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CHAPTER 1 . \ 

XHTRODUCTZGIf ; 

la order to understand the effect that monasteries have 

had on the industrial arts program of today, it Is necessary 

to knew the attitude toward manual labor Iikt&m and after the 

existence of the monasteries# Labor through the ©entwtti . 

has always .had many different position*-in< the social ;order» 

la'early Otfcto# it was forbidden for citizens to be laborers 

because of the 'hardships inflicted upon their bodies by'thfep 

isahual toils# Xh the Christian era, handicrafts vert deslg^ 

aated as an art" worthy to be practiced* f|i the monasteries • 

trades and handicrafts were taught to both monks and 'lay* 

people alike* Mrectly.'following .thir'practice. in th«s#; 

monasteries handicraftsmen were accepted aire' and more' until 

today they --ip regarded as any other citizen by moat peoplef 
' V * » ' t , 

yet there is 'still doubt la souse Hinds as ;'io:;l,iije:ther laborer# 

should be classified on the sane level as the other citizens* 

Monasteries have contributed much to the breaking down 

of the old saying that labor is "banausic*tt They helped to 

introduce industrial arts into t&e educational prograa by 

teaching it in their schools'. Haines summed up the indebted* 

ness of the world to sonasticism when he wrote* : 
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Much night be said against monastic! sia, for it 
drew fro® the world the best Iwmn talent. warred 
against the dignity of family and the position of 
wonen, and when wealth came, idleness and profligacy 
followed, let the world is deeply indebted to moirns* 
ticlsa. The monks were the elviliters of the Middle 
Ages. the unifying agency which ha Id together the di-
verging raiiks ©f human society* In particular, the 
monks actually preserved, during the darkness and 
night of those aarly centuries, all of Christianity. •» 
civilisation, and learning that survived in the vest. 

Statement of th® Problem 

The problem here attacked in this thesis Is the prejudice 

or fallacy which la present in the mind# ©f son® people today 

that the industrial arts are "banausic11 in naturet and that 

they tend to degrade the body and minds of those who work in 

then. 

It will be the object of this paper to show that Indus* 

trial arts is a subject which brings out the thoughts) feel* 

ings, and creative instincts of man by the use of his hands* 

If the Christian idea is the correct one, there is ample proof 

that work such as that done in industrial arts is in the right 

direction* The old statement of "idle hands are the devil Is 

workshop1* seems to be true, particularly since inventions ©f 

machines have mad® mm leisure tine for everyone in general, 

fhere Must be something added to our educational program to 

supply man1# need for activity. Soa© educators believe that 

1 
&• R* Haines and C. D. Murphy, iittggO, AB& JfSSta 

tiflJK, PP. lMf-15B. 



industrial arts dees t̂ist thai, It presides a student a 

workable kaewledge ©f teela and Materials» s@ that when tow • 

leaves sch@®l and secures a Mm he can set up a werkshep f#r 

hliaself t© take care @f the leisure time whieh he way have# 

It als© provides a chance for him t® shew his prefects and 

thereby acquire satisfactory rec©gniti©n fr©m M s family and 

friends* 

This preiran @f industrial art® may he an answer t@ the 

v©cati©nal guidance program, er, In ether werds i®ay be pre* 

vecatienal and may fee the mans @f starting a pupil in his 

life's verk. 

Maitatiens ef Study 

this study will be limited t® the monasteries ©f the Eur©* 

pean Middle Ages and their contributions te the advancement 

•f the industrial arts pregram as it is teday* Hie backgreund 

and Mstery ©f the monasteries and the Industrial activities 

and type wf teaching carried @n within them will he discussed. 

The general purposes ©f the thesis are t® shew the indebted-

ness ©f the industrial arts te the monasteries and t@ suggest 

certain areas fer further study* 

iemrees ®f Bata 

fh© data used in this study were obtained frea b@@ks 

dealing with the histery ®f the a©nasteries, fr®» histories 

ef the Middle Ages, frea histerles ®f Bdncatien, frem recent 

magazine articles, and fr©« encyclopedias. 



Method of Procedure 

Books and articles relating to the history ®f monas-

teries were studied fro® the point of tien of determining 

the amount and kind of industrial arts carried en and taught 

in the monasteries. She information which was thus obtained 

was organized according to the plea indicated belew. An 

effort v u thus made to collect and synthesize the Materials 

relating to the contributions of the monasteries ©f the 

European Middle Ages to industrial arts# 

Organization of the Study 

This study is divided into six chapters, as fellows* 

Introduction, Background and Early History of Monasteries, 

Industrial Activities in the Monasteries, The Type of teach*, 

ing Carried on Within the Monasteries, Decline of the Monas-

teries, Stannary and Becoasaondatlons* In the Introduction 

the following items are taken into considerations state-

sent of the problem, limitations of study, sources of data, 

method pt procedure, organisation of study, definition if 

terms, and related studies* the second chapter deals, with 

the background and early history of the monasteries, includ-

ing the attitude of the early Greeks and Christians toward 

work#, fhe third chapter deals with the industrial activities 

in the monasteries# The fourth chapter is concerned with 

the type of teaching that is carried on within the monas-

teries which Includes teaching of the soaks and the teaching 



of the'lay people* Chapter five takes tip the decline of the 

monasteries! the causes of de dine from '.<1 thin and, alsot th© 

eauaes of decline from without the monasteries. Chapter six 

is the suaraary and recommendations• The bibliography follows* 

Definition of Terms 

The term "Industrial arts* is defined by John F# Fries# 

to be as follows 

. . . a widely varied group of creative real-life ex-
periences associated with trades, industries and handi-
crafts, presented so as to develop manipulative skills, 
knowledge and appreciations representative of an inter-
preting modern American industrial life including work-
ers and problems. 2 

This definition of industrial arts will be accepted in this 

thesis. 

The term "Middle Ages* is the mm applied to the spaa 

of tine between the fifth and the early sixteenth centuries. 

It is also referred to as the period of the Dark Ages, Both 

of these tews will be used in this study. 

The term "monasticlsm" has been defined by the Catholic 

ftyqyelottpdla to be as follows! 

. • . the mode of life pertaining to persons living in. 
seclusion from the world, under religious voews and sub-
ject to a fixed rule| as monks, friars, nuns, or in gen-
eral as religious# 3 

2 
John F» Frlese, "Functional Industrial Arts in Modern 

Education," Btacftloji. OTX (April, 19^9), *+69» 

3The Catholic Bnoyelwdia. Vol. X, p. b$% 



The above meaning will be used throughout this paper when 

to monastlcisnu 

The meaning of the terra "monastery1* according to the 

Catholic Encyclopedia is as followsi 

. # , the generic name of the residence of any body of 
men Cor even, though more rarelys of women) bound toy 
monastic vows, In Its strict application It is con-
fined to the houses of the monks properly so called, 
but Is frequently used by th» establishments of the 
se ail leant and more modern orders. ̂  

this study will be concerned with monasteries in the strict 

application described above. 

The term "monk* as defined la the SatMlis. %cyf2lQ^dl,^ 

has the following meaning* 

, , , a member of a community of men, leading a more or 
Isss contemplative life apart from the world, under the 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, according to 
a rule characteristic of the particular order to which 
he belongs. 5 

•Related Studies 

Many of the available studies on the monasteries consist 

primarily of the different branches of the Mendicant order# 

in later years# While these studies contain certain informs* 

tion concerning monasteries and the training carried on withla 

the®, they are not directly related to this study. 

There are also studies concerning the different missions 

which have been established in this country, which have a 

if 5 
%,bid*« p» iM4.»t P* 



direct bearin? on the monasteries, but because of the emphasis 

placed on monasteries of the Middle Ages in this thesis, thes« 

would not have a direct relationship to this study. 



CHAPTER II 

BACKGROUND AND EARLY HISTORY OF MONASTERIES 

The Greek Attitude Toward Industrial Arts 

During the Homeric Age In Greece the handicraftsmen were 

considered with respect, but directly after this age they were 

called or designated as "banausic*n meaning merely mechanical* 

Artisans and handicraftsmen in general were looked down upon 

with contempt by the citizens# A man owning slaves was still 

respected so long as he did not participate in the labor him-

self# This term ̂ banausic11 was used to refer only to those 

with hocrafy hands who had to work in workshops to make their 

living# This "banausic" term was applied to those who used 

the hammer in blacksmith's shops or who worked with cloth la 

the fuller*s shops, even artists whose work depended upon 

handicrafts were classed along with the shoemakers, bakers, 
1 

and .smiths# 

The attitude of Socrates toward the "banausic* laborers 

is expressed in the following paragraphi 
The so-called banausic arts have a bad name, and 

quite reasonably they are in ill repute in the city 
states# For they ruin the bodies of those who oversee 
them# They compel men to remain seated and to work In 
Hooray places, and even to spend entire days before a 

Alpheus Charles Bennett, fftltel S& H m m l M i I S M f S x M 
MSfiittoii m M M2&» P. 15. 

