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CHAPIER I
INTRODUCTION

Samuel Langhorne Clemens vas of English middle~class and
Irish ancestry. Hls grandparents on both sides were proud,
gelf'wrespeeting frontier follk who had been small slsves
holders in Virginis and Keniucky. The Lamptons were his
maternal grandparents. The father, Jobn Marshall Clemens,
wag named after the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United States, who was alsc a Virginian. HMarshall's
father died in 1805 when he was only seven, and the boy left
s step-father's home to become self-supporting at the age
of fourteen. His initlal step toward a career of his own
was apprenticeship to the lawv. Clemens settled in
Columbia, Kentucky, to study with an attorney named Cyrus
Halker. BHe was pgranted a license to praciice in the Kene
tucky courts on October 29, 1822,

John M. Clemens was descrlbed at that time as follows:

f3¢1cate of the County sonct of %ﬁ?&iﬁ%“m%

a young man of honesty, probity, and good demesnors
and it appearing to ua§atxm a aﬁme&l smmimtm

&8 to his legal knowledge, that he is duly qualis-
fied for the practice. !

1
Quoted in D, Weeter, Sam Clemens aly Pe b,
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On May 6, 1823, Jane lLamplon and John M. Clemens were
married In Adair County. The Clemens family made & series
of moves toward the frontler, and Samuel L. Clemens, their
£4£th ehild, was born in Florida, Missouri, the farthest
polnt of their westward migration, on Hovember 30, 1835,

The Clemens family bhad moved to Flordida in the hope
that the Salt River would hecome & navipable sirean rivals
Ying the Mississippi. It was in Florida that Sam's fathey
enjoyed bis first and only bloom of f@rmmﬁ In 1837 he
was appointed first on & board of sixtieen commlissicners
to take subseriptions to the capital stock of the Sals
fiver Navigation Company. He alsc hesded s commission of
alx members to promote a Florida and Pards Rallroad and
later became a trustee on the board of Florida Acedemy.
John Mzrshall Clemens on November G, 1837, took the cath of
office as a Judge of the Monroe County Court. This was the
“zenith of his professionsl 1ife,” and he kept the title of
“Judge" for the rest of his }.ifc:" Wectsy stated that 1t
was an office of more prestige than profit,

The panic of 1837 had serious effects in Florida and
the neighboring county. The Salt River lost its nproespects
of becoming a navigation center, for railroad rumors had

3

2 3
Ibides Po W7 Ibides pe 4B

b
Ibid., p. 48,
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muined the river, and a Dewocratic Congress had turned iis
5 John Clemens decided
that he had made & mistake and should atiempt a fresh start
ia Hannibal, whieh wag thirty miles away on the Mississippl.
He purchased a quariter of a city block in the business
section of Hannibal in 1829, borrowing the money to stogk a

back on the proposed improvements,

peneral store.

The last ten years of John Clemensts 1ife were years
of extreme poverty. At least two men who had horrowved money
from him took the bhankruptey law and left his finances in e
oritical ammﬁﬁ%i@ng Hark Twasln later said that Ira Stout
ruined his father, The fanily home and furniture were
asuctioned in sayment of their debts in 1842, John M, Clemens
wvag & stern, austere person who nover veered from the code
of a Virginia gentlemasn. He felt he must satisfy all claims
againat him, even offering the silverware andé furniture to
clear Wle debta, This presaged a similar aet in Mark Twain's
1ife fifty yvears latarg?

Clemens tried to meet expenses by practieing law. From
August, 18%Wh, wmtll July, 1845, he served as road dlstricting

3
84 Le Clomens, ;ﬁﬂ ipdtings of Mark Iwalns Definitive
Edition (37 Vols.), XXX, 20. (He fter referred to ae Works.)

&
wﬁ%ﬁtﬁ?g EB» mtig; Pe éé%
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Justice of the peace for his township, VYeeter, in studye
ing the county recordsy found that he held inguests, alded
the court in criminal prosscutions, lssuved subpoenan, and
took depositions Tor meager Tees. In Lifs on the Hisslssipri,
Hork Twain sald, "My father wes s Justice of the pesce, and

I surposed he Dossessed the nower of life and ﬁgﬁt&z over all
men, and could hang anybody that offended him,® |
An old undated clipping from the St. Loutls Jeryblican

was pasted in a seraph ok owned by Somuel Vehster. It dew
serihes John M. Clemens, Justice of the Peace of Hanrdbal,
as followg:

a shorn, m‘z’i}@n@z}iﬁ&m of splenddd commOn SCUSG. » «
the au!:oamt of the little &im% room on Blrd Sireet
where he held his court. t2 furndture cone
sisted of a dry-goods box which gerved the double
purnoge of a deglk foyr the Judpge and tahle for the
lawyers, three or four rude stoocls and a puncheor
bench i‘m* the mry, Angd here on court days vhen
the Judge climbed u Iis three-legged stool
rapped on the box with his kmickles and domarded
'gilence in the court' it wa § fully expected that
sllonce wvould relpn supreme.

In the sprine of 1846 Jndge Clemens was host %o &
group of business men who were interested in bullding a
rallroad from Hannibal to Bt. Joseph. As chalrman of the
citizonst comrditees in Hovember of that year he published
& report advoenting the construction of a macadanmized road

8
Horks, XTI, 35.

9
vecter, o@ie 0lles PPy 104-105,
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from Vannibal to St. Joseph. Mo also worked cn getting a
projected Masonlc collepe for the atate of Masonri loeated
in ﬁanaiﬁalgla In addition te all of these other elvie dulies,
Jon Clemens was oregident of the Hanndbal Library Institute,
The Hanndbal Gapette anmounced hia sandidacy for Clerk

of the Cirevit Court on Tovember §, 1846, Clemens is slleged

tc have resenbled 018 Hickory, at in politles he wags z fMrm
Henry Clay ¥hig, befitiing his Pedernlist ﬂ%ﬁﬁtzl The Gasetts,
u Democratic paper, praised Clsmens for his "pobhlic spirig®
Qnﬁ'hia irh genge of Hustice and zorsl rectitude.? Soth
partiss endorsed him, and the “higs were urged not to be too
partisan in their camnalgn in order not to alienate the
Ngmoerats who glac plammed in suppord Clemens.

Hark Twaln wrote in his Aptobliooraphy that Mis father

died from over-~expogure after his return on horseback from
a t»ip to Palmyra to taks the oath of effiaﬁﬁigwasﬁﬁr states
that John M. Clemens died of mneumonia on March 24, 1847, at
least Tour months before the olectlion was to take Fl&ﬁ@%is
s lszet request was fo urge his family to ¢ling to the
Tennessee land. Samuel Clemena*s father was burisd on

Hareh 2%, 1'h7, in the old Baptist Cemetery on & hill about

ic 11
m*# Ps 111, m»g P 15.

12
Horks, XXXVIL, 274275
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a mile and a half norih of the village, with his farily,
friende, and mombers of the Library Instifute p?@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ’x%

The biographiesl favts show thaet Mark Twain's father
was a very conncientions nublic officer ad g civic-ninded
cltizen. The pattern of his fathers integrity was in such
confirast to the actual political practices of his day that
1t made Mark Twuln s eynie. Although John Clenens and
Orion were perfeet erapplos of honesty seg publie servants,
heth were commlete Financinl frilures. AT heart ¥Mark Pwain
was 2 moralist and 8 reforser, Mt many of Ms blogranhors
hove =aid that he 41¢ net reveal his Imnermost thoovghis in
Big publizhed ~orks. A2 he seew older, he wrote In his

mtebook and letiors morve and more bitterly abont the shams

Vark Twzin always felt a certain consleaint for his
fatherts memory, because of hia suffering and humilistion
over thelr extreme poverty, buf he admired his father's mwn-
bending inteprlty in Tnanclal metters. Twain was early
inpressed with his Tather's recopnition of moral oblipation.
The code of honor of Judge Clemens mast heve renained in
Hark's mind and rankled in his eonsclencs, as evidenced by
nis use of 1t in Puddnthesd |

In Missourd 2 rocognized supsricrity attached to
any person who hailed from 014 Virginiajy and this

ik ,
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aguperdority was exslied tc a supremacy vhen a pepson
of such nativity could also prove descent from the
Pirst Fasmilies of thal greal commormrealih. :

In their eyes it wags a nobility, It had its
writlen laws, and they vers as clearly ¢eflined and as
sgtrict aalan{gjﬁat could be found among the primted
statuies of the land. '

Honor stood Tirsty and the laws defined vhat it
was and wherein it 8iffered in certain fetails from
laws and oustoms of gome of the minor divisions of
the clobe that had got erowded out when the socred
boundaries of Virginia were staked out., 15

Mark Twaint's persomal introductlion to politics came in
Hevada whore corruption and political intrigue were renpanb.
ILater, as a reporter in San Prancisce and in Washington, he
ridiculed the antice of professional politicans. Twain took
an active interest in nationsl affalrs durling the twenty yoars
that his home was in Hartford. There are nmumerousz refercnoes
to politices in g writing. This thesls is intended to
develop several phases of hils ever-changing politlcal beliefs,

1%
Horks, XvI, 101,



CHAPITR 1X
FOLYIICS IW ERVADA

The trip of Sam and COrion Clemens to Hevada by stagoe
coasch in 1861 bhas been thoroughly described in JHoushine It
Orion Clemens had campaigned for Lincoln and conseguently,

had recelved his appointment as Secretary of the Territory
of Hevada through the help of his friend Judge Bates of Bi.
Ionis vho was the new Attorney~ieneral. Sam had agreod to
furnish the noney for the fares, in return for & position
a8 Orion'g private secrcotary.

vhen the brothers errived In Cavson City, they found a
roon &t Murphy's boardinghouse with the members of Hye's
Irish bripgade:

It was & jJolly company, the Tourteen. They were
reineipally voluntary canmp-follovers of the Governor,
who had jJoined his retinue by thelr cen clestion at
Hew York and fan Franclsco, and care alaﬁi, feeling
that in the scuffle for liltle territorial crumbs
and offices they could not make their condition more
precarious than it was, and might reascnably expect
to make 1t better. Thsy were popularly known as the
*Irish Brigade,'tbough there were only four or five
Irishmen swong 2ll the Covernor's relainers. His ,
goodenatured Exesllency was mueh annoyed at the gossip
s henchnen er&aﬁaéw-esgacialiy when there arcse a
rumor that they were paid assassins of his, brought
along ﬁuieily to reduce the Demoeratice vote when
desirable,

; ,_: 11 :{j 15{}‘
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The Governor had to Pind enmployment Tor these men umtdl
the legislature could wmeet., He Tirst Instrocted thenm o supe
vay a railread from Carson City westwerd, but rememboring

2

the Slerra Tevada Mourtains, he reversed the direction of the

road, promising, "When the leglislature meelsy T will have the
neceszary blll mored and the remanersilon ar?angwé.“ﬁ The
snrveying crow wog turned loose in the desert until thoy ade
wanced so far that they finelly hed te szet vy canp in the
Meld. The guery wag mode, "Fov far castward?" The Governor
wized back: ®To the Atlantic Ocean, Llast yeul fnd then
hridee 4% ond go ﬁﬁ!"s
Tye 4id not get rid of his retalners, howevery mont of

then staved in Cargson G4ty until afteyr the lepislature mot.
Bome of the "earpethoggera™ got ofTicesy some hecame minerss
and others went on to Califtomis or returned home. Prom the
time ‘that he arrived in Wevada in tugust, 106L, wiill De-
cember of that year, Ban Clemens was a nember of the
Brigedey

The territorial legislatvre met on October 1, 1861, and
Sam holred Orion arsange a meetingerlsce (Corry's Varn
Serinegs Hotel) twe miles from the oity. The hall was Jdonaled,

Wit Orten hod to buy some canves fo gseparate the room into

2 3
m** Pe lﬁlﬁ mﬁ«g Py 151&
}

. M, Mack, Mapk Dwalp in B P 75
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meeting-places for the tuo kouses. Although Crien had saved
the rental fee, tie price of the cloth wasg deducted fronm his
salary.

Hark Cwain's mother had weitten sfter thls incident, "It
leoks like 3 man can't held office and be honests® Jan row

plicd ae fellousn:

Yhy eﬂ@taimig not, Hadam. & men gan't hold public ofw
fice and bo honest. Lord bless you, 1t is common prage
tice vith Orion %o go about fown gtealing 1itile ¥5ings
that happen %o be lying arcund locse. And T don't
revember having heard hinm apesk the ft2uth since we have
been in ¥evada. He even ﬁrﬁe& to prevall on gie to do
thoge thines, Ma, ot I wasntt brought up that WAy, yon
now. Tou @%ﬂWﬁ' the pnhlie whal 3 could do ia that
line »han you valsed me, Madam. Dn' tThen you ought te
have ralsed me first, sc that Orion could have had the
berefit of ny example, To you know that he 2fole 211
the stasps out of an elght-stamp quartz 2111 one uight,
and brought then hgﬁm urvier his ovar-ceat and hid them
In the back roon?

Also in Joughlng It Mark Twalin reforred several tines
to the fact that Orion saved money for the government Just

to have 1t sublracled from his salary,. There were tha ine
cidents of ¢rouble over the cosi »of printing ,the vouchers
for getiing the wood sawed, and the office rent.

The next time that wood had to be sawed for heating
the legislative hall, San took charge of the contract, ome-
ployed the same Indlan, and taught him to make a2 ernss. When
the work was Tinished and a woucher made, the Indian affixed
an *X* that "looked like it had been drunk a year.® The

5

Terai

;ﬁ :X:*:?ﬁvg 68‘
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procedure was witnessed By Yam, and lhe voucher went through
unzuestionsd, Fe cousented upon hie own and Orien's Labitss
Oplon kept hiz office In his bedroom and charged
the United States no rent, although his *instruetions?
provided Tor that 1lemy, and he gould have justly taken
advantage of 1% (a thing which I would have done with
mere than llghtaing prompiness 1€ I hsd been Secrciary
myself). 3ot the Ualted States never applouded thie
devetion, Indeed, I think sy country was ashared to
hove v improvident a persom in ite employ, &
Ag Tor himgelf, Sam gald, "The government of my couniry
snubs honest simplielty, bt fondles artlstle villeiny, and
I think T might have developed Inte e very capable picke
pocket if T had remained in lBe public service a year or
W@‘ tt ’
Twaln nevey recelved g cent in aciual galary for his
asgistance to Ordony buatl e got & great deal of experience
and knovledge of the poliiielans, thelr conceilt and chie
canery, egotisr and incompetency. ‘he humorous articles
that he wrole ghbout these political "big-shois® helped to
obtain for him his first Job as a reporter on the Zeprrl-
forial Internprise. All the time that he was in Nevada he
was interested in lerritorial pelitics and enjoyed revorie
ing the meetings of the Wevada legislature and the first
S8tate Constitutional Convention. ¥He watched the rise of

dorks, XXX, 18C. Ibid.y Pe 181,
8

Hack, 0D« 8ll+y Do 92.
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the new government in the territory with all its imperfections,
amd sald, "There 12 something solemnly funny about the struge
gles of a new~born territorial government %o pet a gtart in
this wgrléﬁﬂg The people of the territory resented having
cutgiders interfere in theilr govermment and wanted to work
out their own problems of government. Mark Twaln commented,
The people were glad to have a legitimately constituted
government, but d4id not particnlarly enjoy heving strangers
from dlstant states put in suthority over themw-wg sentiment
that was natural enough.®

After Mark's attempts at making & fortune in mining
proved ungsuecessful, he accepled a position as local pe-
porter for the Jerritorisl Enterprize under Joe Goodman.
Life in Virginia City was wild and roughy murders occcurred
daily, and 1t was Mark Twain's duty to write about these
, A%
was taken fyrom the crime conditions on the Comstock,. He
partionlarly abhorred the jury system, because 1t wss

erimes of violence. Much of the material for Roughing

heampered with so many useless formsllitles., Twain believed
the usual custom of selecting a jJury was a waste of time,
energy, snd expense, The jurors had to swear that they had
not read abount, discussed, or formed any oplnions regarding
the case to be tried. The result was that uswvally a gronp
of uneducated, unthinking men served on the Jury, for any

1o

gm’! Izz? 177« mm; Pe l?ﬁa
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one else was asulomatically disqualified, The author siaded
that had Alfred the Great known how conditions would change
in the nineteenth century, he would never have invented such
a system, for "1t had become the most infallible agency for
defeating Justice that human wisdom could @ﬁ&t@iﬁ@uﬂllmﬂhéi;
jury system excludes honest men and men of brains." "he
Jury system puls s ban upon intelligence and honesty, and
a premium upon ignorance, stupldity, and yeijryuﬁzs

Host of the territorial judges had very little knovle
edge of legal matters; however, they were often required to
rule upon cases Involving millions of dollars. Hany of them
were “carpetbageers® sppointed by Lincoln at @i&h&%&ﬁmﬁﬁﬁérﬁd
dollars a year, and they were highly susceptible to bribery.
The lawyers came in for some of the graft, tovo, for they |
drav exorbitant feesx from ihe mining nieg, (It iz rem
ported that B2ill Stewart was 2 miliionaire when he left
Nevada for ﬁgahiﬁg%@ny31§ There 18 alsc historical datum
to the effect that the verdicts of Juries were purchased and
troublesome witnesses killed or spirited out of the terrie
tory. The greatest trouble that the lawyers had with the
Judges was getiing them paid off before a higher bid was

accepted., Judpes even sent oul hroers who demanded a

11 i2
Korka, IV, 5556, Ibldey Pe 56.
13 1
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apeeific price for a favorable decision, this sometimes rmune
ning as high ag ten to twenly-Pive thonsand é&llara,xs

Ig there any wonder that Mark Twain states that out of
the two to three hundred persons who had been murdered in
Hevada, only twe murderers had sulfered the death penalty?
He adds, ". « « Four or five who had no mponey and no political
influence have been punished by loprisonmente-one langulshed
in prison as much ay eighl months, I think. However, I do
not desire to e extravagant--it may have been 1@@&«“&6

San wrote lightly sbout the activiitles of desperadoes in
Virginia City, but he wes experiencing a grovth of resents
went against the injustice of certaln aspects of the social
5yﬁﬁﬁmgl? Sam Clemens dellighted in lambastinz some politiclan
pr small-town office~holder or exposing some miscarrisge of
Ju tice that he thought needed correcting. Rollin M, Daggeli,
a forceful writer, taught Clemens many valusble lessons in
the job of fighting corrupiion in high plages with the
printed word. "The Petrified Mgn," published in the Entep~
Leige on October 12, 1862, is an example of SBan's ridicule.
e chose Judge G. T+ Sewally Justice of the Peace and ex~

of ficio Coroner, as hisz objeet of satire, and after the

i7 | | ,
I, Benson, Mark Iwalnls
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sketeh had bhegn widely printed in Gallfornia, and Tinally
gven ag far away as Iondon, he added insalt to injury by
mavking evary copy of the story "with a prominent belt of
ink™ and seonding 1t to the 3&@@&%13

Late in 1862 3anm suggesied to Jogeph Coodman that he be
perdtted to report the coming procesdings of the Territorial
Legislature a% Carson City. 4although Clemens was unterained
in parilamentary procedurs, Goodman congentod for he knew
that whether Clemens got the reports right or noi, he would
at least nake them r@&éﬁ&l&;i The reporierts job had fore
merly been held by ¥illiam Gillesple who had advansged to
clerk of the house. Fe ccached Mark Twaln on leglislative
and parliameniary metters, while Jack Simmons, Speaker of
the House, and Hilly Clezret, the Mumboldt delegste, ware
is gpecial eronies and kep!t hin informed about the politi-
cal intrigues,

Clemensts articles wers not all on the passage, dise
cussion, or defeat of bills, The members came in for thelr
ghare of burlesque. After the delegates from Yashoe City had
been particularly active during one session, S-m decided

to polish them off with a2 11ttle badinape in the form of an

18

Mack, 9D..ciley Pe 2130
19 |
Horks, XXX, 218.
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article entitled ®A Big Thing 4n Wnshoo City"™ or "The Grand
20

Bnll Drivers' Convention.® For example,; one delegate at

the gonverntion is descoribed ag Pollowss

The Hon. John X, Lovejoy arcose in his place and
blew his horn. He made honorable mention of the Legis-
laturc and the Committec on Intermal Improvements. He
toid how the fountaing of their great deep were broken
un, and they rained Torty days and forty nipghts, and
brought on a flood of tell rosds over the wham land .
He explainod to them that the more tell roads thero
were, the more competlition there would be, and the
roads would be pood, and tolls moderaste in consequence,

The activities of the group are hurlesqued, and in conclod-
ing, Mark states that 1t was a conviviel ocossion, He seld,

.« « When T went to bed this morrning, Mr, lLoveloy
arrayed in fiery red night clothes, wag dancing the
war dance of his tribe (he is President of the Peiute
Assceiation) around a spittoon and Colonel Howard,
dressed in a similar manner, was trying to wmﬁma
hirm that he was & humbug. a suspicion crossed ny

mind that they were partially intoxicated, hut '}“ eould
not be gure abont it on aeccount of wwymmg appears
ing to tven aromnd so,. T left dWashoe City this morne
ing at nine o'clock, fully persusded that I would like
te go back there agam w‘mn the next convention meots,

22

Hot many of thene early letters written sbout Neovadals
politicians are now extant, g
‘ﬁé

