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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

purpose ©f the Study 

The purpose of this study la to determine the best policy 

^ f o r Interpreting the school to the community In Latin-American 

areas* Special effort will be mad© to develop a sound public 

relations policy and to apply this policy in a Latip,-American 

situation* 

The writer has had three years* experience as a teacher 

in a school where 80 per cent of the students are Latin 

Americans. Inasmuch as educational patterns are constantly 

changing, a great need has been felt concerning the best policy 

to use to interpret the school to the community. Most intellec-

tuallats promote the idea that school and community are insepa-

rable. fo determine the paramount interrelationship which 

should exist between these factors would be of interest to 

those concerned with either a successful school-community or 

a ooiatnunity-sohool public relations program in Latin-American 

areas. The uniqueness of problems in these areas demands inter-

pretation. It is necessary to keep up with modern trends if 

successful public relations programs are to evolve* 

t, - Whether this investigation will be of any material value 
?/>. s,""" 

to the writer or to anyone who may become responsible for the 

success of a school-community public relations program is yet 



to be determined. However, after a thoughtful inquiry and 

research study has been made, should the findings and 

analysis offer any specific value or contribution to members 

of these public forces upon which the suecesa of such program 

depends, justification of the study will be confirmed. 

Since lovember of 19^2 the Stat© Department of Education 

in Texas, with the active co-operation of the office of Inter-

American Affairs and of the Inter-American Relations Division 

of the United states Office of Education, has been Making some 

effort to bring about a greater interest in neighbor republics, 

activating the "Good Neighbor policy* through the schools. 

Source of Data 

£ fo^ Teachers of Spanish-Speaking Children, pre-

pared under the direction of George I. sanchea, professor of 

Latin-American Education at the University of Texas, pictures 

the curriculum as the great intermediary between the child 

and the world in which he lives. This bulletin gives much 

relevant material. Meet Latin America and Los Camlnas de 

Amistad, other bulletins prepared by the State Department, 

likewise offered pertinent material. Pauline Klbbe»s book, 

Latin Americans in Texas, was used for much study. A Manual 

of Aids and Devices for Teaching Non-English Speaking Children, 

published by the El Paso Public Schools, exemplified the rela-

tion of the school to the community, other materials used In 

this study included the Twenty-eighth Year Book of the National 

Education Association, September 19l|9, also the February 1950, 



issue. Responsabilldad gel frabajador Sooi&l Ante IA 

Comamidad, Julio 19l*9» gives an over-all pioture of the 

reaponslbi11 ty of the social worker to the community In 

intergroup areas. Marching with Democracy from sea to shin-

ing Sea defines America* a greatest asset as her children. 

Th© Suggested Qourse of Study In Spanish for Texas High Sohools, 

19&5 gives th# most important aims In teaching Spanish, Th© 

Gladewater Plan, Democracy Beats Communism Week, larch 20-26, 

19^9» emphasizes what heritage means to youth, 

Texas Health Education frog rain, a state department bulle-

tin gives an Introduction to public relations for better health 

education in all eoiffltamlties. Research studies made by stu-

dents of North Texas State College were read and are reported 

In this study. School and Cosimunlty by Edward G» olsen, and 

Hoae-School-Goaaaunity Relations by Yeager were used in develop-

ing criteria for a sound public relations program. Finally, 

an investigation of schools was made for th® purpose of apprais-

ing th© educational poliey used* This investigation was carried 

on through personal interviews with teachers, parents and 

children as well as through responses to questionnaires sent 

to principals and superintendents of schools in l>tin-American 

areas. 

Definitions 

The words "Latin American** and MMexican" are used in this 

study to designate the Spanish-speaking element. 

The phase of school administration which gives informa-

tion concerning the school and unites the home and school and 



community In promotion of educational functions is defined as 

public relations. 

Community is defined to be «*a population aggregate in-

habiting a contiguous territory, integrated through common 

experience, possessing a number of basic service institutions, 

conscious of its local unity and able to act in a corporate 

capacity,"* 

Method of Procedure 

This study has been planned to include five chapters. 

Chapter I presents the purpose of the study, the souro© of 

the data, definitions of terms, methods of procedure, and a 

summary of related studies. Chapter II Involves intergroup 

problems dealing with public relations, fhe puî jose of the 

chapter is given, and the public relation factors which affect 

the educational policies in Intergroup areas are discussed. 

Biophasls is placed on (1) living conditions, {2} attitudes 

toward education, (3) problems in teaching Latin Americana, 

fhe principal facts are summarized. Chapter III has for its 

purpose the development of criteria for a sound public rela-

tions program as well as to show that such a program is impor~ 

tant in interpreting the school to the community in Latin-American 

areas, public relations is approached from two view points: 

internal public relations {within the school) and external 

public relations (within the sojaaunity). chapter IV attempts 

1 
Lloyd A. Cook, Community Backgrounds of Education, p. 27, 



to measure the mmm® of the programs "being used by mmm 

of the oritaria set up la the previous chapter* Finally, 

Chapter ? offers conclusions and recommendations« 

Belatftd Studies 

Most of the studies that have been made dealing with the 

Latin-American people in Texas Include such phases as attend* 

ance, health, and migratory worker#, The studies which have 
I 

been examined by the writer reveal problems of that type and 

differ from the present study which deals with interpretation 

through a aound public relations program* 

Charles A* Jolly, Wichita falls, Texas, made a study to 

determine the factors influencing the attendance of the Latin-

American children of the ffiiohlta Palls Public Schools. The 

purpose of his study was threefold! <1) to make a study of 

attendance records of Latin-American children of the Wichita 

Palls Public Schools to determine the extent of non-attendance 

and withdrawals J (2) to study the factors causing this non-

attendance and withdrawals$ (3) to plan aoae remedial »@as< 

urea to improve the educational opportunities and to improve 

the attendance of these c h i l d r e n ^ The major findings of this 

study werei 

1# There is far too great a percentage of poor attend-
ance and even non-attendance among the 1^ tin-American 
school-age children in Wiohita Falls Public Schools* 

^Charles A. Jolly, "Attendance of the Latin-American 
Children in the Wichita Palls Public Schools? (Unpublished 
Master's thesis, Departuent of Education, North Texas State 
Teachers College, August, 1948}, pp« 72-73* 



2. Over 50 per cent of the Latin Americans who enroll 
in schools are in the first tiire® grades and between 
the ages of six and twelve years. 

3* The highest percentage of scholastics - not enrolled 
are found in th© over-fourfceen age group. 

£}.. The highest percentage of: failures occurred in the 
first three grades and the lowest percentage in 
the tenth grade. 

$. There la far too great an amount of age-delay and 
failure to progress among those who do attend.,, a 
situation which le&ds to essential elimination from 
school altogether* 

6. There is a seasonal problem of attendance because 
of the shifting of the migratory workers. 

7. The socio-economic status of the parents of the 
Latin-American school children in Wichita Falls is, 
on the averapa; much lower than that of the Anglo-
American children# 

8.- The Latin-American settlement does not have adequate 
sanitary facilities, 

9. Few recreational opportunities are available. 

10. There is no organized health program for the Latin-
American area other than regular clinics held by 
the City Health Unit and frequent visits by the 
nurse at the schools. 

11. Language difficulty appears to be one of the main 
causes of failure in grade progress in the primary 
grades. This in turn causes age-delay and a feeling 
of frustration or inferiority, with a consequent 
decrease in attendance or elimination from school 
altogether, 

12* Th© lack of educational opportunities for the Latin-
American children does not appear to b© caused from 
antagonism between the races but from indifference 
to th® importance of universal education for all 
citizens on the part of both the Anglo Americans 
and the Latin Americans. 

13* Mo serious attempt has been made to teach an appre-
ciation of Latin-American culture in the schools of 
Wichita Palls. 



ll±. A comparison mad© of the findings of this study with 
one made ten years ago for the Wichita Palls area 
reveals that there has been a decided improvement in 
the socio-economic status of th® Latin-American workers 
in the city, and that a much greater percentage Is 
employed In permanent work, 

15* A like eoaqjarison of the attendance records of the 
Latin-American children in schools for the different 
periods show a decided increase both in school enroll-
ment and in average daily attendance, previous figures 
developed indicate that an Increase ,in these has 
brought a subsequent increase in grade progress# 

16. The children are participating in the school»s activi-
ties, particularly th® boys in sports# 

17* The improvement that has been noticed in enrollment, 
in average daily attendance, and in school progress 
indicates that the Latin-American child, when he is 
not too greatly handicapped by factors of poverty, 
bad housing, language handicap, and indifference on 
th© part of the parents, will attend school and do 
satisfactory work if he is given a chance, 

18• The study furnishes encouragement for those who 
have been working to improve th® attendance records 
of Latin-American scholastics in the Wichita Falls 
Public Schools,^ 

Remedial measures proposed by jolly for th© improvement 

of the conditions were; 

1, Enforcement of school law. 

2, Better ways of living. 

3, A system of child accounting. 

I4., A guidance program, 

5. In-service training for teachers. 

6, Bemediai measures 

a. Provision for pre-school training, 

b, A trained social worker to act as a liason agent 
between school and Latin Americans. 

^Ibid,, pp. 66-68, 
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c* Enrichment of the curriculum by building appro* 
elation for Latin-American culture and adding 

vocational courses* 

d* Arouting Interest In the subject*^ 

Jolly*a study is one of only a few studies that hava 

been made at lorth Texas State College on Mtln-Aiieriesn 

problems* The present study differs fro® his la that it 

concerns the best policy for u»e la interpreting the school*§ 

pattern of learning to the community In Lat in-American areas, 

rather than dealing with a single problem such as attendance 

or non-attendance# 

In 1947, one year prior to the study just mentioned, 

Eusaett L. Howard made a study of problems of the Latin-American 

schools* 

The purpose of his study was to determine the extent of 

some of the problems of the Latin-American schools, to survey 

one such school in operation, and to study some proposed 

remedies for any inequalities that might exist*5 

Special emphasis was given to attendance problems, methods 

of apportioning school funds, age-grade distribution of p\iplls, 

socio-economic standing. Inability to speak the English lan-

guage, lack of trained teachers, and the need for health edu-

cation. All of these problems are involved in the problem of 

this present study* 

4Ibid*, pp. 69-72. 

