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On Friday, September 21, 2012, Dr. Jennifer Way’s graduate art history seminar on 20th-21st c 

art attended “Social Media and Digital Communities: A Roundtable Discussion,” a session 

featured at the Digital Frontiers 2012 conference sponsored by the UNT Libraries. The 

roundtable speakers and titles of their presentations included Jennie Fleming, “Examining 

Flickr’s The Commons: What does creative interaction with digital image archives mean for 

users and institutions?,” Robert Emery, “Telling Stories of The Dallas Way: Finding LGBT 

History and Creating Community Using Social Media,” Heidi J. Wachter , 

“RevolutionaryAct.com and ExperienceLife.com,” and Mariette Papić, “Digital Rights, Media 

and Practice: The Right to Bear Arms in The Information Age.” Spencer Keralis, UNT Libraries’ 
Director for Digital Scholarship, moderated the roundtable. 

 
Students in Way’s seminar are studying how recent scholarship on belonging illuminates 

contemporary and historical art and art history. They are considering how art and culture foster 

belonging to a place as well as a nation, and the ways that places index belonging, inclusion and 

exclusion. A primary concern is the way the creation and use of works of art participate in 

facilitating someone or something belonging or not. There are also questions of what counts as a 

belonging and how this relates to someone belonging to someone, thing or a place. Ways of 

facilitating belonging include civilize, salvage, domesticate, diplomacy, accommodate, 

remember. Examples of forms of belonging include autochthony, citizenship, memory and 

heritage. Ways of not belonging encompass but are not limited to outsiderness, alienation, 

dislocation, refugee, and homelessness. 

 
Way charged her students with writing a short paper to explore connections between the roundtable 

and their seminar studies. What follows is a short paper by graduate student, Madeleine Fitzgerald. 



 

Madeleine Fitzgerald 

 

The “Social Media and Digital Communities” roundtable discussion relates to our seminar’s theme 

of belonging present in art. One of the main issues of the conference was how to connect people to 

the roundtable participant’s group/ project/ message by using technology, which can often alienate 

and disconnect it’s users to the “humanity” or human connection of the purpose. However, it can 

also create a space for belonging for a community of people with similar interests, values or 

passions. I especially found a correlation between Robert Emery’s organization, the Dallas Way: A 

GLBT History Project, and this week’s reading “Borders (and Boarders) of Art: Notes from a 

Foreign Land” by Frederick N. Bohrer. Not only does Emery, a board member of the organization, 

want to limit the place where the stories originate to specifically Dallas. Also, he is knowingly 

creating a border between the other GLBT communities of Fort Worth, Denton, Waco and the rest 

of North Texas. The gay communities in this area can be considered a ‘cultural identity’ that its 

members strongly identify with. “While cultural identity is vastly more complicated to measure, it 

too [along with belonging] can be manifest through comparison at a distance,” Bohrer argues (28). 

The Dallas Way organization is in existence because they believe the GLBT community is 

disconnected from the past, a history that all North Texas gay community members share. By 

constructing a border to limit the organization’s members to strictly Dallas, it is further limiting the 

construction of a well-rounded and extensive understanding of its history.  

 I find that the goals of Tania Bruguera’s Immigrant Movement International project can be 

compared and contrasted with Heidi Wachter and Mariette Papić’s presentations. Although the two 

women presented projects that have little in common in terms of subject matter, the driving goals 

of all three social projects have many similarities in what they hope to accomplish. Heidi Wachter 

(presentation: “Being Healthy is a Revolutionary Act”) and Mariette Papić (presentation: “Digital 

Rights, Media and Practice”) are both committed to bringing together people with similar desires 

and enhancing their bonds. Wachter and Bruguera are equally dedicated to social change. Bruguera 

is focused on the socio-political movement involving immigrants and topics of immigration within 

specific cities around the world. (“Immigrant Movement International”, web) Although Wachter 

does not have an office or place to share with her customers, subscribers to her blog and app can 

find information about healthy and sustainable changes that can impact their lives, neighborhood, 

etc.  Papić focused on the digital rights of the Occupy Wall Street protests and the ability 

technology has to spread and create information. She emphasized that the role of the non-protestor 

(those observing but not actively participating in the Occupy Wall Street movement) were equally 

significant to the movement because their photographs and observations were uploaded online, 

which spread the groups reach even further. The Immigrant Movement project engages all 

members of the local community, even those who may not necessarily define themselves as 

immigrants, to further explore what it means to be an immigrant in the contemporary world. 
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