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CHAPTER I
THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN BEGINS

Winter, 1863, found the Confederate Army of Tennessee
in an unenviable position, Vicksburg had fallen, opening
the Mississippi River to the Union and dividing the Con-
federacy, and the Confederate forces had just been driven
from the heights of Chattanooga. Now only one serious
obstacle stood between the North snd another outlet to
the sea--Atlanta.

Atlanta was a prominent rallroad center of Georgila
and it was from here that large numbers of supplies were
fed to the Army of Northern Virginia.l The defense of this
vital rall hub rested initially with General Braxton Bragg
as he led his beleaguered Confederate Army of Tennessee
from Chattanooga to Dalton in northern Georgia., Long the
object of criticism, however, Bragg, "both from necessity
and also because of his own request was relieved from com-
mand of the army and after a brief reat asslgned to duty in

Richmond as confidentisl and personal military advisor to

1Bradley T. Johnson, A Memolr of the Life and Public
Service of Joseph E. Johnston (Beltimore, 189L), pe. 113.
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President Davia."z- One of Bragg's corps commanders, General
William J, Hardee, was offered the command of the Confederate
Army but declined, and General Joseph E, Joseph E, Johnston,
in command of Confederate forces in Mississippi, was assigned
to command the retreating forcea.3

Johnston spent most of the winter improving the train-
ing and discipline of his troops. On February 11, 186l, he
- recelved word that General William Tecumseh Sherman and
35,000 Federal troops were moving east from Vicksburg, had
already crossed the Pearl River, and were moving along a
railroad toward Meridian, Mississippi. Preslident Davis
advised Johnston to march forth and meet the enemy before
he could set up a new base for supplies and obtain reinforce-
ments from the sea. Johnston replied that such an expedition
would require two thirds of the Army of Tennessee and would
involve the abandonment of the defensive line in northern
Georgia.u

Three days leter Sherman marched into Meridian and
was ordered to move against Dalton and‘to sever the supply

lines between Dalton and Confederate General Leonlidas Polk

2Thomas R. Hay, "The Atlanta Campaign," Georgia Histori-
cal Quarterly, VII (1923), 19."

31v14.

b'szvsepn E. Johnston, Narrative of Military Operations,
Directed During the Late War Between the states Iﬁew York,

s PP =281,




in Misﬂisaippi.s On February 16, Johnston was ordered by
Davis to reinforce Polk, giving him & force large enough
to defeat Sherman., The following daey he recelved more
specific orders to "dispatch Lieutenaht General Hsrdee to
Mississippi with Cheatham's, Cleburne's, and Walker's
divisions of his corps with instructions to unite with
Lieutenant General Polk as soon as poasible."é

Sherman, instead of pushing on toward Mobile as
President Davis had anticipated, surprised the Confederate
forces by pulling out of Meridian and heading back toward
Vicksburg on February 20 with his mission only half com-
pleted; he had made no effort to cut off Polk's supply
routes from Dalton. Sherman hesitated at making sn attack
on the Confederate forces at Dalton or on the supply routes
because 7,000 Federal reinforcements from Memphis had failed
to arrive, having been defeated en route to Meridien, and
Sherman did not wish to advance without reinfnrcementa.7
But while Shermen's army wes withdrawing from Meridian,
Union forces frqm Chattanooga began marching southward
toward Ringgold, and another body of infantry and artillery,

accompanied by a brigade of cavalry, was moving from

SFraeman Gleaves, Rock of Chickamauga: The Life of
General George H, Thomes (Norman, Oklahoma, 1948), p. 205.

6Johnat.on, Narrative, pp. 281=-283.

7Glaaves, Rock of Chickamauga, p. 205,




Cleveland to Red Clay. On the 23rd of February, the Con-
federate troops set up defenses to thwart the Federal
drives-~-3tewart's and Breckenridge's divisions being posted
at the eastern outlet of Mill Creek Gap, with Hindman's
division in reserve and Stevenson's division on the Cleve-
land road in front of Dalton.a

The two bodles of Federal troops united on the 23rd
and drove Confederate forces from the town of Tunnel Hill,
The following day the Union army advanced en masse, march-
ing in three columns with the center column directed at
Genersal Joseph Wheeler's Confederate cevalry. Wheeler
withstood the attack with horse cavalry, but the right and
left columns continued to advance and threatened Wheeler's
flanks, forcing him to withdraw to Crow Valley, which lies
east of Rocky Face Ridge. On February 25, one serious
assault was made by Federal troops agalnst Stewart!s divi-
sion at Mill Creek Gap, but was repulsed.9 At the same
time, General George H., Thomas and his Army of the Cumber-
land advanced against the Confederate forces at Rocky Face
Ridge and Buzzard's Roost, Fortunately for the Southern
defenders, the Federal attack was 1ll timed, for Thomas
attacked Just in time to meet a portion of Hardee's corps

which was returning from its fruitless march to Meridian.

aJohnstan, Narrative, pp. 281-283.
9Ibid., p. 28).



Thomas had four divisions with him, but reported that he
faced five Confederate divisions and Wheelerts cavalry.
After a day's skirmishing around Rocky Face Ridge, Thomas
gave up the task of taking the Southern stronghold and
withdrew his forces, returning to Chattanooga.l

Both Thomas and Sherman forwarded plans to Grant for a
general assault on Atlanta in the spring, but Thomas' re-
treat from Rocky Face Ridge displeased Grant, end when
Grant wes named commander-in-chlilef of all Federal forces
on March 3, 186l, he summoned Sherman and mulled over plans
for an Atlanta campaign with him. Shermen was to have over-
all command of three armies--the Cumberland, Tennessee, and
Ohio, James B. McPherson, who had graduated number one in
his class from West Polnt, succeeded Sherman as commander
of the Army of Tennessee; John M. Schofield, former com=
mander of the Army of the Frontier in the Far West, weas
named to head the Army of the Ohio; and Thomas remained in
command of the Army of the Cumberland. The plan of attack
called for the Armies of Ohio and Tennessee to form the
wings, with the Army of the Cumberland in the center.ll

While Sherman was to have top command over Union

forces in Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi,

10G19aves, Rock of Chickamauga, p. 207.

l1bid., pp. 207-209.




General Nathaniel P, Banks was to carry on an offensive in
the Southwest, and Grant was personally to direct the Federal
army in Virginia. It was Grant's plan that all three Federal
forces advance simultaneously in the spring--the main objec~
tives being Joseph E, Johnston's army at Dalton and General
Robert E, Lee's Confederate army behind the Rapidan Kiver
in Virginia, On May 3, Grant crossed the Rapldan, and two
deys later he attacked Lee. Almost simulteneously, Sherman
swung agalnst the Confederate army in Georgle and the united
movement to crush the Confederascy was under way.

Sherman had under his command 110,123 troops when the
campaign began, compared with 16,219 troops end 7,813
cavalry for Jehnatan.l3 Badly outnumbered, it was Johnston's
plan to fight a defensive war, and he had thoroughly scouted
the mountainous terrain from Chattanooga to Atlanta, care-
fully selecting the best sites for defensive action against
the approaching Federal army. Sherman moved in three
columns, with the center column due to meet Johnston in his
fortified positions, and the flanking columns pushing ahead.
In this manner, Johnston and his Confederate forces would
be able to withastand the Federal attack only so long as

the Union flankers did not press too far ahead., Even though

1250nn P, Dyer, "Fightin' Joe" Wheeler (Beton‘Rouge,
1941), p. 161,

13thomas L. Livermore, Numbers and Losses in the Civil
War in America (Boston, 19017, p. 119.




Johnston might be able to repulse the central attack,
eventually he would be forced to pull back to the next
defensive positian.lu

Wheeler, who had been picketing the area to the front
of his army near Tunnel Hill for several days, recelved
the initial liwmpact of Shermants first serious assault.
Sherman's troops arrived in force in front of Wheeler's
picket line on May ¢, and on the following day the Federal
troops advanced. Wheeler stood his ground against the
superior Union force for four houra, then was forced to
fall back.>?

Wheeler divided his command on the next day, sending
a brigade to strengthen the Confederates left at Dug's
Gap, while he himself moved with the main force to the
right on the Cleveland road, beling reinforced by a division
from the Confederate forces st Resaca while en route. On
May 9, Wheeler encountered a portion of Sherman's cavalry
under the command of General McCook at Varnell's Station
and instead of walting for McCook to attack, Wheeler dlis=-
mounted two brigades and attacked, with two mounted regl-

ments Jjoining in. The maneuver apparently caught McCook

luﬁonnson, A Memoir, pp. 11lh4-116.

15The War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the
Union and Confederace Armies (Washington, 1891), Series 1,
1T, Part 3, 9li; hereinafter cited as 0. R.




off guard, for his troops broke in confusion and asbout 100
of his men were captured, including the commender of McCook!'s
second brigade, Colonel Oscar H, LaGranga,16 who commented
to Wheeler after his capture: "If my men hed fought as well
es yours, I would have got the brigadier's commission
premised‘to me this morning by General Sherman if I suc=-
aeeded;"l7 |

While Wheeler was busy fighting McCook, the brigade
which Wheeler had dispatched to Dug's Gap encountered
trouble, running into McPherson's Army of Tennessee, which
was screened by a corps of the Army of the Cumberland under
the command of General Joseph Hooker. The Confederates con~
cluded that Shermen planned to send Hooker into Dug's Gap
and if the Federal troops selzed that position it would
give them good ground from which to cover McPherson's flank.
Consequently, Wheeler's detached brigade dug in and withe-
stood Hooker's attack. The Union general, apparently think-
ing the position was wmore strongly defended than originally
anticipated, withdrew.18

A report reached Johnston on the night of May 9 that
the Federal Army of Tennessee under McPherson's command

was advancing on Resaca, and the Confederate commander

16Dyer, "Filghtin' Joe" Wheeler, pp. 162-163,
1p14., p. 163.
181p14a., pp. 1614-165.




immediately rushed aid to the threatened area--sending three
divisions under the command of General Joseph B, Hood.
The next morning Hood was recalled after reporting that the
Federal army was retiring. Hood left two divisions between
Resaca and Dalton so that they could be rushed to either
place should an attack come.20
On May 10, reinforcements brought Johnston's total
effectives to 66,089,21 and on the following day Wheeler
was ordered to find out the intentlons of the Federal
army.?® Wheeler, with sll his avallable troops, moved
against the enemy at Varnell's Station, driving back Stone-
men's cavalry. Not only did Wheeler force Stoneman to burn
a large number of wagons, but the Confederate cavalry chief
discovered that two enemy divisions were moving in the di-
rection of Reaaca.23 Johnston, upon hearing of the Union
advance, elected to withdraw hls forces from Dalton and
Mill Creek Gap and fall back on Resaca, and at one o'clock
on the morning of May 13 the withdrawal began, the infantry

and artillery moving out first and the cavalry following as

1930hnaton, Narrative, pe. 307.

