own rattle 

without benefit of title* The book displays the disillusion-

ment of the young Idealist as he coaes to realise the vide 

disparity between American democratic theory about which h* 

M s heard and the reality that he experiences* Vhm Im 

applies for a clerkship in viashington* his university train-

ing and his obvious fitness for the post count for nothingf 

he finds that '•political background* is the thing oost in* 
5** 

portant* 

"The Cgar's Soliloquy* in 1905 was a violent attack 

upon the Jtussiaa aooarchy* Twain had disapproved of Theodore 

Roosevelt's intervening is the tesso-Jspawse because 

the author thought there might be a chance for a revolution 
53 
WOffks, 3COl3Ĉ  J803̂2S3̂fr# 

§% 
Gladys Cm BulMuy, Marls Twain gg ft Ifttoaaw totlafet 

p. 303. 
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la Bits sift to overthrow th« oppwreslon of the C*ar» M s «#•» 

say begin* with a ffcll explanation of the Clothes Philosophy, 

previously mentioned • Mark Twain nivea the Csar'* thought# 

m fee stands at M s airrcr before dressing! 

%&•£* what ®a ••There is nothing imperial 
•bout this, nothlBg iKpfettag. iapwwsiv*. nothing to 
Invoke «ne and reve9ence*»*«ls it tfelt that a ijoatre# 
forty «UJJ.«a Susalanff ld#i th« dust befor* «af ««?» 
ship? Manifestly sot I «#«•£* is «y clothes. 55 

ffie Caar by the shear sight of clothes art title emu becoae 

a deity to his people and can audio them, harry the®, destroy 

than* ̂ Just a^ he would so oany rat* If the accident of blrtfe 

had furnished M s a calling batter suited to Ms capacities 

than empering.*^ let the Individual knows that every 

hereditary regal dignity commemorates a usurpation, a power 

illegitimately acquired. Monarch* have been chosem and 

elected by aristocracies onlyf a nation has never sleeted one. 

Marfc Twain, attuckii tM moralists vho say it w w M be a 

crine to assassinate the catar. The co@»» trade of the 

Caar's family has been erlnje, the cosmos pastlse ararder, tine 

©osawn beverage blood—the blood of the nation* Million* 

of .murders lie upon the he ad9 of the Tlu.isian royalty# 

5? 
S, I* Clenm*, «The Caar'a Soliloquy,* & & & tertWM 

lOTie«. B m X (Mi**h, 1905), 322-326* 

56 
JftU»9 P* 322* 
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Tfca Ca®r msMmm-s Ms soliloquy* 

¥# and oar wmJUss ar# a fa&iljr cat cobras set <rvar 
a fton&yed and forty all3J.@u raMiit% *hco w# tortur* 
mad surda* aad fe«& upon a l l oar days, jet It® lacsralist 
targe* that to k i l l m i« s oflne* not a duty* 57 

Nuk ftvain states that no r@gal tyraimy has been 

except fcy iriolejtee# 

Hew l i t t l e the aca4@mleal mmllwt knm& of th* 
traaaadoua aoral forces of aaasacr® and aasasainatioa*»•« 
ffc© station i s la lafeort anf ly and tiy £be*« wi l l ha & 
sight? Mr tli—Patrio tiimi 5$ 

The Cbv ooaolsidaa toy wondering about the nature cf the 

hu&an raoa« a® gives Twain's ideas of fi@te?sii3i» s is l lar 

to thosa in rtNhat la Nan?" and mMm Hystericus Stranger** 

Vfith ons Imna X flogged yjaoffondirig wesaen to daafth 
tad tortured gviaooam to mzmmm&mmmm* -m& with th# 
other I teXd sf the fotiah toward aqr fallow dafty l a 
heaven and called dom Ms Classing «poa sty adoring aai-
aals whoa* aai whose f©r!iafir% with His holy approval*! 
m& alat haire toaaa lastraatlBg la tfe# psiag of tell t m 
torn lagging centuries* 

X# the hussaix raca a Soke? w as i t dairisad and 
patched tosatlMNr la a dull tine vhon there m s nothing 
important to do? Bbs i t a© respect for i t se l f? 59 

I The mm>a than for our politieal and social ©Vila i s the 

nature of a*n» fwaln does m% 4mmy virtu® f tieeeaQp) ana 

eearog®, tot through Ma <tmraot«rim tioitsf hi stew* that la Js** 

the sain the rao* ia ignorant* stupid, and aowardly*^ Toward 

57 58 
M | i i p» 323 » ibid. t p* 32k, 

59 
£&&•• P* 326% 

60 
Bernard Pa. ¥oto, itelc fwaia*! Amerioa. j>» 29*»» 
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the m&. of his lifetime, %«ti Iwain saw 3J.lt2m iiopa for real 

floral progress* tat 4a «p*eific ©»®» toft eaUM voheajoatly 

fop mart r«for*« it heart a aoaaliet and % 

satirist, tm wis B&MMtbljr vaatomppy hrnamm <s£ tb» vast 4If» 

tatiia&n the peal «i*i the ideal* 2ho author h&$ soott 

democracy struggling dtoflng a difficult period in hist cry f 

he felt that his «wn »p&lie baa #t«sc«ii©& to tto» evils «f 

the §iM@d Age* Measarshy and aristooroay n@»© wp&ng be-

eaus« they vt** staaed upon status ami hypocrisies and doaied 

froodoot of thought aafl actios* to timiif- citia&iwu"|Mark Twain 

realised that m nation1 s strength lies in its a-oason poo pie, 

tet lie did not impute to the masses aoy sort of oyutical and 

spiritual wisdo* which wmiM g«M# tbeir actions stele® 

than always right* B» believed that of 

fop the individual sad ectooatioa for the populace were ©9-

r+ 
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mmm&mm Am WAR 

Ma the nineteenth century drew to a close and the 

twentieth dawned, there were nosy aav-toothed events which 

fiejawssseil mwi. disgusted Mark Twain. -:iie Spa/d3h-Aweric&a 

the annexation of the ihilippirreat, the Boer War l a 

South Africa, tbe Belgian. Congo a t roc i t i e s , the Boxer Re-

bellion i n China, the f r a n t i c competition sooug the mttmm 

fo r world mrke t s , tire of Theodore Roosevelt, the 

r i s e of yellow Journal!»a, tlw abortive attempts on the part 

of i tussle 's ser fs to gala freedcwa^&ll of these evidenced 
1 

the trend toward imperialism* So sua up Mark Twain' s rel-

at ion to these event 3, la© wrote* 

A Greeting frcsa the ^ELneteenth to the Twentieth Century 
X bring yon tfc® s ta te ly nation naned C&rLatenOoai 

returning, bedraggled, beeairohed, and dishonored* 
fro® pimt© raids l a HEtnchuria* South l f j d « f 
and the Philippines,, with her mm,1 f u l l of a®asffiiw&f 
her pocket r o l l of boodle* and her nouth f u l l of pious 
hypocri«ies* • <&*• i » r soap and to re l , l e t Mile the 
lM&lllg«glft9S+ 2 

