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PREFACE

One of the first axioms a student of govermment is
taught is that, in a democracy, an enlightened citizenry
is of first importance. As a teacher and a cltizen of
Arkansas, it is difficult to dlspute the facts that prove
that Arkansas practically lacks "en enlightened citigenry."
Prom personal observations, 1t appears that Arkansas edue-
cators are doing 1little to correct the altuation.

Whset the citizens of Arkansas lack In the way of en=
lightermment they make up with thelr zest and love for poli-
tiecs. 3tate figures impress young minds at an early age,
assuming the role of elther a devil or a saint. Parents
pass on their political doctrines, prejudices, and admirations
to thelr offsprings with an amazing degree of thoroughness,
Thus, one can find multitudea of first voters trudging to
the polls to cast their ballots for the same candidates their
fathers have supported for years because "he's the best man
in the race.,"

There have been no real different campaign issues in
Arkansae volitics for over forty yesrs, All of the candie
dates agree that roads, schools, and pensions are excellent.
They often disagree slightly as to the best methods to fole
low in the attalmment of these gosls, Without these three
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"burning isaves,” Arkansas politica would have revealed lts
true nature years 8g0.

The only consistent thing about Arkansas' electorate
1s 1ts inconsistency. Statlstics show that thousands of
voters eupport wholsheartedly a particular candidate during
the primary slection and then switeh suddenly to support
his opponent in the run~off election. It 1s quite common
to hsar Arkansawyers denounce Harry Truman vigorously and
in the same breath praise Sid McMath highly deaspite the faot
that these two men possess the same political dogmas. Ene
thusiastic admirers of Ben Laney will presently disavow him
completely because he is "an 'ole Dixieorat,” but these
people will falter when asked the definition of this label
and then hasten to assure you that it "ain't a Democrat.”
One may easily wonder why a certain county or district will
poll a lopsided majority for a particular candidate in one
election and follow, two years hence, with only a handful
of votes for the same candidate,

Arkensas' political l1life Is unlike that of any other
state in the natlon. There 18 no state political organize-
tion; there are no consistent votling bloes, no issues, and
no oclagh of political philosophies. The study of Arkansas
politics is primarily a study of machinery on the local
level, It is also the study of unique and pecullar campaign

tactics., It 13 the study of the lack of meaning of political
alliance and bellefs,
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The reader will beiter underatand the selection of the
materiala included in this thesis 1T he will bear in mind
that 1t 1z not concerned with creesting a commendation nor a
eriticism of Arkansss pollitics and leadera., For the politi-
cally-minded reader this thesis affords a study in the forces

and development of a political situation which stands alone
in 1ts peculiarity.
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CHAPTER I
GERERAL BACKGROUND OF ARKAHSAS POLITICS

FProm the time Arkansas achleved statehood in 1836 until
one year prior to the outbresk of the Civil War three fame
i11ltes ruled the atate politically. The Conways, the Seviers,
and the Johnsons were all interconnected by marrisge and did
not relinquish their control of the state for nearly three
decades, The names of the members of these familles may be
found with little difficulty when one searches the records
for an early political history of Arkansas. Indeed, such a
history would be noneexliastent without the complete recog-
nition of the fact that these families and thelr affairs
compose Arksnsas' early history.l

In an obvicus attempt to perpatuate the "ConwayeJohnson
Dynasty" in office, the Democratic State Convention nomie
nated Richard H. Johnson for governor in its meeting in Little
Rook in April, 1860, Although there was token opposition
by the Whig Party, it eppeared that the "old guerd" was to
maintain 1ts ocontrol uncontested, Henry M. Rector resigned
his seat on the Supreme Court and entered the race as an
independent Democrat, Johnson and Rector stumped the state
together, debating the issues of the day. Rector's psrsgua~-

sive arguments caught the fancy of the voters and he wasz

1y, G. Pletcher, Arkansas, p. 109,
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glected by a small mejority, thus removing the governorship
of Arkensas from the realm of heritage.®

During the Reconstruction Era, under the Carpetbagger
Governor Clayton's rule, the University of Arkensas was
estublished st Fayetteville in 1872, Fublle sehool sysioms
were establlighed throughout the atate for the first time.
Several other institutions of higher learning were created
end mointeined durilng this period, Rallrcad lines were hmi}t
from Mempkds to Little Roek, from Little Rock to Fort Smith,
end from Seint Louis to Texarkena. Desplie trsces of cor=-
ruption in all of these projects, tangible progress wes made
during the time Arkansas was under the "forelgn” control of
the Yankees.

When Arkansas, elong with the other southern atates, raw-

geined contrel of her own government, the conservative Demow
erats assumed the management of all aspects of the atate's
aoctlons. This group seddled the stabte with 1%s political
philogophy for the remalinder of the ninebeenth centurys

In 1872 the Granger movement, under the expert leader=
ship of Jolm Thompson Jones, Invaded Arkensas with a deter-
mination to do something for the egricul tural underprivileged.
£11 members were pledged to work together for the belterment
of their farm homes, the reductlon of expenses, the mainte~

nance of lawa, bthe diversificatlion of crops, the aystemailizetion

2Dp. T. Thomes, Arkensas in War snd Reoc
1861-1878, pp. S54-55, ‘




of work, the dlscontinuance of the credit system, and the
suppression of national prejudices. Cooperation in both
buying and selling among farmers was urged upon the members.
Edusation was to be widespread, Women were to stand on a
footing of equality with men. Rallroads were asked to dis-
contimie inequitable Pfreight rates, Monopolies wers desig-
nated as a target for destruction. The Grange, as such,

was nonpartisan and sternly refused to au@parﬁ ¢ith&r party
in national elections. Iis members were asked only to supe
port competent, honsst candidates for office and to lend
their ald in an effort to put down corruption. The Granger
movement in Arkensas achieved over twenty thousand members

at its peak. Its decline began when Jones made an unsuccesse
ful bid for the United States Senate in 1878, Within s few
years, the Grenge in Arkansas was a thing of the vpast, having
dled without echieving any of its goals,

Although the Grange faded away with no conorete success
to 1ts coredlt, it was soon avparent that the organizaetion had
been instrumental in the creation of a cleavage between the
hill people and the clty people, This division was glven a
greater lmportance when the Agricultural Wheel movement made
a brief, but apectacnlar, appearance in Arkensas for a few
years around 1085, This movement boasted a membership of
over forty thousand before it made its raepld decline. The
Agricultural ¥Wheel was finally merged with the Farmers' Ale

llance of Texas and the Farmers' Union of Loulsiana.



The culkmination of &ll of these farmere-labor movements
wes made with the rise of the Popullst movement. Although
Arkensas never elected a Populist to a publie office, the ace
ceptance of the political and sconomic dootrines of ths move-
ment, ekin to those of the Grange, forced the Democrats to
fight a rearw-guard battle, The Populist wovement, couple d
with the effects of the Depression of 1893, made the paepl@
of Arkansas determined to take ateps %o remedy the malfunce
tlons of thelr government. They had long believed that the
banking powers were ruling America, that the South and the
West had become the victims of the rallroad barons and the
eastern Industrialists, thet competition was giving eway to
monovoly, and that the sharecropper system was conquering
the independent farmer. The people of Arkansas needed only
& common ground Iin order to fight these things,

In the atate of Arksansas, as 1t developed from 1875 to
1900, 1t was certain that some locsl politician was bound to
arise who would capitalize on all the dlscontented backe
woods agrarians who were arocused by the spectacle of the
bargain struck between the northern industrislists end the
conservative Demoerats. Such a man need have but a single
idea: the northern corporations were bleeding Arkansss white
and the thing to do was to get rid of all corporations,

Jeff Davis, & mountaineer lawyer from Pope county, was
destined to become the man to perform this task of leading
the people in thelr struggle against the union between big

business and the state's conservative elements. This



red-faced man was to become Arkansas' only noteworthy demaw
gogue., He was the only governor of the state for three terms
and his life and menner deserves consliderable attention.

Jef'f Davis decided to run for Attorney-(eneral of Arkansas
in 1898, Williem Jennings Bryan, the Populist candidate for
the presidency in 1896 who had received the vote of the Damow
oratic Nationel Convention the seme year on the basis of his
elestrifying speech condemning the gold standerd, had beoome
Davia’ idol. Davis was determined that the Democratic Party
in Arkansss was to become the peoples! party., He campalgned
vigorously throughout the state attired in a gray frock coat,
a wide-brimmed gray het, and a "Baptist™ black atring tie,
This garb becsme his trademark untll his death. Davis real~
ized that his election was an impossibility and began laying
plans to move to Oklahoma when & stroke of luck came hls way.
Shortly before the elesction, his opponent dled and the offlce
of Attorney-General beceme Jeoff Davis' first step in the most
amazing political career in the history of Arkensaes,.

Along with Davia' election, a radical leglslature was
sent to Little Rock bacause of the appeal of the Populiat
novement., One of the first acts of this leglslature was the
Rector Anti-Trust Law whioh provided that all persons or core
porations having any agreement to control prices could not do
business in the State of Arkansas. This act, designed mainly
to check the Standard 011 Company in 1ts price-cutting wars
with 1ts competltors, gave Davis an issue on which to fight.



He promptly declared the act meant exactly what it said and
further openly stated that if any company was orgsnlzed to
fix prices anywhere in the world without reference to Arkansgas,
but still attempted to do business In that stats, he would
prosecute it to the utmost of his powers,

The leading fire insurance and life insurance companies
were all organized outside the state and were all members of
rating bureaus organized to fix their rates and premiums,
Realiging they were doomed under Davis! interpretation of
the Rector Law, these companies influenced Governor Jones, an
ultra-conservative, to attempt to force an asmendment to the
law, The Jones-inapired motion to amend the Rector Law wes
tabled wlthout the slightest delay by the radical legislature,

Davis promptly brought 126 test sults against the ine
gurance companies, Shortly afterwards, he initiated numerous
other suilts of similar nature againat express companies, to=-
bacco companles, and cotton-seed companies,

The Helena World, speaking for the conservative plane

tation factions in southern Arkansas, labeled Davls as a
"earrot-headed, red-faced, loud-mouthed, strong-limbed, oxw
driving mountalineer lawyer, and a friend to the fellow who
brews forty-rod bug-juice in the mountains,"

The state Suprreme Court ruled against the first serles
of Davis?! sults, He made & public statement that he would
now dismiss all pending sults and would not prosecute another

trust "even 1f it organized in the State House yard with a



bress band." However, he declared that the court!s decision
was wrong and he proposed, at the proper time and place, to
eriticize it, just as he would any other decision of a trie
bunal he knew to be opposed to the interesta of the people.
Thus, Jeff Davis sounded his warning note.

In a Fourth of July speech in Sharp County in 1599,
Davis became an avowed candidate lor governor. He referred
to the business interests of Little Rock as the "high-collared
roosters” and the "silk stocking crowd.”™ He labeled the
editors of the leading papers of Little Rock as "a lot of
squirrel-heads who could not buy on credit five cents worth
of beefsteak in the town in which they lived, and yet undere
took to tell the people how to vote."™ The response from the
crowd was terriflc and Davis knew he was on the road to vie-
tory. 3

Davig was faced with three conservative opponents., He
attacked them with the most unusual, but effective, style of
campaigning in the state's history. Typlcal of his speeches
1z the following?

Gentlemen, I may never see you again. I hope that

I will hold out physically in this race, 1f God will

only give me strength. That 1s all I ask., When you

present a thing to the people and they see 1t; they will
always do right., I love my native state; I love its hills
and its valleys; I love 1ts bright waters. PFrom the
health~giving waters of Eureks Springs on the north to

the great Father of Waters on the east that finally

loses itself in the tepid waters of the Gulf, from the

vpinelands and pralries upon our west to our eastern
borders, all up and down the hills and valleys of

3Flataher, op oit., pp. 266-296.
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Arkansas there lives as noble, as brave, as gensrous,
as gentle race of people as ever sunned themselves in
the smile of omnipotent God. The papers may say that
nobody will vote for me except the fellow who wears
patched breeches and one gallus and who lives up the
forks of the crsek and don't pay anything except his
poll tax, I don't know how true that is, but I want to
tell you that there is no great reformation that origi-
nated on earth that did not come from the ranks of the
humble and lowly. Jesus Christ, when he went out and
started the greatest reformation that ever blessed man-
kind, went to the humble and lowly., He went to the
fisherman's cot, the stonecutter's bench. He did not
have but one smart man in the crowd and he had tp knowk
the stuffing out of him before he could use him,
Davis repeatedly clalmed that he was fighting "the five
hundred and twenty-f{ive insurance agents scattered all over
the state, as well as every bank, every rallroad, twc thirds
of the lawyers, and most of the big politicians.”

Daviat' attacks on his opponents were so biltter and suc~
cegaful that two of them withdrew from the race in order to
escape his sceorn. He carrled all but one county in the pri-
mary election, Later he awept by his Republican opposition
in the general election by a two to one majerity.s

Jeff Davis, Arkansas' only "commoner" governor, was the
only state politician who was able to so divide the state
geographically into voting factions, as evidenced by the
overwhelming support of him by the rural population and the
solid opposition to him by the urban locations., Although

numerous other candidates have tried to plt the hill country

against the lowlands, Davis alone was successful in his efforts.

Livig., p. 300.
5ibid., pp. 300-301,



The character of Arkansas 18 predominantly rural with few
true urban centers, so there has never been a sharp clasgh
politically in this respect with the major exception of
Jeff Davis' career.b

Although Jaff Davis was serving as governor of Arkansaas,
the state's two United States Senators, James K., Jones and.
James H, Berry, miled the astate, politieszlly speaking. These
‘men represented the consarvative elements thﬁmughauh the
state and were completely in opposition to Davis and his
"progressive™ ldeas, Because of thelr influence, Davis was
faced with a hostile legislative branch in Little Rook., His
first legislature in 1901 refused to amend the Rector Law in
such & menner to prevent the sourts from upsetting its meane
ing. It quickly became obviocus that the conservative forces
throughout the state were anitingnin an effort to defeat
Davis for a second term.7

It was during the days of Jeff Davis that the only groupe
Ing of voters along llberaleconservative lines occurred, Howe
ever, this differentlation was noticeable in a smallsr degree
during the more recent elsctions involving sﬁuh men as Clay
Balley, Homer Adklins, and 8id McMath, all posscssing progres-
sive naturss, There has always been a genoral tendeney of the

upland people to be more enthusiastic over candidates who can

18§V¢ 0. KXoy, Jr., Southern Politics in State and Nation,
Pe e

TPletoher, 9p. oit., p. 302,
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be plctured as "progressive” as evidenced by their devotion

to Davis and their reasonably consistent approval of Bailey,
Adkins, and Mcﬁath.g

| Jeff Davis! campaign maneuvering in his bid for a

" second term in 1902 is one of the best examyisa of a paliti¢ian
in Arkensas building’up local sunnort for himself. Davis was
extremely weak in the lowlands plantation aectisn,‘tﬁa fertile
ground of conservabism, To offset thils waaku@aa, ha publicly
endorged James P, Clarke, the most popular man 1n4that PAP-
tlcular area, for United States Senantor sgainst Jones, It
was his strategy to galn the confidence of the voters of thig
district and thereby inaure a second and possibly a third
term for himself,?

Davis! public endorsement of Clarke is a rare occurrence
in Arkansas political history. As a rule the candidate maine
taine a degree of aloofness from any other candidate, FEeach
candidate avoide public alliance with others rumning simul-
taneocusly. The veople seem to regsard such tactics as an
effort to build up = machine and 1t is generally bslieved
that if candidates team up, all willl suffer in the finel ane-
alyeis.l0 Davis, with his usual disregard for orthodox

practices, broke this golden rule to good advantage,

8KQY1 2D, Qit., P 1%&
PFletcher, op. cit., p. 303.
10gey, op. cit., p. 198.
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The conservatives settled upon Colonel £. W, Rector as
thelr candidate to oppose Davis! second bid for the Demo-
eratic nomination for governor in 1902, Rector, as Speaker
of the House of Representstives, had given hls name %o the
first AntieTrust Law. While the campaign was still in its
first stages, Davis discovered & simple issue on which to |
beat Rector. The superintendent of the schools of Hot Springs,
Rector's home town, had boldly refused to graduate one of
Rector's sons, This supsrintendent now wrote to the loecal
papers declaring that Rector had said to him, "Why, demnit,
my children do not recelve any better consideration at your
hands than do the children of common wuadehappamu;”li Rector
denled saying precisely that, saying over and over that all
he had sald was that hls children were being diseriminated
against simply because they were his, Nonetheless, Davis
never falled to raiss thls issue in every speech he made
during the campalgn,

Davis easlly won all but five of the seventy~five
countlies of the state. Hls hande-ploked candidate for United
States Senator, Clarke, won by a very close margin,

Thie election of 1902 {llustrates perfectly an out-
standing charscter of Arkansas politics. By this time the
veople of Arkansss had learned that between two or three
Democratic candidates for office, 1t all csme down to & ques~

tion of perscnal likability. Davis, in their opinion, was

il?l&t@h&r" OB Gitu’ P 306!
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a good, kind man, Were not his manners democratic? Rector
was a villain by virtue of having made the statement demand-
ing special consideration for his children. The aame logle
st111l sways elections in Arkensas to this day,
. Davis was reelscted governor by succeeding in meking
his opponent appear dlstasteful to the electorate, Hils
actions may serve as a lesson to the political hopefuls of
Avkensas who must learn that the idea is for one candldate
to convince himaself that his opponent 1a personally unrelis.
able and an opportunist of the first order. The next step is
to selize upon every falling, versonal or public, and megnify
1t greatly in an effort to convince the voters that hls ope
ponent 1a the biggest potential crook within the state,12

In 1903 Davis announced for a third term and stated
that, if elected, he would run for Senator against Berry in
1906, The conservative forces rallied in support of Carroll
D. Wood as the uwan to {oill Daviat' attempt to bresk the traw
dition of no third terms in Arkansas, Veandeventer, the dew
feated candidate in Davis' firat campalign for govermor,
announced on an Independent ticket, Davis ran hls campaign
with such demagogulsh oratory as the following:

A committee of you farmers can take Judge Wood

and Vandeventer-~that Gazette Yankee--out back of the

smokehouse, take off thelr vests, shake them arocund

like a dog would shake a two-year old 'possum, and you

can put skates on a nigger boy and have him skating

around on railroad passes for ten fest, If you laek
a foot or two of having enough to plaster on the

13Key, op. cit., p. 185,
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railroad tickets, go down into the Judge's pockets and

get a few street-car tickets. 1 am golng to put knee=

britches on Judge Wood and run him for a page when the
legislature meets, I will also try to get Vandeventer

gome kind of a job, even if I have to put him in as a

chambermald around the State House,l

The climax of the campaign of 190l came at Hope, where
Wood, infuristed with repeated taunts, atruck openly et Davis
with his fists, The governor hit Wood over the head wlth a
gold~headed cane and dented its top. From that day on,

Davis refused to sit on the same platform with his opponents,
stating that his life was in danger. He clalmed the right
to spesk first at all meetings and when he had finished,
usually left, cerryling most of the crowd with him, Davis
won his bid for a third term very easily.,

True to his word, Davis ran against Berry for the United
States Senatorship in 1906. Using his usual style of came
paigning, he won hands down.

Jeff Davie returned from Washington, where he had made
a very bad showing as Senator, to Arkansas in order to actively
campaign for W, F. Kirby for governor in the election of 1908,
Despite the fact that he stumped the state pleading for "the
boys in the hills to touch hands with the boys in the valley
and put over one more victory for good govermment,” this wasg
the only time in his long career that the voters of Arkansas
turned a deafl ear to Jeff Davias. Many of his old friends

murmured and faltered, declaring that he had no right to mix

13Fletcher, op. cit., pp. 310-312,
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in the race, as it was not his fight. They were perfectly
willing to go all the way with Jeff himgelf, but ahgllangaa
his right to dictate thelr choice in other races. i“ﬁbnaat"
George Donaghey won the election much to the dismay of Davia,lu

This gubernstorial election of 1908 is a prime example
of the fear the Arkansas people possess of the possible cre-
_ation of & state political machine., Juat when it éaemn
likely that some outstanding political figure has sabout
reached that degree of popularity where he can maintein a
state-wide political organization based upon local support,
the voters of Arkansas will quietly dlsplace him. This same
campalign well represents the fact that, in Arkansas, there is
no assurance that any man can deliver promiszed votes as he
sees Tit. |

Donaghey was reelected to the governorship in a rather
routine election in 1910, symbolic of Arkensas! habit of
almost always returning the incumbent to a second term. Joe
T. Robinson, the president of Arkansas Power and Light for
years, replaced Donaghey as governor in 1912, Robinson only
served one term as governor, appointing himself Senstor
when a vacancy occurred shortly before the end of his term,
Robinson's hand~picked successor, George W, Hays, assumed

the office in 1914 in order to continue the trend of cone

servative governors.,l5

Wgarry Lee Williams, Forty Years Behind the Scenes in
Arkensas Politlcs, p. 9.

15patlas T. Herndon, Annualsg of Arkansas, ppi 2l3~-25lL,
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In the cempaign for the Democratic nomination for
governor in 1916, Charles Hillman Brough, Farle W, Hodges,
and "Shotgun" Smith were the candidates. Smith, who had a
reputation of a killer and due to this fact had bheen dubbed
"Shotgun," was an ardent supporter of the liquor interests,
a great factor even today in Arkansas politics., In one of
his orening sveechesg in the campaign, Smith galned another
sobriquet, "Potlicker," by making the statement that 1f the
voters would give him thelr suffrage and all the potlicker
and turnip greens he could eat, he would "make Arkansas the
damndest best Governor the State ever had,"10

Brough was elected Governor of Arkensas in 1916, His
background is so strikingly different from all of the other
governors of the state that 1t deserves briefl coverage at
this point. Brough was psrhaps Arkansas' best educated gove
ernor and had the best grasp of state and world conditions,
He studied at Johns Hopkins University under Woodrow Wilson,
doing his graduate work in economics, history, and jurige
prudence, Brough recelived his Doctor of Philosophy Degree
from Johns Hopking University in 1898, He taught history,
philosophy, and economics at Mlssissippi College, returned
to Johns Hopkins in 1901 where, within & year's time, he
gained his law degree. Brough returned to Arkanses and ace
cepted a professorship at the Unlversity of Arkansas in

economiecs and socliology. Whille at Fayetteville, he authored

w1111ams, op. oit., p. 11.



16

several books dealing with his flelds sf teaching. Cer=
tainly Brough can be considered a unique governor for the
state of Arkansas in that he was no demagogue nor a f{ront
for conservative interests,l’ |

Having lost the election of 1916 to Brough, "Shotgun®
Smith decided to try his luck again in 1918, 1In addition to
his reputation as a killer, his domesatioc life was alleged to
be nothing less than rotten. Smith ovenly threatened to kill
anyone exposing his privete 1life, but newsmen ignored his
threat and did expose 1it, nonetheless. Thls resulted in
his losing the election agaln to Brough. Shortly after the
final results were made public, Smith threatened Brough
with his 1ife,18

These elections of 1916 and 1918 1llustrate perfectly
the political power possessed by the Baptist Church and the
liquor interests in the state of Arkansas, 3Smith openly
supported the liquor Interests in both campsigns and his re~
markable showing was due Lo the backing of these interests,
Smith's unsavory background combined with his close assocl-~
stions with the liquor interests made him completely unaccept-
able to those of the Baptist faith, Brough, with an honorable
and enlightened background, recelved the open support of the
Baptist leaders throughout the state,

17Herndon, op. cit., p. 256,
18wil11ems, op. eit., p. 13.
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The 1920t's witnessed the continuance of a trend of con-
ssrvative governors, Thomas McRae, Tom J., Terral, John E,
Hartineau, and gaFVﬁy Parnell served in this capacity during
these years with smooth, dull administrations to their
oredit.1? |

When the campaign for governor began in 1932 t&&r&
were six candidates vying for the Democratic nomination,
Parnell, the retiring governor, was actively supporting
Judge Priddy against the fleld. As the campalgn progressed
and Parnell had a survey of his lieutenants, he became con-
vinced that Priddy could not possibly win, Parnell quickly
deserted his favorite candidate. A hurried conference with
his executives waa called and the word was passed along that
everyone connected with the Parnell administration was to
support Putrell, The explanation of this switch was Parnell's
éanviction that two of the leading candidates, Blackwood and
Terral, must bs defeated at all costa. This umisual change
of support in the midst of a gubernatorial campaign was
highly irregular even for the unpredictable Arkaensas polite
ical scens but it was sufficlent to sweep Putrell into
office for twoe terms,

The year 1936 found eight candidates in the guberna=
torial derby for the Demoeratic nomination with prectically
each of them seeking Governor Putrell's blessing., In the

end, however, his indecision and constant switching from

19&&?1}&0?}, oD, ¢lt., Pp. 250271,
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one candidate to another materially lessened his effective~
ness and power to name his successor. Marcus Bone suddenly
withdrew {rom the obnnsst when he learned that expected sup=-
port had drifted from the Putrell forces in favoer of Lee Cagort,
Cazort's hopes faded also as the administration erowd shifted
to John Ashley in the heat of the eampalgn. The Futrell
crew thén ditched Ashley and finally anchored themselves in
Bd MoDonald's camp., This unprecedented political maneuver
ing thoroughly confused the Arkansas voters and the adminise
trationts strength bscame completely disorganized, resulting
in Garl Bsiley wimning the election,20

This eleoction merves as a classic example of the fact
that political hopefuls in Arkansas find it impossible to
rely upon the political friendships of various groups. There
are no such permanent friendships, just temporary alliences.
Bailey was victorlous because Futrell's veguenesas and ine-
declision were mislesding and because he gquietly toured the
state convineing as many local leaders as possible that he
was the "best-qualified" candidate.?l

One of the beat possible examples of the importance of
the support of local leaders in a gubernatorial campalgn in
Arkansas 1s an incident which oceurred during Carl Balley's
campaign for a second term in 1938, During his first terms
as governor, Balley had experienced a serious rift with

“Happy" Kitohens from Mississippl County, a typlcal local

20w1111ams, op. cit., pp. 1h-26.
2lxey, op. oit., p. 192.
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political lesder., During hils sacond campaign, “Happy"
appeared at the Balley headquarters willing agalin to support
the governor, Balley ls reported to have told hls managers
to "go back and tell Happy I seid to go to helly T can get
along without his support." Although his bld for reelece
tion was successful, Bailey lost Missisaippl County by 1,100
votes., He had carried thls same county 1n the previous
slection by a comfortable majcrity.22

Rural lsaders, such as "Happy" Kltchens, scem to exert
most influence when the issuss are not clear cut and 1t 1s
immaterial to the voters how they mark thelr ballots. On
the other hand, when the lssues ars definite, the rural
leadera find thelr influence has declined sharply. Bailley,
after the election, was able to explain that he was strong
in this county because old so-andeso was for him and weak in
another county becsuse he had never been able to get along vth
old so-and-go, Such explanatlions have been repeated by po=~
litical figures throughout the history of Arkansas,23

The political battles of the atate have been largely
between the Carl Balley faction and the Homer Adkins fasction
for ten years prior to 1948, Adkins, who has the reputation
of belng a superb campalgn mansger, organized a campaign
in support of Hiller for the United States Senate as an ine
dependsnt in 1937 in opposition to Balley who had accepted

22wi111ams, op. elt., p. LO.
??‘BKﬂy. -O_BQ citu' Poe 191,
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a8 nomination from the State Democratic Committee as & can-
didate in a special election to fill the vacancy. It was

an uphlill battle but because of Adkina' asteounding politicel
techniques, Miller was chosen to represent Arkansas as one
of her Senators.

This began & zhow of the greatest political ermity in
the history of the state. The voters were affordsd a most
exciting show in 1940 when Adkins, who had been Collector
of Internal Revenue, defeated Balley in his try for a third
term as governor, Adkins had directed a timely investigaw
tion of the lncome tax affalrs of several Balley lsaders
whiech influenced the outcome of the election to a great exe
tent., Adkins resorted, by this action, to the time~honored
political trieck of cresting an unwholesome stmoaphere around
his opponent.

Bailey had his revenge for these defeats in 194ly when
his candidate for the United States Senate, J. William
Fulbright, defeated Adkins., Governor Adkins' board of trus-
tees had earlier removed Fulbright from the presidency of
the University of Arkansas,

Nelther of these factlons have had a state~-wide organ-
ization or a following with any impressive loyalty as evie
denced by the swiltch of support in their various contests.
The two men express no distinet difference in views; therefore,
no cleavage in the voters can be established on this basis.

Indeed, Adkins and Bailey shocked every political obaerver
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within the state when they unlted in their support of Sid
McMath for governor in lQhB.zh

The campaign for governor in 194l 1llustrates perfectly
the importance of patronags in Arkansas politics, David
Terry was easily eliminated as a candidate in the primary
election,leaving J. Bryan Sims facing Ben Laney in the run~
of f election, One of 8ims! biggest contributors was a well
known oll operator from Unlon County who had been told that
in the event Laney was elected, 0. C, Balley would be re«
moved from the 01l and Gas Commission., This action would
be a fate worse than death for this particular oll baron,
The -statement had been denled by Laney and his friends on
the Saturday morning before Sims snnounced his withdrawal
from the race. 3Bhortly after the oil opsrator was convinced
Laney would keep Balley on the Commlssion, a conference was
held by the backers of Sims., When the oil overator was in-
formed he would have to put up an additional forty thousand
dollars to insure Sima' electlion, he curtly informed the three
men who were present he had no Intention of contributing a
dime and further stated, "If I had known in the beginning
what I know now I would never have put up any money on Sims!
He further explained, "Ben Laney has always been my friend,"
This last statement must have bsen founded on fact because

alter Laney's election the 0il and Gas Commission was still

dominated by Balley and the oil operator's business flourished.2 _

2h1bid,, pp. 193-195.
25Wi111ams, op. clt., Pp. 59=60.
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Ben Laney was reelected governor in 1946 with only the
usual token opposition afforded a candidate in Arkanssas
seeking his second term. Laney opposed 31d McMath's bld for
a second term in 1950 in a csmpaign based chiefly on Antiw
Trumanism, It 18 well worth noting those areas of the state
which were consistent in their support of "Business" Ben,
the ultra-conservative. The few counties in Arkansss which
are dominated by county organizations are, for the most part,
located 1n the rioh delta land along the Mississippl Rilver,
These counties have a plantation economy and a high percente
age of Negro population, Shades of the ante-bellum South
are evident in these countles where a ruling class frequently
Justiries the lurid descriptions applisd to all southern
plantation owners. There 1s little room to doubt that many
of these directors of large-scale plantation and lumbering
operations in the Arkansas delta countles earn their label
of being hard-boiled. The Arkansas Free Enterprise Associw
ation, a collection of ultra-conservative Bourbons, has its
haadquartara in these countles along the Mississippi River.
This 1s the organization which backed the anti-labor amende
ment entitled "right-to-work," urged the adoption of the Tafte
Hartley Act, and gave enthusiastic support to Governor
Laney's unsuccessful orusade sgainst the Truman oivil rights
legislation progrem,

The relation of dependence between the landlord and the

tenant is the back-bone of these delta machine counties. It
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is an admitted and acecepted fact that nmumerocus plantation
ownersgs control the votes of thelr many tenants who cast
thelr votes 12 boxes get up in the owners! commlissaries,
Often the ballots are quite convenlently marked 1n advance
for the voter as he steps up to cast his vote.