ZODyer, "pightin' Joe" Wheeler, p. 165.
21

Livermore, Numbers, p. 119.

22Hardee to Wheeler, May 10, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part L, 687.

23yheeler report, June 1, 186l, 0. R., Serles 1,
XXXVIII, Part 3, 945.
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as rear gusr.wd.glL When the Confederate army reached Resaca
it found a battle already under way, but Johnston had time
to deploy his defense, putting Hardee in the center, Hood
on the right, and Polk on the left.25 Had McPherson pushed
on with his attack before Johnston had time to deploy, he
might have been able to capture Resaca, and he has often
been criticized on this score., McPherson felt, however,
that he had advanced too far, and he elected to walt for

reinforcements.26

There was little explanation for the
menner in which McPherson was allowed to pass through
Snake Creek Gap unopposed, but General W. W. Mackall,
Johnston's chief of staff, charged it was because of dis-
obedlence of ordera.27
Spirited fighting continued through May 1ll, with Hood's
corps receiving the brunt of the enemy attack. Wheeler
suggested that Hood teke the offenslve, attacking the Union
left, and Johnston adhered to Wheeler's suggestion, ordering
Hood to advance. The Federal troops were driven back, but

Johnston was still not satisfled with the Confederate

2hgonnston, Narrative, p. 308,
25Dyer, "Fightin' Joe" Wheeler, pp. 166-167.
261p14.,

27Cleburne report, August 16, 186l4, O. R., Serles 1,
XXXVIiI, Part 3, 721.
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position at Resaca and ordered another of his planned
withdrawals, falllng back some ten miles to Galhcun.za
Johnston did not stop at Calhoun. Instead, he con=-
tinued his retreat on toward Atlenta, moving south over
comparatively level ground to Adairsville. Here, Sherman
caught up, and a sharp engagement developed on May 17, but
it was an engagement so inconsequential that it did not
interfere with Johnston's plans.29 The Confederate com=
mander planned to administer a crushing blow at Adairsville,
and he continued his withdrawal, planning to take the of-
fensive at that polnt, which was a strategic roasd center
with two roads leading south, one to Cassville and the
other to Klngstcn.Bo It was Johnston's plen to place
General Polk's corps on the Cassville road, with Hardee
guarding the left flank to Kingston and Hood attacking
the Federal left flank if it deployed to move agelinst

Polk.31

Sherman, once he reached Adairsville, divided his
army as Johnston had antlicipated, sending his troops down
both roasds. Johnston prepared to deliver his blow at

Kingston, where the distance between the two Union columns

28Dyer, "Pightin' Joe" Wheeler, pp. 166-167.

291bid., p. 168,
3

Oﬂay, "Phe Atlanta Campaign,” p. 23.

BIJohnston report, October 20, 186L, O. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 3, 616.
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was the greatest, but the plan miscarried, Hood was
blamed for fallure of the plan, One of his staff officers
had reported the advance of Federal troops to the right
rear of the Confederate position. Hood retreated, only
to find the report of his staff officer was in error, but
the opportunity for attack had passed and the Confederate
retreat continued toward Cassville,>®
Wheeler, after defeating Stoneman's cavalry, also was
retreating in the direction of Cassville when he observed
a force of Federal cavalry bearing down on him., Once
again the Confederate cavalry chief surprised the enenmy,
for he ordered his troops to meet the Federal cavalry, to
walt until the enemy wavered to charge, and then to charge
themselves, The maneuver surprised the Federal force,
and the Union cavalry broke in confusion, Wheeler described
the Confederate counter-attack order as being
magnificently obeyed; the enemy came up in fine style
and charged with great ferocity. They were met, how-
ever, as directed and driven back in utter confusion.
We continued our charge, killing and wounding large
numbers of the enemy, and capturing over 100 pris-
oners .33

Sherman moved his army south toward Cassville by as

many roads as he could f:l.nc‘l‘y'L Thomas and the Army of the

321p14., p. 616,

3BWhegler report, June 1, 186, O. Rey Series I,
XXXVIII, Part 3, 947.

BHSherman to Halleck, September 15, 186l, 0. R.,
Series 1, XXXVIII’ Part 1’ 650
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Cumberland began to encounter atrong Confederaste resistance
north of Dallas, and the Federal troops halted momentarily
and waited for reinforcements.35 Hooker's troops were
halted northeast of Dalles at an important road juhction
to New Hope Church, and Sherman, realizing the importance
of the positlion, ordered him to advence and capture the
road Jjunction if posaible.36 Hooker moved out, but met
8tiff resistance at the foot of a slope on which the enemy
was entrenched and also in the surrounding dense woods.
To make Hooker's advance more difficult, & severe thunder-
storm broke, and darkness found him still short of the
junction, There were 1,389 fewer men who answered roll
call in Hooker's Twentieth Corps that night.37 The morning
of May 26 found the enemy still stronglyzentranched with
the "difficult nature of the ground" delaying a Federal
atta@k,Ba
Sherman attempted to turn the right flank of the
Confederate force on May 27, but with no success, and on
the following dey he tried to turn the left flank which

was commanded by Hardee. Once again the Federal forces

35Walter H. Herbert, Fighting Joe Hooker (Indianapolis,
194l), pe 277,

36Sherman to Halleck, September 15, 1864, 0. R.,
Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 1, 66.

3THooker report, May 20, 186l, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 3, 125.

3BHerbert, Figshting Joe Hooker, p. 278.




1y

were thwarted and for the time being Shermen's drive was
stallad.39 Hocker, angered at the seemingly fruitless
maneuvering by Sherman, voiced his disapproval of the way

4o

Sherman was handling things, He wrote Thomas: '"Here-
after I request that it the Twentieth Corps may be kept
together, I have been supporting everybody and every-
thing.“ul Hooker also complained sbout errors in the maps
he received and about incorrect information sent him, as
well as the length of line to which he was assigned.uz
Thomes ignored Hooker's complaints, however, saying they
were not Justifiad.hB

Johnston, who had met with his three lieutenant
generals on May 27, plenned to take the offensive while
Sherman was in the midst of his attempted "turning"
moves, Hood was ordered to march through the night and
attack the enemy's left flank at daybreak on May 28, with

the musketry of Hood's corps serving as the signal for

Polk and Hardee to Join in the battle.uu But Johnston's

39Alfred H., Burne, Lee, Grant and Sherman (New York,
1939), p. 91

ugﬂarbert, Fighting Joe Hooker, p. 278.

ulﬂooker report, June 3, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,

XXXVIII, Part lj, 395.

b'%?ic:;c»h:enﬁ report, June 6, 186}, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part L, L20.

u3Whipple to Hooker, June 6, 186l, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part L4, L2l.

ouohnston, Narrative, pe. 33L.
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efforts were as frultless as those of Sherman. 7The Confed~
erate commander described the morning's activity:

We waited next morning for the signal agreed
upon . . . from the appointed time untll about 10
a,m,, when 2 message from the Lieutenant General
Hood was delivered to me by one of his aide~de~-
camps, to the effect that he had found Johnston's
division on the Federal left thrown back almost at
right angles to the general line and entrenching;
that, under such circumstances, he had thought it
inexpedient to attack, and asked for instructions.
I supposed, from the terms of this message, that
Hood's corps was in the presence of the enemy, and
that his movement and position belng known to them,
they would be prepared to repel his assault as soon
as he was to make it, after his alde~de~camp's return,
If the attack had been expedient when Lt., General
Hood's message was dispatched, the resulting delay,
by enabling the enemy to reinforce the threatened
point and to complete the entrenchments beguﬂ made
it no longer so, He was therefore recalled. 5

With the failure of Hood to attack at the pre=
arranged time, the Confederate troops were forced to re-
sume the defensive maneuver, while the Union troops slowly
advanced~-tactics which had already proven costly to both
sides in man power. The Union estimated its losses for
April and May at 10,528 killed and wounded, while Confed=
erate dead and wounded totaled 9,187.“6 As long as his
logses were not more than double that of the enemy, Sherman
considered himself in good condition., He explained:

I always estimated my force at about double his

Johnston , and could afford to lose two to one with-
out disturbing our relative proportion; but I also

451bid., p. 33L.
héLivermﬂre, Numbers, ppe. 119-120.
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reckoned that, in the natural strength of the country,

in the abundance of mountains, streams, and forests

he had a fair offset to our numerical superlority,

and therefore endeavored to act with reasonable W7

caution while moving on the vigorous "offensive" , . ..

On June 1, Sherman began s "slde-stepping" move with
his army, shifting his troops from their position near
New Hope Church acrosé the railrosd and parallel to
Johnston's srmy. Shermaen and the Federal army were near
Ackworth on June 8, and the Union commander still was in
his "side-stepping" process. Johnston and the Confederate
army were covering the roads to Atlanta, with Hardee's left
at Gilgal Church, Polk's right near the Ackworth and
Marietta roads, and Hood in reserve.hﬂ

The next five days saw Johnston continue to pursue
his defensive~wlthdrawing action, with Sherman pushing on.
On June 1, Johnston, accompanled by Hardee and Polk, sure
veyed the situation from atop Pine Mountain, trying to as-
certain whether to msintain an outpost there. As the three
generals turned to walk away, an outburst from a Unlon

battery splattered the hilltop. Johnston and Hardee raced

for cover "but the ponderous Bishop Polk refused to run and

MTWilliam T. Sherman, Memoirs of Gen. W. T. Sherman
(New York, 1892), II, L49.

L*Bﬂobert Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Buel,
Battles snd Leaders of the Civil War (New York, 1888),

' -
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as 8 result was killed by a shell from the second w;n::lley.“br9
The shell which killed Polk struck him in the side, enter-
ing his left arm, passing through his body and right arm,
and exploded upon striking a tree.so Johnston was moved
to tears when he turned to view the mangled body of his
corps commander, Johnston tolk Polk's troops:

You are called to mourn your first captaein,

your oldest compsnion in lines., Lt. General Polk

fell to-day at the outpost of this army=--the army

he raised and commanded, in all of whose victories

he contributed. 1In this distingulshed leader we have

lost the most courteous of gentlemen, the most gallant

of soldiers, This Christian, patriot, soldier has
nelther lived nor died in vain, His gfample is be=
fore you: his mantle rests with you.

Ultimately, the Confederates elected to give up Pine
Mountain because of 1ts position in front of the main
lines. And on June 19, they also yilelded Lost Mountain
without a struggle, as Johnston sought more favorable
ground.52 However, as Johnston withdrew to safer terrain,g
the Union Army of the Cumberland attacked. Johnston con-
tracted his lines and the Unlon Twentleth Corps, commanded

by Hooker, was ordered to push forward vigorously in

thiddall Hart and Basil Henry, Sherman, Soldler,
Realist, American (New York, 1929), p. 263.

Scstanley E. Horn, The Army of Tennessee (Indianapolis,
1941), p. 332.