8 



fire • While their bodies are being enerfated, their 
souls, too, are becoming such enfeebled. More es-
pecially. also, the banaustic arts offer men no lei-
sure to devote to their frlendds or to the state, so 
that sueh win become base in relation to their friends 
and are poor defenders of their fatherland, and in 
some of the cities, ©specially in those which are con- ,, 
sldered to be strong in war, no citizen is permitted 
to work at any banausic craft# 2 

This' attitude of the Greeks toward industrial arts was also 

manifested in their schools• Greek scholars were not taught . 

handicrafts of any kind until around 300 B.« C,, and then only 
3 

drawing was added to the schedule* 

Aristotle points out that those who are citizens should 

not do servile labor* He statesi • 
One form of authority is that of .a masterf by this 

we mean the exercise of authority in regard to the neces-
sary work of the house, which it is not necessary for the 
master to know how to execute, but rather how to utilize) 
the other capacity, I mean the ability actually to serve 
in these menial tasks, is Indeed a slave's quality* Bat 
we distinguish several kinds of slaves, as their employ-
ments are several* On® department belongs to the handi-
craftsmen, who as their name implies•are the persons that 
live by t|»lr hands, a class that Includes the mechanic 
artisan* fence in some states manual labourers were not 
admitted to office in old times, before the development 
of extreme democracy. The tasks of those who are under 
this form of authority are severe, therefore it is not 
• proper for the good man or the man fit for citizenship 
or the good citizen to learn* except for his own private 
us© occasionally (for them It ceases to be a. case of the 
one party being master and the other slave)A 

2 
Ibid, 

3 
Ibid., p. 16. 

b 
Benjamin Jowett, felt1fto.lt P» *08, 
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Aristotle says that a person bom into the laboring class 

hat llttlo chase® of becoming a citizen, unless through hit 

efforts la M s labor he becomes rich* 

He saysi 

Since there are many forms of government there must 
be many varieties of citizens, and especially of citizens 
who are subjectsj so that under some governments the 
mechanic and the labourer will be citizens, but not In 
others, as, for example, in aristocracy or the so-called 
government of the best (if there be such an on©), in 
which honors are given according to virtue and merit; for 
no man can practice virtue who is living the life of a 
mechanic or labourer* In oligarchies the qualification 
for office is high, and therefore no labourer can ever 
be a citizen; but a mechanic may, for ®my of them are 
rich* 5 

Aristotle believes the laborers should be classified as 

common and should provide accommodations for their own families 

as well as for the cltieens, for as he says, "Ho citizen should 

want for lack of subsistence.* Artisans, according to Aris-

totle, had no virtue and could not, therefore, become citizens. 

Artisans and laborers are slaves to the community and cannot 

practice the pursuits in which goodness is exercised because 

of living a life of manual toil or that of a hired laborer. 

Those arts requiring the least hand labor, according to Aris-

totle, are the more excellent, those which deprave the body or 

those for which physical strength alone la needed, are the 

meanest, and handicrafts which require the least skill are the 

most unnanly« These Ideas stated above were accepted and 

Ibid., pp. 110-111. 
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followed fey the Greeks for sometime until after 300 B, C*f 

when labor became more highly specialized* Then a system 

was set tip similar to that of the factory of today in which 
6 

labor has become accepted as an honorable trade* 

The Christian Attitude Toward Work 

With the beginning of the Christian era, handicraftsmen 

again gained respect, and a trade became more honorable* With 

the example of Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth, and his dis-

ciples the practices of' handicrafts were again pursued with 

groat enthusiasm. The law of the land at that tin© was, so far 

as the Jews were concerned, the Holy Scriptures, although they 

still had to comply with the ôraan law# The Bible contains 

verses which deal with work, such as the following* 

Genesis 2)2, 3117-19, 5*29 

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had 
made; and he rested on the seventh day fro® all his 
work which he had made* 
And unto Mm h® said, Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, fund has eaten of the tree, of 
which I commanded thee, saying, "Thorn shalt not eat of 
its cursed Is the ground for thy saket in sorrow thou 
shalt eat of it all the days of thy life* 
Thorns also thistles shall it bring forth to thee$ and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field? 
In the seat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground} for out of it thou wast taken) 
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return# 
Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the Garden of 
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken* 
And he called his name Noah, saying. This same shall com-
fort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because 
of the ground which the Lord hath cursed* 

Bennett, ££* clt.t p* 16* 
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Deuteronomy 5*13 

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work| 

I Chronicles I6s3f 

So he left there before the ark of the covenant of th# 
Lord, Asaph and his brethren, to minister before the ark 
continually, as every day's work required, 

II Chronicles 31*21, 3^*12 

tod in every work that he began in the service of the 
house of God. and in the law, and in the commandments, 
to'see his God, he did with all his heart, and prospered* 
And the sen did the work faithfullyi and the overseers 
of the® were Jabeth and Obadiah the Levitea, of the sons 
of Meshulam, of the sons of the Kohathites. to set It 
forward t and other of the Levttes, all thai could skill 
of the instruments of musick* 

Sera 5*8, 6i? 

Be it known unto the King, that we went into the pro-
vince of Judea, to the house of the great God, which is 
builded with great stones, and timbers laid in the walls, 
and the work goeth fast on, and prospsreth in their hands# 
lit the work of this house of God alone $ let the governor 
of the Jews and elders of the Jews build this house of 
God in his place« 

Nehemiah *+»6 

So built we the walls and all the wall was Joined together 
unto the half thereofI for the people had a mind to work* 

Job lslO, 3*ftll 

Hast not thou made an hedge about M i , and about M s house, 
and about all that he hath on every side? Thou ^ s blessed 
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in 

'Qtfl j| 
For the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause 
every man to find according to his ways* 

Psalms 90*17| 

And let the beauty of the Lord God be upon us j and estab-
lish thou the work of our hands upon us j yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it* 
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men s hands* 
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Proverbs llilU, l*tt23 

Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he thai 
gathereth toy labour shall increase* 
la all labour there Is profit5 but the talk of lips 
tendeth only to penury* 

Eccleaiastes 617 

All the labour of man is for his mouth. and yet the appe-
tite Is not filled. 

iaggal 2tb 

y«t now he strong, 0 Jerubbabel, saith the Lords and he 
strong, 0 Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest5 and 
be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, 
and work: for I as with you, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

Matthew 9*37, 20il, 21*29 

Then saith He unto his disciples, the harvest is plen-
teous, but the labourers are few. 
For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers into M s vineyard* 
But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he 
came to the first, and said, Son, go work in my vineyard 
today. 

II Thessslonians 31IO 

• For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, 
that if any would not work, neither should he eat, 

II Timothy btlb 

, Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord 
reward him according to his works• 

The Christian religion began to spread beyond the con-

fines of the shores of the Mediterranean radiating outward un-

til it spread down into Italy, Egypt—in Worth Africa, Spain, 

England, Ireland, France, Germany, etc. It also spread East-

ward into Persia, China, India, and other countries. These 

two divisions of the Church are known as the Western Church 
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and the Eastern Church# There is a vast difference between 

the last and West as far as their ideals on labor are con* 

cerned. In the study of the Eastern and Western division us-

ing Greece and Borne as the center of the Sast and West res-

pectively^ the Eastern Church along with the attitude of the 

Sreeks towards labor were solely dependent upon "handouts* 

from its people* The priests were supplied their livelihood 

by the citizens and those who had enough to give* The priests* 

sole occupation was to eat, sleep, and study; thus, the lack 

of work and recreation caused them to grow fat and laxy, la 

the Western Church where the attitude of the Romans toward 

labor was accepted, priests workedj tilling the soilj sewing, 

cooking, gardening, raising orchards, and doing other such 

things* Thus, the Western Church was not quite so dependent 

upon its people as was the Eastern Church# 

The monasteries operated according to much the sane plan 

as did the Eastern and Western Churches. The Eastern monas-

teries like the Eastern Churches depended almost, if not 

solely, upon the surrounding villages and towns for sub-

sistence • (in the Western monasteries the priests, monks, and 

lay-brethren learned crafts, copying of manuscripts and books, 

woodworking, metalworking, cookery, and perforoed other dom-

estic and scholarly functions^ They were almost entirely in-

dependent from the rest of the world. In fact, sorae of the 

Western monasteries were to have within their walls, a garden, 

a mill, a bakery, and various workshops, so that no necessity 
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of life would cause a aorik to leave the walls of the monastery 

and go out Into the world* W» 0. Ault auasned up the difference 

between these two divisions of the church and monastic! sia in 

the following wayi 

*From the first, Western monastic!s® differed from 
Eastern, reflecting the fundamental difference in atti-
tude of aind between the East and West. While eastern 
nonks remained contemplative and inactive, full of idle 
day-dreaming or periods of wild excess, western monas-
ticism was active, efficient, and sane. Western monas-
ticisa, in fact, was one of the »ost important civiliz-
ing agencies of the Middle Ages J 7 

The Beginning of Monastic!ss 

Monasticisa developed in a time of moral decay when the 

desire of some within the church was for a deeper religious 

life. By the third century Roman society had become corrupt* 

M l hope of self-governMent had gone, class was against eliais, 

and privileged orders lived in luxury, while the rank and fll© 

were poor and oppressed# Religious enthusiasm likewise de-

clined , Christianity was no longer confined to small social 

groups meeting secretly, but was represented in all walks of 

society. It had become thoroughly secularised, and even tim 

clergy had in many instances yielded to worldliness and vice# 

Under these circumstances there were Christians who felt that 

the only hope for salvation rested in fleeing from the world 

and its temptations and taking refuge in an isolated life of 

7 
• w. o, Ault, M IM.&.U Mm* PP» 113-115. 
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holy devotion, \ These Christians found this refuge in the vast-

ness and solitude of the desertThe first settlement of 

Christians, who were given the name of aonks, was established 
9\ 

at Thebials, i&- ̂Bgypt. J The condition here was favorable for 

aonaftlelsaf its climate ant! land were perfect for this type 

of religion, and it was common ground between the East and 

Vest. There were plenty of caves and caverns in the sides of 

hills into which the monks could retire in seclusion, as well 

as plenty of food available, such as millet and dates. The 

climate mad® it possible for the aonk to wear very few clothes 

and the vastness -and soli tut® made it an ideal place for nedi* 
10 

tation and prayer* • According to some sources St# Pachoaius 

was the first leader of the monks* He was the first to impose 

a rule upon them, thus, organizing them into a community.^ The 
monks who adopted this new kind of life were called ceno-

Nil 
bites#} 

Ever present in the minds of the Egyptian monks was the 

belief that subjection of the flesh would constitute retribu-

tion for their misdeeds. Such subjection could be achieved by 

hard labor; thus they united an active, labor-filled life with 

8Prank Fierrepont Graves, 4 A s M X J Sfc M M M M m * P» 22. 

"Paul Lacroix, Military asitataHffi M £ * A3 M & S & M M 
Ages, pp. 299-338. 