About the same t i e s 1'wain finished en unpublished docu-

ment ent i t led "Stupendous International Procession,* a 

1 
Mm Cm S« Felloue, PilKrtwi from Mrnmi^Lm p# 2fcU 

p 
Works* XXIX, Introduction, xxxxrl, 

96 



Hat Twentieth Century is pictured m ft 

fair ymxng creature, drank and Mmrd«riyf temm la the BSM 

of ®sta% carrying a tew fe@ari.rig tte laotto, "Oat What Xnt 
3 

Can, Xe«jpt yfeat Ion Got#* Christendom i® a at|«®tie matron 

dressed in flowing robes drenched with the blood of patriot# 

who died for their coimtriea-~*toersf Boxersv aaS Filipir*oe* 

A bottle in her pocket bears the inscription, *We bring yaa 

the blessings of civilisation,* and her banner mm3ft v "Love 
% 

¥©«#/ Jfeighbor's Goods as Xouraelf.-

Mark Twain had criticised the part played by 

the United States in the Spaniah-Aweriean War* Itm k'X'ltpimm 

had be-#a JKLstreat*d| the purpose of the « ? , 4ust as oi* all 

other wars, twaed cut to i» greed and acnnftraial gala# 

President Cleveland had refused to intervene in the Cubm 

revolt, assumed an attitude of correct neutrality, & M *!#•» 
5 

tiled to the insurgents the stains of l«ilMg©r®ots» Xhe 

newspapers kept popular sentinent at the boiling' point by 

vividly describing Spanish Central tfaylar's concentration 

camps. She vast eoorjoalc interests of Aaerie&ns in Cuha 

brought pressor* npea MefCinley, and two spectacular ©vent# 
in 1898 forced tha President to a decision on a declaration 

6 
of war* 

iJ|lW(lf-Hi,|, I ^ i,rpri][i».»llli.fii|ri)jj«i>riT?ii-iT|ii>-rrfLrii r HW-r'-"firftr-tTfWf ftT - — y ^ T " — - f — " - * • " — - T ^ t W L r t i l * * 

1 h 
laid*. p. 11^9. Ibid,, p. 13fe9* 
^e«rd and Be«rd, 2 m m m fi£ C m M m M m t U * )fi»» 

W > p» 37®# 
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la 'F®hrmffy$ 18fS# the Wmmt papers published a l*tU* 

written by the Spanish Minister criticising Pi*esident McXinloy# 

This letter had teen stolen froa tbs mails, a»S a furor ragetf 

for several aajrs, loon afterward, the destruction of the tat* 

tie ship MfiiM* la tli© harbor of inasm killed two hundred and 

sixty laea. Although the cans* of Mm disaster vas unknown, 

the American public blamed the local ~paaiah offioial*. Sa# 

government of Spain vat nor© than solicitous ia Its attempt 

to do the proper thing, hot nothing oould ov^raoae the po?u~ 

1 » cry, «a®»al»F the Maia©*1* Gverwhelaed by such preseta** 

the President sent a ailit&nt message to Congress t on fcprtl 

U f 1898, and a week later tlm United Stat#® was at v&r with 

the most "decrepit and powerless imperial aatioa in nil 
7 

Europe," 

ttttfela 'two vmkB C o m m m m Dewey 3»d sbatte*ed the 

enemy's fleet in Manila Bay and had rung the doom of W m 

Spanish domftsioa in the Pacific, labile attempting to m m ® ® 

from Santiago, the Spanish ships in the Atlantic also mm 

destroyed* On August 12, 1898, Porto Rioo and an. island la 

the triremes were ended to the teitecl states, and the 

Philippines Wit® to he held tux!ley jtaerloan authority pending 

the final settlement* The French aediator imported from the 

ttdte House that m e victorious power uma Resolved to p^oom® 
s 

all the profit possible from the advantages it had obtained#*' 

7 8 
p» 372* P* 373* 
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Hark Tmlti wrote a great deal oa the IMMppisi® alto** 

iloa, araeh of tri&eh mm&m® vuptikIi4ba4» tet eatstftndlqg 

a r t i c l e , *4 DefesuM of 6 t a » n l Funstoa" was printed i s to 

¥®brum;? a t , 1902, j todb iwc l i t t t fietiJot* ***** « » *w®«*~ 

t ioa of the Philippines wad the payment of twenty tiUUm 

dollar* to Spain* Twaia w t l t i 

H© have bought mm tgianfl# fro® a party ^i© 
did not <m fhaftt with rea l mftvtoMft and a good 
counterfeit of dlstlatiMpested frie&aMmss v* 
coaxed * wak confiding nation into « trap an! 
eleeed i t upon tfemif m wmt Imete m m honored 
guest of the Stars and Stripes tdmt we had m 
far ther use for Mb sad chased Ma to the noun-
tains | *» are m indiiputably in possession of 
a tdde*»ftprafedlag arofcipelago as i f i t mm mm 
property! m tew poeified sow thousands of the 
islanders and burled thsof destroyed their f ie lda , 
fMsrtstsd their ^EUagea* twned f M e w and orphan# owt**-
©f-ioorss £wmlB$m& hmwWamek tey «xU* to somo do*» 
ens of aisagre«ahle patriots! oubjugated' th© re-
maining ton million % Benevolent Assimilation* tfcldb 
i s the plms mm mm of Si# sastcetf «* have acqtdred 
property i s throe fisndrei concubines ta§ other slaves-
of ©w? business partner. the Saltan of M t t t ami 
hoisted ow protecting f lag owr that swtg* 

And so, 'fey these of God~~th© jtease 
i s the governments, not aine—w® are a World fo«erg 
©ni are glad and proud, and have a back seat in th* 
faaily**:.# Mo «**t stiat&in ©sir dignity for people mm 
looking* We are m MmrM P w » j we eairnot get out of 
i t now, m i ** aast make the best of i t , 9 

Ihe aiathor had been crit icised by mmy, becanse ho had 

stated that th® ft&Upplxts s i tm t ioa had polluted our flag: 

—that the vMte str ipes M S be blade vith a skull and 

cross-bones to replace the s ta rs . H® farther eotaoents on 

the f lag 4» *& unpublished ar t ic le i 

%ortea. X S U | 11^» 
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I am mt fJailng fault with this mm of mm f lag, 
fear in order not to se«m eccentric 1 tutiNi swung arena* 
now ao§ |«4a®# the nation In tl*e e©i»lette& that notb» 
lug caa sully a flag* I was act properly ff»»f«Ay «afl 
lad tha l&osioa that a f lag was a thing vtaieli mmt tse 
seerealy guar### against shaiaefttl a#@s aM w » l e « 
contacts, lust I t svtffar pollution; a»§ so ifem i t wa* 
mnt out to the ROlippiiies to £2mt &mr m wnatoa mat 
ana a robbing #xpt#iti©» I sapposM I t wm po l lu t e , 
m& In «ft ignorant sonant X aaifi so* But I atftitf ©»** 
ra#t#€* 1 comaAe and acknowledge that i t wis mSy the 
govafsawBt that sent I t on sneh sai adrrani that m i jmA» 
luted* Let m compromise on that# I as glad to have 
I t that way* Star ««r f l a t mmM mt well stand polls* 
tlca* mmw having been vised to i t f bat I t Is <5 if re rant 
wife th» adBinistnitlon* 10 

the artiela- eat General Fanaton was caused by tb» juiIm* 

l ic i ty over the eapttxra of a native Filipino ©Mat j AgointiUtef 

by a Brigad ier«*Oefwral la the Cfetted States t w f through a 

ruse ©f disguise, treachery, naS forgery. Funston was ppo-

noted, lauM* art lead© the speaker I s * tow arrow! the 

country# Masts; twain begins Ms essay with praise for George 

Mashingtoa who laid the basis for our patrlotlm for ninety^ 

a im years* twain status that dmfet 1# arising In ttm m U m 

as to whether we- w*** unfair to the Filipinos* fwaJte ex-

presses this hopet 

Soas day we shall right such uofaimeasas as m 
have douN**.w» shall 1st go 0® obsequious hoM m. 
Wm rear skirts of the scepterea land-thieves of 
Europe. and be what we were before* a real World 
Bower, and the ehlefest of ttoea a l l , by right of the 
only olaan lmm$s In Christ#aSosij tls# -only hatrts 