511pid., p. 332.
SzJohnaan and Buel, Battles and Leaders, IV, 271.
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pursuit.SB The combination of dense woods, rain, and
swollen creeks made the advance difficult for Hooker, and
by June 22 the Federal troops were still five miles from
Marietta on a ridgg top. Here, Hooker directed his men
to dig in, Prisoners' reports painted a gloomy outlook
for Hooker, as they informed the Union general that the
whole Confederste Army of Tennessee was marching upon his
position.sh Hooker became alarmed and appealed to Sherman
for reinforcements throughout the afternoon of the 22nd,
finally signalling Sherman: "We have repulsed two heavy
attacks and feel confident, our only apprehension being
from our extreme right flank., Three entire corps are in
front of us.“55
Instead of being reinforced, Hooker was severely
reprimanded by Sherman for failure to send his appeals
for help through proper chﬁnnals.s6 Sherman made much of
Hooker's sentence, "Three entire corps are in front of us,"

because there were only three corps in Johnston's entire

army.57 The followlng dey, Sherman rode over to Hooker's

SBThomaa to Hooker, June 19, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part l, B522.

sthomas to Sherman, June 22, 186, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part b, 559.

55Hooker report, June 22, 186l, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part L, 558.
561p14.

SZHerbert, Fighting Joe Hooker, p. 280.
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area and as 1t started to rain they sought shelter in a
nearby church, Hooker was the recipient of s stern lecture
from his commanding general for sending false dlspatches
and was warned that "such a thing must not occur again,"
Sherman later remarked, "I reproved him more gently than
the occasilon damanded."58

Sherman, disgruntled over the action of some of his
subordinate generals and restless for sction, drew up a
plan of attack on June 26, and on the following day he
sent his forces against heavily fortified Kennesaw Mountain.
The Union army was aware that the Confederate stronghold
was heavily defended, as Thomas had made a reconnaisaence
prior to the battle and reported:

During that entlre search of almost half a day

I did not see one place that seemed to me to afford

the slightest prospect of success. The place

iigglggegﬁgagsigégzglg?ggen,more because the enemy's

Sherman defied the warnings of Thomas, not because he
was confident the position could be taken, but because "the
enemy and our own officers had settled down into a convic-
tion that I could not assault fortified lines." The Union
commander added, "All looked to me to outflank. An army

to be efficlent must not settle down to a single mode of

SSSherman, Memoirs, II, 59.

Sguilitarx Soclety of Massachusetts Papers, VIII,
480, as cited in Dyer, Rock of Chickamauga, p. 220.
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offense, but must be prepared to execute any plan which
promises succesé.“

The battle of Kennesaw Mountain became one of the most
bloody of the Civil War, The assault began at 9 a.,m., on

the 27th of June, and two and one~hslf hours later Sherman

admitted that "the assult was over, and had failed.“él

The Union counted 2,051 casualties among itvs 1,174 ef=-
fectives for the day, while the Confederates listed 432
wounded and killed from & force of 17,733‘62

One Confederate soldler described the flghting:

The Yankees seemed very obstinate and in no
hurry to get away from our front and we had to keep
up the firing and shooting then in self defense.
They seemed to walk up and take death as coolly as
if they were automatic or wooden men . . . . It
was verily a life and death grapple. We could not
be reinforced on account of our position, and we had
to stand up to the rack, fodder or no fodder, When
the Yankees fell back and the fighting ceased, I
never saw 80 many broken down and exhausted men in
my life. I was as sick as a horse and as wet with
blood and sweat as I could be; and many of our men
were vomiting witp egcssaive fatigue, over~exhaustion
and sunstroke, . . .03

On June 29, a truce was called so that the Unlon could

bury its dead,éu and on the same day Johnston was reinforced

603nerman to Halleck, September 15, 186L, O. R.,
Serles 1, XXXVIII, Part 1, 68.

élJohnson and Buel, Bettles and Leaders, IV, 272.

62L1v&rmore, Numbers, pp. 120-121.

6Bﬁorn, The Army of Tennessee, p. 336.

6hSharman, Memoirs, 1I, 60.
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by 3,000 members of the Georgla state troops, commanded
by General G, W. Smith.65 When fighting resumed, the
Federal army hacked at Johnston's flank and swung around
Kennesaw Mountain, hoping to cross the raln-swollen
Chattahoochee River, but a line of Confederate barricades
slowed the Union army at Ruff's Station, halfway b etween
Marietta and the river., Sherman ordered Thomas to pursue
closely and capture Johnston before he got across the
Chattahoochee River, and Thomas spurred his Army of the
Cumberland into hested pursuit, catching the Confederate
rear guard below Marietta. The Confederate line was
stubborn, however, and Sherman himself rode up and im-
patiently informed Thomas: "Johnston is crossing the
Chattahoochee, There ls nothing in front of you but
skirmishers."66 Meantime, Sherman hurried McPherson and
the Army of Tennessee around on a long expedition to
Roswell, a factory town which lay sbout 20 miles northeast
of the railroad as the river coursed. At the same time,
Thomas threw up breastwork3.67 But Johnston eluded the

pursuing Federal forces, escaped with his army across the

65smith report, September 15, 186}, O. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 3, 970.

6630ciety of the Army of the Cumberland, 1898 Reunion,
Ragort, . 123, as cited 1n Dyer, Rock of Chickamauga,
Pe '

67Ib1d.




22

Chattahoochee and began mapping strategy for a prolonged
defensive war.

The Atlanta campaign up to this point followed a
pattern of consistent strategic withdrawals by Johnston
and steady pursult by Shermen., Johnston, his forces oute
numbered by those of Sherman, mapped a brilliant defensive
campaign. He studied the terrain closely and was familiar
with his surroundings, and his wethod of retreat was a
slow, methodical movement. Shermen was forced to resort
to "turning movements," forcing the Confederate army to
fall back by repeatedly turning its flanks. Thus, a
pattern had been set: Johnston retreating slowly end
Sherman pushing éhaadw—a pattern which could result in a

prolonged campaign,



CHAPTER Il
CONFUSION IN COMMAND

Johnston held the Chattahoochee line for twenty=-six
days, carefully noting activities of the Union army and
walting for the time when he could act to advantage. ’Al-
though considerable skirmishing took place during this
period, Johnston was unsble to take the offensive because
of a scarclty of ammunition and his desire to save all his
supplies for the criticsl moment, if and when it arrived.l

President Davis grew impatient at the delay. Davis,
himself a8 West Point graduate, would much rather have been
in Johnston's position than in his own., He had expressed
surprise and diseppointment when elected to the presidency,
saying he felt he was not as well suited for the office as
some others and adding, "I thought myself better adapted
to command in the fiald.“a

The fact that Johnston believed in fighting a defensive

war, while Davis was anxious for action at Chattahoochee

was not the first point on which they had disagreed. In

lpon Seitz, Braxton Bragg: General of the Confederacy,
(Columbia, 192’.}.), Pe L{.hl}o

2Gus tavus W. Smith, Confederate War Papers (New York,
188lL), pp. 1h=15.
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October, 1861, Generals Beauregard, G. W, Smith and
Johnston voiced thelr opposition to Davis for hls re-
peated refusal to reinforce the Confederate army, Smith

wrote:

When the President had thus clearly and positively
stated hils inabllity to put this Army in the condition
deemed by the CGenerals necessary before entering upon
an active cempaign, 1t was felt that it might be better
to run the risk of slmost certain destruction fighting
upon the other side of the Potomsc, rather than see the
gradual dying out end deterioration of this army . . . .
It was felt that there was no other course leff but to
take a defensive position and awalt the enemy.

On July 15, 1863, Davis reprimanded Johnston for his
objection to the inclusion of Mississippi in his command.

Davis wrote:

Your dispatch of the 5th instant, stating that
you "considered! your "assignment to the immediate
command in Mississippi" as giving you a "new position"
and as "limiting your authority," being a repetition
of a statement which you were informed was a grave
error . , ., . That there may be no possible room for
further mistake in the matter, I em compelled to re~-
capitulate the substance of all orders and instructions
given to you, so far as they bear on this qguestion . . .
On the 2lith November last you were assigned, by Special
Order No. 275, to a definite geographical command,
The descrlption includes a portion of Western North
Carolina, and Northern Georgia, the States of Tennessee,
Alebama, and Mlssissippl, and that part of the State
of Loulsisna east of the Mississippl River . . . .
This command by its terms embraced the armies under
command of Gen. Bragg in Tennessee, of Gen. Pemberton
at Vicksburg, ss well as those at Port Hudsgg, Mobile,
and the forces in Eastern Tennessee . . . .

31bid., pp. 18-19.

uJoseph E. Johnston, Narrative of Military Operations,
Directed During the Late War between the States (New York,
187L), pp. 230-2i1.




25

Johnston argued that he could not adequately include
Mississippl under his commend; that the amount of terri-

tory assigned was too great for him to command. Johnston
took the rebuke from Davis as belng "obnoxious" and the
Confederate general added: "My bellef that he]:Daviq]
was incapable of an absurdity too gross to have been corne-
mitted by the government of any other civilized nation,
certainly should not have brought upon me his harsh cen-
n5

sure.

The feud between Johnston and Davis continued on
March 18, 186l., when the general wrote the Confederate

preslident:

My department is destitute of mules. I must,
therefore depend on the Quartermaster's Department
for them . . . . There has been unnecessary accu=
milation of breadstuffs and corn at Mobile--six
months! supply for a much larger force than Major
General Maury's (commander at Mobile). Half of it
will spoil during the summer, 1f left at Mobile.
It would be economical, therefore, os well as con-
veniegt, to transfer that portion of it to this
army.

Johnston received no reply to his letter and on March 22
he wrote Bragg: "The fact that my letter of the 18th .
not answered made me apprehend that my correspondence

with General Bragg in relation to the spring campaigh had
not been understood by the President." !

5Ibid., p. 2L3. 01bid., pp. 295-297.
T1pid., p. 299.
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At the seme time, Hood was adding to Johnston's diffi-
culties with Davis. On March 7, 186l, Hood wrote the
President:

I am exceedingly anxious, as I expressed to you be-

fore leaving Richmond, to have this Army strengthened,

s0 as to enable us to move to the rear of the enemy
and with s certainty of success . . . . We should
march to the front as soon as possible, so as not to
allow the enemy to concentrate and advance upon

US o o o o Iaam eager for us to take the initia-

tive « « + &

And on April 13, Hood wrote Bragg:

Sorry to inform you that I have done all in my power

to induce General Johnston to accept the proposition

you made to move forward. He will not consent, as he
desires the troops to be sent here . . . . When we

are to be In better condition to drive the eneny

from our country, I am not able to comprehend.

