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CHAPIER I
INTRODUCTION

Digtributions of Boclsl Stetus

The place an individual holds within the socisl hierarchy
of scceptance or rejection hes been & subject of resesrch,
Many investigstors heve reported personality trends within
various socizl choice groups such as the highly accepted or
socially successful individusl as compared to the one who is
not eccepted, It is generslly reported thet those of higher
gtatus have more "opportunity for setisfying their psycho-
logicel needs at the expense of his social relabiona¢“l

Thet is to say thaﬁ goeial and pergsonsl sdjJustment are
not necesgsarily identicel snd en individusl may be adjusted
in one snd meledjusted in the other, Nevartnel@sal in studies
of the upper fourths of socciometric distributions as compared
with those in the lowest fourths there are indications of group
differences in the way of "personal-socisl assets.”"® The deta
obtained may be more applicable when spesking of groups than

of individusls due to the soeial=-personal varisble previously

1 | |
-“Normen E. Gronlund, Sociometry in the Clsssroom (New
York, 1951), pp. 176-177. Az '

)3&arl E, Bonney, Mentsl Heslth in Bducation (Boston,
1260 s Do 267, ’
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mentioned, Hawevar; to know that sn individual renks first

or lest in the number of cholces received lends information
thet ig helpful in understanding his situstion. ZXKnowing the
aocinl stetus of an individusl helps to answer the question
thet is frequently asked in staffimgs; "how do hig peers feel
about him;" or "how 1s he accepted in this group?”

The middle graup; or thoge that fell within the averege
renge of acceptence or choices rac@ived; hag also been gtudied
in relstion to the high and low groups. This one hes usually
been thought of es a group that has a very ressonable oppor=
tunity to be soecislly sdjusted.

48 long as one is able to know how mueh importance to
place upon the degree of gocial aeaeptamcﬁ; it may be said
that it is helpful to know the socisl hierarchy when anslyzing
either & group or en individuel, The question then srises as
to whether or not additionsl informetion csn be contributed
to the understanding of the significance of individuasl cholice
status.

Recently Allan Kelth~Lucas of Chapel Hill; North
Carolina saild in a meeting st Buckner Beptist Childrens!' ﬁhma;
"he c¢hild who is neither loved nor hated gets in the most
trouble,” In explaining further; he gaid indifference is
very confuging to the child and "The state of smbivalence is
the most psrealyzing thing I know.” In some weys these state-
ments are reiataa to & possible fourth socisl gtatus group:

the inconsistents. These are the ones who receive ssveral
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choiceg on one oriterion and few on another, They asre un-
certain as to where they stand and are not able to depend on
a consistent socisl smcceptance., Thisg is a group that has
been investigeted by researchers littla; it any.

This discussion as to the genersl thoughts concerning
the distributions of social status will serve ss a backdrop

for this study.

Related Research

Studies hsave been conducted on the high, low, and middle
gociometric stetus groups ag determined by the number of
choices received. By using self-report tachniques; Pro-
jective tsenniques; problem check lists; and observetional
data; investigetors have contributed information concerning
the relationship between sociometric status and personslity
traits, ﬁyn&mies; problems and warrias; and personal
ad justment,

Cne of the earliest studies of personality traits of
socially strong esnd gcclally weak children was made by Bonney
uging eighty fourth-grade students as subjae%s.s It was found
that the soeislly strong child was charscterized by positive
socisl agpressiveness and friendliness. He wes described ?3
being eﬂthuaiestic; éaring; and telkative as well as happy,

friendly, and welcomed.

SMerl ., Bonney, "Personslity Treits of Socially Success-
ful and Socislly Unsuccessful Children,” Journsl of Edu~
cationel Psychology, XXXIV (1943), 449-472,
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Reported in Psychologicel Abstracts is a Swedish study

by Blerstedt, using a Swedish version of the R. B. Cettell's
Junior Personality wuiz with elementary children ss subjects,?
It was found thet there was & difference between the "High~
stetus” and "low-gtetus” groups. The "high-ststus” subjects
scored high on “will~eanﬁral; soaimﬁmarala; and intelligence”
while the "10W~atatu3” subjects scored high on "nervous
tenaian, nemratia, end fearful emotionslity.”

Using sixty-two student nurses as subjects, Allison and
Hunt found thet there was more aggressive expraasian in the
"low socisl desirability” subjects ss compared with those of
"high social desirsbility.”® Three studies with adults as
subjects were conducted by Izard =zs he correlated personality
characteristics of 1;060 navy casdets snd thelr "soclometriec
stetus.”® It wes concluded that the evidence gave support to
the "frequently mede but infrequently tested sssumption that
soclometric messures reflect mesningful personslity varisbles.”

The differences in the way high; low, end middle socio=~

metric status groups rescted to frustration wes noted by

4hxe Blerstedt, "Konadifferenser och 'atetus'--differenger

pa JPY: En Hotis,"” zﬁax end Steatus Differences in the JPR: A

Hote), ?@aa%ogisk Forgkning: Nordisk Tidssgkrift For Peda~-
ogikk, ’ BE 4 .

S7oel Allison end D. E. Hunt, "Socisl Desirebility and
the Expression of igeression Under Varying Conditions of
Frustretion,” Journal of Consulting Psychology, XXIII
{December, 1959), bH28-552,

6Gerrall Izerd, “Pwrsaaalitg Correlates of Socliometric
Stetus,” Journsl of Applied Psye ology, XLIII (April, 1959),
8Y9-95,
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coens.7 In znalyzing the results of the Rosemmwelg Plcturee

Prustration~Test obtained from 145 children of the fourth and

fifth grades 1t was found that children with high status were
better eble to withstand frustrating situations then those of
low status, However, the children in the intermedlate status
seemed to resct in the most desirable way from a2 "mental
hyglene point of view," |

-Gronlund devoted several pages of his book, Sociometry in
the Clessroom, to the results of the studles on soclal status,
uging self-report questionnaires and projective techniques.
In summarizing the studies that utilized the self-report teche
niques, Gronlund concluded that where complete groups were used,
"there tends to be a low positive relationship between socio-
metric status scores and the various measures of personal ad-
justment.” It is interesting to note that by using extreme
gsoclometric status groups, the investigators reported that
pupils with low soclometric status "have consistently lower
adjustment scores than pupils with high sociometric status,"
Also it was noted that: |

Pupils in the low status group tend to feel

insecure, disgcriminated against, inadequate

physically and socially, and show signs of

emotional instability. They also compare

themselves unfavorably with others and show

concern with lack of soclal skills, In con-
trast, the responses of high status pupils

7Margery Coons, "Rocenzwelig Differences in Reaction to
Frustration in Children of High, Low, and Middle Sociometiric

Status," Group Psychothersvy, X (1957), 60-63,



generally reflect feelings of security, self-

econfidence, snd other evidences of good personsl

ad justment, '