JyO 
lbid»T p. lMff l 
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guiltless of the sordid plunder of aa? helpless 
people's stolen liberties. ham's in 
the patriotic of Washington* H 

Tha exploits «f Fm&ton and Wis party are daseribsd la 

detail. TmSn ridicules sew of *01© eustons of war, but tm 

eSMm that ttm gaaeral lias violated one rttla~"»feetr«ylng Ms 

©away after Egging that emir for food, rewî fiug a«d eating 

tts® food vMcfc Is holy fey the precept of all ages and #11 

nations* the satirist eoaKasnts* 

It was left to a 3rigadie**«C»e&eral of folssriMrs 
in the tfclted States imay to pat shaae upon a euston 
wM&h men the l,tpaS#l Spanish M m * had respected, 
We Mooted Ma for it* 12 

However, Twain sarcastically points out that Funstoa carnal 

'be biassed# 

$ln disposition^ took aa naturally to Moral 
slag as waahingtea's took to aoral gold, bat only-
It was to bla©e~~ii©t Fuastozu Its »ral ssaaa—if' 
It had any—**as aoloxM&iad * 13 

fliis character in the person of Funston has cone to 

teach Aaericazts «S»t Patriotism 1st «Soa® say 'not believe 

ltf trat it is nevertheless true, that there are new public-* 

school teachers awl superintendents who are holding up 

Funston as a aodel hero and patriot in the schoolst" wrote 
iU 

Mark fwais#^ 

11 
Bm &» Cleaens* *A Defence of General Funston,* Borth 

iagjdLsroMteE, midi (i9oa)f 6i3-62fc. 

12 13 1% 
Ibid*f p* 621 «• lidd*) P« ̂ 21* P* 
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She noralist deptores the imitators of Functon* who 

have tortured Filipinos by the awful "water cure1* and co®~ 

adit®# otter a tree! tie* which the way office hat been 

hiding* 

Q«zuml Smithes worM«*<8€ X® fays, teci order of mw*~ 
a s m mm* *KI11 and burnt this Is no tiae to tal® 

Mi sonar s»*tlie «©ra yott kill oatf bum %h® better* 
11 all stew the age of ten»-HRske Saaar a howllitg 

tdldernassf * 
Funs ton* a exsMpJte has advanced our civilization 

ever so far* fully as far es Europe advanced it in 
China* 15 

Twain concludes by saying that Aguinaldo is not rightfully 

our prisoner and is entitled to hie freedom. He adds# 

If I® t#ere tfa# Mug of a Croat Fowerf or an «ap» 
president of our r©pi»3jL«* last ©ad of am cx-pre»id«ni 
of e dkMrtvogvdi and aboHawi little republic* ̂ fi-
liation {with a large C) vould criticise and conplain 
until be got it# 16 

the tfoitad states government took an active part in the 

invasion of China and the s#ttltsgiit that followed, the 

Boxer Rebellion offered us an excellent opportunity to bring 

the United Statea* own special policies and elates to the «t» 
17 

tention of the wi*M* The government of ih# tMtei 

had been interested in tha ecouostic situation in Chin*f and 

the **0pe» Door" poHey was our suggestion to ifm other world 

jmmsvs after the B m r HebelHoa. tfpon settlement of the 

15" 16 
IMS,** P* 623» P» 62k« 

1? 
Baard and Beard, xm# clt.T p* 
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o l a i o s ImlM m China by the o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , the United 

S t a t e s fotmd t h a t h i # Indemnity was f a r i s «s©#ss of Urn . 

ammgm i ncur red* so she the r e a a l a d a ? t o GbtiM 

l a the form of a fund ded ica ted by s e e r c t n e g o t i a t i o n s t o 
18 

t h e educa t ion of Chinese s t u d e n t s in Aaerlaan sehools# 

S w w t w y of c t a t * J<*hn Hay had e o w e n t e d , %*# a© no t 

t h a t the pub l i c op in ion of the fltaitad S t a t e s w a l l 

j u s t i f y t h i s government I n tak ing p a r t i n the g r e a t gaase 
I f 

of s p o l i a t i o n mm going <mw* T$mm£mm§ ott* p o l i c y had 

demonstrated t o the o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t h a t whi le I t had 

p r o f i t e d fro® B r i t i s h agg re s s ion and t r e a t y - p o r t r i g h t s , 
• • • i t would not approve any ao re s e l s u r e s of 

Chinese t e r r i t o r y o r any aore nonopol les w i t h i n the 
boundar ies of t h e eiapire*. Though devised w i t h 
r e a l i s t i c and p r a c t i c a l ends I n mindf the p o l i c y of 
t h e open fioor a l s o had a l o f t y a»**l f l a w y - pl®as«* 
l n g t o Chinese, m i s s i o n a r i e s , a n t l ~ i a p e r i a l i s t s 4 
sad p a c i f i s t s * 35 ' 

This complete situation vas recognized by Hark Statin* 

Re bad been a chaa#ton of t h e Chinese s i n c e he had seen 

t t a i m i s t r e a t # # ©a this west coas t l a t h e 1860*s* I n 

b e r t 1900, he «ade t h i s po in t I n an addres s t o t h e Pub l i c 

Educat ion Assoc ia t ions 

ishy shou3J not China be f r e e from t h e f o r e i g n e r s , 
who are only tasking t r o u b l e on her s o l i ? If t hey vmtM 
only all go taomt what a p l ea san t p lace China would be 
f o r the Ch inese ! We do not a l low C M a a w a t o mm h e r e , 

IS i o 20 
i u a m P . v * . p . w . z u d . , P . >•<*, 
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and .1 eay in all seriousness that it would be a gras#** 
ful thing to 1st China decide who ahull go there* 

China never wanted foreigners any more than for** 
signers Manted CMaaaeuj and ©a this I @m 
vlth tlje Boxer# efe?j tisie. fh@ Bootex* is a patriot* 
He loves M s oou&try totttar than. h© does the coun-
tries of other people. I wish his s m m m * . The Bwer 
believes in driving us out of M e oowtiy# 1 «ii 
Boxer* too. for X believe In driving M ® cut of ®w* 
country. 21 

4§*ln in Be©©i»b©3? car the i w year Swaiik apcfca on :,4Chia® aai 

the Philippine si1* 

iiehold teeriea, the refuge of' the oppressed fro® 
everywhere (who can pay fifty dollars* adaission)— 
aijyos# except a CMnaMn—standing up for hmmm right! 
everywhere even helping China let people in free whoa 
she wants to oolleet fifty dollars nfton then# And tor 
uaielflsltty EoglaaA has wrought for the open door for 
alii And h M piously Mae r lea has wrought for that open 
door ia a n eases where it was not her qwnt a® 

-Certain Missionary activities ia China completely «rt» 

raged Hark Stain* who hed never particularly li&ed sissieaa-* 

rice, anyway* to articl®* the person Bitting in Bark-

a»ssf* published in the 1901 iOBlsaa i&S&Bf *»• M s 

sarcastic exposition of the indemnities collected for the 

Boxer damages* Beverend Mr* Assent of the Asaerloan Board of 

Foreign Missions was supposed to have collected *full payment 

for all destroyed property belonging to Christians, and 
23 

national fines awwunting to thirteen tiiaes the Indemnity,• 

% A f i t X m i l , 212, 

22 
^ iiufc 2 M & £ S32sfiflbsa» Xatrodaction by W. B» Sav»12«t 

p* 12S* 

23 
teAaT XXIX, 251. 
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The Catholics were imported to fceve defiumded a l i f e for eadi 

Catholic k i l l e d , or head for head* as Halt; Twain expressed 

It* lie gives a l l the fac t s on the ease quoted from the Wm 

York Stmt then hs asks, 

Shall ve fo on conferring cur c i v i l i s a t i o n upoa 
the peoples that s i t in dai§aiesa« or shal l ve give 
these poor things a rest? 21* 