5Sramett L. Howard, "Problems of the Latin-American Schools" 
(Unpublished Master's thesis, Department of Education, North 
Texas State Teaohers College, June, 1947J, pp. 71-72* 



The major findings of Howard1a study weret 

1. The majority of the beginning Latin-American children 
have to b© taught the English language, 

2. Non-attendance is partly due to failure to enforce 
compulsory school law* 

3. A better understanding between the Anglo American 
and the Latin American should be taught. 

ij.. The teacher should have a knowledge of and appreciation 
for Lat in-Araerican culture and history and should have 
special preparation for teaching Latin Americans. 

5* Children should have regular promotions and should 
not be retarded. 

In 191*5 > Myrtle L« Tanner, director of Xnter-Aaerican 

Relations Education, compiled a Stat© Department Bulletin 

Meet Latin America, The purpose in the production of this 

bulletin was to Improve Latin-American relations by helping 

teachers do a better job in building better human relations 

through the classrooms of Texas*7 

Pauline R. Klbbe, quoting H. T# Manuel, sayss 

The basic needs of Latin-Ah©rican youth are not 
different from those of other youths* Their desires, 
which education is to help satisfy, are the desires of 
all youth* They, like others, want an opportunity to 
participate on equal terras in the activities which win 
and women normally engage, ami to enjoy a fair share of 
the goods of life. They want action. They want to be 
participants in the drama of life rather than m&re 
spectators. They want reasonable security and adventure* 
They want to have a part in business, industry, govern-
ment, home life, education, and recreation as full-fledged 
and responsible members of the group. They want oppor-
tunity not special privilege. Democracy on the other 

6Ibld«, pp. 72-71+, 

7Meet Latin America, Texas State Department of education, 
BulletTrnioT"555, p. VI. 
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hand wants Latin-American youth, a® other youth, to be 
prepared to participate efficiently In the varied 
activities of democratic living, and to share the 

benefits of co-operative endeavor*® 

Kibbe's book la the most complete of any reference# the 

writer has observed on Latln-Amerlcan problem*« Her study 

points out that one out of every six persons in the state of 

Texas Is of Mexican descent* This figure represents more 

than one million Texas people, giving a vivid picture of how 

iwnense the problem really ls« The children of the workers 

who came since 1900 are the greatest concern.® Klbbe's pur-

pose in her study was simply to sketch clearly some of the 

most important problems of the Latin Americans as she viewed 

their problems. 

In 1948 Leslie £, Sorrels made a study of the educational 

status of the Spanish-speaking people in Texas* The most sig-

nificant conclusions drawn from this study werei 
1* If the schools are to improve the economic status of 

the Latin Americans, it is recommended that they 
institute programs in their school curricula to pro-

' vide special training or vocational training to 
qualify Latin Americans for semi-skilled Jobs and 
jobs requiring special training#. 

2, The administrators should use special programs to 
encourage students to remain in school.*0 

^Pauline R. Klbbe, Latin Americans In Texas. pp. 83-84. 

9Ibid., p. 30. 

^Leslie £• Sorrels, "A Survey of Present Status of Latin-
American Education in the Lower Rio Grande Valley" (Unpublished 
Master*s thesis, Department of Industrial Arts, Korth Texas 
State Teachers College, June, 1948), pp* 72-73. 
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How Health, Social Conditions, and Educational Opportuni-

ties of the Mexican Children in the Sonora School May B® Im-

proved was a study mad© by Helen James of Denton, Texas. The 

study was made for the purpose of analysing the conditions 

which affect the educational development of the Mexican chil-

dren in the Sonora Independent School at Sonora, Texas, with 

the view of planning a remedial program* After a critical 

analysis was completed, the conclusions were: 

1. The diet of the Mexican family is inadequate in both 
vitamin and mineral eontent. 

2. The general living conditions of Mexicans are of a 
low standard# 

3. The size of houses in general are too small to house 
the siae families which live in them. 

If., Twenty-eight per cent of the fathers and mothers of 
th® Latin-American boys and girls have passed the 
fourth grade* 

5. Prejudice of the American people towards races pre-
dominates . 

6. Mexicans are sensitive in regard to their nationality* 

7» The migratory problem is a detriment to education* 

8, The school curriculum is not adjusted to meet the 
needs of the Latin-American school* 

Remedial measures offered weret 

1. The diet should be gradually improved through th® 
help of the school lunch program and the cooperation 
of the parents. 

2# General living conditions should be improved through 
the help of the school by creating an efficient adult 
. education program# 

•; 3*./ Resentfulness of the Mexican people as to their 
nationality should, to a great extent, be reduced 
through the efforts of the school in developing an 
appreciative attitude. 
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4# The curriculum should be adjusted to the needs of 
the children by reconstruction of content and fey 
extracurricular activities. 

&• The teacher should be trained for the teaching of 
Latin-American children.11 

Suasiary 

One common purpose in all of the related studies is to 

improve the educational opportunities for the Latin-American 

children* All of the studies which were considered discussed 

problems confronting the public which must be solved before 

this improvement can take place# Among the problems mentioned 

are attendance, health, economic status, and migratory labor. 

The present study attempts to determine the best policy 

for interpreting the school to the oonnunity in Latin-American 

areas# This effort is to b© carried out by taking a set of 

accepted criteria and measuring the soundness of possible 

public relations practices. The next step is to evaluate the 

practices in use as found in the present study in terms of 

the practices Judged sound by the criteria used. 

^Helen James, "How Health, Social Conditions, and 
Educational Opportunities of the Mexican Children in the 
Sonora School May Be Improved1! (Unpublished Master*a thesis;, 
Department of Education, Korth Texas State Teachers College, 

pp. 71-73. 



CHAPTER II 

INTERGROUP PROBLEMS DEALING WITH PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Purpose of the GbaptiP 

The purpose of this chapter Is to point out some of the 

factors involved in public relations problems which affect 

educational policies In intergroup areas. 

Amiable relations are essential in bringing school and 

community together* Morg people serve the school than any 

other social institution# Support given a school depends 

upon the understanding of the school*s program by the public, 

Pauline Kibbe quotes Robert C» Eokhardt, field repre-

sentative of the Office of Inter-Amerioan Affairs in Texas, 

as sayings 

The problem of Spanish-speaking minorities in Texas 
is a complex on© . . , . Cause# of strained relation® 
are as varied as the personalities of the thousands of 
persons of Latin and Anglo descent who ©one In contact 
with eaeh other.1 

More than one million Spanish-speaking people were in 

Texas in 19^8« This estimate was given by Lyle Saunders, 

director of the Soclo-Economic Survey* Recent surveyi 'have 

been made which show that this Spanish-speaking element is 

increasing rapidly, not only in Texas, but in the entire 

United States* 

^Pauline R# Kibbe, Latin Americana in Texas, p.,81. 

13 
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Those Latin Americans who live along the Rio Grande 

border in T@;&as# including the permanent residents and the 

"wetbacks,rt create a real problem in education. 

H Vile t backs" are the Mexicans who swim the Rio Grande to 

enter Texas, They find themselves unable to make a lining in 

Mexico# Cotton along the border, the great amount of winter 

vegetables* and the gathering of citrus fruits seem to invite 

these people over to try their luck* 

Public relations must be attacked from many angles to 

be successful among varied groups# Some of the problems which 

demand attention are here mentioned. 

Living Conditions 

Rio Grand® Valley*--In the lush, irrigated Lower Rio 

Grande Valley® comprised of Hidalgo, Cameron, and Willacy 

counties, many Latin Americans dwell. Despite the productiv-

ity of the region and the combined efforts of the entire 

family group, they find it difficult to make a living. 

Kibbe reports a study made by farburton, Wood, and Grane* 

For this study 3^2 families were interviewed. Concerning the 

wages of these families it was found that: 

Two hundred two families had migrated. Their 
average family income for a twelve months» period waa 
#365. 

One hundred forty families had remained in Hidalgo 
county. The average family income of the non-migra-
tory group was $305* 

For the migratory families, wages averaged from 
$200 to $800. For the non-migratory family the average 
was much lower# 
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The weekly family income for two-thirds of the 
3l|.2 families was #7»&9j ^ e median earnings per week 
were only $6.5lj.$ and one out of every eight families 
earned less than §3*85 P®** week in 19b®* 

Living conditions in general.—Herschel T. Manuel, after 

making an intensive study of the Latin-American situation in 

Texas, advocated better living conditions for the Latin Ameri-

cans and better educational advantages for their children. 

Inferiority, unskilled laborers, and the living conditions 

constitute some of their major problems. H© says* 

Typically, except in the most favored situations, 
the Mexican element of a community lives in a section 
to itself. "Across the tracks" and ''Little Mexico" 
are phrases full of meaning to hundreds of Texas 
communities.-* 

To many people, terns used by Manuel signify filth, 

disease, and social maladjustment. 

As a part of the Children's Bureau study of Hidalgo coun-

ty, a special health survey was made covering all children 

under eighteen years of age in fifty-five families selected 

at random from 3lf2 families interviewed, The report stated: 

The diets of the children were in general a simple 
fare, consisting principally of pinto beans, rice, 
potatoes, and tortillas. Vegetables and fruits were 
eaten infrequently by many families because they did 
not Ilk© them, though there was ample opportunity to 
obtain them from the fields or packing sheds. Of the 
fifty-five families interviewed, only twenty-eight, 
approximately one-half, reported that they used vege-
tables or fruits frequently. Three families did not 
use them at all, and the other twenty-four used them 

2Ibid., p. 193. 