Similer to the findings obtained with self-report tech~
nigques sre the results of compering sociometric stetus with
projective techniques results, In summerizing these studies
Gronlund observed that the severity of problems distinguished
the subjects of the low status group from the high group,
However, 1t hes been found that slthough those with low status
showed tendencies towsrd greater anxiety and deviate patterns
of edjustment, some of the students with high ststus slso re~
flected neurotic tendencies, In other wards; high sociometrie
status csnnot be equeted with good personsl adjustment in in-
dividuel cases. This would remind those who might intend to
understand the individusl fully with sociometric results =zlone
that these results cen be used "to locste those pupils who are
most likely to have personal problems of adjustment,” but is |
not primerily a personality test,

The only study that wes located that lends data to the
study of the inconsistent stetus subject is an unpublished
thesis by Ewing Gaalay.g Using a reviged version of e problem

check list, it wes observed thaet there wes an impliecstion

garanlunﬁ, op. cit., Preface.

gﬁwing Cooley, "The Reletionship of Individual Choice
Stetus to Severity of Personsl Problems,"”- unpublished
Master's thesils, Depsrtment of Psychology, Horth Texes
State University, Denton, Texss, 1958, p. 21.
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"thet those with settled stetus have fewer possible problems
then do those whoaze status fluctustes from one criteria to
the next.”
Hany studies hesve not been mentioned because they sare
not unususlly different from the onesg c¢ited, The ones that
were selected for mention were representetive of other

studies and were not necesserily superior as to findings.

Purpose of the Study

As mentioned previously, research has been plentecus on
the subject of personslity snd social status by comparing the
high: mi&dle; and low groups. When it comes to the guestion
of what can be seid about the group that veries in scceptance
according to the eriterion being uae&; the incongsistents, the
investigetors are virtually silent,

Since there has been an sbundance of ressarch con~-
cerning high and low socisl stetus and little on inconsistents,
the present study intends to shed some understending of this
group by comparing their feelings and sttitudes to the highs
and lows. Four principal eress are emphesized: femily re-
latianahipg; attitude toward gex; interpersonal reletionsghips
and self canespt; with sub-arees lending added dats,

Because of the exploratory nsture of this investigation,
hypotheses are difficult to establish, It 1s generally expected,
hewever; that the inconsistents will demonstrate s group trend

that will contrast with the other two groups, particulaerly



8

the highs, in maladjustment as expressed in negativism. This
comprehensive hypothesis serves as a crux for this study with
the possibility of finding other informative relationships
from the test data.




CHAPTER II
METHOD

Subjects

The data used in this stu y were obtained from sixty-six
adolescents at Buckner Baptist Childrens' Home in Dallas,
Texas., These subjects fell within the extreme boundaries as
to high, low, and inconslstent soclometric status and were
from a population of 206 adolescents, 122 being girls and 64
being boys. Of the sixty~-six used in this study there were
thirty-two boys and thirty-four girls. The sexes were as
nearly balanced as possible in each soclometric status grouy,
Table I further describes the subjects as to their average stay
at Buckner, and their average age, aéx distribution, and par-
ental situation,

Buckner Baptist Childrens' Home is a child-care institu-
tion consisting of large group care, primarily of dependent
and neglected children. The total number of children on cam-
pﬁa, ranging from the elementary sge child to the high school
graduate, varles between 500 and»SAO. The soclal structure of
the institutlion, while allowing freedom in respect to large
groups being assigned to one adult on the dormitory floors,
is rigld with rules to which one must conform. The elementary
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school and church are located on campus and the high school

students go to Samuels High School.

The majority of the

children are from the lower socio-economic level of the popu-

lation of Texas.

TABLE T

DATA CONCERNING SUBJECIS

R

o RN
o

- — saime ﬁ"u e—————————

Ave, 3Stay : Ave,T% Parental

Group at Buckner |T0%al | age” [fotal |Foe| Gituation
High Boys 5 yrs 6 mos 16-2 11 | 1 Orphan
S 1 15-6 7 %-Orph,

High Girls 4 yrs 8 mos 15«4 12 | 15 Broken
Homes

Low Boys 6 yrs T mos| 15-3 10 | 3 Orphans
?"’8 ‘6"2 8 %‘wOI’Qh.

Low Girls 8 yrs 8 mos 17-0 12 | 11 Broken
Homes

Inconsistent 3 Orphans
Boys 6 yrs 10 mo 14-6 11 L %* rph.

I X . 5=9 15«2 14 Bgokan
neonsisten omes

Girls 4 yrs 8 mos 15«10 10
7 Orphans
Group Totals 6-2 15=7 66 | 19 %-Orph,

40 Broken

Homes

It must be pointed out that one should be cautious in

generalizing the results found in this study to other populaw~

tions,

The subjects of this study are unique in that the



11
majority have experienced separation pains due to either death
of parent and/or parents, desertion, neglect, or divorce of
parents. The fact of thelr institutionalization not only
marks the severlity of the consequences of this separation,
but in many cases points to inadequate parents who are incap-
able of teking responsibility. Not to be overlooked is the
average length of stay within ai institution which must in
some ways contribute to the development of the personalities
of the subjects.

In order to be placed in the inconslstent status group,
an individual had to be high on the roommate criterion and low
on the project criterion or vice versa, It seems that the
roommate choices would be on a much more personal basis than
the project cholces with the project choices belng more of a
soclal nature. In this study, of the twenty-one inconsistents
(ten girls and eleven boys) twelve were high on roommate
cholces and low on project cholces, while nine were high on
project cholces and low on roommate choices. Actually, two
kinds of lnconsistents could be compared by comparing those
who are highly chosen on personal criteria with those who are
chosen highly on social criteria., The scope of this study
however, 1s to compare the inconsistents as a group, keeping
in mind that further study would probably revealzg'larger de-

A
gree of maladjustment among those who are not accepted per-

sonally;;7
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Measure of Soclometric Status

All 206 of the children tested soclometrically were given
an unlimited number of choices situation but had {to choose from
those that lived on thelr floor in the dormitory. These
children were residents of five dormitories and no opportunity
was glven for heterosexual choosing. It is assumed that some
of the lower status children would have recelved more choioces
had there been allowed unrestricted choosing., Two criteria
were used as stlmull to choosings (1) Of those on your floor,
which would you rather have for roommates?; and, (2) Of those
on your floor, which would you rather work with on a school
project? The high status group are those thet received the

most cholces on both criteria while the low stastus group are

those that received the fewest choices on both criteria. The
inconsistent status group was determined by the rank differw
ence between the cholces recelved on both criteria, That is
to say that this group recelved several choices on one criter-
lon and few on the other., An individual was included in the
inconsistent group when the rank difference between criteria
wag ten or more,

The process of administering and recording was guided by
the Bonney-Fessenden Sociograph materials and manual. It was
explained that the caseworkers were interested in knowing who
thelr friends were and that they could help us know who they

preferred as roommates and schoolumates,
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Sentence Completion Test
After the selection of individuals for the ineanaisﬁant;
high; and low groups on the besls of sociometrice ﬁatm; 8
sentence completion test wes sdministered, (S5ee Appendix
for s sample copy.) Consisting of seventy 1tama; the test

was designed after Sachs Sentence Gcmpl@tien.Taﬂt.lG An

effort wes made to revise the test so that it would spply
more specificslly to the children who were at the ingtitution,
Stimull were added thet referred to work aupervisora; group
parents, and the Home in genersl. A few of the originsl
gsentence stems were eliminsted becsuse of thelr threstening
nature to aﬁalageenta; most of these being in the area 0f sex.
Four genersl areas are tapped by the sentence stimull
with each ares having sub-areas (see bLppendix for a sample
copy). These sress sre those thet are suggested by Sachs ag
being indispenseble sg eress that sre intimste snd revesling.
The sentence eompletlon test was designed as a projective
test of the personality but is not nearly so ambiguous ag the