Thm sat ire i n the following passage i s felting* 

Extending the Bleasin&s of Civ i l i sa t ion to ©in? 
Brother who S i t s in Barknes* has been a good trad# 
and has paid well* on the and there la m m j 
i n i t yet t i f careful ly worked—but not enough* i n ray 
judgMut* to w t o any considerable ridk advlsalwa* 
The People that S i t i a Earkasss are gatting to be too 

scarce—too scarce and too shy* And such dafteesa as 
i s sow l e f t i s rea l ly of but an Indifferent quality, 
and not daifc enough for the gins®. 2fc© aost of the 
feople that S i t i n Ivjrfcness have been furnished with 
more l ight than was good for thea or profitable for 
us* n'e have been injudicious. 25 

Inside the package labeled Civ i l i sa t ion i s the "Ac** 

fetal Thing that the Customer Si t t ing i n Darkness buys with 
26 

his blood and tears and land and l iber ty .* The rest of 

the essay brings de f in i t e charges against the world powers 

for their imperial is t ic acts of aggression# Twain continuest 
We a l l know that the Business i s being ruined. 

7lm reason Is not far to seek. I t I s bccause our 
Ite* MeXialey, aafl Mr. Chaaberlaln. and the Salm®* 
and the Tsar and the French have been exporting trie 
Actual Thing qjjfc I M i2Si§5JS. M l £2X* T ^ » 

?k 25 
M m P. S55* HM*« ?P* 255~256» 

26 
lhid«» p. 25C 
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i s bad for the Gase* I t shows that these asm playess 
or I t mm not sufficiently acquainted -ndth i t , 2? 

Chamberlain i s satirised for Ms- hypocrisy l a the aoer 

War* Tm Person Sitting in Darkness inquiresx 

**!!»« barryings ano taraifigs ntf dASttrtwaaklng* 
la the Transvaal—ia this an ii^rovexaent on our 4axto» 
nesit Is i t possible that there are two Mais of 
Civili«atioa-~-one for boiae consuaptlon, and one for the 
heathen aarte&tf * 28 

Twain tMistes the M s t r ' s hlgh-^handed aethods In China 

caused the Boxer Rebellion* Spanking of the unreasonable 

inSafanities charged the Chinese, the person ia Darkness 

•Civilisation i s graoious and beautiful for such 
i s i t s imputation* flat can tie afford i t ? There art 
rich CMnaaan? perhaps they oan afford i t ; but th is 
tear i s not laid upon thea, i t i s laid upm the peasants 
of Shantung} i t i s they that pay this mighty sua? and 
their are but f e w oents a day# I s tMs a bet* 
tor civi l i rat ion than ours* and holler and hi^iier and 
rambler? Is not this rapacity? Is not this extor-
tion?* 29 

The inper*alis» of Russia was especially obnoxious to 

Mark iVain, for he f e l t that she had the moral assistance 

of Franc© atsd Uerpsany when sh© robbed Japan of Port Arthur, 

at the expense of a great loss of Chinese blood* Swct, , 

Russia seized Manchuria, raided i t s villages, and choked i t s 

r t w r with the *swollen corpses of countless wassacrod peas-

ants*" chocked, Mark a Vain through the Person observes and 

notes* 

27 28 29 
I M - p. 357. rn> p. 257. ttU'T P. a«0. 



*It is yet another Civilised Pcrstr* vith its 
banner of the Prince of P@ae© la a m teas and Its 
loot basket and Its butcher knife in the other* 
Is thmm no salvation for us but to adopt Civilisa-
tion and lift ourselves down to its Ifivel?f 30 

ifcKinley, called our Master of the Came, <516 the same 

MLng in the Philippines that Chamberlain had clone in South 

ifrica. 

The game was in our hands. If it had been played 
according to th® American rules, Deway would have 
sailed avay fr©» Manila, as aeon as h® had d«#treyei 
th® Spanish fleet—after putting up a sign em shore 
guaranteeing foreign property and life against dasaag# 
by the Filipinos, and warning the rovers that- inter* 
ferenee *ith the emancipated patriots would be re~ 
garrfed as an act unfriendly to the H«lt«<3 States#•* 

Dewey could hare {rone about his affairs else** 
where, and left the competent Filipino array tc starve 
out tna little Spanish garrison and send it horse, and 
the Filipino citizens to set up the form of governamt 
they wight prefer* and deal vlth the friars and their 
doubtful acquisitions according: to Filipino ideas of 
fairness and 3«®tice—ideas which Jsav© since been 
tested and found to be of as high an order as any that 
prevail in Europe or Asserlcau 31 

The treachery of the United States in the Philippines 

caused Mark fwain to suggest that the Person Sitting In Baric** 

ness id 11 surely sayt 

There is southing curious about this—curious 
and mmMQQwittAlMm There mmt be t w Jte©rl«asf on® 
that sets the captive free, and one that ta&es a once-
captive's nev freedom away froo Mjb. and picks a Quar-
rel "with M a with nothing to found it onj then kills 
ilia to get M s land* 32 

10here was another international incident which aroused 

a great deal of resentment throughout th# mtvM% An Airterloon 

30 31 32 
Ibid * , • pp*26l*<̂ 62« Xb<̂ d.» , p* 263* $ P* 26^* 
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mpmmntmt&m in tb» dlseusslotts of tha Sarlln 

Cougross vtdeh daalt with tbt •oonomic a f f a i r s of to €©upi 

f ree st«t» and tit® tradlag right* of ettwr wUfcta 

that twyrltovy l a l88fc»^ President Ol^twlsai advlsad 

Smut# net to ra t i fy tim Berlin- ftg*e«aantsf and at tha 

second «ss*nbly on the sub^tot C2«v«2*iid swfttMNI to <1© aw# 

tlms p©wit Jasvlaftn apsats to appear as obsewors* Utot 

Sanata aaraly ra t i f ied tba eoBventlcuui vaapeetlxig s l swr f 
3^ 

iM t a r i f f s* The Congo wag th® mw& ®t and 

Leopold promptly seigad country for Ms personal «dk 

vantages* 

Huk twain wot© volimlnously and bi t ter ly on the waft** 

4«et of Leopold's atrocltlesf Ms best known ar t ic le vas 

"King Leopold's SeXiloqpy • a withering sa t i re giving tb* 

reflections of the fiendish mmmigm* *L@opoM Imfi slatigi* 

tared aHUoas of African subjects l a Ms gr#@<t***»wgentle* 

iuuK&HU blacks-"*:*, vo«n , « * " « l e children whoa J» 
35 

3aac! bwtotierei m& mutilated l a M i Congo rubber-fields** 

Twain's a r t i c le w t so b i t te r aM f o i l of aorfeid deta i ls 

that I t m xttgwpdted m mt suitable for nagajtltie publico* 

t lon. $he author §atw the oater la l to the ©Dago Baforst l s» 
soetatioa, wfe© issued i t as a paatphlet f w distributions 