3nerschel T. Manuel, The Education of Mexican and 
Spanish-speaking Children 1'n Texas, p. lBT 
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only occasionally. one family stated that the father 
could get vegetables easily from the packing sheds but 
did not because the family did not like them. H@ did 
bring some oranges from the grove, but not grapefruit 
because, he said, grapefruit sfchint the blood and causes 
T.B. * After infancy, milk ia used In only small amounts 
or not at all by soat of the children. Of the children 
two year® of age or older, slightly more than one-half 
of those who did take milk used It only in tea or coffee, 
Only about one-fifth used as much aa a pint a day, and 
these were usually the younger children »4 

It is a known fact that health is a factor of major 

importance in determining what people can be expected to do. 

Living conditions are responsible for the maladjustment. 

Child Welfare Publication 317# Children in the Community, 

lists, out of 727 cases referred to the Community Service, 

the following types of behavior problems?5 

Academle d i f f i c u l t i e s — — — — — 
Conflict with authority-— 
Undesirable personality traits——— —203 
Stealing— — — .—lyS 
physical difficulties— —177 
iitt endance i r r e g u l a r i t i e s — — * — — — 1 6 5 
Conflict withrvother c h i l d r e n — — — — — 1 2 3 
Habit p r o b l e m ® — — — — — X 2 0 
Failure to observe routines and regulations-llli 
Social w i t h d r a w a l s — — — — — — - 1 0 9 
Destruction of property---——— — — - 56 
Sunning a w a y — — 4 2 
D i s h o n e s t i e s — — — j h 
S e x — — — — 2o 
O t h e r - - — — — — — — — - 5 1 } . 

The community must provide service for the children if 

it is to discharge its responsibility to identify and treat 

%Ibbe, op. cit., p. 139. 

^Children'a Bureau, Children in the Community, publi-
cation 317» P* 12. 



17 

the early syn^toms of maladjustments in order to present more 

costly results#' 

Low incomes, poor housing, and bad sanitation cause the 

spread of diseases among tha Latin Americans.' Under'the 

direction of George I. sanches, professor of Latin American 

Education at the University of Texas# a bulletin was prepared 

which. states? 

Many of the problems are common to all groups of 
children. The school# of Texas must meet the challenge 
presented by- the problems of tha 1,000*000 spsnlsh#. 
speaking people of 7«xa»* They comprise one-sixth of 
the total population of T®x&«s the great majority of them 
are citizens of the United State a j they 'represent all 
degree# of economic and social status| the largest num-
ber are classified as unskilled laborers and suffer -
inequality of economic and educational opportunities, 
and consequently, are prevented from rising to the full 
stature of effective citisenshlp,0 

Klbbe, quoting Wilson Little*s report bated on reasons 

given him by school superintendents concerning segregation 

of Latin Americans, saysi "Their standard of living is too 

low. They are dirty, lousy, and need special teaching in -

health and cleanliness, 

Without doubt many Latin Americans are in need of instruc-

tion in the principles of health and personal hygiene. Their 

standard of living is low# They are dirty. Filth is preva-

lent among many of the Latin-American element. Lousiness is 

A 
A ®ul&» fo^ Teachers of Span is h-speaking Children, 

Texas State Department of Education Bulletin No. 461+, p. 11, 

%lbbe, 0£. cit., p. 97. 
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a problem t o eosabat* These obse rva t ions have been made by 

til© w r i t e r * The bus iness of c l ean ing c h i l d r e n up has been 

seen t o be a dally routine at t h e beginning of eaoh school 

t e a s l i t l«atln-Ajaerlean schoolrooms, 

?h® f a c t a Mentioned i n t h e foregoing paragraphs i n d i c a t e 

t h a t living conditions - aaong a g r e a t ©any of t he L a t i a -

Araerican people a r e n o t satisfactory. 

A t t i t u d e toward Educat ion 

Many w r i t e r s i n d i c a t e i n t h e i r s t u d i e s t h a t Latin-Aswsrl ©an 

c h i l d r e n do n o t a t t e n d school regularly. Among the reasons 

o f f e r e d by Manuel f o r t h i s i r r e g u l a r i t y i n a t t e n d a n c e , a» he 

found frcct h i s survey, are the followingj 

Pover ty 
Lack of c u l t u r a l background 
Lack of i n t e r e s t 
Lack of s u i t a b l e clothing 
Illneas 
Migratory work 
F a i l u r e t o understand t h e privilege of f r e e 

SA&0O3»!û B£ # 

Two fundamental alms of educa t ion f o r all children a r e s 

1* f o h e l p them t o a s o c i a l e f f i c i e n c y 

Z» To h e l p them t o a d i s cove ry and optimum, develop— 

s e n t of pe r sona l a p t i t u d e s and a b i l i t i e s . 

She Spanish-speaking c h i l d i s o f t e n handicapped i n r e a l i z -

i n g t h e s e alms by f a c t o r s in addition to inability t o speak 

E n g l i s h , His attitude toisard educa t ion I s hampered by i r r e g u -

l a r a t t endance because of seasona l employment, or h i s g e n e r a l 

p h y s i c a l condition may be poor as a r e s u l t of unhealthy and 

^Manuel, o£. clt.» p. 116. 
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unfavorable living conditions. He feels himself a misfit 

and unhappy.^1 

In 1$|3 a movement to emphasis# inter»Ameidcan education 

in the public schools was initiated by the State Department of 

Eduoation**'® This movement involved a two point polieyi 

1. It declared that -the curricula of all public schools 
should be revised to include information and activities 
relative to Latin-Aaerican history and culture. 

2. That any administrative or currieular practice® which 
isolate, or tend to isolate, the Latin-American chil-
dren solely on the basis of such descent, through 
physical separation or inequitable educational offer-
ings, are deemed pedagogically unsound, contrary to 
the state and national policy, and inimical to the 
best Interests of both of those groups of children# 

The educational problem of this generation is to aid the 

young people to assume responsibility for group welfare* 

These young people are served by the schools* A good public 

relations policy should reflect the American ideals of public 

education and should evidence an awareness of the various 

publics served by the school* ®ie adoption of the policy 

needs to be approached with careful deliberation.^* 

Quoting John Dewey and John L* Ghilds, Olaen says? 

The great problem of American education la the 
discovery of Methods and teeimiques by which this more 
direct and vital participation may be brought about*12 

% Guide for Teachers of Spanish-Speaking Children, 
mm* WII.IHWKW .! nrwniiiiiitr .mipmmmm* —wim nitfwiiniMWtniUMWm mnimwinmr wmmtm- * 

op* cit•, p* 15* 

10Ibld*, pp. li+-l5* 

•^The Public and the Elementary School Department of 
ElemerifiTry principals1," Twenty Eighth' Warbooko'ft'heNiTional 
Education Association, p. 107* 

•^Edward G. Olsen, School and Goramunity, p. 1. 
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Olsen speaks of the school on an island and the mainland 

of life being joined by ten bridges—bridges between fch® 

school and eoasauBifcy* The proper use of these bridges lead 

us to a life centered school# He says our conscious concern 

must ever be that of developing more functional school pro-

grama grounded firmly in the democratic faith and process* 

He lists essential principles: 

1# Define the coaammity as the service area of the 
school? but relate it directly and constantly with 
the larger areas of state, region, nation, and 
world# 

2# Emphasize physical setting, social processes, 
social structure, and social problems, and stress 
the close interrelationship among these factors. 

3» Plan a sequential development of student experiences 
throughout each year of the entire school program, 

& 

ij.« Pocus attention upon the status, problems, and 
social contributions of youth who have participated 
in the basic processes of the various communities 
and societal areas studied, 

It may be direct result of the school's failure -to make 

necessary adaptations in curriculum content and in methodology, 

The tendency for enrollments to pile up in the first three 

grades supports this view* Some of the facts expressed by 

Little we ret. ' • - 7 • ; 

Fifty-three'per cent of the six to seventeen year 
- , old children were enrolled in the public schools* 

Seventy-two per cent were six to twelve year old 

Sixty-eight per cent were in the first ijhree grades 
(six to twelve) 

^Ibid., pp. U09-i|12. 
;JF' 
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About thirteen times a® many children were enrolled 
In the first grade as in the twelfth# 

Overageneas is a dominant characteristic of all 
grades 

There are two reasons which, account for over&genetst 

first, many of these children do not enter school until 

they are seven or eight or nine years of agej and, second# 

many of them fall short of the teacher*s standards for promo-

tion year after year, until finally they become discouraged 

and drop out of school. It "is to their credit that some of 

them do finish the eighth grade. 

The moat effective educational process for the reduction 

of intergroup prejudices includes the following principles* 

1, work with the group, not with Isolated individual#„ 

2. provide for active learning in group participation# 

3« Maximum closeness through field trips, personal 
contacts, and observations, 

ij.» Arrange opportunities for discussion and concrete 
group decision,^ 

In this study an attempt will be made to show that Latin 

Americans must cross these bridges with the Anglo Americans* 

The eltl&ena of Oladewater have adopted a plan of militant citizen-

ship, education, and civic responsibility inclined to r®awak*m the 

individual citizen's pride in his democratic heritage# This 

^Wilson Little, Spanish-Speaking people in Texas, p. 37« 

^Robin M. Williams, Reduction of Intergroup Tensions, 
pp» 98-^9# 
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plan was sponsored by the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce with 

all Its clubs and organizations cooperating* The school 

activities were arranged to work into the plan In putting 

over the "Invest in Education Day," Students took over the 

teaching duties with president of the student council serving 

as superintendent, Th® program was so successful and beneficial 

that it is being made a permanent part of the school*s activi-

tief 

George I. Sanchez of the University of Texas recommends 

for the Spanish-speaking ohildt 

A good education in th© company of fellow Americana, 
Even if his peculiar status and cultural characteristics 
are not provided for by th# school, he will profit greatly 
from the 'ordinary1 program if It Is equitably offered.1' 

To demonstrate this fact, the cultural heritage of the 

Spanish-speaking child can enrich the school*® curriculum. 