Theae plantation machine countles have regularly voted
for the conservative candidate. Such so-called "progressive"
politicians as Jeff Davis, Carl Balley, Homer Adkins, and
S51d HMcHMath have been handlcapped from the start by an utter
lack of support in this district of the state.

In all fairness, however, it must be recorded that Yell
county in the northwestern section of the state has the rep-
utation of being a machine county which refuses to grant
{ts suffrage for a candidate supported by the delta counties,
A few other far northwestern ecounties, in some of which the
Republicans are in the majority locally, have & voting be-
havior somewhat similar to Yell county. @Garland sounty for
many years was controlled by the organization of former
Mayor Leo McLaughlin of Hot Springs, This county voted for
the candidate most apt to remain blind to the gambling prac-
tices being conducted.26

The great majority of Arkansas governors have been
lawyers and all have been Protestants. It appears that prac-
tically all were chosen as governor by speclal interests.

Certainly one who studles Arkansas history cannot deny that

26xey, op. clit., pp. 199-200.
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such business groups as the plantation owners, the liquor
interests, the Lion 01l Company, and the Arksnsas Power and’
Light Company have received favorable leglalation and con-
cessions at the hands of the conservative leaders of the
state,

Perhaps the reader will be able to better understand
the campaigns of 1918, 1950, and 1952 because of this gen-

eral background of the nature of Arkansas politics,



CHAPTER II

ELECTION OF 1948

Backgrounds of the Candldates

The campalgn for the Democratic nomination for gov-
ernor in 19118 serves as an excellent example of the mechane
ics of an Arkansas election as pointed out in the preceding
chapter. Illustrations of the various campalgn tactics
will be discussed fully and their effects explained.

When the deadline for filing for the campaign arrived,
Arkansawyers were confronted with the momentous task of
choosing between nine candidates: John Lonsdale, 3Sid McMath,
Charles Fleming, Jack Holt, Williem Jennings, Bob Ed Loftin,
Jameg "Uncle Mac™ McKrell, James Merritt, and Horace Thompson.
McMath, Holt, and Thompson loomed early in the campalgn as
the three major contenders for the governorship, and a brief
examination of these men will be necessary at this point.

S1d McMath was born at Magnolia, Arkansas, on June 1,
1912, the son of Hal P. and Nettie (Sanders) McMath. At
the time of his birth, Sid's father was barely making a
living on his 240 acre farm. Soon after Sid's birth, the
McMath family joined thousands of other families seeking
their fortunes at Smackover, the site of the spectacular oil
boom. Mr. McMath, who seems to have been a failure at every-

thing, made several unprofitable investments at Smackover

25
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and the family moved sgain. This time the McMaths settled
permanently in Hot Springs. Here the father became a barber,
devoting most of his time to heavy drinking,

It was while young Sid was in school in Hot Springs
that he was able to develop e perfect background for Arkansas
politics, He had to work from an early age, doling all sorts
of odd jobs including shining shoes, peddling cabﬁaga, pick=-
ing cotton, and selling newspapers. The skill of fighting
acquired as a requisite to the last-named job led him tempoe
rarily into a mlinor boxing career. Young Sid often earned
$2.50 a night twice a week by fighting in preliminary box-
ing matches,

Eager to give hls natural talent for leadership a show-
ing, Sid left an excellent record at Hot Springs High School.
He'served as president of the student body at both the
Junior High and Senlor High School., He was an sctive member
of the Boy Scouts and 1s quick to glve credit for the develop-
ment of hls character to this organization,plus the guiding
influence of his mother,

Sid McMath hitch~hiked to Fayetteville, Arkansas, to en=
roll in the University of Arkansas., He was faced with the
task of procuring a college education with only $2.50 in his
pockets. S5id worked his way through the University of
Arkansas by walting on tables and washing dishes in various
eating establishments. He achleved more fame for himself
by fighting his way to the titleship of the varsity welter-

welght championship., More honors were bestowed upon him
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by his fellow students during his college career. He served
as President of the Sophomore Class, mansger of the college
annual, member of the Blue Key Honorary Fraternity, member
of the Sigma Epsilon Alpha Social Fraternlty, and president
of the student body at the University. HMcMath graduated
from the Law School with honors and was admitted to the
Arkansas Bar in 1936,

HcMath married Elaine Broughton May 6, 1937. His first
wife died in 1942 and he was remarried Octocber 6, 1945 to
Anne Phillips. This union was blessed with three sons.

Upon admittance to the bar, Sid settled in Hot Springs
and practiced law during the years of 1936 to 1940, He hed
been awarded a Reserve Officers' Training Course Commission
upon graduation from the University of Arkansas. He enlisted
in the ¥arine Corps as a Second Lieutenant before the United
stétes entered the war., McMath served four years in the
Pacific Theater of Operatlons and climbed rapldly in rank
from Second Lieutenant to Lisutenant Colonel. He led the
landing at Bougeinville., He was decorated with the Silver
Star, the Leglon of Merit, and was recommended for the Navy
Cross., He was returned to the United 3tates in 19&& because
of a severe case of malaria and served two years wlith the
Merine Corps in Washington, D. c.27

While McMaeth was still in service, he carefully laid
plans to break the twenty-year rule of Mayor Leo McLaughlin

27current Biogrephy, March, 1949, p. 38L.
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of Hot Springs. McLaughlin's political machine was notorious
for winning elections simply by buying poll-tax receipts by
the hundreds, As mayor, McLaughllin had refused to enforce
a series of laws resulting in maeking Hot Springs a sanctuary
for every gambler, gangster, and fast-dollar man in the na-
tion.28

McMath reopened his law offices in his home town after
his release from the Marine Corps and began to wage hls came
paign against the McLaughlin machine, He became the head
of the Veterans of Forelgn Wars in Hot Springs and the state
vice-commander of the AMVETS, He taught a Men's Bible Class
at the Methodiat Church and lectured at schools, churches,
eivic clubs, and showed war f1lms wherever an interested
audience would assemble, He became an active member of
such civic organizations as the Elks, Masons, Kiwanls, and
Lions.

McMath headed the G, I. ticket in the Democratic Pri.
mary in the summer of 1946, His group was composed of
elght ex-servicemen who hoped to be elected to every major
political position in Garland County. MeMath was the only
candidate to be elected in this contest from his ticket,
winning the position of Prosecuting Attorney. He persuaded
the seven defeated candldates to run agaln in the General
Election as Independents, McMath challenged the legallty of
hundreds of poll-tax receipts which were used in the primary

28ynots Who in America, 1948, p. 1653.
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election and carried his claim to the United States Distriet
Gourt. This court declared 1,670 poll~tax recelpts invali-
dated for use in the Ceneral Election, McMath and his group
of veterans campalgned vigorously from house~to-house agalnat
"Leoism" and "machine politics,"™ His entire slate of can-
didates was elected to their respective foiaea.gg

Ag goon as HcMath was sworn in as Prosecuting Attorney
of Garland County, he called a speclal grand jury session
and began investigabing the old machine., He was successful
in conviecting two of the machine's henchmen. He also brought
ex~mayor MclLaughlin to court on s charge of misesppropriating
publiec funds by paying his brother George a city salary for
doing no work. The jJjury falled to conviet McLaughlin, but
the machine's power was broken navertheless.

McMath's amazing sucesss in Hot Springs csught the fancy
of the people of Arkansas and made him a logilcal candidate
for the office of governor. A family tragedy, however, al-
most ended his caresr as a promising state politicilan.
MokMath's father had beccme a complete alcoholic by this time
and was bitterly opposed to his son's second marriage. On
August 7, 1947, Sid's father, in a drunken rage, threatened
his daughter-in-law sternly., He cursed her and began fighte
ing with her, She became alarmed and shot him; resulting
in his death within & matter of minutes. 51d stepped aside

as prosecuting attorney and a special prosecubor handled the

29%ewaweek, August 9, 1948, p. 21.
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case. The grand Jury exonerated Nrs. McMath with the verw
diet of "justifiable homicide,”™ This affelr would have
ki1lled the chances of most politically ineclined men, but
Arkansas seemed to agree readily with the jury’s verdiot
and forgot the incident quickly enough.

Jack Holt was conceded to be one of the strongest ooé»
tenders for the governorship of Arkansss. He was born on a
farm near Harrison, Arkansas, in Boone County,in 1903, He
had graduated from Harrison High School and from the Law
School at the Unlversity of Arkansas with honors, Like
McMath, Holt had been an'outstanding student while Iin col-
lege, He had worked his way through school and had served
as President of the Senior (lass in 1926 and 1927.

Upon admittance to the Arkansas Bar, Holt set up his
law practice in Harrison. He was twice elected as Prose-
cuting Attorney for the Fourteenth Judiclal Distriet. He
then advanced upon the political seale to the position of
Judge of the Fourteenth Judicial District. In 1936, Holt
made his first state~wide eamp#ign, winning an outstanding
victory for the office of Attorney General, Holt served
admirably in this position for six years. By 1942, Holt
" was one of the best known men in the entire state., He ran
for the United States 3enate but was narrowly defeated.

Immadiahsly after hls defeat for the senatorship, Holt
volunteered his services tothe United States Army., He was
appointed a Captain in the Judge Advocate's Department,
golng on actlive duty Pebruary 2, 1943. Holt served
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throughout the remainder of the war without ever leaving the.
continental United States.

Holt wes married to Margaret Spikes July 27, 1927, and
has reared a family of one son and cone éaughter¢30

After his discharge from the ﬁrmy, Holt dlscovered the
people of Arkansas had certainly not forgotten him. He was
most sager to make the race for governor and was assured of
powerful support.

The third major contsender for the gavernordhip was
Horace E. Thompson. He was born in Social Hill, Arkanses,
in Hot Springs County, the son of & prosperous farmer.
Thompson left school while in the eighth grade and jolned
the United States Army in 1917, participating in most of
the battles throughout France, »

Thompson returned home from his army duties and was
quick to realize the lmportance of his completing his edu=
catlon, He resumed hisstudies and finlshed high school
courses at Arkanses State College in 1925, Two years later
he recelved his Bachelor of Sclenee Degree in Agriculture
from the University of Arkansas,

Thompson accepted the position of Vocational Agriculture
Instructor in Lee County. His next job was that of Agri-
cultural Agent at Duvalls Bluff, Arkansas; in Prairie County.
He was advanced to the position of District Agricultural
Agent for the Unlversity of Arkansas Agricultural Extension

30pallas ?. Herndon, The Annuals of Arkansas, 1947, p. 786.
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Service. He then served as State Director of the Farm
Securlty Admlnistration for the State of Arkansas. Leaving
this posltion, Thompaon assumed the dutiez of Director of
the Unlverslty of Arkansas Agricultural Extension Program.
His outstanding work in this field won him nationel recog~
nitiaﬁ. During most of the war, he served as Director of
the Federal Crop Insurance Program for the Southern Region,
with offices in Washington, D. C., Returning to Arkansaa,
Thompson was appointed President of Arkansas 3taté College.
His role as educator was short lived, howsver, when President
Truman appointed him as Internal Revenus Collsesctor for the
District of Arkansas in 1945, Thompson was married to
Gladys Wright in 1925 while both were in school., Their
family consists of one son and one daughter,31

Thompson'!s background as a farm expert, public servant,
and educator won him vast support throughout the state,

The selfwstyled political authorities throughout the
state were unable to forecast the support and strength of
James "Uncle Mac" McKrell, He was a well~known figure in
Arkansas because of his daily radio program featuring himself
in s religiaua quartet. He had spoken to thousands as a
preacher. He owned a flour mill and had peddled his product
in every corner of the state. He had achieved acsla@m ¥ ]

8 humanitarian by operating & home in northern Arkaﬁsaa for

orphens and unwented children. This home was supported by

311bid., pp. 1573-1575.
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his sppeals for contributions on his radlio programs., Every-
one was willing to grant that "Uncle Mac" would draw a gize-
able vote from the rural sections of the state but no one
took his campalign very seriously.

John Lonsdale was born in New York City bub moved to.
Arkensas at an early agse when his family established theme
selves in a small community bearing their name. He attended
several fashlonable eastern schools and had aspent most of
his 1ife being the wealthy Mrs. Lonsdale's aon,

The other candlidates were, for the most part, inalignifi
cant, and thelr backgrounds will be discussed as the catie
paign unfolds,

With these character and background sketches of the
ma jor candidates, one may readily see that the election of

1948 was destined to be a lively and close affair,

Primary Flection

Desplte the fact that the candidates formally opened
their campaigns during the latter part of June, they were
all actively campaigning by the last day of May.

Jack Holt gave a preview of the campaign which began
with the usual routine discussions of the same issues as in
preceding ocampaigns for decades. Holt addrsssed a large
erowd on the night of May 31, 1948, from the steps of the
courthouse in MeMath's home town of Hot Soringa. He spoke
on time~honored and safe issues by stating: "If I don't

- find a way to improve the schools end pay a living salary



to teachers, I will not ask for a second tem. . . . ¥We
have neglected the most boloved people on earth-~the old
folks. Pensions will be increased substantially if I am
elected, 32

Whenever Holt began talking about the old fiks he man-
aged to speak with emotione~filled words and was most apt at
quoting poetry praising this particular segment of voters,
Deaspite the fact that his words were flowing and sentimen=
tal, they contained no concrete proposals as to the proper
remedies for the situation, His audiences, especially the
old people, neglscted this oversight snd paid Holt rapt
attention. His speeches were elffective as witnessed by
the interruption of his Hot Springs address by the loud
sobbing of an old man who had been moved to teara, Friends
led the old man away gently, and hundreds were vigibly moved
by the tender scene,

Arkansawyers usually are not as concerned with the war
record of an asplrent for office as thsy are with his quali-
fications. As a general rule, candidates maske small mention
of the fact that they served thelr country in time of war.
In the earllest days of the campaign, McMath and Holt issued
statements to the press asking the people of Arkaensas to
forget their war rscords and to vote for the best qualified
candidate, It quickly became obvious that MeMath had other
plans in thils respect in view of the fact that he never let

32prkansas Gazette, June 1, 1948,
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the voters forget for one moment that he had served in a
gallent manner, A study of his advertisements during the
campalgn reveal that he played this iasue up at every op-
portunity. His outstanding war record won him a lion's
share of the suffrage of the veteranst! organizations through-
out the state,

Charles Fleming presanted himself to the voters early
In the campalgn by beginning & strenuous speaking tour
which carrlied him to every county in Arkansas. In one of
these opening addresasss he informed his audiencse that he had
come to Arkansas in 1900, settled in the small town of Hound
Pond and had accumulated millions of dollars, Fleming's
early speeches assumed the tone of firsteclass demagoguery.
Leunching an attack on Truman's proposed Civil Rights Pro-
gram, Pleming stirred his audience with such rabble~rousing
words?

We treat the negroes all right in St. Franocis

County. We gave them & good school house and a six

months term., We gave the white children a very good

school house and a nine months term. When I was camw

paigning for president of our school board, I told

the negroes 'The first one of you who tries to vote

§gn§hé§ iﬁ?;oihgzggeu;%%% get his eyes shot out,!?

Fleming pursued this style of campaigning throughout
the course of the contest as will be revealed by his forthe-
coming speeches., While such denfgoguery pleassd a goodly
portion of his audiences, many cltizena turned awey with
disgust. Arkansawyers seem to prefer their prejudices

served with a little more dressing.

reta.
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June 3, 1948, was an important day for all the can=
didates for governor. The Young Demoérats of Arkansas apon-
sored o "Meet-the~Candidates" Dinner at the plush Hotel
Marion In Little Roek, John Lonsdale was the only candidate
not attendingthis meeting, All of ths eight other men sat
together during the dinner and had a fine time joking each
other goodenaturedly., Fleming was first to speak snd was
grested with a polite round of applause, Dropping his role
of a demsgogue before thla progressive group of young voters,
he mssured his hosts that he favored good roads and schools,
There was an obvious stmosphere of coldness on the part of
the audience when Jack Holt was introduced, MHe devoted his
entire alloted time scoring the issue of civil rights legis~
lation. Only slight appleuse was given at the conelusion of
his speech, Jennings made his usual vague and poorly de-
livered address promising benefits to all, Loftin approached
the group in the role of a comedlian by wisecraeking at his
opponents, His Jokes cleared the alr somewhat of the ten-
gion which was rapldly building up. "Uncle Mac" McKrell
adviged the Young Democrats to subseribs to his newsapaper
dealing with religious matters and to buy his flour., He
assured the gathering that he could not possibly do a worse
Job as governor than the preceding three governors, Laney,
Adkins, and Balley. MNcMath was Introduced next midst a wild
demonstration of cheering and applauding which had been

planned beforehand. McMath had served as the President of
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the Young Dsmocrats ol Arkansas and was the obvious cholce
of the group, a fact which figured heavily in his ({inal
victory. He devoted his speech to tossing bouquets verbally
to the organigation and to dlscusalng hia plans o insure
fair elsctlion procedures in future elections. The applause
at the conclusion of his address was deafening, MNerritt
made a mild and hasty attack on the lasue of Truman's proe-
posed civil rights legislation. Aa Thompson arose to apsak,
he was greeted wlth the sound of boos. He made a simple
appeal for democratic govermment and was awarded with more
boos for his effort. This mesting left no doubt in anyone's
mind aa to which candidate was assured a plasce in the run-off
election,

McKrell revenled his plans and methods of ralsing funds
with whilch to carry on his campalign in an appsarance at
Marianna, Juns 6., After a well received speech to his audi~
ence consisting largely of lower~income voters, "Uncle Mac"
displayed five new galvanlzed tin buckets, several brooms,
and some mopsa., Acecording to him, if the audlence would
furnish the soap, he would do the serubbing. His plees
brought lorth spproximately seventy-five cents from each
listener. Although Arkansas voters had been aprroached
numerous times before with thls exact manner of fund ralsing,
it still sppealed to fthem enough that McKrell was able to
forget his flnancisl worries before the campalgn closed,
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For several weeks before the end of the cam@aign, Fleming
placed small advertisements in the newspapers of the atate
proclaiming himself to be the poor mants friend. This idea,
borrowed from Huey P, Long of Loulsisana, failed to impress
the voters who wondered why & millionaire should be a poor
man's friend,

Advertisements in all the leading newspapers of June
10, placed there by Lonsdale, invited anycne to drop by his
campalign headquarters in the Albert Plke Hotel in Little
Raqk and leave hls suggestions for the campaign. Lonsdale
must have belleved in thlas "grass roots democracy" idea because
of the fact that his platform contained a collection of the
moat unusual planks ever offered the voters of Arkansas,

It is extremely doubtful that he was able to dream up these
welrd schemes alone,

The same newspapers which announced that Lonsdule was
a ready reciplent for all new idems also revealed a serles
of cartoons depleting McMath's life, The first cartoon
showed S1d as a small barefoot boy pleking cotton in Columbia
County; the second showed him selling newspapers on the
streets of Hot Springs; the third showed him washing dishes
at the University of Arkansas; the fourth showed 8id as a
struggling young lawyer in Hot Springs; the fifth showed
him condueting his Sunday School class; the sixth showed
Lieutenant Colonel McMath leading the Marines in their lande
ing at Bougalnville; the seventh showed 8id blowing the 1id
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of f political machines and corruption in Hot Springs; and
the final cartoon was composed of & serene and paaséful
scene showing Sid with a horse and a doge~his two hobbles,
These cartoons were later put into booklet form and thou-
sends were distributed to voters who responded well to the
idea., Previously, other state candidates had used cartoons
in an effort to sell thelr ideas to the people, but MeMath
became dependent upon this style of campalgning not only
in this particular contest but in the two following as
well, He used cartoons to ridlcule his opponents and to bring
pralseworthy notice to himself,

Merritt devoted his brief campaign efforts to an attempt
to associate McMath with what he considered to be unwhole-
some characters. His early advertisements made it clear
that he was determined to create thes impression that MocMath
was surrounded by connlving rascals and political bellefs
alien to the state. A8 an example, his advertisements declared
that the race was one of Adkins, Balley, and Harry Truman
versus Merritt and True Southern Democorats. This was an
obvious attempt to play upon the fears of the people that
the two ex-governors, Adkins and Balley, had united in their
efforts by supporting MeMath in order to establish a state-
wide pollitical organization, McMath was faced with such
accusations throughout his entire political career. MNerrits,
along with several of McMath's other opponents, hoped to gain
support for himself by openly opposing President Truman and
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by pointing out the fact at every opportunity that McMath
wes in good favor with the Democratic administration in
Washington.

The various candidates formally opened thelr campalgns
in the middle of June, 1948, These openings are worthy of
attention because of the fact that they reveal some rather
interesting campalign tactics and they are formal announcee
ments of the candidste's platform.

McMath formally opened his campalgn with a huge rally
at Pine Bluff on June 13, The crowd was enormous, having
gathered from all over the state, This affalir was most
elaborate and no expense had been spared. The Cotton Belt
Rallroad had run a speclal train from Fastern Arkanssas
loaded with ardent supporters., The streets of Pine Bluff
were covered with banners and a lengthy parade was staged
through the town which was wltnessed by thousands of cheer-
ing spectators. It had been publiely announced that there
would be a free football game immediately following the
speech making., HeMath's addreas, given in the football sta-
dilum was heard and approved by a horde of voters. The crowd
was unusual in view of the large number of Negroea present,
a novel sight for Arkansas. Making an overt appeal for the
support of rural leaders, McMath promised to reduce the tax
on gaaalina for farm usage at least two cents per gallon and
stated that he would expand soil conservation. Mcﬁéth

promised to revise the state tax structure and procedures in
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order to insure fair and equal reasscssment of property and
.to changs the election laws to insure falr and democratic
electiona., McMath successfully evaded a sensitive problem
by stating that there would be no race track established in
Weat Memphis unless the people In that locallity approved the
igsue. Belng the flrst major candidate to commit himself
cn the question, McMath made a rather low bld for the votes
of the old people in Arkansas by promising them a relse of
benefits to the sum of $37.42 per month. Although McMath
failed to state clearly that he was opposed to the national
administration, he warned the audience not to depend on the
federal govermment for all benefits. MeMath promised to
digcuss the road issue in detail in later addresses but did
state that he was opposed to new taxes and that bond iszves
were the method to use in raising money for new roads.
Thompson made his formal opening for the campaign for
governor June 18 at Morrilton., There was a welleattended
parede prior to his address. An airplaneé flew close to the
housetops and dropped thousands of leaflets lauding Thompson,
In his address, Thompson belittled McMath's proposed plan for
additional highway bonds and stated that he favored a pay~
as~you=go plan for the construction of new roads, Deaplte
statsed opposition by educational groups in the atate,
Thompson openly admitted that he favored federal aid to eduw
cation, He agreed with McHath that & reassessment praaésﬁ

was vital for the state's tex structure., Thompson made the
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rural voters a better offer for their suffrage than did
McMath by promising to remove all taxes from gasoline bought
for farm use Instead of just a two cent per gallon reduction,
In an apparent effort to gain favor with the powerful liquor
interests, he steted that he would establish an independent
commission to rule on applications for beer and liquor licenses,
thereby removing these applications from politics, Thompaon
disappointed many of the older voters in his sudience by
promising to ralse the old age bensfits but failing to specify
any certain amount., He promised to work for the building of
a state medical center in Iittle Rock. Without a great
amount of flery oratory, Thompson calmly stated his oppo-
sition to civil righte legislation at which voint the crowd
interrupted his address by wild cheering.

Jack Holt formally opened his campaign June 20, 1948,
at Searcy. He addressed a large crowd from the steps of the
courthouse, He stated that he would bulld a thousand miles
of roads with no new tsxes or bonds necessary. Before he
could explain how he would exactly accomplish thig feat, a
heavy rain began to fall, forcing hls audience to seek shel~
ter within the bullding., Holt neglected to continue hie
speech at the point of the interruption but very quickly be-
gan talking on a subjeect which he was certaln would please
his listeners. Holt devoted most of the remainder of his
speech to a subject which he planned to inject constantly
into the campeigne-civil rights leglislation, A stranger at
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thias meeting might have well belleved that Holt was laborw
ing under the delusion that Harry Truman was his opponent
for the governorshlp. Holt mads every eflfori possible to
convince his audience that, while MclMsth was directly conw
‘nected with the Truman edministration and ita i&éﬁ1a, he was
totally oppossd to Truman's politics in thisg respect, Obvie
ously using the "firat liar hasn't a chance™ teéchnique, Holt
outbid McMath for the old folks' vote by flatly promising
$4,0.00 per month for benefits, He joined Thompson in his
effort to gain support from the rural leaders by agreeing
that there should be no tax at all on gasoline purchased

for farm use., In the accepted style of Arksnsas'! politicians,
Holt made a vague remark sbout raelsing teachers'! salaries
but failed to explain the amount of the increase or the
source of money for such & move,

Merritt chose Montlicello for the site of his formal
opening which oceurred June 27, He stated his opposition to
new bond 1ssues but sald that he would raise new taxes by
four methods: (1) more tax on liquor, (2) more tax on cars
and trucks, (3) higher licenses for trucks, transports, and
busses, and (L) a sales tax on bus tickets., According to
Merritt, thls new revsnue would bes spent for the construction
of new roads, Merritt definitely fell into the bracket of
a minor candldate by advocating new taxes slnce such is a
cardinal sin in the volitiecal cirolss of Arkansas. Merritt
proudly proclaimed that the state organizastion of the
Veterans of Forelgn Wars was actively supporting him in his
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bid for the governorship. Merritt accused Thompson of
stealing his original pay-as-you~go plan for state expendlw-
turss. Hoping to gailn the suoport of those throughout the
state who were avid admirers of the outgolng governor, Ben
Laney, Merritt praised Laney and his sdministration very
highly and stated that he would keep up Laney's policies on
education, fiscal matters, civil rights legislation, and

general progress. WMerritt joined the open auction for the

old people's suffrage by placing the highest bid to date-~
$50 per month for old age benefits.

Herritt jolned the chorus of MoMath's opponents by
placing a cartoon in the newspapers condemning McMath for
recelving the support of ex-governors Balley and Adkins,
These clever drawings showed "Doctor" 31d feeding Homer and
Carl, two infants with faces resembling Bailey and Adkins.
The crib holding the bables was labsled "machine politics.”

During this first phase of the campaign Holt made an
open bld for the votes for the mothers throughout the state
by ‘inserting in the newspapers a plcture of himself and his
gray-haired mother. This pilcture was accompanied by a heart~
touching letter written by Holt's mother pleading with the
voters to give her son their suffrage, Although this trite
and sentimental gesture provakeava‘gieat deal of lsughter
in some circles, many women were duly impressed with the
advertisement,

The only other candidate who made an attempt to reach

the voters through this sentimental medium was John Lonsdale.



8nace was nurchased in all the major nswspapers which showed
Mrs., Lonsdale's pieture with a short touching apveal for sup-
wort of her son, |

Although no one took the campalgns of the minor cane-
didates serinously, they afford several interssting sidelights
1n this contest. Some of the vlstforms and modses of came
paigning as advancsd by thase minor candidates are worthy of
mention at this volnt,

One of the most amazing rroposals made by any can-
didate was brought to light June 16 when Loftin stated in a
public address that he would reduce the countlies from seventy-
five to twenty~five., He clalmed that, by taking this action,
the cost of stats government would be reduced by half, In
%1@% of the necessity of local areas of support in Arkensas
politics, Loftin and his idea msy be placed In the novice
cabsgory,

Another minor eandidate, Lonsdale, came forth with
soms radlcally different suggzestions., For examvle, he adw
vocated the repeal of the poll tax wlth revenue to be
ralsed by severance taxes in order to replace the logs of
the atate'’s Iincome which would occur as a result of such
action. This liberal belief certainly galned no favor for
Lonasdals from such entsrprisses as the Lion 01l Company.
Ionasdale, forgetting his self-admitted Huey P, Long 1deal-
ism, advocated the requiring of a citlzen's recelnt of pay=

ment of personal and property texes befors belng permitted
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to vote, Someone from the esstern counties of the state
must have suggeated thls idesa to Lonsdale since these coune-
ties are heavlly populated by Negroes. Open racing, bars,
and gambling composged planks In Lonsdale's startling plat-
form. Keeping in mind the great importance of the Baptist
Church in Arkensas politics, one canpt help but admire the
pollitical foolhardiness of this candidate, Seeming to be
desirous of slienating the business interests, Lonsdale
also advocated the removal of the retall sales tax and the
requliring of the wholesalers only to pay the tax. Hig proe
posal for toll roads shocked the trucking firms, and his
advocacy of another severance tax in order to raise old age
benefits to #50,00 per month stunned the Lion 01l Company
even more. Lonsdale vnianned to remedy the school nroblems
in a safe manner by appointing a commission from the Unie-
versity of Arkansas to examine the school needs. This naive
candidate made hundreds of speeches throughout the state,
drawing scant listeners. His method of attracting attention
was rather unlaque, He merely drove his car with a loud
speaker mounted atop and a beautiful yacht drawn behind,
The author remembers Lonsdale's appearance in Texarkana
where he pralsed Husy P. Long lavishly and warned the peoe
ple against the evils of strong drink. In a personal cone
versation after his address, the writer was offared a drink
from a near-empty bottle. It is interesting to note, in

view of the preceding, that Lonsdale stated that he would
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take over the liquor busgziness and use the fifty million
dollars profit yearly from thls enterprise for the bullding
of roads., No candldate in the political history of Arkansas
succeeded in making s0 many enemies in such a short period
of time as did John Lonsdale.