10James Thompson, M Econoade j M S M S l gfcj.fr.ftCT: Si £ * 
Middle Ages, p. 139. 

iaHenri Pirenne, 1 Hlsiazz St S.TOM» PP* 60-61. 
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one of study or contemplation. In the great frescoes of th« 

Campo-Canto at Pis®, some of the fathers of Christian art— 

Oreagna, Laurati, Benosco Gossoli—have preserved ©li canvass 

the life of these monks who lived in the desert. It seems 

they wore coarse black or brown dresses with a cowl soasetiaes 

over their heads, and a mantle of goatskin upon their should 

der s• Their oceupations consisted of digging up the soil, 

cutting down trees, fishing in the Nile, milking feoata, gath-

ering dates which served them as food, and plaiting the mats 

on which they were to die—la fact, of being seIf-supporting 

in every way* There were others who were strictly absorbed 

only in reading the Holy Scriptures. Thus a Saint has said, 

»The cells united in the desert were like a hive of bees. 

There each had in his hands the wax of labour, and in his 

mouth the honey of psalms and prayer." The days were divided 

between working in the fields and doing the various trades, 

especially the weaving of mats which are still being woven 

and used in the Southern countries today. There were also 

among these Boriks weavers, carpenters, curriers, t&iloi*s} axiA 

fullers. All the rules of the patriarchs of the desert made 

labor obligatory, and the example of the holy lives gave au-

thority to the rule* \ Ho exception to the contrary can be 
--n12 

quoted, or has been discovered •) 

12 
Count B© Montalembert, Jfca Ifel&fi SH Jfeils PP* 

183-18*K 
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Some of the monks s h&ttheraseIves up in a den where they 

could neither stand upright nor 11® down} others would H e 

motionless on a plank, top of a column, or on a. pinnacle, dajf 

and night refusing meat, drink, and sleep, or only talking 

enough to keep them alive. They were pitiless toward them* 

.selves and prayed for those who -were sick, consoled the sorrow-

ful* and took interest in all suffering# Their unstinting d#* 

votion attracted the interest of mny people, who started 

imitating then. In a few years the deserts were full of 

people who gave themselves up entirely to prayer and manual 

labor. St. Anthony was the first of these leaders to found 

Monasteries at other places. St. Anthanaiu®, a pupil of St. 

Anthony, carried on his master*s work by means of writings and 

discourses. At the same period St, Pachomius, who had founded 

in the Thebals the monastery of Tabennae, compiled the first 

complete regulations or rules that have been handed down for 

the use of the cenobites, in which manual labor as well as 

prayer was set forth for the monks to accomplish. About this 

same time St* Eusebius, Bishop of Vercelli, was the first West* 

ern prelate who associated monastic and clerical life. U s 

clergy's occupations were fasting, praying, reading, and labor* 

Monks were not allowed to eat meat ©r drink win«| there-

fore, they lived only on bread and fruits, and were allowed 

to eat vegetables only on the Sabbath. They had to prepare 

their own food and make their own clothing. In the country 



If 

districts the Monasteries owned large farms on which they 

raised ifeeat, rye, oats, hay, vegetables, and fruits, with 

which they mad® win®, beer, cider, and hydromel (a liquor 

consisting of honey diluted in.water, which after fermenta» 

tioa, they called mead)# These fields were tilled by labor-

ers in bands of tens and sometimes hundreds, who sang hymns 

and said prayers while they labored * 

In these monasteries were generally schools In which the 

monks taught the lay brethren and other monks. There were 

large workshops in which were taught all branches of trade 

such as—earring in wood, ivory, bronze, silver, and gold) 

painting on vellum, glass, and wood and metal) weaving tapes* 

try| embroidering church ornaments and vestments; weaving 

damask workj and enamelling shrines, tabernacles, dlptychs 

(a picture or series of pictures, as an altar piece, painted 

on two hinged tablets), and triptjPchs (a picture or carving 

in three compartments side by side, especially for an altar), 

church furniture, and book covers $ the cutting of precious 

stones to prepare them for setting} the making of arms and in-

struments of music; the illuminating and copying of manuscripts, 

and other arts and crafts, ®se whole life of a monk was passed 

in performing a trade or art of some kind, or perhaps even in 

doing a single piece of work which required "miraculous* pa-

tience. 

As the communities became more permanently settled in 

towns; they began to build dormitories, cells, workshops, 
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granaries, or sheds for their provisional and they built 

handsome churches with cloisters and vast chapter-rooms« Each 

community had within, its cum walls a library, a study, lecture 

rooms, schools, a cemetery, and some shady walks for meditation 

as well as a fruit and kitchen garden, the cultivation of which 

was considered by the monks to be a healthy form of recreation* 

Lacroix describes this community as being a: *holy city in the 

heart of the secular town, a retreat for the peaceful, the 

devout, and the abstinent, ajenidst the troubles and vanities of 

the world*11 

Monasteries soon extended to Palestine, Syria, Meso-

potamia, MXa Minor, and even beyond the limitas of the Roman 

Empire* (st* Jerome just before the Middle Ages wrote, "We 

daily receive troops of monks from India, Persia, and Ethiopia#* 

The first monastery in the West was established by St» 

Benedict in the sixth century, on Monte Cassion, near Naples. 

The importance of Benedict*s achievement was that he withdrew 

the aonk fro® secular life, and bound him to M s vocation by 
Xk 

the three vows of obedience, poverty, and chastity. St. Bene-

dict was an Italian of a noble family and was born in Suchiaco, 

forty miles south of Rome. A small group of monks gathered 

around him, attracted by his reputation. He formed the monks 

13 
Lacroix, £&. clt.t pp. 299»33°. 

11+ 
Pirene, ££• cit.« pp. 60-61. 
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Into small colonies, and after they became larger, he went to 

Monte Cassino, inJgjJSJUD* Her© he founded the famous monas-

tery, which made Mm very well known» At Monte Cassino St# 

Benedict worked out his famous rule which Is believed to have 

been composed, of borrowing* from the better part's of St# -Basil1# 

rule# St« Benedict*s rule was accepted and used in nearly all 
15 

the monasteries thereafter# 

After St, Benedict founded the monastery Monte <CasMlm$ 

many m w monasteries were built, and the old ones remained# , 

At the time of the Reformation* England had: more than six htin** 

dred, with More than on© hundred hospitals and about an «*jt»l 

number of important monastic schools* rln, Prance at the Revo-

lution, two hundred and fifty years later, there were one • •• 

thousand, abbey# of which one fourth were for woman* Spain had 
/" % ' L 

a comparable, number/ Such abbeys were numerous in ltaly.f 
in the nineteenth century, mora than two thousand monasteries 

\16 
were suppressed#\ • • 

Monasteries also ppread eastward under the leadership' of 
17 

St» Basil, who had studied in Egypt, Syria, and Palestine* 

He-also bad traveled through lower and tipper Egypt and Meso-

potamia, conversing with authorities and visiting Tabenna. In 

• • 15 ' " • ' 
Ault, op* clt», pp§ 116-117• 

16 
H. G. Good, j|. History of Western Education, p* 68. 

17 
Graves, g£» dt., p. 6# 
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358, a sister of Basil the GJr«at founded a community of nuns 

near the Tillage of Anesi la Pontus on lands belonging to the 

family# Soon afterwards St. Basil, who by this time had finished 

his education and travels, established a colony of monks in 

Capadoria. Other colonies were founded in Syria, Palestine, 

and Greece* The rules that he drew up for these institutions 

became the bssis of the Basilian Rule, which governed Gre«$ 

monasticism throughout the Middle Ages and still prevails in 

the Greek Church. 

%ail condemned complete isolation and substituted•ceno-

bitic for solitary lifef he suppressed seIf*flogging and de~ 

grading torment of the fleshj he declared that the body was 

to be disciplined, not abused$ he replaced mortification with 

useful employments designed not only to make the Monasteries 

self-supporting, but to make tfeem able to help the poor and 

afflicted* Exaggerated and exhausting modes of life, accord-
. T<* 

lag to St. Basil, made man incapable of service* Contempla-

tive life was promoted, but active, physically vigorous life 

wa® enjoined, though not so much as it was in the Western 

movement# Labor was not to be neglected under pretext of de-

votion, Monastic industry was to be practical, as farming 

and gardening, weaving, leather-working, stone-cutting, and 

building. The possession of property was forbidden the monk. 

Only his clothing and shoes were his own. His vestments ought 

to indicate simplicity, humility, and poverty; his food was to 

be nourishing, but not rich. Silence was strictly enjoined 
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except during open hours* Jest or offensive language was for-

bidden, tent light laughter was the sign of a serene and happy 

18 
heart• 

Monastlclsm was affected by many faults of the times, and 

was one of the greatest causes of Its decline. The vow of per-

sonal poverty of the monks was in large measure of no sig-

nlf Icance because of the wealth which they caaie to possess® 

as communities or orders. With their riches came the usual 

attendant evils—idleness, luxury in buildings and in living, 

and an evasion of the severe discipline of aonsstie rules• A 

still ®ore outstanding source of evil was the conspicuous dis-

regard by many monks of their vow of chastity. At certain 

times and in certain monasteries the condition of things with-

in the cloister was so shameful that every stream of influence 

emanating from It was corrupt and contaminating. 

These evils, in spite of the ever-renewed efforts for 

reform made within the ranks of the monks themselves, became 

more and more conspicuous and seemingly incurable as the years 

passed, and finally, in connection with other eauses, brought 

the entire monastic system into such low repute in the Minds 

of the people, that in many countries of Europe it became 

possible for the enemies of the monks to drive them fro® their 

10 
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cloisters and to confiscate to secular uses the vast wealth 

with which their houses had been furnished during the cen-

turies of their services in the cause of piety, morality, and 

19 
social order. 