Problem® in Teaching Latin Americans 

Migration*—It was estimated by th® Texas State Employment 

Service that the maximum migrants following th© crops over th© 

state vary from 250,000 to 400,000. The pattern of migration 

begins in the Hio Grande Valley. Family incomes reported by 

the Children's Bureau ranged from |365 In 19^1 to #950 in 191+4 

as estimated by various federal agencies. This represents a 

substantial increase in three years* time; however, according 

^The Glad ©water Plan, Democracy Beats Goxmaunisra leek, 
public service pamphlet, published 'by the Premier Oil and 
Refining Company. 

•̂ A Guide for Teachers of Spanish-Speaking Children, 
op* clt., p. 11}.. 
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to Joseph $U Cowen, Area Representative of the War Food 

Adminlst rat ion, the Income was far from adequate, Gowen 

3tated: 

I submit that $1,000 is not an adequate family 
income under today* s cost of living by any standard 
you wish to measure it. Certainly, it will not permit 
children whose labor contributes appreciably to the 
family income to attend school regularly*3,5 

By a 1943 Congressional Act, re-enacted on February l4* 

1944» the Farm Labor Office, Extension Service, Texas Agricul-

tural and Mechanical College, inherited the routing and place-

ment of migratory labor in Texas. Some of the obstacles in 

the working of the program as pointed out weret 

1, Lack of understanding of the purpose of the Emergency 
Farm Labor Program by migrants* 

2# Lack of confidence in the personnel of the Farm Labor 
Office • 

3* Poor standards of living among some Latin-American 
and Mexican national migrants caused by economic and 
educational disadvantages resulted in discrimination 
in some cities against all migratory farm workers 
because of the undesirable habits of some of theaw 

4# Lack of adequate facilities with which to receive 
and care for migratory farm workers* 

5* Segregation and discrimination. 

6. Transportation and economic problems, ̂  

The problem of education for the children of these migra-

tory workers required much attention# Recommendations to th® 

Farm Labor Office in 1945 were* 

^Kibbe, op» cit., pp» 171-173 • 
19Ibid»# P* 174. 
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The offlee should secure, from the erew leaders, 
information as accurate as possible regarding the age, 
sex, and grade in school of each migratory child. 

As soon as this census was compiled the offie® 
should try to ascertain when most of the children would 
be obtainable for instruction# 

The office should consider the possibility of 
educational facilities within the reception centers.20 

These recoxamendations laid the ground work for a solution 

to more successful efforts to give educational benefit to the 

migratory children* 

Low economic level. —Investigations have revealed that 

the low economic level upon which the Latin American in Texas 

lives is largely attributed to low wages paid thea by Texas 

employers. Texas, being so closely associated with Mexico, 

has a very great responsibility.2^ 

To demonstrate the direct relation between the economic 

status of the Latin-American family and the school attendance 

of their children, Klbbe quote® case histories as follows* 

Fillpe was nine. He picked cotton for twenty-five 
weeks during migratory period. The mother reported that 
Ma earnings were needed and that he had never been to 
school. 

Raaona was nine* The mother was a widow, Harnona 
was needed to keep house and cook for the family, no she 
was never sent to school. 

The Servando boys were fourteen and seventeen years 
old. When they were small, they lived so far from school, 
the mother said it was better to send them to the field 
to work with their father than to send them to school 

20Ibid., p. 189. 

^Loa Caminas de Amiatad, Texas State Department of 
Education, Bulletin No. l*o6, p. 83# 
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TABUS 1 

PROBABLE CAUSES OP NON-ATTENDANCE OP LATIN-AMERICAN 
CHILDREN III SCHOOL IN THE OPINION 

OF VARIOUS WRITERS 

Opinions as to Cause ©f Non-attendance 
Authors Poverty Lack of 

Interest 
Illness Lack of 

Clothing 
Discrimi-
nation 

Finan-
ces 

Lit tie•••• X X X X X X 

Kibbe,.... X X X X X X 

Yarbrough. X X • • * « X X 

Division of 
Child and 
Maternal 
Health,«. X X X X • * * • 

Total if. k 3 3 3 3 

Reasons for failure to solve problems off non~attendance. • 

A survey of the Texas public Schools for the year 1943*»19i|i+ 

found that out of the 171,61$ Spanish-speaking scholastics 

enuiaeratedi only 70 per cent were enrolled la school and SO 

per cent of those enrolled were In average dally attendance# 

It was estimated that ij.0,000 were never enrolled and that 

1̂ 0,000 who were enrolled were absent every day. Out of the 

number enrolled only 2^*6 per cent were doing normal work»^ 

Table 2 shows main reasons for failure to solve problems 

in education of Latin Americans as shown by writers in the 

field and the Texas Almanac report. 

2 % Guide for Teachers of Spanish-Speaking Children, 
op. oitT, p. "IdV 
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tabu: 2 

MAIN REASONS FOR FAILURE TO SOLVE PROBLEMS II 
EDUCATION OP LATH AMERICANS AS SHOW BY 

WRITERS IN THE FIE ID AMD THE 
TEXAS ALMANAC REPORT 

lain Reasons © 
8 
o 
a 

G
i
l
l
 

• 

1 
1-5 

9 

% 
N 

iS| 
© 
6 
o 
m 

1 
t 
tq 

ri 
r*f 
0 

o 
» 4 
G 

K m 
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Nonadjusted 
durrioulum......... X X X X X X X X 

Indiff1 erence X X X * m X X * # X 

Low economic status.. X X X X X X X X 

Language* X X X X X X X X 

Migratory............ X X X X X X X X 

Non-effective teach-
ing ...... X X X X X X X X 

Summary 

There are bridges between the home and the achool in the 

Latin-American areas as ©Isewliere.. The problems which Must 

be solved are difficult to handle. Amiable relations are 

necessary in blunging school and community together, A feel-

ing of inferiority on the part of some Latin Americans because 

of financial conditions and other reasons cause a tendency to 

segregate# Living conditions and attitudes toward education 

are not satisfactory, and problems arising from these factors 

become complex* Investigations reveal that the low economic 

level is a grave problem. Mdst writers in the field agree 
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that socio-economic conditions and attitudes toward ©duration 

are the number one problem in a successful public relations 

program* 



CHAPTER III 

HOME-SGHOOL-COMMTJNITY PUBLIC RELATIONS POLICY 

Purpose of the Chapter 

The purpose of this chapter Is to develop criteria for a 

sound public relations program which can be used to the best 

advantage in interpreting the school to th© community in Latin-

American areas* 

Public relations seeks to bring about a harmony of under-

standing between any group and the public it series and upon 

whose good will it depends. "Harmony of understanding^ at 

least in the ease of school public relations, involves far 

more than "publicity'1 or ̂ Interpretation#*1 It means genuine 

co-operation in planning and working, for good schools, with 

the public giving as well as receiving ideas# It become® a 

two-way process, a two-way flow of Ideas between School and 

community, which provides th© basis for mutual understanding 

and effective teamwork.̂ * 

The nature and urgency of the needs of th® schools in 

Latin-American areas vary. Some of th® major needs are common 

to all eoiBBiunities* These needs might be classifieds 

1. Extended educational opportunities 

2. Improved curriculum programs 

Public Relations for Americans Schools, Twenty-eighth 
Yearbook of th* American Association of School Administrators, 
pp. 12-13. 

so 
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3. Jhe new teacher 

lu Increased financial support 

Many and varied, progMas are necessary to care for such 

needs. 

Extended educational opportunl tie a.—Meeting thai need for 

educational opportunities for the Latin-American child la a 

recognised problem. Good philosophy is here offered? 

1. fhe school should through its program show an aware-
ness of the problems and conditions that exists in 
the community it serves. 

2. The importance of employing effective methods and 
techniques should be recognised* 

3*. Basle situations for the learning of English should 
b© provided for in everyday activities, 

i|» fotal development of the child should be' considered. 

5. Developmental rather than corrective " teaching should 
be stressed* 

6# Teachers should exercise sympathy for the child to 
establish for him a feeling of security*2 

Improved curriculum program.'—All low-income communities 

have overcrowded home conditions. Retardation and over-ageness 

are due to irregular attendance* poor health results from 

malnutrition and unhygienic living# Discipline problems become 

significant# Lack of time, knowledge, and understanding' causes 

a lack of co-operation on the part of the parents. 

Curriculum content should aim at improving these socio-

economic conditions. In all school activities, effort to teadi 

democratic Ideals should predominate. Unnecessary pressure on 

% Manual of Aids and Devices for Teaching Beginning 
Hon-Enllish-SpeaEing ChTIIren, U. S. Office of Education, p. 2. 



31 

the child should be avoided* He should not be exhorted for 

anything beyond his control.^ 

The new teacher,--Orlentatlon of a new teacher is 

essential to a successful program of public relations# The 

newly appointed teacher presents a special problem to the 

administrator who is trying to get his staff "coxnnunity con-

scious The mora rapidly the new teacher gets inducted 

into the community life he is going to share, the easier it 

will be for him to function. Experiences are few in Latin-

American areas for orientation of the teacher, parent-teacher 

meetings are about the only opportunities offered*. 

Increased financial support»-~Aocording to the. American 

Association of School Administrators, 

lo ©osarainlty will starve its schools* Public 
relations activity related to school finance is 
subject to the same criteria that apply to school 
and community relations in general* It la especially 
important for financial interpretation to be continuous, 
complete, factual, accurate and honest*^ 

Every parent, every citixen, and ©very taxpayer should 

be kept informed as to needs of school with respect to finances. 

In order to be most significant, school fiscal statistics must 

be related to the regular work of the schools * 

psychological aspects of public relations•--Many publics 

stand ready to criticise the efforts of a program of public 

%bld., p. 3. 

^Public Relations for America*a Schools, op, clt., p. 166. 

%bld*, pp. 2i4l-~2l$, 
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relations, A program of this type, therefor©, must b® Iden-

tified with honesty, people want to know what their educa-

tional dollar Is tracing. School pub11© relations should be 

broad and varied* No possible aediiua of contact with any 

p̂ublic should be missed. Everyone in the coiamunity should 

be reached. 