Many of the artlicles in the Enternpise were conied and

widely quoted in other papsrs, Sam Clemens was llding &
reputation, and on Pebruary 2, 1863, he firast signed a

20
Mavky 0D« 2i%es Ds 22k,

23
tuoted in HMack, QOD. @ltey De 225,

22
ABAdes Pe 227
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Carson dispalch with the pseudonysm, "Hask iwaln,® lMark's
ifluence grew raplély In the year 1863, snd as he wrote
abon’ the mepiis of each law pagsed, the nembers of the
legiglature began Lo fear the ridlcule at whick he wns bew
coming adept. vhen be learaed the way to gel ithings done
in the legislature, he put his Influvence to good sdvantage
for Oricne He wrote later of the infliuence ho enjoyed:
Opdon wes soon very popular with the members of

the legislature, because they found that vhereas they

couldn’t tsuslly trust esch other, aor anybody else,

they could trust him, He eassily held the bhelt fop

honesty in that eountry, but It J4idn't do him any

geod in a2 peeunlary way, because he had no talent for

either pepguading or scaring legislators. But I was

differently situsted. I wag there every day in the

legislaturs to distribuie compliment and ecensure with

evenly balanced justice and syread the same over half

a page of the Fnterprise every morning; eonsequently

I was an infloence. 23

Under the lav the Seorctary of State had been regqulred
to record all mining-corporatlion and tolleroad francilses,
and for this work he received a vecording fee. Mark helped
to get an smendment to the law providing thet every corporaw
tion doing business in Nevada sust record its charter in full
in a record to be kept by the Secretary. The rate of forty
cents 8 folio for one hundred words and five dolliars for
farnishing a certificate of each record was charged, and the
Seerctary was allowed to keep the fees, Orion's remunerations
from this source were as high as one thousand dollars a month

in gﬂléagk

2 e b & ;{E&W}I, 3{}?‘*3%* %M*t Ps 308 -
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Thepo are several nworvous reflepsnees to the Tevada

leglslators In Jpud

: $3s threee of the best known ones
are on eoonvsly, oxpracliures, and the granting of Tranchises.
Teain gald,

Hevada leplislators levied fames to the amount of
thirty or forty thousend dollars and opdered expendi-
tures to the extent of a2bout a million. Yei they had
1ittle periocdicel explosions of economy like all other
bedles of the kimd., A membey proposed o sagve three
dollars & day to the nation by dispensing with the Chape
lain,  And yvel that shortesishted man needed the Chape
lain more than any other member, perhspsy for he
ronerally sat with his feot on hlc desk, caltling raw
turnips during the morning prayer. -

On the subjeet of expenditures, he ridiculed the group:

They had got to raising pumpking and polatoes in
vashos Valley, and of course one of the firat achleves
monty of the iﬁgi&l&tnre was to institule a ten~thousande
dollar agricultural falr to show off forty dollars' worth
of those punplkins in--however, the t;wmtwmi?%@gim

sture vas usually spoken of as the Yasylum.t &

dpain on the praviing of tolleroad fronchlsges, Mark Twain
nokes fun at the leplslabures

The legislature set sixly days, and passed private
toll=poad franchises all the time., When adjourned--every
ciidzen owned about three franchiseg=-'1% was helloved
that uniess Congress gave the territory ancther degree
of longlinde there would not be room enough o accomnow
date the toll-roads, 7The ends of them wers hanging
over the boundary line everywhere like a Iringe.'2V

Politieal influsace in the Territory is explained by the asthor.
A saleoorn~keeper held a shade higher rank than any cthey member

25 | 2
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of societyy Ms oninten hed weldght, Tt was his nrivilors
to nar hov eleetions rhovld ro. o » 1Y was a hirh Taver
whon the chirl moloon-keoper aﬂﬁgggﬁaﬁ to serve in the legise
lature or the board of aldermen.™

MPrer hecowing vell vorsed in lerislative matters, Mark
vuadn shsoreed yerr clossly the sotivities of the lsgiviature,
Yhon 2 bad low wos vagsed, the mombers knew therr woulsd be
adverse publicity, for Mart alwave pushed to nrint his dew
ﬁ&m&iati@ﬁwgﬁ Tn his artinle "The Speat Prize Tipght? Twaln
satirized the nolitiviane of Californias and Yewada., “he ftwo
eontestants in the fight, according to the sketeh, were
fovernor Telend Stanford, Sovernor of Talifornia, and the
Tenorable Uy T Low, Covernor-olect of California. S8techen
Field, Supreme Court Jastice of Colifornia, was Tow's second,
and the Honershle Williem M. “tewart {commonly called Bully-
razring BLll Stewart), the most populer and distinguished

| o 30
lawyer in Tevada, served on the part of Goverror Stanford.

yas written tr eatirize the owner of the Magnolia Saloon in
Cargsen City. Twaln alse made 4. O. Gasherie, the fheriff of

Crmsby, an objeet of ridicule, and bitterly atitacked the San

Franclseo yagwra;El Hark blamed the papers for keeping sllent

[
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ebout the Spring Valley “ater Commanyts borrowing money and

cocking dividonds, The story wes wohlished in the Entarnrige

en October 2%, 1863, and coused & great deal of trouble because
21 wag not roeopndzed as 2 loax, Some of the Califernia papers
demanded Mark's pesignation, o they wonld not quote another
1ine Crom the Pntosnpise. The chief attack had been on the

San Prancliseo Zulloting

Ha(fort-ine) had hoen n heavy oyner in the best mines of
Virginia ané Gold Hill, but when the San Francisco
papers cxposed tho game of enoking dlvidends in order

to bolster up our stocks, he grow afraid and sold out
id Anrastod to an irmense amount in Opring Valley later
Company of San Fpancisco. He was advised to do ihis by
a relative of his, one of the editors of the San Frane
cisco Bulletln, who had suffered peguniarily by ihe
divicdend cooking systerm ag anrlied to the Naney Mining
Conmpanys « » « It is presamed that this misfortune

Y

dmove hin mad and resnlted in his k41line his family.3?

v3itor Cocdman bachod Mark Twain, who for the rest of
s gtay in the Yeszt struck out boldly and fiercely when he
wanted to take a stand for human Justice.

Thers uss only one political party of any conseguence in
Tovada in 1863; that wes the Union party. Two factions arose
within the party, causing bitter fends to develop in ¥irginia

City. The £ight culminated in an oditorial rivalry h&twmgg
L

Tom Fiteh of the Indlepn amé Jos Geodman of the Bnternrise

Piteh had previonsly walked out of a party meeting, and as

32
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*

a preguld, ves barved froo e convenilon, e botame very
abusive In his edftorials, while BI1L Slewarl and Sandy

Bzldwin exproseed the oppoging vicws in the

s ebalionged Doodman fo & dvel ang was orine

Mhen Goodvan shol Lin In the log.
The Goodman facltlon of the UTnion warty send delepalos

te the Censtiluilenal Corwenticn in Carcon City eon Octobep
26, 063, Mork Teain went along te roport the proceedings,

& job whick be 1@ very carefully, comuenting on the dis-
cusedong ant the messures adoplted. His opindons had bogun
to carey welpght, for the politiclans eagerly scupht his
friencshipe  Trnuen sisztes thaly "o hed developsd a certaln
represgion in hlas avilelesy he weos cupeviencing for the {irsd

e

time the effecltiveness of suelal salirey he wng preparcd to

develop the new veln he had discovered In hls Caveon City
3&
prospeeling.”
Taxation wos the controvorsliel issue ai the Convention,

for oo wepe Tow Ixdustrics in the Territory. The burden

o

“taxabion for gtotehood Lo follen om the mlngsy therelore,
3111 Stewart, legsl counsel for the lavgest mines on the lede
and a menber of the eonventicn, trizd to have the tux clanges
amendedy but he was unsuccessful. vhen the Constitution was

submitted to the mewa&a, 3tewart and Sandy Beldwin toured

3
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the territory and helped to overvhelmingly defeat it‘gg

These two presented Mark Twailn with s two hundred dollar
gold watch iIn an effort to oblain favorable publicity in the
most powerful politiesl organ in the Territory, the Inter
RELEG '

Twain had this to say about the convention in Soushing

ik

A conventlon had framed a state conatitutiong nine men
out of iten wanted an officey I helleved these gentlew
men would *treat' the moneyless and the irresponsible
among the population into adopting the constitution and
thus weil-nigh killing the country (1t could not well
carry such a load as a plate govermment since it hsd
nothing to tax that could stand a tax). « « and 1t 4ig
seem a8 if nobody was ever going to think of the simple
salvation of inflicting a money penalty on mmrder,36

The work of the Constltulional Convention was completed
at eleven o'clock on the night of December 13, A Third House
or burlesqgue meeting was organized iomediately, and Mark Teain
was uwnaniaously clected "Governor of the Third House.® The
proceedings were hilarious, especially, the way in which Mapk
made parliamentery rulings, After baving thorpughly ridiculed
the members of the First House, Governor Mark Twain adjourned
the Third House with this addreast

Gentlenent Your proceedings have been oxaetly similay

to those of the Convention whieh preceded you, You

have considered a subleet which you knew nothing abouty
apoken on every subject bhut the one before the House, and

35 ‘}
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voted, without knowing what you were voting for, or
having any idea what would be the general resull of
your action, I will adjfourn the Convention for an
hour, on account of cold, to the end that I may
apply the remedy prescribed for it gg@nm ke Yo Tlader
-=the same being pin and molasses. Chief Page 1s
hereby instructed to provide a speonful of molasses
and a gallon of gin for the use of the President. 3&
Twain agein repoerted the legislature of 1864%. During
this session & law was passed restricting the number of
notaries whom Governor Bye could appoint, Many people had
gought appointments, beeause the position was lucrative., In
a sketoh "Concerning Notardes,® written early in 1864, Marh
ribbed the legislature and the aprlicants for notarial ape
pointmenta. The sketch was reprinted in the Golden Era on
February 28, 1564, along with a reference to Mark Twaln asg
the *wild hmmorist of the Sage Brush Hills™ who writes from
Carson City "telling all about the ILegislature, GCovernor Hye,

ind at Nevada'‘s Capital.® e ssyss

and the rest of mank

iﬁ, gtmme, strange thing occurred here yesterday, to
1

4 HAY APPLIED POR A& BOTARY'S CUMMISSION,

Think of 1t. Pondey over it, He wanted a notarial
commission~-he said so himself, He was from Storay
County. He brought his little petition along with
him. He brought 1t on two stages. I% iz voluminous,
The County Surveyor is chaining 1t off. Three shifts
of elerks will be employed night and day on 1t de~
cyphering the sipnatures and testing thelr gemuineness.
They began unrolling the petition at noon, and people

7
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of strong minifg proclivities st once commenced locate
ing clains on il. We are tco late, you know. 3Sut then
thay say the sriensions are just as good az the original,
I belieove yous 38

In the course of the article Hark states thot there arve
already seventeern-hundred and forty-two applications for

notarysidps on file in the governor's office, He then runs
into several people with petitions who ask for his help
through his influence with the governor, IFventuslly, he
finds himsel! in a saloon "upon a billard table in a torpid
condition,™ with a stranger who has sworn tm% he does not
want & notaryship.

« » » ot last my exile rose up and mutiered In a
sepulchral volce, 'I feel i1t--0 heavens, I feel it
in me veinsi? *g‘wi what?t saysz I, alarmed, 'I feel
1t sainted mother! I feel-~feel--s hankering to
be a Hotary Publicl® And he tore down several yards
of wallwpaper, and fell to writing e petition on 1%,
Poor devil~-he had got it at last, and got 1t bad,

I was seized with the fatal diztenper a nmoment aftere
ward, I wrote a ﬁgmim with frantic haste, ap~
pended a copy of Cirectory of the Hevada Tervie
tory to it, snd we fled down the deserted streets to
the Governor's office.

But I smust draw the curiain upon these harrowing
acenes-~the very memory of them scorches my brain, ihy
this lLegislature has much to answer for in eulting down
the number of Notaries Public in this Territory,; with
their infernal nev law, 39

Mark Twain left Nevada before the Second Constitutional
Convention met in July of 1864, The nev constitution wos
Pramed in leas than three veeks and was overvhelamdngly

38
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adopted. On Ootober 31, 1864, President lLincoln proclaimed
Bevada 2 gtate. Governor Nye and Bill Stewart became the
first United States Senators while Sendy Baldwin becanws
Nevada's United States Distriet Judge. There were several
candidates for almogt all of the state offices, but Orion
Clemens felt that he was sure of the post of Seerctary of
State., However, on the day that the Hepublican party con
vention met to name its candidates, Orion was seiged with
sone of his spasmes of virtue® and absoclutely refused to po
follows Hark

near the convention., From the Autoblograply
Twain's deseription of his brother's actionst

It had been his habit for ¢ greal many years to change
his religion with his shirt, and his ldeas about
temperance at the pame tine. XMe would be & teetotaler
for a while and the champion of the cause; then he
wvould changs t¢ the othor side for a time. On noning
tion éay he suddenly changed from a friendly attlitude
toward whiskey--which was the popular attitude--io Unw
compromising teetotalism, and went absclutely dry,. His
fricnds hesought and implored, but all in vain.

eould not be persuaded to cross the threshold of a
aaloon. The paper next morning contained the list of
chosen nominees, His neme vas not in 1t. He had not
recelved a vote, 40

vith Mark in San Prancisco and Orion out of his influ-
sntial position in the ?ariéﬁazy, the prestige of the Clomens
family in Nevada declined.

0 o 4 Y Wiis 313*
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Mark Twain had an opportunity te learn zbout the ine
tricacies of government while he vwas in Nevada. First, when
he hef helped Orion in getiing the territorial governumcnt
set upy he notlced that VWashington d14 not seen to appreciate
bonesty and integrily in 1ts public officisls, Jim Xye and
Bill Stewart, professional pélitdeians, profited from thelr
positions much more than Orion é¢id from his, Later, as 8
reporter for the state legizlature and §§£ the state con~
stitutlonal conventlion, Mark had discovered the political in-
trdgues of the legislators throuch the assistavce of his
friends, Jack Simmons and Bllly Clazget.

On the frontier Mark Iwain observed the inadeguacy of
the jury system, the wisirsatiment of the Chincsey the cor=
ruption of public offliclals, pariicularly the Judiclary, and
vas moved bo ridloule thesze evils. He wvrote humorously about
the political figures and lashed ont at all the injustices
which he saw while in the West. His style of writing ine
proved; he learned to tone down the burlesque and fo sharpen
his matire. As a successful journallast, he began to bulld a
reputation under the pseudonym of "Mark Twain.”



CuasFiLR 11X
POLITICEL AND THE GILDED AGE

While be was on the Qusker Clhky tour, a letier came

to Hark fwain offering him & post a2 private segretary in
rasilingion, be Usy for Senalor Stewart of Hevada. e lnew
the job would give Ida a chanee to selntain his newapaper
commections in the guise of a Washinglon corpespondent,
and that way be why Stewart made the offer. A popular cop~
respondent with free entry lnto lesding newspapers of the
dest weuld prebably be useful to the ﬁﬁﬁatar.l in Hovember,
1067, wben he returned o New flork, Mark itwain resained
there oculy onc day on bids way o the cspival, where the ap-
rangesenis were conpleliads

lowyuver, Twain siayed in the capacity of privaie
secre tary only a short Woe. (Perguson says 1t was one
voek,) Jds teperament was not suited for the worky and he
let Jenator Villlam Stewsrdt with a strong diglike for the
&u&h@r.z It was not long before Hark was writing humorous
agcounis of "y Late Senatorial Decreiaryshlp™ end *Facts
Concerning the lecent Gesignation,® all geod~natured bupe

3
lesque. In the forser he caricatured the noncommital

i1, Pergueon, Mark ‘Gwain, Map and Lezend, pe 137.
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letters with whilch cennvessmen are wont 1o paelfy the dew
mands of itheir constitubents back home, by seeming %o noond e
sverytiing while astually promising nolbdng. In the asrticles
he named Senator Sye as his emglﬁyﬁg, for Jim Hye could take
a joks, but BI11l Stewart could not.

Twaints winter in Washington well acgusinted bip with
jife there, its political intrigues, and the dlsrepute of
songress. Mark wes very popular soclally and wes also well
1iked zs & reporter. s sense of husor, entertaining cone
versetion, and lovable persciallty made him much in demand.
He began a regular contract with the Hay JYovk Trilmne and

Twaln wes elested te the Corresmondents® ~lub

goon aPier he arpived, and «ithin one meath after his ree
tupn to dmerien he was an eccepbed member of g group of Ine
Fluentlial and netionally koown 3@&&&&11&&5.5 Some bBlope
rapbers frel that he mipght Twve setiled permanently into

this type of work 28 a lumorous commentator on natlonal

affalrs 17 something bipeer had not come along.
This was an spech of Infustrial ploneering in the

Trdted States, The whole enorgy of the Awerican people was
absorbed in,ﬁhg exploitation of the material rescwrces of
the continent. Husiness enterprise was virfually the only

regopnized spherve of action. secording to most historians,

rerguson, op. gife, vs 138 S1bAdes Do 137
6¥, ¥ Calverton, ihe Liberation .
Ps 3204




29

the pursull of veallh bucarw 3 sacyoed duty. Feople Zave

up their individusl tpetes and Beliefs to Jollov the herds
Speeviation, lobbying, and gresd were rampant in cashingion.
Maplr Twain saw ovidences of all this during bhis short stagy
there, and he developed & disiliusloned atiltude toward

Congresz and pollilcisns, in generedl. o refused a post

with Yr. Pairbanls gz politicsl editor of the
Beraid in 1869, bweecause he sqid he "hated® polltles.
Uhen in 1571 Mark Swalin and Charles Dudloy Warner siudw

veyed the ground for & novel of thelr time, {hey dJdeclded

that the f1tle The 3lded fr¢ covered thedr view of the

gonial stracture from top to botlod.

T fhe golce of fietlon they displayed e new
%l%?@ﬁ?&tﬁg fenorant in mind & anﬁ valgar of tongus,
assumins the afrs of the grand style, o raw, vough,
&nﬁfﬁ?ﬁ,ﬁaﬁiﬁﬁ obgessed hy the ﬂﬁ%ﬂi&iﬁi?% pﬁasiﬂn;
a serawny oountry of VEﬂl cos gtriving to rival Jew
York and Chicago with the atd of ﬁﬁngrasﬁimnal DLt
dery corrupt rolltlcieans munleipal, state, and na-
ti@ral* yﬁvaw to high samnmiag vwrﬁaliam &ﬁ& Jow
il Zﬂ*ﬁ* “tre roarine mohg of great oitles fed en
muﬂaﬁr ang scandal by a sensational IPBE8m= an
lovely mess without besuly and prospect of t&s%ﬁ.

Maek Twain had hit upon the ghupldity of Congressz &85

sbrpad, but ihere has never been a

more appalling pleture of government corruption than Qe
gilded 4ze. Charles Dudley srner and Twaln make the folm
lowing statement in the prefacet

7
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It will be sean that this book deals with an ene
tirely i1deal state of socelety; and the chlef ambarrass«
ment of the writers in this reala of the imapgination
has been the want of illustrative examples. In a
State where there is no fever of speculation, no Ine
flamed desire for sudden wealth, re the poor are
all simple-minded and contented, and the rich are
all honest and genercus, where soclety iz in 2 state
of primitive purity and politics is the occeoupation of
only the capable and the paltriotie, there are neces-
sarily no materials for sugh a,hia%ﬁry as_we have
constructed out of an ideal aaﬁman&&aithgg
In The Gilded Jjge mll the open bribery and the black

corruption were brought to light. BEwvery individual in
public employment inside the Capitel represented political
influence, Here merit, fitness, and capabllity were useless
baggage without influence, The definition of Washington was
given as followst "There is something pocd and motherly
about wWashington, the grand old benevolent National Asylum
for the :%mgm:gswg "
Host of the people in the capltal ¢ity were thers to
receive some kind of handouty therefore, the atmosphere

around Congress was alwayes tense and charged with seeret

promises

Love, travel, even death 1tself walted on the
chances of the dies daily thrown In the two Houses
and the committee rooms there. Love could ripen
into marrisge, and longing for {ravel would have
fruitiony and 1t must have been only eternal hope
agwﬁagiig in the breast that kept alive mumerous
old elalmants who for years and years had beméiged

9
Jorkg, Vy Preface, uxi. dbidey Pe 239



31

the doora of Congress, and who locked as 1f they needed
not so much an apgra@&iat&an of money as six feet of
ground. And thoze who stood waliting for success to
bring them death were ususlly those vhe had & Just
cladim, 10
ihe tie-up among speculators, lobbflats, and Washington
politiciane wags minetely detalled. TFor example, an original
appropriation of twe hundred thoussnd dollars was spent in
paying off House commitiees, Senate commlitees, and lobbye
ists, with a "high moral Congresssan or Senator here and
therew~the high mﬁr§§ ones cost sore, becanse they give
tone to a measure.®
Colonel Sellers was hurt when Waghington Havkins suge
gested that he ought to be in Congresss
I hove always been a friend of your family
washington, and I thdnk I hove always tried to éﬁ
right as bﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ man and men, according to my lights.
Yow I don't think there has avwr been anything in ay
conduct that should make you feel justified in saying
& thing like that, 12
¥ark Twain, at heart a moralist, belleved that the Congress
should be populsted with men of high morals sinee the busie
ness of & nation was of first isportance. The faet that
the opposite wvas too often true made hinm singularly unhapry.
The authors also presented the complete pattern of the

ward~heel system in which the candidates are plicked according

1C 11
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their bootlicking service to the pariy rulers. They made
clear, however, that the public wag to blame.