Charles Fleming conducted a one-man campaign and managed
to furnish much splce and variety to the entire rsce, He
would drive his car into a town and play "Who Threw the
Overalls in Mrs. Murphy's Chowder" and other Irish songs on
hils loudspeaker before addressing the scant gatherings he
drew, Just as soon as any crowd of any note would assemble,
Fleming would begin., ¥™irst he would tell the voters that he
had served four terms as County Judge of St, Francis County.
He would point out that the state spends more money for
squirrels (Game and Pish Commission) than for grandmas (State
Welfars Commission). Without elaboration, he would always
state that he was the poor man's friend. He would be lavish
in his praise for Laney and would assure the voters that he
desired Laney for a third term. He would assert that Laney
was the best governor for the past forty~five years,

FPleming enjoyed making fun of himself, telling his listen-
ers that he was called "Round Pond" or "Santa Claus." He
always managed to keep the interest of his small crowds by
liberal usage of Negro jokes. He promised $60,00 per month
for old age benefita, the highest bid for the old folka!
vote made by any candldate. Although Fleming frequently
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attacked McMath's road program, he spoke chiefly of his
rlans to promote a 42,1100 minimum wage for teachers and
for better roads with no new taxes nor bonds., Fleming
freely admitted that he drenk and gambled frequently.
Political observers of the state labeled Fleming's campaign
a final fling of a rich old men. Fleming seemed to consider
his campsalign a serious affalr, however, as witnessed by hia
regular closing remark to his addresses: "I don't need to
be governor but the people need me. . . . It takes a man
of my age and experience to keep the politi§a1 sharks out
of the state treasury.“Bh

The other minor candidate who lasted throughout the
campaign was William Jennings of Texarkana. This obscure
real estate dealer equipped his old car with siuns and a
loudspeaker and campaigned one day in his home town. The
author attended a political rally at the Killer County
courthouse where various county politicians addressed thou-
sands of v;ﬂ:ers. Jennings was introduced last, and as he
approached the rostrum, the c¢rowd vanished. His non-commital
address was heeded by only six people. This 1llustration
points out the degree of seriousness Janninga' campalgn
was afforded by the electorate.

The other candidates were faring better in their quests
for votes and a brief study of thelr spesch-making is neces-

sary in order that thelr mode of campaigning may be better
understood.

Mrvid., July 25, 19L8.
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From the earliest days of the campaign it became quite
apparent that Jack Holt had every intention of making the
eivil rights legilaelation proposals of President Truman his
1ssue for the campalgn. He repeatedly warned his audiences
that such laws would bring communist and dictatorship control
to the United 8tates., Holt polinted out during these {lrst
days of the campalgn that he had no political machine's
support in the conteat. He dealt in glittering gensralities
during the first phase of the campaign while discussing sueh
lssues as schools, roads, and vensionas. He assured the
erowds that he Tavored these items in bigger and bstter form
but saved the detalls of hls plans on these issues until the
closing days of the campalgn.

Jemes "Uncle Mao" McKrell surprised everyone early in
the campalgn by drawlng huge crowds and gaining unexpected
support, McKrell stayed on firm ground at first by telling
his supporters that he would ralse the teasachers' salaries
and blacktop 9,756 miles of roads without raising new taxes
or floating bonds. Kseeping in the best traditions of
Arkensas politics, he refused to reveal his plans for these
amazing feats during the early daye of the contest. Ralph
Jones, the 3tate Educational Commissioner who pursued a plean
of consolidation of schools, was the subject of "Uncle
Mac's" scorn in his early speeches., MNcKrell appealed to
the rural voters by stating that he would protect thelr little
schoolhouses by firing Jones, This candidate's method of
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fund-ralsing has already bseen discussed. However, anothsr
interesting scheme was announced by McKrell early in the
campaign. Local organizations were urged to auction off
home-made ples at his rallies and the money turned over to
his campaign fund. This method was especlally popular with
rural peopls and McKrell gathered & large amount of currenecy
with the process.

514 McMath followed a heavy schedule of speseche-making
during the early days of the campaign. He devoted most of
this time to revealing his background to the voters, stress-
ing his war record and hls anti-machine activities in Hot
Springs. McMath managed to remain fairly general about such
1saues as schools and pensions but eagerly explained the
complete details of his road program early in the campaign.
Using the facilitles of statewide radio hookups, McMath
firast explained his proposed plans for road bullding July 3,
1948, According to McMath, additional borrowing of dollars
was necessary in order to prevent the state's losing mlillions
of dollars in federal matching funda. He stated that if his
program was accepted, $80,000,000 would be used on rosads
within the next four years and at the end of this perlod,
the atate's bonded highway indsbtedness would be only
#13,710,000 higher than st the present time. McMath
explained that the state was to receive 120,070,000 in
1949 by vorrowing only $7,900,000. The federal govern-
ment was to match this amount with $8,000,000. An
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additional four million would come {rom current highway
revenues. This process was to be repeated each year through
1952, The voters would be given an opportunity to approve
each of the four bond issues, MclMath asserted that there
woere three methods of ralsing highway funds belng advocated
by the candldatest "(1) Pay-as-you~go~to-RUIN or no new
highways untll the last of 1972, or lncrease in taxes, or
less ald to county roads; (2) some mysterious magical plan,
as yet unrevesled, or (3) the realistic use of our eredit,"35
While not actually mentioning his opponents by name, McMath
made 1t gquite clear In these early speeches that plan number
one belonged to Thompson while plen number two was Holt's,
chra&l folt obliged to answer McMath's speech pere
taining to the building of roads and he did so on hils usual
radio program the following day. According to him, the
Panawer to the state's highway problem 1s more intelligent
uses of machlinery, money, and manpower that we already have,
and if this 1s done, there would be vast improvement in the
highway system wlthin three years without a cent increase in
taxes or floating a dollar in bond 1ssues."36 lcKrell von-
cluded his broadcast with an obvious attempt to gain favor
with the many local leaders of the state by stating that he
would cooperate with all the county judges 1n order to achieve

this goal.

351b1d., July 3, 1948.
361b1d., July L, 1948,
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The other candidates preferred not to reveal the exact
plans of their road programs until later in the campalgn.

MeMath's explanstion of his road program brought forth
a multitude of favorable comments from local leaders. Many
of these leaders had been uncertain up to this point in the
campalign as to which candlidate would recelive their support,
Typleal of these local leaders who examined McMath's road
program and decided that he was the man to support 1is
Reece Caudle, & well-known lawyer living in Russellville.
Caudle states: "I voted for McMath in 1948 because he had
& road progrem which I thought would be helpful to Arkansas,
especially to my section of Arkansas,"37 Caudle's statement
is not only revealing in thag it shows the limportance of
the road issue in Arkansas pdlities but also because 1t
showa the concern local leaders have for the benefits
for their particular section of the state, Caudle is
typical of the local leader who welghs the issues and the
gualifications of the candidaée carefully, makes his
declsion, and is insﬁrumental{in his ehoice belng wimner in
the district. |

At this half-way mark of the campaign, it would be well
if the actual style of campai@ning~wers examined in order
to ascertain the various tactics used and the effectivaness

of the methods. A definite trend has astablished 1taslf at

37

1952 Letter to the writer from Reece Caudle, dated July 11,
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this point of the campalgn which reveals soms Interesting
methods employed by the candidates In their respsctive
campaligns,

"incle Mac" McKrell was vigorously stumping the entire
state with his unorthodox but effectlive style of campaigning.
"Uncle Mac™ and his religious quartet had campaigned for
Colonel T. H, Barton, the exepresident of the Lion 01l
Company, in 194} when he ran for the United States Senate,
thus bringing some degree of fame to himself., McKrell and
his quartet had helped defeat the Arkansas Bducational
Association's initlated act of 1946 calling for the consoli-
dation of schools, "Uncle Mac"” was now often reminding the
voters that "My folks remember how I saved theilr beasutiful
1ittle schools from destruction two years ago and thsy will
stay with me now, "38

McKrell opened his rallies by singing such atirring
songs as "Keep on the Firing Line," "Everybody will be Happy
Over There," "I'm on the Battlefleld for My Lord," and
"Down Deep in My Soul."

"Unecle HMac" would then list his qualifications and
talk thusly of his sins: "Itve consumed senough liquor to
float & battleship, Maybe I did chase a few women years
ago, but I didn't catch up with many of them, Th& Lord

has forgiven me. I hope you'll do the same,"3?

381p14,, July 5, 1948,
391p14.,



McKrell would then promise to blacktop every state
highway within three years and to grade and gravel every
school bus and mail route within ninety days~-all at no in-
erease in taxes, He would then warn the people that Ralph
Jones, the State Commissioner of Education, wanted to conw
solidate their schools and that only "Uncle Mac" could
save them, Although he falled to reveal his plans, he would
promise to pay off individual schoocl debts,

McKrell stated that he would permit farmers to buy
their gasoline for farming purposes tax free and would
hasten to assure the farmers that he trusted them more than
Little Rock's big shota, BShades of Jeff Davis were apparent
when "Uncle Mac® would label a civic elub ", , . a place
where men meet, eat, belch, and do nathing.“hc

All of the candidates for governor were assured by
"Uncle Mae™ McKrell at each of his rallies that he would
never gslur them, He merely stated that only he could glve
the people roads and schools and pensions. He repeatedly
announced that, if elected, he would continue his dally
radio programs from the governor's office.

Regardless of the locality of MeKrell's address, he
never falled to show pletures,on a gcreen,of his two homes
for unwanted children; one home at Arlberg and the other at
Mabelveale., He managed to assume a completely plous air

while showing these plctures of hls wards,

4Oy 4,



MeKrell would always c¢all on a local preacher to close
the meeting with a prayer. These usually wers stated in
auch terms as these: "Dear Lord, all of the other candidates
are just politicians. Please watch over 'Uncle Mac' and have

nlid

the people vote for him. At this point, the quertet would
pick up the buckets and about 75 per cent of the audlence
would make a contribution to the campalgn efforts of thelr
hereo. "Uncle Mac" would bid them all good night, shake
hands, and say, "Qod bless you."™

McKrell conducted his campalgn with one thought in mind: ‘
get the rural vote, His tactics, programs, and words were
all arranged perfectly to apreal to the rustic elements of
the population. HMcErell realiged the full importancs of
the support of local leaders asnd made it a point to single
these rural leadsrs ocut. One is impresaed with the fact that
McKrell was attempting to repest Jeff Davis! technique of
creating a clash between the rural and city populations. His
surrounding himself with a religious atmoesphere was bound to
have an effect on the voting habits of the deeply pious but
non~educated populace.

Holt was busy stumping the entire state with a thorough
campalgn. His troupe would go into s small town playing Bing
Crosby records and a ocrowd would gather at the courthouse.

Holt would tell the people not to forget that they granted
him thelr support during the times he was campaigning for

hlIbid.

L
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Attorney General., He did not, of course, mention the fact
that the voters had rejected his bid for the United States
Senate, During this firast part of the campalgn, Holt would
condemn McMeth's road program and spesk only briefly about
his nlans on this issus, He would, invariably, quots poetry
pralsing the 0ld folks and never falled in his efforts to

bring tears to the eyes of his listeners, When he would

begin discussing his favorite issue, oivil rights legislation,

he would remove his coat, unloosen his tie, tousle his halr,
and make a "ilrm stand defending segregation. The crowd
would cheer him on. At the close of the rally, Holt would
see a few of the most lmportant Individuels in the crowd
and then hurry on for his next speaking engagement.
Throughout the campaign McMath conducted his affalrs
with a maximum degres of organlzation and effectiveness,
His cars would arrive in a town playing "The Marine Hymn"
and 'The Stars and Strives Forever.," MeMath would walk up
and down the sldewalks asking individuals for their support.
His campaign headquartsrs would mail out a letter to each
voter in the dlstrict announcing the date and time when
McMath was to speak, McMath'as famous gift for memory of
names won him great acclsim and support. He maintained s
"Very Important Person" list and consulted it faithrfully.,
His speeches dealt chiefly with machine politics and his
road program. A cowboy band and a small circus often acw
compaenied him on hils trips. McMath was noted for wearing

white shirts and only red tiszs., His hands were often
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swollen because of his insistence upon shaking hands with

eavery one in sight.

licMath stressed his background and character while
tallking with various local leaders. Many were determined to
support him, not because of his platform, but merely because

of his background., The following letter from & Fort Smith
businessman is typical of the local leaders in the state who

actively supported McMath on the basis of his early back-
ground:

My wife and I were down at Hot Spring on Lake
Hemilton fishing about five years ago, when Sid McMath
was serving as Prosecuting Attorney. We were staying in
& cabin out at Burchwood Bay on the lake, One evening,
the man who operated the dock and his wife, and the man
who owned the cabins and his wife came over and wers
visiting with us. T told them that I believed they had
something in this boy Sid McMath as Prosecuting Attorney,
and they said they certainly did. Then one of them sald:
'T want to tell you about that boy., His father iz a
barber and a drunkard. They moved up here from Magnolia
when he was about ten years old, He jolned our Sunday
School class and our Church. He shined shoes, sold
newspapers and magazines on the streets to s upvort the
family. %hen he was sixteen, he organigzed a Sunday
School class of 300 boys, and he called 1t the Sid
MeMath Clasa,

The Men's Class was very much encouraged by the
boy's activities and we sent for him to make us a talk,
which he did. We were very much impressed and after he
left, we prepared a resolution agreeing to send him
througzh any college in the nation and pay all his bills,
We sent for him and he read the statement. He got up
and wiped the tears out of his eyes and sald he con-
sidered it a great compliment but he could not take the
money. He told us he could scrub floors and wash dishes
and go through any college in the natlon and could be
elected Governor of Arkensas,!

I was so impressed with this story that when I
arrived home, I wrote Sid McMath a letter and told him
I was for him and I didn't care what office he ran far.ha

kﬁbettar to the author from Robert A. Young, dated
July 18, 1952,
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Such tales as this one about McMath were well circu-
lated and the effect was favorable., The fact that McMath
had broken the power of the McLaughlin machine was con-
stantly brought before the voters and lmpressed numerous
local leaders. The following letter from Mrs. Royce Upshaw,
one of the state's leading woman public flgures, serves as
an example of those local leaders who were lavish in thelr
praise of McMath because of his antl-machine record:

e ¢« » » Nhen I met Sid McMath for the first time, he
waa a candidate for the office of Prosecuting Attorney
of @srland County. Hia opposition was the MeLgughlin
Machine in that County. Our interests wers in common
at this time, because of the fact that my husband, E. .
Royce Upshaw, was opposing the Bond Machins here in
our home county of Crittenden, 514 and Royce and thelr !
so~candidates were called the 'GI's' because they were
all veterans of World War II. As you know, 8id was
successful, I might mention here that my husand loat
by sixteen votes, after more than 1,000 absentee
ballots were counted, Of course, these absentee
ballots were 'prepared! by the Machine. 8o much for
that, but, I am merely trying to reveal to you how
elosely related our thinking and associations and
actions have been. . . . 35id 13 a man of integrity.

He will not have any part in anything that is unjust
or unfair to any individuel or group whose principles
are irreproachable. The c¢riticism he has recelived
from those whose minds are corrupted, by 'machine
politicians,' has been biased. . . ,h

Thompson made an intensive, if not too well~organized
stunpling tour of the state. His loudspeaksr car would roll
inte a town playlng "Texarkana Baby" and he would speak
briefly to the crowd. Thompson's campaign was desligned
chiefly to attract the votes of two large segments of the

electorate--the farmers and educators, ®hile he dlscussed,

h3L@ttar to the asuthor from Mrs. Royce Upshaw, dated
August 9, 1952, '
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such 1saues as civil rights legisletion, roads, and pensions
in vegue and general terms, he devoted most of his speeche
making to acquainting the voters with his outstanding backe
ground as a farm expert and educator. His speeches and
advertisements played up the theme of Thompson, the Typical
Arkansawyer, In an effort to offset McMath's povular war
record, Thompson made it clear that‘ha had served during
World War I. Thompson assured the voters constantly that
the reason he left his position in Washington with the Dew
partment of Agriculture was because Henry Wallace was much
too radical for his taste,

Shortly after the middle point In the campalgn had been
reached, McMath ran advertisements in most of the leading
newspapers outlining his proposed bond issue plan for builde
ing roads. In these he challenged all other candidates with
this statementt "I challenge my opposition to submit its
highway program (if any) TO THE PEG?LE.“uh This is merely
one example of the many times McMath was successful in his
attempts to place his opponsnts on the defensive, a practice
which 18 necessary in Arkansas politics,

Two days following MoMath's challenge, Holt spoke on
a statewlide radio hookup from Port Smith and announced his
long-awaited road program. He stated that he would borrow
$16,000,000,00 from the surplus investment account. The
federal government would match thls fund with $1l,700,000.00.

huArkaaaaa Gazette, July &, 1948,
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There would be §8,000,000 fertheoming undsr the present
allocation of current revenues plus $1,300,000 from other
highway revenues. All of this, Holt msintained, would
equal $0,000,000 for a two-year program and the state
would repay one million per year to its own surplus invest~
ment account. He emphasized that the interest would be
pald to the state under his plan. Holt then attacked new
bond issues by asserting that "high-powered corporation
attorneys must be pald fat fees to exsmine end approve the
issues . . . bonds must be devised and lithographed . . .
the cost to be borne by the taxpayer . . . the candidate
that expects to bulld roads through this medium states that
he expects to have not one bond f{ssue but four . . . &
field day for bond attorneys, bond buyers, and brokerat”hs

Thompson ignored, forthe most part, McMath's challenge
by repeating his opinion that new roads should be built on
& pay-as-you~-go plan.

After Holt announced the detalls of his road program
and attacked McMath's program, several important events oc-
curred in rapid succession in the political arens.

Bob Ed Loftin of Fort Smith announced that he was with-
drawing from the race and throwing his support to McMath.
Loftin urged his supporters to line up for McMath because

he Telt that his road program would best benefit the state.

hSIbid., July 7, 1948.
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McMath received his second big boost towards the
governorship when J, M. Malone of Lonoke, the gubernatorial
candidate who had receilved over seventy thousand votes in
1946, announced that he was going to support McMath openly.
This outstanding politicsl leader stated that he was con-
vinced that McMath's road program would get the job done.

This same day, however, James Bland and Beverly
Lambert, members of ex-governor Balley's administration,
announced thelr ective supvort of Horace Thompson. Thia
announcement 1llustrates the fact that no state leader is
able to masintain continual supvort in his political affairs.

licMath received more help in his bid for the governore
ship when ex-governor and respected political lesder J. M.
Futrell announced that he was in complete agreement with
McMath's plan for road building.

Jack Holt received his share of new support when James
Merritt withdrew from the campaign and announced his support
of Holt because of his road program. Merritt atated, "I
think the people are overwhelmingly against a new bond issue
and look with disfavor on new highway baxas.“hé

Governor Laney stated that he was entirely neutral in
the current campaign but readlly admitted that some of his
close associates were active in thelr support of Thompson,

however, Laney further stated that he believed Holt's pro-

gram for roads was the best one submitted.

bOypsa., suly 9, 1952.
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These anncuncements explain the vast lmportance of roada
a8 an issue in Arkansas polities., They pra#57£hat state and
local politicel figures regard thils issue as one of supreme
consequence and base thelir declisions upon the offérings of
the various candidates, « N

During the final days of the campalgn the aaﬁdid&t@#
renewed thelr efforts to galn the support of loecal leaders
and voting groups. McKrell reaffirmed each day hig plana to
e¢all in all the county judges for a discussion on roads and
all county superintendents for a dlscussion on schools,
Although(ﬁcﬁrelz avoided any dlscussion on his personal
views in detall on these two issues, he attempted to create
the i1dea that he would be completely democratic by vonfer-
ring witg all local leaders,

mcﬁréll followed his religious theme to the very end
of the campalgn by posting a series of dally adv@rtis@m&ntﬁ
in the newspapers, pralsing himeelf for his charity works
snd quoting passages from the Blble such as: "Let your light
80 shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in Heaven, "7

McMath devoted most of his time during the closing
daye of the campalgn to explalining the detalls of his road
program to the voters, MNost of his speeches and advertise-
ments dealt with that lssue, McMath continued making use of

cartoons as a method of selling his program to the pesople.

471p1d., July 18, 19L8.
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One of these 1s a good example of a candlidate attempting to
create & bad impression on his opponents in the eyes of the
voters., It Qlapped at Holt's road program by showing a robe
ber in the state treasury pointing a gun at the public wel-
fare window, at the teachers' retirement fund window, etec.
The captiocn under this cartoon was "Robbing Peter ﬁé Pay
Paul,"

‘MolMath conducted a glant rally at MacArthur Park in
Little Rock near the end of the campalgn, This rally, de~
signed to appeal to the voters of Arkan;&a* largest city,
featured Harjorie Laurence, Metropolitan Opers star.

Holt's campaign received a severe seteback near the
close of the campsign when the Arkansas Educational Associw
ation, a powerful factor in Arkansas politlecs, issued a
statement maintaining that his road program would endanger
the school systems., Not all educators agreed with this statew
ment, however, since Wallace Ely, superintendent of schools
in Killer County introduced Holt at a picnic in Texarkana
and publicly defended his road program,

Holt spent most of his time during the final days of
the campalgn valnly attempting to offset the unfevorable im~
pression which the Arkansas Educational Associstion's state~
ment had made upon him, According to Holt, only a few of
the top offlclals in this organization had been instrumental
in the issuing of this statement and he firmly stated that
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most educators of the state approved his'program and did
not fear any harm for the schools as a result,

Desnpite the fact that the governor of the staste, Ben
Laney, had publicly admitted that he had no preference in
the campaign, he ceme to the ald of Jaeck Holt in this cone
troveray over the statement made by the Arkansas Wducational
Assoclation., Laney asserted that this organization's indict~
ment of the Holt program did not "represent the true thought
of the school teachers of Arkansas,"l8

Desplte the fact that Holt made every attempt to ex-
plain the virtues of hils program, he wes again placed on the
defensive and, being an astute politiclan, realized that
such a position could only mean a logss of votes,

Several of Holt's final speeches contained lavish
promises to farmers, stock feeders, and dalrymen., He prome
ised to help them get cheap fertilizer, good feed, new seed,
and tax-free gasoline. This last minute attempt to attract
the suffrage of these groups was an obvious attempt on
Holt's part to offset Thompson's popularity in this segment
of voters. Holt feared that Thompson might win the coveted
spot on the run-off ticket with McMath, leaving Holt the
third man in the race,

Az ls customary in gubernatorial elections, the lead-
ing caendldates predicted the outcome of the election the
day before casting of ballots., Holt's campalgn headgquarters

L81bia., July 25, 1948.



bravely declared that he would lead in forty~-two countlea.
McMath's headgquarters clalimed he would lead in fifty-five
counties and wéuld poll over 30,000 more votes than his
nearest opponent,

McKrell closed his campalgn in Hot Springs at Whit-
tington Park with a combination consisting of parades, fire-
works, and his quartet. "Uncle Mac® informed the voters
that Adkins and Bailey were running S$1d for governor while
Laney was running both Holt and Thompson. This was an evi-
dent effort on McKrell's vart to creste ths impraaaianlthah
he was the only candidate without organizational backing.
"Unele Mac" closed his final speesch in his usual fashion
by gquoting the Ten Commandments,

HcMath conducted his closing rally at Hot Springs also,
Thousands of his supporters asssmbled at Rix Stadium where
they ware entertained with bands playing snappy marches,
gsongs; with free cold drinks, and with MeMath's closing ad-
dress which contained, chiefly, a brief review of his road
program and a severe atteack on machine politics, The
voters were greeted on election day with MoMath's face grine
ning out of a fullepage advertisement with only one word on
the vage: "Thanks,"

The flnal results of the primary election for the

Democratic nomination for governor in 1948 were:

MeMath 87, 829
Holt 60,313
MoKrell 37,030
Thompson 8,67
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Fleming 1,661
Lonsdale 1,267
Jennings 688

¥elMath ran well in southwestern Arkansas In the
counties in the vieinity of his home, He won pluralitles
in other counties scattered over the state., Although McMeth
:ha& participatsed in no Negro~balting, he did surprisingly
well in some counties where it mlight have been supposed that
Holt's raclal appeals would have been very popular. Thi#
could bes explalined, perhapa, in the acknowledgment of the
important role local leaders vlayed in these counties,
MoMath dild quite well in several northern counties which
ssem to appreclate tho label "Progressive™ on a candidate.
Negro lsaders throughout the state openly boasted of the
fact that, without thelr support, McMath would not have
achieved 2 place in the forthooming run-off slection,

Thompson ran best In the sevaral saatern Arkansas
countias with plantation economics and many Regroes, He
had worked in that area and his wife came from there, His
"local boy®™ appeal coinclded with sentiment favorable to
his opposition to civil rights leglslation, His famming
experience gained him scattersd support in other rural areas
but the bulk of his support came from along the Mississippi
River,

Holt drew his strongest supvort from northwestern
Arkansas where he had once lived. In these predominantly
white countles voters are usually nst much concerned with

the race lssue. They voted for & local boy who eould not
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make much headway in the counties with heavy Negro pop=
ulation despite his poasition on civil rights,
McKrell ren well In the counties located in the middle
of the state which were in range of his daily radio broad-~
casts. These counties, populated with small farmers, voted
for the man who talked and acted as ons of them, MoKrell |

was noticeably weak 1n populated centers,

Run-off Election

To the average cltizen of Arkansas it appeared as though
514 McMath and Jack Holt were taking a few days off for s
rest period before plunging into the final strugple for the
Democratic nomination for govermor. This was a completsly
false impression, however. Both candldates were busy pare
ticivating in that part of Arkanses politics which the averw
age voter naihher sees nor shares--the beck room conferences,
Rumors fly in Little Rock for the first few days following
a primary election as the political observers speculste on
the important guestion of whiah candidate will receive the
support of those aspirants who were defeated in the primary.

As a genersal, rule one of the remalning candidates in
the run~-off election is favored with the announeed support
of most of the defeated candlidates, leaving hls opponent fac-
ing an uphill battle. This waes not the case in 1948, however.
Horace Thompson issued a public statement announcing his
intentions of supperting Sid MeMath in the run-off election

and urged his supporters to do the same, "Uncle Mac"
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McEKrell beceme a major campalgn issue himself, In an attempt
to belittle the fact that McKrell wes sctively supporting
Holt, McMath declared that the preacher could not possibly
swing voters over te Holt, In this first attack on this new
political combination, McMath said, ". . . the people of
Arkansas would not elect James McKrell governor . . « this
was proved by the July 27th returns. . . they certainly will
not elect him by praxy;“hg

While McMath was in the process of informing the people
of Opal about what he considered to be an unholy alllance
between his two opponents, McKrell unexpectedly appeared at
the rally, Kaﬁath, in a show of sportsmanship, calmly ine
vited McKrell to take over the atage and explain hia'atand
to the votera, After entertaining the audience with a few
songs by his religious quartet, McKrell told the audlence
that the main resson he was now supporting Holt was that
Holt had aceepted his program, The fact that both were ope
posed to the Arkanses Educational Assocciation influenced his
opinion greatly, McKrell declared. He further explalned:
f. +« « Mr. Holt sald he would fire State Educational Com-
missioner Ralph B, Jones the day he takes office. I can
look any cltizen in the eye and tell him I did not get any
money out of either greup.“gﬁ According to MeKrell, the
only thing he was receiving for giving his support to Hold

h9xb1d., August 1, 1948.
501bid.
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was the latter's promises that (1) the welfare of the
people would come first, (2) schools and rural roeds would
be improved, and (3) rural schools would not be abandoned
and torn down.

MoMath was not the least bit satisfied with McKrsll's
explanation of why he was supporting Holt. Sensing that he
had an opportunity to place his opponent on the defensive,
McHath spoke on the matter a few nights later saying: "I
haven't decided yet which is my real opponent. I thought
Mr. Holt was, but Mr, McKrell moved into the Holt headw
quarters and now contends that Mr. Holt, if eslected, will
put into effect all of the McKrell prqgram.”sl Reallizing
that the voters of Arkansas admire an underdog, MeMath
clearly revesled his intentions of announsing at every op-
portunity that he hed two opponents in the run-off election
and that something was unsavory about the entire affair.

MoMath's opposition, now completely on the defensive,
wasted little time in attempting to convince the voters that
McKrell had decided to support Holt only out of a genuine
desire for a good state administration. Denying the persis-
tent rumors which were belng circulated, Holt flatly stated
that McKrell would get no job in the state government.

"Uncle Mac,™ now the constant companion of his former politi-

cal snemy, gave a brief statement at the same gathering

511516., August 3, 19l8.
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assuring the crowd that he had received no money as & result
of his active support in behalf of Holt's candldacy.
For a few days the question of McKrell's support of Holt

remalned dormant, McKrell was present at all of Holt's
rallies where he cleverly advertised his flour and acted as
a master cheerleader, "Uncle Macts" gquartst continued sooth-

ing the crowds with such songs as "Down Deep in My Soul.”

It was becoming increasingly evident that more and more of
McKrell's supporters were attending Holt's rallies and were
beginning to agree with thelr favorite that they should sup-

port Holt in the run-off election. McMath was cognizant of
the trend of affairs and reallszed that some drastic asction

must be taken at once in order to place his palr of opponents

in a position which the voters would regard as unpleasant.
Mclath made an address to the people of Arkansas over

a statewide radio hookup the night of August L. He claimed

that McKrell, through an emlssary, offered to support him

in the run-of'f election for %25,000. MNcMath's version of

the incident was as follows: ", ., . McKrell sent an

emiassary to me and offered his support for $15,000 down

and $10,000 when the election was over on the further con-

tention that he be permitted to name both the Revenue Commise-

sioner and the Commissloner of Zducation. Needless to say,

as events indicate, the proposition was flatly rarusad*“sz

527p14., August 5, 1948.
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The following night in & spa&ch at Jonesboro, McKrell
gave hls version of the affalr as follows: "Before the first
primary MoMath offered me $5,000 to help me in my camyaign¢’
After the primary, S51d MceMath took my hand and offered me
$15,000 and $10,000 after the election to remain neutral
and stay out of the run-off campalgn. . . . Since MHclMath
could not get my support, they got mad and have attacked
my character with silly statements and cart@an&.”53

Throughout this short campalgn MeMath continued to
charze his opvosition with corrupt practices and MeKrell
and Holt continued to protest their innocence., This is the
best example of the necessary art in Arkansas nolitics of
placing your opposition in a bad light while creating the
impression for the voters that you are a knight in shining
armor. There can be lltile doubt that McMath gained a large
number of votes by exchange over McKrell's sunport of Holt.
Perhaps Arkensas voters, like most other people, are ready
to hear and belleve bad things about people morse quickly
than the good. Maybe it was just because McMath made the
charge of corruption first on a statewlde address heard by
most Arkensas voters while McKrell anawered the charges in a
minor - address given in the rather obscure town of Joneaboro,
Regardless of the clrcumstances, the effect of these charges
on the electorate were stunning., The majority of the ociti~

zens were qulck to regard McMath's version of the affair as

53114,

—————
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true. The writer personally recalls hearing many people
who were ardent supporters of McKrell remark that they were
sorely disappointed in their leader and would vote for
McMath,

Jack Holt gave the battle ery of the campalign by re-
vealing his intentlons of making the road issue and Negroes
the major factors in the run-off contest., Early in the cam-
palgn Jack Holt posted advertisements in every ma jor news-
paper in the state. These full-page statements listed twelve
gquestions concerning the 1ssues of the campaign as they
manifested themselves to Jack Holt. These questions are
worth repeating in thelr sntirety at this point because of
the impact they created on the entire campaign:

1. B8id, how much interest do you propose to charge the

people of Arkansas on the bonds you want to sell--
bonds the people would be paying for ysars to come?