A continuing stimulus produces & more highly 
predictable and stronger response than an intermittent 
or random stimulus# Ho public relations plan will 
succeed in Its goals unless it brings to the publics 
of the school regularly recurring and satisfying eon-
tacts with the educational outcomes of the school. A 
given stimulus will affect an individual only in terms 
of his previous habits and conditionings, school public 
relatione, in the large sense therefore, must be continu-
ous so that by means of everyday contacts through the 
months and years the public will be sympathetically 
conditioned# Only In that way can schools assure 
favorable public response when it Is needed for specific 
future events*0 

Since public relations deal with opinions of people, one 

good thing to do Is to keep the school sensitive to its public. 

Public relations workers have the responsibility to make their 

publics happy with facts and interpretations pertaining to 

the schools*. In a sense, to know about the public Is to b© 

aware of its needs# 

A successful leader of public relations provides a large 

number of acceptable rationalizations for the behavior- of 

followers of a given endeavor. 

Criteria underlying a policy of educational Interpreta-

tion as proposed by parley, orinnell, Seeder, Heller, Twelfth 

6Xbid., pp, 22-23* 
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and Fifteenth Yearbooks, were mentioned by Yeager in Home-

School-Coramunity Relation*, 

The most frequently accepted criteria taken from the 

above aa listed by Yeager are used in this study as criteria 

by which to measure a sound relations program, 

Uatur® of criteria* 

1. Continuous 

2* Reach everybody in the c oramunity (universal appeal) 

3* Underatandable (humanised) 

k* Honest 

$* Interesting 

6, Well planned? 

Internal public Relations 

If a policy Is based on sueh criteria, an aecepted'inter-

pretation should be the result. Knowledge of proper informa-

tion about the public school, interpreted to the public, 

together with the maintenance of proper attitudes towards and 

confidence in public education are 

of a so-operative relationship. 

Agencies and Materials which 0)2 

and are useful for home-school-coramunity relationship purpose# 

ares 

1, fh© administrative personnel 

2, Teachers 

^William A* Yeager, Home-School-GoiHmuni t y Relations, p, IjJl. 

the necessary forerunners 

riginate "within the school 
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3. pupils 

4, Janitors® 

I. The Administrative personnel 

A. Superintendents--Reports are of great importance in 

interpreting the school to the community, Being 

official doeimcnts* they must present a clear, 

concise, and accurate survey and record of the 

public school snterprise in a language to be under-

stood by the public, Typical of these reports are 

new objectives, housing, public progress, educational 

Plans, safety and health. Good public relations 

never let a child fail because of faulty records# 

Good public relations are affected byt 

Methods of controlling children 
Rigidity and flexibility of rules 
Neglecting the safety of pupils 

Interference with religious practice!!? 

In l»atln~&mdrieaa areas religious practices 

demand much attention* She greater majority of the 

Spaniah*speaklng people are of the Catholic faith. 

Upon request, their children must be excused for 

attendance at confiramtlon schools* 

B. Principal—-Public relations established by the 

principal are Included in the practices* 

®Xbld», pp« 166-203. 

Q 
'Public Motions for America's Schools, op. cit*. 

p. 211* ' 1 1 ' " 
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1. Continuity 

»• Has a plan for continuous curriculum develop-

merit 

b» Provides dynamic leadership 

c* Recognises the needs of his school and comisuiilfcy 

d. Plana to meet school building needs 

e« Studies the needs of the ccBimunity 

i« Makes needed surveys 

g. Reads widely in professional literature 

h» Keeps up with developaents in field of child 

growth 

2* Universality 

a* Works with the staff, parents* and pupil# in 

formulating a guiding philosophy of education 

b# Provides opportunities for schoolwide parti-

cipation in various projects 

e« Arranges demonstrations of school work 

4* Issues a school paper 

e* Lives in the school ccsoaunity 

f» Participates as leader of many groups 

g# Establishes good relations with the press 

h* Distributes a booklet on school purposes and 

functions 

3* understandability 

a» Develops leadership in others 
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b* Improve® working condition* for teaohers 

c» Takes time to orient each new teacher 

d« Provides for teacher participation in curriculum 

work on school time 

©» Resists attempts to control the personal life of 

teachers 

f« Plana with staff and parents ways to reduce 

playground friction 

g« Confers with parents regarding individual 

problems 

h# Knows each pupil and can call him by name 

It* Honesty 

a* Is readily accessible to teachers 

b« Develops greater interests on part of parents 

c. Frequently sees and comments an the work of the 

individual children 

d. I# a friendly confidant of individuals and groups 

of children 

©# puts people at ease 

f* Uses proper techniques in group discussions 

5# Interest 

a. Makes it possible for children to help determine 

school practices 

b* Encourages school assemblies 

c# Observes American Education \?®ek 
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Schools can teach democracy only as they becom© "a 

democracy operating on, with, by or through the beliefs 

which are basic to democratic living."^-

Schools must exea^lify such beliefs in practices, fhe 

achool is th® institution that has been developed whereby 

the young citizens of th® country may learn these things. 

It must b® conducted on a democratic basis if there is any 

value in the teaching.*^ 

Such practices in action, as are listed above, appear 

to be sound for the purpose of carrying out a successful 

school-community public relations program. 

fhese practices have been grouped in accordance with th© 

beliefs that continuity, universality, the degree to which 

the program is understandable, honesty, interest, and being 

well-planned do measure the soundness of the program which 

executes such practices# 

In support of a program of continuous publicity, Yeager 

quotes Carter Alexanders 

The school as a public institution needs the con-
tinuous interest of the people. Public opinion is alow 
to develop# Publicity spread over a long period is 
bound to be more sound and honest than drive publicity 
because the people have plenty of time to teat calmly 
its reasons and contentions. Such testing will inevitably 
secure greater confidence because there will be no sus-
picion that the schools are trying t© "put something 
over" on the public* 

iijU Uxomaa Hopkins, Interaction-The Democratic Process, 
p. 13# 

3%oward, 0£. cit., p. i. 
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To test the continuity of a program, the public 
a skms 

What is the nature and. scop© of the ©ducation 
need? 

Does the community understand the aim and purpose 
of th® program? 

Is there a competent director in charge of th® 
program? 

Are there conflicting groups? 

Is the program sufficient to meet local needs? 33 

The program raust be honest in intent,, pupils of all 

grades should be properly instructed* They carry th® infor-

mation home* The attitude th© parent has toward the school 

program results from relationships between teacher and pupil. 

The teacher should give Individual attention to pupil's 

interest and abilities. When schools fail, distastes and 

prejudice grow* Pupils become patrons, board members, and 

voters, -If the school is honest in its relations program, 

it can expect continued support from its grown-up pupils. 

Schools that expect public approval will seek pupil approval. 

Any program involving pupil activities helps to bring pupil 

interest and ©OBBSunity into relationship# Examples of such 

programs are assembly program, dramatics, choral singing, 

Y-Teen Clubs, and other organisad work. Education must be 

functional in the lives of pupils, 

II• Teachers—Public relations practices? 

A. Relating to schools 

^^Yeager, op, clt,, pp. 159-l60. 
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1* Willing to becoia® leaders in th© coraaunity* 

2* Peals with problems on a professional level. 

3m Feel that they represent the school. 

B» Relating to the community: 

1, Live in th© school community. 

2# Attend church, 

3# Participate in community activities* 

4* Recognise responsibility for interpreting the 

school program, 

III* Pupils—Public relations practices? 

A, He la ting to school and community! 

1, Corn® to school neat and clean. 

2* Follow th© golden rule with respect to other pupils, 

3. Willing to do things for the community* 

IV* Janitors—Public relations practises* 

A* Relating to th© schools 

1* Keeps school clean and orderly, 

2* Wields moral influence over pupils* 

B« Belatlng to conasmnltys 

1* Has wide community contacts* 

All of these agencies concerned with a successful school-

community relations program must co-operate with its purpose* 

The soundness of each of the above practices is judged 

by the fact that the writer believe# each activity has been 

satisfactorily established la public relations programs* 
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External Public Halations 

Community agencies and materials making educational 

contacts with, the public school# are: 

1. The public press 

2. The radio 

3* The motion picture 

Advertising materials^ 

Such school-news topics as pupil progress and achievement, 

xmthods of instruction, health of pupils, extra-currieular 

activities, attendance, parent-teacher association, and many 

other® are presented to th® public by the newspaper* Public 

education «ust recognlsse the power the press has for good or 

bad in any coamunity. fable 3 shows Yeager*® outline of 

Farley*s Study of patron Interest and Newspaper Response. 

TABLE 3 

PATRON INTEREST AND NEWSPAPER RESPONSE 

School News Topics 

Rank of Inter-
est of the Top-
ics to patrons 

lank of 
News De-
voted to 
Topics 

• # # • 
* # * * # * » » # * « * * 

* * « * 

Pupil progress and achievement.». 
Methods of instruction 
Health of pup1Is•*«* .. 
bourse of study. •. *. 
Value of education*•••»«•••*•••••••• 
Discipline and behavior,.-.... 
Teachers and school officers 
A tt endan ce• »»»..«••••»«••••••«•«•»»•• 
Building programs 
Business management and finance*.,.. 
Board of education and administration 
Parent-teacher association.......... 
Extra-curricular activities. 

k 
10 
9 
6 
12 
11 
2 
13 
8 
T 
5 
3 
1 

%bld,, p. 198. IS XbjUi# |f p * 2X3 • 



The topics present in fable 3 are typical of all topics 

discussed in newspapers In all consnunltles. The newspaper is 

the chief source of information to the public, though many 

Latin Americans are unable to subscribe to a daily newspaper 

and many cannot read and interpret English* According to 

Ivioehlman only 1+ per cent of an individual* s tints is available 

for keeping him Informed, 

All agencies met work together to obliterate prejudices 

and rejection of minority rights and opportunities. Even 

though intolerance Is fought in schools» yet in communities 

discrimination is often found in opportunities for the minority 

group in housing and in work. Assisting greatly in public 

relations are the programs in English and Spanish given over 

the radio# 

In school, children of Spanish descent are protected by 

law against discrimination. School authorities have no power 

to segregate arbitrarily Mexican children merely because of 

race. Grading, classifying, and assigning pupils are purely 

administrative functions inherent In local school authorities.1? 