The publicans and thelr refainers rule the vard
meetings (for everybody else hates the worry of
politics and gtays at home); the delegates from tho
ward meeting mske up & list of esandidates--and then
the great meek publie come Topward at the propsr
time and make unhampered chwice and bless Heaven
that they live in 4 free land where no Torm of
despotisn can introde, 13

The Mstory of two fictitious Congressmen is related
in The Gilded Age as being typlcal of politicians of the
peyriod, One, Patrique Crellle, was a wealthy Frenchman

from Cork, who, incidentally, was poor wvhen he arrived in
Aperica~-illegally. He became a hod carrier and woted the
Democratic tickety evenings, he studied politics. Soon he
had a foul rum shop and with 1t, some political influcnce.

4 1ittle later Patrick 0*Riley (as he was then called)
gained more politieal influence beganse he would alwvays
give straw ball or an alidl for his customers 1f they had
heen caught beating anyene to death on his premises. Hext,
0*Riley obtained a petiy clty government office and presently
had encugh money te open a stylish saloon and fapro bank ups
town. The position of alderman, which was foreed upon hinm,
proved a gold minesy scon he had meny houses and carriages
and closed up the liguor mill.

G*Riley then beeoame & large contractor and & friend to
the great William M. veed,

131p4d.s pe 17.
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o » o« whic had stolen £20,000,000 from the elty and was
a wan so envied, so hﬁn@r@& @a adoped, Indeed, that
when the sh@xﬁf§ went o hig of flee tﬁ 9&?@3% ﬁim T2 1
felon, that he *blushed : aﬂ apolegliged,? and one of the
i&l&a%r ted papers made a pleture of the svene . and
spoke of the matter in & way as to¢ show that the
edltor regretted that fh@ ﬁff&ﬂﬁ@ of an arrest lad been
offered to so exalted a personage as Mr. Veed, Ih

My, O'Riley's fortunes rose when he furnished shingle
nails to the new court house at three thoussnd dollars a keg,
and sixty-cent thermometers at fifteen hundred dollurs a
éozen, After receiving a large diamond pin from hig aduirers,
Mr, C'Riley retired from active service and amused himself

by buying up real estate in other people's names. Yhen the
newspapers exposed C'Riley, the people rose a8 cne man and
elected him and Weed to thelr proper theatre of action, the
Rew York Teglislature.

The newspapers demanded a trial, and the authors deseribe
the wvrocedure:

Onr admirable jury systen ensbled the rersecutsd
ex-officlals to secure a jJury of nine gentlémen from
the ?wig*zmring agylum and three graduatesfrom CDing
Sing d presently they walked forth with sharacters
winﬁ ﬁa@@ﬁ* The legislature was cslled upon Lo spew
them forth--a thing which the 1@giﬂi&tﬁ@@ declined to
doe It was like asking chlldiren %o repudiste thelr
gan ?a§§gr. It was 2 legislature of the modern patw
BET.

The sceond Congressional figure wss 2 11tlle nevew-

paper edlior from a small town "who was the mendal of every

e P
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tradesman in the village and under bonds to him for Treguent
touffs, ! except the undertaker, aboul whose cmployment he
was recilessly fam@tﬁﬁﬁﬂ‘”ié Mt in Vashington he was

quite an Important man, belng correspondent end clerk Tox
two house commitlees, a "worker" in polltics, and a cone
fident critic of every wvonan and man in Weshingion,

He would be & consul, no doubty by and by, st
SO0 foreign porty of the language ﬁf wﬁic& hﬁ waa

a%; though, 1f Ignorance of langus
qualification hﬁ might have beon consnl at hﬂma
Hin casy fam&i&arity with great men was begutiful
te see, and when Phillp Sterling (@ Yashington
neopvhyte) leapnsd what a tremendous underground
influvence this little ignﬁrawu had, he no longer
wondered at the gueecr appoiniments &ﬁﬁ quesrer
legizlatione 17

Gre of the privileses all Congressnen enjoy is thad

of franting. Daure reported to fSenator Dilworthy that she
had seen Senator Dalloen packling s mmber of large Gry goods
woxes with all manner of old clothes, Che went on to sugrest
that he wonld probably palint "Pub, Tocs,™ on them since that
was gool economy. The Cenator answers, "Yes, yesy but child,
ell Congregomen do that. It may not be strietly honesty ine
deely 1%t 1s not vnless he had some publle documents mlxed

in with the @lﬁth@&:”i

| ivuse of the {ranking privilepe geis further satire as
revealed in s conversation between Hicks and Sellers

6 17 18
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concerning Balloon. The lettey, beslides nornally abusing

this privilege, also pnts fifteen cents wortl of stamps on

kis boxes of old eclothes and thereby contrlives to make the
goverrnment regponsible for hils mubbish. This humbupgery
elicits open~monthed adwiration from Pleks end Selllers, and
the foermur anys:

I think there 18 more real talent among our pubw
lle mon of teday than thepe was among those of old
timey~-g ar more fertlile fanoy, & wuch happler inge-
miity. ‘Mow Colonel, can you gﬁvtﬁr& JefTerson, or
Washington, or Jhnn Adamp frankings their warﬁx@ﬁag
theough the maile and adding the facetious 1idea of
making the povernment responsible for the carge for
the sum of one dolley and five gents? Statesmen
were dull in those dnys. I have r much preater ade
miration Tor Senatcr Zalloon, 19

Sollers agreecs, and he and Tleks dlgouss admivingly how
Balloon hed once cheated the ignorant Indlans and had ziven
the graft tc his brother«inelaw, The Colonel concludes that
the Senante is Tull of Balloons and thal few eountries in the
world are so blozzed. ™oks agrees completely, and he also
¢onelndes In the folleowing words:

Te be sure, you can buy now and then a Senator

or R@gr@ﬁ&nfativw; mt they do not know 1t is wrong,

ard! so they are not ashaned of 1t, They are gentle

and eonflding end oehildlike, and in &y'apiniﬂn, the se

are gualities which enﬁﬁhia them far more than any

sinful sagacity could. I quite agree with you, Col.
Sellsrs, 20

9
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Mark Tvain alee crestes snother incldent dn he Gildeg
Age,y Turndshing bhissell with ameund ticon for satlire against
nembers of Congress when he porirays the Indignation that
M. Blglar, o politfeal lebhylst, feels when an honest
Senator is sctually elected. Fo says petulantly to bis ¢ole
league, ¥r. fZelton: "Things heve gol pretty mixed up w&&nﬁz
& leglslature will give sway a Unlted States Bsnatorshdp.®

Perhapg the most gickeningly realistic caricature of a
Undted States Senator in The Gllded Age 1s that of Jenator
Dilworthy when he goes abopt electioncering for his next
tern of office, Nuring this tine, the Senator turns his
attention to spiritusl matiers; he atfends ehurch, takes a
leading part in prayer meetings, and falthfully attends Sune
day Hehoole In a talk to the Sunday School in the misersble
hamlet of Cattleville, Dilworthy mekes the following statoe
ments |

“hat poor 13ttle boy that loved his @un&aywnehn@l
b@ﬂﬁ%ﬁ that man gﬁh§§§th§§&§§%i ﬁmizﬁﬁi T
glands §g§ggg 4 8 owes ta ig St
Sy Py e ﬁgﬁ%rﬁcﬁvxa ahiiﬁ:en: leve your parenis,
love your tescheys, love your ﬁﬁnaaym e?wal e vious
he ohedient, be honest, be dlligent, and thrﬁ you vﬁli
aneaced iﬁ;iifﬁ and be hﬁﬁﬁ?&ﬁ of %il Mon. Above all
thinsg be rore-ninded g2g the saow. Let wa Join in
PrAYET. 22

That sane night Dllworthy buys off his rivsl. Yhen his
opponent charges hlm with uvribery, the Senator reacts with

21 ‘ 22 |
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admirable good sense. He puts into practice & plan long
used by publie servanis who sre so accused. His strategy
iz threefold: (1) he asks for a suspension of publie
opintony (2) be moves to Washington, demands en investipgaw
tion, and organizes his colleapgues for an agsaultl on his
accusery (3) he liez on the stand at the trisl and asks
"merey"” for his accuser. The result la--notiving, as nsual;
The outeome of these Congressional trials was sume
marized as follouss
They Jjust say ‘chorge not provens,' It leaves
the accused in a kind of sheky condition before the
countryy 1t purifies Congress, 1t satisfies every~
body, and it doesn't seriously hurt amybody. It has
%igggﬁﬁtiﬁggzgéﬁgmtfngﬁigaﬁﬁrgzrn§§§%§§‘ but it 1s
Colonel Sellers boasted, "There is no country in the
world whone representatives try each other as much as ours
do, or stick to it as long at a stretch., I think there is
&ﬁ&&%h&g% graat in belng a model for the whole civilized
wordd,"
Ferguson states thet if Jhe Gllded
pictured the tie-up between epeoulators, lobbylsts, and
politicians vhereby government grants on & huge scale were
obtained for the benefilt of private individusls and copw
porations, 1t would have been an execllent book. Instead

23 2 4 25
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it hawked at everyithing from Yashinglton society at large
to the illiterate bookstore clerks. "“What might have been
a high-nowered bullet plercing to the heart of a corrupd
political aystem, became a charge of bird-shot whleh pepw .
pored at everything in sight but left no permanent 5¢arﬁmw2w
The account of the “Gilded Age" piven by leading hige
torians colnclides with the pleture drowm by Clemens and
daynor, The southern profiteers lost most of thelr 1ll-gotien
gains, but the northern capitaliets grew fat on Cassar's
m@aﬁag? The Civil ¥War corruption in high ploces, the cold
and eymical profiteering, the reckless extravagance wore
odions to a large number of people, especially to a group
¢f intellectuals including James Angsell Lowell, George
Willism Curils, and Bdwin L. Oodkine, The scandals becane
50 mwbegrable thait a group calling themselves the Liberal
fepublicans broke away from the party in 1872 and united
with the Demoerats favoring Horace (Grecley as a candidates
iney met such a bunillsting disaster at the polis in their
desperate effort to prevent the reclection of Orant that
many of them returncd to the Hepublican fold,
ook Farm, Mark Twain's home from 1871 to 1891, rew
mained prevalilingly Hepublican after the war, Hany of the
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residonts relaxced thelr vartime interests in national poe
Iitieal affalrs and concentrated on local contests fop
Senate seats or fon the governorship, Mewever, Harriet
Peocher Stowe and Charles Dudley Yeraner carefully watched
the Recongiruction and protested sgeinst the harsh treste
ment of the ﬁﬁmth*2§

Hepublicanizn was the only party in Bartford for two
reasong, Flrst, the Democersts had accepted slavery, and
next, the Democratlie Party catered to the ignorant, unedus
cated workingmen and to the lmmigrants vho eame to work in
the factories in ﬁartfmrﬁ.gg The rise of theoretical comm
minisn in Purope alewo led the ook Farm community avay from
the redieal Republicaenism of the late 1850%z, and the group
boeare gencrally concervatlive,

furing his first five vears in Sartferd, Mark Twain was
not particularly interested in party politicsy desplie his
personal devotlon to General Cranty he sitayed aloof from
politicel campaigns. In 1879 he wrote to Orion that the era
of corruption was not Republican or Democratic, but national,
and he nasmed a number of "moral ulcers™ {aneng them was Henvy
Ward Beecher). "Politics are not going to cure moral ulcers
like these nor the decaylng body they fester aﬁ~“3@

ggzm;, ps Allae m@&mﬁ&d in MW&Q e M*# Pa 112,



thout this tlre Hard Twaln begen o exhibit ks more
gericus ride in the advoescy of public reforma. His paper
on "hdversal Suffrage” sounded a nole, and his eopyeigli
petitions were of the gsme ppirlt. In Ister years he sald
that he had alwayg felt 1t wae his misgion to teach and to
earry the hanner of moral reconstruction, and st forty years
of age, there iz evidonce of this iﬂﬂzinﬁﬁiﬂﬁ*gl In the Afw
Jantic for Ociober, 1875, there was published an unsigned
threc-page article entitled "The Curious Republic of Condoup®
The Pepublic of Condowr woa & Utopla where & plan had heen
egtahliched to hase the voling privilege on intelleptual
gualifications and on the amount of property thal each pers
son had. The intellectual group was to be g chegk on the

votes were based on money and properiy;

wealthyy porial

optal votes, on intelleet and education. 0Offiece-holders

would be required to pass competitive examinationsg, and
thelr sclectlon would be based upon high character and gmfﬁ
edueation.

In this paper we see a more nearly perfect {ype of
dencerscy contrasted with the present one whieh, tc Mark
Twain, "sesmed to deliver all the power into the hands of
ignorant and non-paying classes,” and vhose responsible
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of ficers were, of nceesaily, "filled Irom these classes
also.”  In Dondour, howsvet, rroperty, charact by snd Ine
$2llect were adle to wield political inflncnce, and
.« » Tor onge, money, virtve, and intelllgence todk
a wital and &ﬂitﬂé interest in a political guestion.
Por once, the powers went %o the primaries in wtrong
forcey for once, the best men in the nation were pt
forwerd ag aanﬁiﬁ&t@s for that parliament whose busle
ness it should be to enlarge the suffrage. 33
Seeing that universal sulfrage was inpractical, the
people of Gondour enlarged their suffrage and gave each man
from one to ten potential votes, depending upon his education
and property wealth., Wore votes might be had Tor pogsessw
ing an educstion with no wvealth then for possessing wealth
with no sducetion, Therefore,
s & » learning, beling more prevalent and more easily
aequired then plehes, educated men becane a wholew
some check upon ﬁ&ﬁl%h? men, since they could outvote
them, Lesrning usually goes with upriphtness, road
vlows, and humanitys so the lcorned voters, possessi-
ing tﬁﬁ holance of power, becwse the vigllant ard of=
ficient protectors of the great rank of soclety. 3k
The results of such a system were sc significant thal
one could not easily ignore them, In noting these resulls,
Hark Twaln makes a left~hand sally at one of our own dublons

practicest

S Le Clemens, "The Curious Republic of Gondoury”
peanhative LHelegtions {edited by Fu T P&tl@a)& Pire W?‘”

34
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o+ & Anccapeltence and inefficlency had no place in
the government, DBralns and property managed the
stete, 4 candidste fov offlce must have madked ablle
iﬁyg education, and high character, or he stood no
seirt ofF chance of election, If 2 hndecorsiar
possessed these, he could suweceedy but the mere Taok
that he was a hod-carcier conld not ¢leclt bimy ag In
previous times, 35

As he contimucs his praize of the Gondouplian office~
holding system, Twain declares that, in Gondour, Lo be an
office hwlder was aciually an honory whersas,

rcusht euaploton dpen & nan and made hin 8 helplecs

nark for newspaper contempt and scurriliiy. Officials
d4id not need to steal now, their salaries being vast

in comparison with the pittences paid in the days when

parliaments were crorgted by hode=carriesre, who vieved
official salaries from & bode-carrying gﬁi

coupelled that viecv to be respected by thelr obgew
guious servants, Justice was wizely and rigidly adw

nt of view angd

minieteredy for a judge, after once reaching his place

through the specified line of promotions, was a pere
manency durding good bebhavior, He was mﬂ% ohliged o

nodify his judgments sceording to the effect that they

night have upon the ftemper of a reigning poliitical
party. 36

Even the minor officilals were honest, and they, too, sdvanced

through well=carned prometions, "and not by a jump from gine

mills or the nsedy families and friends of members of papre
liament,®

The Judiciery in Gondour consisted of several judges
rather than one, such as we have--~the theory being that

several Jjudces ave more diffiounlt to corrnpt ihan only one,

He reminiscss sadly that, under the old regime, this

W
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important powsr was vesied in a single offiedsl, and "ue
unzually took care ﬁa»havg a genersl jall delivery in tine
for the next election.® ‘

ifter a brief discussion of the educatioval systenm
enployed in Gondour, wherein the free public schools and
colleces were always overflowing, Mark Twain ends his csw
say on a patxlotic note, He becomes wvesry of his hﬁat?s
way of speaking bocause the voliee had g Yioving pride of
country” in it which was annoving. sesides, “The GonGour
national airs were forever dinning in my eers; therefore,
I wam glad to leave thal eountry and come baek to my cear
native land, where one never hears that sort of ﬁﬂﬁiﬁw“B

In a papar before the Monday !vening Club in Hartford
Twain hnd urged women suffrage. He sincerely believed
that the teaching of good elitizenshly would raise the gtandw
ards of politics. Mark alsce thought that women would pet
rid of the political seum and that a2 candidate selected by
vomen would be £1t to vote for.

Our marvelous latiter-day statesmanship hag ine
vented wdversal suffrage. That 4s the finest Teather
in our cap. All that we require of a voter is that he
« o« ¢« Woar pantaloons instead of netticoats and bear
a more or less humorous resemblance of God, He need

not know anything. e may be a scomdrel. I b can
gteer clear of the renltentliary, his vote will be as

38 39 ,
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welighty ag hetl of a president, a bishopy, a collerc

professor or a merchant prince., We lbrag of our

undversal unrestricie” suffrsge; 't we are shans,, o

after all, for we restrict vhen we come Lo women, '

Mark Twain wanted equality between the sexcs-~something
not reallized until a decade following his death. He thought
that equality between the sexes was one sign of the civilized
state, and conversely, that the absence of such equality was
& sure sign of ssvagery. Me once sald, "We are so stupid
ihat we ean't see that we thus plainly admit that no civilizam
tion can be ??ffﬁﬁﬁ until sxact sguallity between man and woman
is included.® In a gpeach called "Votes fop “omen™ he row
marked, "I should like to gee the time come when women shall
help male the lavs. I should like ;:g see That whip-lash,
the ballot, in the hands of women.®

A cuplous perversily asserted itself when ithe American
cltizen prepared to utilize his noble right ¢o vote.

There are two kinds of Christian morals, one private

and the otber public. Thess two are so distinet, so

unrelated, that they are no more akin to each other

than are archangels and nolitlclsng, TDuring three

hundred and sixty-ihree duys in the year, the American

citirzen is true to hds Chudstian private morals, and

kreeps undefiled the nation's character and highest

prineiplesy theny in the other two days of the year he
leaves his Christian vrivate morals at home and carries

4O
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rin Christlan publie morple to ihe far ofiice and lo
ihe polls, and éms the best he can to mmgﬁa and un=
o ks vicle year's falihfol apd righiocus work, k)

The practice of chousing public offlcials from only
twe or threo majer pellllesl periles was tyrarnlesl, for 1%
vas not partics that sgved countries or bulll ther to groate
neas. latlher, Mwaln thought, 1% vas clesn citlzens from
the rank angd file vho were intercssted ln clearn povernnents
As Mark put 1%, I think a men's firet duty is é};} his oun
i.ﬁ%}’* a0t to his coumtry and not to his party® ' and®e « =
ne ecantyy can be well geverned wless f4s ¢lfdrens as @
body keon ralipiovaly befopre thelr nminds that they are the
guardiase of the law, and that ke low ofYicevs are oniy

Ly
) @
mackinery Cur 118 execution, notidng norel”

Tho Iilcerelayes cicellon of 1875 woke Marl Twaln and
the rest of the lartford cormuniity to intense mmﬁ*u aver
Becublilcan Fortunes. In regasd tc the presidential cane
palgn, on august Py 1076, Hark wrole to W, Ds lowellsy "God
your wook out qulck, for tids is a momentous time., IT Tiliden
is elected, I think the enlire country will go pretiy
straleht towelirs. Howells' bad ploace.™ dowells promplly
wrole again, urging Cleumens %o entor the campalgn for layes.

"here is not ancthor man in tids commtry,” lowells sold,

Ll
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*ho could help hin zo much ag you," Hark replied on
sugnust 23, 18762

I am gled you think I could do Hayes any good,
for I have been wanting to write a lotter or make &

speech t0 that end, I1%'1l be careful not to do,

@ither, however, until the opportuniiy comes in &

naﬁuwai Justifiable and unlugged ways « «» When &

hﬁmagia% ventures upon the grave concerns of life

he must do hds Job better than another men op he

works harm tc the cause.

Yater Twaln presided st a political rally and made a
gpeech on ¢ivil service reform which was the most widely
guoted of the campaign. Hegardless of party affilistions,
nearly all of the papers guoted the speech, and the readers |
thoroughly enjoyed 1t.

There was a dispute vhich raged for months over the
returns while the fate of the two candlidates wag nndeclded,

Finally, Congress submitled the matter to a commdttee of

- fifteen men, Eight were Republicans, and the election was

awarded to Hayes. HMark Twaln, Twichell, and Warner watched
the fraudulent counig and recounts and were fervently tharke
ful and inclined to ask no questlons vhen Hayes was ine
stalled in March of 1877 with no ﬁ@%iﬁiﬁgm%?

In the same year there was an uprising of railroad

workers to protest the fourth ften per cent cut in the

46
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railroed industry in seven years, One bundred thousand men
went on sirike, and the rmumber of wnemployed resched four
milllion. Mark Twein began to reconsider hisg earlier ideas
of restricting the vote of the laboring classes. He began
to reassess hls own attitode toward suffrage and later age
tually progressed from a raaat1@a§§y viewpoint to & final
questioning of capitalism itself, Sympathy for the down-
trodden and oppressed modified his theoretical Republicanism
and made him receptive to political development during the
next few yoars.