19 
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INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES IN THE MONASTERIES 

4s already stated in the second chapter of this paper 

monasteries originally sprang up in Egypt and spread both 

eastward and westward. Thsre were many fathers or leaders 

of these monks, the moot prominent being St. Benedict. Bene-

dict imposed a rule on these monks which served as a guide 

for their daily activities. He would not have his monies 

limit thenselves to spiritual labor, to the action of the 

soul upon itselff he made external labor, manual or literary, 

a strict obligation of his rule * Doubtless the primitive 

ceneobites had preached and practiced the necessity of labor, 

but none had yet ordained ahd regulated it vith so much 

severity &nd concern* 

In order to do away with indolence, which Benedict called 

the enemy of the soul, he regulated minutely the employment 

of every hour of the day according to the seasons, and ordained 

that, after having celebrated the praise of God seven times 

a day, seven hours a day should be given to manual labor, and 

two hours to reading, Ke imposed severe corrections on the 

brothers who lost in sleep and talking the hours intended for 

reading. He said, "If the poverty of the place compels then 

to gather their harvest themselves, let that grieve them not, 

25 



for they will be truly monies If they live by the labor of 

their hands? like our fathers and the apostles* Let all be 

done with moderation because of the weak.11 Those who are 

skilled in the practice of an art or trade, could only exer-

cise it by the permission of the abbot, in all humility; and 

If any one prided himself on his talent, or the profit vhich 

resulted from it to the house, he was to have his occupation 

changed until he had humbled himself. 

Those vho were charged with selling the product of the 

work of these select laborers, could take nothing from the 

price to the detriment of the monastery, nor especially could 

they raise It too high; they were to sell it at less cost than 

the secular workmen, GO as to give the greater glory to God, 

Labor was thus regulated in the monastery as in an industrial 

penitentiary, and the sons of the Boraan patricians or the bar-

barian nobles found themselves subjected, in crossing its 

threshhold, to a severe equality, which bound even the laborer 

vho was more skillful than ordinary monks, and reduced hl» to 
1 

the humble level of an ordinary workman# 

A general picture of a rich monastery bright resemble this 

description. The colony consists of a great group of buildingsf 

the center being the church. On one side of the eastern end 

is the scriptorium, or writing room, with the library over it* 

Beside the church on the south side are the covered courts o f 

1 
Montelembert, clt.« pp. 131-132• 
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the cloister, where the monks can take exercise shut off 

from the world. Connected with the cloister on the east side 

and attached to the church is the common sitting-room of the -

monks with the dormitory over it. The dining-room and kitchen 

are attached to the south side of the cloister. To the east 

of the church is another convent building. It contains the 

cloister, chapel, dining-room, dormitory, and school-room for 

the novices, called oblati. To the north of the church la the 

school for the e::terol, or externs, pupils who do not Intend 

to devote themselves to the monastic life. There are rooms 

also for strange monks and other visitors, an infirmary, a 

dwelling-place for the abbot, and one for the head-master of 

the outer school, ^o the south of all are workshops for shoe* 

makers, saddlers, cutlers, tanners, smiths, and other artisans# 

There are separate quarters for servants. There are also a 

granary, threshing-floor, mill, ox-shed, sheepfolds, stables, 

a piggery, duck-houses, and a poultry-yard. To the east of 

this group is a large ltitchen-garden. Besides the gsrden an 
2 

extensive farm belongs to the establishment* 

The daily order in a monastery was thust after having 

been present at the service of the prime (the first of the 

day-time canonical offices, or hours), the monks reassembled 

In the chapter house. The friar assigned each Individual the 

2 
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amount end kind of labor which he wes to accomplish during the 

day, and a few short prayers asking for a blessing upon their 

work were then offered. The tools were then brought out and 

distributed, and the monks took up their allotted tasks in the 

3 

fields• The chief working hours consisted of a period of 

recreation and outdoor exercise which vera between twelve 

o'clock and five o*clock in the sumrcer. It vas during these 

hours that the business and work of the house wsai carried on# 

^he officials attended to their offices? the writers copied 

their books and did their illuminating in the cloisters or 

scriptorium? the juniors and novices studied with their 

masters| those who had work in the kitchen, bakehouse, cellart 

did their assigned tasks. Y/hile the morning was devoted mainly 

to prayer and the church services, the afternoon was fully oc-

cupied in many and various labors and in the general adminis-

tration of the monasteries. 

The working in gardens, fields, or workshops of the 

monasteries always occupied at least a part of the working 

hours of every monastery, and quite frequently a large part* 

This manual labor was considered by the monks as necessary 

for health and exercise, and it was insisted upon in all 

monastic rules, not so much because the labor itself vas a 

3 
James W, Thompson. An Economic and Social History of 
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means to avoid Idleness, but because it would strengthen the 

souls and bodies of the monks by regular exercise* Even the 

saints themselves took part in these labors, according to Mon~ 
5 

teleabert. Some of the occupations which the saints and monks 

engaged in were the clearing of forests, draining of swamps,' 

tilling of the soil and cultivating their crops, looking after 

their flocks and herds, and they were considered the best 

farmers of the Middle Ages; yet, as the monks preserved ancient 

methods of farming their shops preserved the industries of an-

cient civilization to a greater degree than did those of the 

manors of the lay nobles# Sometimes sen skilled in painting 

pictures or carving statues of the Middle Ages came from the 

monasteries as a result of this# In some monasteries there 

were very skilled craftsmen, such as the smiths, and the llkft. 

Charters and regulations of monasteries mention spinning,' shoe* 

making, weaving, carpentry, ironwork, rope work, saddlery, and 

even goldsmith work and gXassmaklng* Of all of these artisans 

the commonest as well as oldest were the metal workers or smiths* 

*$» 

Abbot Gasquet, PMiAfll MM$ PP» 1**7-1W. 

5 
Montelembert, gg, clt., p» 319. 
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Monasteries produced many articles, such as chalices, crosses, 

? 

candelabra, and relic chests, for the use of the church. 

In Egyptian monasteries there were many handicrafts and -

skills practiced, some of these are farming, forestry, fuller-

ing, cookery, blacksmithing, basket weaving, net weaving, 

sandal asking, and scribing * In the early days of the Eg yp** 

tian monasteries art was not considered suited for the monk's 

surroundings at all* The first father or leader, St# Pachoaius, 

built an oratory in his monastery that was very beautiful, but 

because he thought that its beauty would compel men to admire 

it, he had it destroyed. But in later years such prejudices 

were overcome, and some of the most stately and superbly built 
churches to be found in the world were built by the Egyptian 

8 

monks# A good example of the richness of the Egyptian monas-

teries is a description left by Palladius, a later leader of 

the monks, of the monastery at Mount intra. Here, 5>000 monks 

dwelt beside hundreds of "lay brothers." The monastery pos-

sessed thousands of acres of the rich alluvial soil in Egypt. 

Grain, olives, dates, cattle, sheep, camels, horse®, and amies 
9 

were raised in enormous quantities. 

7W. R* Collins, 4 History gt Medieval 1» 
i s m » P. 2H-?» 

8 
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Moriasticism spread from Egypt Into Italy where it flour-

ished as much, if not aore , than in any other country. Here 

in Italy the monks spent their time in many of the different 

arts, the most prominent being the copying of Manuscripts and 

the illiimination of books, Many of the hooks of antiquity and 

the writings of later toman authors would h%m been lost had 

it not been, for the work of the monks who laboriously copied 

and tMm preserved these writings of a former age* In some 

of the monasteries the?# would be readers who read aloud while 

•any monks would copy* In this way there were many copies of 

the same book, the possibility of a singlp copy's being lost 

or destroyed by some means was eliminated* Much of this work 

was artistic also, as they illuminated the lettering with colors 

10 
and gold* Some of the great books which ar© an example of the 

monks* work are &£ gsti& or Jfca O m i ftMUalA Si ff.fttelltt 

and Lindlsfarne,s gospel book For God and St. Cuthbert. It 

probably took months for the monks to finish one page in some 

of these books because of their being so beautifully copied and 

11 
illuminated• 

In the redemption of the wilderness the monasteries were 

more influential than any other source in the Middle Age®, 

10 
H« Josephine Greenwood, Hag, jfeyjtftgp tel M m S M 
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Voluntarily seeking isolation, the monks penetrated into depths 

of the forests, which gradually were cleared' and converted in-

to tilled lands; .sought the fastness ©f the mountains and con-

12 

structed roads over passes| drained swampsj and built dikes* 

The monasteries of Italy also practiced ©any arts. Coulton 

sums up the architecture carried on in the Eels® monastery 

in the following wayf 
That the arts were cultivated within abbey walla, 

m may conclude without such extensile evidence# The" 
beautiful and somewhat singular areMlecture of ih# ' 1 

ruined church itself still gives proof ef taste and 
skill and seme science in the builders. The Kelso 
monastery bears marks of having been a full century 
in building; and during all that time at least, per-
haps for long afterwards, the carver of wood^ the 
sculptor in stone and marble* the tile-maker and the 
lead and iron worker, the painter, whether of sculp-
ture stories or of heraldic blagonings, the designer 
and the worker in stained glass—-raust each have been 
put in requisition, and each in the exercise of his 
art, contributed to raise the taste and cultivate the 
minds of the inmates of the cloister# 13 

The great monastery of Bobbio, the richest in North Italy 

because of the money given to it by both the Carolingian Kings 

in the eighth and ninth centuries, casts an Interesting light 

on the industrial activities carried on within its walls. 

The register of Wala, abbot of Bobbio, gives in detail in-

structions for the supervision and employment of many servile 

James W* Thompson, Economic s M iaslAl .ilgjgl SL 
12 
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craftsmen attached to the abbey, such as weavers, tailors, 

shoemakers, woodworkers, leather-workers, carders, etc», all 

of whom were differentiated by the technique of their craft 
1%" 

and dwelt in ^quarters" around the monastery wall. 

From Italy monasticism spread to France and Normandy. 