The approach to a public relations policy provides 

experience in democratic living. It provides a way for boys 
Tfi 

and girls to find out their share in improving this living.AU 

^Arthur B« Moehlaanj, public School Relations# p. 7# 

/-~17public School Laws of the State of Texas» Article 2900, 
p # 28 2« 

^National Education Association, "Prom Sea to Shining 
Sea,* Administrators Handbook for Intersroup Education, p. 18. 
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Summary 

The characteristics of a sound policy of public relations 

are: 

1. It must toe continuous. 

2. It must reach everybody in coinmunity. 

3# It must be understandable, 

i|.« It must be honest. 

5. It must be interesting. 

6. It mat be well planned. 

All agendas mast co-operate to make it successful. 

Recognition of the importance of a comprehensive program 

of school and community interpretation is fundamental to sound 

public relations. Such a program cannot be developed without 

a functional school program, public relations is founded on 

definite information about the community provision for time 
* 

and money, personnel and funds being necessary for the carry-

ing out of the program. All agencies are interested In th© 

improvement of educational services and community life. 

The test of a good public relations policy is determined 

by its adaptability to specific situations and conditions. 

The control of such policy should belong to th© school* Prin-

ciples Involved ares 

1. Does the program provide for continued participation 

by members of th© community? 

2* Does th® policy recognise the principle of responsi-

bility on the part of th© public schools to direct th® 
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policy, and of the home and community to expect the school 

to do so? 

3. Is the policy adapted to community level of under-

standing and intelligence? 

ij,« Does the program withhold essential information 

from the public? Is it honest in intent? 

5. Are the interests of the group considered on the 

level of their Intelligence? 

6* Does the program provide Ibr the needs of all groups 

in the community? 

School public relations deals with facta. Continuity 

must be regarded as definite and necessary in the public 

relation plan# 

He who is impatient with the necessity for continuous 

relations prove# himself unfit as a leader, fhe administrator 

can build or "unbuild" a good relations program* Everyday 

contacts of teachers and other employees with children of the 

conammity or their parents are in themselves effective public 

relations, teachers are educators and public relations agents 

all the time* public relations and educational planning are 

a part of each other* public response come® aa a result of 

this continuous planning, interest is kept alive and responsi-

bility is assumed by the publics served. 

Evaluation of any practices which might be proposed for 

better relations would involve an answer to such question# 

as: 
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Hoes the practice contribute to the basic purposes of 

the democratic school? 

Does the practice increase co-operation between the 

school and other community groups? 

Freedom to us® coiamunity resources helps to build a 

realistic program of public relations, 

fhere has been presented in this chapter a list of 

public relation practices which have been judged sound 

according to criteria used. 

Practices by agencies within the sphere of the school 

and of those without the school have been judged by the same 

criteria. Soundness of the practices has been judged on the 

basis of a democratic principlei Does the practice involve 

group participation? 

In the following chapter there will be an evaluation 

of the practices found in use in Latin-American areas in 

terns of these practices and a policy will be set forth for 

use* 



CHAPTER I ? 

SPECIAL APPLICATION OP PUBLIC RELATIONS POLICY 
IN LATIN-AMERICAN AREAS 

Purpose of the C h a p t e r 

The p u r p o s e of t h i s c h a p t e r i s t o measure o r e v a l u a t e 

t h e p r a c t i c e s o r methods b e i n g u s e d i f t s c h o o l s i n L a t i n -

American a r e a # t o i n t e r p r e t t h e i r s c h o o l s t o t h e i r ooaamini ty. 

Th i s e v a l u a t i o n i s t o be b a s e d on criteria a c c e p t e d i n C h a p t e r 

I I I , tfhieh a r e deemed e s s e n t i a l t o a sound pub l i e r e l a t i o n s -

program* 

I n t e r e s t i n p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s i s I n d i c a t e d - i n f a b l e If: 

TABLE k 

INCREASED INTEREST IN PUBLIC RELATIONS AS SHOWN BY 
ARTICLES LISTED, Off, THE SUBJECT.. IN SDUSATI0N 

INDEX FROM 19^2 TO INCLUSIVE 

Y e a r s A r t i c l e s Increase, Over 
1 9 4 2 - 1 9 W 

1 9 i | 2 - 1 9 M f . . . . . 250 » » • * 

19l|.5-1946. 27k 8$ 

19^7-19li0 2 96 10% 

T a b l e Ij, d i s c l o s e s mi i n c r e a s e i n t h e number of a r t i c l e s 

p u b l i s h e d i n the l e a d i n g e d u c a t i o n a l j o u r n a l s f r o m 19k? t o 

194^# i n c l u s i v e , on t h e s u b j e e t of public r e l a t i o n s . 

1|6 
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This does not apply directly to Latin-Am©rican areas* 

Nevertheless, these areas have public relations interests. 

Table $t which shows the inc rsased interest in public 

relations as shown by articles listed on th® subject in 

education indsx from 1930-1914-1, Indus iv#, is similar to 

1 
the one reported by Olsen: 

TABLE 5 

INCREASED INTEREST II PUBUC HEIATIONS AS SHOW By 
AHTIOEES LISTBP ON THE SUBJECT IN EDUCATION 

INDEX PROM 1930-1941,,INCLUSIVE 

Years Articles Increase Over 
1930-1933 

1930-1933 3? # # • m 

1934-1937 118 219$ 

1936-191+1....» I4O2 986^ 

This study was made during th® period of confusion, A 

need for realistic consideration in bringing home and school 

in closer contact was being realised. 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the public became aware 

of'"the friendship of the Latin Americans and began to realise 

that relationships with these people could mean more if a 

better understanding could be obtained. 

Since 19k2 the State Department of Education in Teams, 

with the active cooperation of the Office of Inter-American 

^Olsen, op. clt., p. 15« 
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Affairs and of the Inter-American Relations Division of the 

U. S. office of Education, has been making some effort to 

bring about a greater interest In neighboring republics, 

Workshops were set up, and a valuable bulletin was prepared 

for teachers to us®.2 This bulletin Los G aminos de Ami a tad 

was published in 191+6. It was the fourth bulletin Issued 

since th# Planning Gojamitte® met in 1914* to discuss th® needs 

of the schools and how to meet these needs, fhe bulletin 

points out that the original highway of trade and friendships 

later be earn© the artery of jealousy, lntoleran.ee, and war* 

How it has again become the artery of peaceful comae roe and 

of the social intercourse of a civilized people of two cultures, 

Latin American and Anglo American, who are working together 

to build a great Texas* 

With George l« Sanchez as Chairman for Texas, education 

©enters were set up in 1$%1 to help the Latin American and 

th® Anglo American come to a better understanding of their 

problems. On© such center was located at Corpus Christl. 

Her©, Spanish is taught as early as third grade level so that 

the children may grow to understand and appreciate the Latin-

American way of life. 

In lovesaber of 19k9 the civic organization held a meeting 

at the pueblo Modelo of Viani Columbia, Society and work were 

discussed. Representatives from the united States were there. 

%eet Latin America, op, clt., p. lj>. 
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An export in speaking Spanish acted as interpreter, Through 

th® co*-ope rat ion of Ospina and Sanchez an ideal city was 

built, the purpose of whieh was to take care of the problems 

of all workers and build a better society among the Latin 

Americans. This waa a follow-up study to the good neighbor 

policy,-* 

Does the school program provide for continued partielpa-

tion by the members of the community?-~When the community 

supports its school by allowing its resources to be used for 

instructional purposes, th© school program has provided for 

community member participation. Th© educational values 

achieved by students in community study and participation 

are Inherent in continued school-®otoaunlty co-operation. 

Ideas, attitude®, and skills essential for successful lining 

are developed through attempts to deal with eoaaualty problems 

eons timet ively. 

Community study and participation must be fully inte-

grated with inter-cultural and international movement of th# 

19^0's. Only in this and in no other way ©an the American 

school mate its fullest contribution to the winning of both 

war and peace 

Democratic education must provide in thii instability 

period for the development of abilities requisite to successful 

3pan American Onion, Pueblo Modelo, p. 22. 

^Olsen, op. clt., p. 22. 
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adjustmant • Schools mist operate according to the best 

methods. CQBsaunity resources should be used only when the 

kind of learning is provided which cannot be obtained in the 

school. 

" Any community activity should allow the student social 

value, educational value, and understanding. It should give 

the community an appreciation of the school* a aim and a 

feeling of belonging. In th® Latin-American areas this feeling 

is not felt so much by adult community members* Th® following 

outlin® indicates community activity benefits to students* 

Extending Curriculum through 
Us© of Local Resources 

Field frlpa 

Motivates school work Builds character 
provides coiamon experience 

for Anglo and Latin 
Develops courtesy, Develops opportu-
patienee# and nity for personal 
sportsmanship experience 

Work Experiences 

Living^together jLn_int£rrelated activities 

On farm projects On th© school ground In business-school 

exhibits 

Living Democracy 

Have fun together 

Social adjustments 

Guide emotions in wholesome atmosphere 

Working together for success or failure 

Personality growth in interrelationship 

Planning together 

All day class tripa 

Group projects 
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Tha U n i t e d Sta t#® Office of Education f o u n d i n 1936 t h a t 

th® " e x c u r s i o n * was t h e n b e i n g u s e d a s a n i n s t r u c t i o n a l t e c h -

n i q u e by aor© t h a n f o u r - f i f t h s of 8 , 8 0 0 s c h o o l s and s c h o o l 

system*, r e p r e s e n t i n g a b o u t t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e t o t a l p u b l i c 

e l e m e n t a r y and s e c o n d a r y school e n r o l l m e n t i n t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s . ** 