Hark Twaln was an ardent Republican campalgner after
the momination of Garfield in 1880, He addressed a locsl
rally in Rartford with Henry C. Hobinson and Charles Dudley
Warner. Hark bappily welcomed his old hero, U. S.Crant,
to the oity and helped him urge the people of Hartford to
eleet the Republican candldate. The ity was very much in
favor of Garfield, and in 1881 when he wus ghot by a dise
appointed office seeker, the griel was almost as desp as
that for &ﬁnﬁﬂlﬁagg

There was a great deal of turmoll in the community in
1884 when Blalne won the Republicen nomination, Mark, Henvy
C. Robinson, Charles E. Perking, B. M. Dunce, and . Ga
Whitmore were in the billierd room at a regular meeting of

48 %9
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the Friday Evening Club, vhen the news was announced. Joe
Twichell and Mark sald ithey were determined not to vote for
Biatne. Earlier Twichell had disapproved of Blaine when the
latter had spongored anti-Chinese bills in Copsvess. The
following statement was made by HMark Twain about his choices
Ho party holds the privilege of dictating to me
how 1 shall vote. If loyally to party 1is a form of
patriotismy I am no patriot. If sre 18 any value
able difference botween a monarchist and an Americany
1t lies in the thecry that the Americsn can deside
for bimself what is patriotic and what isntt, I
clain that difference. I am the only person in
sixty millions that is privileged o dictate ny
patrictism, 50
It was such a8 bitter campaign that politics divided
neighbors, families, and congregaticns. The problem for
Hartford was that of voting for a Hepubliesn with a record |
of dishonesty or for Cleveland, a Democrat with a mistress. |
Hark vigorously campaigned in Hartford, presided at mass |
meetings, and made political speeches which invited the
lauvghier of both parties. HNe argued his point also in
lettors to friends. The msjority of thinking men who held
principle sbove party in thelr c¢holce were against Blaine,
but when he was nominated, mest of them decided to stay with
the party. Twain deldivered a paper to the Monday Fvening
Club in which he stated, "The atrocious dootrine of alle ghdnce
%o par-ty plays é&m&&lﬁ into the hands of politicans of the

50 |
jiie g - P Xm, ???&




49

hasey Sﬂ?tmﬁgl Presiding at Mugwusp ralilies in the fall
of 1884, Twain ridiculed Hartford for using long range
porty loyalty as a Justification for voling Republican.
Be eriticiged Hawley and Yarner for eating crovw in thelr
paper and for planning to vole for Blalne, whom they
privetely desvised,

Mark and Twichell asigned an "Appeal to the Republican
Voters of Comnectleuty™ which clied flve charges agalnst
Blaine and made the Tfollowlng statement: *His defoat may
save ocur parky, by fpeeing 1t from the control of the camp
Tollowers and office-seckers, who have tco often dictated
its @ﬂliayﬁﬂga

Hark Twain voled for Grover Cleveland, although Paline
sevs, np to the eve of the eleetion, he was ready to supe-
port & Nepublicen nominee in whom he had faith. Hartford
voted for Blalne, but the "Rum, Romanlsm, and Rebellion®
slogan defeated him nationally. Vhen the returns were in
Hark was Jubllant, and he stated in his autoblography that
this election "ecnfirmed the political independence in
which he found a2 spiritual comfort and a peace of mind
guite above prieeﬁﬂﬁg The entire campalgn had stirred more

51 52
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voters to think about politlesl offairs than any since
1876, and it defined the Hartford prejudice against sexval
transgression as stronrer than its econsiderable aversion to
aorrupt pollticlans, I{ erystallized the a@ﬁﬁmm%éy*a mrest
uander the national record of publie dishonesty.

dany fenlte and evidences of Qﬁr?ﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ in his
country's politicsl system were seen by Twalin. He often
adveocated a plan for a "Casting Yole Party" whose main obw
Jeet wes to compel the itwo great parties to nominate their
best man. This was to be an organdzation of a large rumber
of elubg throvghout the mation. No member should seeck oy
accept a nomination Tor office in any political appointe
ment, but in each case chould cast hi= vote for the canw
didate of one of the two parties, recuiring that the man be
of clean record and of honest purpose, This was one of
Twain's Utoplan ideas full of native optimism, but this
faith left him in the latter part of his 1life. The closing
lines of hls proposed plan contzin unselfish hopes

If in the hands of men who repard their citizene

shiip as a2 high trust this schene shall fail upon trial,

a betier must be sought, a better must bhe inventedy for -

it cannot be well or safe to let the present politieml

conditions continue Iindefinitely. They can be lmproved,

amd Ameriesn eitizenship should arcunse up from itz dige
hearterment and see that it is done. 55

b
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Mark Twalin entersd the campaipgn for the meyoralty of
Hew York City in the fall of 1901 %o try to defeat Tenmany
Hall, He both wrote and spoke in favor of clean city govern~
ment and police reform. He jolined a soclety called The
scorns and delivered a demmnclatory speech against Croker,
the Tammany leader. Hundrods of thousande of coples of this
Acorn speech were printed and circulated. 7The original
"Edmund burke on Croker and Tammany® had been weitten as an
srticle for the Horth American Reyiew
cesgion that marched up Broadway and made another speesch
against Edward M, Shepard, the Tamsany candidate. The came

Twain joined a proe

palgn was & succoss, and Tammany wags defeated. Cne of the
papers ran this poem.

¥ho killed Croker?

I, sald Mark Twain,

I killed Croker, 56

I, the Jolly Jokerd

Hark Swain was without perscnal polltical ambitions. He

garly discouraged 8 movement fo name 3 politieal party after
hime when the wrliter of a Yew York newspaper asked in an
odltorial, “Whoe is cur ablest and most conspleuous private
citipgen?® Joserh Hallister replied that Mark Twain was “the
greatest man of his day in private 1ife, and entitled t¢ the
fullest meagure of r&a&gn&tﬁc&.“g? Ywalin replied only with

56 57 |
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a word of therks, and 4id not, even in Jest, encoursge that
tiny seed of a Presidential boom. UYe hag beon called &
¥nightwarrant, because his sole purpose for belng in politics

ugg to do what he conld for the betierment of his peorples



CHAPTER IV
POLITICS AND SLAVERY

Slavery had a profound influence upon American 1ifs
Feom-3820.10-2868, and the Civil Var and Reconstruction exe
tended ity effecis throughouni the lifetime of Mark Twain.
This pepiocd in imerican history haed ftwo major charscteris-

tics. The first was the raplid prowih and expansion, for the
frontier of setilement which in 1820 touched Leke Erie, ran
acrosy Chlo, southern Indlana and Jilimols snd into Milsgouri,
and then sharply back teo nilddle Tennesses and Alabama, had
by 1860 reached Minnesota, Kansas, Hobraska, Arkansas, Texas
and had jJumped to the ?&ﬁifiﬂwl

4 seqond characteriotic of the period was the sharp dew
velopnent of seotionalism. Throwghout the middle period of
the nineteenth gentury the sections of the United States

strugsled to secure from 2 common central government legislaw

tion favorable to thelr varied and conflicting inftoresto.
Slavery was the nost ountstanding of these conflieting interests.
The leaders of sach section sought combinations with other

goetions and fonned sectional conseliousness Lo neyw hﬁ&%ug
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HMtterness increased with cach sectional conflicty feelings
became more intense until st Izst compromise was no lonzer
posaible.

nparallieled expansion only served to magnify and ine
teneily sectionsl differences and to raise the guestion of
Congtitutional vighis in the spresd of slavery to the new
territory. Pollticnl parties hecane sectional, rather than
national in charscter. Fron 1840 to 1BEC every presidentisl
eammalen lowolved the glsvery question.

Arigtoerats or large plantation owners in the fouth
were not numerous, In 1860 only 48,966 persons held twenty
or more slaves~-g nuaber sufficient to heve constituted a
plantation force or to heve reguired ﬁﬂ.ﬂv@?&$6?¢3 The great
bocy of Southerners belonged to the middle clase in both an
egonomie snd a soclal sense. Some of these Southerners ace
quired a few slaves tc help them, using them much zs hired
help was used elsewhore. Gradually, under the Worthern
attack on glavery and slaveholfers, the large proup of widdlew
class Southern people csne to defend the interests and instie
tutions of the comparetively few sristocratz at the top and
to perodt then to symbolize all wﬁu%h&rm‘va&ﬂ@ﬁ,%'ﬁhﬁ e sence
of the Nepre made & race probles and mede the determination
0o keep this reglon a white man's country the central theme

1
of Bouthern history, for the Bouth was over racow-conscious.

3 » I 5
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Mark Twain's recognitlion of these comditlions is indicated
by Tils statement in 4 Counmelicul Yarnkse fn Kup Avthur's
Gourd  that the poverty-stricken subjects of feudal England
remdrded hdw of the ecomonde conditions of hils own countrys

The ‘pocr whites' of our Douth who were always
despised and freguently insulted hy the glave-lords
around them, and who owed thelr base condition ﬁimgzy
Lo the presence of slavery Ia thelr midst, were ye
yasillandsously ready to gide with the slave=lords
In all polditical moves for the uphwlding snd perpeiuae
tig of slavery, and did sise finally shoulder thelr
miskets and pour out their llves in an effort to pre~
vent ibe destruetion of that very institution whiech
degraced them.b
The first irdiecation that slavery might begome a seCe

tional issue appeared in the debates in Congress over the

Maosoird Compromisze. The sntieslovery movement was divided

into two disiinet centers of action. One developed 4n the

industrial areas of Wew England led by Yillliam Lloyd Carpi-

son. The resull of the Carrison movemant was that hatred of
‘ 7

the Seouth supplanted love of the Negro.

The other group of antie-slavery workers pontered in
upper Xew York and the farthor forthwest snd wag directed
by ‘heodore Jeld. The latior group helieved in action, so
anti-slavery scon organized a political party and lzunched

a propaganda campalgn. The wilmol Proviso, the Coapromlse

6

Y
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of 1850, the Dred fcott cecislon, the Fanpgs~Mehrasha e,
the Iincoln-Douglss debates all express slavery as g
nolitiend izsve. The movement against slavery had boen
taken ont of the hands of thoge idealistes whe hed started 1t
and turned over to the politicians,

ihe Republican Party could draw tc its surport all the
peral forces behind the opposition to clevery and phrare its
political progrong in terns of "right® and "wronpg.™ It
could alsc represent the materisl Interests of the sections
now in confliest with the &auth.g Shraham Linceoln pegarded the
sepublican Party, rether than the pro-slavary Demcerats, as
the true exponents of Jeflersen's dootrine of potiing "the
man berore the dollar.® Yot withiu twenty years after Line
coln's assassination hils own political brethren, having
meanwidle entered into s parinershdp with Blg Buslnessz, had
roversed the esphasis between man and &allafu?

Mark Twain vas not at the tine mature enocugh elther in
aind or moral oullook {0 senmse the true meaning of the
5trmgglﬁmiﬁ He was involved wery briefly 3in the Cleil vy
in 1861 when as a loyal son of Mlss s be enpolled In o

Confederate rogiment, ¥is setive service lasted only about

e
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two weeks, and he spent the remaining war years in Nevada
where the conflict sesmed remote. After going West, he
Joined the rest of his family in becomlng pro-Und Twain
has been called a de-Southernized Southerner, a Hepublican,
and & person who was in his attitude.
Hie was not strietly any of these, because he had grown up

e J?é‘r noOrLLery

in the ante~bellum South where slavery was accepted as an
institution. He had @ deep sympathy for and an understanding
of the colored rece. Twain's hatred for the institution of
slavery was very deep and biiter, but he did not completely
eondenn the South. He understood the situation there, for
in Fannibal the Negroes bad been content with their status
and fairly well treated. 4 slave was very seldom separated
from his famlly, and & "nigger irsder was loathed by every-
bodys"

Sam Clemens said he never forgot the sight of & coffle
of slaves in Harnibal, lying on the pavement walting ship-
ment down the river, with the "saddest faces I have ever
amm*‘m Markc's weitings reveal his thoughts on the slavery
guestion, Fer example, elsevhere in his JAutobios

refars to ﬁ?ry as "a bald, grotesque, and wwarrantable
usurpation,® Slavery harmed not only the slave himself,

: iz
{orikg, XXIVI, 124, Ibidss ps 12
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but Twain belleved that "it stupefied everybody's humanity,”
as several of the guotations from his published works will
ghowe

Being sold "down the river® was a fate worse than death.
e nl hegd £ when the slaves who had stolen a small
amount of money from Percy Driscoll were told they would be

g0ld locally instead of %o a glave trader, they were over
Joyed and kissed Diiscoll®s feet. The author explained, "They
were sincere, for like a god he had stretched £a§§ﬁ his mighty
hand and closed the gates of hell sgainst them.”

In explaining the petty ithdevery of the slaves, Twaln
sald, "They bad an wnfalr show in the battle of 1life, and
they held 1t no sin to take millitery advantage of the enemy
wein & swall WAY. » @“15 He continuesy saying thal the Negro
"is perfectly sure that in taking this tyifle from the man
whio daily robbed kim of an inestinmable treasure--iis liberty
--he was not comitting any sin that God would remember
against him in the last Creat Day.”

After Roxy's son had sold her down the river and she had
managed to escape, she explained the plantation system:

Ibidey ps 15
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Dat overseer wuz a Yark, tog, outen New Englan'y
en anybody down South kin tell you what dat mean, Dey
knows how to work a nigger to death, en dey knowe how

tc whale ten, tooe--whale Yem 1111 dey backs is welled

like a waszhboard, 17

Willilam Dean Howells sald, "Fo man more perfectly
genged and more entirely abhorred slaverys « « *”lﬁ The
practice of the miristers® justifying slavery by the JGible
was merely & means of denying nussn rights fo an oppressed
race, Hark Twalin made thiz statement in hig sutohligeraphy

In my schoolboy days I had no aversion to slavery.
I was not avare that there waz snylthing wrong about it,
o one arrsipned 1t in oy hearimgi the local papers
saild nothing agasinst 1ty the loeal pulpit taught us
that Goé approved 1t; that 1t was & hol %h&nﬁx and
that the doubber need only look in the Bible i} he
wished to setile hls minde-and then the texts were
read aloud to us to make the matier sure; if the slaves
themselves had an aversion to slavery, they were wise

Mark's father hed always owned slaves, and his mother
sceepted the instiiution as "righteous snd secred,® hecause
she had heard 1t upheld in the pulpit, Jane Clemens was a
very kinde~hearted womany therefors, she zgggg@@ﬁ thw operaw
tions of the system with e kindly heart. Vhen Hark complained
about the singimg of the little slave boy who worked for the
fanily in Hanndibal, his mother said,

}.gw‘i} » Howells, My Mark

Twain, p. 35, © Hopks, XOXVI, 101,
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Thinks he is sold away from his moilersy she 1s
in Maryland, a thousend miles froa here, and he will
never see her agaln, poor thing. when m is singing
it igs a sign that he is not grieving; the nolse of it
drives me almost ﬁistraateﬁ, but ¥ am always listenw
ing and glways thankfuls it would bresk my heart AT
Sandy should stop ﬁi%%x}gg 21

On the treatment of sglaves, in Mark 2

he explains that cuffing was the usual way of mgmmmz
one's degires to a slave, and that these culls were never
resented. Seeing a vhite man hitting a native bellehop in
Indla, Mark said,

I hadn't seen the li::m of this for fifty years.

It carried me back to ny boyhoods....i was able to
remenber that the mtm secmed right and natural In
those days. I bdeing born to it and unaware that olsew
whore there wore other methodss but I was also able
to remember that thome umwu%ed cuffings made oo
goryry Por the vietin and ashamad for the }:ﬁmiﬁhai?.
Pather was a reflned and kindly gen:lemsn, very %u
rather austere, and of rigld probity, a agéﬁmw

and upright man....He punished me o twice and ‘i:irm
@ﬁmr members of the family not at alle...yet he come

aonly cuffed our harzless slave boy Lowis for any
11 ttle blunder or avkwardness and even gave him a laghe
ing now and then, which tervifled the poor thing ncarly
out of his wiﬁg, My father had passed his life among
his slaves, from hisg cradle up, and hls cuffings proe
wg&a& rg@a the customs of the times, not from hisg
natures 2

In a sisilar passage in the original screipt of Following X
Eguator Judge Clemons had lashed Levls, but in the mergin
Idvy hsd penciled, "I hale to have your {ather plotured as
Inshing & @{1.@% boy.®

“lyorks, YXXVI, 101-102.
22
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Bark Twain replied, "It's cut, and my father 1s widiew
m&mé'“%

John M. Clemens In 1541 had sat on & Cireult Court jury
at Palmyre and sent to the penitentiary for Twelve years
three abolitiondsts, wiw had itried %o help five slaves coe
cape. Years later Mark Twain wrote "4 Zerap of Curious
History,” awouil the way in which martyrdom maérésh@ﬁ the
cange of sholition in Missourl in the 18401's, Almo in
that year Clemens had made a long trip, sxpecting to sell &
slave, Charley, in New Urleans or Vieksburg, but he could not
get enough for the ¥egro. The Judge hed written a letter
home teiling of his plans, and wien Mark Twain saw the letter
in the fardly papers mary years later, be commented wryly
on hig fatherts mention of Charley as if the man had been

an oxe-and somebody else's ox, It makes s body homee

sick for Charley, even after rifty years. Thank God I

have ne recollection of him as house servani of oursy

that is to say, playmate of mine ?mfﬁr- I was playmale

tc all the niggers, preferring thelr society to that

of the eloct, 1 m-ing a person of low-doun tastes

fron the ext;ar%% notwithstanding ny high birih, and

ever ready to forsake the communion of high souls if
I could sirike anything nearer vy pgrade.2d

3
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When the finances of the Clemenses were in such atralie-
ened clrcumgtances, 1t vesg necessary to sell Jennle, the clave
girl who bad served as "Hasmuy" to Hark and the younger cohile
dren. {he had been 4 "sagsy" Negro and had been vhipped &
tine or two by Judge Clewens. Hark Twain paidé the tuition
through Yale for at least one Hegro student as his part of
the reparation due from every white o every black manﬁﬁﬁ

The tragic irony of these relations betwesen black
slaves and white masters might never have revesled itself to
Sam Clemens® mingd if he had not gpent several summers at his
uncle's f&rm.g? Mie own family haé grown teo poor to own
slaves alter fam wamn geven or elghlt yesrs cld, but at John
Cuarles' form there vere many Negroes whom the boy grew %0
¥now and love. "It was on the farm that I got oy sirong
Iiking for hig race and my apprecietion of eertain of its
fine cualities,” Mark sald In spesking of Uncle Dan'l, ks
model Tor Wgrer &im.zﬁ The children vere entertained with
old tales, goseip, and superstition, so that they believed
in spells, cherms, and bad-luck signs, Hany exanples of

Begro folklore appear in Top Sawver and Duck Finn.

26
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Besides Wigper Jim, Roxy ir Twain's beat-knoun %egro
character, and probably the strongest woman in any of his
books. In Pudd'nbesd Wilson she has changed places with hep
ownn baby and the Drisccll baby. Her son becomes very arrogant
and mistreats her ag the younp master, and the author deseribes
ber actions. Hoxy approached her son with all the “wheedling
and supplicating servilities that fear and Intereat can ime
part to the words and attltudes of the born 31&?@;“2%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂv§
she was happy; bappy and proud, "for this wss her son, her
nlgper son, lording 1t among the wvhites and securely avenge
ing thelr crimes against bher raaagﬁgﬂ

After Hoxy has told Tom Driscoll thet he is her son,
the plaintive cuory is made by Tom,

why were niggers and whites made? vwhat orime did

the uncereslted flrst nlgeer comall that the curse of

birth was decreed for hlw? And why 1s this awlful dife

Ference made botlween white and black?...Yow hard the

niggerts fate seems, this morning--yet until last

night snen a thouglt neuver entered my head.31
The getlcve 1s udtiter in the same book vhen Tomy the nmurderer,
is granted 4 perdon by the Governor as socon as he wndersitands
the gase. The eredliors explain to him that the man is worth
at lecast a thousand dollars 4f he can be scld down the river.

4V the age of ten Sam Clemens had seen a white overseer

"fling a luwp of iron-ore sl a slave-man in anger, for serely

23 | 30 |
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doing somsthing sulwardiVe«ofe was dead in an hour...1t scemed
a pitivul thing snd somehow vwrong, Yobody in the village ade
proved of that muvder, but of course no one scdd much about

32
it«" He is more harsh in a cancéled passage in the Julp-

sy, about the same inwiﬁaﬁt¢nf;“e?@ryﬁﬁﬁy geemed ine
Gifferent aﬁmﬁ% ii~=zg regarded the slavew-though conaoldere
gble sympathy wss fell For the glavﬁ*é owner, who had been
bereft of valuable property by a worthless person who was
not able to pay for it,“3 

ihs fdwsntures of Hucklels
Hark lwain®s greatest book, ~as published in 1886, #Huch

2y Plap. usually considered

of the satire in Hygk is moral and soeial, rather than po-
litical. FHowever, the thome of tho story ig Huck'ls strgsle
to win fresdoz for himsell snd for Jim. Tnds stragsle causces
coenflict hetwesn Fucktszs moral intuition and his conwentional
congseience, In his Hotebook Yarlk Twaln had thiz tc say ahout
slaverys
Thiz is to sugrest that the thing In man which

makes kim ervel to a glave is in hin pormanently and

wlll not be rooted cul for a milllon years, 7o admit

that slavery exists in any country iz to admit that

you =ay describe any form of brutal troestment vhich

you can Imagine and go there and £ind 1t has heen

imagined and appliod before you. 3

3ycaka, WXI, 18-19.
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Higrer Jim becomes tlhe most adrnirable character in the
book, a figure of dignily and heroism. The evils of slavery
ang the virtue and depravily of man's heart are emphasigeds
in médition, the ironles of white Uhristfan supremacy ave
satirized by “uain, the emancipated Southerner.S? ek Finn's
report £o Aunt Sally vhelps about @ stearboat exploslon in
whilehy luckily, no one was hurty although 1t "killed a lgger,®
1 his nost facouz comment on slaverv.