In a desert place, Vandregisil built the abbey of Fontenelle, 

which was destined to occupy, under its proper name of St, Van-

drill®| an important place in the history of France and Nor-

mandy* The holy queen Bathilde, her son King Clovis II, and 

many noble Neustrians, added rich donations to that of Erch-

inoald, while a number of others came to share ««nobitical lift 

under the authority of Vandregisil. He had to build four 

churches amid their cells to make room for their devotions• 

He was particularly strict in imposing upon them, along with 

the exercise of manual labor, the absolute renunciation of all 

individual property, which was a thing above all others that 

would clash with the trends of the sons of soldiers and rich 

men. Aided by their labors, he planted on a neighboring slope 

which was exposed to the sun the first vineyard which Kormandy 
15 

had known# 

Ik 
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Fhilibert imitated Yandregisil in working with M s monks 

at the clearing of the lands, which became fields and meadows 

of wonderful fertility# Like Foatenelle, the Juialeges monas-

tery was built upon the site of an ancient Gallo-Roman castle, 

which was replaced by what writers called "the noble castle 

of God." But situated upon the banks of the Seine, and on a 

peninsula formed by the winding of the river, the abbey of 

Fhilibert was more accessible by waters and;soon became a 

great center of commerce. British and Irish sailors brought 

materials for clothing and shoes to the Monks in exchange for 

their corn and cattle* The monks fished in the Seine Biver 

for a certain species of porpoise from which they extracted 

oil to lighten their vigils (a religious service on the eve 

of a feast)* They also built ships in which they sailed great 
16 

distances to redeem slaves and captives. 

Prom France and lormandy monastic!em spread to Gaul and 

Poland# In Gaul the monks were more noted for the clearing 

of forests and returning them to cultivation* The Gallic 

monks spent many hours of hard labor in the forestsf from 

which posterity and the neighboring people were to reap the 

benefit, The monks devoted their entire life to changing in-

to rich fields and pastures carefully sown and ploughed, a soil 

which was covered with trees and thickets# Frequently they 

16 
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replaced the forest with fruit trees. Others planted vine-

yards In favorable ground which m s exposed to plenty of 

sunshine. They also raised teas so as to produce honey for 

food and the wax for candles which they used for light• lo 

trade seemed too hard for themj carpentry and masonry mre 

practiced as such as wood-cutting and gardening. 

The surrounding neighborhood was much impressed by the 

examples set forth by the monks regarding labor and righteous* 

ness, and some started imitating thea in their work. Others, 

without Joining the monastic life, helped the monks to clear 

their lands and build their buildings. This is an explanation 

of the rapid increase of population around the monasteries and 

also explains the tremendous amount of work which the monks 

17 
could accomplish. 

Monastic!®® spread to Poland through Germany. The nooks 

brought over from Germany new methods of agriculture and horti-

culture , and by going out among the people *nd teaching thea 

improved ways of farming, they wrought an influence upon the 

economic and social conditions of the people. Artisans and 

craftsmen were also among these German monks who brought in* 
18 

dustrial activities into the new monasteries of that tint* 

1? 
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From Ireland monasticism spread on to England where It 

flourished. In Irish monasteries, obligation was placed . 

upon all members of the monastic community to engage in soa» 

kind of normal labor; labor reguiring special skill was as-

signed to monks who had a natural aptitude for such work. 

Some of the duties which these specialized monks perforned 

vera carpentry, smithing, and brazing. Although, these crafts* 

men practiced these arts each day, a certain amount of the day 
19 

was spent in ordinary manual labor# 

Art metal work in Ireland was practiced with a new zeal 

after its appearance in the monasteries, fhe pre-Christian 

craftsmen practiced their skill in Making swords., sword-hilts, 

chariots, brooches, bridles, ornamenting shields, etc. In ad-

dition to these articles the monastic craftsmen made crosses, 

crozier3, chalices, shrines to hold books or relics, as well 

as book satchels in which both metal and leather were used. 

Artistic skill in metal reached its highest degree of perfec-

tion in Ireland during the tenth and eleventh centuries and 

continued to flourish until the end of the twelfth century, 

but gradually declined after that date. 

The skill of the Irish in stone carving waa portrayed In 

the great stone crosses of which about fifty-five remain in 

different parts of Ireland. One peculiarity of the Irish 

19 
Hugh Graham, 3$#, latiZ IcUfe MSMSM* P* 



3? 

(or Celtic) cross Is the circular ring around the Inter* 

sections, which locks, the arias together* Of the fifty-five 

cresses thirty-five are richly ornamented, and eight have In-

scriptions hearing names of persons who have been identified 

as living at various dates from 90*+ to 1150 A#D. The crosses 

have a style of ornamentation similar to that of the manu-

scripts and of the metal work# In addition to the ornamenta-

tion, most of the crosses have a group of figures representing 

various events of sacred history by vivid illustration# 

The function of the scriptorium in the Irish monasteries 

was to supply textbooks for the school, service books for the 

church and monastic community, and works of a more general 

nature for the library. The scriptorium seemed much like a. 

school-room in some respects. The younger members of the 

monasteries sat there writing out and multiplying booksf • 

sometimes from dictation, and other times by copying• The 

scribes made all the writing materialsi tablets, vellum, ink, 

and pens. The schools prepared their own vellum or parchment 

from the skins of goats, sheep, and calves. This parchment 

was usually finely polished, but sometimes it was hard and 

not well cleaned. The ink was made of carbon, lampblack, or 

possibly of fish-bone black. Their pens came from quills of 
20 

geese, swans, crows, and other birds# Shortly after the 

20 
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Irish became skilled penmen they began to illuminate their 

books with 'brilliant colors which they learned to c ombine 

into elaborate designs. This art reached its most perfect 

stage of development at the close of the eighth or beginning 
21 

of the ninth century. 

Bees were introduced into Ireland by the monk Modonnoc. 

The honey which the bees produced was used for food as the • 

was was used for candles. In Ireland, as well as everywhere 

the monasteries brought with them not only faith, truth, and 

virtue, but at the same t ime , the essential benefits of cultir-
22 

vation, labor, and the arts• 

From Poland, monasticism spread westward to Ireland, and 

there in the vast tracts of waste land in Northumberland the 

monks reclaimed the land to cultivation. They raised' grain 

and grapes, and had large herds of cattle and sheep. The arts 

were els© cultivated here as intensively as they were in other 

monastic countries# The three main orders in England were th« 
23 

Cistercians, Benedictines, and the Cluniacs. In a letter 

from George Clifford to Cromwell during the suppression of the 

monasteries concerning the canons of Ulverscraft Priory states, 
21 
Ibid.t p. 158. 

22 
• , Montelembert, ££. elt.» p, 692. 

23 
UkUU* P. 309. 



39 

Gifford |&M, "There is not one religions person "there but 

can and doth us© either embroidering, writing books with fair 

hand, awkinjg their own garments, carving, painting, or en-

graving »* 

lot only were monasteries influential in preserving the 

education, Christianity, and industrial activities of the 

Middle Ages, but nunneries were also* In whatever country 

there were monasteries there were a few, if not many nunneries. 

The general occupations of the nuns, when they were not en-

gaged in religious work, consisted of art productions of 

every kind, weaving, embroidery, painting, and illuminating, 

as well as writing, which was considered as an art at that 

time* 

Some of the houses ruled by women became important cen-

ters of culture, where the Industrial arts were practiced, 

and where books were prised, stored, and reproduced• In some 

departments of art Industry, especially in weaving church 

hangings, embroidered altar cloths, and church vestments, nuns 

greatly distinguished themselves. In his work on church furni-

ture, Bock, according to Eckenstine, is an authority on the 

industry of nuns* He first praises their early advancement 

in the art of weaving, and then passes on to the art of 

Geoffrey Baskervllle, fefe, i M lUt 
Qt Monasteries, pp. M-3-M*. 
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embroidering# "This art also," he says, "was chiefly culti-

vated in religious houses by pious nuns up to the twelfth 

century." The instates of women1 s establishments were es- • 

pecially devoted to working decorations for the altar. Xheir 

peaceful seclusions were spent in prayer and in doing em-

broidery. It was in the nunnery that the art of design as 

well as the technique of weaving were brought to their highest 
25 

perfection# 

As shown in this chapter, monasteries in Egypt, Italy, 

France, Normandy, Gaul, Poland, Germany Ireland, and Eng-

land were all great preservers of the industrial arts, and 

by preserving these arts Jpmlpect the' social and economic status 

of the countries where they were found# Th#y also raised the 

social status of the individuals who cam® to these places of 

learning by teaching the® a life-trade. As Graves s&ya, 

"through the monasteries barbarians acquired industrial skill 
26 

and perceived the true dignity of labor** It will be the 

burden of the following chapter to show how these skills were 

taught. 

25 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE TYPE OF TEACHING CARRIED OH WITHIN 

TIE MOWASTEBIES 

All through the early Middle Ages the monasteries of-

fered the only raeans of an education, and the only type of 

a carter for which learning was needed* Parents who wanted 

their children to follow careers usually gave them to a 

Monastery, for which gifts or fixed forms of dedication were 

used, ' Besides agricultural duties, various' forms of manual 

labor, and acts of devotion, life in a monastery also called 

for some form of literary study. For most of the monks this 
1 

meant reading, but a few specialized and became oopyists. 

The monasteries adopted courses of study which, however 

incomplete, were efficiently carried out, and formed the basis 

of future courses* The influence of the monasteries, as 

centers of learning, for many centuries was of great value 
2 

to learning# 

The monk who was appointed to direct the school or 

schools was called the principal or head master. Most of 

the schools were very small, but when they became large, 

"Ssiwood P. Cubberly, Readings l a jfoft fflAtfiaa St MaSS" 
U M > PP« 75-83. 

2 | i®vi See ly , P. 102. 

bl 
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assistants were provided. The school of Coral, founded in 

®17, sometimes required the services of twenty or sore 

brethren# To prepare monks to take part in the services of 

the church, instruction in singing and chanting Mas given toy 

a canter who sometimes also had charge of the library and 

scriptorium* & watcher or "custos" was named to guard the 

pupils against the violation of rules, and frivolity, idle-

ness, and sin. If the pupils were few they were all taught 

togetherj otherwise, they were divided into separate groups 

and classes| but, in any ease, much of the instruction was 
3 

oral and had to be memorized. 