33 
Beard and Btart , on. d t » « p. 3$** 

3^ 35 
' M * t P* 36*w Works- X3KII, 1330« 
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Pali»@ s t a t e s t h a t tteftk wcmlfi bm® w i t t t s % faundved t i m e s 

a a mmh i f J® ®mM hmm s m d t h a t unhappy mm aasi I m m 

s e a t L e o p o l d t o t h e e l e o t r i c e b a l r * * 

F r o « I t e k 2!Maln l a B y n a t l a t t i s t h a f o l l o w i n g eoHMtt t 

on I*®sofOl§* 

The r o y a l o f B e l g t a s i i s s t i l l tihat I t fens 
b e a n f o r f o u r t e e n y e a r s , t h e d m of a wt l f l b M S t f K l a g 
Leopo ld XX v tm m o n e y ' s salse a n t l l a t a s 9 s w d « $ | 
and s t a r t s h a l f a l a l l l i o i i o f f r i e n d l e s s aad h e l p l e s s 
poop s a t i r e s i s t h e Coisgo S t a t # e v e r y y e a r . and d o e s 
i t by t l i t s i l e a f e o a s e a t o f a l A t b e C h r i s t i a n power# 
« s8«p t 'Bz ig i and» mm of &im l i f t i n g a Ma® m a 
t o s t o p t h e s e a t r o c i t i e s * a l t h o u g h f M r t e e a o f the® 
a r e by s e i s m t r e a t y p l e d g e d t o t h e p r o t e c t i n g aaf i 
u p l i f t i n g o f t h o s e w e t < j h » d n a t i v e s * l a f o a r t e m 
y e a r s l i p o i d h a s d e l i b e r a t e l y d e s t r o y e d a c r e l i v e s 
t h a n %mm g u f f a w I d m t f e m m i l t h e b a t t l e f i e l d s o f 
M i y a * n » t f o r t l i s p a s t t b m s a f t year#.* l a t h i s 
v a s t s t a t e m s a f t I a n w e l l v i t h i a t h e aMde* s e v e r a l 
• 1 1 1 1 m s o f U v e a w i t h i n t h e s» i fe« I t i s e u r l o a a 
t h a t t t » n o s t a d v a n c e d tmi a o s t e a H g h t e a e d o e a t u r y 
o f a U t t e o e a t s t r l e s t h e a m h a « l o o t e d « p m s h o u l d 
h a v e t h e g h a s t l y d i s t i n c t i o n o f ' hm%m p r o d u c e d t h i s 
» s M y a s i p i e t y - ^ t i t h l a g h y g o e r i t @ t t h i s istoofi m » » 
s t e r whose m a t e i s n o t f i t i i a b l e I n taaaa M a t e y « a f * 

i t s M l w h e r e , « a i irties# p e r s o i m l t t y w i l l s o r e l y s M m h a l l -
i t s e l f whea to a r r i v e s t J®re*-«fa io i i i d l l to© * 0 0 % l e t 
u s h o p e t r u s t * 3 7 

S t a y I s t t « m ner® w r i t t e n fey Mark $ m i n l a b e h a l f o f 

t h e p l a n e aad aonraMii ta f o r Coago r e f o r m u n t i l Tm h a d ©2&* 

h a t t s t a d Wis 2*ag«» F i n a l l y , fe® d e c l a r e d , *1 h a v e s a i d a l l 1 

« a n nay o » t&a t t e r r i b l e s u b j e c t . I m h e a r t and s o u l i a 

3 6 
D B A * , p . 

3 7 
tortt ^%a la jLn E g a » t i . o a t e d i t e d b y B* » e ? o t o f p # 212* 
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the sKWsment that will rescue the Congo and hang Leopold* 
38 

tot I cannot wit® any aore," lis final paragraph on the 

subject was a proposed 0pitaphi 
Bsre under this glided toab lies rotting the body 

of om the smell of whose mm will still offend the 
nostrils of ma ages upon ages after all the Saepars 
aM Washington® and napoleon# shall have ©eased to be 
praised or blamed and been forgotten—Leopold of Bel-
gium* 39 

As has been shown, most of Maxfc Twain's utteranoes on 

the subject of laperlallsa were written with a pen dipped 

in but he did sake a few humorous eoaaaents m the 

lighter aspects of governmental policy., For examplet he 

said that one eharacteristie of all goverunents everywhere 

in the world is that of stealings The foregoing remark taken 

to its logieal oonolusioa appears to bear out the truth* 

All the territorial possessions of all the ' v 
political establishments la the earth—including 
Aaerlea, of course, eonsists in. pilfering trom 
other people1! wash, No tribe* however laslg* 
nlfleant, and no nation* howsoever aighty* ©oc-
cupies a foot of land that was not stolen* W 

Industrialism was in considerable degree responsible 

for the tidal wave of Imperialism that inundated Europe and 

spilled over on the United States* Industry dwttawM fresh 

sources of raw aurterlale and new markets, and after 1850 

Surope embarked upon an imperialistic course aimed pviwuriLSy 

38 39 
Worftaf XXXII, 1231* p* 1231# 

' Worksf XXX f 298* 
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at exploiting the native populations# Formerly the British 

had settled colonies with whites, but now the backward people® 
1*1 

mm annexed, ' Mark Twain eone»ated« "There are many tamor-

ous things In the world § among them the white SM fi notion 
*MZ 

that he la leas savage than the other savages." 

In speaking of the Taaa&nian natives, Hark said, 

fhsse mm Indeed wo»Jerful people, the natives* 
They ought not to have he en wasted*. They should have 
been crossed with the whites. It would have Improved 
the white* and done the native a no harm# ^3 

He goes on to explain the status of the natives! 

But the natives were wasted, poor he role wild 
ereatures, They were gathered together in little 
settlements m neighboring islands, and paternally 
oared for by the goverrasent, and instructed in re-
ligion, and deprived of tobacco because the super-
intendent of the Sunday School was not a wudkMf and 
so considered sucking SMoral##*# . 

a ® whites always mean well.«* »but the kindest-
hearted white nan cafe always la# depended oh to prove 
himself inadequate when he deals with savages, <w 

Marie Twain explains that the white men were not used to 

savages and did not understand tribal law. He lamentsi 

Extermination seemed to be the proper aedicine 
for such ereatures as this, they did not kill all 
the blacke, but they promptly killed enough of them 
to make their own persona safe* ftcm the dawn of 
civilization down to this day the white man has al-
ways tared that very precaution* b$ 

hi 
JW Schlesinger, JEsSM Mm ESSfiSO&t P» x79* 

1+2 ^3 
Wo»k«f XX, 192, IMt*t P* 

ZM4*i PP» W * 186-187# 
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War vis a hatefult terrible thing to Hark Twainj he 

fell that wars were usually started for the purpose of na-

tional grood or private gain* The foreign policy of 

Theodore Roosevelt was vigorously opposed by Twain, and he 

wrote in 1908« 

Ills Excellency leaves for Washington today, to 
interest himself further in bis schema® of provoking 
a war with Japan with his battleships* Many wise 
t>eople contend that his idea, on the contrary, is to 
compel peace with Japan, but I think he wants a war# 
He was in a skiro&sh once at B m Juan Hill, and he got 
so much moonshine glory out of it that he has never been 
able to stop talking about it since**** 

I think this President is clearly insane in severftX 
ways, and insaneat upon war and its supreme glories# I 
think he longs for a big war wherein h® can spectacularly 
perform as chief general and chief admiral} and go down 
in history as the only monarch of aodera tiaes that has 
served both offices at the saae time* h$ 

The only tiiae that bloodshed and warfare wera Justi- • 

liable was whan the oppressed had an opportunity to over-

throw 4 aonartfh Mid obtain freedom* When a*«d to comment 

on the treaty at th© end of the Raaso*J'ftpaifts*» in which 

a®oaevelt had bean a aediator, Mark Swain belittM th® 

agr@@a©nti 

Russia was on the highroad to emancipation from 
an insane and intolerable slavery* I was hoping there 
would be no peace until Russian liberty was safe* X 
think that this was a holy war, in the best and noblest 
sense of that abused t®m# and that no war was tvtr 
charged with a higher Mission# 

Mark Tiraifl XXL Btaaatlfln̂  p* 6« 
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1 think tfoti* can be no doubt that that Mission 
is mm detente# woA Russia*s chain. rivetedf t&U tla* 
to stay, I think the Tsar will now withdraw the 
snail tnrauiitt** that haw teen forced fro® M » | and 
rtsHtie hit m&tm&l barbarisms with a relieved spirit 
aai an innewrorable Jay# I think Russian liberty bat 
had its last chance anc lost it, I thirfc nothing has 
been gained by tlm peaces that 1« reiaotely aosqpurafe3# 
to what has been sacrificed by it» Out sow bftttl® 
would have abolished fh« waiting chains of billions 
©a billions of unborn Russians, and 1 wish It could 
have been fought• I hope I am mistaken, yet in all 
sincerity I believe that this peace it entitled to 
rank m the acst conspicuous disaster in political 
history* hf 

In April, 1906, Mark Twain wrote an item entitled "The 

toerioan Gentlemen,* In it he sarcastically colls Theodore 

Roosevelt the representative Amriwm gentleman of the day. 