This 19 the entire passaper

‘It warn't the groundinge-thet didn't koep us
back tut g 1ittle, we Dbloved oul 3 cylinderéhead.!

Hieod gracious! anybody huet??

'Hetu. Ellled a nigper.!

"Well, 1t’s lucky; because sonetimes reople do
get uirdeee'

Luel adzdts to Tow tnat black Uncle Juke has befricnded
hliz and adds,

"That's a mighty seod nigoer, Tom. Ko 1likes n
becug I don't ever act as If T uas above hin. Sofae
tilme I've get right down and eat itk biw, Sud you
needn*t tell that. 12 hody's pot o do things when
ho's awful bungry he wouldn't want to do ag s steady
thing.! 37
Hucek and Nlgeer Jinr have only one digsagrecaent and that

Is on the occasgion of thelr sevaraiion by the fog., Jir has
wourned Huck as dead, but uhen he awakes, he finds that Tuok

has returned and 1s overjoyod. %ﬁﬁk ﬁriakarﬁim into

5 | 36
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believing that the Incident wes a dream wntll dawn vhen the
evidence of the debris of leaves and the broken car prove the
Jokes; then Jin's pride 1z huet.

Jim locked at the trash, ard then locked at ume,
and back atl the trash again. #He had got the dreanm
Fixed so streng iIn hlz head that he couldn®t seenm to
ghake 1%t loose and get the Iaots back inte ils place
agiﬁﬁ rieht away. SJut when e @814 gel the thing
stroightened around he looked at nme sieady without
eyer smiling, end says:

Ywhat do dey stan' for? I'se guyne to tell yous
WYhen I ot all wore ont wid work, en wid de ecallint
for you, en went tc aleep, my heart wux mos' hpoke
hekase 7ou woz los', on 1 éidn' k'yer no mo' what
becane er e en do maf's En when I weke up and fine
you back agala, all safe en soun'y, de tears come, ¢n
I could a gol down on my kneeg on klass yo' foct, I's
so thankful. En all you wuz thinkia® ‘bout wug how
you could make a fool uwv ole Jim wid 8 Me. Tat truck
dah 18 trashy on trash i what people 1o dat puts dirt
o de head er doy fren's en makes ‘en ashamed.?

Tren he gol up slow and welked e the wigwamé and
wend ia there witheout saying anything bui that. 38

Huck's one last dlw vestige of pride of status, hls gense of
his position as a white man, wholly vasdshes: "It was £1f-
teen sinviss before I conld work mygzeld up 4o zo and hamble
wyself to a niggery bul I done ity and I warn® sorzy for 1%
afterwards &;th&f.”‘?

wWhen Jin thought the ralfi bad almest reached Calreo, he
tallled about wheat he would do after zeliing to free tersilorye

Buck?s wersion of this revesls his Southern outlocks

38
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Jim talked out loud all the time while I was
talking to myself. He was saying how the Tirst thing
he would do when he got to a free sltate he wonld go
to saving up money and never spend a single cent, and
when he got enough he would buy bis wife, which vas
owned on a farm close to where Migs Watson livedy and
then they would both work to my the two children, and
if their master wouldn*t sell them, they'd get an
Abt*litionist to go and steal them. ,

it most froge me to hear guch talk. He wouldn't
ever dared to talk such 43lk 4n his life before. Just
soe what a difference 1t made in him the minute he

vdged he was about free....Here was this ﬁiggﬁ#. whieh
had as good as helped to run awsy, coming 'gh% ant
flat-footed and saylng he would stesl his childrene-
ehildren that belonged to 8 man I 4idn't even know; a
man that hadn't ever dome me no harm.

I was sorry to hear Jim say that, 1t was such a
lowering of him b0

The climax of Huck Finn. comes when Huck disceards the
gode of & Bouthern boy and decidesn to help Jim in his ocge

eape from slavery. The satiric brilliance of the episode
liew in Huck's solving his probdlem, not by doing “right”
but by doing “wrong.® His consolence tells him that he
mast return Jinm to slavery. He belisves that he detestis
Abolitionistsy he does not openly condemn slavery, but his
moral crisis mekes hinm question the respectable morality
of s day. He thinks about some of the things which aoe
company Yso~called® oivilization and wonders why these
things “don't geem right" according to his moral sense of
decency and bhumanitarlanism,

Huck sald, upon seelng that paper with his note to Mss

Wataons
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It was a close place. 1 took it up, and held 1%
in nmy hand. I was g~trembling, because I'd gol to dee
cide, forever, betwixt two things, and I knowed it. I
ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁé a minute, sorit of kﬁlﬁﬁﬂg my breath, and then
says o myself:

t411 righty then, I'1ll go to helll~wand tore 1%
ups and I ?a@w it was auful ﬁﬁnugﬁts and awful words,
but they was said. And I let them stay salds and nﬁvuw
thought no more sbout reforming. I shoved the vhole
thing out of my hoad, and sald 7 would iake up wicked
ness ggain which was in ny 1&&&, heing brung up 1o
i%; the other mﬁ’\gﬁtaﬁ

In the settion vwhere Huek's "old man goes for the gove
ment," Mark Twaln expresses hls idea of the lgnorant, i1lite
erate plney-woods lawebreaker who is always criticlzing the
government, This type of "poor white trash™ opposed both
the frecing of the Hegroes and any inproving of thelr living
conditions. The ignorant and uninformed vere allowed the
right to vote in many states where the educated Negro was not
given that right. Epeaking of the Fegro professor, Pap sald,

They sald he was a p'fessor in a college, and
could talk all kinds of languages, and knoved everye

Shing. And that ain't the wust. They said he could

yota when he was et homes, Yell, that let me out.

indnks I, vhat is the country mwcﬁm&ng to? It wan

*leaticn dayy and I was jJust about to go and vote %gﬁ

self 1 1 %arn’ﬁ too drunk to get there; but when

told me there was a state in this country wvhere tﬁay'é

let that nigéaﬁ vote, I draved out. I says I'1l never

vote agalin.
Pap inquired as to why the Yegro was net put up at suction

and gsold. Fe was told that he could not be s0ld until he

L1
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had been in the state zix months. %o which Pap Fimn

replied,

Trepp, now--that's a specimen, They call that a
govment that can't sell a free nigger t111 he's beon
in the state six months. Tere's a3 goveent ihet calls
itself a govment, and yel's got to el stockw-gtill
for six whole months before 1t can take a-bold of a
prowling, thieving, Infernal, white~shirted free
nigger, and-- 43

Harlk Twaln himsel! speaks out ageinst the Jury systenm
and mob violence through Colonel Sherburn'®s speech to the
Iynehing party, one of the bitterest parts of the boolk.

In regard to lynching, the colonel tells the mob,

The pltifuleat thing out is a moby that'a what an
army ise-a moby they don't fight with courage that's
born in them, but with courage that s borrowed from
thelr mass, and from thelr officers, DBut a swob without
any man at the head of 1t is begegth pitifulness, How
the thing for you tc do is to droep your tails and go
home and erawl In a hole., If any real lynching's going
tc be dome 1t will be done in the dark, Southern fashlong
and when they come they'll bring thelr masks, and feteh
& pan along. b

_%est against slavery, sco 1s 4 Gopneeflont Jadkes In Kine
Court o satire ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁpﬁésﬁi@ﬁ ang rule by the privie
leged few. The latter outlines Mark Twain's fundamental ‘Sj
ideas aboui the foundations of organized socliety. It was s
deliberate and sustained effort to write satire and contains
& complete ztatement of Mugwump beliefsy & satire on high

%3 ‘ Lk
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tariffa, the practices of corporations, and on the sgqualor
of "peor widtes«® Twaln spiruck at the caste sysiem of his
day, for he was appalled at the callous attiinde of the
wealthy classes toward the poory starving chiléren in the
world. The book is ak”mahla and pessionate expression of

an ideal of fre&ﬁmm@”‘

; et one purpese of J Cowecticut Yankee
is to confront privilege wilth humanity and to dis:lay the
conditions of slavery wrought by the XKing and the Catholie
Churel, Mark Twaln urges revelution as the soluvtiom

This dreadful matter brought from thesd downe
{rodden people no outburst of rage sgalinst thelr
oppressors. They had been keritors and subjects of
cruelty and oulrage o long that nothing could have
startled them but a kindness. Yes, here was a
cupious revelation, indeed, of the depih to which
these people had sunk in slavary. 46

Mark Twain deseribed the subjecis as follows:

IThe most of Xing Arthur's Britlsh mation vere slaves,
vure and simple, and bore that name, and wore the iron
collar on their necks; and the rest were slaves in
fact, but without the namej they imagined themselves
men and frecmen, and called themselves so. The truth
was, the nation as a hody was in the world for one
obleet, and one only: to grovel before king and
Church and noble, to slave for theum, sweat blood for
them...ind for all this, the thanks they got were cuffs
and contempty awd so poore-spirited were they that they
took even this sort of attention as an honorJh?

45
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Speaking of the lnberited priscners abhoul whom nothing
was known and who were considered of no value by the gueen,
the Yankee asked, "Then why in the world didn't you set thenm
free?® She did not know why she hadn'ty the thing had never
come up In her winde "It seemed plain to me now, that with
her training, those 1nheyita§apraﬁanﬁrs wera merely properlyes
nothing more, nothing less.” This statement is an echo of
what Hark Twein sald about slavery in his own countyrve.

A terrible descriplilion of the lashing of a young mother,
which ogeurs as the pllgrims ride by, brings forth bMigter
comments from the Yankeer

All our pllgrins looked on and commented~-on the
experi way in vhich the whip was handled. They were
too much hardened by lifelong every-day familiarity
with slavery fo notice that there was anything clse in
the exhibition that Invited comment. This was what

slavery could do, in the way of ossifying vhat one m&i

call the superior lobe of human feeling; for these pile

grins were iind-hearted people, and they would not have
allowed that man to trest a horse like that.

if I ldved and progspered I would be the death of
slavery, that I was resclved upony but I would iy to

Fix 1% so ibat vhen I became 1is executioner 1% should

be by command of the nation. 49
The slave girl i3 separated from her husbandy this was one
of the conditions of slavery which gecmed unenduradble to
Mark (wain. He sald,

eseshnd the busband and father, with his wife and child

gone, never to be seen by him agaln in life?e-usll, the

iook of hin one might not bear at all, and so I turned
gway; but I knew I should never get his plcture out of

43 4o
ma, Lo 1631 w:, o 1&91



72

my mind agaln, and thers 1t 15 to thls day& to wring

my heart-strings whenever I think of 1t. 0

Mark Tweln realized that when a social systen such as
fendalism or slavery had been desiroyed, the roots of ex-
ploitation had not been destroyed. IThe tendenay to explofi=
tation was & permanent part of human nature, and 14 was from
these roots that slavery and other evil institutions sprang.
Twain believed that the processes of selfishness and corrups
tion conld never be elimimeted; butl nelther could the
processes of demooracy amd reason,

The Comnectiout Yankee goeg on to explain the evils of
slavery in any forms "The blunting effecis of slavery upon
the slaveholder's moral perceptions are known and conceded
the world overy and a privileged class, an arlstocracy, is
ot a band of slaveholders under ancther name.®

The repulsive feature of slavery is the fhing,

not its name. One neads but to hesr an aristoerat

speak of the ¢lasses that are below him to reecogiigow=

and in but indifferently medifled meagure~~the very
air and tone of the actual slaveholder: and behind
these are the slaveholder's spirit, thﬁ glaveholder's
blunted feeling. 7They are the waamlt of the same cavse
in bath casest the possessor¥s old and inbred ocuston

of regarding himgelf sz 3 superior being. 51

Mark Twaln stated that the “poor white" who helped the

slave~lord during the Civil var secreily detested the aris-
toerat. FEe savs through the Zarken:

50 51
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Ang there was only one redeenming fealture connected
with that pitiful plece of history; and that was,
that seeretly the 'poor white® did datest the slave
lord, and did feel his own shame, That feeling was
aot brought to the surface, but the fact that 1t was
there and could have been brought oui, wiwer favoring
circumstances was sonething~-in fact, 1% was enoughs
for it shoved that a man 1s at bottonm a man, after
all, evea iT it dosan’t show on the outside. 52

Ironically the Yankee tellz of his feclings at the
slave auction:

The sarl put us up and scld uz at auetion.
This same infeornal law had existed in our oun South
in my own time, more than thirtecn hundred years
later, and under it hundreds of freemen vho could
act prove that they were freemen hnd been sold ine
to life~long slavery without the olrcumsiance make
ing any particular impression upon mej bdut the
minute law and the auctlion blodk ecame into my pode
aonal expoeriencs, s thing which had been merely ime
proper belore becane suddenly hellish, Well, that's
the way we are made. 53

Hark Twain's comparison of sixth century Inglsnd and

ninetecnth ﬁﬁnﬁuﬁy America showed that slavery in any form
is odious, for it erushes ihe splrit and ignores the in~
dividual worth of man. Mark was bitler over men's inhumardty
to man, He felt that the Yegro's posltion aller emancipa= |
tion seaned unfalir. The Republlican Party had besn fouwnded
for the stale primary puwrpose of abolighing alevery, bul
gsoon after the war, the Begroes were 1llttle better off as
gerfs than a3 slaves. Twain belleved that slavery had acted
on the lethargy of the poor whites and had produced something

oy cal
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of the moh's oruelly =8 well as the gentry's foolish chive
.alrytﬁk He felt that enlightenment conld make no headvay
ggainsel irmorance and brutality. 4 doemoerazay should allow
equal oprortunitiss to all men, regsrdiless of ?&?ﬁ:3 He
would often lecturs for a colored congregation after refuge
ing to do av Tor a white group. s wife once suggested,
“Congider everyone colored until he 1s nroved white."
fluman slavery obviously had viclated demooratic ine
stitutions wmore than any other ovil of the day. As long
as the slavery controversy had remained out of polities
it did pot portend a national disaster, bnt when slavery
and expansion were linked, the firht over the extension
éf slavery bezan, Heesuse of the intensity of the sectionmal
rivalry, every great volitician of the day was foreed to
take & stand on tha slavery issve. The politleal mencuvere
ing vhich pave James ¥, Polk the pf@aiﬁ@méy widened the
rifts in an aslready badly divided Pewmceratic Party. Civil
War becare practiecally incvitable vhen the northern angd
gouthern winge of the Temoeratic Party gplit 4n 1860, The
Repnblican Party p»iatform waos clear on the issue of slinvery
expanslon, and the Farty owed much of 1ts eariy strongth to
the dissenting Demoeorats who Jolned 1t. Freedom and slavery

¥
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vegane the distingulsbing Zealures of the Horth grd of the

s,

south.  The frreccncilable conflict of the politiclans Pine
ally ocpupted Lo wars

In apealking of the effcots of %&@ war between the states,
Hark Ywaln roccgndzed “hal the setlilement of ihe slavery isw
sue hiad a ouch swre profound influcnce in the South ihan in
the ¥orth. The MNorihern vooen vere very far renoved fron the
wary and only aboul one man in every Tive ed participated
in the fighting., In the touth nearly every man fought, and
mest of the women saw the var first hand., 28 a topic of cone

versation Iin the South the war dwarled all others. ark

Twedn onee sald, "In the fouth the wur is what Al .« 13 slse=

-

vhere; (hoy date Iroz it.“}

Twain fell that slevery in the politics of his cun day
was the result of man's tendency to follew lhe herd, His
copments on this charseteristiec of menkind are bitier:

ook atl the tyranny of party=--al what 15 called
narty alleplence, party loyaliy--sa snave invented by
cesigning men for sellish purposcs-eand which furns
volers into chatiels, slaves, rabblis, and all the
while their masters, and they themselves, are shoulbe
1ag rubblsh sbout liberty, indepcndence, freedom of
opinion, frecdom of gpeeoh, honesty, uneonsclous
of the fantastic eﬂﬁtﬁaéiegi@mg and forgetiing or
ignoring that thedr father and the churches shouted
the same plasphemies a generstion earlier when they
were closing their doors againg the human slave,
beating his handful of banan defenders with Sinle

56
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texts and Wulllcs, and vocketing Insunliz sod licking
the shoes of his Southern mastor. 57
r Yark Twain felt that the greatest good was liberty,

and the greatest evil wes slavery-~-wietiber 11 wes the zlavery
of Fegrees in the Soulhy or the slavery of the minions of a
monarel, or the spiritual al@&w of churchegoers, or the
slavery cf a coryupt nation. | Ia his weitings, as in bis
life, “waln ecnsistently aesalled ail types of bondage. mL

57
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CHAPIBR V
DEMOCRACY AND MONARCEHY

Harlk Twain wrote much on the subject of aristoersoy
and monarchy. While he was young, he was the chempion of
damocragy, but becoming dfsillusioned as he grew older, he
finally began to fear that 4merica might become & monarchy.
The sum total of the influence of his sarly environment was
antie-arigtoeratic. Since boyhoody he had felt a sympathy
with the oppressed, mhel:’.%ca against tyramny, aend

scorn for
the divine right of kings. Twain's faith in demoeracy dled,
because he realized the corrupiness of imeriea during the
period which he named "the O0ilded Ape." However, he falt
that a nation's strengih lies in its common peopls, He had
hope that the education of the masses would help
to endure. Mark Twain wrote that once these poagants are
gducated they “wﬁuzrim up and demand to be regarded as part
of the human race."

In The Innocents Abroad Twain had thought that demogracy
was the grestest system of government ever devised and that
monarehy based on heveditary titles was the most stupid and

1 2
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disgraceful form of goveonment. here are mugerous atrong
dommeiations of monwerehy 3a b Zanneellionk
Tuain®s private notes are fall

of swathdng resarks on this sublects Seglondng with hisg
earlieyr writing, sany of thess coumsniz will be olfod.
The Umperor of Mowpouso iz described in Jlz losooenls

a¢ gs a scullsss despot whoe contisoniss (ho propeviy of

his subjotiu. In opder to sgcape his greed, all of the
rieh mon in the emplro are forosd io buny thelr noney and
doggn v vags Lo eounterfol? Wﬁm?{ Tpon gosing Sbdul
Avig, the Tulian of Turkey, in 8 parede In Pepla, Yavk
Tyadin enils hdn "the pepresentative of a peoplo by nature
and Sraining f3ithyy brutish, Agnorant, wnprogresaivey
gupsrstitiovs and a g;&vﬁtzmifmﬁ whoso Thpea Graces are
Tyranny, “apaciiy,y Blond.” Pueihre on in the gwme bouvly
a vegy Miter deminclation of thiz sulian iy medes
He ig a man who geos bis pecple 00bbed und ope
pressed by soulless laxegatherers, bul sposks ne
word $o save thof--g wan who i’&m his prest emplice
a blol upon thw @wt:hw Jograded, poverty-stedcken,
udserable lanous a;i mm of ignopunce, orings
e aetal1iy. “and will 2416 cuey the oli0tted’daye

of ma teivial :x.m@ and then pass to the dust and
the worns and mqm 't sof 5

b,

3
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Mayk Twain, the demoerat, is shocked by the satory told
of the bullding of the Gardens at Versaillesy for hundreds
of poor peasants had died in order tc make this splendor a
posgible.

He (Louls XIV) took a tract of land sixty miles in
clroumferonce and set to work to make thiz park amd
bulld thls palace and a road to 1% fronm Paris. Fe
¥ept 36,000 men employed daily on 1%y and the labor
was s¢ unhealthy that they used to die and be hanled
off by cart~loads every night., The wife of a noble~
man of the time spesks of this as an 'inconvenicnce®,
but naiwvely remarks that *it does not seenm worthy of
at?m%ug 1 the happy state of tranguillity we now
anjoy.

In Italy the author condemns the Florentine princes and the
artists for uaing theose unworthy persons as gsubjects for
their paintingst

The desd and damned Medicis vwho eruelly tyrane
nized over Florence and were her curse for over two
bundred years, are salted away in a circle of costly
vaults, and in their midst the Holy Sepulchre was %o
have heent 28% TPurss

Raphael pletured such infernsl willains as
{atherine and Marle de Medlicl seated in heaven and
conversing famdliarly with the Virgin Mary and the
angels (to say nothing of higher personages), end
yet my friends abuse me becange I fall mm%iw@a
to see the beauty that is in thelr productions. 1
cannot help but see 1t, now and then, tut I keep on
protesting agalinst the groveling spirit that could
persuade those masters %o prostitute thelr noble
talents to the adulation of such monsters as the
¥rench, Venetian, and Florentine princes of two and
three hundred years ago, all the same. 7

‘works, II, 164.
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The shivalrous code of the 014 South was blamed uvpon
Sir valter Scoit by Mark Twain. He acoused Scott of creatw
ing the reverence fop rank and caste in the Bouth. Twain
said in Life on the Mississippl thet Scotl was in large
measure responsible for the Civil YWar., 7IThis code of @hdve
alry was as merciless and deadly as any feudal sysiem. The
duels and feuds were rldicnlous as well as horrible. By
head Yilson and Jueklabe:
aristocratic code of the Gld South.