Hood had formed a somewhat inflated opinion of him-
self during his winter in Richmond, where he rested from
wounds prior to joining Johnston's command., Durlng his
stay in the Confederate capital, he was taken into Davis!'
confidence and often conferred with Bragg. Hood criticized
Johnston's defensive campaign from the outset and communicated
with Davis and Bragg frequently without traditional regard
for military channels. In such manner, the three of them--

Hood, Davis and Bragg~~created a situatlion whereby a corps

aﬂichard O'Connor, Hood: Cavalier General (New York,
1951), p. 188,

91bid., pp. 188-189,
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commander was on more confidential terms with the adminis-
tration than was his commanding officer.lo
While in Richmond, Hood had cultivated the friendship
of Mrs, Mary Chestnut, wife of General James Chestnut of
South Carolina, who was "high in the court of Davis";
and Sally Preston, daughter of General Preston, who was a
familiar figure at presidential receptions, Thus, Hood
had taken special efforts to cultivate friends of ﬁavis.ll
He told Mrs, Chestnut one day:

The President was finding fault with some of his
officers in command, and I sald, "Mr,., President, why
don't you come and_lead us yourself; I would follow
you to the death." 12
The politico-military trisngle between Hood, Johnston

and Davis, as well as thelr followers, ended bitterly for
all concerned, for by the spring of 186l it had become a
war of attrition. Johnston believed that the Confederacy's
only hope of survival was by a defensive war, with retreats
and counter-offensives, thus conserving man power and
resources ; Davis wanted to taeke the offensive and drive
the Union forces back, possibly capturing some northern
cities in the process; and Hood, when dispatched to the
West from Richmond, was in agreement with the President .3
Hood had fought under Johnston as a brigade officer

at Yorktown, Eltham's Landing and Seven Pines. When he

101bid., p. 187. 1lipid., p. 179.
121p14., p. 180. 131bid., p. 182.
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arrived at Army Headquarters at Dalton to join Johnston's
western command, Hood was a different man from the one who
had with enthusiasm executed prior orders. "He had been
flattered soclally; pampered by the Confederate statesmen

up to and including Davis; pralsed for his sascrifices; in-
formed night and day that he was & knlght aend cavaliler

nllt

Therefore, it was no wonder that he was quick to find fault

such as had not walked the earth since King Arthur's day.

with Johnston, whose hatred of Davis was described by Mary
Chestnut as amounting "to a religion. With him it colors
all things. He hates not wisely but too well."ls

As Johnston and the Confederate army sat tight at
the Chattahoochee, rumors spread throughout Richmond that
he would contlnue to retreat and abandon Atlanta to its
fate. Georgia Governor Joseph E. Brown joined Johnston
in urging reinforcements, requesting specifically cavalry
to attack Sherman's rear. Davis and Bragg held that the
"disparity of force" in Georgia "was less than elsewhere"
and 80 let matters stand yet arguing that localities had
to be held. Brown, when getting the negative reply from

Davis, promised Johnston he would raise 10,000 men in ten

days.16
h1pid., p. 186. 15Tbid., p. 185.
16

Seitz, Bragg, p. Lil.
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Johnston's following in the Uonfederate Congress be-
came alarmed at the growlng rumors of his possible dis-
missal and dispatched a committee to visit him, hoping to
induce him to act before it was too late. George G. Vest,
a senator from Missouri, was one member of the body. He
reported the visit to Johnston thus:

The committee informed the general of President Davis'

attitude and he became very indignant, "You may tell

Mr. Davis,' he said, "that 1t would be folly for me

under the clrcumstances to risk a decisive engagement,

My plan 1s to draw Sherman further and further from

his base in the hope of weskening him and by cutting

his army in two. That is my only hope of defeating
him . . . . I know Mr, Devis thinks that he cen do =
great many things that other men would hesitate to
attempt., For inastance, he tried to do what God had
falled to do. He tried to make a soldier of Braxtonl

Bragg and you know the result, It couldn't be done !/

While Johnston was talking with the committee, a
courler informed him that Sherman's army was crossing the
Chattahoochee, with one division across Peach Tree Creek.
Johnston rose and sald: "Gentlemen, the time has come to
strike. Sherman has cut his army into three pleces and I
believe now, by rapid movements, I can whip him in de~
taill . " 18

Johnston had selected the high ground above Peach Tree
Creek as hils point of defense, intending to strike Sherman's

19
force as it split to cross the creek, but he never had a

chance to put his plan into effect., On July 17 he was

171v1d., p. Lb5. 181p14.,
191p14.
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relieved of command. Just how much importance a vigit from
Bragg to Johnston was to the latter's dismissal 1s undeter-
mined, Bragg, on July 1lhi, 186l, reported to Johnston that
he was en route to Lieutenant General 8, D. Lee's head~-
quarters and planned to confer with Lieutenant General .,
Kirby Smith to see what reinforcements they could offer.
"His visit to me was unofficial, he assured me," Johnston
wrote. "We had no other conversation concerning the Army

of Tennessee."
Johnston added:

Supposing he had been sent by the President to
learn and report upon the condltlon of military
affairs . « » I described them to him briﬁfly « + 0
and proposed to send for the lisutenant genersls,
that he might obtaln such minute attention frou
them as he desired. He replied that he would be
glad to see those officers es friends, but only in
that way . . + . He talked much more of military
affairs in Virginia than those of Georgla, asserting
what I belleved, that Sherman's army exceeded Grant's
in fighting force; and impressed.upgg me distinctly
that hils visit was merely personal.

However, Bragg!'s statement that the trip was a per-
sonal one and that it was unofficial was an evasion, for
he was glven the following dispatch on July 9, 186l:

8ir: You will proceed to Georgla, confer with
General Johnston in relation to military affairs
there, and then, as circumstances may lndicate,
visit the country west or east of Atlante, with a
view to such dispositions and preparations as may
best promote the ends and objects which have been
discussed between us. It is deslirable you should
reach Atlanta ss soon as practable., Your movements

201pid., pp. LL5-LL6. 2l1pig.
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thence will be governed by your discretion, remember-

ing, however, that your services here are dally needed,

and your return desired at as early a day as public
duties elsewhere will pﬁgmib. Very Respectfully

Yours, Jefferson Davis.

Bragg, upon his arrival in Atlents on July 13, had
telegraphed Davis: "Our army all south of the Chatta-
hoochee, and indications seem to favor an entire evacu-
ation of this place." Later on the same day he again
telegraphed Davis: "Our army is sadly depleted, and now
reports 10,000 less than the returns of the 1l0th of June.

I find but little encouraging."?3

On July 15, after his talk with Johnston, Bragg re-
ported to Davis:

He EJohnatouJ has not sought my advice, and it

was not volunteered. I cannot learn that he has

any more plans for the future than he has had in the

past. It is expected he will await the enemy on a

line some three miles from here, and the impression 2l

prevalls that he is now more inclined to fight . . . .

Bragg dispatched a messenger to Richmond later in the
day in which he reported that no offensive operation ap-
peared to be planned by Johnston; that there was much dis-
appointment and dissatisfaction; that the Union army had
taken a great adventage and could possibly destroy Montgomery
"with 8 mere raid"; and that there was only one remedy=--
offensive action. Bragg alsc suggested that 1f a change

in commanders should be deemed necessary, "Lieutenant

221v1d., pp. LL6-LLT. 231pid., p. W4T,

2h1ypy 4.,
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General Hood would glve unlimited satisfaction, and my
estimate of him, always high, has been raised by his con-
duct in this campaign.”25

Johnston received notification on July 17, 186, that
he was being rellieved of command. The order from 3., Cooper,
adjutent and inspector general, read:

Lieutenant General J. B, Hood has been com-
missioned to the temporary rank of general under the
late law of Congress, I am directed by the Secretary
of War to inform you that as you have falled to ar-
rest the advance of the enemy in the vicinity of
Atlanta, fer in the interior of Georglia, and express
no confidence that you can defeat or repel him, you
are hereby relieved of command of the Army and Depart-
ment of Tennessee, whégb you will immediately turn
over to General Hood,

Johnston bade farewell to his troops, saying:

I cannot leave this noble army without expressing
my admiration of the high military qualities 1t has
displayed. A long and arduous campaign has made con-
spicuous every soldierly virtue, endurance of toil,
obedience to orders, brilliant courage. The enemy has
never attacked but to be repulsed and severely punished.
You, soldiers, have never argued but from courasge, and
never counted your foes. No longer your leader, I
will still watch your career, and will rejoice in your
victories. To one and all I offer assur$nces of friend-
ship, and bid an affectionate farewell.Z

The removal of Johnston from command displeassed the

troops. When asked what he thought of the change of

251b1d9’ ppp MB"'M%-90

Zécooper to Johnston, July 17, 186l, The War of the
Rebellion, Official Records of the Union end Confederate
Armies (Washington, 1891), Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 5, U85.
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commanders, one Missouri soldier sald, "Oh, Sir, we are
mightily cut down about it! The bowb-proofs and the news-
papers complain of his retreats. Why, we did not miss a
meal from Dalton to Atlanta, and we were always ready for
the fight, We never felt we were retreat&ng."ga A soldier
from Tennessee said: "I saw, I will say, thousands of men
ery like babies--regular, old-fashioned boohoo, boohoo,
bochao.“29

Whereas the soldlers respected Johnston, their opinions
varied considerably in regard to Hood. A iieutenant from
Mississippl wrote: "Hood is the most unpopular General in
the army and some of the troops are swearing they will not
fight under him . . . all regret that Johnston is gcne."30
The change in command pleased Sherman, for the Union genw-
eral believed "that character of a leader is a large factor
in the geame of war.," Schofield, Hood and McPherson had
graduated in the same class from West Point: McPherson
number one, Schofleld number seven, and Hood number forty-
four, Knowing this, Sherman said, "I was pleased st this

change" in command.

anohnaon, A Memoir, p. 303.

29Barl Schenck Miers, The General Who Marched to Hell
(New York, 1951), p. 127.

308611 Irwin Wiley, Life of Johnny Reb; the Gommon
Soldier of the Confederacy (New York, 9L3), p. 241,

31Miers, The General, p. 127.
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Among those objecting to Johnston's removal in favor
of Hood was Robert E. Lee, in command of Confederate forces
in Virginia. When notifled by Davis that a change in com-
mand was contemplated, Lee warned that a change of com=
mend wes dangerous, and that "we may lose Atlanta and the
army, t00 . . « o We must risk much . « . " Lee added,
that 1f Johnston were to be removed, Hardee might be a
more able successor than Hood. "General Hardee has more
experience in managing an army . . . ," Lee 3816.32

Thus, the die was cast In Georgila and the Confederacy
was about to spring from under its cloak of defenslve
warfare and take the offensive. The Confederacy had elected
to dismiss & capable leader in Johnston, replacing him with

Hood, & man who had never before commanded an army of this

size.

3201Gonnor, Cavalier General, pp. 199-200.