2. Who would handle your bond deal and get the cream
while the people pay and pay?

3. Isn't it true that under your plan the state high-
way debt will be larger four years from now instead
of smaller?

y. 814, who wrote your bond program and pinned it on
your coat tail?

S. Where do you stand on the race issue?

6. What deals have you made with the Negroes for the
Negro vote?

7+ How many Negroes have you promised to put on the
Negro vote?

8. How many Negroes have you promised to put on the
State Department of ducation?
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Pid your campalgn manager, Henry Woods, receive a
letter from a negro king-pin in Texarkana sayling
that you would get the negro vote in Miller County?

Did the Arkansas State Press, s negro paper in
Little Rock, write an edltorial supporting you for
governor? ‘

Pid the same paper, only last Friday, carry & front
page statement that you got the negro vote and that
the negro vote was responsible for your leading the

ticket?

12. How much money have the negroes aontributéd to your
campalgn?

Holt aonalu&&d his advertisement with the statement:
"Po the great majority of white people, your silence on the
lssues is an Indication of your true gurpcaa.“Eh

Holt firmly believed that he could defeat McMath on
the basis of his answers to these twelve queations., He re-
alized that McMath would probably not lose too many votes
on the basls of his explanation of the road issue, but he
felt certain that he had ralsed an ilssue In the form of the
Negro vote which would embarrass McMath and that thousands
of hls supporters would desert him when he dared to answer
the charges contained in his advertisement. For the first
time in the entire campaign, Holt had his opponent with his
back to the wall, and he was obviously delighted in his
shrewd campaign tactics,

MolMath reallized that he had been pleced in a most

awkward position by Holt's questions. It was quite apparent

to everyone in the McMath camp that the election would eilther

Sl*:rmd., August 1, 1948.



be won or lost by the manner in which their candidate answered
these charges. McMath was faced with the difficult task of
answering the questlons in such a way a8 to pacify the mule
titude of white voters who were suspicious of any candidate
openly supported by a bloc of Negro voters but at the same
time McMath must make a stand which would not reverss his
previously stated belisfs which had won him the overwhelming
support of the Negro leasders throughout the state. His

first answer could serve as a study in fence-straddling for
any political hopeful:

« « « The type ceampaign to which Mr. Holt ls stooping
is based on pre judice and the solution of our problem
is more difficult than that. I have made no deals for
the votes of citizens according to race, color, or
ereed. . » « I will not stoop to & demagoglc appeal
or to reclal hatred in order to get votes. I recog-
nize, perhaps even more than Mr, Holt, that we have
certalin problems pecullar to our state and to our sec~
tion. ‘These problems peculiar to our state can best
be solved through friendly ccoperation of all races
and creeds., I continually have stated my stand on
states' rights in this campaign. My attitude and
oniniona on this question correspond to the basie
principles of the Demoeratic Party of Jefferson and

Jackson and to the provigions agsthe Constitution of
Arkansas and the United States,

Holt wasted no time in rlipping MceMath's snswer on the
racial question to pleces. In a major address Holt in-

formed the voters that McMath had merely sidestepped his
question by stating that he had defiled McMath to tell the

voters how he stood on the clvil rights leglalation question
and all he had talked about was states' rights., Hold was

oareful to point out that there was no connection between

55Tbid.
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these two lssuesa., Holt quoted from the Arkensas State Press,

the Negro newspaper published in Little Roeck, an editorial
urging all Negroes to vote for McMath. A noticeable stir
within the crowd satisfied Holt that he had created the de-
sired atmosphere snd he hastily continued, "If the peopls
of Arkansas are going to sleep on election day and let the
Negroes go out and elect them & governor, I don't want to
be governor ., ., . I have never injured a Wegro and never

sxpect to, but when it comes to soclal equality, that's
where I get 0ff.”56 Holt was quite contented with the re-

sponse from the sudlence--g roaring sound of applause and
shouting which lasted for several minutes. Feeling certain
that he had struck upon the i1ssue which would place him in
the governor's chair, Holt went to great length in an sttempt
to tie MoMath in with Truman's proposed oivil rights legis~
lation on the national level. He pointed out that Mclath's
refusal to flatly deny approval of Truman's policles meant
that he was not opposed to civil rights legislation. Holt
stoutly maintained that social equality of the races would
lead to Communism.

McMath gave Holt a direct answer to his stand on
President Truman's proposed ocivil rights legislation in a
speech the following night by asserting that he was in com-
plete opposition to the prssident in this respect. He

strongly denounced, however, the injection of the racial

501p14,
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issue into the campalgn by his opponent., McMath was fole
lowing his procedure, as witnessed by this address, of
assuring the people of Arkansas that he was not possessed
by a belief favorable to the national administrationts poli-
cles on the racial question while, at the same time, baing~
most careful to caat Holt in the role of a man possessed by
racial hatred in order to malntain the support of the
Negroes,

McMath deserted his plans of handling the racial ques-
tion with extreme care by deciding that it was time to give
the people of Arkansas a lecture on racial prejudice. The
voters of Arkansas desire to be entertalned, not educated.
MceMath reallized thls faet but was determined to reassure the
Negro voters that he was thelr champlon., 3tating that he
had a sane message for sane Southerners, McMath bemoaned
the fact that Holt had been crude enough to inject the
racial issue into the campalgn. He solemnly reminded his

many listeners that the recent war had been fought to elimiw

nate hatred, prejudice, and bilgotry., McMath was most careful,

however, to remind the voters that he favored states' rights,
but many voters were beginning to have serious doubts as to
his sincerity. This attempt by McMath to lecture the citiw
zens of Arkansas on the merits of democracy 1s about as fapr
as a candidate can go in his efforts to show that he has
liberal tendencles insofar as race relations are concerned,
McMath knew that too much of that sort of talk and he would
be left out in the cold.
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By this time the voters of Arkansas were a bit confused
a8 to which was more distasteful--Holt with his demagogie
speeches or MeMath with his somewhat “progressive" attitude
on the subject of race relations, Molath gambled heavily
on his asttemnts to cast Holt in the role es a desperate
demagogue who was willing to do or say anything for a few
votes, Making a supreme effort to place his opponent on the
defensive in this controversy, MclMath charged Holt with
using ". . . the tactics of an accomplished demagogue® who
"+ + « tried to tell you that unless he is elected governor,
the Negroes will take over the government, . ., his entire
approach to this problem is absurd and ridiculous, and you
know 1t."57 MoMath was most meticulous in his efforts to
assure each audience thet he was completely oppossd to civil
rights legislation because they were a violation of states!
rights.

Holt fought back furiously in his attempt to keep the
racial question before the voters, He constantly devoted
a major portion of esch of his addresses to denouncing
Mclath's statements as being hypooritical in his discussions
of this lssues, Holt's asudiances attended his rally with a
sense of eagerness because by now they realized that Holt
was gambling largely on stirring up their anger over the
raclal questlon. Holt, under the influence of McKrell's

mode of campalgning, arranged his rallies to begin with a

57Ib1d., August 3, 1948,
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prayer offered by a respected religious lesder in the dis~
trict. Typlcal of these opening prayers in one offered by
Reverend J, C. Dawson of Conway who introduced Holt to the
voters of that clty as ". , , the David of Arkansas who will
save the people from Gollath, the Phillistines of the North
have invaded the South with thelr civil rights vroposals"
but assured the llsteners that "our David would send them
back?ge

Using cartoons once more in order to get his ideas
across to the peoprls, the newspapers of Augusat h carried an
eye~-catching one designed by the McMath headquarters., It
showed Leo Mclaughlin, the ex-political boss of Hot Springs,
standing on two horses. One animal had the face of Jack
Holt and was labeled "Race Hatred" while the other bore &
resemblance to James McKrell and was labeled "Clasas Pre juw
dice,"

The climaxz of this race relations controversy came

about shortly before the final election day. McMath revealed

a copy of a letter from Holt addressed to Mr. J. C. Gray,
the 3ecretary of the Arkansas Negro Democratic Association,
asking for his support in the elsction. MoMath reminded the
voters that it was Holt who had eonstantly stated ", . . the
c¢ivil rights issue is nmy baby and I cen't talk enough about
it.”59 McMath pointed out that 1t was Holt who was a

581b1d., August L, 1948,
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hypocrite in this c¢ivil rights legislation guasrrel, He
charged that Holt was talking out of both sides of his mouth
at the seme time, as exemplified by hia letter to Gray.

Holt made several feeble attempts to explain that the
letter to Gray was all a big mistake which was caused by an
uninformed clerk in his campaipgn headquarters, McMath re-
peated his charges that Holt was following a campalign which
was loaded with false appearances, He referrad to the Gray
letter at every opportunity. Those psople who were active
supporters of Holt on the basis of his Negro-bailting teche
niques were disgusted with their champion when the Gray let~
ter was revesled. Many voters preferred a truthful candidate
such as McMath to one such as Holt who claimed he did not
want the HNegro vote but was caught in the act actively
soliciting the sans,

Holt quilokly dropned the raclal issus when 1t became
apparent that his opponent had been successful in his at-
tempts to take the offensive and to completely discredlt his
stand on the issue. There could be 1little doubt that MceMath
handled the entlre situation with the utmost cunning and
care,

Leaving the civil rights legislation issue now, we
find that both candidates, cognizant of the Pact that Arkansas
voters harbor an intense hatred for political machines, were
busy trying to label each other a machine candldate, McMath
spent his time and efforts in this phase of the campaign
attempting to connect Holt with the McLaughlin machine in
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Hot Springs and with the gambling interests within the state.
Holt was most asctive in hls efforts to educate the voters
with the fact that ex-governors Balley snd Adkins, along
with some wealthy bond brokers, were supporting McMath in
order that they might actually conduct the affairs of the
state,

McMath Iinjected the machine politics issue into the came
paign during the first days of the run-off contest by charg-
ing that Holt had done nothing to correct election practices
which had helped political machines to control votes while
he was serving his three terms as Attorney General of Arkansas,
McMath stated: "This campaign 1s a fight between Arkansans
who want honest govermment and those interested in restoring
the powers of the state's political gangstera.“ég

Holt countered with the charge that his opposition in
the campaign consisted of a "McMath-Balley-Adkins-Negro come
bine," Attempting to associate MecMath with the two exe
governors who had united in support of him, Holt informed
the voters that McMath wes merely a front for the state
political machines led by Adkins and Balley who planned to
use him in order to plunge the state into a destructive road
bond 1ssue. Holt expressed amazement at a situation which
was puzgzling many political observers in the state when he
exclaimed over the unusual situstion of Adkins and Bailey

agreeing upon something by saying: "How they ever got

601b14., Auzust 1, 19L8.



81

together on this one question is more than I can fathom. . .
they were the worst political enemies I ever saw, "0l He
answered his own question by charging that these two men
planned to run the atate after MoMath took office., Holt
began his first series of friendly advioce to McMath by tell~
ing him to go back to Hot Springs and clean up gambling
there. According to Holt, McMath had falled miserably at
this job.

The two candidates continued to charge sach other with
actively soliciting the support of the various politiecsal
machines throughout the state. MeMath constantly reminded
the voters that hia opponent was belng supported by Leo Mc~
Laughlin and by the gambling interests in the state. Holt
maintained that MclMath was just a pawn for Adkins and Bailey.
Near the close of the campaign, Holt revealed the fact that
McWath had led in the primary election results in the three
boxes in Hot Springs wards controlled by McLaughlin, He
also claimed, wlithout elaboration, that 680 votes were added
to HMcM¥ath's total vote in an unidentified southern Arkensas
county. Both candidates accused each other of having more
money spent in their campaign efforts than any other candie
date in the history of Arkanses polities.

Neither candidate seemed to be able to force his opponent

Into & defensive position on the machine politics issue and

6l1p14,
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before the asctual day of voting, the cltizens were paying
little heed to these charges.

The popular appeal of the civil rights legislation and
Negro problems forced the road lssue, usually the predominant
factor in Arkansas elections, into a place of secondary im-
portance during the run-off campaign. Both candidates
managed to laud thelr plans while assuring the voters that the
state would bs destroyed financially in the event the oppose
ing plan was adopted. McMath repeated the detalls of his
proposed road bond lssue plan to each audience thusly: "In
1948, I suggest we use our credit to borrow eight million
dollars to Se matched by eight million in federal funds
and that we take four milllion dollars from the current reve-
nue fund, That will give us twsnty million dollars for a
road construction and reconstruction program in 19&9, PIO=-
vided you, the people, vote for it, If after this one-year
program you are satisfied, then we will have the same program
egain in 1951 and 1952, provided you vote for it each yaar.“ﬁg

Bldding for the support of the electorate on the baasis
of his road program, Holt asserted: "1 have promised to
bulld one thousand miles of hard surfaced roads in two years
without new taxes or a bond lssue. My opponent has promised
to bulld roads by saddling the state with four more bond
iasuaa.“63 Holt explained in each speech that he would bor-

row money from the state investment fund and repay it at

621114, 631b14.
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the rate of one million dollars per year with no heavy ine-
terest payments.

The road i{ssue had been almost exhausted during the pri-
mary electlion and it 1s doubtful that the voters werse swayed
one way or the other by the arguments of the two candidates
on this gquestion during the run-off campaign. NcMath, taking
up the charge made by the Arkansas Educational Assoclation
during the preceding contest, was successful In his atiempts
to discredit Holt's program by emphasizing the fact that
the aschools would suffer i1f his opponent's ﬁlan was adopted.

J» R. Grant, President of Ouachita College and noted
sducator, alded MeMath's argument in this respect by making
several speeches charging that Holt's road program would
hurt every school in Arkensas. In an attempt to counteract
the impression such esccusations were creating with Arkansas
voters, Holt stated repeatedly that he would actually help
education by saving the state from having to pay interest
on borrowsd money and that money could be diverted to
reising teachers' salaries.

Both candidates devoted part of their speechmaking to
promiging the voters that they would improve the state's
school systems. Neither man advanced a dsteiled plan for
the attainment of an improved gchool system but preferred
to keep his remarks on this issue vague and genersal,

Realizing the great importance of obtaining the support
of local leaders and desiring to create the impression that
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thelr campalgns were assuming a band-wegon stature, both
candldates placed advertisements in the newspapers pro-
elalming certaln individuals of importance were supporting
them., One of McMath's advertisements dlsplayed letters
from Dr. 4. H, Reynolds, the President~Emeritus of Hendrix
College; the pastor of the Central Baptist Church in Hot
Springs, and from Dr. C. Wasaell, the man who achieved
great ame durlng the Japansess invasion of China., Holt's
advertisements along these lines wers of similar nature.

McMath, who expected to receive unanimous support of
the labor unions throughout the state, was aomewhat stunned
when G. L. Grant, attorney at Fort Smith for District #21
of the United Mine Workers of America, announced that his
organization was actively suprorting Holt. On the other
hand, Holt, who expected to receive the blessings of the
local leaders in the eastern plantation counties, recelved
a shock when Jim Craln and several other planters stated
they were working for a MecMath victory.

A perfect example of a candidate seeking sectional
support was that of McMath's courtinz the voters in the
northeastern counties of the state by promising to initiate
action in an effort to get the Missouri and Arkansss rail-
road from Helena to Joplin, Missourl, reopened,

Both eandidates conducted rallies at thelr campaign
headquarters honoring local leaders of the state, McMath's
rally at the Hotel Marion featured Horace Thompson who per-

sonally asked each person pressnt who had voted for him in
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the primary to joln him in support of NcMath., Many people
were present to testify that they had voted for MeKrell in
the primary but would not follow his wishes in the run-of'f
election by voting for Holt,

Holt and McKrell greeted guests at the Holt campaign
headquarters., People were present from each of the state's
seventy-five counties. Local leaders milled through the
thousands of callsrs and urged their veople to vote for Holt.

There was - a large grouv of local leaders who had not
publicly stated their prefersnce in the campalgn. These
leaders belonged to the class which waited until they were
of the qualifications of the respective candidates before
announecing & choice. Holt hoped to reach these local leaders
by streasing his long years of experience in state affairs
and by pointing out MeMath's lack of experience., In each
new locality, the voters were told by Holt that he had served
the people of Arkansas for fourteen years as District Attore
ney, Circult Judge, and Attorney General, while hias opponent
had served only one and a half years in public office.
According to Holt, MeMath spent most of this time running
about the state trying to be governor., Holt maintained that
Mchath had handled only six cases as Prosecuting Attorney
of Garland County and had falled to ksep his promise to put
MecLaughlin behind bars, Holt boasted that he had tried
more cases in three days than McMath had in eighteen months.

Making a momentous effort to belittle his opponent, Holt



describsed MoMath as " . . . a spoiled youth, & thwarted can-
didate who 12 mad at avarybady,“é& In the way of comparlson,
Holt asserted that his calmness, patience, tact, and mature
Judgment would aid him greatly after his election.

Holt's comparison of the two candlidates' experience
pald off good dividends as was witnessed by numerous local
leaders announcing their decision to support the ex-~Attorney

General. Typlcal of these leaders 1s Duvsl L, Purkins, a
former circuit Jjudge and one of the state's most outataend-

ing local leaders, Purkins stated his support of Holt thus:

e « « « While I had every versonal reasson to vote for
MeMath 4in 19li8, T did not support him, I admire his
courage and smbition. Having served eight years in the
General Assembly and as the private secretary to a
Governor, I did not think McMath had sufficient iraine
ing and knowledge of 3tate Govermment to administer

1ts affairs to the greatest good of the grestest number,
I never questloned his sincerity or integrity. It is
my consldered Judgment the art of civil government de-
mands knowledge, experience, and some period of politilcal
activity for the Chlef Executive's office. I did not
think MeMath had acquired knowledge of political
leaders, cost of govermment or the problems of State 6
highways, schools sand present-day sociel legislation. 5

The only other lssue injected into this campaign was a
charge made by Holt that i1f McMath should be elected he would
apend the next two years rumning for the United States Senats.

This was an obvious attempt to create the impression that
McMath was a designing ambitious politician. MNcMath answered

6l1bid., August 8, 1948.

65Lettar to the suthor from Duval L. Purkins, dated
July 15, 1952,
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this charge the following night by stating that he only
aspired to serve two terms as Governor of Arkansas and ﬁhaﬁ
he would not run for Senator in 1950, This denial brought
an end to this campaign issue.

Most of the speechmaking done in this campalgn was
along the general style as established by the two candidates
in the primary election, The only interesting and colopr-
ful incident during the campaign, in the way of speeches,
occurred in the small town of Fordyce early in the campalign.
Both candidates spoke at the same time within one bloeck of
esch other, MecMath on the steps of the Post O0ffice, could
easily hear Holt's sound truck end would answer each charge
as his opponent uttered them, Holt was asked to answer
several questions rendered him by his opponent, McMath asked
him to answer the guestion, "Will you explain at once whether
you intend to appoint James E, McKrell Commissioner of Edu-
cation or Commissioner of Revanua?”éé He demanded to know
whether Holt had oppoaed election rules changes while serv-
ing as Attorney General, MNecMath stated that if 1t were his
intentions to make money off bonds, he would go back to
Garland County and organize a politlecal machine., He charged
Holt with having done nothing to stop political machines,
McMath atated his opposition to eivil rights legislation but
declared that he refused to use the Negro as a whivping boy
during the campalgn., This statement wss met with loud

66 pransas Gazette, August 3, 1948,
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approval by McMath's sudience conslsting largely of Negroes.
Spurred on by the crowd, MclMath shouted his opposition to
any outside interference but stated that such people as Holt
only made matters worse.

While McMath was so addressing his audience, Holt was
down the sgtreet woolng the voters., He revealed his plans
for future legislation thusly: "I will invite the execu-
tives of the Arkansas Educational Association, the presidents
of state supported colleges, and all school superintendsnts
to attend a school conference and solve the school problems
by & majority vote, I will invite every American Segien
and Veterans of Porelign Wars Post and other patrictic organe
izatlons to decide what the state should do for war veterans.
I will take thelr answers and esk the legislature to do as
they raeammanﬁa&,“é?

This statlement, inspired by MoKrell, 1s the best example
avallable of a candidate appesling to ths support of local
leaders by promising to take their suggestions in a demo~
eratic method and acting upon them.

During his FPordyce address Holt, quite noticeably, ig-
nored hls usual technique of Negro-balting. He stuck to
such safe subjects as equal state aid for sechools, parks,
and hospitals. This was due, probably, to the large nmumber

of Negro votesrs present,

671p14,

velindigensopeose.



89

"Uncle Mac" McKrell was present and passed out over one
hundred free sacks of flour. After entertaining the crowd
with soveral songs by his quartet, McKrell made a brief
speech in which he praised Holt generously and condemned the
issue of new bonds as proposed by HeHath.

Rear the close of the campalign, Holt, speaking in the
most conservative section of the state, informed the sastern
planters that McHath had the support of every radical group
within the state. He cited a statement from the C. 1. Q.
Journal which urged McMath's election, as an example of this
support.

Holt placed advertisements in the newspapers consisting
of a large picture of his wife, son, and daughter, thereby
using the "family men" mode of campalgning. McMath refused
to indulge in this particular method of appeal to the voters.

The usual predictions of sWeeplng victories were made
by each campalgn headquarters on August 10, 1948, the day
before election. McMath claimed that he would carry fifty-
Tive counties and would win by 65,000 votes. Holt maintaeined
that he would carry fifty-nine counties and would surpass
McMath's vote by 35,000 ballots. He further claimed that
he would recesive 90 per cent of MeKrell's vote and 75 per
cent of Thompson's vote.

Mchiath closed his campaign at Hot Springs the night
befors the election. In a long mddress McMath stated his
opposition to socislized medicine andg promised to establish
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an institution for the care of mentally defectlve children.
He also promised larger benefits for the aged.

Holt held his closing rally at MacArthur park in Little
Rock. He promised to call for legislatlion favoring new in~
dustry for the entire state and repeated his oprosition to
sociellzed medicine., He sald that he too would tske steps
to insure the operation of the Missouri and Arkansas rall-
road. Holt ended his address by charging his opponent with
soliciting the Negro vote.

The final results showed the winner to be MeMath with
155,80l votes and with Holt polling 145,289 votes.

T™is election of 1948, ons of the closest in the state's
political history, showed that Holt was well supported in
the eastern counties contalning large Negro populations.

One must remember that these counties are controlled politi-
cally by the planters whose political philosophy was cham-
ploned by Holt durlng the ceampalgn. Holt managed to carry
most of the northwestern countles which had supported him in
the primary because of hia "local boy" appeal., The fact that
he carried only about one half of the counties which had af-
forded McKrell thelir suffrage testifies to the fact that no
man 13 ever assured of his ability to switch his support to

the candidate of his cholce in Arkansas politics.

MeMath carried several esstern counties bscause of
Thompson's endorsement and to the activity of such local

leaders as Jim Crain in Mississippl County. McMath carried
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most of the counties containing large urban centers, testi
fying to the fact that thé Negro vote and the labor vote
supported him overwhelmingly. As was expected, he ran hest
in the southwestern counties where he had resided. McMath
recslved the votes of many clty voters who had planned to
vote for Holt but could not accept Jameas McKrell's active
role in behalf of Holt. The majority of the women's organie
zatlions throughout the state openly aupported NMeMath for

his youth and background as an anti-machine candidate, The
support of the Young Democrats of Arkansas was instrumental
in persuading most of the young voters to mark their ballota
for McMath. The peorle responsible for McMaeth's slection
trusted his abllity explicitly and began looking forward to
his administration with eager hopes.

There was much bltterness over the outcome of thias
election and Holt threatened to contest the results., Accord-
Ing to Holt, the rules of the varty sel out in speclfic terms
that only white Democrats could vote, while upwards of
27,000 Hegroes not only voted, but the state paper of the
Negro race felicltated the Negro race on selecting a governor
and pointed out in boastful language that the paper had
previocusly predicted that McMath would get the Negro vote
and be slected., Then, too, there was s second protest by
Holt on the ground thet the party rules did not permit a
peraon to vote, much less become a candidate in the primary

election, who had voted égainat the Demoeratic nomlnees in
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an elsction within two years prior to the primary date;
which rule had been violated by MelMath in the G. I, Ticket
affalr in Hot Springs in 1946. Adding to the resentment of
many voters came persistent rumors that large sums of money
had been brought into Arkansas from outside the state and
used in the McMath campaign by edvocates of Truman's (ivil
Rights Program,

Despite the warnings and complaining by Holt and others,

the election was not contested, Holt entertained the idea
of running sgainst MeMath as an Indevendent in the General
Elecotion but, realizing that such action is voliticsl sui-
cide in Democratic Arkansas, dropped the idea quickly.
HMcMath entered the govermor's office with the eyea of
the nation upon him, Most of the nation's ocutstanding pro=-
gresaives were extremely vpleased with Arkanses for having
elocted & man of McMath's calibre., The conservative ele-
ments throughout the stete were determined to keep & closs
watch on thls young man. Perhaps no other governor had so
many well-wishers and orltics as did Sid McMath when he

assumed the offica.



CHAPTIR IXI
BLECTION OF 1950

Background of Ben T, Laney

814 McMath had stated that he would run for a second
term during his campaign for governor. As a general rule,

a candlidate running for a second term in Arkansas is not
contested in his bid., The ldea 1is that every man is en-
titled to two terms in order to prove his ability., McMath
was faced with stiff oppositlon, however, in the form of
Ben T, Laney who was one of the best known nubliec figures
in Arkanssas,

Ben T. Laney was born November 25, 1896 in a frame
house in a small rural Ouachita County community called
"Cooterneck," His father, B, T. Laney, was of English and
Welsh descent and his mother, Laura {Saxon) was Scotche
Irish., There were five sons and alx dasughters in the Laney
family and young Ben definitely had limited advantages,
going to school when he was not helping with the farm chores,
Laney had to quit achool shortly before he was due to gradu-
ate from the Smackover Hizh Bchool. He begen teaching in
a rural Ouachlta County school and after one year he entered
Hendrix College at Conway., He had rassed the necessary col~
lege entrance examinations in 1915, Able to afford only one

year of college work, Laney returned to the teaching vrofession.
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Ben Laney served most of the year of 1918 in the United
States Navy. Upon receiving his discharge, he enrolled in
Arkansas State Teachers' College at Conway, Arkansas, He
devised the unique system of working during the fall months
at odd jobs, saving his earnings aarafﬁlly, and sttending
college during the spring and summer semesters. Laney re-
ceived his well-earned degree in 192l and later did some
graduate work at the University of Utah,

Laney was married to Lucille Kirtley of Lewlaville in
1926 and reared three sons. The Laneys settled in Conway,
Arkansas, where he entered the business world by purchasing
a drug store., He Invested his money in land and had the
good fartune of striking oil., He moved his family to Camden
where he became a leader in the business, civic, socilal, and
religlous affairs of that town., He was slected mayor of
Camden In 1935 and was reelected to that office in 1937.
Many civic improvements, including the municipal auditorium,
were started and completed during his administration as mayor,
and the city's debt of $35,000 was virtually wiped out.

While Ben T, Laney announced for governor early in 194}
he was given little chance of success because of his being
unknown polltically, Basing his campaign on a "business man
for the Job" theme, Laney won an easy victory. As governor,
Laney sponsored a program simed at reversing the trend of
soaring taxes and pyramiding agencies. He was reelected to

the governorship in 1946 with only minor opposition.
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While Leney was serving as govsrnor, the General
Assembly of Arkansag provided for separate primsries for
federal offices and permitted Negroes to vote only in these
elections. Thig law, passed in 1915, was enscted carefully
under Laney's supervision in order to insure that no Negro
voted in the separate state and local primaries. This law
was repesled in 1947 ovar lLaney's protest.

Early in the year of 1948 while still serving as gov~
ernor, Ben Laney promised a last~dltch fight agalnst anyone
who advocasted the passage of Truman's proposed Civil Rights
Program., Laney jolned wholeheartedly in ths work of the
Conference of States' Rights Democrats at Jackson, Mississ~
irri, held prlor to the ocourrence of the Demosratic
National Conventlon. This meeting was conducted in order
to work out the plans for a common action by the 3cuth to
defeat Mr., Truman or any other Democratic nominee who
favored more jobs and voting rights for the Negro. It pro=-
duced 8 declaration not to support any sueh nominee. Ben
L.aney was chosesn the permanent head of the drive.

Ben Laney, still Governor of Arkansas, was considered
at first to be the strongsst of all those Socutherners pree
sented at the Philadelphia (Convention of the Demoorstic
Party in 1948, and he waz chosen as the candidate to present
to the conventlion as token oppoasition to Truman. It soon
became apparent to the 3tates! ﬁighﬁers that Laney could not

command anything approaching a solld Southern front so he
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was dropped in favor of Richard Russell, Senator from
Georgia., Russell permitted his name to be placed in nomi-
nation for the vrssidency with the complete understanding
that he had no intentions of bolting the party regardless
of the outcome,

Under Laney's influence, Arkansas' delegation to the
Democratic National Conventlon voted to nominate Richard
Russell for the President of the Unlted States.

Laney's efforts to win Arkansas! electoral votes for
the States'! Rights candidate, J. Strom Thurmond, will be
disocussed fully in other parts of this chapter,

Laney has had a wide range of business experiences,
ineluding farming, banklng, retall drugs, motor finance,
real estate, timber, oll and gas leases, and invegtments,
He is a member of the Methodist Church and a Rotarian. He
is pressntly living in Hlssissivpl County where he operates
a large plantation.