Rorachsch or Thematic Apperception Test. Yet, it is not es

quantifisble ss & self-report technique such ss the Minnesgots

Counseling Inventory. Its structured, yet ungtructured nsture,

geemed to offer research possibilitles with these sociometrie

groups. As suggested by Lindgren, the sentence completion

lo&os@pﬁ Sazcks end Sidney Levy, "The Sentence Completion
Test," Projective Pgychology, ILIII (1951), 357-402.
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test serves s useful purpose ss & research tool.ll The
results are snelyzed more in an attitudinel sense than in
a projective sense sg far sg uncovering their unconscious
feelings and aynamieg; with the accent on pogitive and

negotive valuss,

Evsluation

As the sentence completion tests were completed for the
various gro&ps; the individusl stetements were recorded on a
grouped series of responses 10 one question., TFach of the
groups were orgsnized so that they fit into their genersl ares
cetegory in order to facilitste group anelysis rather than in-
dividual enalysis of the regults., It is granted that sone
interpretetion is missed by grouping the results and by not
effording the subjects en interview concerning their r@spanaﬁa;
but the purpose of using the sentence completion method was
for the compsrigon of group trends in n@g&tivism; usging a
seml-atructured technigque,

An effort to quentify the dets o8 nuch ag possible was
made s0 there would bLe nore clarity in pr@sﬁﬁﬁing conperisons.
such elements ss the aumber of omissions, the aversge number
of wordg us@ﬁ; the percentege of positive and negetive state-~
ments, and the neture of the stetements lend themselves to

guentificertion.

ll%@;ry Ce Lindeoren, © aa Use of a Sentence Completion -
Tept in Weesuring sttitudinel Changes imong College Ireshman, ™

Journel of Soeisl Fgycholosy, XIV (1954), 79-92.

|
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Some of the judgments were made by agreement by three
people, two holding the Master of Science Degree.'? Other
judgments were made by referring to Abt and Bellask's book,
Projective Paze&g;ggz.’3 Tables were constructed to illus~
trate in the best way possible the findlngs as they compere

with one another,

121y order to diminish the subjective factor involved
in making this type of judgment, BEwing Cooley, Helson D,
Patterson, and Thomas Atwood were asked to assist with the
evaluation of positive, negative, and neutral valences,

ppt and Bellak, op. git., Method, p. 92.



CHAPTER III
RESULTS

Number of Omissions

Whan an individual neglected to respond to o sentence
gtem, 1t was tabulated as an omission.. The number of omige
siong for each of the soclometric groups was tabulated and
the arithmetlcal aversge was computed. TFigure 1 illustrates
the group comparisons as to the average percentage of omis-
plons, Because of the variations within the group as to the
gsex, the Low Boys, Low Girls, High Boys, High Girls, Incon-
sistent Boys, and Inconsistent Girls are presented separate~
1y. Plgure 2 combines the sexes into thelr respective
status groups,

Upon inspection of Pigure 1, it is quickly noticed that
the high boys and girls are falrly close together as are the
inconsistent boys and girls., However, the low boys and girls
are'guite different when the average number of omissions is

consldered, The low girle submitted themselves to the task

of completing the sentences while the low boys rebelled against

"~ the task more than any of the other groups.
When the sexes are combined in their respective groups,

it appears that the inconsistents are characterized by nega-

tivism to a greater degree than are the lows and highs,

16
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The low status group reacted in much the same way as the
inconsistents on sentences that had to do with family and
heterosexual relatinnehips,zgﬁt the inconsistents were much
more resistive to sentences that had to do with interpersonal
ps_and ;gggLW@ The high status group
responded to a larger percentage of the sentences than did

elther the lows or the inconsigtents, implylng a greater de~
gree of willingness to submit themselves to the testing ex-

perience and less tendency to block in sensltive areas,

Number of Words

The average number of words used in responding to the
sentence stems is related to the number of omissions in that
the greater the number of omissions a particular group has,
the fewer sentences they have responded to, thus fewer chances
for the use of words. Flgure 3 demonstrates the amount of
verbalism among the groups witﬁ the sexes agaln separated
from thelr respective groups because of the sex difference
evident in verbalizatlon,

As noticed in comparing the sexes as to number of omis-
sions, the boys and girls of the high status group and of the
inconsistent group come close to colnciding while there is a
wide difference in verbalism between the boys and girls of
the low status group., PFigure 3 also reveals more verbalism on
the sentences concerning heterosexual relations and interper~

sonal relations.
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Hetero- Interw Self
Average Arsag Family sexual personal  Concept

5.3

5.1
4.9
4.7
4,5 -~
4,3
4,1 LG
3.9
3.7 He
3¢5
HB
3.3
1B
3,1 LB
2,9 106

Flg. 3--A comparison of Sub~-groups in regard to sex differ-
ences within the groups as to verbalizatian, average
number of words used,
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Positive, Negative, and Neutral Statements

-

negative, or neutral valence with the omissions falling in the

Each response to a sentence stem was assigned a positive,
Wu

neutral category. All of the sentences were used in this
evaluation with the exception of the following: 7, 25, 41,
60, 15, 34, 51, 69, 36, 3, 18, 37, and 56, These sentences
were in the category of fears, gullt feelings, and goals, with
one of them belng in the sectlon of attitude toward own abile
ities, The per cent was computed for each srea and the nega-
tive per cent was subiracted from the positive per cent
yielding one score which is termed the positive score., If
the negative per cent was larger than the positive per cent,
the positive score in Figure 4 is repofted as minus, The
number of omissions to some extent influences the positive«
negative ratio since they were classifled as neutral. They
possibly could be assigned to the negative group, but the
neutral group seemed more appropriate due to difference in
expressed and unexpressed negativism,

The sex differences reported in these figures are not as
evident in the tabulation of positive and negative statements.
The high, low, and inconsistent status groups are presented in
Pigure #lﬁith the inconslstent group showing a consistent
trend to be less positive, particularly in the areas of inter-
personal relationships and self concepﬁij
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Positive Heterc- Intere - Belf

Score
48
45
42
39
36
33
30
27
24
21
18
15
12

Areas  Family sexual personal Concept

Mg. 4--A comparison of High, Low, and Inconsistent status

groups as to the degree of positive responses in four
areas,
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Attitude Toward the Institution
In recording the indivlidual responses, it was noticed
that considerable feeling was expressed in relation to how

they perceived the institution. By looking at each sentence

response as to its feeling and application toward Buckner
Home, 1t was found that a tabulation was possible of the nega-
tive statements applying specifically to the institution., The
number of positive statements that related specifically to the
institution were also tabulated.