CHAPTER III
BATTLE OF PEACH TREE CREEK

When Johnston turned over command of the Army of
Tennessee to Hood, he explained his plans to him. It was
Johnston's plan to engage the Unlon forces while they were
split in crossing Peach Tree Creek. If unsuccessful, the
divergence of the Federal line of retreat would enable the
Confederate forces to secure decisive results; if unsuc-
cessful, Johnston felt he had a safe place of refuge in
the nearby Confederate trenches. By holding the ground,
Johnston felt he could keep back Sherman's forces until
the promised 10,000 men from Governor Brown arrived.

Once the Georglan troops arrived, it was Johnston's in-
tention to use those troops to man the works of Atlanta

on the side nearest Peach Tree Creek, leisurely falling
back into the city with the remainder of his Confederate
army. Then, when the Federal army spproached Atlanta he
would march his Confederate army in force against the enemy,
hoping to drive Sherman back to the Chattahoochee where
there were no fords, or to the east, cutting the Union

forces off from thelr communications. At worst, the

35



36

Confederate army had a secure place of refuge in Atlanta,
where Johnston felt he could hold out forever.

Peach Tree Creek runs north of Atlenta and was pass-
able by two fords. Hood faithfully tried to carry out
Johnston's plan, and attacked Sherman as he split his
force to cross the creek. Hood elected to take advantage
of a gap between Schofield and Thomas. After attacking
and wiplng out Thomas' command, he planned to envelop the
other two armies in turn, But Sherman had called upon
Howard to take two divisions and plug the gap. While cross-
ing Peach Tree Creek, Thomas reported that there was skir-
mishing to his right and to his front. Hood, hoping to
deceive Sherman, had sent wheeler and 2,500 cavalrymen
to Hold McPherson and Schofield, with Cheatham's corps
to be used to widen the gap between the Federal left and
right.z

Although delayed by Cheatham getting into position
late, Hood launched his attack at l} p.m. on Thomas' force,
the onset of the attack falling mostly on Newton and
Hooker., Thomas, upon hearing the attack, rushed forward
and directed the defense in person, but the 1mpetua of
the Confederate attack could not be halted.s Then the

lJoaeph E. Johnston, Narrative of Military Operations,
Directed During the Late War Between the States (New York,
187L), pp. 280-281.

2Freeman Gleaves, Rock of Chickamauga: The Life of

General George H. Thomas (Norman, Oklahoma, 19L8), p. 229.
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Union artlllery opened up; Hood retreated, reformed, and
attacked agelin, only to be driven back, The Confederate
troops attacked still e third time, Hood feeling out the
Federal line for & possible weskness, butrthe withering
cannon fire agaln drove the rebels back--this time to the
trenches prepared by Johnaton.3

Hood's initiel success in the attack was partially
due to the fact that Thomas had been given & bad map, one
showing Peach Tree Creek to be shorter than it was. As a
result, Thomas' Fourteenth Corps was so fer to the fight
that it was completely out of action., Newton was well for-
ward and on Thomas' left, so the assault hit his rear and
left flank, Making matters worse for the Union, all three
divisions of the Twentieth Corps were forced to cross by
the same bridge and were in the mldst of moving acrocss
when the attack occurred. These forces scrambled to
positions south of the creek and left most of thelr ar-
tillery on the north side of the creek. The determining
factor that saved the Union forces from a rout was the
fact that Thomas had ridden forward, percelved the situa-
tion as "an artillerist's dream," and had poured artillery
into the advancing columns in close formation along the
valley bottoms. Thomas brought the whole mass of guns into

action at once, catching the Confederstes in a vicious

31bid., pp. 230-231.
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cross fire of cannon from ahead and musketry from the
flank.u
Hood blamed part of his failure on Johnston's de-
parture, claiming that Johnston had left in such a hurry
that he was not certain where all his troops were posted.
Hood pulled his forces back to Atlanta, hoping to
build new inner defenses against Schofield and Thomas to
the north and east of the city., This time, Hood planned
to send Hardee's corps on a night march from Atlanta to
the Confederate right, while attacking with the main force
against McPherson. If successaful, Hardee would swing wide,
circle the PFederal right, and attack McPherson's rear,
driving McPherson's troops back on Schofield toward the
Confederate defenses to the east of Atlanta. Cheatham,
on the right of this new line of defense, was to atbtack
when the Federals were driven in on him, pushing them down
Peach Iree Creek on Thomas.6
But Hood's well~lald plans went awry, as Hardee was

unable to move all his troops out of Atlante until nearly

midnight, and because of the late departure, was forced to

hFletcher Pratt, Eleven Generals (New York, 1949),
pp. 203-20L.

SEarl Schenck Miers, The General Who Marched to Hell
(New York, 1951), p. 138.

6Hood's report, February 15, 186}, The War of the Re~
bellion, Official Records of the Unlon and Confederate
Armies (Weshington, 1891), Series 1, XXXVLili, Part 3, 631;
hereinafter cited as Q0. R.
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take & circuitous route, When he finally made his belated
arrival on McPherson's troops he found that McPherson's
left was secured by breastworks and abatis. Too, McPherson
had, apparently almost by accldent, reinforced his left
with Grenville M. Dodge's corpa.7

Thus, when Hardee attackec it was a flank attack,
rather than a turning movement. Dodge, who was moving
his corps into position, was turned by Hardee's surprise
attack, Hardee, suddenly reelizing that he was meeting
stiffer opposition than expected, rushed a courier to
Wheeler at Decatur, requesting him to join the main attack
with all speed possible. Wheeler left Decatur, but his
cavalry was not enough to give the Confederates a victory
and the rebels were driven back. .

The battle had taken its toll, though. In addition
to heavy casualties on both sides, the Union had lost one
of its most capable leaders. McPherson, who had just left
a conference with Sherman when the attack took place,
hastened to Dodge. Satisfied that Dodge could hold his
position, he started to check the rest of his line and
galloped off on horseback., He had gone only about 100 yards

Trhomas R. Hay, "The Atlanza Campaign," Georgia His~
torical Quarterly, VII (1923), 4O; Dodge's report, November
?;, IBEL‘., . .3 Serles 1, XXXVIII, Part 3. 38}4.-

8jonn P. Dyer, "Fightin' Joe" Wheeler (Baton Rouge,
1941), pp. 179-180,
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when he ran across a skirmish line of Confederates. They
loudly demanded his surrender, but the Union general waved
his het in the air and wheeled to gallop away. He was cut
down by a volley and wmortally wounded, Although his staff
had been scattered and he was alone with an orderly, who
was captured, news of his death was carried to the Union
lines by a wounded Federal soldier who managed to get away
and report the Union's great loss, The tide of battle
shifted in a matter of moments, McPherson's body was re-
covered and several of the skirmishers captured. Some of
McPherson's equipment was found on the prisoners, including
a dispatch from Shermen which detailed the day's plana.g
McPherson was replaced by General John A. Logan in
the midst of the battle, and there was conslderable con-
fusion as Logan took command, but not enough to csuse the
Union forces to give ground.lo After the battle subsided,
Sherman was urged by President Abraham Lincoln to appoint
Hooker commander of the Army of Tennessee, Lincoln being
of the belief that Hooker was a more competent and experi-
enced general, However, Sherman declined Lincoln's request,
and the Unlon president repeated the request. Upon Lincoln's

gecond request to name Hooker commander of the Army of

97acob D. Cox, The Army in the Civil War (New York,

103herman to Halleck, July 25, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 248.
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Tennessee, Sherman replied that he would not do so under
the threat of resignation., If Hooker were to be given com-
mand of the troops formerly commanded by McPherson, Sherman
sald his resignation was "at the service of the President."ll
Thomas did not want to see Logan in permanent command
of the Army of Tennessee, feeling that Logan was too the=
atrical. He deseribed Logan as being "brave enough and a
good officer but if he had an army I am afraid he would
edge over on both sides and annoy Schofield and me.“lz
The appointment was then given to General O. 0.
Howard, the first of numerous changes in command to be
made by Sherman as the Union army prepared for a long
siege of Atlanta.l3
Hooker, who had voiced dissatlsfaction over Howard
being given command of the Army of Tennessee when he was
the senior of the two, tendered his resignation on the
ground that his "rank and service had been ignored." Sher-
man accepted the resignation, adding that it was "approved

and heartily reaommendedi"lu Sherman had remarked upon

reming Howard commander of the Army of Tennessee:

1lyalter H. Herbert, Fighting Joe Hooker (Indianapolis,
19’4}-‘»)’ po 286¢

12, ¥, Dawson, Life and Services of Gen. John A.
Logan (Chicago, 1886), pp. 516-510.

13Halleck to Sherman, July 26, 1864, O. K., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, p. 260,

luWilliam T+ Sherman, Memoirs of Gen. W. I. Sherman
(New York, 1892), II, LY.



All are well pleased with General Howard's ap-

pointment but Generals Logsn and Hooker . . . .

General Hooker is offended because he thinks he is

entitled to the command. I must be honest and say

he is not qualified or sulted to it. He talks of

quitting . . . I shell not object. He is not in-

dispensable to our success, He 1s welcome to my
place if the President awards it, but I cannot name
him to so }?portant a command as the Army of the

Tennessee,

After Hooker departed, Sherman wrote: "He 1s en-
vious, imperious end a braggert. Self prevalled with him
and knowing him intimstely I honestly preferred Howard."lé

Sherman often has been criticized because of his ac-
tions in the battle of Peach Tree Creek on July 21 because
he did not go ahead and enter Atlanta. He had two armies
idle that day, the Army of the Cumberland, which was two
thirds as large as the Army of Tennessee, and the Army of
Ohio, his largest army. Schofield, upon urging Sherman
to let him attack, was told by the Union commander: "Let
the Army of the Tennessee fight it out this time." Later,
in speaking of the battle, Sherman regretted the fact that
he did not allow Schofield to attack., Persons close to
Sherman felt that the loss of McPherson took the Union

genersl's attention away from everything at the time except
17

the Army of Tennessee.

15Sherman to Halleck, July 27, 186k, 0. R,, Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 272.

léﬁarbert, Fighting Joe Hooker, p. 286.

grenville Dodge, The Battle of Atlanta and Other
Campaigns, Addresses, Etc., (Council Bluffs, Lowa, 1910),
p. 50.
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When Sherman elected tc use only one of his armies,
it enabled Hood to retreat to the city of Atlanta and dig
in intrenchments there. Once Hood was in the city, Sherman
saw only one avenue of escape for him, that being the Macon
Road. The Union commander was content with keeping Hood
in the city and began efforts to cut off his escape to
Macon, saying: "I would rather that Hood should fight
1t out at Atlante then to retreat farther toward Macon,"18
Sherman planned to move against Atlanta on July 27
after strongly intrenching his front from a hill on the
south side of Proctort's Creek to the railroad east of
the city., He planned to move the Army of the Tennessee
to the right, threatening East Point and forcing Hood
to abandon Atlanta, or at least allow the Union troops to
occupy the railroad south of the city., At the same time,
the Union commander planned to send 3,500 cavalry troops
under command of General McCook to the right of the city
and about 5,000 cavalry troops under the command of General
Stoneman to the left, Stoneman was to reach the rallroad
near Griffin, and, if possible, to proceed to Macon and
release the Union prisoners there, After succeeding in his
mission to Macon, Stoneman was to advance with about 2,000

men to Andersonville and release prisoners there. Sherman

183herman to Grant, July 25, 1864, O. R., Series 1,

XXXVIII, Part 5, 247.
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realized that he had outlined a difficult plan for Stoneman,
but added:

This 1s probably more than he can accomplish, but
it is worthy of a determined effort. While these are
in progress I will, wlth the main srmy, gizs employment
to all of the rebel army still in Atlanta.