He represents whet the American gentleman ought 
not to be, and doea it as clearly, intelligibly and 
exhaustively at he represents what the Aastrican gen* 
tis«mn J&* Me are by long odds the most ill-raannered 
nation| civilised or savage, that exists on the plant* 
tod ay t and our President stands for us HJke a colossal 
aonument visible from all ends of the earth, He it 
fearfully hard and coarse where another gentleman 
would exhibit kindliness and delicacy. lately, when 
that creature of his, that misplaced doctor, that 
Governor of Cuba, that sleight%of-»haad s&|®r-g«»r&J,j 

Wood, penned up 600 helpless amgat in a holt 
and butchered every one of thea« allowing not ex'en a 
woman m child to escape, President 
sentative American gentleman, first American gentleman 
—put the heart and soul of w whole attlaa of gentl#» 
men into the scream of delight which he cabled to V?ood 
congratulating M a on this '"brilliant feat ©f *nuu* 
and praising him for thus •upholding the honor of the 
Amtviean flag#4 H8 

About this time Mark Twain was described as being so 

"unhappy and discontented with our government that he was not 

ty^Workar XXXII, 12^2-12^3, 

kft 
M a A awfo x& Saaltot P* 33* 
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conscious of the least emotion of patriotism him®If» 1# 

was overwhelmed with shame and confusion and utifhed lie m m 
k9 

not an American*" 

"The Var Prayer* coapletely explains Mark Twain's 

hatred for war. Tho essay picture3 the young recruits about 

to march away to war , antl at the final assei&bly in the church 

the sinister gives a long prayer for victory for tho nation*• 

armies• As the prayer closeŝ  a white-robed stranger enterŝ  

moves up the aisle, takes the minister's place ana interpret# 
50 

the i*@itX meaning of the prayer* JSxoerpts froa this awful 

prayer follow t 
0 Lord our God, help us to tear their soldiers 

to bloody shreds with our shells* help us to cover 
their smiling fields vith the pals forms of their 
patriot dead; help us to drown the thunder of the 
guns with the shrielts of thsir woundedt writhing in 
pain) help us to lay wsste their humble homes vith 
a hurricane of fire: help us to wring the hearts of 
their unoffending widows with unavailing grief 
for our sakes who adore Thee, Lord, blast their 
hopes, blight thair lives, protract their bitter 
•pilgrimage, stake heavy their steps, water their 
way with their ttars, stain the white anew with tha 
blood of their wounded foett We ask it, in the spirit 
of love, of fan Who is the Source of tove. and Who if 
the ever»faith£ul refuge and friend of all•that are 
sore beset and seek m§ aid with humble and contrite 
hearts. Araen. 51 

K. Wageriknecht, Mark Twain, Man apl M,!.. Marl*. p» 256. 

50 
Woriffu XXXII, 1232. 

51 
Works. XXIX, 398• 
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COK'CMfSlOt 

Saasuel Langhorne Clemens was printer, pilot» Biner, 

reporter, lecturer, author, publisher, and c a p i t a l i s t . * Hit 

lift was crowded f u l l of adventure, travel, tragedy, and 

death* He had grown up on the frontier In the period preo«d«» 

ing tin© Civil War* Fro® hi3 father and his brother Orion, 

who were both public officials, Hark Twain early learned a 

sense of political satire 5 he found that honesty in polititt# 

is seldom rewarded* Twain*a productive f e a r # were those of 

the latter half of the nineteenth century, and he was, in 

many respects, a product of M s time and place. Although 

few mn have been, wore fmom than he, few have been mm 
unhappy* Be knew how to laugh uproariously, but there wa# 

1 

tragedy in his laughter, 

For many years Mark Twain concerned himself earnestly 

with the human race and wrote hopefully for i t® betterment* 

He feftft been called a born reformer. Be was a child flf an 

age of faith, having fcrown up on the frontier, and he oould 
not breathe "the thin air of the modern self-styled Intel* 

2 • 
laotual*" This analyaie of his dilemma is given by Lucy Baaardi 

bi» Thorns and L\ L. Thomas, Filter Great M g i a m s , p» 220* 
21» yagerikneeht, Mark Twain ..the. f i t s and Hi a P» 229* 
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Mark Twain f inds Myself confronted by a spectaol* 
of a world where the strong uae the i r s trength l a b ru ta l 
and nnscrtiDuloue domination. where the shrewd -achieve 
the i r puppmm® by con emptible t r ickery , where the m®k 
struggle in va in , ,* .he i s toe deeply involved in the 
hazards and triumphs of the Gilded Ag# to e x t r i c a t e 
himself from i t and launch such an. -unqualified invec-
t ive a# was poured f o r t h a generation l a t e r by the muck* 
rakers . He takes refuge i n a philosophy of fa ta l i sm 
which t r ans fe r s the respons ib i l i ty fro® the individual 
to the universal• 3 

Marh Twain once said, that two things bred the deepest 

pessimism in h i a ^ p o l l t i c s and rel igion* By h is own ad~ 

jaisaion, these are "the two things which are the peculiar 
If 

domain of the hea r t , not the xaind*" Twain became more 

serious as he grew older• Re had always resented soc ia l 

and p o l i t i c a l in jus t i ces* Having a sensi t ive nature, he 

f e l t i n boyhood a deep sympathy fo r t l » slaves in BOnnibal* 

the West had a s p i r i t of deaoeratic freedom that lie l iked , 

hut even thefe he .aw the greed, cowardice, and inhumanity1 

of marifcind* While he was young, he could laugh at these 

wrongs ana even r id icule them to the point of burlesque* but 

In h i s older years ho hecaiu# so angry that he was of ten un» 

able to v r i to sat i re# He said: 
X wish I could £;ive those sharp s a t i r e s on 

European l i f e which you mention, hut of course, a 
man can ' t wri te successful s a t i r e except he he i n 
a calm| j ud ic i a l good htwor*. , . In t ru th I don ' t 

3 
L. U Sward, Sfee, l i«S M S i l MSS$a4»»» 

pp« 229"230» 

if 
MaA Twain's NotebookT edited by 4# B* Paine, p« 307* 



ever mm to b« In a good enough honor vlth anything 
to MtiviM lt« I©, 1 wit to stand tip taftfere it ami 
m n It and foas «i the ®outh, ©r take ft elub attfl 
i m i it t© rags and pulp».«5 

Hark feellags mm so strong that h« 

could not detaoh hlnself sufficiently froa hi# subject* 

Critics have pointed out the extent to vhleh personal is*' 

dlgztatlon aars artistic neatery la Ms writing. 