Such f i g u r e s I n d i c a t e t h a t 80 p e r c e n t o f t h e s c h o o l s ar@ u s i n g 

t h i s f o r ® of e d u c a t i o n a l t e c h n i q u e i n t e r p r e t i n g b e t t e r r e l a -

t i o n s be tween community and s c h o o l . E d u c a t i o n and p u b l i c 

r e l a t i o n s v a l u e s com® f r o ® e x c u r s i o n t r i p s , e x h i b i t i o n s , r a d i o 

b r o a d c a s t i n g , c h o r a l s i n g i n g , and many o t h e r t y p e s o f p rograms 

c a r r i e d on by s c h o o l c h i l d r e n * I n s u c h manner ©oimffiinlty 

r e s o u r c e s a r e c o r r e l a t e d with th© s c h o o l curr iculum».^4Ea. j c h a t 

e x t e n t s c h o o l s i n L a t i n - A i a e r i c a n a r e a s a r e j u a i n g t h e s e pro*» 

grams t o f u r t h e r p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s e f f o r t s i s - s h o w n i n Tab le 6 , 

TAB IE 6 

TECHNIQUES USED IN THE THIRTY ANGL0-
AND LATIN-AMSRICAN SCHOOLS STUDIED 

Technique Used t® a 1© P e r c e n t a g e 

E x c u r s i o n . 26 k 86*6 

exhibits 2k 6 79.0 

Radio b r o a d c a s t i n g . . . 15 15 5o.o 
Observance p r o g r a m s . . 

f 
28 2 93.0 

A h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f th® s c h o o l s us® t h e t e c h n i q u e s 

. Of what value the techniques are to t h e Latin-American 

% b i d . , p p . 1 5 - 1 6 . 
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£ t ude&£-~ d5EPtWMffie d « There la known to bo such 

Irregular attendance among the Latin-Aaerlcan children that 

their gain la not easily estimated through use of techniques* 

On* of the best sources to create better relationships 

1s the radio* American School of the Air, an official chan-

nel of dissemination of information to pupils and teacher*, 

now has over ̂ 77 ,000 classrooms*6 

Many networks and many local stations regularly broadcast 

programs of educational nature* Such programs are utilised 

in the study of the community by the students. Many schools 

are using local radio stations to acquaint their patrons with 

their school activities# Such school-sponsored programs pro-

vide valuable training for the students* 

The press and the radio, together with the motion picture 
s , . 

and the parents* interest In their children1s learning to 

speak and use the English language, constitute important 

factors influencing the progress of the public sohools and 

the promotion of better relations. 

The writer has mad# a survey of opinions regarding the 

Importance of the above-mentioned factors influencing the 

progress of the schools* The teachers1 opinions, with the 

exception of five, represent many Latin-American areas* 

These opinions were obtained through questionnaires sent to 

thirty superintendents, with 100 per cent replies* All the 

6Ibid,, p. 117* 
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other opinions were obtained by face-to-face contact. Five 

Latin-Araerican (mixed population) towns were visited for the 

puipoae of obtaining these opinions, fable 7 shows th© 

findings of this poll. 

TABLE ? 

OPINIONS RELATING TO THE FACTORS INFLUENCING 
THE PROGRESS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN 

LATH-AMERICAN AREAS 

Opinions 

Factors 
Anglo Americans Latin Americans 

Factors 
28 

Teachers 
24 

Parents 
21 

Students 
7 

Teachers 
57 

parents 
20 

Students 

No. i No, % No. ft No# i No, i Mo. i 

Radio., 6 21 5 28 6 42 1 14 20 35 5 25 

Press,* 16 5? i4 10 71 2 28 2l* 42 9 45 

Motion 
Picture 6 21 5 21 4 19 4 56 13 23 6 30 

The survey shows that all. groups reporting give the press 

credit as a bettor educational factor. The Latin-American 

teacher says the parent 1ms a high interest in his child 

learning English. The Latin-American parent and child say 

that this Is "not so,* The Latin American believes that the 

motion picture Is the most influential factor as an educational 

technique» 

Teacher and student opinions were obtained through ques-

tionnaires and parents' opinions through interviews. Thirty 
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schools are represented by teachers. Three schools are repre-

sented by the students. One hundred parents* opinions were 

obtained concerning last factor. 

Table 8 shows two orientations, the traditional and the 

modem school program, as given by Olsen.7 

TABUS 8 

TOO 0RIE8TATI0HS EXPRESSED BY EDWARD G* OLSEN 

Traditional program 
(Subj @ ct«C ente r ed Outlook) 

Modern'' Program 
(Lire-Centered Outlook) 

Utilize com- Lead" stu- , -f 
Geography ; , Geographic 

munity re- dents to 
Seien^ifle Science Seien^ifle Aspects, 

mwmm to study and 
Social Sociologi- processes 

enrich and Studies serve the cal , 
rela-

vitalize Literature community Literary ''; 
tlonshlps 

the teach- Home Eco- in its H®ja»~ • 
tlonshlps 

nomics mkl»g 
ing of con- varied ing of con-

©to* ' etc * 
ventional 

subjects 

such as 

This orientation is presented here for the purpose of 

collaring the present study with it. 

The viewpoints given in Table 9 show that moat of the 

schools are concerned with relating schools to life. 

7Ibld., p. 26. 
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TABLE 9 

RELATING SCHOOLS TO LIFE 
(Thirty Schools Studied) 
(Latin American Areas) 

Viewpoints 
Schools Adhering Schools Heglecting 

Viewpoints 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Availability of 
school plant and 
facilities to 
adults as well 
as children...,.. 23 73*3 1 3,3 

Utilisation of com-
munity resources. 24 80.0 0 00.0 

Gore curriculum 
built around 
needs and pro-
blems which 
affect individual= 
and group welfare. 20 66.6 k 13*3 

Student and teacher 
participation In 
community Improve-
ments •••*•••»•*•* 25 83.3 0 00.0 

School leads in co-
ordinating the 
educative efforts • 
of the community, 

J 
23 73.3 2 6.6 

These views war® obtained by sending questionnaires to 

superintendents. In some instances, questions were not answered, 

This does show, however, that some attempt is being made along 

the eossBunity education movement, as expressed by Olaen in 

Table 0. 

Pom the polios- recognise the principle of responsibility 

on the part of the public schools to direst the policy, and of 
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the home and community to expect the school to do so?*»*Proia 

the thirty schools in Latin-Aasrican areas to which th® 

writer sent questionnaires, the following reports were 

received* 

Ninety-six per cent of th® schools accepted the responsi-

bility for planning and coordinating the schools public rela-

tions program, 

Ninety per ©ent of the schools led in coordinating th® 

educative efforts of the conamralty. 

Only 70 per sent of th® citixens felt a sense of personal 

and individual responsibility for the success of the school 

program. $his number of schools is highly representative of 

lower Rio Grande Valley schools. The citizens' attitude 

clearly defines the fact that th® community does expect the 

school to take the lead in school relations programs. 

Of the thirty schools represented, 23 per cent reported 

evidence of a well-balanced program of public relations. The 

range and variety of the public relations activities were 

reported extensive by 10 per eent of the schools# moderate 

by 70 per cent, and limited by 3 per cent. Programs built 

on philosophy of publicity were acknowledged by 10 per cent, 

on co-operative enterprise by 70 per cent# 

All facts were reported to have been continuous in nature, 

Public relations efforts shown by these responses indicate, in 

most instances, need for improvement. 

Is the policy adapted to community level of understanding 
IWWNWMI.IL. # R IWWFIII MIIIIIIIII.I JWWIINIIKIIINIRIINN^IIIMNIIII <HL<;WII!»I IWMIMINNIIIMJJIPIIRMIFWIAI*WMM»NMW>.UIMII'IIJ>H N W M W ' K T WXMI.MIN.WWIHIHWWIH.NULUOHIWHH.WI..N.JITBTINI- mnmmvmt - TRR-NT'-"N-II--]RIFLRIR["-RIIR) ' -ITN • - " T N M I - R I I R N T I N R IIIIFFLR 

and intelligence?—Is there evidence that the school is a 
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vital factor In contributing to improved community living! 

Forty-three per cent of the schools represented in this study 

reported that th® school ia a vital factor in contributing to 

improved community living. Fifty per cent aaid there is some 

evidence of this fact, whereas the first group report abundance 

evidence* it seems as though there la not a complete under-

stending of th© relations program in the minds of all those 

ooncemed .in th© tat in-American areas. 

In "feeling1 out" th© community on the subjects of th© 

people working together to build a better community, and the 

desire to progress, the study determined that fewer than $0 

per cent were interested. i,aok of interest wan in all possi-

bility because of inability to understand the program# 

Jolly and Howard in each of their studies found that 

t there was too much non-attendance in Latin-American schools. 

Each writer pointed out that this fact was partly because of 

lack of understanding on the part of the community as to th* 

importance, of the school program. 
\ 

• Many of the adult Latin Americans do not speak Engllah. 

For tfhia reason# it is very diffioult to present a public 

relations program that is understood by all. Every school 

in the present study has provided an opportunity for the commu-

nity understanding. This fact shows a step toward progress^ 

The most important of the minority groups, problematically-

speaking, are the Mexican and the Spanish American. The family 

7Ibid., p. 28. 
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groups are nearly twice the size of Anglo-American groups 

on the average, and housing is substandard in 90 per cent 

8 

of cases, 

Where people of various cultures and races freely and 

genuinely associate, their tension and difficulties, prejudices 

and confusions, dissolve. Where they do not associate, where 

they are isolated from on© another, their prejudice and con-

flict grow lik© a disease. 

The public school is on© of th© more promising signs in 

democratic life today. Where parents help teachers and prin-

cipals in curriculum development, there is not lack of under-

standing. The curriculum development is sound and effective. 

This Improvement makes far better public relation®. 

The foundations of such public relations situation rests 

upon friendliness, a genuine respect by all concerned for th© 

opinions and viewpoints of others, and recognition of the fact 

that both parents and teachers are focusing upon a single goal. 

It is necessary to make use of any inter-cultural experiences 

the child may have to prepare him to make the goal, in accord 

with democratic ideals, th© Latin-American child must not be 

subjected to discrimination. Stress should be placed on like-

ness of Latin and Anglo-American ideals. 

