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Introduction

The digital environment has now introduced new re-
source types, new partners, and new user expecta-
tions into the current information landscape. Given
the proliferation of scholarly digital contents, research-
ers increasingly need ways to facilitate their research
while at the same time promoting scholarly communi-
cation within and beyond their own domains. The Uni-
versity of North Texas (UNT) Libraries are working to
identify, collect, organize, and manage digital resourc-
es in various disciplines.
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What's Inside this Collection.

About This Collection

The Environmental Policy Collection contains a variety of open
ss rescurces that provide a balanced view on
environmental issues and their potential conseguences. The
current focus of the collection is climate change, and the
documents come from such agencies and individuals as:

¢ United States Climate Change Science Program

e National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
¢ International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme

¢ Climate Change and Agriculture and Food Security
e Earth System Science Partnership

¢ |Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

e United Nations Environment Programme

e '‘World Meteorclogical Organization

e University of North Texas (UNT) graduate students

About This Project

The UNT Libraries are working to identify, collect, organize, and
manage digital resources relevant te environmental pelicy. For
this endeavor, the Libraries will provide digital infrastructure
and stewardship to ensure perpetual access to the resources
collected. We are actively seeking content partners. To learn
more about how you can participate in the Environmental Policy
Collection project, contact Daniel Alemneh

daniel.alemneh@unt.edu.

Browse the holdings of this cellection

Figure 1. The Environmental Policy Collection Page
http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/ESDC/
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UNT Environmental Policy Collection

In 2008, the University of North Texas Libraries began
moving towards the development of an environmental
policy digital library collection. The goal of the project
was to identify, collect, organize, and manage digital re-
sources relevant to environmental policy in order to pro-
vide access and enhanced services to a curated collec-
tion of content.
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Figure 2. The Environmental Policy Collection Sample Page
http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/ESDC/

In addition to repurposed items from existing digital col-
lections, materials added to the collection were harvest-
ed from the websites of U.S. federal agencies, state gov-
ernments, foreign governments, and international
non-government organizations and research bodies.
Most of the materials were under a creative commons li-
cense or in the public domain. Providing access in such
ways will have important implications not just for future
researchers in climate change per se, but for stakehold-
ers engaged in collaborative collection development ef-
forts.

Mark Edward Phillips

University of North Texas - Digital Libraries Divison
Mark.Phillips@unt.edu

UNIVERSITY OF NORIH TEXAS

UNT DIGITAL LIBRARY

About this Collection Explore this Collection Explore all Collections

Statistics for Environmental Policy Collection

Item Usage More Data

69,181 Total Uses / 691 Total ltems (46,204 files) / 690 Visible / 1 Hidden

Total

Figure 3. Usage Statistics for Environmental Policy Collection
http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/ESDC/stats

Summary

As research and scientific inquiry depend on both the
availability of heterogeneous resources and their
openness to easy and continued access, enabling
knowledge creation and facilitating access to infor-
mation resources become critical. To deliver a rich
user experience and maintain the consistency of
search results and high recall of available resources, it
IS critical to ensure the quality of the keywords and
taxonomies used to describe heterogeneous digital
resources within digital libraries. Based on the UNT
Libraries’” experience in integrating heterogeneous
digital resources from diverse sources, the authors
speculate that letting subject specialists and liaison li-
brarians curate digital collections in their own fields
could lead to even more useful digital collections, as
well as better integration of goals and values be-
tween various stakeholders. By doing so, we can facil-
itate repurposing of existing digital resources and
smoothing interdisciplinary communication.