fwmia ttlMurt felt that ®m $mm4 duty of atn m i the 

duty of vebtUXoti against sham, unrighteous customs, and 

laws of K® usually was able to s©@ through the 

hypo«ri»t#s of M s dayj vhethe? they ljm>lv*d Mnt#f s«all* 

tiae politicians* or the President of the tft&tad States* He 

believed that holding public office often led a man to give 

up hie ideals mA eneeuBb to the corruption ®f bribery* tte 

the end of his life tie continued to attack those actions 

which seemed unfair* but he often withheld his etitragti 

thoughts from publication* With a family to support* Twain 

•aid'he van not fro® to express hi»§#l£ publicly at all tines* 

Then* too, his wife and daughter Clare and lifetine friend* 

V* D» How©11$* often urgod hi® to withhold M i aost bitter 

works froa publication# 

'Marie fw&in raged com? such abuses *• Coafressloiittl 

stupidity* isuaiclpal graft * the iimitquaey of the Jary systestf 

the corruption of the Judiciary* the brutality of a civil 

xxjd, 635̂  
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t h e e v i l s a n d h o r r o r s o f w a r . l a h i s p o l i t i c a l d o c -

t r i n e s h a s a t i r i s e d t h e d e s p o t # oaf t h e e a v t h f h e p r o c l a i m e d 

t h e s u p e r i o r i t y o f r e p u b l i c s t o a o n a r c h i e s ; h e e x p r e s s e d t h e 

h o p e t h a t t h r o u g h I n d i v i d u a l f r e e d o m a n d p u h l i f e d u c a t i o n t h e 

h u n a n m m n i g h t b e a d v a n c e d t o a p l a n e s e v e r y e t r e a c h e d * 

8® s t a t e d s 

I h a v e a m ? t r i e d i n t w o n e s i n g l e I n s t a t e © 
t o h e l p c u l t i v a t e t h e c u l t i v a t e d c l a s s e s , 1 v a t n o t 
e q u i p p e d f o r i t * f i t t e r b y n a t i v e g i f t s o r t r a i n i n g # 
And Z n e v e r h a d a n y a m b i t i o n i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , b u t 
a l w a y s h u n t e d f o r b i g g e r g a a e — t h e m a s s e s * 6 

X e t $ a t l * * t t h e d e e i d a d t h a t t h e s t o r y o f t h e g e n e r a * 

t i o n s i s n o m o r e t h a n a " s a d d r i f t b e t w e e n t h e e t e r n i t i e s 
7 

w i t h o u t p u r p o s e o r © B a a i n g # " As h e l o w e r e d h i s e s t i m a t e 

o f w h a t a a r & i a d w m c a p a b l e o f f h e g r a d u a l l y d l s c i s r i e d h i s 

h i g h e x p e c t a t i o n s o f a g l o r i o u s e n d i n g t o t h e 4 m m o f 

human h i s t o r y # He V o i c e d i n t o h i s own s o u l f o r t h e a n s w e r * 

a n a h e w r o t e t h i s o n S e p t e m b e r h f 1 9 0 7 * 

B v e y y a a a i s i n M s own p e r s o n t h e Hfcs3-e:!fe0ffl§a 
r a c e | w i t a n o t a d e t a i l l a c k i n g * I m t h e w h o l e 
h u n a n r a c e w i t h o u t a d e t a i l l a c k i n g # I h a v e s t u d i e d 
tii@ human m m w i t h d i l i g e n c e a n d s t r o n g i n t e r e s t a l l 
t h e s e y e a r s i a s f own p e r s o n ? i n a g r s e l f X f i a t i n b i s 
o r l i t t l e p r o p o r t i o n e v e r y q u a l i t y a n d e v e r y d e f e c t 
t h a t i s f i n d & o l e i n t h e m m o f t h e r a c e « » * » X k n e w t 
s h o u l d n o t f i n d a s i n g l © o r i g i n a l t h o u g h t i n a n y 
p h i l o s o p h y 9 a n d I k n e w I c o u l d n o t f u r n i s h on® m & • 

6 
V p p k a t X X X V , 5 2 7 . 

7 
f » P a r r i n g t o n , M a fiaaaffll* I n i W l i a f i a a 

I I I , 9 5 . 
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world myself, if 1 had five centuries to invent it in 
human race it a race of towardsj and X m not 

only m$mMng in that procession but carrying a ban-
ner# 8 

Many things have been said about Mark Twain's political 

satire• Edgar Lee Matters states that Muft Twain had no 

polltioal principles and cites the following laoidtntt to 

prove it» Twain joined the Confederate a»y and deserted § 

he allied hlaself with the post-Civil War lejttfelleiin Party 

whi©tj "lent itself to every fraud and every ruin to the fair 

Institution of the Republic $* he supported Garfield* regard** 

lets of the Credit Hoblller Seandalf he be ease a Jfngwwp 

and supported Cleveland* In conclusion, Masters says« 

Mm& Twain walked aiaid the idiocy and steneh of 
the times making faces* while standing with the putrid 
administration of Grant and with the questionable 
election of Heyea* He walked mM it all ng&itig ft® 
and gathering in money for burlesquelng verusin-eatea 
mountebanks Hk® the Duke and the King and letting the 
big thieves, the real einnales of liberty and beauty* 
go soot fre#**t#fwalii m» to #1 Mm® by M s 
social ties and did or said nothing to antagonise the 
bosses of the hour*' 9 

Van wyek Brooks writes that Hark Twain suppressed his 

real beliefs* ©resting in Mmmlf a state of eacasperation 

that was only partially relieved by private expression, 

of tea extremely profane ? la conversation «n3 letter#| and 

concludes* 

8 
I t t M &smUmt «<***«« W »# v©tot Intro*, 

duet ion | p# xsdju 

9 
E* !»• Masters, Mark 'gtfai.a, & aflftaaalfa pp. 195-199. 
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Me deals one blow &ftm another against the 
tmS&mtm of Aaerlean iApetftalisa* against the 
J&Xmm of Powert against the great power system 
••••All this In the privacy of Ms correspondence! 
la publlai he could not fwstl©a the. popular drift 
of his age. the pojmlar ery of Mi stfihw fNothing 
succeed# like snccessi *,*»«Hov eonld the saw who 
inveated la the market on tips from Henry Sogers 
arraign the capitalistic regime? 10 

On the contrary, Bernard Be ¥oto W i n s that re~ 

search can find fw eleaents of 1foe age that Hark Tvein 

not b*rle»quet eatirize, or deride* The whole obscene 

spectacle of governoeRt is passe# in rirriw^th® p»»id«tf 

Congress, the corruption of the electoratev bribery, and 

depravity. In the wild# expanse of his bom® there are f « 

social ulcers that Mark twain does not probe ̂ 

• Chronology is perhaps the answer t© Kark twain1 s po* 

litioal satire, Alexander Cowle* Most of Simla1* 

e«^f-boek* reflected hi# radical views chiefly in the ialr~ 

ror of history, and - the mst tiolest cmielses did not a$-» 

mm until to latter part of hi# Hfe^ souse of the most 

@og#at satire appearing posthtmrusly* It is possible that 

Mufc Tmdm9s \iwlmttOM cynicism about politics say have had 

its origin in his personal expectation of too auoh of aortal 

10 
?• W. Brooks, a a SffilfiHX SC M&J2l£ SfiOS, PP* 175-176* 

11 
.stn»rd. De veto, j|gs§| yia&ata, AasatiUau P* 267. 