After the tabulation of positive snd negative statements
regarding the institution, the sum of each was divided by the
number of subjects in that particular group (high, low, or
inconsistent), Upon obtaining the average number of state=
ments, positive and negatlve separately, for the status group,
fhe smaller averages were subtracted from the larger ones,
yielding elther a positive or negative score. These scores

refer to what 1s referred to in this study as a covert expres-

slon of negativiem toward the institution, The covert nega-

tivism index for each group is illustrated in Figure 5,
Apart from the sentence completion method, an attempt was

made to obialn an overt index of negativism by keeping a
record of the number of times each child transgressed the

rules of the inst the degree of requlring corporal

punishment, The number of offenses for each subject in their

respective status groups was averaged ylelding a single score
for each group. Figure 6 shows the eamyarisdn between these

groups as to overt negativism.
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Covert Negativiem
Index

=347
~3.4
=31
~2,8
~245
242
-1.9
~1.6
1.3
~1.0
~0,T7
=044
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=041
+0.2
+0.5
+0,8
+1.1
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG

Pig. 5~-A comparison of sex and status differences as to their
covert expression of negativism toward the institution,
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Overt Negativism
Index

3.2
3.0
2.8
2.6
2.4
2.2
2.0
1.8
1.6
1.4
1.2
1.0
0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG
Mg. 6--A comparison of overt expressions of negativiem toward
the institution among the status groups with regard to
sex differences, The higher the overt negativism in-

dex, the more that group has rebelled against institu-
tional rules.
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Although in a seuse 1t 1is a comparison of incomparables,
Plgure 7 $llustrates the comparisons of covert negativism and
overt negativism among the various status groups. Each group
was ranked on covert and overt negativism with number one
assigned to the group expressing the least negativism. The
sex differences are compared in Figure 7, and in Figure 8 there
is a comparison with the sexes combined into their respective
groups. The higher the rank on both Figure 7 and Figure 8,

the greater the expression of negativism,

Rank

6

5

4 Covert
Negativism

3

2 Overt

, Negativisnm

0

Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG

Fig. 7--A comparison of covert and overt negativism toward
the institution among sex and status groups.
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Rank
Overt and
3 Covert
Negativism
2
1
Status Groups Highs Lows Inconsistents

Mg, 8~=A eamparison of covert and overt negativiem toward the
institution among status groups with the sexes 1n~
cluded in their respective groups.

A few of the sentences in the completion test are ine
clined to produce a response feeling toward the living situa-
tion and the work situation of the institution, The living
situation (sentences 50, 63, 40, and 20) includes the expres=
sion of feeling toward group parenis, peers in the dormitory,
and the dormitory itself, The work situation (sentences 6,
32, and 67) is expressed in terms of relationships with work
supervisors and work pariners, Flgure 9 compares the per-
centages of negative statements on the living situation and
work situstion sentence stems with the status and sex groups.

As to the varlations in attltudes toward the institutlon,
the comparison of covert and overt behavior using all sentence
stems and tabulating the negative and positive statements
toward the instution, and also records of offenses agsinst the
campus rules, the institution in general was focused upon. In
attempting to locate the most llkely direction of negativism,
the individual sentence stems that are prone to elicit
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Per Cent

59

56

53

50

&7

bl

44

38

Living

35

o

29

26

23 Aversge

20

17

14

11

8 Hork

5

2
Status Groups KB HG LB LG 15 16
Pige 9=«A comparison of the percentage of negative statements

toward living and work sltustions with status and sex
groupa,
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responses concerning iiving and work situations were evaluated
as to their positive and negative feelings. In all instances
the inconsistents as a group demonstrated more negative feel-
ings toward the institution, but there were sex dlfferences
within each status group, The 1living situation was responded
to in much more negative terms than was the work situation.

A detalled discussion of the significance of these results
will be found in the next chapter.

Attitude Toward the Family

One of the major areas of investigation was the feelings
the various groups expressed toward their families., Twelve of
the seventy sentences on the sentence completion test fall
within this area., The majority of the sentence stems were
responded to by describing where the parent is, what he 1s,
what he does, how he feels, or how he looks. Figure 10 com-
pares how each status group responded to sentence stems refer-
ring to mother, The responses to father sentence stems are
compared according to the status groups in Filgure 11, In
both illustrations the higher the percentage, the larger the
number of statements was in proportlon to the total number of
statements possible.

In Mgure 4 (pagé 22) 1t was pointed out that the highs
were considerably more negative toward thelr famlly than were
the lows snd inconsistents, In desaribing'the positive and

negative emphasis characteristic of the various groups earlier,



g

Per Cent
75
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
Incon~
0 slstents
Description what 18?7 does? feels? looks? where is?

Lows

Highs

Fig. 10=-A comparison of how the highs, lows, and inconsistents
describe thelr mother or mothers in general.



31

Per Cent
75
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20

15
Highs
10 Lows

5
Inconw
0 slstents

Deseription  what i8? does? feels? looks? where ig?

Fig., 11-=A com arison of how the highs, lows, ang inconsistents
deaarfbe thelr father or fathers in general,



the question was not answered concerning the variation of
foelings townrd mother and father. PFigure 12 shows that each
group tende to feel more negative towerd his father than his

mother,

Per Cent
Yegative

60
56
52
48
4y
40
36
32
28 | Hother
24
20
16
Status Croups HB HG LB LG Ix 16

Pather

Fige 12w=h aaggaxiaan of the negative feelings expressed
toward mother snd father in the status and sex

Eroups.
It may be that the sentence stens {for the father attitudes
tond to ellicit negative responses more than the mother sen-

tence stenmps, Whether this is true or not does not seem to
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change the observation that all groups tend to express more
negative feelings toward the father figure.

As to group varistions concerning the family unit, Figure

13 Lllustrates the dlfferences in negativism among the groups
and sexes with the highs demonstrating the biggest percentage
of ﬁegatlve responses., The sentences in this group led one to
respond to how he felt about his family, other familles, and
how his family treated him.
Per Cent
Negative

39

36

33

30

27

24

21

18

15

12
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG
Flg. 13--A comparison of negative percentages of statements

concerning the famlly unit among high, low, and
inconsistent status groups.
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Attitude Toward Sex

In determining the differences among the attitudes of the
various status groups toward sex, thelr attitudes toward men
and women, and thelr heterocsexusl attitudes were considered,
Figures 14 and 15 illustrate how the various groups perceive
men snd women, and Pigures 16, 17, and 18 indicate the positive
and negative valencesg of the attitudes toward men and wnmaﬁ,

and heterosexual relstionships.

Per Cent
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15

10

Inconsis-
5 tents
Lows
0 Highs

Description 1is? does? feels? looke? who?