The Oblati, that is, those who wished to become monks, 

were received as early as the age of twelve, and occasion-

ally earlier into the monasteries* The final vow® could not 

be taken until the candidate was eighteen, so during this 

period the novices were taught to work and to read and write, 

given instruction in church music, and taught to calculate 
if 

the church festivals and to do simple reckoning. 

Monastic school discipline in the West was usually strict 

and somber# The boys did not always benefit from the relax-

ation of the Rule intended for their Elders. They were given 

3 
Good, ag. cit.t pp. 66-73. 

if 
Elwood P. Cubberly, 'M& MMXMS Si P* 
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very little opportunity for play; and when monastic re-

formers were in control, the rule of silence was enforced 

•upon small boys, even in the pauses between lessons* The 

rod, or more frequently, a bundle of switches, compulsory 

fasting, and confinement were the usual punishments* The 

way and spirit in which they were applied must have varied 

widely. Long school vacations seem not to have been consaoaf 

but there was a great number of feast and holy days, some-

what irregularly distributed throughout the year, in ad-

5 
dition to the Sabbath, 

Generally text-books were lacking. In such cases the 

teacher dictated the lessons, and the pupils took them down 

on wax tablets and committed them to memory. In advance work 

the lessons were often copied on parchment. There were two 

classes of pupilsj those who intended to devote themselves 

to the monastic life, oblati, and those who sought only an 

education, externi. The oblati were maintained free. The 

extern! received their tuition free, but paid for their 

maintenance. In cases of poverty the extern! were main-
6 

tained free only if the monasteries could afford it. 

The most important order, from the standpoint of educa-

tion, was that of the Benedictines. They established 

cloister schools in Italy, France, Spain, England, Ireland, 

^Good, 2fi. clt., pp. 66-73• 

6 
Kemp, cit.. pp. 101-121. 
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Germany, and Switzerland. They founded Mont® Cassino in 

Italy in 5295 Canterbury (586) and Oxford (ninth century) 

in England5 St. Gaul (613) in Switzerland? Fulda (?M*), 

Constance, Hamburg, and Cologne (tenth century) in Germanyj 

Lyons, Tours, Paris, and Rouen (tenth century) in Francej 

Salzbury (696) in Austria; and many other schools of lesser 

importance. 

A few of the many great teachers that they produced 

were Alcuin of England, Boniface of Germany, Thomas $quinas, 

Du$s Sectus, and Abelard. It thus appears that the Bene-

dictines took a deep interest in education, and their work 

deserves a most honorable place among the educational 

7 
agencies during the period of the Middle Ages. 

Benedict's object was the combination of religious con-

templation with labor, as has already been mentioned in a 

preceding chapter$ labor in agriculture and other employ-

ments adapted to the secluded life of the monks; labor in 

transcribing and multiplying manuscripts and in the study 

of the scriptures; labor also, in the instruction of the 

young, which is dealt with chiefly in this chapter. This 

instruction was primarily intended for those who expected 

to devote themselves to the church, but was also extended 
8 

to those who were primarily interested in an education. 

^Se«ly, ££. cit.. p. 120. 

8 
Samuel G. Williams, History sL Medieval 

P. 56. 
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One of the distinctive achievements of monasticism 

was the primitive and fundamental art of agriculture. St* 

Benedict, in M s rule, sought to give dignity to labor, 

just as did the so-called manual-labor-school movement in 

the schools of the United States in the second quarter of 

the nineteenth century# The Benedictine monks were required 

to till the soil and to preach and applaud the dignity of 

manual laborf and their monasteries beef®© centers of in-

fluence, through their object lessons in farming, In trades, 

9 
and in other forms of organized work. They were taught 

the art of agriculture, the use of arts and crafts, th« 

management land, and ways to drain swamps, clear and till 
10 

the soil into splendid estates, 

Cassiodorus, who prepared for use in the monasteries 

and Monastic schools material on the seven liberal arts and 

founded a monastery in which he spent the last years of his 

life, urged upon the monks the importance of painstaking 

study. But he knew, as did St. Benedict and other monastic 

leaders, that all monks could not read, or profit by read-

ing, or take "literary training;" and he urged all such 

monks to engage in agriculture. Cassiodorus must Jiave been 

aware of the fact that people had, as they still have, 
9 
Edger W. Knight, Twenty Centuries s£ £&&£&£&* PP* 

102-103 . 

10 
Cranage, £U>. ci.t». p. 96. 
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Individual differences, and that all people could not 

profit by being forced to take the rtseven liberal arts and 

sciences," and that for such people •vocational agriculture, 

or industrial trainingf offered better opportunities than 
11 

the conventional literary education of the period• 

Monasteries were the only secure places to which 

scholars could retreat to study, meditate, and write. Hence 

the institutions served to preserve learning and, through 

their schools, to advance education. The requirements that 

the monks spend a part of their tin® in reading led to the 

search for and collection of manuscripts, and the copying 

of these documents. Therefore, the scriptorium, or writing-

room, was an important part of the school. Here the monks 

were taught to copy and illuminate books with brilliant 

and beautiful colors, and they at times even used gold in 
/ 

this work. At times though the copying was not always care* 

fully done, and naturally many errors crept into the copies; 

but poor copies were better than none in a period so lacking 

in literary material# The monasteries and the monks pre-

vented further loss of much Latin literature which, with-

out their services, probably never would have reached the 

modern world. So valuable were the books considered that 

iron chains were often used to fasten them to the racks in 

11 
Knight, cit.» pp. 102-103. 
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the libraries! and in the books were inscribed curse* against 
12 

book thieves. West givea an interesting description of th« 

scriptorium at Tours, where the learned English Monk, Alcuin, 

was Abbot from 796 to SOkf and which at that tine was the 

principal book-writing monastery in Franklin. Describing 

Alcuin's labors to secure books to other monasteries in 

Charlegagne * s Kingdom, he saysi 
We can almost reconstruct the scene# In the Intervals 
between the hours of prayer and the observance of the 
round of cloister life, came hours for the copying of 
books under the presiding genius of Alcuin. The young 
monks file into the scriptorium, and one of them is 
given the precious parchment volume containing a work 
of Bed® of Isidore or Augustine, or else son# portion 
of the Latin Scriptures, or even a heathen author* He 
reads slowly and clearly at a measured rate wMle all 
the others seated at their desks take down his words, 
and thus perhaps a score of copies are made at once* 
Alcuin*s observant eye watches each in turn, and his 
correcting hand points out the mistakes in orthography 
and punctuation. Under such guidance, and deeply im-
pressed by the fact that in the copying of a few books 
they were saving learning and knowledge from perish* 
ing, and thereby offering a service aost acceptable t© 
God, the copying in the scriptorium went on in sobriety 
froa day to day. 13 

Viventlole directed the first and the most celebrated 

school of Sequanle in Gaul. Study of the ancient orators was 

united to the work of transcribing manuscripts. These in-

tellectual labors did not interfere with the manual labor, 

and Viventiole sent to his friend a chair of boxwood made by 

12 
Knight, ££. cit., p. 10*+. 

13 
Cubberly, &£• cit.. p. 135* 
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his own hands, which marks the beginning of that valuable 

branch of industry, still existing in the cottages of Jaura, 

after the lapse of fourteen centuries. This education was 

given not only to these future monks, but to the youths 
Xl|* 

destined to return to the world# 

The Count de Montelerabert, in his Monks of the West, 

has noted that in the sixth and seventh centuries Ireland 

was regarded by all Christian Europe as the principal center 

of knowledge anS piety. In its many monasteries, a crowd of 

missionaries, doctors, and preachers were educated for the 

service of the church and the furthering of the faith. Cer-

tain arts--those of architecture, carving, metallurgy, as 

applied to the decoration of churches—were successfully 

taught, without speaking of music, which continued to 

flourish both among the learned and among the people. And 

in Ireland, more than anywhere else, each monastery was a 

school, and in each school was a workshop of transcription, 

from which day by day Issued new copies of the Holy Scrip-

tures and the St S&SL S&USk--copies of 

which were dispersed throughout all Europe and which are 

still to be found in continental libraries. 

Dr. W, Douglass Simpson says8 
The Northumbrian CJrarch, with its marvellous ar-

tistic achievement in sculpture and illuminated work, 

m-
Montelembort, op. clt*t p. 288. 
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as illustrated toy the Bewcastle and Buthwell Crosses 
and the Llndisfarne Gospels, and with it brilliant 
culture, of which Beds is the choicest flower, may 
Justly be accounted the brightest Jewel in Columbia'# 
crown# 15 

Most of the monks' time was spent in teaching the arts 

in cultural activities, and in the copying of manuscripts, 

although their conscious purpose was solely the promotion of 

true faith* Through pious works each hoped to attain salva-

and by spreading the knowledge of sacred books they 

hoped to convert the heathen. These monks, it would be re-

membered , commonly acted as priests among the people, and for 
16 

that reason education was especially demanded# , 

Education was not only carried on in monasteries, but 

in nunneries. The nun's instruction consisted of reading, 

writing, and copying Latin, as in the monasteries, as well 

as music, weaving, spinning, and needlework. Needlework, 

in addition to necessary sewing, was especially useful in 

the production of altar-cloths and sacred vestments. The 

copying and illuminating of manuscripts, the composing and 

playing of music, and embroidering aade a special appeal to 

women, and some of the most beautifully copied and illuminated 

manuscripts of the medieval period are products of their skill* 

15 
w. 0. Hanson, Mxll MPflfrgMf SffteiU S£ Xltfetolj 

PP. 3-35. 

16 
Carl Stephenson, Medieval History, p. 216. 
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Their contributions to music and art, as it influenced the 

life of the time, was also large. The convent schools 

reached, their highest peak of influence and prosperity about 

the middle of the thirteenth century, after which they be-. 

17 
gen to decline In importance* 

According to information already offered in this chapter, 

the monasteries taught the arts and crafts in their schools. 