Bafore deciding to oppose S81d McMath's bld for a second
term as GQovernor of Arkansas, Laney spent several woeks
traveling over the state sounding out sentiment pertaining
to such & move, He reallzed fully that he would loses many
votes on the gimple basis that he was running for a third
term. He became oconvinced that the voters would follow the
advice of the local leaders he had contacted and entered

the race with eagerness and optimlism,
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Campaign of 1950
The voters of Arkansas were confronted with two en-
tirely different types of candidates in the election of
1950, as well as two insignificant minor candidates, J. L.

Harris and M. G. Bankson. Laney and McMath were the two
actusl candlidates, and these other minor candidates will be
omitted from this discussion because of thelr complete lack
of importance.

The campalgn of 1950 for the governorship of Arkansas
was pecullar in itself in that it was the only time the

voters of Arkansas were ever afforded a clear opportunity
to express their desires in choosing a publie official

along liberal versus conservative lines. Ben T. Laney, the
ex-governor of Arkansas, and his part in the "Dixtecrat"
revolt of 1948 against the liberal forces of the Democratic
party have been briefly discussed. It is safe to state that
Laney is aymbolic of the conservative Arkansawyer,

31d KeMath is generally credited with the feat of keepe
ing Arkenses in Trumsn's column when the chips were down in
the 1948 presidential election. As titular head of the
state Democratic Party, McMath worked quletly and efficiently

to insure Trumen's success in Arkensas. It was because of
his role as a loyal Democrat that the States' Rights movement
never was able to make any degree of headway in the state.
It was an open and accepted fect that PTruman was appreclative
of McMrath's efforts and that McMath enjoyed the blessings of

the national administration in his bld for a second term,
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The electlion of 1950 was peculiar in another reapect
as well, The voters were to choose between two candidates

whose backgrounds and bellefs were well known, both having

served as governor before, It was generally expected that
both candidates would compare thelr adminlstrations in order
to convince the voters that one had brought a better system
of goverrment to Arkansas, while the other had merely created
a mess of things.

Harry Truman was the major campalign issue in this
election of 1950. The usual trite issues of schools, pen~
sions, roads, and taxes played only a minor part 1n this
contest. One might have easily imagined that Harry Truman
was on trial with Laney serving as the prosecutor and MclMath
defending him. Leney devoted his time and effort attempting
to lead the voters into the 1dea that McMath, because of his
c¢lose assoclation with Truman and his administration, had

forasaken the traditions and accepted philosophies of the
state., McMath spent moat of his time pointing out the bene-

fits Arkansas had reaped because of hils close assoclation
with the Truman administration and with severely chiding Laney
for having deserted the party in 1948. This paper will

deal at length with the arguments on the two candidates along
these lines because of the importance of this issue.

Early in the campaign Laney began devoting most of his
spesches to verbal slaps at liberals in general and to the
man he conslidered the worat of the lot--President Truman. In

fact, his first speesches dealt with theae subjects and &
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thorough scorning of Truman's proposed Fair Employment |
Practices Commission.

McMath gave his warning ery early in the campaign when,
in one of his first addresses, he promised to run all Dixle~
crats and "their paid agents™ out of Arkansas.

Laney spoke at Texarkana early in the campaign and
desperately tried to Iinject the race lssue Into the campalgn
with a greater degree of feeling than did Holt during the
previous campsaign, Laney shouted to his audience: "McMath
is playing the colored citizens of this state for the big-
gest suckers of all tim@.“ég After having launched a bitter
attack against Preslident Trumen and his c¢ivil rights legis-
lation program, Lansy pointed with pride to hls record, as
governor, of helping to ilmprove the standards of the Negro
schools throughout the state, During all this time the
Negro leaders of Arkansas were quietly informing their
votera of the facts concerning Laney's administrations in
an effort to elect HMelMath sgain,.

Laney informed another audience that he was consistent
in his bellefs, while McMath was a fence~straddler in that
he approved of President Trumen but constantly stated his
opposition to the Falr Employment Practices Commission Act.
According to Laney, a psrson who supported Truman must autoe

matlically support his pollicles,

O8prkensas Gazette, July 2, 1950.




100

In respect of a time-honored tradition in Arkansas
politics, Laney made a strenuous effort to cast his opponent
in the role of a demon while creating the impreasion that he,
Laney, was the only possible source of salvation. Through-
out the campaign he continually stated that it was his
honorable duty to save Arkansas from McMath and what he
called those Falr Deal Radlcals in Washington, D. C.

In another address Laney condemned McMath severely for
refusing to endorae a resolution condemning soclaliged medi-
cine at the Southern Conference of Governors the previous
fall, Laney was trying to convince the voters, espsclally
those 1n the medical profession, that McMath actually favored
such legls lation. In this same speech, Laney revealed the
fact that MclMath was receiving outside support in the race
by quoting the radlo commentator, Drew Pearson, who had re-
cently preised the McMath adminlstration. This remark
was made in light of the fact that people in Arkansas greatly
resent any outside advice in their goverrmmental affairs.

A certain Bob Prather injected himself in the race une
expectedly when he posted an advertisement in the major
newapapers entitled: "An Open Letter to Guv., Syd McHath,
Southern~Yankee." 1In this letter Prather blasted McMath for
his close tles with the liberal forces of the Democratic
Party. It was signed: "Anti-Truman, Bob Prathar,“ég

691p14., July 9, 1950.
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Laney made a major spesch in Helena, fooal point of
sonservabtism in Arkansas, and fully aroussd his audience by
stating that McMath, Truman, Wallace, and FNorman Thomas
were leading the natlon to economle ruin and Comuunism by
their libersl policles. Reslizing that he had atruck fere
tile grounds, Laney warned that the Demooratic Party had
fallen into the wrong hands and that the only mesns to rem-
edy the situation in Arkansas was to elect Laney governor,
The crowd approved thess statements vigorously.

In a statewids address from Jonesboro, Lansy unleashed
a vicious attack on the liberal theory of government and
urgsed the voters to ", . . Join hands with me in this fight
against a strenge vhilesophy of government which is being
repudiated all over the south,"’°

MoMath refused to engage in an argument with Laney aver
the merlits or faults of the libsral theory of government,

He reslized that such an argument would have to be based
upon emotion and backed up with evidence. He calmly repeated
his ovposition to ¢ivil rights legislation and soclalized
medioine in every spsech., Throughout the entire campaign,
however, HoMath gave the voters examples of how the siate had
benefited due to his scoeptance of the national adminlatras
tion and his fight to preserve the Democratic Party in
Arkansas. MoMuth informed the voters that 1t was through

his influence that the national govermnment had granted

T01bid., July 19, 1950.
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numerous disaster loans to Arkansas ciltizens during the
past two years. He promised that he would ask the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for help in the state's struggle to
combat the threat of boll weevils., In almost every address,
McMath cited these and many other examples as a means of
11llustrating his belisf that Arkansas would benefit by stay-
ing in the Democratic Party. In mest of these speeches,
also, McoMath blasted Laney freely for having bolted the
Democratic Party in 1948, These statements were designed

to appeal to the great number of Arkansas clitizens who never
entertain the idea of voting anything but the Demosratic
ticket.

The climax of these arguments concerning national poli-
tics came the night before the election, Both candlidates
sunmed up thelr final pleas to the voters on the basiz of
this issue, Excerpts from these addresses are worth repeatw
ing at this time in order that the reader may plainly see
the clash between the two candidates on the ma jor lasue of
the eslection of 1950:

Laney?

« o » HcMath belleves in the Truman administration
with 2ll the soclialism {t implies; I do not. . + &

The day has come when the people of this agtate must

shoose between candidates who represent two definite

and opposing vhilosophles of government, This is the
prineipal issue in this campaign. . . +» 1 oppose the

Brannan Plan, nationsl health insurance, the propcsed

Falr Employment Practices Commission, antl-poll tax

legislation, and other measures presented by President

Truman. The governor, however, is playing around with
the people who are demanding such laws,
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MeMath:

e » » in 1948 . . . my opponent sought to lead the

people of Arkansas down the primrose path of a party

bolt 1in support of the Republican Ticket. . . « That
master of double talk, the Honorable Ben T, Laney,
haa‘suddanly become a Democrat again, nqw t%gt he

seeks your support in a Democratic primary.

Turning now to the other issues of the campaign, we find
that McMath led off the discussion on the usual road 1ssue
by charging that while Laney was serving as governor he had
built, at a cost of $465,370, & hard-surfaced road past
three farms in Mlassissippl County owned by his brothers and
that the materials used for this construction were bought
from still another brother. This statement was made in order
to place Laney on the defensive, but the ex-governor never
bothered to snswer the charges, leaving many voters no ale-
ternstive but to accept the charges as true,

NMcMath devised a vote-getting procedure which he nsed
at nearly all of his rallies. He had numerous photographs
deplcting his road-building program which he circulated
through the sudience, He boasted of the fact that he had
built and patched more roads during his two years as governor
than Laney had during all four years of his administration.

According to McMath, his road program was paying for
itself in five ways: (1) more gasoline bought, (2) more

taxes pald from increased gasoline sales, (3) the new taxes

were paying the interest on the bond issues, (L) new

Tl1ptd., July 23, 1950.
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tourlists were being attracted to the state, and (5) these
tourists were buylng goods, thereby paylng sales taxes which
were paying the payments due on the bond issues. MeMath
elso stated throughout the campaign that he caleculated that
his road program had already saved seventy-five lives so far.

Laney devoted most of his discussion on the road issue
to a commendation of McMath's program, He realized the fact
that he had a rather poor road program while serving as
governor, go he limited his remarks degrading McMath's pro-
gram rather than boaesting of his record in this respect.
He pointed cut that McMath had actuslly constructed only
two new roads in twenty-four counties while serving as gov-
ernor for the past two years., Laney predicted repeatedly
that McMath's roads which he had constructed would not last
one year because of fauliy methods, Laney's refusal to advance
a better plan for road construction was taken by many &s an
admittance that he had no such plan, so it is quite reason-
able that if a voter was to decide how to vote on the basls
of the road issue, he would, more than likely, choose McMath,

McMath made an overt bid for the votes of the trucking
industry when he reminded the voters that, by reducing the
taxes on trucks, he had given new industries in Arkensas a
chance to expand,

Lansy charged, early in the campaign, that McMath had
neglected to carry out his campaign promises of 1948 by

failing to raise school teachers! szalaries or old age benefits.
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Melath denled éhia charge by stating that old sge benefits
had been raised from $18.00 to $26.00 per month during his
two years as governor, Since 1t was gulite true that he

had done nothing about teachers' salarles, he mads no come
ment on the subject.

The schools entered into the campalign as an issue only
briefly. HMcMath promised to ssk the new legislature for a
million dollars with which to construct a new field house
at the University of Arkanses, Laney proposed that the
agriculture departments of all Institutions of higher learn-
ing within the state be united into a twenty~-five million
dollar centrally located agriculture collese, MeMath ridi-
culed thieg plan by way of a cartoon which was placed in the
newspapers showing a glant octopus with hls tentacles in
every college throughout the state. This 1s another exsuple
of MoMath'as abllity to take a suggestlion offered by hisg
opponent, turn it into a cartoon, and convince the voters
that his opponent ls greedy or grasping.

Laney spent a great deal of time attempting to bring
the subject of taxes into the campaign as an lasue. He re-
peatedly charged that, desplte McHath's promises to the
contrary two years before, taxes had been increased by seven
million dollars during the McMath administration. MNoMath
offered no rebuttal to these charges, realising that there
was truth in the astatements and the least sald, the

better,.
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Ex~governor Homer Adkins, now s member of McMath's
official family, was the subject of much scorn by Laney.
Adkins, serving as Employment Security Director, was charged
by Laney with using men and money from the State Highway
Depsrtment to foster and expand his leed and seed business.
Laney tried to lead the voters to believe that Adkins had
been the power behind the throne during McMath's sdminis-
tration. He declared that 1t was not McMath who was seeking
a second term, but Adkins who was after a fourth term, He
charged McMath with campalgning for the United States Senate
in 195}, instead of governor in 1950, Adkins, becoming
accustomed to being used as a political football by this
time, offered to reaign: but McMath refused to permit him
to do so, Adkins would definitely help McMath wore than
harm hls chances of achieving a second term.

Mclath actively sought the organized labor vote as he

had in 1948. He reminded a gathering of railroad workers
that he had settled the Missouri-Paclific Rallroad atrike in

Arkansss in 1949 by calling in all factlons and reaching an
adequate solution with them. He remained in close contact
with various labor leaders who were rendering him their
gservices in this campaign, MoMath was slways careful, how-
ever, to state thsat he had the surport of both management
and labor in his bid for reelection,

Laney stated several times during the campsign that he

was the true friend of organized labor. The labor leaders,
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remembering lLaney's role in the passage of the anti-labor
constitutional smendment entitled "Right-to~Work," found
such a statement hard to believe and continued thelr prac=-
tice of openly urging the members of thelr respective organ-
izations to support McMath, |

In view of the circumstances which were due to arise
in 19582, it 1s interesting to note that McMath attacked
Laney several times during the cempalgn for seeking a third
term, There was, of course, much hesitancy on the part of
the people to return any man to the governor's office for a
third term and McMath used thls natural reluctance to good
advantage, little realizing that 1t would boomerang on him
two years hence,

Some interesting and r@vealing campalzn tactics had
coms forth by this time and are worthy of brief discussion.
Laney annocunced that Theron Roberts, a Univeralty of Arkansas
football star from Texarkana, would actively campalgn for
Laney for the remaeinder of the race, This annciincement came
during the early days of the campaign and Roberts made
numerous appearances over the state, drawing large crowds,

Both candidates malled out thousands of comie book
versions of MclMath!z 1life and work., Laney's folder showed
the new industries, new roads, new schools, new jobs, greater
Incomes, and lower taxes which had rssulted from his two
administrations. The booklet described McMath's term of
office as "fanfare, ballyho, and bunk." Laney's comic book



108

of his version of MoMath'a life which seccompanied the folder,
showed a halo controlled by wires suspended over McMath's
head, a sly innuendo hinting at Adkins' ablility to control
MeMath, McMath is deplcted as "Dr, 514 MHceQuack" giving
"g3id's 3imple Syrup," "F, B. I. Syrup,"” and "Holy Homer
(4dkins) Promises" to a baby labeled "Arkansas Voter" while
a nurge nearby 1s holding a dlaper and saying, "Maybe he
Just needs a change, doc I"72  Educational Commissioner A. B,
Bonds, Jr., Little Rock newspapermen favorable to McMath,
and Revenue Commlissioner Dean Morley are similarly ridiculed
in thls comic book. The latter is displayed in a drawing
attired in a Sherlock Holmes outfit,

McMath aént out thousands of leaflets to truck owners
ghowing how he had lowered the taxes on trucks and had cone-
structed new roads, The voters alaso received a semieconfi-
dential information sheest relating the neweat developments
in the contest. These sheets were called McMath~O«Gramsg,.

A multi-colored comic book accompanisd these Litems and was
entitled "The Story of Sid McMath.™ This pictorial offer-
ing consisted of a serles of drawings representing the
various phases of MoMath's 1ife: the log eabin‘in which he
was born in Columbla County; a newsboy on the streets of Hot
Springa; a2 boxer at the University of Arkansas; working hils
way through college by washing dishes; his recelving a dee

gree; hie departure for war; battlefleld scenes; his return

721014,, July L, 1950,
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to machine~ridden Hot Springs; his requesting Governor
Laney to do something about the Hot Springs situation; his
successful fight to ruin the machine; the beginning, but not
the end, of the McLaughlin trial; and his accomplishments
during his first term as governor. 7

Lansy adopted a simple but catchy campaign slogan early
in the contest: "Laney dld it before and Laney c¢an do it
again." In all of his speeches and advertlsements, Laney
would point with pride to the accomplishments of his two
administrations and would quote his slogan with conviection.

McMath used the same slogan to great advantage by
pointing out in speeches and advertisements the bad features
of Laney's two administrations and duly warning the voters
that, indded so, Laney did it before and Laney could do 1t
again, This 1s another example of McMath's abllity to
take a statement made by his opponent and use 1t to hils ad-
vantage.

The beat example of thls practice, however, came when
Laney made a passing remark in one of hils speeches that a
poor man such as McMath should not run for governor becsause
he would be subjected to a great deal of temptation by
corrupt assoclates. According to Laney, only rich men, such
as himself, should run for the office of governor because,
then, the temptation to take part in dishonest procedures
would be removed. McMath selzed this statement and quoted

it constantly for the remainder of the campaign., He would
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take Laney to task for saylng such a thing and then ine-
form his attentive listensrs that such a deslaratlon that
only a rich man could serve adequately as governor was a
Republiocan idea. The newspapers carrigd fullepage adw~
vertigsements by McMath quoting Laney's statement in part
and listing twelve ex-governors of Arkansas who were not
men of great means, It also pointed out that Presidente
Jefferson, Jackson, and Wilson were men of modest incomes.,
‘wcﬁgth*s efforts to make Laney appear un~imerican becsuse
of hls statement were widespread, and no voter falled to
heer about the entlre affair,

Throughout the course of the compaign McMath wore the
same blue ault, red tle, and crumpled Panama hat which he
had used during the 1948 campalgn. He became known for his
greeting extended to a prospective voter. He would intro-
duce himself to the men voters by the words "I'm $id
MeMath" but never falled to change his approach for the
women voters in using the words "I'm Sid MoMath, honey."

Laney, bemoaning his opponent!s use of sex appesal in
the campaign, stated: "I've never lsarned this glamour-
boy superman style of politicking. He'z had only eighteen
months in which to make political enemies and If've had four
full years.,"73

Laney rescelved a big boost in hils guest for a third
term when 1t was announced early in the campalzn that United

73Tima, August 7, 1950, p. 17.
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3tates Senator John MeClellan's brother, Pete, was actively
stumping the atate for Laney. Pebte McClellan rendered Laney
& great gservice by contaoting numerocus local leaders who ad-
mired his brother greatly and persuading them to use thelr
influence in Laney's behalf. The reason Senator NMcClellan
was so eager for McMath's defeat was that he feared that
there was truth in Laney's charge that Mclath planned to
oppose him for the Senate in 195l and was, of course, anxious
to kill Molath politically ss soon as possible.

Another perfect example of s candldate attempiing to
gain sectional support and the approval of local leaders
was shown when McMath promised the voters of Blytheville
cheap natural gas for thelr area if he was reelected.

- The most exelting event of the entire campaign came
when the two candlidates, reminiscent of the old style of
campaligning, spoke from the same stage. Thousands of people
gathered to witness thias highly publiclized and unusual event.
Lansy was the first to speak and the crowd was hushed with
anticipation, He exclaimed: "I like thils boy., He's a
nice fellow, I have nothing against him personally. But,

I Just don't agree with him.” He looked McMeth directly
in the eyeé a3 he gpoke those words, Turning to the audi-
ence, Laney proceeded to tear Into McMath's road program

and the Incrsased taxes. Laney then degraded liberalish

in these terms: "They are attacking me because I was bold

enough to step forward and defend these rules, and they are



111

calling me a Dixiecrat, I don't care. I'm proud of Bixia!“7h
This sort of thing had a great appeal for the audlence as
evidenced by the wild spplasuse and rebel yells.

McMath answered Laney's speech with sharp words much to
the delight of the audience. He informed the crowd that
"RBen" went up and down the West Coast, predicting that the
Republicans would win in Arkansas in 1948, At this point the
crowd urged McMath to "pour it on him." MeMath explained
that there was no possible way for him to eriticlze Laney's
road program because of the fact that Laney had never had
one. McMath, of course, pralsed his own road progrem in
glowing terms, He continued his sapeech by s tating: 'When
the farmers couldn't get enough money for proper production
lest fall, I got on the telephone and obtained two and a half
million more dollars for hham.”75 The audience responded
well to McMath's reference to his closeness with the national
administration. McHath rebuked the criticism of him for
taking so many out-of-state trips during the past two years.
He explained that these trips were made for the interest of
Arkansas and offered proof of thelr worth by clsiming that
he had brought twenty-three per cent more industry to the
state during his administration.

It was quite true that McMath had traveled extensively
during his temure of office. Public-minded citizens all

7hArkansas Gagette, July 6, 1950,
"51p14. |
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over the nation were beginning to apeak of MeMath in com~
plimentary terms. Many local lesaders felt that he had
rendered the state & great service in this respect. Typleal
of these local leaders is Mrs. Alex Smith, an outstanding
civic leader from Calico Rock, who explained her support

of McMath for the following reasons: ", . , he has done
much to give Arkansas the right kind of publicity and has
brought industry to our atate.”Té

Immediately before the campaign closed, each candldate
made several charges, hoping that there would not be time
left in the contesat for the charges to be anawered. This,
too, 1s one of the old Arkansas politlical tricks., Laney
charged that there had been forty-three persons arrested in
Hot Springs for gambling only two weeks after McMath took
office as governor in 1949. This statement was advanced
with the hope that it would counteract the publicity McHath
was receiving because of his background as the man who
cleaned up Hot Springs.

McMath charged that the ex-political boss of Hot
Springs, Leo McLaughlin, was working for Laney's election
so that he would be assured the presence of a "friendly"
governor in the State Houss.

The last of these last minute acocusations was one made

by Laney stating that McMath had used the State Police as a

76Latter to the suthor from ¥rs, Alex Smith, dated
July 18, 1952,
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jury in many cases. He dld not offer a conclse explanation
of this charge, however, and most voters were baffled as to
the meaning of the statement,

The newspapers of the day prior to the election carried
advertisements by both candidates which sum up the campaign
themes perfectly.

MoMath's advertisement labeled Laney "Dixiecrat Ben"
and accused him of having e million dollar war chest with
which to buy the elesction,

Laney's advertisement predicteds "A Smashing Victory
for Arkansas and Our Southern Democratic Way of Life and a
Crushing Defeat for the Tax-0-Crats and Thelr Deficit Spend-
ing and Dangerous Soclalistic Philosophies.®77

MeMath predicted, the day befors the election, that he
would win by over 100,000 votes.

The final resulis of the election are as followst

McMath 208,761
Laney 110,459
Harris L, 29
Bankston 1,561

Laney carried several eastern plantation counties where
the planters agreed wlth his statements concerning the
denger of such people as Trumasn and MoMath. He also ran
well in those southern countles in the immediate vieinity of
his home county, Ouachita, It 1s interesting to note that

Laney ran extremely poorly in those counties containing large

77arkansas Gazetts, July 23, 1950,
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gsegments of Arkansas' HNegross, with the exception of the
delta counties and in the urban centeras where organized
lgbor is & powarful factor.

McMath won the electlion bscauss most voters felt that
it was unfalir not to give him a sscond term, especially in
favor of a man who was ranning for a third term., This was
the major factor in his victory, but of course, c¢credit must
be given to hls road bullding program, the Negro voting
bloge, and organized labor., And no analysls of any election
in Arkansas would be complete or correct 1f the role of the
local leaders was omlitted. Certalnly McMath had a smooth
syatem of maintainlng contact with his local leaders throughe-
out the state, and these people figured greatly ln his
victory.

McMath d1d not campaign very vigorously during this
race. He reaslized that there was no grave danger of his
belng rejected by the voters. Gratified by the ovarwhalmiﬁg
vote of econfidence, he proceeded to continue his "progrem of

progress, "



CHAPTER IV
THE ELECTION OF 1952

Background of the Candidates

S14 McMath hsd severely criticized Ben Laney in 1950
for running for a third term for the office of Governor of
Arkangsas, Many people had voted for McMath simply because
they disliked third terms. Although he was fully aware
that only one man in the history of Arkaensas politics had
been able to accomplish this feat, McMatn llkened himself
to Jeff Davis and decided to try to break the tlme~honored
tradition of no third terms for governors,

After the deadline for filing for the Democratic nomi-
nation for Governor of Arkansas had been reached, Arkansas
voters were confronted with the difficult task of choosing
between five candldates, Each of these political hopefuls
was honored with strong and nowerful backing for the posiw~
tion, There was no such thing as a weak candidate in this
campalign. Most political observers agreed, however, that
31d MclMath would gein a vnoaition on tha run-off ballot, but
opinions were varlied and cautious as to the candidate most
likely to oppose MeMath for the final bid for the governore
ship.

Jack Holt, the unsuccessful candidate for governor in

1948, announced that he would make another bid for the

115
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voterts favor. Holt's background has been discussed pre~
vicusly and it will suffice to say, at this point, that he
had been occupied the past four years with a thriving law
practice in Little Rock, With the exception of actively
supporting Ben Laney's unsuccessful bid for governor in
1950, Holt's political activities had been limited chilefly
to malntaining his numerous contacts with state and local
leaders, ‘

Governor 81id McMath's background was thoroughly ex
amined in an earlier chapter, It 18 necessary to note a
few phases of his two adminiastrations, however, since these
were destined to appear as major campalgn i1ssues in the elec-
tlon of 1952, It is well to remember that McMath was handie-
capped from the beginning by the anti~third term prejudice
and, also, because he was the vulnerable candidate in that
he had no cholee but to run on the merits of his two adminis-
trations. It was conceded by most politically enlightened
citizens that McMath would be faced with four opponents and
was unlikely to receive the support of any of the three
eliminated candidates in the run-off election.

During the early days of the 1952 session of the
Arkansas Leglslature, State Senator Grover (arnes introduced
a bill calling for the creation of a Highway Audit Commission
for the expressed purposes of auditing the finsncilal transe
actions of the State Highway Commission and to investigate
alleged 1llegal and corrupt practices in the highway program.
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After detalled and lengthy debate, the bill was finally
approved. The McMath forces in the legislature fought the
passege of the Carnes Bill. McMath labeled the Highway
Audit Commission a politically inspired plot ageinst him
and rufuséé to appear at any of the hearings, After a
series of spectacular hearings, the Commission made e long

report stating that thers had been ample examples of cor-
ruption and miasdeeds committed in the state highway program,

A grand jury investigated these charges and refused to in-

dict anyone., This affair was generally afforded a high

place on the list of campaign issues in the 1952 contest by
state political figures.78

McMath's administration had enacted a law c¢alling for
new procedures for state purchasing. Irate political leaders
carried thelr fight to the courts in an attempt to have this

queation submitted to the voters in the forthcoming general
election. The court ruled that the votera should decide the
question and the law was glven a place on the ballot under
the title of Act 2L2.

McMath's adminlstration was the subject of most of the
campaign, and other phases of 1t avplying to the contest
will be pointed out as the campalign revesals itself.

Ike Murry, Attorney General of Arkansas, loomed as a
favorite of many in the campaign. Murry was born in the

small town of Fordyce in Dallas Couniy, Arkensas. While in

781nterview with State Senator Jack Clark of Texarkansa,
November 26, 1952,
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the Fordyce High School, he achlsved a large number of
admirers by playing a sterling game of football. Coming
from a modest family, Murry was forced to help provide for
his parents! support by working as a night clerk in a lo-~
cal hotel while completing his high achool studies,?

After graduating from high school in 1922, MHurry
attended the University of Arksnses Law School at Payette-
ville, He recelved his law degree from that institution
in 1927 and returnsd to his home town of Fordyce where he
began his practice, Murry served two terms as State Repre-
sentative from Dallass County in the Arkanssas General
Assembly., He was chosen Assistant Prosecuting Attorney of
the Seventh Judiclel District. HNurry was appointed by
Attorney General Guy Williams es his assistant during the
years 1946 to 1948, Murry served admirably in thils capaclty
and was elected over several opponsnts without & run«~cff
when he ran for Attorney General Iin 1948. He was reelected
to this office in 1950, Murry iz married and 18 the father
of one ehil&.ag

Boyd Tackett, United States Congressmen from the
eighth district, was labeled as the man to watch in this
campaign. Tackett was born at Black Springa, Arkansas, May 9,

1911, He 1s the son of John and Myrtle (Teckett) Tackett.

T9Interview with H, B, McManus, civic leader of
Texarkana, November 26, 1952,

89Intarview with State Senator Jack Clark of Texarkana,
November 26, 1952,
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Tackett attended Arkansas Polytechnical College during the

years 1930 to 1932 and pursued a pre~law course at Ouachita
College at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, for the followlng two

years, Tackett received his lew degree from the University
of Arkansas in 1935, Miss Norma Armstrong became his wife
April 26, 1936. After receiving his admittance to the bar
in 1935, Tackett began his practice in Glenwood, Arkansas,
He later practiced law in Murfreesboro and Nashville,
settling in the latter location. He served as Prosecuting
Attorney for the Hinth Judicial Cireult during the years
1941 and 1942, Tackett served in the United States Army
Signal Corps as a corporal during 1943 and 194l and, upon
his release from service, was appointed to the State Police
Commission at Little Rock. Basing his campaign upon his
background as a lawyer and as a state leglslator in 1937~
1941, Tackett cempaigned for election as a member of the
United States House of Representatives from the western

section of the State in 1948. Tackett was elected without
the necessity of a run-off election and served in this capac-
ity until 1951. Beceuse of the 1950 national census, Ar-
kansas! representation in Congress was decreased by one
representative and Tackett's district was abolished.

Tackett is the Chalrman of the Howard County District

of the Boy Scouts of smerica, a member of the American Legion,
a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and & Botarian.sl

81Who's #ho in America, 1951, p. 2701,
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Francis Cherry, Chancellor of the Twelfth District,
was considered by many to be the ons candidate without much

hope for election because of his lack of statewlde popularlty.
Cherry was born in Fort Worth, Texas, September 5, 1905,

When he was only a few months old, the Cherry family moved
to El1 Reno, Oklahomsn, where his father was employed by the
Rock Island Railroad as a conductor. His family later moved
to Enid, Oklahoma, where Francls attended high school.
Cherry received his pre~lsw training at Oklahoma A, & M.
College during the years 1920 to 1930. He moved to Fayette-
ville, Arkansas, in 1932 where he worked at odd jobs for a
year in order to raise funds for his entrance in the Uni-
versity of Arkansas Law School., Cherry graduated from the
Law 8chool in 1936 and was admitted to the bar, While at

the University, Cherry was very popular, gerving as the
president of the senlor e¢lass.

Cherry began his law practice at Little Rock and almost
starved to death before removing himself to Jonesboro. There
he entered a partnership with Marcus Fletz and was soon
married to Margaret Frierson of Jonesboro,

In 1936 Prancis Cherry was appointed United States Com~
missioner for the Jonesboro Division of the Eastern District
of Arkansas by Judge Thomss C. Trimble. In December, 190,
he was appointed referwe for the Workmen's Compensation
Commission by Governor Carl E., Balley. Cherry was elected
Chancellor of the Twelfth Judicial District in 19&2. In the
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early part of 194y Cherry waived his judiecial immunity and
asked that he be inducted into military service, His re-
quest was refused so he applied to the Procurement Office
of the United States Navy and was commissioned a Lieutenant
(jz)« He served approximately two years. Cherry was re-
elected chancellor of his district in 1948.