Fig., 14-«A comparison of the way status groupe percelve women
by their description.
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Per Cent

TO

65

60

55

50

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

10

Inconsistents

5 Highs

0 Lows
Description 1s? does? feels? looks? who?

Pig. 15--A comparison of how varlous groups perceive men by
thelr description,
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Per Cent
60
55
50
45
40
35
. Loy
25
20
15
10
5
0
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB 1IG

Positive

Fig. 16--A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral
valences among various status groups toward women,



Per Cent
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

5
0

Positive

Negative
Neutral

Status Groups HB BG LB LG 1IB 1IG

Flg. 17=-=A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral

valences among varlous status groups toward men,

57



Per Cent
80
75
Positive
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20

Positive

15 Neutral
Negative Neutral
0 Negative

5
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG
Pig. 18--A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral

valences among various status gioups as to their
attitudes toward heterosexual relationships.
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Interpersonal Relationships
The positive, negative, and neutral valences in four sube-
areas of interpersonal relationships were tabulated for each
status group., The percentages of these valences for each
status group in each sgubearea are compared in Figures 19, 20,

21, snd 22,

Per Cent
60
55 Positive
50
43 , Negative
40
Negative
35 Positive
30
25
20 ‘ Neutral
15
10
Neutrasl
5
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB 1IG

Pig. 19~-A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral
valences among varlous status groups concerning
thelr attitude toward friends and acquaintances,



Per Cent

63
59
55
51
L7
L3
39
35
31
27
23
19
15

Positive

Negative
Pogitive

Neutral
Negative

Neutral

Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG

Fig. 20-=A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral

valences among various status groups concerning
their attitude toward superiors,

1o
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Per Cent

65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

Positive
Positive

Heutral
Heutral

Negative
Hegative

Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB 16

Mg. 21-=A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral

valences among various status groups concerning
thelr attitude towasrd people supervised, (The
subjects of this study do not supervise people
in thelr work, but they were instructed to rese
pond to the sentence stems as if they did, They
were slso asked to complete the questionnslre
nocording to how they would feel 1f they were in
s supervisory capacity.)
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95
90
85
80
75
70
65
60
55
50
45
4
35
30
25
20
15

10 Heutral

5 MNegative : %agatlvav
0
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG

Positive

Positive

Heutral

Mg, 22-~A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral
valences among various status groups concerning
thelr attitude toward collesgues at work, school,
or dormitory.
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3elf Concept

The self concept as proposed in this study is approached
by eveluation of the sentence responses thet have to do with
fears, guilt feelings, attitude toward own sbilities, attitude
toward the past, and attitude towsrd the future, The sentence
stems and responses regarding fears and gullt feelings did not
lend themselves to a positive, negative, and neutrsl analysis
as d41d most of the other sentences, The areas where these
completions were prevalent were tabulated and are compared in
Table 1I, Plgure 23, and Table III, respectively.

In Table II abbreviations are used and are to be inter
preted as followe: F = Feelings; An = Animale; E = Evenis;

P = People; N = Nothing; and Ps = Physiecal Surroundings, Feele
inge refers to emotions that seem to have some element of fear
for the individual, Some expressed fear of animals which ls
the area used in Table II for this category. Bvents that are
laden with fear, such as death, marriage, or sccldents are
classified as events (E), ¥When people are referred to as

fear objects they are classified ss such (P)., A few of the
subjects sald they were afrald of nothing (N), Darkness, big
clties, and the weather fall within the category of physical
surroundings (Ps),

The reaction to fear that is experienced by the various
groups is classified into two major groups, the passive reace
tions and the aggressive reactions., These are compared in
Fleure 23,



TABLE II
AREAS OF FEAR

Status . y ;
Groups PE 174 Ang | % 7 23

1]
i

B 27 8 8 18 27 8
HG 45 37 21 0 7 14
LB 41 24 0 18 12 0
LG 31 6 17 26 3 17
IB 32 4 18 24 18 0
IG 27 4 23 23 0 15

Per Cent
75
T0
65

Passive
60

55 Passive
50
45
40 Aggressive
Aggressive
35
30
25
Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG

Figs 23«-A comparison of passive and aggressive reactions to
fear among the various status groups
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TABLE IIX
AREAS OF GUILT

status | oy | pg | papg —IB83E 1 5| seng | sex | 4%

B |12 16| 3 [(9 (Mn|e22| 3 |25 | 3
HG 8| 8 8 (7 (8)| 29 3 20 0
LB 23| 4| 9 (18) (14| 14| O 18 0
LG 1| 1 4 (11) (6)| 37| O 20 ]
3 |23 | 7|10 |3 (20| 17| 10 7| 3
16 12 | 16 | 28 0 2| o0 12 0

The abbreviations for Table III are rapresantaiiva of the
areas where guilt was expressed, Responses that were general
such as getting in trouble or when I was a little child are
represented by G%. PJZ refers to the gullt that was expressed
for actions or thoughts againet pesrs and Pary refers to guilt
associated with parents or parent flgures, Guilt association
with the institution had to be differentlated from hostile
responses that occurred epontaneously end is represented by
Inst?, with "g" standing for guilt responses and "h" for hos-
tile responses, Guilt feelings toward the institution are
represented by statements similar to feeling the greatest mis-
take was slapping a groupmother while hostile reactions are
gimilar to feeling that the greatest mistake was coming to



46

Buekner Home, 5% refers to gpullt nssoclated with the self, Sohi
the school, St# for stealing, and A¥ for accidents (I was shot),

The areas related to the self concept that owned sentences
that were analyzable for positive, negative, and neutral vale
ences were the groups® attitudes toward thelr own avilities,
thelr attlitudes toward their past, and thelr atilitudes toward
thelr future, These are compared in Figures 24, 25, and 26 row
spectively.

Per Cent
70
65
60

Positive

4o rosltive

Heutral
et Hogative

Heutral

15
10 Hegative
5
Status Groups HB HG LB LG g IG
Flg. 24~=A comparison of positive, negetive, and neutral vale

ences with the verious status groups concerning thelr
attitudes townrd thelr own abllities.
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Per Cent
45
40 Neutral NHegative
%5  Positive
Neutral
%0 Positlive
Negative
25
20
15
Statues Groups HB HG LB LG I8 16
Flg., 25--A comparison of positive, negative, and neutral val-

ences of the various status groups concerning thelir
attitudes toward the past,

Per Cent
90
80 Positive
70
60
50
40
20
20

Negative
10 HNeutral Neutral
0

Positive

Negative ~—~———

Status Groups HB HG LB LG IB IG

Plg. 26--A comparison of positive, negative, and neutrsl vale

ences of the variocus status groupe concerning thelr
attitudes toward the future.



CHARTER IV
DISCUSSION

Introduction

Ag mentioned on page seven, a general hypothesis of this
study 1is that the inconsigtents will demonstrate a group
trend that will contrest with the other two groups, particu-
larly the highs, 1n the maladjustment as expressed in negatle-
vism, A discussion of the results will follow under the same
headinge used in Chapter III and in the same order with
attention gilven to group trends, both sex and status groups,
in relation to the general hypothesis,

Humber of Omissions

¥With the number of omissions being interpreted as meaning
a general negetivism and lack of willingness to commit one-
self, it can be sald that the highs were the least negstive,
while the inconsistents and lowe were near in negativism cone
cerning the famlly and heterosexual relationships with the
incongistente belng considerably more negatlve as to the num=
ber of omlsslons concerning interpersonal relationships and
self concept, When the status groups are separated according
to sex, 1t was noticed that the sex groups among the inconsise
tents and highs were reasonably closge, but the low girls and

48
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low boye were considerably different in omissions, The low
boys were higher than all other groups as to the average per
cent of omissions, suggesting a noncommittal attitude with the
low glrle being jJust the opposite, suggesting = positive, come
mittal attitude toward the testing situstion in general.

