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Dutics of a Congressman

- ERTENSION OF REMARKS
oF .

HON. BARRATT O'HHARA
. . OF ILIA130I08
IN THE HOUBR OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, Jonugry 14, 1563

My, O'HARA of Ninois. Mr, Spesker,
I am extending my remayks (o include
an srticle by my fviend snd colleague, the
Honerakle Erwsre R, Praw=caw, on the
“Dutles of 8 Congressman”- This cluci-
detive mresentation of congressional du-
ties, which I know will be of interesi fo

.8ll my ¢olleagues, was prepared by Con.
gressman Finxecan for the January
meeling of the Chicago alumni chopber
of the FPhi Alpha Delts legel fratevndty
‘of which my son and namesake served ag
justice. The griiele follows:

DuTiss oF & CONGRISEMAN

The composibion, powera, mnd dQutles of
the Congress a8 o wWhole, snd of the respecs
tive Housen of Conpgrese, are deflned in ar.
ticle I of the Constitution of the Unilted
Biates, . ’

ihe duties of the lndividusl Member are
not po defined: but he besrs the following
responsibllities of ofice: -

L. Te represent tho Interests of the con-
atltuents of the distrlct which glected him.

2, To study the many and varied lssues
confronting the Watlon as & whole.

3, T'0 sttend repulsrly the mectings and
hearings of {he committees to which he may
be asslgned. :

4. To vote consclentiously in the hest in-
fereats of {he people of his disiries snd of
the eountry.

To carry out these respongibilities the 435
Mermbers of the Houss of Hapresentatives and
the 100 Members of the Benata are constanthy
busy throughout 8 leglsiative session.

A Congresaman's mall i heawy with thou-
sands of leiters from constituents and ofhers
Interceted in pariiculer lsglalailon, n peek-
ing specific Information shouk matters relat-
Ing to various execubivo sgencles of the
Government, In obtelaing GOTErnmons: em-
ployment, or the advice and assietance of
various welfare sgencies of the Governrnent,
Eeeping curvent with his heavy correspond-
ence by prompt reaponss to the menifold

*inguiries ta In liself & lerge {ask for every
- Biemniyer. .

In pddition, thovsands of biily are lutvo=
diced of ssch session of the Congress. It
s ¢ physical stapoanibfiity for each membor
o oW the contents of every ong of these
bl

Eech Membor, nowever, through his serv-
ice on one or mors of the standing commilé-
tees {Thess ave permpanand ey disingulshed
frora npselal comuaiiioss) isads 0 develop
Into & ppegiallst o the prvtioulsr fleld of
agiteuliuvy or indusixy, or faxstion, eic.,
Geppading Uieh his partisular talshid end
fntoresie epd the eharpoter of the distrlet he
crepregents, ot lnetsnds, & -Conguosumem

from o district whaose prineipal Industry in
shipplng may seck membership on & conl-
mittee dealing with rivers end herbors or the

© merchent marine; snother, from s farming

distrlct, makes agricultural legisiation his
principal interest; stlll another from »
,heavily industrial section speclalizes in labor
Ylegislation or interstate COmmerce, and so
forth.

This does not mean he ignores or remains
uninformed on other tmportant natters, but
that he devotes himself malnly to these top-
leg of principal Duterest to his éisirict. At
the serae time, however, he muat study the
most linportant messures In ether fAelde in
order to be preparved to vote Intelligentiy
upon- proposed: laws of national slgnificance.

In puch-matters I may freguently occur
that & member teles o position contrary to
the oplnion of o subepantial segment of
voiers In his own district; in which case s
coneclentious Member may risk his own re-
eleciion by putting the wellore of the coun-
try ae & whole above (he harrower interest in
his own locelity., In netional affairs, the
Membere are also influenced by other con-
glderations, such na:

1. The recormmendations of the commitiee
entrusted with the study and golution of g
particular problea,

4. Tha pesition and policy of the political
pariy of which he 1» & member and on whase
platiorim he stood for reelection.

As U.B. Represenbative from the Ninth
District of Filinols ¥ represent you and some
428,000 cthor citizens who live on $he north-
gide of Chileago within the boundaries of the
Ninth Congressionel DMstrict. I wes first
electod to Congress in 1060 and siand for re-
elsotion every 2 yesrs ws must every Membar
ol iths Fouss of Repressniativen, Senntors
61t the other hand ere elected for 6-year
terma.

This meens besides my regular duties ss
& Member of Congress, T am involved in o
cempalgn every 2 yenrs which consumes a
great deal of thae, effort, and money on my
part and on the part of my friends and
supporiers.
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