The aristocracy i3 depleted in Juck Fipu in the story
of the Grangerford-Shepherdscen fend. Twaln calls Colonel
Grongerford a "gentleman all over,™ and sc was his family.

Aok in s man a8’1 1s in 8 hovse,’se the Widow Dousles

said, and nobody ever denied that she was of the fiest

aristocrsey in our town; and pap he slways said it,

§§§§@§§§§gh he warn't no more guality than & mudea
Puck tolls of anotber clan of aristoeracy nearby, “They vas
28 high~toned and well~born and rich and grand as the tribe
of ﬁr&ngerfﬁréﬁ.“?

The story of the feud itself l1s one of the most pathetic
passages in the book. The mereiless killing mekes Fuck cone
alude, "I wished I hadn’t ever come ashore that night to see
such things. 1 ain't ever going to get shut of thﬁﬁi#!ﬁnzg

; 9
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&fter the two carpethaggoers came abosrd the raft, the
old man is not to be outdone by the Duke of Brldgewater. He
makes this startling statement: "Yes, my friend, 1t iz itoo
true--your eyes is lookin' at this moment on the pore dise
appeared Deuphin, Looy the Seventesn, son of Looy the Nixe

’ 1%
tean and Marry Antonette,"  Huck philosophizes that these
Iiers were not kings or dukes at all, but jJust “low~down
mmbugs and frands,” vhich vas Mark's own opinton of all
12
titicse

The argument betwvecen the two members of royalty about
the corn shuck and the strav tick bod is classic. The king
teils the duke,

T should a' reckoned the differonde in rank
would a sejested to you that a corneshuck bed warntt
%ﬁﬁt fitten Tor me to sleep on. Your Gracetll take
he shuelk hed yourself,!

The duke replies, ''Tis ny fate to be always
groursd into the mire onder the iron heel of oppression.
‘Wsfortune hag broken my once haughty spirdity I yield,
I submity *tis my fate. I am alone in the world--letl
ne suffer. I can beapr 1%.7 13
Hark ‘wain's democratie background iz shoun in the fols

lowing conversation between Jism and Puck. Jir asked Duck If
it didn't surprise his the way those kings carried on. Huck
answers: |

*@al&; 1t dontt, beesuse 1t's 1in the breed, I rechkon
theylr ¢ all alike.' |

11 | 12
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‘But, Huck, dese kings o' ourn is reglar rap-
mal&&@m; éa‘k*a Just what dey 1sy dey's reglar
rapscallions,t

TWelly that's vhat I'm a-gayin'y all kﬁr@a is
mostly z*axmzallim, as fur as 1 can mk@ out.t 1k

Huek cxpleins to Jim what he hag read about the different
kings in history, saying,

*You don't know kincs, Jim, but I know them, and
this old rip of ourn is c:me of %m gleanest Itve struck
in historYeessdll 1 aay m% ‘imaga is kings, and you gob

to make allowances, 1 around, they're a

mighty ﬁmw lot. zt'a the way t&my'm raim* "

Somstimes I wish we could hear of a country that's oul

of kings.t 15

By contrast,(in A Connecticut Yankes the peopls are the
quaintest, simplesi, irustingest race, becaunse they had ine
herited the $dea that all mon without title and a long pedie
gree were creatures of no ?gm consideration than sc many

snimals, bogs, or Insects, The Yankee mournsy

Ji % ;
It was pitiful for a person born in & wholesoue bt
ro8 atmosphere to listen o their humble and hearty
mtgﬁmmgs of loyalty toward theiyr king m @hurch
and nobility; as if they had any more occasion to
love and honor king and church and m‘m ﬁi:m a

slave has $to love and honor the lash & &
to love snd honoy the stranger that ﬁiﬁka

e believes 4t iz enough to make hinr ashamed

race to think of the sort of froth that has always occupled
its thrones without shadow of right or reason, and the
seventh rate people that have always figured as its

14 15
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aristocracies~-"a company of monarchs and nobles, who, ag &
ruley, would have aschieved only poverty and aggamﬂy ir left,
ke their betters, to their own exertions.”
The Yankee explains his status in King Arthur's Courts
I wvas admired, alsc feared; but...l was not swzx
mgwetﬁﬁ‘ I had no hggéigwa no inherited title
wn the kting's and nobles® eyes I was mere dirty ¢ a
pegple regarded me with wonder and awe, but there was
no reverence mixed with it through ﬁm foree of mn
herited ideas tha{ﬂwm not able to concelve of a
thing belng entitled to that except m&igwe and mwﬁw
ship. 19
The monsrchial form of government would be most satig~
factory 1f the despol were the most perfeet individual of |

the human race and his lease on life were perpetusl., Howe

ever, Mark Twaln points out,

But as & peprishable perfect man must die and
leave his dospotism to an imperfect successor, an
carthly despotism is not merely a bad form of governe
ment, it 1s the worst form that is possible. 20

A4 modification of the "Clothes Philosophy,” similar to
that of Carlyle in Haprtor Jegartuz is outlined by the Yarkee
in the next passages

Tou see my kind of loyalty was loyalty to one's
cmmwy not to its institutions or its ﬁffi%whﬂl&ﬁma
The mmtry is the real thing, the substantial thing,
the eternal thingj it is the thing %o vatch over, and
care fory and be loyal tog mﬁimﬁm@ are m:&‘am&ﬁ&
they are M:a mere clothing, and clothing can wear out,
become raggad, cease to be comfortable, cease to gm:f«»
teot the ‘m&y in winter, disease, and ém'kh\. Te be

18 19 20
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loyal to rogs, to shout for rags, to worshkip rags, to

e ShaE T4 Serinas 10 Benaechy, e abonted by

monarchy; let monarchy keep it, 21
Twain belicves that the citizen who thinks that the common
wealth's political clothos are worn out, even if he 1s the
only one in the country %o do zo, should agitate for & new
sult of elothes. If he holds his peace, e iz disloyel and
a traitor. It iz the duty of the other citigens to vote him
down 1f they do not agr@aﬁzg This was intended for nineteenth
gentury Aserica g8 well as for the English.

A new deal was first sugpested by Yark Twaln, vhen he
gompared the form of govermment in the Britain of King

Arthurts day with s corporation.

Bo to speak, I wesy a stockholder In & corporaw
tion where nine ﬁﬁaﬁzﬁ& and ninety~four of the menmbers
furnigshed all the money and 4id all the work, and the
other six elected themselves & permgnent board of
direction and took all the dividends. It secmédio me
that what the nine hundred and ninety-four dupes needed
wags a nov deals 23
The guthor alweys resented the phrase which referred to

this or that country's poople as being “eapable of self-
governmeni.” Such a phrase implied that somewhere, sometime,
a nation had existed which was not capable of governing 1t
self according to curtain self-appointed specialisis. The

Yankee supposed that the people in Arthur's kingdom were poor

21 22 | 23 N
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material for a republie, because they had been so long dew
graded by monarchy, but he insisted, "The master-minds of all
nations have sprung fr@aﬁéﬁﬁ masses of the mation, not from
itz privileged classes.® “Twain repeats fhe 1dea of democw
racyts superiority,”...aven the best-governed anﬁ‘mﬁﬁt‘fréa
and most enlightened monarchy is 8till behind the bost cone
dition atiainable Ly iis pecople; and that the same is true
of kindred governments of lower grades, all the way down %o
the lowest,® 25

The practice of glving the federal government power to
meddle with the peivate affalrs of its eltizens, Twain bew
llevedy was a dangerous one. Buch a practice would resunlt in
the loss of the people's independence, the source of Arerien’s
greatnoss, Man is escsentially the important thingg he shoulad
overthrow his oppressors.

A wan is a man, at bottom., Vhole ages of abuse

and oppression ﬁ&ﬁnﬂﬁ erush the manhocd clear out of

him. Whoever thinks it z mislake iz Himself mistaken.

Yeg, there 1z plenty good enough material for a repub-

e in the wost degraded pecple thai evor existedew

even the Russiansy plenty of manhood in theme-even in

the Gersang--if one could Mt force it ont of its

timld and ﬁuﬁpaaiaua privacy, to overthrow and trample

in the mud any throne that ever wvaes met up and any

nobllity that evor ﬁﬁpﬁﬁ%t&ﬁ 1t. 26
In spesking of the helplessnssg of the Frenchman or the

German, Hark Twain sald each of them "expeets hls government

2 25
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to feed ﬁim_gh&n hungry, clothe hin when naked, to prescribe
vhen ids child may be born and when he may fie, and, in fine,
to regulate every act of hﬁﬁﬁﬁi?? from the cradle to the
tomb, including the manter in which he may seck future ade
misgion to Paradise.®

RomeYs liberties were not auctioned off in a day,
but were bought gradually, slowly, furtively, little ﬁy
1ittle; firet, with a 11tt1e corn’and ol for the axe
cocdingly poor and wrelched, lator with corn and oil
for volters who were not q&i%@ 30 poor, later, still
with corn and oll for pretty much every m&n~%hat had
a vote to melle-exactly ocur own history over again,28

The inportance of training cannotl be foo sironsly emw-
phasized. [¥n A Cogngeticul Yankes Twain propounds the theory
that training is everythings

sseetraining 13 all there i3 to a person. e speak of
nature; 1t is fallyi there is no such thing as nature
what we call by that migleading name Is merely heredity
and training. e have no thoughis of our own, no opinions
of our ownj they are transmitted to us, trained into us.
All thet is originel in uz, and therefore falrly oredle
table or disoreditabls %o us, can be coversd up and hide
den by the point of & cembric needle, all the rest

being atoms contributed by, inherited from a processlon
of ancestors that stretches back a bIillion years to the
Adam-clan or gresshopper opr smonkey from vhom our race
has been so itsdiously and ostentatliously and unprofitably
developed. 29

The queen felt that te kill the page was no erime, becanse 1t
was her right, just as it had been for all previous monarchs,

27uaxy

Y
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"ohe was the result of generstions of $raining in the wexw
amined and unassalled belief that the law vhleh permitted
her to K111 & subjeet when she chose was a nerfectly right
ad rightesus ﬁnﬁtﬂzg Another incident wag that of the
prisoner whose crine had been the following remarit
He said he bellieved that 1f you wers to strip the

ration nakoed and send a2 stranger through the erowd, he

gouldn't tell the king from a guack doctor, nor a duke

from a hotel clerk. Appsrently, here was a man whoso

bralus had nol boen reduced to an ineffectusl mush by

1dictle training. 31 l
This was one of ¥ark Twain's pet 1deas, because it is ro-
peated In several plagesi one is in his notebook. He said
to have an absolute demoeracy in America would be an ime
possibility, Tor the following reasons

Sirip the mman race, absolutely naked, and it

would have a real democraty. Bul the introduction of

gven a rag of tiger skin, or cowtall, would malte & 32

badze of dlstinetlon amd be the beginning of a monarchy.

Twaln gradually came to belleve that iz fmerica the nolie
tleians and the newspaperg ar the malers of an Amepricants
patrlotisn, The Ameplean is given his patriotism “oul and )
dried at the public trovgh,® wihille an shsolute monarebhy “
“feeds 1ts subjectz patriotism in a delydrated form®™ from

the throne. Ingland and Amerdca have been training the

pecple zgalinst independence in political ﬁhﬁugh£*3siﬂ the
30 A 31 )
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essay, "As Aegards Patriolisa,” Mark reiterates that traloing
can turn bad morals to good, destroy prineiples or recrcate
then. In the republican femm of povernment nelther the
government noy the nation is privileged io diclate to the
fndividnal vhat hig patriotism shall be. In the United
States, the poeople bave acpepled the Gospel of MHonarehlical
Patrlotian, "The Ring can do no wrong v and changed it W
read, "Cur Country, right or wr@mggﬂg» He eontinues, "I

iz by the rocdness of God that in our country we have those
three unspcakably precions things: freedom of speech, Trees
dow of consclence, and the prudence never Lo xercise
eitier of them,”

Irdependence of thought must be developed 1n the citie
zens of o desccracy. A peraon who Jollows his pariyls loaderw
ship regavdiegss of his cvn cplndon, is the same as- a slave
in & monarehy. "People svem Lo think they are eliizens of
the Republlcan Party and that that is patriotism and gufe
flelently good patriotiss,” wrote Twaine "I prefer to be &
glitizen of the Urdited Siates.

Une of Hark Twain's apprebensions concernsd his bellef
that the Ameriecsn pgovernmsnt showed poslilve iendeneies
toward becomlng highly cantralized. TFven soy, he offered

some encouragements

3
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I suppone we wmust oxpeel that unoveldsble and ire
resistible clroumstances will gradually iske avay the
povers of state and coneentrate them in the central
government, and that the republic will then repeat the
Metory of all time end become a monarchy: but I bee
lieve that if we obziruct these encroachnmonts and
steadlly resist them, the monurchy can be postponcd fopr

One reascn why he belleved that Americs would arift inte
despotism was sioply that such was the neture of Americaust

It is a saddening thought, hut we camnol change our
nature-~we are ail alile, woe hwman leings; and in our
blood and bone, ineradleably, we carry the seeds out
of which monarcides and arlstocraciss are grownt wile
sidp of gauds, titles, distinctions, power. We have %o
worship and snvy or we carvwt be content, In inerica
we menifest tlds in anclent and customsry ways. In
public we scofl at tiiles and hereditary privilege, but
privately we hanker ofter them and wbhen we get a eﬁama,
we buy them for cash and a daughfer..ss

ke all other nationsy we vorship money and the
possassion of ite~-they belng our aristocracy,; and we
heve to have one, 38

Even Vark Twain himself sdzitted a desire for a titledriting

in kils Hpiebook in 1897, he tells of a visit with members of

royalty in Turope and says,

itere are princes which I cast in the Eghils
{princely) mold, snd they make me regrete-zgainee
that T am not & prince myselfs It 1s not 2 new
regret but o very old one, 1 have never been
proyrerly and humbly satisfied with my condition,
I an a democrat only on principle, not by in-
atinct~wnobody ig ihag. Doubtless some people gay
%ézfy aw%% but this werld 1s grisvously given to
SFATE .
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inother renson for evnecting the trend %ﬁ@%rﬂ monarchy is
the inrermaneney of wemphlies, %In time they perish and
in moot ceses stay vnder the sod, tnt the overthrown
momarehy gets hack inte the saddle by and %y.ﬁh& Hery Twaln
ayrlaine this in the following comment from Mark Tweln

ion, written in 1908,

Hen ¢o not deliberately desire the destruction
of thely repnblic, ut eircumstances coreated unknow-
inply by them are compelling that destrvetion. Firsiy
it is the raturs of man o went a something definite
to love, honor, and obey; God and King, for example.
seeond, 1lttle repuhlics have lasted lonp, protected
by their voverty and insignificance, mt great ones
have not. bl

The conditlon which causes great danger io a large repube
lie is the accumulation of vast power and wealth, which
breed commercial and politicsl corrurtion and ineite rublie
favorites tn dangerons ﬁmhitians.%ﬁ Hary Twain had written
previcusly, “We imericans worship the almighty dollarl well,
it 15 a vorthier pod than Heredity ?rwmagm“%

Mark Twain was bitierly opposed io the long Republican
regine and papticvlarly to ‘heodore Roosevelt. He said,

Fopr fifty years our couniry has been a constitu-
tional monsrehy, with the Repmnblican party sitvinz on
the throne. Mp. Cleveland's couple of brief intepe

ruptions do not count: they were accldents and temporary,
they made no permenent inroad upon Republicen supremacy. W

4O W
Hark dwain in brupiien abig dry P 2s .
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He continues, "Ours is not only a monarchy but a hereditary
monarchy=~in the one political family. It passes from heir

to heir as regularly and as surely and as unpreventably as

%
any throne in Europe.™ 4

The author abhorred the way Theodore Boosevell was
idolized by the masses, His own oplunlon of the President
was expressed in this ways

Mr. Roosevelt ls the most formlidable disaster
that has befallen this country since the Civil Ware-
vut the vast masgss of the nation loves him, 18 {rane
tically fond of him, even idolizes hinm, This is the
gimple truth, It sounds like a libel upon the ine
telligence of the human race, but 1t isn't; there
isn't any way to libel the intelligence of the human
race.

He detssted Roosevelt mainly bhecanse the latier was a

hvpoeritet

Certainly he (Roosevelt) is popular....and with
the best of reason, If the twelve apostles should
call at the White House, he would say, 'Come inl
Come in! I am delighted to see you. I've been watche
ing your progress, and I admire it very much.' Then
if Satan should come, he would slap him on the shovlder
and say, 'vhy, Satan, how dop you do? 1I'm so glad to
meet you. I1've read all your works and enjoyed every
one of them.' Anybody could be popular with a gift
like that. 47

Cne thing Marit Twaln asked of his fellow Amsricans was
that they not aet blindly, hastily, and therefore foolisnly
in all things., American boys should not be taughi, for exe

ample, to take their patriotism at second hand., To shout with

45 46 47 |
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the crowd, without exemining the right or wrong of the
matter, he believed, smacked remarkably of monarchy. Buch,
however, was the custom of his age, for he lamentst

We teach them to regard as traltors, and hold
in aversion and contempt, such as ¢o not shout with
the orowd, and so here in our democracy we are sheere
ing & thing which of all things is most foreign %o it
and out of place--the delivery of our political con-
selence intc someone else's keeping., This is
patriotism of the Bussian plan.

Irreversnce, then wasg the ghampion of democpscy and its

only sure defense, Those who practiced irreverence most
loudly weve the American newspapers, and Mark Twain alvays
respected them for this pecullsrity. 4an irreverent press can
overcome shams, hypocrisies, and oppression. Iurope had ox-
isted for a thousand yesrs, merely for the advantages of
"half a dozen sevenih-rate families called monarsh
bundreds of rifferaff sarcastically called nobles,™ because
of the ahsence of & free mmﬁ? Our American newspapers

g and some

were pralsed, for they had the nerve o be frreverent toward
almost everything, and "where they laugh one good king %o
death, they laugh a thousand eruel and infamous shems and
superstitions into the grave, and the account iz squa
Robility is the only class which is oxempt fyem being rldie
culed, Mark Twain believed, "Ho god and no religlon can

%maﬁg Ps 195
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survive ridicule., Ho church, no nobility, no royalty or
other fraud, can face ridicule in a falr ficld and mvm*%
During the 1880%s Mark Twain went through a& pariod of
special hatred for monarchies, probably while he was cole
leeting the material for end writing 4 Compegtiont fankeo,
but there are some pather rare instances of his praise of
monsrehs, For instance, Hapoleon Bonsparte is lauded for
getting merit above birth and glso for steipping the
divinity fros royaliy, Twain related that before Hapoleon,
the ¢rownsd heads of Burope were gods and that giave the
tire of Napoleoon, they have become Tigure-heads and are
ansverable for theiy acts, Just as any other person. Hark

Twain states, "Such benefactions as these compensate the
tesporary harm which Bonaparte and the Bevolution did and
lsave the world in debt to them for these grest and _perma~
nent services to liberty, hunanity, and pwgmmi“sz
Victoriats Jubllee” the accomplishments of Vietoria are
emumerated, She 43 pralsed for the moral and material ade
vancenent made during her reign. Some of the lavdatory deeds
are listed: the modification of Enplish eriminal lswvy the
broadening of the governing and law-making powsrs to the
peoples the creation of the public edueator, the newepapers

in an essay entitled “"ueen

51 | 52
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the freedng of women from cppressiong and the extension of
the right to organlzse trade undons to the ﬁﬁmm%

One of the great principles which American government
is supposed to be founded upon 18 the principle of equality
of men before the laws Hark Twain reallszed the 1diooy of
such an idealistic assunption and somewhat sneeringly exe
posed 1ta fallasey in The Aperican Clajvant. In the story
the young Viscount Berkeley deternines to renomee his rank
and proceed Lo smerics "where all men are crealsd equal and
all have an egual chance" ia order to try his own metils
without benefit of title. The book displays the digillusione
ment of the young idealist as he comes to reslize the vide
disparity between American desocratic theory about which he
has heard and the reality thal he experiences., VYhen he
applies for a clerkship in vWashingion, his undversitiy train~
ing and his obvious fiiness for the post count for nothingy
he finds that "pelitical background® is the tidng most ine
pﬂﬁt‘am,%

*The Cpar's Seliloguy® in 19205 was a violent attack
upen the imessian monarciiy. Twain had disapproved of Theodore
Roosevelt's intervening in the Russo-Japanese Wor, becausa
the author thought there might be a chance for a revelintion

4
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in Russis to overthrow the oppeession of the Czar. This sg»
say begins with s fvll explanation of the Clothes Philosophy,
previously mentioned., Mark Twaln gives the Czar's thoughts
as he stands at his mirrer before dressings
Maked, what am I%,...There 1s nothing imperlal
about this, nothing fmposing, impressive, nothing to
1nvoke awe and revopenCe....is it Uiis that a hundred
forty millfion Russians kiss the dust before and wopr-
ahip? Manifestly notl....It is my clothes. 5%
The Cgar by the sheer might of clothes and title can become
a delty to his poople and can exile them, harry then, dJdesiroy
them, "Just as he would so many rals if the accident of birth
had furnished him a calling better sulted to hig capacitles
than amy&%inggﬁsﬁ et the individuel knows that every
hereditary regal dignily commenorates a uvsurpation, a power
$lleglitimatoly acquired., DMonasrche have been chosen and
elected by aristocracies only; a nation has never zlected one.
Mark Twain attacks the moralists who say it would be a
erime to assasginate the cgar. The common trade of the
Czar's family has been erime, the cormon pastime murder, the
common beverage bloode-the blood of the nation. Mlllicons

of murders lie upon the hewds of the Russian royaliy.