According to some of his campalign literature, this pre
maturely gray~haired judge is "an outstanding civic leader
in Jomeshboro and his family of four are respscted and loved

by the entire commﬁnity.“aﬁ

Primary Election

From the outset of the campaign, Arkansas voters
realized that they were due for a good show and that every
political trick in the bag would be used., In order to under-
stand better the true meaning of the speeches and statements
made throughout the campaign, a briel study of the campalgn
tactics will be of great beneflt.

Examining the campaign of Judge Francls Cherry first,
we find that the snowy-~halred jurlst made excellent use of
his name all during the campaign in order to impress the
voters and to fami;iarize them with his name, He was handi-
capped from the beginning by being well known only in his
particular section of the state, During the first part of

the contest, Cherry and wife conducted a series of open-house

&zﬁay #1lliams, "It's Cherry Pickin' Time in Arkansas,"”
Pamphlet.
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at their cempeign headquarters located in the Capitol Hotel
in Little Rock. HMra. Prancis Cherry wore a smart-looking
dress with large red cherries decorating 1t, at these affalrs.
The judge greeted hls guests at the door, shook hands with
esch of them and offered them a cup of cherry punch. Large
banners boldly declared that "Itt's Cherry Pickin' Time in
Arkansas." The mansger of the Capitol Hotel, remarking at
the scarclity of voters at these affairs, informed the writer
during the firat phase of the campaign that Cherry dld not
heave a chance to win.,

For several weeke Cherry dld not campaign very ectively
because of the lack of finsnces. Hls audlences were meager
and the response poor. Reallzing that he needed to employ
some sort of campalgn device In order to actually get in the

race, he began his series of "talkathona." Purchasing radio
time on four of the Little Rock stations, Cherry announced

to the voters that he would speak from these four stations
for twenty-four straight hours. He invited sny citizen to
phone in any question he wished to ask him and guaranteed
that his questions would be answered in a frank mammer, The
1dea caught the imagination of the electorate and the ques-

tions began pouring in. Six women anawered telephones,

jotted down the questions, passed them on to two amouncers
who announced the question, and Cherry would snswer each
question briefly and frankly., It was estimated that over
five thousand gquestions had been answered before the affalr

was completed. Regardless of duplications of the queations,
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Cherry would answer sach one individually. Cherry managed
a few minutes of rest while changing from one radio station
to the other, He ate hurried meals in the immediate vicinity

of the microphone.

The Arkansas Gazette came forth with the Tollowing

editorial two days after the first telkathon:

e s« « o Ho candidate 1n Arkensas has ever before ex-
posed himselfl to the voters so thoroughly. The
questioners were free to ask any question they liked,
and 1f they preferred--as many of them did-~they had
the protection of anonymity. The result was that
Judge Cherry had to go on record on every conceivable
issue 1n the campalgn, as well as handle a good many
of those magnificent irrelevancies that mark every
political contest,

There is no way to determins how many votes Judge
Cherry plcked up in nis long sessions at the microphones.
But, whatever bearing the talkathon may have on his
perasonal fortunes, he deserves a vote of thanks for
putting on a political show that brought this campalgn
for governor about as close to the yeog%a ag it is
possible to get in these crowded days.

Cherry was afflicted with a severe case of larynglitis

for several days following his first talkathon but sat on
the stage at his other speaking engagoements while some loeal
gupporter gave him lavish praise. Cherry was delighted

with the results of his new wrinkle in Arkansas politics and

announced more talkathons would follow,

Cherry became one of the first Arkansas voliticilans to

makte intensive use of the medium of television in his appeal
to the voters, 3Speaking from Memphls, Cherry told thousands

of voters that Arkansas wantad a leader whom the "lust of

83arkansas Gazette, July 5, 1952,
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office does not kill; whom the spoils of office cannot buy;
who posseases opinions and a will; and who loves honor. . ’a8h
The handsome Jjudge was viewed by large numbers of voters

whe were duly impressed by his appearance.

After having conducted several more talkathons from the
urban centers, 1t became qulte apparent that Cherry waas pute
ting all his eggs in one basket., The Judge was gambling on
his talkathona to place him in the governor's chair,

Veteran politiclans shuddered at the questions which came in
and on which Cherry committed himself. No man in the history
of Arkansas politics hes ever submitted his ideologies, pol-
1tical theorles, and private thoughts to public serutiny so
completely., As an example of Cherry's naive political

nature, he readlly admitted that he was spending some of

his own money in the campalign. He depended chiefly upon
contributions under five dollars from the listeners of his
talkathons, calling such contributions, "dollars for decency."

Cherry issued his opnonents a challenge to appear on
his talkathons with him and to snswer the same questions
submltted by the voters., When no candidate accepted his
offer, he blasted them by charging that they wers afrald to
place themselves before public scrutiny., During the closing
days of the campalgn, there were persistent rumors over the
state that Cherry was about to withdraw from the race in

favor of MocMath, as had been planned from the beginning.

8L1pta., July 11, 1952.
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Thaée tales infurlated Cherry to the point where he lashed
out at his opponents by charging them with vile tactics by
aneuaihg him of belng "McMath's boy." The only example
where Cherry singled out an opponent by name wag the oc-
casion when, in view of Murry's promise to conduct & poor
boy's campalgn, he observed that Murry was the richest poor
boy 1ian Arkansas.

The effect of Cherry's introduction of & new method of
campalgning will be discussed later in thls chepter, It is
well to note that belore he began his talkathons, he was
deslignated as the candidate most likely to end up at the
bottom of the pile in the wlld scramble for votes, FEwven
after the first few talkathons, skeptics predicted that his
radlo audiences would soon tire of his volce and would turn
thelr radice off in dlsgust. After it became apparent that
his talksthons were gsining in popularity constantly, pol-
itical observers began to 1ift their eyebrows and take his
campalgn seriously., Cherry's entire campalgn was designed
to acquaint the largest number of voters possible in the
shortest length of time with the candidate.

Boyd Tackett's campaign got off to a quick start and
it loocked for a while that he would win the election before
the other candldates even began. In every town throughout
the state there were large banners stretched across the
streets proclaiming "Tackett for Governor." Thers were

hundreds of road signs on every major road in the state,
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Tackett had made scores of spesches and appearances while
thse other candldates were still preparing their itineraries.
With the exception of Mcliath's home town of Hot Springs,
Tackett appearsd in the other candldates! home towns and
openly admitted that he was fully aware that he would not
receive the voters support from that district in the primary
but asked the people to support him in the run-off contest
in the event their favorite candidate was eliminated., This
long-rangs planning was a novel twist in Arkansas politics,
Boyd Tackett injected a new 1dea in Arkansas campaign
tactics early in the contest when he announced that he would
stump the entire state in a rented helicopter, Prior to
his rental of the hsalicopter, Tackett was drawing rather
small crowds despite the fact that he was conducting the
most active aampaigﬁ of all five candidates, His flying
machine brought out wvoters who had never listened to a can-
didate for governor before and Tackett soon bagan setting
records 1n attendance for daytime speaking. Tacketi~for-
Governor sound trucks would go into a small town and inform
the citizens that Tackett was about to "drop in" on them,
Tackett's pilot would give the town & thorough buzzing and
then the candidate would land on the courthouse lawn, the
city square, or a vseant lot. The whole town and a part
of the countryside would always turn out for the cccasion,
The heliconter cost Tackett 100 dollars per day plus thirty-

five dollara for each hour used in the alr,
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When Cherry first amnounced that he planned to conduet
a saries of talkathons, Tackett gave out a sharp protest.
Accusing Cherry of using promotional talent from Miami in
an effort to catch up in the governor's race, Tackett re~
vealed that the sams promoters had come to him shortly before
and he rejected their idesa, According to Tackestt, theae men
offersd him the stunt at an estimated cost of from $50,000
to 280,000 plus a weekly salery of $2,500 for the services
of the two promoters.

After hearing Cherry's statement that all the other
candidates had refusged his invitation to appear on his talkae
thon because of fear, Tackett lmmedlately answered that he
received no such invitation but that he would be hampy to
appear any time or anywhere. Tackett continued: ". . . and
I*'1l not have anyone massage my throat for me--or wipe my
brow. . . I'll answer questions that he has never thought
of--and for that matter he has yet to answer the real ques-
ijons- that have been sent in to him,”gs

Tackett attempted to create the impression with the
voters that McMath was corrupt by repeatedly making the
charge that McMath had offered him £50,000 prior to the
contest in an effort to persuade him not to run for governor.

About the only other candidate Tackett singled out by

name in an sffort to discredit his opposition was Ike Nurry.
Tackett labeled Murry's extravegant campaign a ". . . wild

851b1d., July 23, 1952.
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spending orgy and publiclty extravaganza® and ". ., , an
attempt to stampede rank and file voters whom he has falled
to go to gee,"80

Tackett placed the flrst politicsl cartoon of the 1952
campaign in the papers early in the contest., It showed
Tackett riding a bicycle down a road marked "Vietory for the
People” with a carriage basket on the bloyele filled with
"more support for indigents," "independent highwey commission,”
"higher pay for teachers," and "decency in government," The
Tackett blceyele has just upset the one on which McMath was
riding, leaving a very irritated and ruffled Sidney sprawled
on the ground sghaking his fist and screaming, "I had it
made 'til you came by!" McMath's basket, filled with "graft,"
"temporary roads," "wild spending," and "waste," had been
scattered completsly., MNurry 1s shown slesping at one side
of the road while Cherry is busy picking "political cherries”
off a tree, Holt 18 far in the background astride a stump
marked 1942, There are several other stumps nearby, each
marked with an election year. A large sign proclaims,
"Holt Spoke Esre.”87

Tackett's attractive wife, Norma, alded him greatly
during the campalign by spesking in remote sections of the

state, The Tackett campaign was designed to appeal to the

861p14., July 22, 1952,
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"forgotten voter" by having the candidate speak to as many
voters as possible.

dJack Holt introduced a new campalgn gimmick when he
conducted the most unique open house at his campalgn head-
quarters in the history of Arkansas politics., Holt's head-
quarters, located in the business district of Little Roek,
was arranged with a large driveway running nearby. The
voter merely drove his car up to the waiting and smiling
Holt and was greeted with a warm handshake by the candidate,
It waes reported that over six hundred sutomobiles came
through this novel drive-in headquarters each day Holt was
present,

Peggy Holt, the daughter of Jack Holt, made the news
briefly in the middle of the campaign when her idess on how
a gubernatorial campalgn should be conducted were revealed.
Peggy became quite alarmed about the publicity Boyd Tackett
was receiving beceuse of his constant use of his hellecopter
and, after giving the matter serious consideration, came up
with the perfect solution. She suggested that her father
could attract more attention than Tackett by leaping from a
plane into the courthouse square by parachute, Holt re jected

the ldea with a startling degree of emphasis,
Holt ignored the racisl question during this cempaign,

remembering how Mciath had turned that issue intc an affair
which defeated him in 1948, And, too, by this time the
voters of Arkansas were accepting the fact that the Negfoes
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were entitled to suffrage, and citizens all over the state
refused to bscome unduly alarmed when civil rights legis~
lation was mentioned, Holt devoted most of his speeches to
an examination of McMath's two adminlistrations. As the

study of the speeches indlicates, he found nothing good in

them. Using s new approach in his efforts to discredit
McMath in the eyes of the voters, Holt gave Mclath several
revealing nicknames, such as "Knight in Shining Armor,”
"Prince of the Pardon Parade,” and "King of the Bootleggers.”

Holt's entire campaign was the best he had ever cone
ducted, He gpoke frankly and openly on the issues before
the people and gave up his usual appeal to emotion, He re-
garded McMath as his opponent and ignored the other candi~
dates for the most part, He attempted, throughout the cam-
paign, to create the impression that he was the only person
able to defeat MoMath, and he left little doubt in the minds
of the voters that Arkansas would be rulned completely unless
McMath was defeated.

Tke Murry's opening campalgn address, delivered at
North Little Rock, revealed hils plané in regard to woolng
the voters. He assured the smudience that the contest was
between Sldney NcMath and Ike Murry, the other candidates
being out of the question. Bellittling McMath in thls speech,
Murry charged that the governor had ignored existing state
purchasing laws and as a result, many people closely con-

nected with his administration had reaped thousands of
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corrupt dollars; McMath had belittled the Highway Audlt
Commission and refused to render cooperation in 1its func~
tiona; and McMath's personal affairs were questionable be~
cause of the fact that he was Iin a Jam over payment of his
taxes, After having revealed the misdeeds of McMath's
administrations, Murry gave the audience his detalled and
definite fourteen point program: (1) a 12 per cent reduc-~
tion in the overall cost of the atate govermment, (2) reduc-
tion of taxes, {3) a fiscal control board free from the
governor's control, (L) compliance with state purchasing
laws, (5) a state comptroller's office, (6) an annual sudit
of the highway system, (7) restoration of public school
revenues to the public school funds, {8) rifty million
dollars of new highway construction while reducing the
bonded debt of the state by ten million dollars, (9) indus~
trial expansion, (10) cooperation with the General Assembly,
(11) the wise choice of honest people for jobs, (12) open
the welfars rolls, {13) prompt publicity for all furloughs,
paroles, and pardons made, and (1ll;) a two-term limitation
on the governorship.

Hurry, as we shall see, followed this general theme
during the course of the campaign. He would sndeavor to
convince the voters that McMath's administrations were cor-
ruapt and that he was the only candidate able to stralghten
the mess out because of his having served two terms a&s General

Attorney during McMath's adminlistrations. According to
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Murry, this position had given him an opportunity to gain
an insight on the corruption going on aend had granted him
the necessary sxperience to put a stop to ivt.

During the entire campaign of 1952, Ike Murry approached
the entire situstion with dead earnestness and a sincerity
of purpose. He was completely unable, or unwilling, to be
glib or bombastic, His speeches were Informative and, for
the most part, dreb and uninspiring. Hurry made it a point
to shake hands with every one present bsfore and alter &
speaking engagement., He knew at least two local leaders in
each community and insisted upon seeking them out, regard-
less of the fact that many of his acquaintances were sctively
supporting one of the other four candldates, MNurry stressed
three points of his platform in these short spesches~«old
age pensions, highways, and welfare. As a rule, he refused
to deal in generalities., Murry's volce was easlly subject
to hoarseness, and he often could not give his speeches the
tone he desired, He had about 500 billboards scattersd over
the state. Murry avolded any mention of his famlly during
the course of the entire campalgn. Although Murry disap-
proved of any campalgn frills, he was delighted that his
attendance records rose sharply after the Nashville,
Tennesses, Radio Troupe, the Grand '0le Opry, Jjolned his
campaign.,

Murry conducted the usual open houses during the came

paign at his Little Rock headquarters. His campalgn manager



133

estimated that between five and six thousand visitors shook
hands with Murry during one of these affairs. This attend-
ance may have been due to the fact that Murry had a string
band present to entertain his guests with hillbilly musioc.

Murry purchased by far the most advertising spvace in

the newspapers than dld any other two candidates combined.
These advertisements were designed to create a bandwagon
impression. They usually contained numerous pictures of
Murry's rallies and letters and statements from local leaders
proclaiming thelr support of Murry. Using the Republican
nominee's theme, the advertisement boldly declared, "They
Like Ike."

Many voters, remembering Murry's declaration that he
was going to run a "poor boy's campaign,” began wondering
where he was obtalning all the money necessary to finance
such an intensive campalign. Although Arkansas isn't over-
loaded with enlightened citlzens, most of them are aware
that & poor man cannot hire entertalners by the dozens, buy
full-page advertisementa dally, and erect hundreds of large
billboards., They feared that Murry had fallen into the hands
of specilal interests which were anxious to use him as & front
for thelr activities in the event of his election. Murry
loat more votes by his campalgn methods than he won due to
this district on the part of the electorate,

McMath depended upon his organization for the success
of his campaign. When he left in the mcéning he was handed

a detalled ltinerary contalning the names of key people who
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must be seen, things which must be done, suggestions on
what should be said, and to whom these things should be
said. Henry Woods, McMath's campalgn manager, arranged for
one group of local supporters to meet McMath and stay with
him through his visit in thelr particular locality. MeMath
tried to avold more than one real speech per day, shaking
hands the remainder of the day. He would visit with small
informal groups, crack jokes, and chat in his folksy manner.
He was famous for suddenly hugging some elderly woman or
ruffling the hair of some child. The major theme of all

of McMath's tallks was roads.

A member of the McMath administration distributed
coples of a song entitled "Sid McMath Victory Song” to state
employees at the capitol in preparation of a huge MoMath
relly planned for McArthur Park. The words were:

Vote, vote for Sid McMath
He will be the winner,
He 18 no beginner,
Vote, vote for Sid McMath,
He deserves a third term now.
Within an hour a parody on the song was meking its appear~
ance to many of the capitol offices. The parody was:
He'll be the loser,
He'll be thes loser,
Pall, fall with Sid Msﬁggh,
He'll be the loser now.
The McMath forces deserted thelr plans to urge the

state employees to gather at the rally and sing pralses of

gaArkanaaa Gazette, July 17, 1952,
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the governor, MoMath deserted his role of the dignified
candidate in this campalgn and made several wild charges
against certaln busliness interests, He devoted a good pore
tion of each address complalining that the Arkansas Power
and Light Company, the Lion 01l Company, and Senator John
B, McClellan were uniting in an effort to defeat him., He
pointed out that the other candidates had promised the
voters a "poor boy's campaign" but he urged the vntera)ho
", + « take a look at the newspaper advertisements, bille
boards, talkathons, and hellicopters and see who ias spending
the money,“89 MeMath stated that all of that was fine, howe
ever, because he dld not need to spend money on newgpaper
advertising becsuse hls opponents were getting his neme in
the newspapers without 1t costing him a cent,

An interesting event happened during the campaign which
offersd McMath another reason to cry "foul.," He was liter-
ally left in the dark at Harrlson, Holt's home town, while
making an address in the Boone County Courthouse. In the
middle of his spesech there was a complete power failure, but
McMath continued right along with his talk while his atten-
dants hurried to locate the trouble, Someone had pulled
the master switch, McMath used this incldent several times

as an example of how he was belng victlmiéa& by dirty poli-
tical tactics.

891pb1d,, July 19, 1952,
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McMath was forced to defend hls two adminlstrations
whlle promising the voters more and better things., His
opponents only had to explain what they planned to do.

The Arkansas Gazette published a letter sarly in the
campaign from & wit in Conway contalning & song which fairly
accurately summed up the current political situstion in
Arkansas and afforded a general insight to the machinery
of a gubernatorial election in Arkansas., This letter,
signed "Ollie," 18 as follows:

| The current guubernatorial race inspires a corny
Jingle which might be fitted to the tune of '"That's -
What I Like About the South' and entlitled 'An

Arkansas Summer In Fifty-Two!':

Put on the skillet, 5id ain't dead, but
he's shore going to nsed mo' shortnin' bread.

He'll be heard from, that boy Tackett,
teause he glts thar fusteat wld de mostest racket.

An' clean across the state, Clay County to Pike,
they're screamin' and a-yellin, I like Ike.

Arcund Jonsaboro they're tirsd o' hackberry;
they want thelr pile all flavorad with Chsrry.

While down in de blg town, an' not a blt tied,
back bounces friend Jack, yellin' No Holt barred.

3till de Arkansas donkey knows how to buck,
an' a certain nlce man won't have & Speck of luck,

They're all good fellows, each thinks his plan beste~
low taxes, big pensions, good roads, and the rest,

On radio an' loud speaker their spewin' at the mouth
will stir the hot air 'till we'lre sure of a drouthe

But that's ths way we like it down South, 90

901p1d., June 20, 1952,
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Radio Station KLRA of Little Rock projected something
new into the politicsl picture of Arkansas by sponsoring,
without charge, a set of questions for each candidate to
answer over the facllities of their broadcasting system,
Their plan to interview the five candldates on successive
nights was highly advertised and thousands of voters lis-
tened carefully. These interviews, conducted in the middle
of' the campalgn, gave us a general outline of the issues of
the campalgn and a rough i1dea how each candidate stood on
each of these issues, It would be well to describe briefly
the results of these interviews before examining, in detail,
the candidates' spoken words on the various issues offered
during the entire campaign.

Cherry was interviewed first by the station the night
of July 1. The judge advocated a long-range construction
plan for the building of roads and gave lavish pralse to
the proposed Mack-Blackwell Amendment as a step toward
teking the State Highway Commission ocut of politics. Cherry
bemoaned the fact that out-of-state trucks were abusing
Arkansas' roads and asserted his opposition to the idea of
refunds to truckers under the current mileage system, Cherry
expragsaed the bellef that an annual audit of each depariment
of the State Government should be conducted.

Radlo station KLRA of Little Rook conducted its second
interview with the candidates for governor with Jack Holt
receiving the queations. Holt stated that he favored s
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central agency for state purchasing instead of ", . . the
hydra-headed mass of waste and duplication we so often
find, . .“91 He affirmed his hearty support of the Macke
Blackwell Amendment and stated that he would not rest until
& minimum salary was established for teachersa, Holt cone
timially referred to his plan to establish an advisory
board consisting of outstanding local leaders throughout
the state who would help hlm conduct the affairs of the
atate, Holt promised to cut administrative expenses and
to oppose all ralses In taxes.,

The third candidate to be ilnterviewed over station
KLRA was Governor Sid McMath, Admitting that the state
parole board might not spend as much tlme as might be de=
sirable in considering parcles, McMath, nonetheless, stated
that he felt the parole board was doing & good job. Asked
1f he favored the contlinuation of an annual audlt of the
highway program, McMath answered: "I strongly favor a cone
tinuing highway sudit. . « but I think that auditing should
be done by a state auditer, . , I do not believe we should
have a repetition of a politicel sudit that is desligned to
serve political purroses. . 92 MoMath gave no rash prome
ises to reduce taxes and frankly admitied that he saw no
way to cut administrative expenses, He announced his approval

of the proposed Mack-Blackwell Amendment and expressed hope

91pid,, July 16, 1952.
921p1d,, July 17, 1952.
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for a minimum teachers'! salary. The governor stated his op~
position to an inorease in the state sales tax.

The fourth candidate to be interviewed was Attorney
General Ike Murry., Rather than increase 1iéenaing foes,
Murry proposed a revision of the truek licensing 1&*3.
Burry Jjoined the four previous candldates in favoring the
proposed Mack«Blackwell Amendment. He agreed with McMath
in that there should be no increase in the state sales tax.
According to Murry, Pulaskl County (Little Roeck) was the
object of diserimination in highway construction. Murry
assalled the proposed Act 2442, the state purchasing act, as
a method to legalize all of the violations of the law un-
covered by the highway audit commlassion.

Boyd Tackett was the gueat speaker on radio station
KLRA in the last of these gseries of interviews with the
candidates., He stated hla complete opposition to the proe-
posed Mack-Blackwell Amendment, the only ones of the five
candidates to take this stand. He stsated that this pro-
poged plan to revise the highway department was %, , ., an
insult to the intelligence of the Arkansas voters."®3 He
approved the idea of an annual audit of every department
in the State Goverrment and stated that he would oppose any
increase in taxes not approved by the voters by ballot. He
expressed hls approval of state purchasing act, Act 242 and

stated that he favored a minimum salary for teachers,

931Ibtd., July 19, 1952,
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With a general 1dea of the nature of the iasues in this
campaign and the candldates' stated positions, let us now
examine the speeches of the aspirants on these questions.

The propossed constitutional amendment, the Mack-
Blackwell Amendment, which was designed as an effort to set
up a statewlde Highway Commission whose majority would
eventually be free of direct domination by the governorts
office was thoroughly scorned by Congressman Boyd Tackett.
Calling the amendment a completa farce, Tackett explalned
to the voters that ™, . . the system allows the governor to
appolint five commissioners on staggered terms who will be
completely dominated and controlled by the governor during
his two or more years in affiea.“gh Predicting the operae-
tion of the Commission, Tackett charged that even if the
governor serves only two years, he will control all of the
Commission and that if the governor serves four years, he
will be obligated to appoint his friends as Highway Comw-
missioners, According to Tackett, both Mchiath and Murry were
claiming credit for this provosed amendment, but nelther
man was anxious for 1ts vassage becauss it would deprive them
of the blggest political plum in the state--the Highway
Commission, Tackett promised the voters that if he did not
remove the Highway Department from the control of the gover-
nort's office, he would never again run for public office as

long as he lived.

thexarkana Gazetts, June 15, 1952,




Broadly hinting at 1llegal practices during the MoMath
administrations, Tackett scorned McMath's road program cone
stantly and promised the voters that he would never accept
one penny of finaneclal backing from road equipment dealersa
or contractors. Tackett vointed out that McMath's road pro-
gram was one big flop by citing the fact that both the
Missouri and Arkansas Automoblile Assoclations had classified
gome roads in Arkansas as impassable and recommsnded to
their members that they avold those roads, As a result of
this, Tackett maintained, many tourlsts avoided the state
completely by golng through Oklshoma and Mississippl.
Tackett blamed McMath for the state's loss of tourist trade.

Tackett did not propose s detalled ﬁlan for rcoad conw
struction but preferred to devote his discussion of this
subject chiefly to a condemnatlion of Mchllath's program. It
was his intention to complain so loudly about the practices
which had occurred during the four previcus years that the
voters would simply forget to inquire about & suggestion
from him for a better method.

Holt cast Olen Fullerton, McMath's State Highway
Director, in the role as a likely scoundrel in most of his
speeches dealing with the road issue in this campaign., Helt
informed the voters that there had been plenty of corruption
in the state highway department during NeMath's administra-
tion and attasmpited to connect Pullerton directly with these

oractices. He stated in every spsech that he had no
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intention of distrubing the professional staff of the high-
way department but that his first duty would be to fire
Fullerton. Appealing to the democratic tendencies of the
people and making an overt bid for the support of local
leaders, Holt repeatedly promised to esproint an advisory
committee of citizens consisting of one man and one woman
from each county in order to aid him in straightening up the
highway situation.

Holt pointed ocut to his sudiences that, because of
McMath and Fullerton, state road Jobs were not going to the
lowaest bldders despite state laws requiring such actlion.
Using descriptive language in an effort to appeal to the
voters of Izard County, Holt described thelr roads as
", « « one of the roughest unpaved sections in Arkensas, all
gravel and grunts, all stones and maans.“95 Of course, Holt
promiged them new roads 1if elected governor,

Although the candidates in Arkansas frequently treat
each other falrly roughly verbally, they seldom outright
accuse each other of being liars. Holt did precisely this,
however, in several speeches, He quoted Alf Johnson, McMath's
chief highway engineer, as saying that only 1,085} miles of
road bullding had been achleved under the McMath administra-
tion. Holt told his listeners that McHath was telling a

boldfaced lie when he claimed that over 2,500 miles of roads
had been bullt during his four years as governor.

gsﬁrkggsaa Gagzette, July L, 1952,
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Holt referred to the "smelly"™ scandals ralsed by the
recent Highway Audit Commission, He promised to insure that
gsuch scandals could not possibly occur when he became gov-
srnor because of his plans to require 2 periodical audit of
every major department of the state government,

Holt's object in his criticls of MoMath's road pro-
grem was the seme as Tackett's--make a blg fuss over the
bad points of McMath's program and the voters would neglect
to ask what your suggestions are., Holt realized that his
road prozram of 1948 had been unpopular with the voters and
he did not dere propose 1t again, He contented himself with
pelnting to the allezed charges of corruption in McMath's
administration in this respect.

Francls Cherry confined hls remarks pertaining to the
road lssue to well-worded criticlsms of McMath's program,

He promised to clean us the Highway Department but openly
edmitted that he planned to continue McMath's general plans
for road constructions,

Jovernor S51d WoMath revealed his intentions early in
the campaign of running for a third term chiefly on the
merits of his road bullding progrems, A motorist, going
through Arkansas during WMeMath's administrations, was
groeted all over the state by signs warning him to "Drive
Carefully....Arkansas in Actlon™, These signs, placed
around a8ll road construction jobs, contalned a short message

from MeMathbegging the motorist to forgive the present
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conditions of the roada but advised him that there was a
statewids program in progress which would result in his
motoring convenience. None of McMath's opponents could
deny the fact that McMath had bullt roads; they had to
settle for the privilege of charging that there had been
corruptlion during the process.

Prior to the informal opening of the 1952 gubernatorial
campaign, Governor MclMath had 75,000 highway construction
progress report maps printed by the Highway Department.
These fancy maps showed the road work done, contracted, and
planned under the McMath administration., The four~colored
maps drew caustic remarks early in ths campaign from the
opponents to Mclath's bid for a third term. The maps,
printed at the tax payers' sxpense, were obviously for pole
itiecs.

McMath made the boastful claim that there was not one
sounty in Arkansas without a hard surfaced road due to the
fine work of his road program, He admitted, "We even built
highways for the Republicans up in the northern part of the
state,"90

McMath defended hie stand of non~cooperation with the
Highway Audit Commisslon on the grounds that it was a po-
litical move accomplished in an effort to dlscredlit him.

He refused to permit himself to be placed on the defensive

in the road controversy but attempted to remain aloof to the

9§§exarkggg Gazette, June 21, 1952,
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charges heaped upon him by hils four opponents. He devoted
moat of his speeches to a discussion of the roads he had
built and the ones he would bulld during his third temm.

Attorney General Ike Murry had no intention of permit-
ting McMath to leave the road issue with only a minor
scolding., Having worked near the governor 1n the state
Capitol, he fully planned to make some startling revelations
to the voters asbout what he deemed to be the truth about
corruntion in the highway department. Murry, irate over
McMath's political road map, had one printed with his own
money. He passed these maps out to every voter who gathered
to hear his speeches. According to the detalls of ﬁnrryis
map, McMath had made several false claims about his road
program. Murry's maps pointed out the findings of the
Highway Audit Commission,

Murry, continuing his accusations of irregularities in
McMath's road building program, accused the governor of pro-
gramming one set of jobs and contracting for another. The
Attorney General promised to put the procedure of awarding
highway contracts on an orderly basis,

Une of Murry's most interesting charges of corruption
in the Mclieth administration was made early in the campaign
when he stated that there was over 10,000 dollars worth of
road bulilding materials missing from one of the state's
stockplles and broadly hinted at poassible court action.
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Although state aduminiatrators denled thlis charge, Hurry
repeated 1t throughout the campaign.

Murry informed the voters that MeMath had used Truman's
tactics in an effort to cover up the investigations made by
the Highway Audit Commission. He compared McMath's actions
to those of Truman when the Fulbrizht Committee investis
gated the activities of the R, F, C. in Washington.