MeCook was the first to report trouble once Sherman
began to move on Atlanta. At 9 p.m. on July 27, he re-
ported that he had encountered pickets neer Campbellton
and was unable to cross the river there because the "whole
river" was plcketed., He stated that he would be delayed
in crossing, probably attempting to cross below his present
position the next morning.20

At the same time, Kilpetrick and the Third Division
of Cavalry pushed ahead with eight artillery pieces and
about 1,000 men, breaking through Confederate lines near
Fairburn, crossing the West Point Railroasd, and, after
severe fighting, reaching the Atlanta and Mecon Rallrosad.
Kilpatrick managed to destroy much of the railroad track
and burn considerable public property before being forced
back.21

Meanwhile, Sherman was planning to march toward East

Point, taking it for granted that Hood would shift his

19 nerman to Halleck, July 26, 186l, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 260-261, \

aoMcCook report, July 27, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,

XXXVIII, Part 5, 27h4.

alJames Moore, Kilpatrick and Our Cavalry (New York,
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front to prepare for an attack from that direction, Sherman
thought that 1f he could manage to get Hood to extend his
line far enough, he would extend out of Atlanta.aa

However, as Sherman began his move toward East Point,
Schofield reported that the Confederate troops were still
in force to his front, but that about 500 cavalry troops
had moved out in the direction of D&catur.23

Nevertheless, Sherman continued with his plan, the
Army of Tennessee marching around Thomas toward Ezra
Church, which was located about four miles west of Atlanta.
It was while the Union Army was conducting its "turning
movement" that Hood again took the initiative. Hoping to
save his rall communications, he ordered Lieutenant General
Stephen D. Lee to take Hood's old corps and march directly
on Howard. At the same time, Stewart's corps would swing
south of Ezra Church and come up on Howard's rear.eu

The Confederate attack struck the right of Howard's
line about 11:30 a.m. on July 28, the brunt of the attack
falling on General Logan and the Fifteenth Corps. Fight-

ing continued for approximately four hours before the

223nerman to Schofield, July 27, 186k, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 274-275.

23schofield to Sherman, July 27, 186k, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 275.

2l 5onn P. Dyer, The Gallant Hood (Indianapolis, 1950),
p. 262.
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Confederates ratreatad.as Hood had not counted on the
stubborn resistance and wes forced to alter his plans
after the attack began, sending Stewart to Lee's ald and
then dispatching Hardee in the afternoon to "ride with sll
haste to direct Lee snd Stewart at Ezra Church," But by

the time Hardee arrived, the Confederates already had been

beaten back.26

It was Hood's opinion that

One corps struggled nobly, whilst the neighboring
corps frustrated its effort by simple inactivity;
and whilst the entire Army might fight desperately
one day, 1t would fail in action the following day.
Stewart's gallant attack on the twentleth was neu-
tralized by Hardee's inertness on the right; and the
failure in the battle of the twenty-second is to be
attributed also to the effect of the "timid defensive"
policy upon this ofricer, who, although a brave and
gallant soldier, neglected to obey orders . . . and
swing awag7 totally independent of the main body of
the Army.

Hood, therefore, blamed the defest at Ezra Church on
the inability of his troops "in bringing sbout united
action."za In all, the battles of July 20, 22 and 28 had
claimed nearly 22,500 Confederate dead, wounded, and miss-
ing. Union losses for the same battles were estimated at

2
6,200.%7

25Howard to Sherman, July 28, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 283.

Zényar,’The Gallant Hood, p. 26l.

27Miers, The General, p. 150. 28Ibid., p. 150,

ngenson J. Lossing, Pictorial History of the Civil War
in the United States of Americs (Hartford, 1868), 1II, 39L.
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The wszra Church battle was the first in which Howard
had experienced command of the Army of Tennessee, and
Sherman was highly pleased with his choice of commanders,

- saying,
He [Howard] evidently aimed to reconcile Gen.

Logan in his disappointment, and to galn the heart

of his army, to which he was a strenger, He very

properly left Gen., Logan to fight his own corps, but

exposed himself freely; and, after the firing had
ceased, iIn the afternoon he walked the lines; the

men, as reported to me, gathered about him in the

most affeetionate way, and he at once gained their

respect and confidence, To this fact I at the time

attached much importance, for it put me at ease as 30

to the further conduct of that most important earmy.

Despite the victory at kzra Church, Sherman wes unable
to follow up the advantage because of the Confederate ar-
tillery fire and the parapets of Atlanta, which he described
as presenting "a well-filled line wherever we approach
them.” The Union commander sent Thomas on e reconnaissance
toward Hast Point, with Schofield moving to the left, He
did not yet know the results of the raids by McCook and

1
Kilpatrick on the Macon and Atlanta Railroad.3
Amid rumors of evacuation of Atlanta,Bz Sherman re-

ceived a report of the success of McCook's mission: he

BOSherman, Memoirs, II, 91.

3lsherman to Halleck, July 29, 186l, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 289,

BZSh&rman to Thomas, August 1, 1864, 0. K., Series 1,
XXXVIiiI, Part 5, 321,
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had destroyed 12 miles of the railroad and a bridge, in ad-
dition to 500 wagons.33 But there was little rejoicing in
the Union cemp, for at the ssme time a report drifted back
to Sherman that the Confederates had captured Stoneman and
500 of his commend, & lerge portion of whom were officers.
It was reported that Stoneman had arrived in front of Macon
and was shelling the ftown when Wheeler attacked from the
rear, Stoneman managing to fight his way back 15 miles
before being teaken prisoner.Bh

On August 5, reports agein reached Sherman that the
enemy was evacuating Atlanta, Pilckets reported heavy
train movements, and rebel skirmishers were extremely ac-
tive along the line. Although it could be en evacuation
of the city, it could also mean that the enemy was prepar-
ing to mass its forces for an attack on Sahefiald.Bs

At the same time, the Union advance had bogged aown
completely. Troops which were commended to carry a point
that would control the railroad south of Atlanta had en-
gaged the enemy and had dug in, giving the Confederates

time to mass their troops and throw up earthworks, or

33pnomes to Sherman, August 1, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 321-322.

Bhﬁaport of the Army of Cumberlend, O. R., Serles 1,
XXXVI}:I' Part S’ 32-}-7"‘314-8.

3501ark to Dodge, August 5, 186, U. H., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 387.
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evacuate, if they chose.36 There still was no report from
Stoneman, and Sherman was now convinced that he had sur-
rendered near Macon, And, despite the work done by MecCook
and Kllpatrick on the Macon and Atlenta Raillroad, the Con-
federates still were running trains into Atlanta from
Macon.37

Despite bogging down, Sherman did not deem it prudent
to move to his right, electing instead to "push forward
daily by perallels and make the inside of Atlanta too hot
to be endured." He sent to Chattanocoga for two 30-pound
Parrotts, planning to step up the Union shelling of the
city, and saying,

I am Impatlient for a siege, but I do not know
but here is as good a place to fight it out as farther
inlend. One thing is certain, whether we get inside
of Atlantea or not, it will be g used-up community by
the time we are done with 1t.3
Within the éity, Georgia troops occupied the trenches

to the north and northeast side of the clty--the 20,000
troops supplied by Governor Brown. The entire Confederate
force, estimated at 60,000, was dug in and there was one

heavy Confederate gun located in the center of the city.
All business in Atlanta had suspended, with the goods being

36Van Duzet message, August 5, 186, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 388.

37Sherman to Halleck, August 6, 186l4, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 391-392.

383herman to Halleck, August 7, 186L, O. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, LO9.
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moved to other parts of the state. All hotels were closed.
And, although the Union artillery had been firing into the
¢lty since the siege began, most of its shells were striking
in the vicinity of the depot, going about 60 feet over the
commissary stores, None of the buildings in the city had
been burned by the ahella.g'9

Sherman stepped up his shelling, throwing 3,000 solid
shot into the city on August 9 and getting four L 1/2-inch
rifled guns from Chattanooga, which he planned to try for
effect the following day.uo

All the whille, Hood refused to make a move from the
city. He had not attempted to meet the Union forces in
battle since the disastrous debacle at Ezra Church, His
parapets loomed as a serious threat to Sherman, and the
Union commander elected not to try and assault them because
of their strengﬁh.kl

Thus, Sherman declided to walt for an opportunity. It
was Hood himself who gave him the opportunity, for on
August 10 the Confederate commander ordered Wheeler and
some |},000 men to swing north and try to cut Union com-

munications from Chattanooga. Wheeler was to cross the

395 tatement of W. H. Gates, August 9, 186, O. R.,
Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 5, L39-L4L40.

uOSherman to Halleck, August 9, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, L3l.

hlSherman to Grant, August 10, 186}, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, LL7.



51

Tennessee River above Chattanooge and then swing westward
to Nashville, tearing up the Union rallroad as he progressed.
Upon completing this task, Wheeler was to leave 1,200 men
to guard the destroyed railroasd and return with the re-
mainder of his force to Atlanta, destroying the Western and
Atlantic Railroad from Chettanocoga to Atlante en route back
to rejoin Hood.ua

The move was & costly one for Hood, for he had weakened
his cavalry force in the presence of the enemy and Sherman
was quick to comment: "I could not have asked for anything
better, for I had provided well against such a contingency,
and this detachment left me superior toc the enemy in
cavalry.“us

Wheeler prepared to march on August 10, but before
leaving he issued the following order which was calculated
to stop thileving en route:

I. In the march about to commence, no soldier
or officer of any grade whatever will be permitted to

carry any article of private propertiy, except one
single blanket and oilecloth.

II. The trocps will be inspected daily while en
route, and any additional article upon the person or
horse of any trooper or officer will be immediately
destroyed.

L2yheeler report, October 9, 186, O. R.y Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 3, 957.

uaSherman to Halleck, September 15, 1864, 0. R.,
Series 1, XXXVIII, Peart 1, 79.
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III. The ordnesnce wagons, ambulances, limber-
oxes, and caissons will be inspected twice each day,
and the officer controlling them will be arrested,
and, if practicable, lmmedlately punished if the
smallest article ﬁﬁ private property is found belng
thus transported.

Thus, Whecler hoped to cut down on the emount of thievery--
and at the same time to be able to travel as light as pos-
sible, for he had considerable territory to cover under
Hood's orders.