‘t«é

)

8¢ Le Clemens, "The Czar's Sollloquy,™ North Angricen
feviey, DLXXX (Mareh, 1905), 322-326.
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The Czar econtinues his soldloguys

We and our uncles are a familly of gobras gel over
8 hurdred and forty million rabbits, vhom we torture
and murder and feed vpon all cur days, yet the morsllst
urges that to kill us ig a orime, not a duty. 57

Mark Twain states that no repal tyranny has been overthrown
@Xﬂaﬁt by viclence.

How 1ittle the acadenmical morallst knows of the
iremendous moral forees of massacre and asgassinationess
The nation 1z in labor; and by and by there will be a
mighty birthmeFatrioctisml 38

The Csar concludes by wontlering about the neture of the
husan rece. He gives Twain's ideas of determinism similar
to those in “What is Han?" and "Jhe MHysterious Stranger.®

With one banad I flogged uwnofiending women to death
and tortured prisoners f¢ unconsciousness: and with the
other I held g the fotish ftoward my fellow delity in
heaven and ealled down Hisz blessing upon my adoring ani-
mals whomy and whose forbeara, with s boly approval,l
arnd mine have been instrusting in the paing of hell for
four lagging centuries. |

Iz the hunan race & Joke? wag it devised and
patched together in a dulld time when ihere was nothing
important to do? NHss it no respect for Ltself? 59

F'%'m cause then for our political and social evils i the
nature of man. ITwain does not deny virtue, decency, and
courage, but through his charaeterizations, he shows that in
the main the race iz ignorant, stupid, and cowardly./ Toward

57 %
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the end of his lifetime, dark iwain saw 11%tie hope for real
moral progress, but in speeiflc cases hie called vehsmently
for improvements and reform. 4% heart a woralist and &
satirist, he was miserably unhappy becauss of the veast Jif-
feorence betwesn the real end the ideal. I(ho autlior had seen
demoepacy strugpling during a diffieull perlod in historys
e felt that his own republic bad succumbed to the evils of
the Gilded Age. Honarchy and aristegracy were wrong bee
caugse they were based upon shams and hypoerdsies and denled
freedom of thought and action to theld citizens. | Hark Twain
realized that a nation's strengith lles in iis common people,
but he did not ispute to the magses any sori of mystlcal ard
spiritoal wisdom which would gulde ithelir solions and make
them always right., He believed that lmiependence of tuovught
for the individual and education lor the populace werc €5~

sentlal to the contimuance of éﬁmmawaaytx>



CLAPTER VI
IHPERIALIBY AND VAR

As the minelsenth contury drev to a close and the
twentieth dawned, ihiere were runy saw-toothed evsnts which
depressed and disgusted Mark Twaln., The fpasdsh-Ameplcan
war, the anmexation of the Mhilipplnes, the Bowr “ar in
gouth Afriea, ithe belgian Congo strocities, the Boxer Ree
bellion in China, the Irantic compeiliiion zbnong the natlons
for world markets, the Buerg nce of Theolore Roosevelt, the
rise of yellow Journalliam, the abortive atienplis on the navg
of ‘ussia's serfs to gain fr&§éam»~&ll of these evidenced
the trend toward luperialisum. 7o sws up Hayl Tusin's roe-
atlon to these events, he wrotes

& Greeting fromn the Hasteenth to the Twentleth Century

i brlng you the stalely nmation named Christendom,
returning h@éwaggmé& besmirched, and dishonored,

from pirate ralids in Blac-Chou, Manchuria, Bouth Afrlea,

and the Philippines, with her soul full of meanness,
her pocket full of Doocdley and her mouth full of pious
hypoerisics. Give her soap and towel, but hide the

looking-glass, 2

About the same time Twain finished an unpublished dootw

ment entitled "Stupendous Internatlional Processlon,” a

hi
e
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grussone pageant, The Twentieth Century is plotured as a
falyr young creature, drunk and discrderly, borne in ilw aprms
of Satan, cerrying a banner bearing the motio, et What You
Can, Xeep ¥nat You @et**é Christerdon is & majestlic matron
dressed in {lowing robes drenched with the blood of patriois
who died for their countriepe~fcers, boxers, ani FIliplios.
& bottle in her pocket bears the inscripiion, "We bring yom
the blessings of eiwillzation," and her bamwe reads, "Love
Your - Relghbor's Goods as E&:awwlf‘“%&

Mark Twain had severely criticlized the part played by
the Undlted States in the Epanisheimerican war, ihe F1lipinos
bad been mistreated; the purpose of the war, Jjust as of all
other wars, turned out to be greed and comeredsl gain.
President Cleveland had refused to intervene in ithe Cudan
revolt, assumed an attitude of correct neutralily, and de-
nied to the insurgents the status of bolliigereniss. Ihe
newspapers kept popular sentiment at the bolling poiat by
vividly describing Spanish General wayler's concentration
camps. The vast ecomomic interests of Amerlcans la Cubsa
brought pressure upon MeKinley, amd two speclacular evenis
in 1898 foreed the President to a decision on a declaration
of wm‘aé

3 L
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In Pebruary, 1898, the Hearst papers published a letler
written by the Spanish mindster criticizing Fresident Helinloys
This letter hed been stolen from the malls, and a furor raged
for several days. Soon afterward, the desteuction of Bate
tleship Halne in the harbor of Havana killed lwo bundred and
sixty men. Although the cavse of the disaster was unlnoum,
the American public blamed the local Spanish officials. The
government of Spain waz more than sollelitous in iis attempt
to do the proper thing, but nothing could overcome the pUpie
lar cry, "Remember the ralne.* Overvhelmed by such Prosoura,
the President sent a militant message Lo Congressy on Appll

the most "decrepit and powerless imperial natica in all
Burope."

Within two weeks Commodore Dewey had shatiered the
enemy's Tleet in Mandla Bay and had rung the doom of the
Spanish deminion in the pacific. While attenplting to oscape
from Santlago, the Spanish ships in the Atlantiec alsoe m
destroyed. On Angust 12, 1898, porto Rico and an island in
the lLadrones were ceded to the United States, and the
Priiippines were to be held under fmerican authority pending
the final setilement. The French mediator reporied from the
white MNouse that the victorious power was "resolved to procure
all the profit possible from the advantages it had obtained Q“B

7 8
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Hark Twain wrote a greet deal on the Philippine siluse
tion, much of which remained umpublished. One ocutstanding
article, "A Defense of General Funston" was printed in the
Februeny 22, 1902, Horih Am

tion of the Philippines and the payment of twenty million
dollara to Spain, Twaln wrotet

We have bought gome islands from a party who
did not own them; with real smartness and a good
comnterfelt of distinterested friendliness we
coaxed a wesk confiding nation into a trap and
closed it upon themy we went back on an honored
guest of the Stars and Stripes when vwe had no
further use for him and chased him to the moun~
tainsy we are as indisputably in possession of
& wide~spreading archipelage as if it were our
property; we have pacified scme thousands of the
islanders and buried them; destroyed their flelds,
burned their villages, turned widows and orphans oube
of~doors;y furnished heartbreak by exile to some doze
ens of disegreeable patriots; subjugated: the ro-
maining ten million by Benevolent Assimilation, wvhich
is the plous nmew name of the muskety we have scgulired
property in three hundred concublnes and other slaves
of our business paritner, the Bultan of Sulu, and
hoisted our protecting {lag over that swege.

Ané so, by these providences of God-wthe phrase
iz the government's, not mine--we are a World Fovers
and are glad and proud, and have & back seat in the
familywess We must maintain our dignity for people are
looking. Ye are 2 World Poverjy we camot get out of
1t now, and ve must make the best of it. 9

The author had been criticized by many, beceuse he had
stated that the Philippine situation had polluted our flag
~«that the white stripes shoulé be hlack with a skull and
eross-bones to replace the stars. He further comsents on
the flag in an unpublished article:

prican Bevisy. After the annexa-

Works, XXXII, 1164.
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I am not Tinding fault with this use of our [lag,
for in order not to seem ecceniric I have swung around
nov and jJoined the nation in the convietion that nothe
ing can sully a flsg. I was not properly resved, and
had the iliusion that a flag was s thing which must be
sacredly guarded against shameful uses and unclesn
contacts, lest it suffer pollution; and so when it vas
sent out to the Philippines to float over g wanton war
and a robbing expedition I wapposed it was polluted,
and in an ignorant moment I sald so. DBut I stand coxw
rected, I concede and acknowledge that it was only the
overnment that gsent 1t on such an errand that was pole
uted. Let us compromise on that, I am glad to bhave
4t that way. For our flag could not well stand poliu=
tion, never having been used to 1ty Imt 1t is diffeyent
with the administiration. 10

The article on General Funston was caused by the pube
licity over the sapture of a native Filipino chief, Aguinaldo,
by a Brigedier~teneral in the United States army through &

rugse of disguise, treachery, and forgery. Funston was pro-
moted, lauded, and made the speaker in @ tour around the
country., Hark Twain begins his esgsay with pralse for George
Washington who laid the basis for our patriotism for ninety-
nine years. Twain states that doubt is arising in the mtion
a8 to whether we were unfaiyr to the Fillpinos., Twaln ex~
presses this hopes _
Some day we shall right such unfalrnesses as we

have donB..s«¥t shall let go our obsequious hold on

the prear skirts of the sceptered land-thieves of

Europe, and be what we were before, a . Yorld

Power, and the chiefest of them all, by right of the
only clean handg in Christendom, the only hands

10
Ibid., p. 1164,
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guiltless of the sordid plunder of any helpless

peoplets siolen liberiies, hands recleansed in

the patriotisn of Washington. 11

The exploits of Punston and his party are described in
detall, Twain rldiculss some of the customs of wary but he
claims that the general has violated one mle--betraying his
enemy after begging ithat enemy for food, recelving end sating
the food which 1s holy by the precept of all ages and ail
natlons. The satirist comments,

it was left to s Irigadier-General of Volunteers

in the ndited States Army to put shame upon a custonm

which even the Jdegraded ﬁgggiah {riars had respected,

We promoted him for it.
However, Tvaln sarcastically polnts out that Funston cannot
be blamed.

[is disposition / took as naturally to morel

slag as w“ashington's tock ito morsl gold, dut only

It wag to blame~enot Fungton. I1ts moral seugse--if

It had any~-wag color-blind, 13

This charscter in the person of Funston has come to
teach Ammricans what Patriotism jsl “Bome may not believe
1t, but it is nevertheless true, that there are nov publie-
school teachers snd superintendents who asre holding up
Punaten as a model hero and Patriot in the schoole," wrote
Hark ?waia*ih

11

S+ L. Clemensg, "A Defence of General Funston,™ Horth
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Ihe moralist deplores the imitators of Punston, vho

have tordured Pilipinos by the awful "water cure®™ and cofie

mitted other atrocitles which the war office hag been
hiding.

General Bmith's worldecelebrated order of wase
sacre waw: 'Kill and burng this i3 no time to take
prigsoners--the more you kill and burn the better,.
Ki1l all above the age of ten~-make Samar & howling
wildeprnessi?

Funston's example has advanced our eivilization
ggir &0 igr, fully as far ag Burope sévanced 1t Iin

N ‘

Twalin conciudes by saying that Aguinaldo iz nol rightfully
our prisoner and is entitled to his freedom. lie addss

If he were the king of a (reat Powery or an eXe
vregident of owr republie, instead of an ex-president
of a destroyed and abolished 11ttle vepublie, Civi~
lization {with & larpe C) would eriticize and complain
until be got 1%, 16

Yhe United States government took an active poart in the

invasion of China and the setilement that followed., The

Hoxer Fabelllion offered us an excellent opport

unity o bring

the United Statest ﬁﬁ? special policlies and c¢lalme to the ate

7
tentlon of the world. The government of the United Ztates

had been interested in the economic situstion in Chinajy and

the "Open Door” policy was our suggestion to the other world

powers after the Boxer Rebellion., Upon setilement of the

15 16
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claime levied on China by the other countries, the United
ftates fTound that her indenmnity wss far in excess of the
dangges incurred, so she returned the remsinder to China
in the form of & fund dedicated by secrct a&gstiaki&malgé
the sducation of Chinsse students 1n American Sﬁhﬁ@lﬁ*‘

secretary of ‘tate John Hay had commented, "We do not
vink that the public opinion of the United States would
justify this government in taking part in the great game

19
of spoilation now poling on,” Therefore, our poliey had
demonstrated to the other comiries that while 1t had
profited from Britlsh eggression and treaty-port rights,
 eesit would not approve any more selzures of

(hinese territory or any sore monopoliss within the

boundaries of the empire. Though devised with

realistic and practlcal ends in mind, the poliey of

the open door also had a lofty moral flavor, plogse

ing to (hinese, missionarles, anti-imperialists,

snd pacifistz. 20

This complete situation was recognizad by Hark Twain,
He had been a champlon of the Chinese since he had seen
them mistrested on the west coast in the 1860%s. In Novenw
ber, 1300, he made this point in an address to the Publie
Education Asscelations

¥hy should not China be {ree from the forelgners
who are only making trouble on her z0il? If they 3

only all go home, what a pleasant place China would be
for the Chinese! Ve do not allow Chinamen to come here,

13 19 20
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and I say in all sericusness that 1t would be a graces
ful thing to let China decide who shall go there.

Chine never wented forelgners any more than fore
¢igners wanted Chinanen, and on this guestion I an
with the Boxers every time, The Boxer is a vatrict,.
de loves his country better than he does the coune
tries of other people. T wish him success. The Boxer
believes in driving us out of his country. I an a
Boxery too, for I belleve in driving him out of our
gouniyye 2i

Again in December of the seme year Twain spoke on "China and
the Philippiness®
#ehold America, the refuge of the oppressed from
everywhere {who can pay £ifty dollars® adplssion)es
anyong except a Chinamaneegtanding vp for human rights
everyvhere, even helping China let people in free whon
she wsnts to colleet £ifty dollars ugon them. And how
unselfishly "npland has wrought for the open door for
alll Andé how piously Smerdica has wrought for thatl open
door in all cases vhere it wag not her owni 22
Certain misgicnary activities in Chins completely onbe
raged Hark Twaing who had never particoularly liked missiona-
ricgs anyway. An article, "o the verson Sitting in Dark- |
ness,” vublished in the 1901 Norih Amgrican doview wos his

sarcastic expogition of the indemnities collected for the

Boxeyr dameges, Beverend ¥r. Amsnt of the Ameriean Board of
Forelpgn Mlesions was supposed to have collseted #full payment
for all destroyed property belonging to Christians, and
national Tines amounbting to thisteen tipes the inﬁamnity»“aﬁ

2horks, JAVIIT, 212,
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The Catholics were reported to hsve denanded & Life for cach

Catholie killed, or head fop head, as Mark Twaln expressged

it.

Yol

tusl

Te pivesn all the fscts on the case quoted from the New
Suny then he asks,

Shall we go on conferring our clviiization upen
the peoples that sit in darkness, or shall we give
these poor things & rest? 2%

The satire in the followlng passsge is diting:

Extending the Blesalngs of Clvliirsation to oup
Brother who Sits in Davkness Bas beon a good irade
and hag paid well, on the whole; and there 15 money
in it yety 4P earefully worked--but not eancugh, in oy
judgment, to mske any considerable rigk a@%&&aﬁl&»

The People that Cit 4in Darkness are getiing to be too
gscarce~=toc scarce and too shy. Ard sveh darkoess as
is now left is really of but an ingifferent qualitiy,
and rot dark encugh for the game. The most of the
People that 81t in Darkness have heen furnished with
wore light than was pocd for them or profitable for
ne. We have besn injudicicus. 29

Ingide the package labeled Clvilizaticn 1z the ¥ic-

Thing that the Customer S1tting in.ﬁavﬁﬁﬁ@a buys with

hias blood and tears and land and liberty.” The rest of

the esszay brings definite charges agalinst the vordd povers

for their imperialistic acts of aggression. Tuwein continues:

We all know thet the Business 1s beling ruined.
The reascn is not far to seek. It iz beeause our
My, MeXinley, and Mr. Chamberlain, and the Kalger
aind the Tmar and the French have heen cxporting the

setual Thing wilh She outside gover lefl off. This

e 9 3 g}*

" Inide, p. 255. Thic., Dpe 255256,

26

) Ibige, p. 256,
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is bad for the Game, It showg thkat these nevw players
cf 1% are not sufficiently acguainted with it. 27

Chamberlain is satirized for his hypocrisy in the Doey
War. Toe Person 31tting in Darkness inguiress
Yihese hearryings and burnings and desert-makings
in the Transvaale-is thiz an immvrovemont on owr darie
neas? Is it possible that there are two kinds of
Civilization--one for home consumption, and one for the
heathen market?* 28
Twain thinks the Ksiser's high~handed methods in China
caused the Horer Nebellion, Speaking of the unreasonable
indennitics charged the Chinese, the Person in Darkness
reascnst
‘Civilization i3 gracious and bBesultiful for such
is its reputation. Aut can we afford 11? There are
rich Chinsmen., perbars they can afford ity Lot this
tax is not 1aid upon them, it 1z 1ald wron the peasanis
of Chantungs 1t iz they that pay this mighty sum, and
their wages are but four cents a day. Ts this a bebw
tor eivilization than ours, and holier and higher and
nohler? Is not this rapacity? Ig not thlz exior-
tton¥t 29

the imperialism of Russia was especially otmexious to
Mark Twain, for he foll that she had the moral assistance
of FPrance and Uermany when she robbed Japan of Port Arthur,
at the expenge of a great loss of Chinese bloocd. Hext,
Russia seized Manchuria, raided iis villages, and choked iis

piver with the ®swollen corpses of countless masascred PEaSe

ants.” [hocked, Mark Jwaln through the Person observes and
notess
27 26 &y
ibidey D 207 Ibide, p. 257 Ibidey pe 260,
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T¢ 18 yot anciber Olvilized ?ﬁ*erz with 3ts
pannor of the Prince of Peace in one hand and itas
loot backet and $%s buitcher ¥nifes in the other.

Ig there no salvation for us but to sdopt Civilizaw
tion and Lt curselves dovn to 1t3 level?' 30

Heltinley, ealled our Master of the Geme, d1d the same
tring in the “hilippines fthat Chanherlaln had done in South
ifrica.

The game was in our hands., If 4t had been played
gesording to the American “ul&&, Deway would have
ﬁﬁil@ﬁ away Trom Manila, as scon 3 he had desircyed
the Spanish fleatwwaftar ymtting up a sign on shoreg
gu&?&%ﬁe&iﬁﬁ forelon properiy and ¢ againat damage
by the Filipinos, and yvarring the Fovers that intere
ference with the 3m&m¢ip&taé matriots wounld he row
garded as an act unfrieondly to the United States...

Devey counld have pone about bis atf&ir& alggw
where, and left the competent Pilipino armmy to starve
out the 1ittle Svanish garrison and send 1t home, and
the #1lipino citizens to set ur the form of povernment
they wmight pr&f&r? and deal with the friars and thelir
donbtful scquisltions accerding to Filipino idess of
fairmass and 3uﬁtiﬁe~*iéﬁ&5 which hmve since been
tosted and found to be of as hirh an ovder as amy that
rrevail in Burope or America. 31

‘The treachery of the United States in the Philippines
caused Mark fwain to sugpest that the Person 81tZing 4in Tarke
ness will surely saryt

There ig gometiving eurious sbeut thise--gurious

and unaccountable. There pust be two imevigas: one

timt nets the caplive free, and one that takes a oncew

captive'ls new freedon avay frﬁm nim, and ploks & QuUST-
=gl with him with notidng to found it ony then kills

e to get his land, 32

There was another Internagtional lneldent wideh aroused

a great deal of reseniment throughémut the world. An American

3G 31 32
Ibdg ey PP.2061-262, I0id«y pe 2063, Ib3des 1. 26N,
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representative shared in the discussions of the Berlin
Congress which dealt with the economic affalrs of the Congo
Free State and the trading rights of other countries within
that territory in 186,37 President Cleveland advised the
Senate not %o ratify the Berlin agreements, and at the
gegond assembly on the subjeet Cleveland refused to do mope

than permit aimerican sgents to appear as observers, The
tenate mmlggmtifmé the comwentions respeciing slavery
and tariffs. The Congo was made the ward of Belgium, and
Leopold promptly seized the country for his personal ade
vantages.

Hark Twain vrote voluminously and ditterly on the subw
jeet of leopold?’s atrocitiesi his best known article was
"King Leopold?s Bollloguy " a withering satire giving the
refleetions of the flendi:h sovereign., ILeopold had slaughe
tered millions of African subjects in his greed--"gentle,

miess blacks-~men, women, and little children whom he
had butchered and mutilated in his Congo mmrwfm&%ﬁsg
Twain's article was so bitter and full of morbid details
that 1t was regarded as not sultable for magasineg publica-
tion. The author gave the material io the Congo Reform Age
sociation, who issued it as a pamphlet for distributlion.