12 
A* Owle, thq. American SovelT p, 6$*+ 
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a&a*~lnc luding hiaself• Ha was almost fantastically id®al*» 

istic is expecting mn and nations to eashibit tho noble at-

titude# St was aggrieved to see that s»n ar© not 
13 

altruistict that geveraiMmts sngaga la mr®M tatflags* 

Floyd Stovall nt«f fwaia as th* greatest Amwlmxt 

writer of his f̂ ntrmtioa* bat believes that h® was not 

great enough to understand ftlawelf op tilt eomtry* Be vat 

one of the few literary man who* 3JJ» Whitman, saw and 

criticised the shallowness! effrontery* aad mrmpt&m of 

American public and private life telag the Gilded Age, 

In hi® younger days he had faith and hope la the natural 

mm, such as Hook Pirn wm9 but as be grew old* ha accepted 

scientific facts aai threw that hops mmy* 

This is Parrlngton's consent on Maris Twain as a product 

of Ms tio* nad pMo#i 
What an ending for a child of the Gilded Met la 

Ms youth a caaplete frontiersman* with vut poi@atl«l 
wealth within h»f he hewod and hacked at his gonius, 
working the easiest veins, explotting the most acees* 
sible resourceŝ  wasting much to cash In on a little# 
And when in the end the fool*a gold turned t© ashes 
in his mm%h$ m a frontlersaan stiH he pursued his 
way alone s a' solitary pioaeea* exploring the univ#rs#| 
seeking a homestead in an ironical cosmos« until mm** 
vhelaed by the intolerable soli trade he M $ mock at all 
the gods# vihat a eoomentary on the 0124e6 Age! 15 

l3aM*f P* 635. 

?• Stovall* Aasarioan Ideallsa. pp« H3~llo« 

15 
Jarrington* us* fil*!** PP» 99*100. 
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1 do not agree with tlioa# who are incited to be too 

critical of Mark $wtla« lie was neither a scholar nor it 

political scientist, but he was a true humanitarian. Ho 

becaisft terribly iiiiH«si©»4 bemuse the democratic ideals 

did not work out in actual practice* Nteeroua quotation* 

have been given to shw that he did express himself on 

public issues. Re was well*infor»ed on. current affairsf 

and toe pibiicly attacked isasy evil# of his tiae which d## 

served satire* On the Coostock, he lashed out at the evil* 

of the frontier^ and the sordid dealings in Washington 

m m completely exposed in SbA ftlftded ABA* Tiro of his heat* 

known books, Urn andp £samssMi5Ui Bites are 

aerioua indictments against slaveryf monarchy, and other 

social wrongs of M # day* Marls Twain championed the rights 

of the ffegroes and other oppressed races and urged equality 

of the se»s*^ 

He owed allegiance to no political party after 188**, 

lilt baaed his persowl choice upon the integrity of "fee mm 

who m a running for office* Swala considered the welfare 

of the nation of first importance^ he believed that m®h 

oitisen had a dual responsibility to his conscience and to 

his country* B* hated blind allegiance either to party or 

to country. He • believed that every Individual srnst 

eta# independence of thought if we are to had* a fiisemay* 

4bwe all, he hated imperialism, greedt ami «®a?| those awful 

examples of man's inhumanity to man# 



125 

A difference# can. b© seen between the suggestion of 

political satire in pa Inaooanta J^.oM and tte Ideas e*» 

pressed by the author in "The Char's Soliloquy#" Earlier 

Hark Twain &mm& to blaae the mas.cs of the people for 
I— .—• 

their filth, dirt, and oppression# fin & (fenaagtlmt YarJcee 

h# told them to arise, towmthzm king and church* In his 

later years hm grasped the relationship of cause end effect ^rf 

and placed the bias® upon the monarch*. tlMr© was a definite 

growth both in his sympathy for th» weak and oppressed and 

in M s burning hatred for their despots#^] 

Soiae or!tics have felt that Twain's satire was wakened 

by personal indignation and emotional instability—tiat he 

was unable to master the materials of his satire* In sy 

opinion, however, Mark Twain is a aore effective political 

satirist than M s critics hove generally considered him* 

While his writings 1mk objectivity and Mtswint* tbtsr* 

nevertheless, have vitality, strength, and penetration* The 

feeling of aoral indignation is strong in Hark ftrtln* m it 

is in Moliere and Swift, This quality aore than any othsar 

gives to his politioal satire its lasting effectiveness* 



4o6*0V9y K# E»» 
Cambridge, Harfftffi 

C. A) 

.varsity Press, I9fo# 

Beard. Mary, 
§ €M$ltxO&, 2 Vols#* ill. £« 

» m a n t 193?* 

Ballony. 0# %t i&Cfe J m i a && ft tttejp AcUi&» Mommf 
Ilniveraity of 0kliihai8& Preas, 19^# 

mson, Ivan, foyfc twainWalUr^n laara. Stanford* St«wf©ri 
U n i w s i t y T F e s s , 193S. 

Brocks, ?an Wyck, 
Dutton, 1933* 

Calverton, V, F», ^ 
C» ^Tribnerra 

Hew & A . E# P* 

l a p i m 
», 1932# 

Clenens, S* r,«, M 3 M S , M, ^ 1 $ $BSSi Definit ive e d i -
t ion, 37 vox*** ®ev York, Gabriel Wells, 1922-25# 

,t * f • £ \ t Bute ystl&'fi S » 
Howe Ijls, Ifew xork, Harp® a? 

introduction by W* D» 
Iff©##, 1910* 

Coviey ille^ancler, J | | £ flsfe&fifia S m l i >&* Aa&riean 
Book Co*, 19hB. 

Craven, Avery, 
Scribrar's Sons* 191k2 

of. .tha g l y i l Magjp Hew York, C» 

DeVoto, Bernard*. oditor , jgufc ZltiJLn X& MmM&h * 
Harpers, 19St* 

DeVoto, Bernard * Hark Twain's Aa»rlca» Boston, X«ittle, Brown 
and Co,, 1933* 

Ferguson, DeJ&ncey, 
BobbgfrMerri*" 

IJ&aard, L, L, , 
ffcoaas Y. llimre" 

Mfia&t H&w xorkf 

Xa tiLSaatem? York* 



12? 

Hcwells^W. D.| j& M i ^rk, Hamper and Bros,, 

Mack, S».MM 4& itea^t* *** Storfe, Charles Sorifr« 
ner's Sons, 1! 

Masters, S. U , MM2$ A &B2&9&U ^ Charles 
scribner^ Sona, 193<h 

Palws 4, B» | editor, ̂  %mX$C,M flgtetofct » * ^ric, Barpo# 
ana Bros*, 1935# 

Pa»lg|on|fef.^L.| |p|ls&B &£ttS&&i Vol. 

Pat tee, F. L*, lark Twain, jframffltllttaft *"* 
Tos%f American Book Co., 1935V 

Fellcnre. *.'• C# f>*, Mark Twain Hlgr^a from Eannlbal. Wm Yorkt 
Honson Book p m m f 19^5* 

Schleslnger, A.M., BSte M J M ££&A£Q&> ®w York, Mm* 
mlllsa, W 9 * 

-Stovall, Floyd, Aaserlc&n Irieallgm. fopmHj Ur&veraity of 
Oklahoaa Press, l9l+3. 

Thomas, Henry an<5 Sottas, Dana Loe, f M M S$s&S M M « 
Garden City, !f» Y«, Double day, W*S» 

Wagenknecht, 1* C*, Mark Twain tfre. Man and His MssSki 
Haven, Xale University Press, 1935"* 

Weetor. Dixsa^Sp Ejjggyt fi£ BiffiilMs Boston, Houghton 
Mifflin, 1952, 

Articles 

Clemens, S. L., "The Csar'a Soliloquy, " JSOfcSk ifflXiSM St* 
vleyt DDOOC (1905), 322-326» 

Clemens, S« L«, "A Defcnce of General Punston," Korth 
&OlttE» EXLXI (1902), 6l3-62*f. 

Meyer, Harold, "Hark Twain on the Comstock,* 
2lSK, XII (1927), 197-207* 