Number of Vords

As indicated esrlier, the average number of words used
by esch individual in his particular status groups is influe
enced by the number of omissions, An exemination of Flgures 1
snd 3 reveals only minor changes among the various groups as
compared to the number of omissions., Agein, the main differe
ence between groups wae betwaeen the boys and girls of the low
status groupe with the girls beilng considerably more verbal
than the boys.

Positive, Negative, and Neutral Statements

It 48 Ainteresting to note that both the high boys and
glrls were more negative toward the famlly in genersl than
were the other groups and more positive toward heterosexual
relationships, interpersonal relationships, and self concept,
The majority of children at Buckner Home have reason to be nege
ative toward thelr perents. It may follow then, that the highs,
being with reason positive in the latter three areas, can afe
ford to be negative in their feelings toward their parents, In
this sense the negativism expressed toward the parents would be
closer to reality with this particular sampling of subjects
than would positive feelinge,.
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The inconsistents and lows are very simller in expresw
sion of negative statements concerning thelir famlly and
heterosexual relationships with the inconsistents belng cone
siderably more negative in relation to thelr interpersonal

relationships and self concept,

Attitude Toward the Institution

When the expression of negativism and the feeling of
negativism (covert and overt) toward the institution are come
pared as in Plgures 5, 6, 7, and 3, 1% is suggested in general
that the highe fall between the lows and inconsistente in
thelr overt and covert negativiesm, with the inconsisgtents
being the most negative, There is a greater difference be=-
tween the highs and inconsistents, however, than between the
highs and lows,

A rank order comparison reveals the high boys as express-
ing more negativiem then they are feeling and the inconsistent
girle as feellng more than they are expressing. An inspection
of all of the above mentioned flgures reveals that this dife
ference between feeling and expressing is much greater among
the inconsistent glrls than with the high boys. While the high
boys were expressing more than they were feellng according to
the inference made upon comparing rank differences, 1t is
important to note that in comparison to the inconsistent boys,
their overt expressions were not nearly so numeroug, An eXw
planstion might be thet the high boys are demonstrating the
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aggraaaiva characteristic mentioned by ﬁonnay*“ as this type
of individual is placed under rigld regulations,

As evidenced by Flgure 9, all of the groups tended to
be more negative toward their institutional living situations
than toward thelr work situations, Although they were more
negative toward the living situation, the highs were not as
negative as the inconsistents at thie point, It is clear that
the inconsistents, both the boys and girls, expressed more
negative statements toward the living situation then did the
other groups, The Low girls differed in thelr attitudes toward
the work situation, being more negative., Possibly they are
required to cooperate with others to a greater extent at work
than in the dormitory where they can be satisfied by walling
off others, making thelr living situation more positlive when
compared to the other groups.

Attitude Toward the Family
While Mgures 10 and 11 do not lend any data as to the
negativism among the groups toward the family, they do give an
{ndicetion of how the various groups tend to see their parentis
and families in genersl, WNo outstanding differences among any
of the groups were noted hﬁt in general, the trend seems to be
that the highs respond to their mothers more in terms of what
she is, with the inconsistents extreme on this point and the

14 ponney, ope cit., 1943, Preface.
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lows very low concerning this evaluation, The lows balanced
this by being the highest in percentage of responding to
mother sentences by telling where she is or where she is lo=
cated.

In general, the entire group sees the father more for
what he does as contrasted to the trend of how they saw the
mother as what she 1=, Agein, the differences are not great,
but the highs see the father less for what he does, more for
what he 1s, and more where he 1s when compared to the other
groups,

All the groups tended to be more negative toward the
father than toward the mother and it is striking to note the
gsex differences as demonstrated in Flgure 12, All of the girls
tend to see both thelr mother and father in a more negative
light than do t&a boys as & group., Status group comparisons
are more evident as seen in Plgure 13 as the highs reveal more
negative feelings toward the family unit, but the sex differw
ences are still evident, The more specific data regarding
the famlly support <the inference made earlier concerning the
reason why the highs are more negetive toward their family
than are the other groups.

Attitude Toward Sex
By using the same approach used in determining how the
various groups perceived their parents, no large differences
were found in how they perceived men and women in general,
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There 1s a change however, when the inconsistents and lows are
compared as to how they percelved thelr mother and how they
perceive women, In contrast, the lows see woman more in terms
of what she 1s, It might be that the inconsistents are more
concerned about their relationships toward their mothers than
are the other groups comparatively speaking.

The groups are very close in how they perceive men with
the trend being to see men mostly in terms of vhat they are
but with what they do being also important., The difference
among the total group that was seen in how they saw thelr
mothers and fathers 1s not revealed in how they see men and
women, The father is percelved in terms of what he does, while
this is secondary regarding other men,

When positive, negative, and neutral valences are com=-
pared as in Flgure 16, 11 appears that quite a variety of feel-
ings toward women are expressed among the high and low groups,
with the inconsistents being the most inconsistent in the way
of sex comparison, The most evident sex difference among a
status group is in the feeling expressed by the boys and girls
of the low group., Both express a positive feeling that is
very near in comparison but the low boys are largely non-
commi ttal as to their feelings toward women while the low
glrls are nearly as negatlive as they are positive toward women,
with a very small percentage of thelr responses being scored
as neutrsl, The opposite extreme was found in the highs but

not to the degree as expressed in the lows,
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“nile the sexes in the inconsisient group were the most
conslstent in their expression of positive, negative, and
neutral feelings toward women, the hlghe are the most cone
glstent in their attitudes toward men, With the fathere
recelving Qere negative feellngs than the mothers 11 might
be concluded that more stable feelings among the high boys and
glrls 1n regard to men indicate =a more settled evaluation
among the group of men in general, The lows, being the most
variable toward both men and women could be having difficulty
jdentifying end accepting their own sex due to thelr partial
isolation to the extent of not belng chosen for elther room-
mates or project partners.

The highs are agaln the most consistent in thelr feel
inge toward heterosexusl relatlonships with a élear majority
of positive responses, vhile the inconsistents sre nlso
positive toward heterosexual relationships there is =z greater
difference between the boys and gilrls with the boys belng
more negative and less positive, The low boys seem to be very
negative toward heterosexual relatlions wlth alaa\é high per=
centage of neutral responses, implying that 1f they sre not
expressing negative feelings, they are not going ta'expraas
any feelings at all,

Interpersonal Relationshipe
Attitudes toward people, or groups of people, including
friends and acquaintances, superiors, people supervised, and
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eollesgues at work, school, or dormitory, were analyzed for
positive, negative, and neutral valences. In the general
nosltive, negative comparison in Pigure 4, 1t was pointed
put that the highs were the most positive in interpersonsal
relationshins with the lows rumning » cloee psecond, In cone
trast with this, the inconsistents were much more negative,
generslly speaking.