Does th® program withhold essentia! information from the 

public? is it honest in intent?—Reports from 93 per cent of 

^Theodore Brameld, Minority Problems In the public 
Schools, p. 103, 
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the administrators in the Latin-American areas studied say 

that the community does respond to justifiable request# from 

the school. This response should indicate that the schools 

are honest in Intent to keep the public properly informed. 

Are the interests of the group considered on the level 

their intelligence?—Definitely* there are some groups who 

fall to understand the programs presented* Exhibits, festi-

vals, and education week activities mean little to at least 

20 per cent of the Latin Americans, as determined by the 

survey. Another 20 per cent gave no response concerning 

their interest. Forty to 60 per cent gave from considerable 

to marked interest in these techniques. 

Does the program provide for the needs of all groups of 

the community?—Lat in-American interest is improving with 

respect to public relations according to the opinions of 

80 per cent of administrators. This fact indicates that the 

needs of all groups are not taken care of satisfactorily. 

Action speaks for itself* Investigation of previous 

studies and of the present study show that at least $0 per 

cent of the Latin Americans have a feeling of inferiority. 

lA-feeling of inferiority is a reason for lack of participation* 

An interesting observation taken from Little*® study of 

the elementary schools of Texas wass 

Second grade enrollment was about one-half of the 
first grade enrollment. 

Fifth grade enrollment was about one-third of the 
first grade enrollment. 
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Eighth grade enrollment was sfoout one-sixth of 
the first grade enrollment.? 

This report included 78.1+ per cent of the total Spanish-

speaking scholastics, which is considered representative of 

the schools of Texas as a whole. An alarming decline is 

shown in enrollment from grade one to grade eight. 

Other interesting facts from Little's report aret 

Fifty-three per cent of the children enrolled 
' were between the ages of 6-17, 

Seventy-two per cent of the number enrolled 
were 6-12 years of age, 

Sixty-eight per cent of those 6-12 years of 
age were in the first three grades—52 per cent of 
the total. 

The attendance ranged from 63,8 to 75.2 per cent 
from grades one to eight. 

Ov@r~ageness for the grade a Latin-American child pur-

sues is definitely shewn to be one cause for irregular 

attendance, or even non-attendance, 

This report is comparable with the results shown in 

Table 10, in which an age-gwide-attendance distribution In 

the elementary school at Sebastian, ferns, for the year 

19^9-1950 is given. Age-grade-attendance is a term which 

might be applied to mean irregular attendance. 

?Littie, op. clt., p. 37• 

10ibid.» p. 65. 
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lABtM 10 

ACJE-GRAIS-ATTENDAHCB DISTRIBUTION OF 14 Til* 
AMERICA! CHILDREN II SEMSTIAI 

m m m T k m school 
V&<hW$0 

axw.de 

A®® " 
Begin* 1 2 3 if 5 5 7 8 • 

6# #«* # # # * « # * • • * • • • # * # 

7»• • • 26 26 # * * * •«r * * # * * # • 

8# • * • 19 19 21 3 • * • * * * » • • # 

9* *»* 10 * 12 32 16 3 * • * <* • # # * 

10*»•• 4 22 23 5 « * • * * * • * 

11* *»• 3 11 X$ u 1 # # • # * • 

12#••* * # 3 13 5 10 12 2 1 • • 

13 . « * » * • 2 5 9 5 7 3 1 • # 

llj. » • » • • »• »• 0 1 1 5 10 11 6 1 

15..»» * # * * * * # * 2 2 a If 1 

1̂ 5* * # » »• • * » * * • * 1 • + 2 2 1 

17 * # » » * * * #: 1 • * • * 1 • # # « # * 

Total..... 121 73 ill 72 1*2 32 26 34 3 

Per cent.» 22} Jj. lI|-7 22.5 3ii-6 8.5 6.7 $.2 2.8 #6 

Attendance 
mo. &v*. Sk% 61^ 53^ m 6 # 5 W 6 ^ lW» 

Total 373 118 

Attendance 
mo* av* 6< 3$ 72jf 
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fable 10 shows that about 75 per sent enrolled in the 

first three grades, with 60 per cent average monthly attend-

ance. fh© eighth grade has a very small enrollment, but the 

average dally attendance is pij. per sent. Such a report la 

similar to most of the studies the writer has investigated, 

^A._ahlldVa life in school is to a great extent an indica-

tion of the way he is feeling about and adjusting to his 

total living experience* Schools cannot change the past, 

but they can provide a better opportunity for the future 

development of the ohild. 

There are many community programs which draw heavily 

upon the child* Children are ready and willing to contribute 

their'''effort# Civic activities such as ©leaner street, eaia-

paigns, clothing drives, led Gross, and other agencies 'may b® 

profitably engaged in by pupils, 

I»atln JUaerleans are willing to help when they are shown 

that there is a need for their services. Children in school 

must be taken on from where on® finds them if they ire to 

become helpful oitisens* 

Of the Mexican war wo risers who contributed ten million 

man days of agricultural labor In 19ijlj-, the Division of Labor 

and Social information speaks as followsi "These workers 

showed admirable spirit of co-operation and generally conducted 

themselves in a way that is a credit to their peopl®,**^ 

•^Pan American Union, Mexican War Workers in the United 
States, p, lj.0. 
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Summary 

Interest in the subject of public relations is steadily 

increasing as shown by articles reported in the Reader's 

Guide and by the efforts of the various organisations to 

bring about better understanding with the Latin American, 

If th© school program is to provide for continued par-

ticipation by th© members of the community* it wast give t© 

th© mwmmitj an appreciation of the school* s aim and a feel-

ing of belonging* 

fhe use of local resources should be properly guided in 

extending the curriculum# Techniques which are being used to 

further school progress have not yet been truly evaluated* 

The press is given greater value than other factors in 

influencing the progress of the schools in Latin-American 

areas' as determined by a survey of opinions# 

Responsibility for success of a relations policy is 

placed on th® school by the community# It is the school*s 

business to adjust the policy to the level of understanding 

of the community, to inform the community, and to provide for 

the needs of all groups of the community#. 

As applied to the Latin-American areas,'the curriculum 

demands' much attention. There should be adjustment in the 

curriculum to meet the needs of the Latin-Am©rican students# 

That policy which develops in the community a feeling of 

belonging and an appreciation of the school*® 'aim should be 

satisfying for use in Latin-American areas. 



CHAPTER ¥ 

I 

Conclusion* 

After making this study regarding the best educational 

policy to use in interpreting th® s@hool*s pattern of learning 

to the corffimmity in Latin-American areas, th® following con-

clusions have been reached: 

1. Too little attention is being given to th© n@«ds of 

the Latin-Axaerican children. 

2. Low economic status and language handicap cause 

feeling of inferiority. 

3. Poor attendance and withdrawals might b® attributed 

to indifference on th© part of th® Latin-American parent 

toward his child's learning and using the English language * 

4. flier© is some evidence of Improvement in Latin-

American attitudes toward education# 

5. Successful public relations involve continuous effort. 

6. Educational techniques such as exhibits, excursions# 

and observances often contribute to general public welfare 

and to better community understanding. 

7# Schools, in geneml, neglect to present an apprecia-

tion of the Latin-Am®rican way of life. 

8# Studies point out that problems vary aa community 

interests vary* 

6I» 
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9. To promote a successful public relations program, 

it is first necessary to define the need for the objective* 

10. Determining the needs of the Latin-American population 

in the Lower Hio Grande valley is a perplexing problem. 

11# Failure to solve Latin-Aiaer 1 can problems is probably 

due to the Indifference and the antagonism of the Latin 

Americans. 

12# The responsibility of a public relations program 

should belong to'the school. A public relations program 

should reduce the indifference and antagonism. 

13. An interpretation policy includes both social and 

psychological aspects of public relations. 

ll|.. Until the economic status is improved and sanitary 

facilities are extended, it will not be possible to bring 

about an entirely satisfactory improvement in health condi-

tions among Latin Americans* These conditions complicate a 

public relations program. 

Recommendations 

The following recornmendat ions for interpreting the school 

to the community in Lstin-American areas are offered; 

1. There should be developed among the Anglo Americans 

a genuine understanding of Spanish-speaking people, their 

ideals, and achievements by teaching them Spanish. 

2. The Latin-American child should be helped to indent ify 

his own purposes in order that he may be able to co-operate 

with others. 
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3* Community resources should be discovered and oo-opera-

tion from the parents should be secured# 

The Latin-American parent should b© assured that 

community resources are part of the education of his child, 

$m fh® minority group should be helped to develop a 

feeling of social security. 

6. Latin-American adult education should deal with 

problems of prejudice# letting children carry the responsi-

bility. 

7» Continuous sharing by encouraging intergroup committees 

should be assured# 

8. All external agencies to support intergroup education 

should be encouraged, 

9m A curriculum that will teach Latin-American children 

how to live should be developed* 

10, Mo club in school which discriminates because of race 

or economic status should be permitted. 

11, Teacher® and pupils should develop a philosophy and 

a set of guiding principles in inter-group education, 

12, Every school should work out a achool-community plan 

to solve its own special problems sine© community resources 

differ in different localities. 

13• Inter-group recreational activities in an effort to 

diminish inferiority feelings should b© encouraged* 

lij.. Arrangements for visiting Latin-Americans to appear 

on assembly programs should be mad#. 



6? 

15. personal contacts between teachers and Latin-American 

parents should b® mad© to aid in inter-group understanding* 

16. Further studies of fundamental causes for non-afctend-

ance should be conducted# 

17. Speaking contests on "What Inter-American Co-operation 

Means"to My Country" should develop a feeling of "belonging." 

B@caus® the problem of dot ©mining the best educational 

policy to use in Interpreting the school to the aoamnity in 

Latin-American areas is complex, and because of the ©xtrerae 

need for Interpretation, it Is recommended that further studies 

be mad® to d@T@lop satisfactory solutions. 
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