33
Beard and Beard, 0D« Gliss Do 36k,

3 35
Ibide, P. 364. Works, XXXII, 1230.
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Paine states that Mark would have written "a hundred times
ag much if he could have saved that gg!mwy ravce and have
sent Leopold to the electric chair.®

From Mark Jwaln in Epuption 1s the followlng comment
on Leopold:

The royal palace of Belgium is still what 1% has
been for fourteen years, the den of a wild beast, King
Leopold 11, who for money's sake mutilates, murders,
and starves half a million of friendless and helpless
poor natives in the Congo State every year, and does
it br the silen® consent of ald the Chrly igm
except England, none of them 1lifting a hamd or & volee
to stop these atlrocities, although thirteen of them
are hg golemn treaty ;aiaém tc the protecting and
uplifting of those wretched natives. In fourteen
m@s Leopold has deliberstely destroyed more lives

han have suffered death on all the battlefields of
this planet for the past thousand years. In this
vast statement I am well within the mark, several
millions of ilves within the mark. It is curious

that the most advanced and most enlightened century
of all the eenturies the sun has locked upon should
have the ghastly dlstinetion of having produced this
woldy and plety- %wmrite, this blood monw
ster whose mate is not findable in human mato%w*
where, and whose porscnality will samﬁ shame hell
1tseld vhen he arrives there--which will be soon, let
us hope anéd trust. 37

Hany letters were written by Mark Twaln in beh

alf of
the plans and movementis for Congo reform until he had ex-
hausted his rage,. JFinally, he declared, "I have sald all I
ean gay on that terribls subjeet. I am heart and soul in

36
ipid., p. 1230,

ion, edited by B. De Yoto, p. 212.

37
Mazk Ivain in EXupt
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the movement that will rescue ghg Congo and hang Ieopold,
but I cannot welie any more,." His final paragravh on the
subject wag a proposed epitaph:

Hore under this gllded tomb lles yoiting the body
of one the smell of whose name will still offend the
nostrils of men aged upon ages after all the Cassars
and Washingtons and Rapoleons shall have ceased to be
praised or blamed and been forgottenw--Leopold of Belw
gium, 39
Az has been shown, most of Mark Twaln's utterances on

the subject of imperialism were written with a pen dipped

in venom, but be did make a few humorous comments on the
lighter aspects of govermmental polliey, For exanmple, he

sald that one characteristic of all governments everyvhere

in the world is that of stealing, The foregoing remark taken
to its logical conelusion appears to bear out the truths

All the territorial possessions of all the
political establighments in the ¢arthe--including
America, of course, consisis in gilfaramg from
other people's wash, No tribe, however inslge
mificant, and no nation, howscever mighty, oo~
cuples a foot of land that was not stelen. %0
Industrialism was in considerable degree responsible

for the tidal wave of imperialism that inmundated Burope and
spilled over on the United States. Industry demanded fresh
sources of raw materials and new markeis, and after 1850

Burcope embarked upon an imperialistic cowrse aimed primarily

8 39
YWorks, XXXII, 1231, Ibidey ps 1231

orks, ¥XI, 298,
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at exploiting the native populations, Formerly the British
had settled eolonies with whites, but now the backward peoples
were annmx@ﬁﬁki Mark Twain commentad, “There are many huwior=
ous things in the worldj among them the white mgg*aﬁmﬁiﬁn
that he iz less savage than the other savages.”

In speaking of the Tasmanian natlves, Mark sald,

, These were indeed wonderful people, the natives.
They ought not to have been wasted. They should have
heen crossed with the whites. It would have Lmproved
the whitca and done the natives no harm, 43

He goes on to explain the status of the natives:

But the natives were wasted, poor herolc wild
ereatures, They were gathered together inm 1ittle
setilements on neighboring lslandg, and paternally
eared for by the govermment, and instructed in ree
ligion, and deprived of tobacco because the super-
intendent of the Sunday School was not a swcker, and
0 considered smoking fmmoralesse

The vhites always mean well,..,but the kindestw
hearted white man can always be ﬁ&fﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ on te prove
hmsel? inadequate when he deals with savages.

Mark Twain explains that the white men vere not used %o
savages and did not understand tribval law, He lamenis:

, Extermination secmed to be the proper medlcine
for such creatures as this. They did not kill all
the blacks, but they promptly kllled enough of them
to make thely own persons safe. From the dawn of
civilization down to this day the white man has als
waye hsed that very precaution. b5

51

A, Sehlesinger, Paths %o ihe Presenf, p» 179
b2 | 43 |
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Var was B hateful, terrible thing %o Hark Twaling he
folt that wars were usually started for the purpose of naw-
tional greed or private gain. The foreign policy of

Theodore Recseveld was vigorously opposed by Twaln, and he

wrote in 1908

Iis Tmeellency leaves for Washington today, to
interest himself further in Ids scheme of provoling
a war with Japan with his batileships. UYany wise
poople contend that his idea, on the sontrary, is to
compel peace with Japan, bul I think he wants a war,
e was in a skirmich once at fan Juan Hill, and he pot
so much moonstine glory out of 1t that he has never been
able to stop talking sboul 1t 8inc@eees

T think the President is clearly insane in several
weys, and insanest upon war and its supreme pglories, 1
thiﬁﬁ he longs for a big war wherein he can gpectacularly
perforn as chlef peneral and chief admirel, and go dowm
in history as the only monarch af_mmﬁarm,timwa that has
served both offices at the same time., 46

The only time that bloodshed arnd warfare were Juastie

fiable wag when the oppressed had an opportunity to overe

throv a4 monarch and obtain freedom, Vvhen agked to comment

on the treaty at the end of the Russo~Japanese Var in which
Roosevelt had been & mediator, Mark Twain belittled the

agreement s

Russia was on the highroad to emancipation from
an insane and intclerable slavery, I was hoping there
would be no peace until Russian liberty was safe. I
think that this was a holy war, in the best and noblest
gense of that abused term, and that no war was ever
charged with a higher missions

L6

Mark Twaln ln Eruntionsy Pe a8,
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1 think there can be no doubt that that misgion
1s now defeated and Rusala'’s chain riveted; this time
to stay, I think the Tsar will now withdrav the
small husanities that have been forced from him, and
resume his medieval barbarisms with a relleved spirit
and an immeagurable 3ggﬁ I think Russian liberiy has
had 1ts last chanece and lost 1t., I think nothing has
been gained by the peace that is remptely comparable
to what has been sacrificed by 1t., One more hattle
would have abolished the walting cheing of billions
on billlons of unborn Pussiang, and I wish it could
have been fought, I hng@ I am misteken, yet in all
gsincerity I believe that this pesce is entitled to
rank 28 the most congpicuous diszoter in political

history, L7

In April, 1906, Mark Twain wrote an item entitled "The
American Centlemen.” 7Tn it he sarcastically colls Theodore
Hoosevelt the representative American pentleman of the days

He rvepregents what the American gentleman ought
not to be, and does 1t as clearly, intelligibly, and
exhaustively as he represents wha% the American gene
tleman 3. We are by long odds the most iIllemannered
mation, civilized or savage, that exlists on the planet
today, and our President standés for us llke 2 colossal
monument visible from all ende of the earth, He ia
fearfully hard and coarse vhere ancther pentleman
wonld exhibhit kindiiness and delicacy. Iately, vhen
that ereature of hlsg, that misplaced doctor, that
Governor of Cuba, that sleighteof~-hand majoregeneral
Iecnard Wood, penned up 600 helplesse savages in a h&ia
and %uﬁmh@feﬁ every one of themy allowing not oven a
woman or child to escape, President Rooseveli--reprew
santative Amerdean gentleman, Iirst American gentleman
~-piit the heart and soul of our whole nation of gentles
men into the scream of delizht which he cablad to Wood
gongratulating him on this Sbrilliant feat of arms,?
and preising him for thus *upholding the honor of %h@
ﬁﬂ}ﬂfi‘iwﬁ fiﬂgm ' ¢

About this time Merk Twaln was deseribed ag being so
*unhappy and discontented with cur government that he was not

Y7 yorks, KKTI, 1242-1243,
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semgetons of the least emotion of patriotiocm himaelf, He
was overvhelmed with shame and confualion and wighed he were
not an American.”

"The ‘ar Praver® comnletely explaing Merk Twain's
hatred for war. The sssay pletures the young recrults about
to march avay %o war, and at the finmal assenmbly in the chureh
the minister gives a leng prayer for vietory for the nation's
armies. 4ds the prayer closes, a white-robed stranger enters,
moves up the ailsle, tskoes the minister's place and Interprets
the real meaning of the yray@raga Fxeerpts from this awinl
prayer follows

0 Lord our God, help us %o tear thelr soldiers
to bloody shreds wifh our shellsy help us to cover
thelr smiling fields with the pale forms of thelr
patriot deads help us to drown the thunder of the
gung with the shrieks of thelr wounded, writhing in
paing heln us te lay wsste their humble homes with

2 hurricane of fire; help ns to wring the hearts of
their wnoffending widows with unavalling griefy. ...
for our sakes who adore Thee, Lord, blast thely
hopes, blight their llves, @%ﬁ%r&&% thelyr hitier
pilgrimage, make heavy their steps, water thelr

way with tﬁ@i? tears, stain the white snow with the
Blood of their wounded feeltl We agk 1%, in the snirdg
of love, of Him Who 4s the Source of Love, and Who 1s
the eversfatthful refugze and Ifriend of all.that are
sore heset and seek Fis aid with humble and contrite
hearts, Amon. 51

b9 .
¥. wWagenknesht, Mark Twain, Ihe Man and His Youk, pe. 256,
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CHAPTER VIX
CORCLUSION

Samuel Langhorne Clemens was printer, pilot, miner,
reporter, lecturer, author, publisher, and capltalist. Hlg
life was crowded Tull of adventure, travel, tragedy, and
death. He had grown up on the froniley in the period precede
ing the Clvil War, From ks father and bls brother Orion,
who were both public officlals, Merk Twaln early learned a
gense of politleal satives he found that honesty In polities
i3 seldom rewarded, Twaln's productive years were those of
the latter half of the ninefeenth century, and he was, In
many vrespects, & nroduct of nls tlme and place. Although
few men have beoen move Tamous than he, fow heve been nmore
unhapyys He knew how tadlaugh uproardiously, but there vas
tragedy in hig 1aughtef.l

For many years Mark Twaln concerned himself earnestly
with the huwman race and wrote hopefunlly for its betterment,
He hms been called a born reformer. He wazs a ¢hlld 62 an
age of faith, having grown up on the frontier, and he could
not breathe ®the thin air of the modern gelf-styled intaiw
1@@%&@1.‘&Thiﬁ analysis of his dllemma is glven by Lucy E&aawau

1&&.;@ ».Em mas m B " E; Th{mw 3 m W :.—., ks L

%E. wagenknecht, Mark Iwaln the Man and His Wopk, pe 229,
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Mark Twain finds himself confronted by ¢ spectacle
of a world where the strong use their strengih in brutal
and wngerupulous Comination, where the shrowd.achleve
their purposes by con.emptible trickery, where the weak
struzele 4n valn.,..he 18 toc deeply invelved In the
hazards and triumphs of the Gilded Age to exiricate
kimgelf from it and launch such an ungualified invegw
tive as vwas poured forth a generatlon later by the mucke
rakers, He takes refuge In & g?ﬁl@ﬁﬁ%hy of fatalisn
which ¢ransfers the responsibility from the individual
to the univergal, 3
Mapl Twaln once gald that two things bred the deepest

pessinisn in himeepolitics and religion. By his own ad~
misgion, these are "the two things ;amich are the peculiar

b
domain of tho heart, not the mind," Twaln became more
serdicus as he grew older. He had always resented social
and politicael injustices. Having a sensitive nature, he
felt in boyhood a deep sympathy for the slaves in Hannibals
The West had a spirdt of dewocratic freedom that he liked,
but even there he saw the greed, cowardice, and inbumanity
of mankind, Yhile he was young, he could laugh at these
wrongs and even ridicounle them to the point of burlesque; but
in his older years hc became 80 angry that he weas often une
able to write satire., He salds

T wish I ecould give those sharp satires on
Furopean 1ife which you mentlon, but of eourse, a

man can't write successivl satire except he be in
a calm, judicial good humor,...In trath I don't

3
L. L, Hazard, The Fropntler
he 229-230. ‘
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ever geem to be in a good enough humor with anything

to satirize it. WMo % want to stand up before it and

curse it and foam ab the mouth, or take a elub and

pound it to rags and pulpPess’
Hark Twain'’es feelings were frequently so sirong that he
conld not detach himself sufficiently from his subject.
Critics have pointed out the extent to which personal ine
dignation mars artistic mastery ia his writing.

Twain always felt that one sacred duty of man was the
duty of rebellion against sham, unrighteous customs, and
laws of caste, He usually was able to see throvgh the
hypocrisies of his day, whether they involved kinge, smalle
time politiciang, or the President of the United States. He
belisved that holding public office often led 8 man to give
up his ideals and suceumb to the corruption of bribery, To
the end of his 1ife he contimnued to atiack those actions
- whieh seeomed wnfaiy, but he often withheld bhis outraged
thoughts from publication. With a family to support, Twain
zaid he was riot free to express himself publicly at all times,
Then, too, his wife and daughter Clara snd lifetime friend,
We D+ Howelly, often urged him to withhold hig most bitter
works from publication,

Mark Twain raged over such abuges as Congressional
stupidity, municipal graft, the inadequacy of the fury system,
the corruption of the judioiary, the brutality of a ecivil

5
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mob, the evils and horrors of war. In hisg politlcal doew
trines he satirized the despots of the earthy he proclalmed
the superiority of republics to monarchiesjy he expressed the
hope that through individual freedom and publie education the
human race might be advanced to & plane never yet reached,
He atateds
I have never tried in even one single instance

to help eultivate the eultivated claases. I was not

equipped for 1%, either by native gifts or traininfﬁ

And I never had ani ambition in that direciion, but

always hunted for

Yot, at last, bhe decided that the story of the generaw
tions 1s nc more than a “ﬁad?drift betwesn the eternities
without purpose or meaning." As he lowered his estinmate
of what mankind was capable ofy he graduslly discarded his
high expectations of a gloricus ending to the drama of

ipger game~-the masses, 6

human history. FHe locked into his own soul for the answer,
and he wrote this on September 4%, 1907

Ev@rg man 1s in his own person the Wholethuman
race, with not a detall lacking., I am the whole
human rece without a detall lacking, I have studied
the human rage with diligence and sirong interest all
these years in my own persony in myself I find in big
or 1little proportion every quality and every defuct
that is findable in the mass of the races.esl knew I
should not find a single og%g?nal thought in any
philosophy, and I knew I could not furnish one to the

)
Works, XXXV, 527,
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world myself, if I had five centuries to invent i1t in

veseThe human race is a race of gowards; and I am not

only merehing in that procession but carrying a bane

LN oY

Many things have been sald asbout Mark Twain's political
gatire., Fégar Lee Masters states that Mark Twailn had no
political principles and gites the following incidents to
prove 1t: 7Twaln Joined the Confederate army and desertedy
e allied himself with the post-~Civil War Republican Party
which "lent itself to every fraud and every ruin to the faly
ingtitution of the Republic;® he supporied Carfield, regard-
lese of the Credit Mobiller Scandal} he became a Mugwump
and supported Cleveland. In conclusion, Masters sayss

Mork Twain walked amid the idivey and stench of
the times making faces, whlle standing with the putyid
administration of Gran} and with the guestionable
election of Hayes. He walked amid 1t all making fun
and gathering in money for burlesqueing vermineeaten
mountebankes like the Duke and the King and letting the
big thieves, the real enemies of liberiy and bﬁauﬁgz

go scot fregss. Twaln was commlited to silence by bls

soclal ties and did or gaid nothing to antagonize the

buszes of the hour,

Van ¥Wyok Brooks writes that Mark Twsin suppressed his
veal beliefs, ecreating in himself a staste of exssperation
that was only partially relieved by privete axpreaslion,
often extremely profane, in conversation and lstters, and

aoncludes:

8
Mark Twain in Erupticn, edited by B, De Voto, Intro-
duction, p. xxiX, '
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He deals one blow after another sgainst the
terdencles of Ameriecan imperialism, against the
Balance of Power, against the grﬁag power syasten
saseAll thisg ﬁﬁ,§hﬁ privaey of hig correspondencel
I? gghii@; hﬁh@aulﬁﬁggt qnaa%%agktha\yﬁ *ﬁyﬁgiitﬁ
of hig age @ popular ery of his sgewe 'Nothing
succeads lika suscessi '....fov could the man who
invented in the market on tips from Henry fogers
arraign the capitalistic regime? 10
On the conirary, Bernard De Votoc belisves that ree

search can find few elements of the age that Mark Twain
418 not burlesque, satirize, or derdide. The whole obscene
spoctacle of government 18 passed in review~-the pr%aidanﬁ,
Congress, the corruption of the electorate, bhribery, angd
depravity, In the wide expanse of his books there are few
soedal nleoers that Mark Twain does ﬁﬁt praﬁa«ii
Chironology is perhaps the answer to Mark Pwain's pos
11tical satire, suggests Alexander Cowle, Nost of Twain'a
eanky books reflected his radical views chiefly in the mipe
ror of history, and the most violent ertticism did not ape
pear untll the latier part of his &1f§§ gome of the mosk
cogent satire appearing posthumously, It 13 possible that
Mark Twain's vholesale oynicism about politics may have had
its origin in his porsonal expectation of too much of mortal

10
Vs W, Brooks, fhe Ordeal of Mark Iwaln, pp. 175+176.

11
GHSRLLS . D 26?*




123

manwwincluding himself, He was alwmost fantastically ideale
istic in expecting men and nations to exhibit the noble ate
titude, He was aggrieved to seo that men are not alw&y§3
altyuistio, that goverrnments engage in gordid dealings,
Floyd Stovall rates Twaln as the preatest Ameriesn
writer of hds generation, but bellieves that he was not
great encugh to understand himself or his country. He was
one of the few literary men who, like Vhitman, saw and
eriticized the shallowness, effpontery, and corruption gﬁ
Amepican public and private 1ife during the Gilded ige,
In his younger days he had faith and hope in the natural
man, such as Huck Pinn was, but as he grew old, he accepted
selentific facts and threv that hope away.
This is Parvington's comment on Mark ‘fwain as a produet
of his time and places
What an ending for & ohlld of the Gilded Agel In
his youth a amﬁfia»a frontiersman, with vast potential
wealth within him, he hewed and hacked at his genius,
werking the easiest veins, exploiting the most accesw.
sible resources, wasting much %o cash in on a little,
And when in the end the fool's gold turned to asghes
in his mouth, as & frontiersman stlll he pursued his
way alone, a s0liltary ploneer exploring the universe,
geeking a homestead in an ironical amamgzé untll overs

whelnmed hy the intolerable solitude he ¢ mock at all
the gods, What a commentary on the Gilded Agel 15
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I do not agree with these who are inelined to be too
eriticsl of Mark fwain. He wag neither a scholar nor &
political sclentist, but he was & true humanitarian., He
becane terribly dlsillusioned because the demoeratic ideals
414 not work out in actual practiece. Rumerous quotatlone
have been given to show that he d1d express himself on
publie dssuen, He was wellwinformed on current affalrs,
and he publiely attacked many evils of his time which dew
served satire. On the Cemstock, he lashed out at the evils
of the frontier; and the sordid deslings in Washingion
were completely expused in The Gilded Ares Two of his heste
known books, Huckleberry Fign andij £ Ligut Yapkes are
serious dndictments apainst slavery, monarchy, and other

social wrongs of his day., Mark Twain championed the rights
of the Negroes and other oppressed races and urged equality
of the ﬁﬁﬁﬁgi/h

He owed slleglance %o no political party after 1884,
but based his personal cholce upon the infegrity of the man
who was running for office. Iwaln gonsidered the welfare
of the nation of first importance; he bellieved that each
citizen had a dual responsibility to his consclence and %o
his country. He hated blind alleglance either to party op
to country., He believed that every indlvidual must exerw
cise independence of thought if we are to have a J@nooracy.
sbove all, he hated imperialism, greed, and war, those awful

exanples of men's inhumanity o mans
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A difference can he seen between the suggestion of
pollitical satire In Jhe lnoogenis Abroegd and the ideas euw
pregsed by the author in "The Cgar's Soliloguy." Farlier

Mark Twaln sesumed to hlame the massea of the people for
thelr Pilth, dirt, and oppresszion. ifgjgij;,;gvﬁ@g;u Yankes
he told them to arise, tooverthrow king and church., In his
later years he grasped the relationship of cause and elfeet
and placed the blame upon the monarchs, There was a definite
growthi both in his sympathy for the weak and oppressed and
in his bhuwrning hatred for thelr ﬁ@spﬂﬁﬁlﬂi

Some oritics bave felt that Twain's satire was weakened

by personsl indignation and emotional instability--that he

was unable to mester the materials of his satire. In my
oplndon, however, Mark Twaln ls a more effective puii%i@al
satirist than his crities have generally considered him, 7
While hisg writings lack objectivity and restraint, they, ;y’L
nevertheless, have vitality, strength, and penetration. The
feeling of moral indignation is siroag In Mark Twain, as it

is in Mollere and Bwift, This quallty more than any other
gives to his political sative its lasting szfmc:mwmsm/j
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