The feelings glven in rasponse to sentence stems in
regard to thelr attitude toward friends and acqualntances
were presented in Plgure 19, It iz very evident that the ine
consistents feel more negative toward thelr friends and ace
quaintances. The highs had the lowest percentage of neutral
camplefinna ag contrasted wlth the lows having the highest
percentage of meutral completions which suggests that the lowe
tend %o glorify their etatus situetion by being noncommittal
while the highs commit themselves elther positively or nege-
tively. |

In general, the entire group vwes more positive toward
those whom they considered to be thelr superiors thsn they
were toward their friends and esecquaintances, However, the
inconeistents differ rather markedly in that they are pre-
dominantly negative in this regard, The lows are more con-
sistently positive than the highs which may be close to the
plcture as the superiors might perceive. Many of the lows
have compensated for thelr relection by thelr peers by ap-
pealing to the adults on campus resulting in approval from

thelr superiors.
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Ls Pigure 21 demonstrates concerning ﬁﬁa attitudes toward
people ﬁuperviaed; the inconslistents as a group tend to be
more positive then either of the other groups. ?eW; if any,
of the subjects in this study serve in a supervisory ceapacity
in theilr work situstion, so they were instructed to angwer
in en "as 1if" menner, ?hma; the inconsistents seem to be
gsaying that they would like to feel positive toward those
under them snd they are probably wishing for such a re-
letionship which they feel would stabelize their stetus.
This mey be true also for the low boys who were more
positive than sll other status groups.

When it eem@s to exgresaing attitudes toward colleagues
at wurk, school, or dormitory, the entire group responds much
more positively. The athiﬁuﬂa expressed towerd this group of
eollaagu&é differs from that expressed towerd friends and
soguaintances in depths of relationship. The interpersonsl
relationship towsrd the group of people illustrated in
Figure 22 is more shallow and socisl while the relstionships
towerd friends and acqueintances tend to be more p@raonal;
regulting in the pogitive and negetive feelings of & more
intense nature., 48 to positive feelings towsrd colleagues,
the highs are the most positive, the lows are next; end the
inconsistents sre the lesst positive, but without as much
difference as evidenced in Figure 19 with more personal

relatianshiysQ
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3elf Concept

Five factors ere ilncluded in the evaluation of the self
concept in this study and are referred to as sentence re-
sponses thet have to do with faars; guilt faelings; attitude
btoward own abilities, attitude toward the past; and attitude
towerd the future, ©Of these, only the latter three were
quentifiable ss to positive, negative, and neutrsl valence.

Ly to the areas of fesr, it is difficult to spot any
status group trends., A few trends do seem to be present
h&wevar; in regard to the areas<moat frequently referred
to by different gexes. For axample; the girls in all three
status groups tend to be sfraid of enimels and physiesl sur-
roundings to a grester extent than the boys while the boys
tend to be afraid of "nothing” which would probebly be
expected among sdolescent meles.

An interesting status difference is noticed in Figure
23 ss the lows very decldedly respond to fear in a passive
manner as contragted to en aggregsive manner, A passive re~
sponge to feser in this study is referred to as crying, getting
blue; or giving ug; as representative statements while fighting
back is charascteristic of an aggressive response. It seens
thet the lows have adepted the pessive response to their
gtatus condition in many instsnces and perheps this pattern
ls demonstrated in their response to fear,

Table 1II does not revesl any striking stetus differ-

ences concerning the ereas of guilt. As mentioned in the
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discussion of attitudes toward the famlly, the inconsistents
were the most positive., It is interesting to note that the
inconeistents expressed more gullt feelings in regard to
thelr actions against thelr perents as compared to the other
groups, This may be an influencing factor in their "Mother's
Day card" statements of avarglarixiéatiaﬁ of thelr parents.
In regard to guilt feelings toward the institution, the highs,
especially the high girls, expressed much sorrow toward past
offenses that got them in trouble with the cempus policles,
The inconsistent boys, on the other hand, released only hose
tile responses tovward the institution even when the sentence
stems were designed on the most part to elicit gullt feel-
ings, All of the girle in the various groups seemed to feel
the most guilt in relation to their own person, such ag
gullt sssoclated with personal habits that are frowned upon
by the campus definition of what is =2nd what 1s not to be
done, |

The high boys were the most positive in attitude toward
thelir own 2bilities with the high girls demonstrating more
nagat&v&&m at this point, VWhen the group means are considered,
the inconsistents would be more negative toward thelr own
abllities than even ihe low group,but the difference is not
great, As seen in other comparisons, the inconsistent boys
and high girle are the most allke of all the groups. Whether
this 12 true in all instances with other populations remsins
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to be seen, It might be that this ig¢ 2 partienlar charsc~
teristic of children at Buckner Home,

An interesting pattern is presented in Plgure 25 con~
cerning attitudes toward the pest among the various groups.

The positive element is near the same for all éxuupﬁ but the

negative and neutral velences demonstrate sex differences
rether then status differences, The boys tend to be none
commlital in sttitude toward the past while the girls, being
committel, tend to see the past in a negetive 1ight,

The future 1s reacted to in much the mame way by all the
groups, sex and status alike., The main element to be pointed
out is the aceent each group gave to seelng the future with
a posltive attitude, This might suggeet that institutlionale
1zed children do not tend to dread the future because they
wlll be cast out into & strange world, as often is expected,
rather look forward to 1t because it offers a better 1ife
with more freedom than large care institutions can possibly
offer,



CHAFPTER V
CONCLUSION

Summary

In order to determine if those who reveal discrepancies
on soclometric criteris, the inconsistents, differ from those
who are highly chosen or lowly chosen in the way of negative
ism, subjects from Buckner Baptist Children's Home were
utilized, Out of a population of 206 adolescents who were
given a sociometric test using roommate and project criteria,
extreme scores as to number of cholces recelved were used to
form the highs (those who received the most choices), the
lowe (those who received the least number of cholces), snd
the inconsistents (those who revealed discrepanciss between
their ravk of cholces recelved on both eriteria).

The sixty-six students used in this study (thirty-two
boys and thirty-four glris! were then adminletered a revised
version of Sachs Sentence Completion Test, The data were
grouped according to the sociometric status of the individ-
ual in order tg evaluate it as group data. The negativism
geoores were obtainﬁﬁ from the aaaignment“df positive, nega-
tive, or neutral valences to the sentence responses and by a

tabulation of the number of omissions, One side line measure

60
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of nepgativian was introduced ss overt negativism by coupar-
ing the number of corporal puniehment reports received by
the various stetue groupe, Other obzervations were introe
duced such a® how various groups perceived their mothere and

fothers as cowpered to men and women in general,

Pindings
The general hypothesis of this study was supported in
that the inconsistents as a group tend to express more nega-

tiviem as measured by evaluation of sentence completion i teme,.

‘then the four general sreas are analyzed separately, it is
found that the inconsietents are not unlike the lows as to
negativiam related to family and heterosexual reletionships,
tut differ markedly 4n negativism as to nself concept and
interpersonal relationshlps,

then sex differences within the various status groups
wvers compared, 1t was noticed that the boys snd girls of the
low group in this study were far from being alike in many
cnses, Other less significant veriations were noted whioch
indicate that boye and girls may resot in different ways to
thelr status within the group., Uhen the sexes were averaged
as to negntiviem scores, thelr statue group was generally
conslistent in renk within the other groups, with the incon-
slisteonts belng the most negntive,

Other findings not relsted to the general hypothesis
were found to be true of the entire group. UOne interesting
indleation wae that institutionallized adolescents tend to

(e
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over-glorify their mothers in their thinking; while fathers
are seen in s pretty bad light., Contrary to what might be
thougnt; the sdolescents in this study did not seem to have
meny qualms about the future and in most instances gave
responges that imply that time perspective may be playing
an importent pert in their ability to tolerste present

circumstances.