Wheeler first marched on Dalton and ordered its sur-
render, a request which the Union forces refused. The Con-
federate cavalry commander then attacked, driving the Unilon
troops out of the town and back to thelr intrenchments on
a nearby small hill, The Confederates falled to find any
wagon traiﬁ, large depot of supplies, or corn for their
horses--but they did find some wagons with cenned milk,
the milk being the first they had had in some tims.hs

About 8 p.m., Wheeler was forced to withdraw from
the town when Steedman arrived with Union reinforcements.
Wheeler waited outside the town for Genersl William Thompson
Martin, who had been ordered to strike Tilton and then ride
to join Wheeler in the proposed attack on Delton., Not only

had Martin failed to arrive in time for the attack on

Wiyheeler circular, August 9, 186k, 0. R.y, Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 953.

LLSColonel Bernard Laiboldt report, August 18, 186y,
0. R., Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 1, 3243 Dyer, "Fightin'
Joe" Wheeler, pp. 190=-191.
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Dalton, but it was now nightfall and he still was not
present, At dewn, Wheeler learned that his tardy general
had decided to cemp for the night several miles from Dalton.
Wheeler promptly relieved him of cammand.ué

Now that Dalton was reinforced by infentry and cavalry,
Wheeler prepared to lay siege to the town, and at the same
time he began a game of cat and mouse with Steedman.
Wheeler made 2 demonstration toward Chattanooga, drawing
Steedman from Dalton in close pursuit; whereupon Wheeler
reversed his tracks and again moved toward Dalton, Steed=~
man agein in pursult. This game continued for three days
while the Union railroad was left unrepaired. Steedman
finally realized Wheeler's purpose, qult the chase, and
began repalring the railroad.h7

Wheeler left about 200 men at Dalton, giving them
orders to strike the railroad at several different points
every night, and then the Confederate cavalry chief rode
to Tennessee, As he was attempting to cross the Little
Tennessee Rlver, Wheeler learned that the Union had made
extenslive arrangements to procure forage for thelr troops
from the country surrounding the Cleveland to Loudon
railroad., Hoping to stop this source of supply, Wheeler

made a demonstration on Cleveland and destroyed the railroad

4o1pig., 32l

u78teadman report, September 11, 1864, O. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 2, [96-497.
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from Cleveland to Charleston. Then crossing the Hiwasse
River, Wheeler struck and captured the town of Athens and
tore up the track from Athens to Loudon. This task com-
pleted, Wheeler turned toward Tennessee, crossing the Little
Tennessee, but when he arrived at the Holston River he found
it had risen so that it wes impessable and he was compelled
to move downstresm and cross above Knoxville. Just before
Wheeler made his crossing, General John S. Williams re-
quested that he be sllowed to take his brigade, plus one
other brigade, and destroy the Union garrison and bridge
at Strewberry Plalns. Wheeler at first refused, but then
granted permission., Willisms, however, found the garrison
at Strawberry Plains too strong to be teken and did not
attack., Wheeler, upon crossing the river, walted through
the night for Williams to return and when the tardy general
had not put in an appearance by deybreak, Wheeler pushed
on without him. Hence, he had lost esnother general and
about one third of his entire mcnamvxaurxd.z“8 Williams never
re joined Wheeler, spending the rest of the war fighting
in Southwest Virginie and Bastern Tennessee,

Wheeler, with his remaining command, rode through
Sparta, and on August 29 they struck Major Shelah Waters!

command of about three companles at McMinnville, On the

kgnyer, "Fightin' Joe Wheeler, pp. 191-193; Wheeler
report, October 9, 1864, 0. R., Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 3,
959.
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same night, a portion of Wheeler's commend cut the tele-
graph and railroad lines from McMinnville to Murfrees-~
boro.hg
Wheeler found Nashville too heavily defended to be
teken and was forced to turn and start toward Alabama,
but before leaving he issued a proclamation to the people
of Tennessee in which he urged them to joln his command
and redeem Tennessee from the Union. As a result of the
proclamation, Wheeler was able to report that about 2,000
new recruilts and some 800 reinstated "asbsentees" joined
his command, but apparently they were only paper resruits.SO
Union forces began to pursue Wheeler after hls sweep
into Tennessee, with Steedman ordered from Chattancoga
and Rosseau coming from Nashville, A running babtie de=
veloped between Wheeler and his pursuants from Nashville
to Columbia to Florence, Alabama, but the Confederate
cavalry chief eluded the Federal forces, gaining safety
on September 2 at Tuscumbia, Alabame. Although Wheeler
had led the Union a merry chase, his raid had been of
little account; he had torn up some railroad and destroyed

some telegraph lines and captured soma cattle.51

ugMilrcy report, September 17, 186, 0. R., Serles 1,
XXXVIII, Part 2, I190.

SOJohn W. Dubose, Wheeler and the Army of Tennessee
(New York, 1912), p. 386.

51Kilpatrick report, September 13, 186l, O+ Re¢, Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 2, 859.
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Befors rejoining Hood in Atlanta, Wheeler suggested
that he be allowed to join General HNsthan Bedford Forrest
so that the combined efforts of these two cavalry commands
would be able to strike a more severe blow to the enemy.
Wheeler reported that some of his troops still were in
Tennessee, that Williams and another portion of his com=
mand had been lost, and that he would be able to return with
only about 2,000 men.52

Little did Wheeler reslize the predicament of his com=
mander. During the month that he had been racing through
the states of Georgia, Alabsma, and Tennessee, Wheeler had
been out of contact with Hood and during this time Sherman
had been tightening the noose around Hood's position.

On August 10, Sherman declared:

I hear General Brannan's guns and hear the shells
burst in Atlanta.. The shells that burst near you
Howard are from the enemy's blg guns, which have
been put in the fort at White Hall., Hood 1s anxious
to draw out flre from the town to thelr fort at White

Hall, which is of no value to us._ Let us destroy

Atlanta and make it a desolation.53

Sherman was anxious to drive Hood from the city or
capture him, and on August 11 he announced & plan which
would include taking the West Point road., Schofield dis~

agreed with Shermen as to the West Point road, believing

52yheeler to Hood, September 20, 186l, 0. R., Series
1, XXXIX, Parv 2, 849.

EBSherman to Howard, August 10, 186l;, 0. R., Series
1, XXXVITI, Part 5, Li2. ‘
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it too hazardous to attack that position which was strongly
fortified by the rebels. But Sherman said,

We must act.,. We cannot sit down and do nothing
because it involves risk. Being on the offensive we
must risk, and that is the flank on which we calculated
to make the risk, indeed, have been maneuvering to that
end ever slnce the Army of the Tennessee shifted from
the left to right.

Schofield followed orders and asgreed to thin out the
Fourteenth Corps of the Army of Ohio so as to c apture the
West Polnt road, and the Unlon troops pressed forward, hop=-
ing to cut off Hood's lines of supplies end isolate him in
the city.

Meanwhile, the Union artillery continued %o pound away
within the city. Shells were now passing over Hood's head-
quarters near where White Hall street intersects Falth's
alley. Hood elected not to change any positions of his
corps except to strengthen his left by artillery. The
rebel commander was using builldings in the falr grounds
for hospitals for his wounded. Supply trains belonging to
Hardee's corps were camped near the cemetery--an easy target
for the batteries of the Union's Fourth Garpa.SS

Thus, the end was growing near for Hood. He did not

dare venture from his breastworks, as all previous attacks

had proven disastrous. Yet, he did not know how long he

Shsherman to Schofield, August 11, 1864, 0. R., Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 5, 462-463.

Ssﬁaport of Scout j. Milton Glass, August 12, 1864,
0. R., Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 5, L478.
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would be able to hold out in the city. Sherman was anxious
for a showdown and would destroy Atlante, 1f necessary, to

defeat and capture Hood's army.



CHAPTER IV

THE FALL OF ATLANTA

Henry O, Dwight, writing for Harper's, noted numéroua
changes in the twb armies since they left Tennessee, The
pomp and show of war had become "a matter of poetry rather
than of fact," he said, "and the men who now lay siege to
Atlanta were dusty, ragged and unshaven." Barriceding had
become an art. Dwight told his readers that within five
minutes after a halt a barricade would be ready which would
be "bullet-proof end bfeastnhigh" and strong enough to "hold
your line ageinst an sttack by three times your number." The
writer added, explaining how barricades had become an art:

A ditch is speedily made on the inside to stand in.
The earth is thrown on the outside of the barricade,
and the ditch deepened, so that standing inside, your
head will be protected by the parapet ., . . with s
step inside to stand on when firing, and a ditch %o
stand in while loading. If you are in the woods you
want to give range to your rifles, and have all the
thick undergrowth and small trees cut away for fifty
paces in front. By felling these all the same way,
the busy tops all turning outward, and trimming off
the smaller twigs and leaves, and btangling the tops
together, you have a formidable abatis, through
which it will be next to lmpossible to advasnce along,
let alone ageinst the showgrs of bullets from your
men at short range . . . .

lEarl Schenck Miers, The General Who Marched to Hell
(New York, 1951), pp. 151-152.
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Dwight described what 1t was like to attack the enemy
behind his breastworks:

You make up your mind to assault the enemy's work.

You have formed line of battle, with a second and third
line behind you for support. You march forwerd filled
with the determination to accomplish the object, yet
feeling the magnitude of the undertaking. Two hundred
yards brings you to the picket~line, and here the opposi-
tion commences., You dash across the apace between the
two lines, you lose s few men; and the enemy's pickets,
after making as much noise as possible, run back to their
main works. By this time the enemy are sure you are
really coming, and open on you with artillery, besides
a pretty heavy fire of musketry, This artillery throws
the shells screaming through your ranks, producing more
moral than physical effect, or throws shrapnel which,
bursting in front, scatter myriads of small bullets
around. You commence to lose men rapidly. The ball is
opened., !'Forward, double-quick!' Agalin; snd while the
whole line of the enemy open fire from behind their
works, your men, mindless of this--mindless of the
death intensified, the bullets and the shells, they
dash on with wild cheers. The abatls with its tangled
intricacy of sharpened branches snares your line.
Tripping, falling, rising to fell agein, the men strug-
gle through this abatis . . . though the moments are
drawn out interminably, and though in each step are
left to pay for the ground. You get through a part

of you and still rush on: the firing grows more

fierce and the men grow more desperate. Your three
lines have been reduced to one, and you strike another
line of abatis. 1In his abatls are the palisades, which
must be uprooted by force before a man can pass, You
stumble, fall, tear your flesh on these stakes, and
must stop to pull them up--stop, when everything in-
stant is an hour--gstop, when you are already gasping
for breath; and here open up the masked batteries,
pouring the cenister into that writhing, struggling,
bleedling mass--so close that the flame scorches, that
the smoke blinds from those guns . . . . Oftentimes it
is preferable to lle down and take the fire . . . until
night rather than lose all by felling back under such
clrcumstances!