As to the procedure or my in which they accomplished this 

there is little or nothing to be found. It is assumed that 

each individual pupil, interested in learning some craft, 

was assigned to a master craftsman. By doing the actual 

work itself, under the guidance of the craftsman, the monk 

became skilled in these various arts* fhls is similar to 

the in-service training In education today, and there is no 

doubt that it served the monk as well as it serves the stu-

dent of today, if the enduring beauty and influence of his 

product may be considered a measure of his accomplishment• 

Monasteries began to decline as Intellectual centers 

along the latter part of the Middle Ages. Some of the 

causes are theses secular scholarships had always been in-

cidental in their work; monks might teach secular subjects 

or teach outside a monastery only by a special dispensation^ 

their schools existed principally to train the religiousf 

17 
Cubberly, fifi, sll-t PP* 137-138. 
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the copying of books was simply a form of manual work? 

and the making of service books and the writing of chronicles 

of monasteries were the chief literary interests. Monas-

teries held the place of intellectual centers in the early-

Middle Ages simply because of the lack of other sources of 

literature and learning# When the courts of the princes, 

the palaces of great bankers, towns, and universities came 

to provide suitable learning to men of literary tastes, 

these were no longer attracted to monasteries exclusively. 

The Cistercian reforms of the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries, moreover, were not favorable to scholarship in 

the monasteries. The movement represented an attempt to re-

store the simplicity, devotion, and strictness of the Bene-

dictine rule. Such efforts of the monks as were not usea 

upon the services of the choir anc in private devotions were 

directed toward practical affairs—toward farming, the arts 

and crafts, stock-breeding, and commerce. Their abbeys, 

moreover, were located in the country. The monasteries con-

tinued to produce books, but in the later Middle Ages com-

mercial copyists assumed an importance which increased 

through the centuries 3 therefore the monks were no longer 
18 

the only producers of books. Thus mcnasticlsm declined 

and faded out of the picture of Europe, although there are 

18 
Frederick Eby and Charles P. Arrowwood, The History 

mL Philosophy at Education; Ancient jmfl, MyjjtevgJ., pp. 723-
725. 
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still some religious organizations which still cling to 

the practices end habits of the monasteries# Other prac* 

tiees of the monasteries met a similar fate and will be 

discussed in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER ¥ 

THE DECLINE OF THE MONASTERIES 

It 3eems that writers disagree as to exactly when monas-

teries began to decline. The process must h&v© teen a long 

instead of a short one. F, A. Ogg, in M s writings, claimed 

monasticism started declining in the eighth and ninth cen-
19 

tui-ies; whereas. Cranage believes that the period of de~ 
20 

cline came in the fourteenth century. Fro® this it nay be 

assumed that somewhere between the ninth and fourteenth cen-

turies there wis a marked decline in ©cnasticism. In this 

paper these centuries will be designated as the latter part 

of the Middle Age®. 

Many things contributed to this decline, things within 

the monasteries themselves, as well as outside forces# In 

the following paragraphs both of these destructive forces 

will be considered. 

It seems that those monks living in the country were 

well liked, but those living in the city were very frequently 

disliked, even though the town depended upon the monastery 

for its existence. This dislike of the townspeople for the 

19 
p* a. ogg, i S2MQ& Ss£k 9t Etiilml m s a m p» 2^5. 

20 
Cranage, ££. £*£., p. 93. 
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monks was provoked by tfre Monks because they did not grant 

charters to the townspeople to manage their own affairs. 

This failure of the monks to permit the people to govern. 

themselves naturally resulted in frequent quarrels which 
21 

destroyed many buildings and killed many peoples* For 

example at Bury, in 132?, there was a great; riot of the 

townspeople and the secular clergy, who broke into the 

church and the cloister and even abused the sick monks in 

the infirmary • At P-her bo m e about 1̂ +35 there was a bitter 

dispute, mainly because the monks insisted on the lay people 

bringing their children to the monastic church for baptism. 

In the riot which followed, a secular priest shot a flaming 

arrow into some scaffolding, causing a great fire, the marks 
22 

of which are still evident today. 

Apparently most of the distaste for monasteries, in 

general, came from the vice, corruption, and power that were 

continually being brought Inside the monastery walls. There 

is mudh evidence to show that contemptuous views towards 

monasteries existed in practically every country at that 

time. Erasmus in his letters said that, "The monk does not 

lead an honest and sober life, still less does he care for 

industry or learning; so ling as he Is the slave of a 

21 
Hannah, ££. cit., pp. 239-2W-5. 

22 
Cranage, op. elt., p. 93* 
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superior as worthless as himself, he Is within M s holy 
23 

obedience,w These superiors were elected by the monks 

under the dictation and influence of powerful nobles. The 

monks were exploited by the3© superiors mainly to satisfy 

their greed and ambition, and in consequence the life' and 

services of the monks were seriously damaged. Under the 

leadership of these superiors the monks became worldly5 

education was neglected; and religious services became 

2h 
empty formalities. 

Factors outside the monasteries which were instrumental 

in their decline were convenienced by a dread epidemic 

disease called the Black Death, which lasted from I3V8 until 

1357. History records that half the population of England 

died, and the monks also suffered because of it. For ex-

ample , at Westminster, the abbot and twenty-six monks died; 

and at Meaux thirty-two of the forty-two monks and all the 

"oblati* (young monks) and "extern!" (those who were in the 

monasteries only for an education), seven in number, died 

because of this disease* Shis disaster caused loss of 

wealth, left lands untilled and unlet, and worse still, mad* 

impossible keeping up the monastic services and fervour. 

Continuity was impossible, and the new monks, few in number, 
^Hannah, cit.. pp. 239-2*+!?. 

2*f 
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Z5 
did not practice the old traditions. Because of this 

weakened condition of the monasteries, a newer emphasis 

was placed on the secular branches of the church, which 

resulted in the rise of towns, cathedral leadership, the 
26 

mendicant orders, and the universities# 

The previous losses, the long-accumulated deficits on 

the balance sheet of knowledge, culture, and welfare were 

overcome between the eleventh century and the end of the 

Middle Ages, and there were positive gains enough to make the 

period from 1100 to 1500 one of Europe's great periods of 

progress, Ihe people of that age were not able to reach all 

their ideals, but their educational advances included an in-

crease in the number of schools and the wider extension of 

learning, especially in the cities? new and better books and 

methods; the beginning of instruction in their native lan-

guage , which led, in modern times, to the common school; 

and, the most important, the creation of Medieval universi-

ties* This new change in the latter part of the Middle Ages 

caused the monasteries to lose more and more the Importance 
27 

they enjoyed in the early and middle era of the Middle Ages* 

After the twelfth century, few, if any, monasteries were 

founded. Popular enthusiasm, as has already been stated, 
'^Crvrnge, ££, eit,, p. 93, 
26 
R. Freeman Butts, & Cultural History o£ Education. pA?. 

27, Good, <2£. cit., p. 80* 
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was transferred to the friars in the thirteenth century, 

and in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries to the col-

leges of the secular clergy. 

It the beginning of the sixteenth century, people began 

to discuss whether the monasteries were serving a sufficient 

purpose to be allowed to exist. In the early days Monas-

teries had served as missionary centers in the midst of pagan 

darkness, but that function had to a great extent passed away, 

at that time, anfi for long afterwards, boys had been taught 

by monks, either in the cloister itself or in schools specially 

founded, low many schools had been founded' under the control 

of secular priestst it had been found that even monastic 

schools could be kept without the monasteries* The copying 

of ancient manuscripts, which filled so large a part of the 

time of the monks in the early Middle Ages, was unnecessary 

after the invention of printing# The practicing of arts and 

crafts and the work of landowning and farming could obviously 

be entrusted to others, the hoapitum of the monasteries could 

be replaced by the inn, in the case of the well-to-do travel-

ler. It did seem to the people that monasteries had already 
28 

served their purpose. 

Yet this above is not all that contributed to the decline 

of the monasteries. In 1535, a royal commission in England 

28 
Cranage, p. 93. 
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According to the report of these inspectors, the small 

houses were full of vice and irregularity, but the monasteries 

vera still found to fe® serving their purpose at this time.*, 

King Henry VIII then sent out a decree—and the Parliament 

ratified it—that all the small religious houses should be 

suppressed. Later a sense of nationality arose among the 

English people, and they opposed their money going out of 

the country to foreigners. Since the monasteries were under 

the Catholic Church, of which the head ii at Home, they were 

sending money to Rome to support help support their superiors• 

At the same time there was a feud existing between the dif-

ferent monasteries and orders. These, in turn, helped the 

crown to seize its opponents, and confiscate their buildings 
09 

and lands. The Commissioners suggested, and the church 

pleaded in vain, that two or three of the monasteries, shouli 

be left in every shire for religious, educational, and char-

itable uses, but this plea was not heeded by King Henry. The 

magnificent churches were torn downj the libraries, of in-

estimable value, were destroyed! the alms which the monks 

gave to the poor, the hospital which they maintained for the 
10 

sick, the schools for the people—all were destroyed. Some 

of the larger monasteries escaped destruction but were 
2^Baskerville, &E. clt.. pp. 98-100. 

30 30 
Edward L. Cutts, Scenes & & j&t M I M M 

Ages, pp. 52-53* 
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converted Into schools such at Westminster, Chester, Bristol, 
31 

Gloucester, Peterborough, end Oxford# 

The upheaval of the French Revolution and the wars which 

followed it seeaed likely to give a death blow to western 

aonasticissi, and, in fact, monasteries by the hundreds were 

destroyed• Nothing is probably aore surprising than the sur-

vival of aonasticism up to the present date, Thsre are scute 

monasteries still present in Europe, Africa, Australia, and 
32 

even mm here in the United States# 

It seems that most of the monks here in the TJnited States 

are a branch of the old French Cistercian order. Monasteries 

have been esiatollshui in Albany County, 0reg©s§ Gethea-

aanl, Kentucky{ Mississippi| Georgia? Utah and other states, 

but the above are a few of the larger and aore important monas-

teries, These monasteries seem to follow the pattern set for 

them by the older onest that of spiritual as well as external 

labor. Proa all observation these monasteries appear to be 

prospering, and they have every indication of survifing this 

33 
modern age. 