Implications

The most importasnt implication as suggested numerously
in the test results is that the inconsistents seem to be a -
gub-group that is different from the frequently investigated
highes and lows. This raises the ides thet the group may
offer a subject for further investigstion to determine the
significance and extent of this difference from the other
groups.

{§§ going a step rarthar; it might be velueble to study
inconsistents ss two groups. It seems that there would be
a difference between the personcl and socisl criteria dis~
erepencies with the group rsting low on personsl criteris
evidencing more digturbanaa. In this study these two
divisions of inconsistents were falrly b&lanead; but it
would be interesting to compare these discrepencies with

one ammarg



APPENDIX
Sample of Sentence Completlion Test

SENTENOE COMPLETION
antials What you say will in no way be used agalnet
only the person giving this will be allowed to see
vhat you have written,

NAME: SEXs AGEs DA TEs

INSTRUOTIONS: Below are seventy partlg cam§1ete sentences,
Read each one snd £inish it by writing the
first thing that comes to your mind, Work
ag quickly as you can., If you cannot come
plete an item, circle the number and return
to 1t later,

1« I feel that my father seldom

2, lWhen the odds sre against me

3. I alwayes wanted to

4, If I were in charge

5., To me the future looks

6, My work supervisor

7T I know 41t 1is silly but I am afrsid of

8, I feel that a resl friend

9, VWhen I was a child

10. My idea of a perfect woman

t1. Yhen I see a2 man and a woman together

12. Compared with most famillies, mine

13, At work, I get along best with

63



14,
15,
16,
17.
18,
19,
20,
21,
22,
23,
24,
25,
26.
27,
28,
29,
304
3
324
33
B4,
35
36,
3T

My mother

I would do enything to forget the time I
If my father would only

I believe that I have the ablllity to

I could be perfectly happy if

If people work for me

My groupmother

My 1dea of = perfect man

I look forward to ,

Before coming to Buckner Home I

In school, my teachers ,
Most of my friends don't know that I am afraid of
I don't like people who

I think most giflﬂ .

My feeling about married life is

My family treats me like

I think most boys

I sh my father

Those I work with are

My mother and I

My greatest mlstake was

Being at Euokn#r Home makes me feai

My greatest weakmess is

My secret ambition in life

The people who work for me

64



39,
40,
41,
42,
43.

51.
52,
53,
Sh
55,
56+
5T,
583,
59.

61,
62,
63.
64,

65
Some day I
¥hen T see my groupmother coming
T wish T could lose the fear of
The people I like best

T feel I am a person that

If I were young sgaln

T believe most women

In dating, I like

Most families I know

T 1ike working with people who

I think that most mothers

Living in a dormltory

¥hen I was younger, I felt guilty about
T feel that my father is

¥hen luck turns ageinst me

I believe most men

In giving orders to others I

What I want most out of life

¥When I am older

People whom I consider my superiors
What I like least about men

My fears sometimes force me to

When I'm not around, my friends

My most outstanding memory of childhood
I like to have roommates, but

What I 1like least about women



65,
66,

68,
69,
70,

My dating 1ife (or love 1life)

then I wac s ohild, my family
People who work with me usually
I like my mother but

The worst thing I ever did

When I leave Buckner Home

66



SUBJECTs 3EX3 DATE: AGHE:
I.

1e ATTITDE TOWARD MOTHER

14, My mother

33.' My mother snd I

49, I think that most mothers
68, I like my mother but

2, ATTITUDE TOWARD FATHER Rating

1. I feel that my father seldon
16, If my father would only
31, I wish ny father
52, T feel that my father is

%, ATTLTUDE TOWARD PAMILY UNIT Rating |

12, ﬂnmgareﬁ with most families, mine
29, treats me like

47, ﬁnat familiez I ¥mow

66, When I was = child, my famlly

1. ATIITUDE TOWARD WOMEN Rating:

10, ¥y idea of a perfect woman
27. I think most girls

45, 1 believe most women

64, vhat I like leasst about women

67
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3

68
ATTITUDE TOWARD MENW, Rating

21, My 1dea of a perfect man
%0, I think most boys

54, I believe most men

59, What I like least about men

INTERPRD e

ATTITUDE TOWARD HETEROSEXUAL
RELATIONSHIPS. Rating

11, VWhen I see a man and a woman together

28, My feeling about married life is

46, In dating, I like
65, My dating life

INTERPRETATI ON ¢

III. INT ONAL ATIONSHIPS.

1.

2.

3

ATTITUDE TOWARD FRIENDS AND
ACQUAINTANCES., Rating

8, 1 feel that a real friend

26, I don't like gaopls who

42, The people I like best

50, Iiving in a dormitory is

61, Vhen I'm not around, my friends
63. I like to have roommates, but

INTERPRETATION:

ATTITUDE TOWARD SUPERIORS, Rating:

D

6. My work supervisor

24, In school, my teachers

40, VWhen I see my grou gmother coming
58, People whom I conslder my superiors

TERPRETATION

ATTITUDE TOWARD PEOPLE SUPERVISED Rating:

4, If I were in charge

19, If people work for me

38, The people who work for me .
55. In giving orders to others, I

I IATION:



Iv.,

69

ATTITUDE TOWARD COLLEGUES AT WORK,
SCHOOL, OR DORM, Rating

1% 4t work I get along best with
32, Those T work with are

48, I 1ike working with people who
6T. People who work with me usually

INTERPRETATION s

SELF CONCEPT

te

24

3

FEARS Rating

Ts I know it 48 silly but I am afraid of

25. Most of my friends don't know that I am
afraid of

41, I wish I could lose the fear of

60, My fears sometimes force me to

INT. ETATION:

GUILT FEELINGS Rating

15. I would do anything to forget the time I
z4, . My greatest mistake was

51, . ¥When I was younger, I felt guilty about
69, The worst thing I ever did

LNTERPRETATION:

ATTITUDE TOWARD PAST. Rating_

9, VWhen I was a child

23, Before coming to Buckner Home, I
44, If I were young again
62.. My most outstanding childhood memory

ATTITUDE TOWARD OWN ABILITIES Rating

2, VWhen the odds are against me
17 I believe that I have the ability to
36, My greatest weakness is
4%, I feel that I am a person that
53. VWhen luck turns against me

NTERP] TION:
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6.

70
ATTITUDE TOWARD FUTURE, Rating:

5« To me the future looks
22« I look forward to
%9 Some day I
57+ VWhen I am older
T0, %When I leave Buckner Home

PRETATION:

LA AT S

GOALS. | Rating:

3, I always wanted to

18, I could be perfectly ha gy if
37. My secret ambition in 1life
56, VWhat I want most out of 1life,

- INTERPRETATION:
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