According to Murry, the payrolls of the State Highway
Department were belng vadded in order to furnish funds for
McMath's campalgn. He repeated thls charge at every oppor-
tunity.

 Murry further accused McMath with contracting highway
vrojects far in excess of the appropriations availlable to
the State Govermment through June 30, 1953. McMath was
doing this in a deaperate attempt to gain votes, according
to Murry.

Taking credit for the highway audit investigation,
Murry informed his audlences that he waas the one responsible
for all the corruption being exposed. He claimed that he
had recovered funds wrongfully appropriated despite Molath's
protests,

Murry was perfectly willing to permit McMath to make
the road issue the predominating factor in the campaign. He
felt certain that the peopls would be impressaed by his vast
number of charges of corruntion and decide that he was the

only candidate who could promptly put an end to such practices.
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Many voters were impressed by the investigations made
by the Highway Audit Commission and by the multitude of
charges of corruption made by McMath's opponents. Typical
of those local leaders who agreed with the charges of cor-
ruption is Howard Johnston, businessman from Gurdon,
Arkansas. Johnaton denounced McMath in these terms:

e o o « FPirst, let me say that I have a younger brother
who is a superintendent for a road contractor who does
state work almost exclusively. Through him, and probe
ably unintentional on his part, I have a very thorough
knowledge of the very ultra-rotten Arkansas State High-
way setup. This setup was not original with McMath,
but he has exploited 1t to the fullest extent.

My personal oplnion . . . i1s: MoMath, being a
master at mass psychology and political intrigue,
holding no obligation or duty ahead of his desire for
limelight and personal gain, has led the state of
Arkansas to a conditlon of near-bankruptey, finencially,
and has so confused civic end business leaders until
there ls no plan for progress left which csn even be

sonsidered under the 89e~man show that Arkansas is
now suffering. . . .

Another latter,expressing the same sentiments is one
recsived from Major Joe Holmes, a research statistician

for the state., Holmes said that his reasons for voting

against Mchlath were as follows:

I voted for McMath in 1948 and 1950, T will not
vote for MeMath this term. The reason that I am not
voting for HMcMath is because he is running for a third
term and I have heard too mueh about the corruption
that has been golng on during his term in office. Not
that I can support these allegations, I just think
that 1t is time that Arkgngaa had a new man in the
Governor's chair. . . .9

MLetter to the author from Howard Johnston, dated
July 11, 1952,

98Lattar to the author from Major Joe Holmes, dated
July 14, 1952.
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One of McMath's bittersst political enemies stated the
reasons for voting against McHath 1n more exact terms. John
F. Wells, publisher of the Arkensas Recorder, a small news-
paper dealing with goverrmental affairs in Arkansas, stated:

. » + I could give you a great many reasons for voting
against McMath, but they can all be summed up in the
phrage~~his dlshonesty.

Governor lcMath is referred to by the (azette
editorial psge as a Progressive, but in his two terms
he has not come forward with any legislation that im-
proves accuracy of administration of the state govern-
ment or contributes to the state's economlc growth.

One of the firast things he dld was to waste about
$15,000,000 of balances in the state's general revemnues
and in the highway funds. He promised 386,900,000 of
new highways completed in four years, but the contracted
construction for that period will approximate only
$50,000,000. He sponsored amendments of the Revenue
Stabllization Law so that the Public School Pund has
beon deprived of about $20,000,000 that would have been.
acerued to 1t 1f the McMath sdministratian had not
tampersd with the lew, . . 2

On the other hand, Mclath received the support of many
local lsaders whose particular diatricts had been alded by
his road-buillding program. The writer has in his poasession
a letter written by the Mayor of & southern Arkansas town
which expresses the sentiment of those leaders who felt com-
pelled to support the governor, The leader, desiring
anonynity, states:

o« » o I think you wlll get a lot of political
tripe and fleg waving from asome of the local politicians

that you will contact, but will try to give you a true
statement as to why I personally vote the way that T

99Lettor to the author from John T. Wells, dated
August 7, 1952,
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do and attempt to influenece others to so vote, as a
local politician,

I voted for McMath 1in 1948, 1950 and will vote
for him in 1952; I actively supported him the first
two times and am supporting him, less actively per-
haps, this time. My reasons: Melath had a good past
record when first elected and I thought, dild a reason-
ably good job as Governor; when a man has been in
offlee, he must thereafter run on his record while the
other cendlidates run on promises; I know McMath's
record and know that 1t 1s not so good in spotsy I
wonder what the record of any one of the candidates
would look like after four years in office, MclMath
is a probable future candldate for U. 8. Senator;
he will have to be & good Governor for another two
yeara, BUT NOW FOR THE TRUTH A% PAR AS A 'LOCAL
POLITICIAN' IS CONCHERNED: I am the Mayor of thls
small Clty and we have tried for years to have & paved
lead~1in atreet from the highway to the business dis-
trict, so done by the State, inasmuch as it is financi
ally imposslble for the City to so pavej this is now
being done by the State through McMath; that is the
meat of the coconut} every local politician I believe
i1s selfish for himself or for his partiocular area of
political operation; if a Governor does something for
him, or for his area, for the people of his area, he
votes for that man; this 18 not good government, but
it is certainly the way that it works, good or bad,
although I do not believe that a great many of the
local politiclans will tell you so.

Inasmuch as I am hypoeritical enough to tell the
truth and not wanting my name used with the t{ugh,
please do not use my name in your thesis, . .10

It is the bellefl of the author that the writer of that
letter described the functions and mschinery of Arkansas
polltica perfectly in all respects,

Leaving the subject of roads for the time being, we
now will inveatigata the candidates'! stand on the school
issue., We must bear in mind that this issue is one of the

old stand~bys which gstate politicians have kicked around for

losbatbar to the author from the Mayor of an Arkansas
town dated July 18, 1952,
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decades, making 1t appear that they do not really care to
solve the problems involved for fear that it would cease to
exist as a campalgn issue.

McHath did not deal at any great length on the achools
issue. He usually injected into hia addresses a simple
statement that he favored a minimum salery of %2,L00 for
teachers wlth bachslor degrees.

Appealing for sectional support as well as defendling
his record, McMath informed the voters of Jonesboro theat
under his administration finanelal support of colleges and
universities had doubled. McMath lauded the new Medical
Center under construction at Little Rock and proposed that
a construction fund for colleges and universitiea of the
State be established.

HcMath realized that he was unpopular with most edu-
cators throughout the state because of hls administration’s
fallure to aid them substantially., He did not go to any
degree of trouble in an effort to regain their support.

Holt approached the schools issue with the idea of cone
vincing the people that the difficulty lay in the operations
of the State Educatlon Iepartment. He promised in every
address to take the frills out of the Department of Educa-
tion and to return this money to the esducators of the state,

Making an effort to gain the support of the state's

educatora, Holt made several other promlses in his speeches,



151

He would favor a $2,400 ver year minimum wage for teachers,
a tenure law, and increased retirement benefits.

Holt's strategy in capitalizing on the schools 1ssue was
simply to out-promise the other candidates. The teachers,
having heard these same promises for years, remalned unim=
pressed.

Cherry stressed the point in all of his talks that the
state's school system was a pitiful disgrace and was not
near what the state needed. He was guick to inform the
voters, however, that he was opposed to any new tax and that
the way to reorganize and to improve the school system was
to revise the tax structure. He completely evaded the ques~
tions asked him by those voters who wanted to know his exact
plan to improve the school system,

Murry dealt only briefly with the schools issue and
then confined hls discussion to institutions of higher learne
ing. He promised to consider the pleas of the universities
and the colleges on their merits and not for political ad-
vantage, Murry promised that he would sppolnt no board
members without first consulting alumni organizations,
college students!' parents, and college administrators. This
wag & vast appeal for the support of a goodly portion of
Arkansasl citizens.

Tackett was the only candidate who aired his views in

anything resembling a complete manner. He stated on numerous



occasions that the state school system would have enough
money to sees it through a nine~-month term if it would dis-
pense with a large number of officials in the Little Rock
office,

Tackett referred constantly to the fact that many
Arkansas-trained teachers were goinz to nelghboring states
where they could earn a decent salary. Continuing his cry
that the solution lay in revising the State Department of
Education, Tackett asserted that there was too much money
being soent on administration which should be spent on
reising teachers'! salarles,.

Tackett promised to place the State Geologleal Departe
ment under the direction of the University of Arkansas so
that the University's sclentific staff could assist the
Department in 1ts research.

Touching briefly on other types of schools, Tackett
stated that the Arkansas Deaf School was too dangerous for
deaf children to inhabit, Acecording to Tackett, the
children's ward at the State Hospital was the most pltiful
glght in Arkansas,.

It wquld be difficult to contend that these vague and
general statementa concerning the school lssue had any ef'fact
whatsoever on the outeome of the slection. Moat teachers
ssemed to agree that Cherry had offered the only senalble
solution to the problem,

All of the candidates stated thelr opposition to any

new taxes and most of them expressed optimism that the
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existing taxes could be reduced., Jack Holt was the only
candidate to meke a sincere effort to raise the tax lssue in
a serious degrse., He charged that McMath, desplte past came
paign promises, had approved elght new taxes amounting to
over elght million dollars yearly.

For the first time in several years, machine politics
did not enter the campaign as an issue. In fact, the only
mention made on this subject was a statement made by Holt
during the first days of the campalgn that McMath had built
the greatest politicsl machine every welded together in the
State of Arkansas, In order to maintain his machine, Holt
charged McMath with "throwing money around with the reckless
abandon of & drunken sailor, 01

Tackett was at a severe disadvantage insofar as cam-
paigning for the labor vote was concerned. Having served
in the United States Congress, his voting record on matters
pertaining to organized labor was an open book. Labor
looked at the record and did not like what it saw,

When 1t became saprarent that the labor vote in Arkansas
had been advised not to support Tackett, the congressman
began making a strenuous effort to convince the voters that
his record on the lasbor problem was good. Tackett stated,
"My labor record in the Arkansas State Legislature 1s good,

in fact tops; and my labor record in the United States Congress

10lpexarkana Gazette, June 15, 1952.
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is good, regardless of the accusations made by a big labor
leader out of Washington who never worked a day in his life,
and who came down here recently %to discredit my labor record
for the benefit of President Truman's pally'parrot.“loz |
Tackett was referring to Willisam J. McSBorley, the Assistant
Director of the Labor League for Political BEducatlion, who
had started at an A, P. of L, convention in Little Rock thatb
Tackett had a bad labor record, Tackett pointed to his
record of having voted for immlgrants to come to Arkansas to
help harvest ssssonal corops and to his vote aprroving the
seventy-five cents minimum wage law,

Tackett's record in Congress perteining to labor legis-
lation had nlaced him on organized labor's black list,
Despite all of hils contentions to the contrary, he ﬁrabably
only succeeded in convinecing himself that he waé a true
friend to organized labor, Certainly, thlas bloc of votes
hurt Tackett's chances of becoming governor,

McMath received expscted support from the ranks of labor
when a neational rall labor newspaper, Labor, published in
Washington, announced that nineteen rallroad unlons were
behind McMath in his bid for a third term., The paper gave
McMath the promlse of future support by stating that Arkansas
should send him to the United States Senate in 1954, McMath
was generslly conceded to be the scandidate most likely to
gain the majority of organized labor support.

102, ryansas Gazette, July 9, 1952,
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Ike Murry immediately debunked this statement as false
propagands, claiming that many union leaders and unlon mem-
bers were solidly behind him. Murry, no doubt, drew the
support of some union men, but therse is no record of any
leaders of the labor movement in Arkansas sctively supporte
ing him.

Shortly after the issue of Labor had been made publie,
Cherry's headquarters mads public an announcement that the
Camden Local 1638 of the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,
and Paperhangers of America had endorsed Cherry in his cam-
palgn for governor. This announcement was one of several
which were issued by Cherry in an attempt to destroy McMath's
claim to the labor vote,

Conceding that labor was for McMath, we now come to
another campalgn issue~-~ex-governor Homer Adkins. Tackett
first injected Adkins into the campaign during the early
days of the contest by charging that ". . . & former Qoverw
nor, now seeking a fifthe-term control of the Governor's
office, ls the chiel operator of a Governor-makers group.”
Tackett stated that this Governor-makers group was running
", « « & third term horse paired with an unknown field horse.,"
According to Tackett, this group supported at least two canw
didates in order to maintaln control of the Governor'a office,
He did not identify anyone by name but promised to reveal

the true sltuation at a later date. Tackett also promised



156

to reveal his plans, at a later date, to "prevent Arkansas
Governors from meddling with the office of United States
Senator, 103

Exwgovernor Homer Adking, serving in the capacity of
Director of the State Employment Security Division, 1ssued
a statement shortly after Tackett's blistering attack.

This statement was an effort to set the rscord straight in
that 1t oconsleted of a denial of any political ambitions by
Adkins. Adkins stated that he had no desire to bs governor
or United 8tates Senator and that, even {f he wished to
gerve in slther capacity, his business and poor health would
prohibit him from doing so. His present duties occupled all
of his time, Adkins ssserted, and he further stated that he
wished it to be made clear that he had no quarrel with any
ol MckMath's opponents.

In a letter from Homer Adkins to the author, he stated
that he had supported McMath for governor in his two previous
campalgns end sxplained his support of McMath's third term
bid as follows:

« » o I am also supporting Governor MeMath In his

present race in my limited way because I think he has

done a magnificent job with his road building program
and other progressive measures, I also felt that

since they gave him such strong opposition for a

second verm that he was et least entitled to some conw

sideration because of this fact. He, like all human
beings, has made some mistakes, but he has fostered

1031p1d., June 23, 1952.
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many progressive movements and 1a probably better known

thraughaut the Hnitadlgﬁatea than any governor in the

past fifty years., . 'Y

Tackett 1gnored Adkin's statement and continued to re-
peat his charges that McMath was only & front for Homer Adkins.
Finally, Homer Adkins announced his resignation after having
been constantly mentioned in the campaign in most unflatter
ing terms, When asked i1f he planned to participate actively
in the campaign in behalf of MeMath, Adkins answered, "Well,
a fellow doesn't usually sit idly by when others are throww
ing rocks at him, does ha?"lo;

Adkins rendered McMath much aid during the final days
of thils campalgn and during the run~off election which fol-
lowed. It 13 still the author's contention that Homer
Adkins gained more votes for McMath than he lost for him,

Although Tackett tried to convince the voters that, in
reality, 1t was Adkins who was seeking a fifth term as
governor and not McMath a third, most voters listened care-
fully to perhaps the biggest l1ssue in the campalgn~~should
anyone be elected governor three times,

Tackett flgures strongly in the arguments of thls iasue
algo, by repeastedly stating that McMath was seeking a third
term only so he would be able to keev his political machine
intact in order to be able to opprose John McClellan for

United States Senator in 195k,

105 lOuLﬁttar to the author from Homer Adklins, dated August 8,
952,

105Apkansas Gazette, July 16, 1952.
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John MeClellan was a powerful factor in this campalgn,
although taking no active part. Many of his friends feared
that Tackett's statement was true and were determined to help
HMeClellan by eliminating his opposition before it had a real
opportunity to manifest itself.

Murry cited the twenty-second amendment to the United
States Constitution which prohibits any man from being
alected to three terms to the office of President. MNaurry
referred to this national restriction on numerous occasions
as an argument against McMath's third term bid. He pre-~
dicted, for the beginning of the campaign, that the voters
of Arkasnsss would reject McMath.

Many local leaders were opposed to McMath simply be-
cause he was sesking a third term. These leaders were not

enthusiastic supporters of any other candidate; they just
did not care to help elect a man to a third term. On the
other hand, many local leaders who actually opposed a third
term stuck with Mclath for fear that the other candlidates
would be unqualified for the job. Typleal of those leaders
is Joe Hardin, an outstanding farmer from Grady, Arkansas,
who stated:

.« . ; I'm voting for Mclath again this time even though

I don't like third terms. My feeling 1s that he will

do for the state a better Job than will any one of f%g
others (I know them all personally and intimately.)

196Lsttar to the author from Joe Hardin, dated
July 15, 1952,
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McMeth, running on his record as Governor, informed the
voters several times that Arkansas had gone through a tense
period of industrial development during the years of his
administration. Citing exampias of this progress, Hclath
sald that 310 new industries had been started, eighty-nine
other plants had been expanded and manufacturing payrolls
lmd increased to 25 per cent in the state.

None of McMath's opponents seemed to be inclined to
question the truth of this statement., The voters, who were
impressed one way or the other by this statement, had no
choice but to accept 1t.

All of the candidates made overt bids for locsal support.
MeMath seems to be the artist at this partiecular practice,
however, A few examples will show the reader another time-
honored tradition of Arkensas politics. McMath made a
pledge to the people of Forrest City that, if he was re-
elected, when ", . . the first frost falls next winter, natu-

ral gas will be avalladble in this area for your hnmas.“lg?
The Governor promised to help the people of Camden to get

the Ouachita River opened for navigation, McMath claimed
credit for a mejor share of the acquiring of gas lines in
sastern Arkansas by revealing to the voters the fact that he
had asked the Arkansas Public Service Commission to inter-
cede with the Federal Power Commission to obtaln gas: for

industrial use in the eastern section of the state. He

1G7Arkansaa Gazette, July 11, 1952,
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labeled McMath's promise to get gas lines by winter as pre-
posterous and stated: "Apparently McMath will promlise any=-
thing he thinks will get hilm another vats.“las

It was an accepted fact that McMath héd received most
of the Negro vote in his two previous campaigns, and it was
generally belisved that he would receive thelr support in
this campaipgn, After it became quite apparent that McMath
had no intention of appointing & Negro to attend the Demo=-
_oratic National Conventlion at Chicago as a member of the
Arkansas delegation, the Negro political forces b&dking
MeMath split into two factions. Dr, J. M, Rabinadn; veteran
¥egro political leader, announced his withdrawal of support
of McoMath and hia intentions to astively support the can- |
didaecy of Jack Holt., A few days later Dr, Robinson announced
that he would resign as Presldent of the Arkansas Negro
Democratic Assoclatlon if Jack Holt was not elected governor,
In an address to Negro voters at Pine Bluff, Dr., Robinson
urged his followers ", . . to go back to your homes and
throw your support to the man who will bring you from darkm
ness into light. . . cast your ballot for Jack Holt,"10%
Robinson informed his audience that McMath had refused to
glve any consideration to the Negro forces instrumental in
his first election and that thelir organization was completely
ignored again in 1950,

1081p14., July 23, 1952,
1091p1d., July 19, 1952,
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Meanwhile, however, Richard Prultt, President of the
Lincoln County Civic League, said that the Negro voters of
that district had declded not to follow Robinson in his
switoch from McMath to Holt.

The author recelved a letter from a well-known and re-
spected Negro attorney who stated his reasons for supporting
McMath in thls campaign. Although this leader desires to
remain anonymous, his letter 1s so interesting and revealing
that 1t would necessary to quote 1t, in part at least:

» « « McMath's opponents who have & chance to win are

of the 'old school' and belleve there is a definite

place for Hegroes. Boyd Tackett, Jack Holt, and Ike

Murry are definitely undesirable. Judge Cherry is

acceptable but seems least likely to win. My thought

i1s that as Negroes, we hold the balance of power,

must elect McMath or an undesirable wi}é be electead,

That 1s why I am fighting for McMath.

This Negro leader continues in his letter to predict
that few Negroes would follow the lead of Robinson by
voting for Holt who had supposedly reformed in his attitude
on the racial question since 1948,

A campalgn leaflet malled out to all Negro voters by
the McMath headquarters listed the reasons why the Governor
should recelve the support of all Negro citizens in this
campaign. This information sheet stated that McHath asked
the Legislature in 1949 for the passage of an Anti-Lynching
Law and had urged the abolishment of the poll tax. It stated

that Arkansas, under McMath's edministration, was the first

119Latter from Negro attorney, dated July 1l, 1952,
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southern gtate to voluntarily lower the Law and Medical
School racial barriers. It devoted space to a discussion of
the improvement of Negro educational facilities, various
appointments of Negroes to state boards and general improve-
ment in the Negro's welfare made while McMath had been gerv-
" ing as Governor.

Reports from various Negroes throughout the state indi-
cate that the majority of HNegroes cast their ballats for
HoMath regardless of the fact that some of their leaders
urged them to do differently.

Pensions appeared only briefly in this ocampaign as a
major issue. Although all candidates promised expanded aid
for the aged, Holt was the only candidate to make a genuine
attempt to gain serious support on this question., He
charged McMath with having a political machine created out
of the Welfare Department by cutting old folks off the penw
sion rolls because they did not vote for him.

Attorney Gensral Ike Murry, hoping that the voters
would heed his words Because of his position in the govern-
ment, charged that he had definite information that the state
employees were requested to tithe 1 per cent of their salaries
for McMath's campaign fund, McMath issued an immediate
denlal to this charge, but Murry, nonetheless, repeated his
accusation throughout the campalgn,

McMath entered a sult against the State of Arkansas the
previous year in an effort to regain #9422 which he
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insisted he was not required to have paid. Murry injected
this suit into the campaign by stating that McMath was a
tax~dodger and Informed the people that he, as Attorney
General, would defend the State against this claim,

The last of these minor charges issued agalnst McMath
by his opponents was one by Jack Holt who stated that MeMath
had caused the repeal of a law in 1951 which controlled the
export of liquor from the state. According to Holt, MeMath
had shown & gay disregard for the wishes of the dry state
of Cklahoma,

Prior to the formal openlng of thls campaign, John L,
Fletcher, widely-read columnist for the Arkansas Gazette,
predicted that MckMath would blast private utilities in his
bid for the vote of the electorate. In view of the turn of
events which followed during the campaign, it 1s guite fitting
to give some attention to Fletcher's general background of
McMath's fight with private utilities in Arkansas during his
two~term administration., PFletcher points out that MeMath
gave a blanket approval for the expansion of power facilities
in Arkansas, regardless of who bullt them., The co-operatives
did not condemn McMath when he went Hast for the avowed purw
pose of persuading private utilities to invest thelr money
In Arkansas for the constructlion of steam generating plants.
When McMath used his powerful influence with the national
administration to get funds from the federal government for
the construction of a co~operative generating plant at Ozark,

the private companles sent up a howl of protest. Fletcher .
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observed that every attack on McMath's administration has
been supported by persons who want to strengthen the pri-
vate companies'! position and destroy the co~operative move=
ment. Prom a historical viewpoint, the co-operative movement
has always been opposed by private firms. Fletcher stated
that the co~operative movement 1s important because the state
hes lost many industries due to the lack of cheap power,
According to Fletcher, Arkansas almost lost the new Reynolds
Metals Company plant at Bauxlte becauss private companies
would not cooperate in delivering power from Bull Shoals

Dam, Fletcher declared that Arkansas'! power could have coat
only half as much 1f the residents of Arkansas had bought
thelr electricity in Memphis or rural Tennessee,

Fletcher's provhecies came true when MclMath lssued a
verbal blast at private utility companles in a speech delive
ered at Ozark at the beginning of the campaign., McMath
spoke at the annual meseting of the Arkansas Velley Rural
Elaotéic Co=~0Operative Corporation, one of the three such
organizations which jolned to build a steam elsctric gene
erating plant at Ozark and the necessary connecting transge
mission linss., Private companlies attacked the proposed
construetion and the case 1s now pending in the courts,

McMath declared, "It is no coincidence that those leasde-
ing every attack and every investigation launched against
my edministration have been individuals who have had a per-

aonal and selfish interest in strengthening the power of
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monopoly in this stata.”lll McMath stated that, in the
event the 3upreme Court of Arkansas should rule agalnst the
co~operative plant at Ozerk, he would propose and support
legislation aimed at permitting such eonstruction,

MeMath stated numerous times during the campalign that
the power trust in Arkansas was willing to spend $2,000,000.
to defeat him because he had obtained generating plants and
other co~operative vrojects,

Holt stated that MoMath was going around the state
claiming that he had been instrumental in obtaining such
projecte as Bull Schoals and Norfolk Dames while, in reality,
those projects wers planned and financed long before McMath
took offlce as Governor,

In answer to some charges made by McHMath, Tackett em-
vhatiecally denled that he had opposed ths Rural Eleotrifi-
cation Administration whille serving as Congressman, Tackett
assured the voters throughout the state that he had always
favored the Rural Electrification Administration and the
rural telephone progrsms in Arkansas but warned the peonle
that the Southwest Power Administratlion was merely a device
for a power-mad group in Washington to wrest control of the
programs from the Arkansas farmers.

These exchanges over the questions of rural elesctrifi-
catlon, power plants, and rural telephone programs reveal

much more in the way of studying Arkensas polities than

111, rkansas Gazette, June 28, 1952,
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actually appears to the casual reader, These arguments
testify to the status of such an organization as the Arkanw
sas Power and Light Company, headed by C. Hamilton MNoses,
who had been urged by most of the conservative slements

to make the race for governor this time., The charges levied
by McHMath against this company are borne out by fact.
Fletcher's statement that power in Arkansas 1s approximately
twice as costly as in Tennessee where the effects of the
Tennessee Valley Authorlty are quite apparent is also quite
true,

Boyd Tackett's voting record while serving as a member
of the United States Congress fall to bear out his state-
ment thet he was a true friend of the co-operative movement.

President Harry Truman figured in the 1948 gubernatorial
campalgn by virtue of his stand on civil rights legislation.
He was agalin s factor in the 1950 election due to his phile
osophy. Kow, in the campaign of 1952, Truman was sgaln a
campaign 1ssue,

President Harry Truman captured all the headlines of
the Arkansas newspapers July 3 when he spent a busy day
dedicating the Bull Shoals and Forfolk Dams. In his major
address at Newport, Truman praised the Democratic adminise
tration and strongly condemned the private utility companies,
including the powsrful Arkansas Power and Light Company.
While Truman was preparing to board a plane to return to

Washington, he gave 3id McMath his complete endorsement in
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his bld for a third term, Truman's verbal blessings for
MoMath were as follows: "I've had a grand time with your
great progressive Governor, Sid McMath. I think he is one
of the great Governors in the forty-eight states., I know

I have no business saying this, but it is my own opinion
that you ought to send him back to the Governor's chair this
fall, I hope you do that.”llg

McMath had met the President when he landed at Little
Rock the previous day and remained with him constantly dure
ing all public appearances. McMath made wise use of the
President's crowd-drawing ability by having six or seven
of his campaign sound trucks in the midst of each gathering.
McMath made the entire trip wearing his campaign uniformes
& double breasted dark blue sult, red tis, and battered
straw hat, At almost every stop, McMath received as much or
more applause as did Truman,

McMath introduced a group of dignlitaries and public
officials to a huge crowd at Bull Shoals but entirely neglec-
ted to give any recognition to Congressman Tackett, his
opponent for the governorship, who was seated on the stage.
Tackett complained to newsmen about the oversight,

At a press conference at the White House the following
day, Pregident Truman repeated his bellef that McMeth had

made Arkasnsas a fine Governor and should be reelected.

1127444,, July 3, 1952.
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McMath's four opponents each issued a publlic statement
pertaining to Truman's endorsement of McMath. These state-
ments are important and wlll be repeated in full.,

In a prepared statement, Murry commented:

The visit of President Truman to Arkansas was more
of a political odyssey at the taxpayers' expense to
influence the reelection of 8id MoMath than to dedicate
worthy projects in our state. This makes him subject
to oeriticism, I have given long service to the Demo-
eratic party, as have my other opponents, and Mr,
Truman's action is repugnant to any and sll others who
believe in Demccratic processes.

Having obaerved the machinations of this protege
and disciple of Pendergast in Kansas City, I am not
too greatly surprised, The President should remain in
Washington and clean up his own household of influence
peddling and relief to those who owse the goverrment
income taxes, I til) take care of a similar situation
which exists in Arkansas created by McMath,

Tackett gald:

Arkenasns long have lsarned to distinguish between
the President of the United States and Politicilan Harry
5. Truman.

Politiolan Truman, attempting to exploit the role
of Preaident for one of his lackeys, put the political
klss of death on 3ldney. Truman pald off a monatrous
pollitical debt at Newport to one of his meassenger boys,
whose services he sought while holding the Arkansas
congressional delegation at arm's length.

The debt has been pald in full., Arkansas voters
will lssue the receipt in the primary., Arkansans do not
allow anyone, not even the President of the United States--
or a politiclan from Mlasouri«~to pick thelr governors."

Holt declared:

The people of Arkansas are fully capable and I am
sure, Intelligent enough to choose their own state
public officials without any suggestions from the Presi-
dent or any other public officials out of Washington.

It is my considered opinion that the people through-
out the atats will resent--and righteously so--ths
statement made by the President in regard to the Governor's
Trace.

Judge Cherry had this to say:
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¥y reaction to the President’s endorsement of
MeMath 1s the same as if McMath had endorasd Truman.
Truman says McMath is the greatest jovernor, and MNcMath
has sald many times how great a man Truman is. You
know how that works and how much impression it will
make in Arkansas. (

I belleve the people of Arkaensas will be outraged
about this--the President coming here and trylng to
dictate to them how they shall mark thelr ballot.

I am sure they will show Truman he ought to tend
to his own business and the people of Arkansas will
tend to theirs, And bsllieve me, they willl take care
of this business ?{ 314 McMath when they go to vote,
once and for all.l13

Wilo K. Roth, a clvic leader and businessman of
8iloam Springs, made his position plailn regarding Truman's
endorsement of McMath. Roth declared: "Cherry is my
candidate in 1952, McMath i3 consumed with 'Trumanites.!
That's bad. Out with the New Deal and its successors."lll
This expression of dislike for Truman is symbolic of many
throughout the state who strongly resented Truman's state-
ment.,

Norman H1ll, President of the Capital Transit Com=

pany of Little Rock, expressed his disapproval of Trumant's
endorsement with kinder words: ". . . I do fesl that it
would be more healthy for the welfare of the State to have

a change in administration, just as it is most important, in

my opinion, to have a change in our National administration,"115

1131p1 4., July 4, 1952.

11hnetﬁar te the author from Milo K. Roth, dated
July 17, 1952.

115Letter to the author from Norman Hill, dated
July 1L, 1952,
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Typical of these supporters who belleved that McMsth's
good standing with the Trumen administration has been 2
blessing to Arkensas is the statement of David Matthews,
Superintendent of the Cross County Hospltal in Wynne, Arkane
sas?! "I feel that McHath i1s the best man in the race this
year. The state certainly has made much progress under his
adminiastration. McMath also stands well with officisls in
the Federal Government,"116

There were & multitude of voters throughout the state
who personally disliked Harry Truman but remalned staunch
supporters of Governor Mo¥ath. Typical of these ia the rustie
and informative statement of Jesse B. Hollowell, the political
sage of the small community of Holly Grove:

e » o« » With great pleasure I acknowledge thet I
have persistently voted the Democratic ticket all of
ny life.