31 
flaskerville, &£>• cit.. pp. 98-100. 

32 
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33 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUGARY At© RECOMMENDATIONS 

Monasteries have played an important role in til© develop-

ment of the industrial arts program of'today. To understand 

this, we must trace the history of handicrafts and arts from 

the time of Socrates and Aristotle to the present. During 

Socrates and Aristotle's time handicraftsmen were looked upon 

with disfavor. In fact, Socrates defined this type of work 

as being merely banausic (meaning merely mechanical). Aris-

totle believed that no laborer of any sort should be con-

sidered as a citizen of the state. Both of. these Oreek 

philosophers based their ideas on the hardships which were 

inflicted upon the bodies of these laborers by the work which 

they did. This concept coincides with the idea of that time 

that a well developed body was the most valuable thing a man 

could have. 

These ideas above were accepted until the beginning of 

the Christian era* In this era labor was considered as a 

worthy practice because 'of the example set forth by Jesus, 

the carpenter of Naaareth, and his disciples. 

In most monasteries the monks* existence depended upon 

labor and handicrafts. There were two divisions of monastioism 

60 
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as there were in the church. The Eastern monasteries de-

pended solely upon the surrounding villages for their sub-

sistence! whereas, the monks la the Western monasteries 

learned agriculture, crafts, woodworking, metalworking, 

cookery, etc,, and were solely dependent upon themselves# 

Western monasticism, as well as Eastern, had its start 

in Egypt, but spread rapidly to surrounding countries, and 

eventually covered most of the Western part of the conti-

nent of Europe, as well as the British Isles« 

The most noted leader of the Western monasteries was St. 

Benedict. Benedict combined spiritual life and a life of 

labor under the three vowsi obedience, poverty, and chastity. 

He imposed a rule upon the monks which was adopted and exer-

cised in Q03t of the monasteries of the West. 

The monks were not allowed to leave the confines of the 

monastery, unless permission was obtained from the abbot, 

and then could they leave only under the strictest conditions. 

The monastery generally had a scriptorium in which the monks 

were engaged in copying and Illuminating books with gold and 

other colors. There were a dining room and a kitchen in which 

the monks cooked their meals and ate. They had workshops for 

shoemakers, saddlers, cutlers, tanners, smiths, and other 

artisans. Usually there were granaries, a threshing-floor* 

mill, ox-shed, sheep folds,. stables, a piggery, duck-houses, 

and a poultry-yard. Each monastery had a farm attached to 
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it, where the Honks raised! their food which they were to 

eat. SOCK; of the activities carried on by the monks in the 

monasteries were copying and illuminating manuscripts, doing 

art metal work, bell founding, blacksmithing, silver and gold 

smithing, woodcarving, furniture making, architecture, em-

broidery, knitting, fine needle work, weaving both in cloth 

and straw, tailoring, leatherwork, saddlery, shoemaklng, 

ropemaking, glass illuminating, painting, farming, wine-mak-

ing, forestry, cookery, carpentry, masonry, etc# 

Not only were the above practiced by the monks, but they 

were also taught to the young monks and to those who came to 

the monasteries for an education. Nearly every monastery had 

a school, and here the externi (those who were to return to 

the world) and the oblati (young monks) were taught by one 

of the more learned monks. This was the beginning of our in-

dustrial arts program of today. From this time on we find 

that handicrafts and arts were taught in schools up to the 

present date. Thus it was the monks who introduced the in-

dustrial arts into the educational program. 

From the ninth century to the fourteenth century the _ 

monasteries began to decline in importance. This was due 

partly to the vice, corruption, and power that the monas-

teries had attained, and also to outside forces working 

against them. Disease, death, and the ignoring of monastic 

rules were important factors in the decline, but the begin-

ning of universities, the method of printing, and the 
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suppression of the monasteries caused them to become almost 

extinct at that time, Yet there are still some monasteries 

in Europe today, and there are even some her® la the United 

States. Prom all observations it seems that they are follow-

ing the pattern set by those monasteries of the Middle Ages# 

Some writers have summed up the world1s indebtedness 

to the monasteries, and a few of these summaries are worthy 

of mention. Montelerabert saysi 

We are doubtless obliged to acknowledge and admire 
th® cultivation of so aany forests and deserts, the 
transcription and preservation of so many literary and 
historical monument®, and that monastic erudition which 
we know nothing to replacej these are great services 
rendered to humanity, which ought, if humimity were 
just, to shelter the monks under a celestial shield. 

Among so many founders and legislators of the 
religious life, not one has dreamt of assigning the • 
cultivation of the soil, the copying of manuscripts, 
the progress of arts and letters, the preservation of 
historical monuments, as a special aim to his disciples. 
Xhese offices have been only accessory—th® consequence, 
often indirect and involuntary, of an Institution which 
had in view nothing but the education of the human soul, 
its conformity to the law of Christ, and the expiation 
of its native guilt by a life of sacrifice and .morti-
fication.l 

Graham acknowledges the world * s indebtedness to aonasticisa 

through its educational program* He says: 

If we form a correct idea of the position that 
monasticisra and its schools occupy in the history of 
western culture, we have but to contrast the actual 
state of contemporary learning in the rest of Western 
Europe with that available in these schools$ or to 
recall their large number and vide distribution, noting 

1 
Montelembert, cit., pp, 6-7* 
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the liberal nature of the course of studies pursued 
therein and the generosity with which that learning 
was extended te all irrespective of race or social 
position* In either ease we are driven to the con-
clusion that these schools were indeed'the greatest 
educational factor of early Medieval times, that they 
were. In reality, the universities of the West, the 
lights that illumined the (so-called) Dark Ages* 2 

Harnack riot only sums up the indebtedness of the world to 

monasticisis, tout also states what he believes to be the po-

tentialities of monasticism for the future. He sayst 

Even today, to certain hearts weary of the world, 
monasticism may Indeed bring peae®| but the view of 
history passes beyond monasticism to the message of 
Luther, that man begins the imitation of Christ when, 
in his calling and in his sphere of life, he aids in 
the works of God fs Kingdom by faith and ministering 
love. Even this ideal is not simply identical with 
the content of the Gospel messagei but it points out 
the lines along which the Christian must move, and se-
cures hi® against insincerity and self-deception. Like 
all ideals, it was set up when men were striving to es-
cape from an intolerable position; and, like them, it 
was soon falsified and tainted by the world. But if it 
alms to be no mere than the confession that no man at-
tains to the perfection of life which is set before us 
in the Gospel; and if it expresses the fact that in any 
condition the Christian may rely on the divine help and 
grace| then it will be the strength of the weak, and in 
the strife of creeds it say yet be a signal of peace. 3 

Harnack also comments on th® decline of monasticism. He 

statesi 

Monasticism in the East maintained its independence 
at the cost of stagnation; monasticism in the West re-
mained effectual at the cost of losing its essoatial 

2 
Graham, ££. clt.t p. 192. 

3 
Adolf Harnack, J M M s a M z l M Slg|g.gl 

&£. Si &JL pp. 115-116. 
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principle, la the East it was shattered because it 
thought it could despise moral effort for the 'benefit 
of the world and in .the West it succumbed, because It 
subjected itself to a church that devoted religion and 
morality to the service of politics. Butt in the East 
and West, it was the church herself that engendered 
monasticism and appointed its ideals; and thus in East 
and 'West alike, after long vacillation and sever© strug-
gles, monasticism came finally to be the protector of 
ecclesiastical tradition and the guardian of eccle-
siastical empiricismj and so its original aims were 
transformed into their opposite® • *+ 

Some individuals may not agree with Harnack in his 

ideas toward future monasticism, but they will have to agree 

that monasticism has definitely inserted the industrial arts 

into the educational program and fostered their growth there. 

fhe monasteries took handicrafts and arts which were looked 

upon with contempt and disgust only a few years before and 

raised them in the eyes of the people to a level that clas-

sified them as being worthy of practice as a business, as 

well as of being taught in the schools. Every student and 

teacher of industrial arts should know what he owes to the 

monasteries because of their Interest and work in the program 

of industrial arts. A knowledge of this should give the in-

dustrial arts teacher a better understanding of the history 

of his field and what he is teaching. It should develop in 

him a pride that he is teaching a subject that was taught as 

far back as **00 A. D*, and not a subject that has been de-

vised in recent years to take care of the ignorant and backward 

students who cannot achieve credit in other subjects. 

^Ibld.. pp. II1*-115. 
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Such knowledge should give the Industrial arts student 

a better understanding of the industrial arts program of 

today by comparison with what it was in ̂ 00 A. D. It should 

reveal to him that be is not in a subject which will be of 

no us® to-Mm in later life, but a subject that will help 

him to know what he is capable of doing with his hands and 

prepare him for a life occupation. It should give him a 

better knowledge of the development and growth of the great 

industries of this country and the countries of Europe today. 

Even though the student who takes industrial arts aay 

never practice it as a livelihood, it is possible that he 

will learn a hobby, or if not a hobby, ho will have a better 

appreciation of the time necessary to construction, the 

quality of material used in construction, and the practical 

use and worth of an object. To put the idea in simpler 

words, he will have more consumer's knowledge. 

It should remove any suspicion in any individual's mind 

that the industrial arts program is a Subject which has been 

constructed for those students who do not have enough knowl-

edge and capability to master the liberal arts# It should 

be proof enough that the industrial arts program is so de-

signed as to bring out a student's knowledge and capability 

through the use of his hands rather than the mastering of 

subject matter* Does it matter which of these routes is 

used so long as the end product is reachedlt 
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Further study of this subject *ould be directed 

toward techniques or methods used in teaching arts and 

handicrafts in the monasteries) a further and deeper study 

could he directed toward the architecture, or any of the 

various arts and crafts, carried on within the monasteries! 

and also, a study of the monasteries now present in the 

world today| in the United States, Europet and Asia, 

could be made* 
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