Am seventy~-seven years of age and am a real demo-
erat, *Not & Trumenite,!' to Hell with would~be-Dictators,
In appreclstion of Sidney McMath's noble character,
golden deeds of loyal service to Arkensast' various in-
stitutions, roads, general needs: I have voted for
McMath in 1948 and 1950 and 1f the Lord and the Booger
Man will allow me to continue to live til election day,
will vote for HMellath agein; despite efforts of all none
progressives to sssasinate the sterling character of
cur worthy Governor HcMath,

I would 1ike to go on record along with the many
civiliszed thousands in Arkansaes, as one who apfraciates
the services of our matchless, loyal Governor,il7

11l61etter to the author from David Matthews, dated
July 2, 1952,

117retter to the author from Jesse B. Hollowell, dated
July 15, 1982,
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The various candidates made the usual last minute
appeals to the voters by way of rallies and statewide broade
casts., The newspapers prior to sleoction day carried the
usual advertisements designed to reassure the voter that
Arkangss 1s lost unless one particular candidate iz elscted,

The results of the primary election showed!

MeMath 08,980
Cherry 90,076
Tackett 62,20
Holt » 2
Marry 27,98%

¥eMeth carried the counties surrounding his birthplace
in the southwestern part of the state. Because of the work
of local leaders he was able to recelve pluralities in the
bloe of countles in ths extreme southeastern part of the
state. He ran well in the northecentral counties, those whieh
were affected by the various dam projects pralsed so highly
by President Truman during his visit to Arkansas and by the
Governor during the campaign., It i1s interesting to note
that the only plantation county which gave HMclMath a plurale
ity in this primary election was Mlissisasippi County, the
home of Jim Crain who had been appointsd by McMath to the
Righway Commiasion,

McMeth's votes csme from two large sourcese--Negroes
and organiszed labor. The people in the northern section of
the state gave him falr support in keeping with their custom
of voting for the most progressive candidate.

Francls Cherry carried every county in which a large

- - -
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containing ths ¢ity of Texarkana. He had conducted no talke-
athons in that locality. It epvears that his support came
chiefly from those areas within range of hils volce speaking
out from his talkathons, Cherry ran well, as was expected,
in several of the plantation countles surrounding his home
town of Jonesboro, Cherry received the votes of many pro-
fessional people who admired his dignity and appearance.
Business interests supported the Judge throuzhout the state,

Boyd Tackett carried the counties whiech had formerly
composed his old congressional diatrict, His support was
truly based on the "local boy™ basis as evidenced by the
fact that he receivad pluralities in only two countles throughe
out the state which were distant from his home. It appears
that Tackett's helicopter falled to make the impression he
had hoped for upon the voters.

Ike Murry carried his home county and had narrow
pluralities In two nearby countlies. Murry discovered that
a candldate must have the ability to insplire people as well
as the abllity to spend money wildly.

Run«off Primary
After the votes were finally tabulated and all the
shouting had ceased over the primary election, Arkansas
settled back for a smlege of furious pollitics for the next
two weeks, The voters had eliminated the candidates Jack

Holt, Boyd Tackett, and Ike Murry from the contest for the
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Democratic nomination for Governor and were preparing for
514 McMath and Francis Cherry to fight it out for their
votesg,

Ike Murry, who had run an unexpectedly poor race resulte
ing in his finishing last, was quick to announce his choice
in the run-off contest, In a public statement iassued shortly
after the final results of the primary were announced, lurry
stated that he was not presuming to dictate the ballot of
thosa who had supported him, but that he was going to vote
for Judge Cherry. He pointed out that over 70 per cent of
the voters had expressed their desire for & change of
adminlstration and Judge Cherry had been chosen to carry on
the bailile against McMath's bld for a third term.

Jack Holt announced the same night as did Murry that
he was going to support Cherry in the run-off election. Holt
stated: "The people have decl ded on the man they want to
lead them in the fight to defeat the third term candidate~e=
I bow to the will of the people and will cast my vote for
Judge Francis Cherry. I believe he will give you an
honest administration of the high office of Governor."118

Boyd Tackett waited a few days before making known his
decision as to which of the remalning candidates would re-
celve his support in the final contest., Tackett stated that
he was joining the other two defeated candidates in their

llaw Ga .&tﬁé, July 31’ 1‘»’}52‘
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support of Judge Cherry. Tackett explained that he had

made 1t clear all along that he would support the antl-

administration candidate in the event he falled to win a
place in the run~off election.

Francls Cherry was, of course, delighted to receive the
support of these candidates and stated that 1t was only right
for him to have recelived thelir support. Cherry asserted that
he had made no deals up to this point and he had no intene
tions of doing so.

Within a matter of hours, however, the rumor was being
circulated in all directions that Cherry had paid $30,000
for the support of Tackett and Holt. The Judge wasted little
time in firmly denying this rumor. It persisted through the
run~off campaign, however,

This run-off campaign of 1952 was an unusual situation
for Arkansas politics. Very few inecidents of such widew
spread unity against a candidate have been recorded. As a
general rule, the several crudldates who have the misfortuns
of being eliminated in the primery contest divide among
themselves as to which of the two remaining candidates
shall receive their blessings. 8id McMath realized that he
was now faced with the tremendous task of defeating the com-
bined efforts of four opponents, not just one, He recoge
nized the fact that the talkathon had placed Judge Cherry on
the run-off ballot and knew that he would have to discredit
that campalgn device hurriedly and thoroughly lest his hopes
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of a third term completely vanish., McMath attempted to
discredit his opponent by every campalgn method conceivable,
His entlre actlions during the run~off campalgn were those
of a desperate man,

Francls Cherry, on the other hand, realized that his
talkathons had won him the right to oppose McM¥ath in the
run~off campalgn., He further realized that he had ﬁiscav-
ered, in the talkathon, the campalign tactlics whieh would
place him in the Governor's chair., Cherry was confident of
vietory because of his former opponents' active support. He
was not over-confident, however, and did not underestimste
the political prowess of McMath, He lald careful plens for
the remainder of his fight to reject McMath's bid for a third
term and campaigned even more vigorously than before,

The major lssue 1in this run-off campalgn was Cherry's
talkathon. McMath, desperate to destroy its effect, made
supreme efforts to dlscredlt it, and thig task consumed the
largest part of his time, Cherry dropped most of his other
campalgn techniques in favor of his talkathons., It was a
big gemble which hinged on the merits and effects of this
new campaign device,

McMath stated throughout the campaign that the State
Government could not be operated from a radio station, He
accused Cherry of falling to actually become perscnally ac-
quainted with the pecple and of neglecting to meet the

people face to face in order to discuss their problems,



176

More scorn was heaped upon Cherry's talkathons when
McMath made such statements during the campalgn as these:
"Cherry 1s a good man, He is an honorable man, a champlon
cf the weak, & defender of the defenseless women and chile
dren, All this must be true because every day on hls talke
athons he tells us about it,"119

Political observers were amazed during the early days
of the campalgn to see McMath change his style of campalgne
ing from a calm, extremely dignified vetenseekar‘to'a fiery,
fist-shaking orator, lashing out at his opponent at every
opportunity. 1In an effort to destroy the sffectivensess of
his opponent?s talkethons, HcMath rasorted to asking his
audiences such questions as: "How many of you have ever met
Francis Cherry? How many of you have ever shaken his hand
or discussed yéur problems with him?" McMath would answer
his own questions by statingt

Not one of you, because Charry has been conducting his

campaign from radio stations with his talkethons, anawer-

ing questions which ar~ goreened by & bunsh of profese
sional advisers. He aught to get out and meet the

people of Arkansas--~they're nice folks to know., And

you people want to know your (Governor. You don't want

to trade for a horse sight unseen,120

McMath used two other methods to counteract his op~
ponent's talkathons during the early phases of the campaign,

He challenged Cherry to meet him on the stump and to debate

119Texarkang Gazette, August 2, 1952,

120rexarkana Gazette, August 2, 1952,
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the issues. He began what he called his truth forum which

consisted of hig invitation to each audience to ask him any
question they desired which he would answer completely and

frankly.

When Cherry failed to accept McMath's several invita-
tions to meet him in a joint debate, McMath issued another
one by asking Cherry to join him in & jolnt debate in
Jonesboro, the Judge's home town, Cherry refused this in-
vitation but countered with a proposal that MelMath spend
thirty minutes on one of his talkathons with both answering
the same questions submitted by the listeners.

5t111 attempting to offset the popularity of the talke
athong, McMath placed advertisements in the newspapers
announcing his statewide broadcast schedules, Thess advere
tisements stated that, while McMath was campalgning on a
personal baslas, lils opnonent was campaigning by answering
questions by hired Miami promoters and that he was camou-
flaged in air-cooled radio studios,

These arguments and challenges led up to the climax
of the campalgn when MchMath unexpectedly anpeared at
Cherry's talkathon he was conducting from the window of a
downtown store in Helena, When Cherry first heard that
McMath had arrived in Helena he announced to his ligteners
the fact that McMath was around but exvressed his doubt on
his appearance at the broadecasting place, Five minutes
later McMath strolled in and the Judge remarked, "Why,

here he comes now.," MNcMath calmly sat down at an emoty
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chalr which had been reserved for him during all of
Cherry's talkathons in this run-off campaign. He made
quite a show of removing the sign facing the audience which
stated, "Reserved for S1d McMeth." By this time the word
had been pasgssed around In short time that McMath was present
at Cherry's {talkathon and the crowd in the store and outside
swelled tremendously, stopping traffic for blocks. Everyone
seemed to sense the vast importance of this meeting and were
anxious to witnaaa Arkansas palitiaal histery in the process
of belng made., McMath led off the lively discussion by ac-
cusing Cherry of sending people to his meetings to ask him
questions, Cherry Ignored the accusation and countered with
8 question pertaining to McMath's personal tax problems.
%¥hen McMath tried to explain his version of thls, he was
greeted with a loud chorus of boos, Cherry accused McMath
of spreading the rumor that he would not bulld any farmeto-
market roads. McMath shouted, "That's a lie."™ Here are
some of the exchanges between the two candidates:

Cherry: 81d, why 4did you fall to go into the Highwey

Audit Commlsslon investigation and fire people you knew

hed been doing wrong and ought to have been fired?

MoMath: You know that investigation was trumped up

for political reasons. Not one indictment was re-

turned by the Grand Jury that investigated the Audit

Commisslion's report.

Cherry: If there was nothing to that report, will

you tell me how come the circult jfudge, Judge Fulk,

was 80 dlsappointed that he called a new grand jury to
Investigate the matter in September?
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McMath: The grand jury which inveastligated 1t inclue
ded some of the most outstanding men in Pulaskl County.

Cherry: 1I'm not questioning thelr integrity but cer=
tainly some of those men had dons a lot of business
with the state, Why didn't you go before the Audit
Commission under oath when they invited you to testify?
McMath: That investigation was a real spectacle from
the start, It was a kangaroo court. I was not going -
down there as Governor of the State and dignify that
gpectacle.

Cherryt All you had to do, S1d, was to tell the truth.
MeMath: You say that state employees are under pressure
to support me. That's not true., But Senator John
MoClellan is supporting you and I'm sure you know that
he's putting presaure on federal employees,

Cherry:t I don't know about that but we have hundreds
of letters from state employees saylng they've been put
under pressure by you,

McMath: I haven't put anyone under vpressure., I hope
they are loyal enough to support me.

Cherryt Maybe you didn'g gut the pressure on them per-
sonally but someone dld. 2

McMath, at this point, agreed to answer questions from
the audience but not any of those which were called in be-
cause, he charged, they would be screenad by the Judgs's
hired men. The two candlidates debated the support given
Cherry by the Arkansas Power and Light Company, gamblers in
Hot Springs, and the general merits and demerits of the talke
athon. The exchange between the two men lasted for about
fifty minutes and the crowd gave 1ts applause to Cherry, the
obvious favorite 1n that locality.

1211p14., August 8, 1952,
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The talkathon inadvertently brought another lnteresting
and conclusive phasse of the campaign. At one of McMath's
earliest truth forums during the campalgn, he was asked the

question from the audience, "What is so horrible in your
personal 1life that your opponent won't discuss?®™ MecMath
hinted that Cherry had been spreading rumors that McMath's
past wes terrible in that his wife had fatally wounded hia
father in the 1947 family tragedy. Cherry supporters were
quick to claim that it was a fake question which had been
asked by a staunch McMath man in an effort to gain sympathy
from the voters by making 1t aprear that McMath was being
made the victim of foul campaign tactlcs,

McMath used thls questlion to great advantage by bring-
ing the whole affalr up as an example of Cherry's dirty
methods used ln an attempt to oust him from the Governor's
office.

Cherry managed to pull the surprise of the campaign
the night before the elesction by stunning listeners through-
out the state who were tuned in for his final talkathon by
reading a notarized effidavit signed by L. K. Isom which

read:

On Wednesday, August 6, at Jonesboro, Arkansas,
a2 MclMath political rally was held which I attended.
At the rally they held one of the McMath ‘truth forums!
where questions were asked, A group of my friends and
McMath supporters asked me if I woulda sk him a previ-
ously prepared question to which I agreed, The
question was 'What 1s so horrlible in your personal life
that Francis Cherry wouldn't discuss 1t?' I asked the
question without having given it due thought as to the
manner in which some people might take it, If, in
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asking this question, I have caused anyone on elther

side any embarrassment or damaged the cause of either

aide I am deeply regretful and if it was to be done

over I would not ask the question. At the time the

question was asked I was_supporting Sid MeMath and

am still supporting him,122

Cherry declared that this statement revealed one of
the most outrageous things ever'pulléd in Arkansas politics.
Cherry had been wise in having walted until the night before
the final election date before revealing this statement
which put McMath in the bad graces of the voters completely.
Molath never had a chance to answer the charges., It is doubt-
ful that he could have answered them in any event,

Within a matter of hours before the election of July 29,
1952 had commenced, & convict named Tuck Bishop had entered
the campaign. Bishop had received, along with 150 other
convicts, a ten day Christmas furlough in 1951 for good be-
havior. Blshop was serving life sentence for commltting
four murders in Arkansas. The convict failed to return Trom
his Christmas furlough and a nationwide search for him be-
gan, Bishop was finally arrested in Utah where he was
retalned for trial for the murder of two men near Salt Lake
City which had occurred during the time he was hiding from
the nationts police. He was sentenced to death and, shortly
afterwards, signed a statement charging that he had paid
$1,500 to Arkansas State Senator Clyde E, Byrd, in a hotel

room in Little Rock, for 8 ninety day extension of his

1221p54., July 28, 1952,
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furlough. Bishop swore that he understood the money was
to be a "gmall donation™ to the Governor's campalgn fund,
This Tuck Bishon was the subject of the major portion
of Sid McMath's first address in his quest for votes in the
run-off campaign. Speaking over a statewide radio hookup,
McMath charged that his ovponents had used a "barrage of
£ilth and 1les in one of the most vieious and villifying
campaigns in the history of Arkansas.® He stated that the
Bishop éllegatians were timed perfectly in an effort to
smear and defeat him, McMath's eamplete\statamenh regarding
the Bishop case 18 as follows:

You, the psople of this state, are entitled to a
swift and thorough investigation of this case and are
entitled further to an immediate report of the real
facts and this report should be made immediastely and
not held until after the election on August 12. If
the allegations are true, indictments should be re-
turned immediately, If they are not trus, a full and
complete exposure of this hoax should be revesled to
the publiec,

Tuck Bishop never game me & campaign contribution,.
He never even had a furlough, Plek-up notices were
gent out to the pollce Immedlately after his fallure
to return from the Christmas leave, I want the {rue
facts made known and I want them made known now,123
After a grand jJury had investigated these sensstional

charges, NcMath devoted most of his saddress at a glant

rally at Little Rock pointing out his innocence in the Tuek
Bishop case, McMath informed the audlence that the grand
Jury investigating the case had declded that Bighop's atate-
ment that he had bought his freedom for $1,500 which was

turned over to McMath for campaign expenses was entirely

1237exarkana Gagette, July 31, 1952,
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false, McMath, flghting mad, charged that this was merely
one of many cases which a part "of a carefully designed
master plan by Francis Cherry and his defaming brain trust
to break me personally, break me morally, and destroy me
emotian&lly.“lgh McMath stated that hls opposition had
sent someone to Utah in order to get the signed statement
from Bishop.

8t111 trying to use hls new position as the underdog
in this race to his own advantage, McMath led off a series
of charges that United States Senator John L. MeClellan was
the motivating force behind the Cherry campaign. MWcMath
stated, "McClellan is the back-room running mate of my hypo=-
eritical opponent, Francis Gherry.”125 In a flery speech
which was broadcast over thirty-seven Arkansas stations,
McMath stated that McClellan, Cherry, and the Arkansas Power
and Light Company had formed an "unholy alliance" to defeat
his third term bid. Continuing his efforts to convince the
voters that there was a vicious plot against him, McMath
lashed out repeatedly at what hs called the combination of
& power company and a power politiclan., He c¢laimed that the
Arkensas Power and Light Company was opposing him because
they were interested in keeping John L. NMeClellan in the
United States Senate, This charge came during the time

Cherry was steadfastly refusing to accept McMath's challenges

124prkansas Gazette, August 9, 1952,

1251b1ﬁ., August 1, 1952,
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to public debate with him and McMath Iinformed the voters,
"If Francis doesn't fesl like meeting me in Jonesboro or
Little Rock to debate the issues and answsr questions from
the people, perhaps he can send his substitute, ‘'Honeat
John',"126

In another bltter attack on the Arkansas Power and
Light Company, McMath accused this company of having tried
to use the Highway Audit Commission to make him reverse his
stand on the R, E, A, steam generating plant at Ozark,
MeMath pointed out that 1t was no coineldence that the chaire-
man of the Highway Audit Commission, R. H, Dickenhorst, was
also 8 member of the Arkansas Power and Light Company's
Board of Directora, Highly praising the Rursel Electrifi-
cation Administration and defending 1t againat those who had
tried to defeat its purposes, McMath stated: ™"Anybody who
says the R, E., A, 1s socclalistic never had to live on a
farm without the benefit of electricity, but if 1t is social=
istic, we need more of it,"127

HoeMath topped off these series of charges against the
Arkansas Power and Light Company and Senator McClellan by
comparing himself to Jeff Davis~--the only man who was suce-
cesgful in a bid for a third term to the Arkansas Governor-
ship. McMath asserted that Jeff Davis'! fight was fundamentally
his fight in that both had been subjscted to intense oppo-
sition by selfish intereats.

1261p14d., August 6, 1952, 1271p14.
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8id McMath received a large boost early in the came
palgn when the American Federation of Labor in Arkansas
announced that 1ts 40,000 members were uniting behind McMath,
The fourteen members of the State Board of the A. F, of L's
Labor League for Politlcal Educatlion conducted a four~hour
secret session in the Hotel Marion at Little Rock. Cherry
appeared before the group first and was subjected to prepared
questions. McHMath recelved the same treatment later in the
day., The Board then announced thelr unanimous approval of
McMath, Cherry stated that he was not worried because he felt
that he would get the men's votes because they realized he
was their true friend. McMath stated that he was happy to
have recelved the support of the American Federation of Labor
and predicted that he would receive almost all of the labor
vote throughout the atate,

Cherry's headquarters announced the following day that
their offices had been flooded with phone calls and visits
by union members who stated they had no intention of follow-
ing the recommendations of their leaders by voting for McMath.
Cherry revealed, in this public statement, part of his ine-
terview with the labor leadsrs the previous day which had
resulted in their announcement for McMath. According to
Cherry he told the men:t ™"A lot of people have climbed on my
bandwagon and though I'm glad to have them, some of them are

going to have to ride in the trailer,"128

1281p44.
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Later on during the campaign, 1t was brought out that
the nephew of the President of the Arkansas Federation of
Lebor was a member of McMath's Highway Commission. Accorde
ing to Cherry, this explained why the labor bosses were
against him but predicted that the rank and file of union
workers would vote for him nonetheless,

S. P, Dixon, a state labor lesder, malled out thoussands
of leafllets to union members throughout the state which
enumerated the reasons why labor should support MeMath., A
few excerpts from this campalgn literaturs are as follows:

e« » » « During Governor McMath's administration,
the Labor Depariment appropriation was increased from
$30,600 to $70,400 annually, with his active support

+« s+ « the personnel was increased by four women in-

vestigators, three safety engineers, and an attorney,

e« » o+ Serious attempts were made to strengthen the

protective labor laws of the state and to repeal or

amend some of the objectionable lawa. Our Governor
actively supported these efforts. . . . During the
past four years the Ewployment Security Division has
compiled the finest record in its history. With the
support of Governor McMath, the benefits to labor
under this operation have been liberalized, providing
higher m%nimum and maximum benefits to unemployed
workmen,+29

I, S. MeClinton, President of the young Negro Demow
eratic Assoclation of Arkansas, malled out thousands of
letters to Negro voters in every section of the state, urg~
ing them to support McMath. This letter sald in part: "Oupr
race has advanced more during hls years in office than in

the last twenty years prlor to his election. « « « Pifty

1293, P, Dixon, Reasons Why All Labor Should Support
81d McMeth for Governor, eafiet),

S
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per cent of the opposition to Governor McMath's reelection
18 becauge of his attitude toward our people,"130

Cherry spoke in favor of segregation bscause he feared
that a move to abolish 1t at the present time would result
in more harm than good. He made an overt bld for the Negro
yvote, however, by promising to improve the leading Negro
institution of higher learning in the state. |

Cherry's campaign headquarters announced at the begin-
ning of the run~off campaign that they were sticking to
thelr promises of not accepting any contribution oéﬁr Tive
hundred dollars. 1t was reported that the Judge had rejected
a $25,000 contribution but that a constant stream of cone
tributions in one, five, and ten dollar denominations were
pouring into the headquarters,

McMath charged constantly during the campaign that
Cherry had operated a dlvorce mill while serving as Chancel-
lor, Attempting to maintain this charge in the minds of the
voters, McMath placed sdvertisements in the newsvapers proe-
¢laiming that while the Governor had been bullding roads,
bettar achools, the medical center, and other nrojects, the
Judge was doing nothing but rendering divorces,

A rare phenomenon occurred during this campalgn when
the candidates made only occasional mention of the road lssue,

Both men cstated that they favored the Meck-Blackwsll Amendment.

130aAykansas gazette, August 6, 1952,
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Cherry stated that he would announce hls appointments to
the new Highway Commission before the voters were called
upon to render a decision on the Mack~Blackwell Amendment.
Cherry stated that he had no intentions of ordéring
wholesale firing~if he beocame Governor but felt that the
Homer Adkins group should be cleaned out. Cherry maintalned
that Homer Adkins was the worat influence in Arkansss polie
tics., According to the Judge, Adkins had advised McMath
to threaten businessmen with sales tax prosecutions and
liquor dealers with loss of thelr licenses 1f they falled
to support the Governor in his bid for a third term,
President Truman entered the rum-off casmpalgn as an
1ssue only once whén Cherry predicted that ". . . the people
of Arkansas wlll beat Harry's boy next Tuesday just like
the people of Miassouri did yeat@rday."13l Cherry was refer-
ring to the defeat of J., E. Taylor, Mr, Truman's choice for
the Democratic nomination for United States Senator from
Missouri, who had been soundly defeated by Stuart Symington.
Cherry stated that Mr. Truman could not dlctate to the voters
of Arkansas and that it was morally wrong for him to attempt
to do so.
Cherry stated on each of his talkathons that he was
opposed to any expansion of horse racing within the satate
and that, while he was personally "dry,™ he opposed state~

wide prohibition.

131l1bid4,, August 7, 1952,
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Cherry also promised that he would not try to name
the Speaker of the House of Representatives or the Presi-
dent Pro Tem of the Senate when the new leglslature assem-
bled.

Cherry repeastedly warned his oprosition that he would
send anyone to the penitentlary who attempted to falsify
any of the forthcoming election returns,

On his final talkathon, which was broadcast on a state=
wide basle, the three men who had been eliminated from the
Governor's race in the primary electione-«{ongressman Boyd
Tackett, Attorney General Ike Murry, and Jack Holt--made
short speeches telling why they had rallied behind the
Joneshoro chancellor. The four men sat down at the talke-
athon table and conducted a roundtable dlscussion of the
problems faclng the state.

Cherry predicted that the election returns would show
that he had led McMath by from 75,000 to 100,000 votes,
McMath predicted that he would win the election by a margin
of votes well over 50,000,

The final results showed that Cherry carried all but
six counties of the state's seventy~five counties, piling up
a total vote of 235,173 to MocMath's 137,900,

McMath carried the county in which he was born, one
eagstern county due to the activities of aome local leaders,
and the northern counties of the state which were impresssd
by his attacks against the Arkansas Power and Light Company.
It 1s the authort's belief that McMath agalin had the support
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of the labor unions and the Negro voters. It appsars that
he d1d not mansge to capture but a few of the votes whieh
were afforded the three eliminated candidates during the
primary, McMath merely managed to get those votes of the
labor and Negro blocs who had falled to vote in the primary.

Cherry received the votes of all the urban centers
plus the suffrage of a large segment of the voters who were
disgusted with McMath when the Judge revealed his political
trickery in the faked question affalr, MNMost voters sup-
ported Cherry because they disliked third terms, they were
impressed by the numerous charges of corruption, they re-
sented Truman's endorsement of Nclath, and they were willing
to follow the advice of thelr cholees for governor as indie-
cated in the first primary.

This run-off campaign was the dirtiest campaign in the
history of Arkansas, Most voters were happy to see the

whole affalr come to a close,



CHAPTZR V
CONCLUSIORNS

The ma jor factor in Arkansas politlics is the ability
to obtalin the support of the many locsl leaders throughout
the state. When a candidate for governor is able to state
that he is supported by the majority of these local lead-
ers, he may reasonably rest assured he will occupy the gov=-
ernor's chalr, This support from the local leaders may be
obtained in several manners. The candidate must know those
leaders who will render their support only when they are
convinced that the man of thelr choice 18 the best available
person in the contest for the governorship. One would be
amazed at the large number of these ideallsts that remain
today desplte the fact that, by making a close study of the
state's politiocal history, they could surmise that only a
small number of Arkansas governors have sincerely had the
interest of the state at heart. Letters from other respected
leaders, personal conferences of grest length, and prosen-
tation of the candidste's background, are the usual methods
involved in convineing these local leaders.

Other local leaders can be bought, 3ome of them require
sctual cash, and others prefer promises. In elther case,
their support is not dependable; they are apt to leave at any

time during the campaign when a better offer is made., Those

190
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local leaders requliring promises want the assurance that
they will be given some job in the adminlistrstion, They
may merely request the candidate to promise that their par-
ticular disgtriet or area of control will benefit by the
administration; such bensfits as the building of roads, the
improvement of schools, or other types of state aid,

Regardless of what method the candidate must employ
in hils efforts to convince the local leaders that he is
deserving thelr support, the fact remaine that this task
must be performed,

Methods of financing campalgns cannot be properly dealt
with in the paper because of lack of actual information, The
laws of Arkansas conitrolling expendltures for campaigns ave
ridiculously inept at handling the sltuation. They are,
for the moat part, lgnored entirely. It has been estimated
that unless a prospective candidate has a campaign fund cone
taining more than $200,000 he should forsake the idesa
of running immediately.

Arksnsawyers desire a show, not a calm discussion of
the issue. Most candidates employ the services of atring
bands of various natures to accompany them on their speaking
tours. Attendance figures prove that the candidate without
some sort of entertainment has little chanee of having an
audience Lo impress wlth his campaign oratory.

Peculiarly enough, Arkanasas seems to reject demagoguery.
They enjoy fiery spesch-making but seem to be susploious of

any candidate who bases hls campalzn upon hate,
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The citizens of Arkansas, as do most Americans, fesl
they have something in common with the underdog ofvths race,
Most candldates go to great pains to convince the voters
that they are entirely the underdog in the contest and that
speclal interests are plotting their downfall,

Since the Negroes in Arkansas have been granted full
“auffrage only in recent years, it would be most unjust to
"stats that they always vote in a bloc, A study of the vote
* ing hablts of the Negro would indicate, however, that such
i1s the case, 814 McMath was able to approach his campaigns
with the feeling of security which goes with the knowledge
that he had 30,000 votes to begln with, The FNegroes voted
for McMath simply because he refused to treat them as second
class citizens., The Negroes were delighted with the results
of the first primary election of 1952, for instance, when
the two remsining candlidates were made public. They felt
they had nothing to lose with the election of e ither MecMath
or Cherry. In the other contests they voted, not so much
for MclMath, but against those candldates which they considered
undesirable, That voting habit 1s not limited to any race
or class of cltlzens, however,

A study of the slectlon returns proves that the eastern
counties are under the complete domination of the planters
who insist upon a ccnservative candidate., There seems to be

little hope of developing any semblance of democratic voting

procedures in that sectlion of the state,
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These same slection rsesults clearly show that Arkane
sawyers will support the local boy in the race. A candidate
18 not compelled to devote a great deal of his efforte and
time in the surrounding counties in his home section. He
1s perfectly free to take these votes for granted.

The voters respond well to any new campalgn technlque
or device. But then, after decades of hearing the same
speeches about the same wellw.worn issues, 1t is enough to
turn any voter's eyes to the cendldate who offers the elec~
torate something new and exciting.

If a candidate for governor possesses liberal tenden-
cies to any great degree, he would do well to coneceal these
1deas under the camouflage of generalitles. The northern
section of the state, minuas any noticeable portion of the
Negro population, responds well to progressive statements.
The remalnder of the state refuses to support the candldate
suspected of beling "radical" in any form.

The candidate for governor must take every appgrﬁunity
at hias dlsposal to create the impression with the voters
that his opponent is connected with bad influences which
will result in his finally becoming a firste-rate crook. If
such ovportunities do not manifeat themselves, the candidate
must convince the voters that such is the case while, at the
gssme time, assuring them that he 1s free from all evils and

will conduct the affairs of the state Iin an honest manner.,
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Arkensas politics 1s fascinating. Everyone in the
state enjoys the campaligns, It is similar to a game of
chegs in that you keep your opponent in check and always
on the defensive untll you get him in a corner in such a

position that he is forced to admit deflfeat.
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