ZIbid.’ ppo l53"15’+v
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This was the type of abatis which Hood had constructed
around Atlanta, and Sherman did not wish to try and break
through the breastworks. The Union commander planned to
bombard the city with artillery, reducing it to ruin if
necessary, but this took time and Sherman was getting more
irriteble as time elaspsed., One of his subordinates usually
felt the sting of his ire as he sat outside the city, and
on August 16 it was General Garrard who drew Sherman's con-
tempt. The Union chief censured Garrard, saying,

Genersal Garrard will not attempt anything if there
be & show of resistance., If you Thomas c¢onsent, and

can give the command of that cavalry to Col, Long, I

will put General Garrard on my staff and send hium to

Nashville to supervise the equipment and arament of

our cavalry, the same office held by General W. S.

Smith, resigned . . . . Saving himself, he sacrifices

othera opersting in conjoint expeditions. I am so

thoroughly convinced that if he cen see a horseman

in the dlstence with a spy-glass he will turn back,

that I aannog agein depend on his wmaeking an ef-

fort . .

And while Sherman laid slege to Atlenta, reports
drifted back as to the actions of Wheeler. The Union com=-
mander felt certain that Wheeler did not have a force large
enough to take elther Loudon or Knoxville and, although he
could hurt some of the minor points, Sherman said, "East

Tennessee is a good place for him to bresk down his horses,

and a poor place to steal new ones "l

3Sherman to Thomas, August lo, 186l, The War of the
Rebelllon, Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies (Washington, 1891), Series 1, XXXViil, Part 5, 526.

uSherman to Halleck, August 17, 186l, 0. R¢, Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 5, S547.
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What dld worry Sherman was the fact that he was losing
a large number of his troops through the expiration of ser-
vice and it was his fear that if Hood should hold on within
Atlanta that the Confederates would be able to come out
victorious, simply through "the superior method they have
of recruitment."” In the South, all men were soldiers and
they were not enlisted for any particular length of time,
but for life if the war should last that long., In the North,
soldlers enlisted for definite periods of time.s

Sherman felt he held the upper hand, however, because
of his superior cavalry force, now that Wheeler was in
Eagstern Tennessee, Here, Hood differed with him, saying,

I had, moreover, become convinced thet our cavalry

was able to compete successfully with double thelr

number, Our cavalry were not cavalrymen proper, but

were mounted riflemen, trained to dismount and hold

in check or delay the advance of the enemy, and who

had learned by experience that they cogla without much

difficulty defeat the Federal cavalry.

Tired of waiting, Sherman on August 23 lssued a march-
ing order., He ordered his army to be ready to march on

August 26, and for each man to carry nine day's rations

in haversacks--and these nine days' rations were to be

SSherman to Halleck, August 20, 1864, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 609.

6Joseph B. Hood, The Defense of Atlenta, as clted in
Robert Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Glou%h Buel, Battles
and Leaders of the Civil War (New York, 1838), Iv, 3 3Le.
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apportioned out over a 20-day period.7 It was Sherman's
plan to move around Atlanta to the south of the city. He
planned to keep open a courier line through Sandtown to
the Chattahoochee bridge, himself moving with the main
army.8 Prior to departing on his swing south of the city,
Sherman received reporté from Kilpatrick that three miles
of railroad near Jonesborough had been destroyed and that
porﬁions of that track had been dissbled for ten more miles
and that two locomotives and irains had been destroyed;
also, at least three houses were deatroyed by fire in
Atlanta on the afternoon of August 2l, caused by the heavy
bombardment by Union artillary.g
On August 25, Sherman began his march, with Howard
on the right and Thomas in the center. In three days,
they reached the Montgomery rallroad, located five to ten
miles southeast of East Point. Sherman devoted the remainder
of the 28th end part of the 29th days of August to destroy-
ing the Montgomery railrdad. With the Macon railroad only

six miles away and Hood's srmy sitting serenely in Atlanta,

15 miles to the northeast, it appeared that Sherman would

7Special fleld orders, August 23, 186l, 0. R., Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 5, 649.

83herman to Halleck, August 24, 186lL, 0. K., Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 5, 649.

9Sherman to Halleck, August 22, 186l, 0. R., Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 5, 628; Signal Detachment report, August
2, 186l, 0. R., Series 1, XXXVIII, Part 5, 651,
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be able to cut off the Confederate army from all means of
supply, isolating Hood within the city.lo
Hood, who had watched from within the city for one
month while Sherman gradually moved toward the Confederates!
left on the Macon rallroad, noted that on August 25 Sherman
withdrew from the immediate front. The Confederate com-
mander received reports the following morning that Sherman
was sighted in large force on the West Point road and con-
ceived that the Unlon commander was going to make an all-
out attack on the Macon rallroad. As this was his main
aource of supply, Hood declded that his fate depended on
gaving the Macon railroad., Hence, he dispatched two bri-
gades to reinforce Jonesborough and ordered that Confederate
troops in Opelikas should guard thelr position with renewed
vigilence, All surplus property, supplies, and materials
were ordered to the rear or to be placed in reilway cars
so as to be ready to move at the moment that the railroad
became endangered. In this manner, 1f he was not able to
hold his railroad, Hood planned to avold loss or destruction
of his supplies by taking them with him as he retreated,
should that become naeessary.ll

Sherman moved toweird the Macon rallroad and ordered

it completely destroyed so that no "rail or tle can be

1041 freq H. Burne, Lee, Grant and Sherman (New York,
1939), p. 115.

1lhood, The Defense of Atlsnta, as clted in Johnson
and Buel, Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, IV, L33.




used again." He prescribed how the railroad should be
destroyed, saying,

March a regiment to the road, stack arms, loosen two
ralls opposite the right and two opposite the left of
the regiment, then . . . heave the whole track, rails
and ties, over, breaking it all to pieces, then pile
the tles 1n the nature of crib work and lay the rails
over them, then by means of fence rails make a bonfire,
and when the ralls are red-hot in the middle let men
give the rall e twist, which cennot be straightened
wlthout machinery. Also fill up some of the cuts with
heavy logs end trunks of trees and branches and cover
up and fill with dirt. Please glve minute instructions
on this subject to-night, and have the work commenced
ag early in the morning as possible, taking proper
precaution also to guard against attack ig el ther the
working parties or the general position.

On August 29, thelr work done on the Montgomery rail-
road, the Union army began moving out--Howard toward Jones-
borough; Thomas via Shoal Creek Church toward Fayetteville.
The Army of Ohlo was to move via Red Oak and Mims' to
Morrow's Mill; the Army of Tennessee from Feirburn to
Renfroe Place, near Jonesborough; and the Army of the
Cumberland from Red Oak to Couch'a.lB Thomas encountered
little opposition in his initisl move, reaching Couch's
early in the afternoon of August 29; Schofield, who moved
with caution around the enemy at East Point, reached a

position near Rough and Ready; and Howard, who encountered

IZSherman to Thomes, August 28, 186, 0. R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 689,

133nerman to Schofield, August 29, 1864, 0. R., Series
1, XXXVIII, Part 5, 705, 708,
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cavalry in his wide arc, managed to drive the cavalry off
and reached Shoal Greek.lu

Hood, noting that Sherman was marching in the direction
of Rough and Ready station and Jonesborough, ordered a por-
tion of one division to take position at Rough and Ready
and instructed Hardee, who was at East Polnt, to take up
defense there and to hold his troops ready for march at
immediate notice. On the morning of August 30, the Con-
federate line was further extended, with Hardee in the
vicinity of Rough and Ready and Stephen D, Lee's corps on
his right near East Polnt. Sensing that the enemy was about
to strike near Jonesborough, Hood prepared to meet the at-
tack. When a Federal corps crossed the Flint River about
6 pe.m. On the‘30th near Jonesborough, it wss driven back,
This was the signal for battle, however, and Hardee was
ordered to move immedlately toward Jonesborough, with Lee
to follow during the night., Hardee was ordered to attack
in the morning, driving the enemy back into the river, and
if successful, Lee and his command would be withdrawn back
to Rough and Ready station. Stewart's corps and those of
G. Wo Smith (state troops) were to form a line of battle
to Lee's right near East Point, driving the enemy in the

direction of the Flint River and the West Point rsilroad.

lus. M1, Bowmen and R. B. Irwin, Sherman snd His Cam-
palgns (Cincinnatl, 1865), p. 212.
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The Confederate cavalry, in the meantime, was to hold the
Federal cavalry, near the mouth of Peach Tree Creek at the
railroad bridge across the Chattahoochee., In slizing up his

order, Hood said:

I impressed wpon General Hardee that the fate of
Atlanta rested upon his ability, with the ald of

two corps, to drive the Federals across Flint

River, at Jonesborough. I salso instructed him in
the event of failure--which would necessitate the
evacuation of the city--to send Lee's corps, at
dark, back to or near Rough and Ready, in order to
protect our retreat to Lovejoy's Station . . . . The
attack was not made till about 2 p.m., and then re-
sulted in our inablility to dislodge the enemy. The
Federals had been allowed time, by the delay, to
strongly intrench; whereas had the assault been made
at an early hour in the morning the enemy wog%d have
been found but partislly protected by works.

Hood criticized Hardee for his inebility to drive back
the Federal troops, although Hardee succeeded in gaining
part of the Federal works. Had Hardee trensmitted an of-
ficlal report of operations during the time, Hood said,
the result might have been different.16

The critical blow had been struck. Hood, faced with
either defending Jonesborough and keeping a route to the
south open or bottling up his srmy in Atlanta, had elected
the former-~asnd had lost. Hood, in the last days of August

and early days of September, was described as being in "a

vacillating freme of mind" and "seemed unable to determine

lsﬂocd, The Defense of Atlanta, as clted in Johnson
and Buel, Battles and Leaders, 1V, 3L3.

161pi4d.
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what course to take; waes unable to grasp Shermaen's inten-
tions. All he knew was that he was damned if he left
Atlanta, double~-damned if he stayed and submitted to
aiege.“17

Hardee's corps crumbled before Shermasn's attack, and
the Confederate general was forced to retrest in the direc-
tion of Lovejoy's Station.' Hood, seelng that he hed to con-
centrate his force either in Atlante or Lovejoy's, ordered
Lee to join Hardee, with Stewart to follow. Then Hood
prepared to abandon Atlanta, blowing up ammunition megazines,
storehouses, and ordnance stores on the night of September
1.18 '

In the meantime, Schofield struck the railroad below
Rough and Ready station. He was ordered to stay there,
Sherman saying: "Don't get off the track; hold it fast;
we will get our whole army on the rallroad as near Jonea-
boro! as possible and push Hardee and Lee first, and then

for Atlanta."19

Apparently, Sherman had no idea that Hood
was about to give up the city at this time. It was his plan
to destroy Hardee, then lay siege to the clty--attacking if

necessary.

17R1chard O'Connor, Hood: Cavalier General (New York,
1952), p. 216.

181p14.

19sherman to Schofield, August 31, 1864, O, R., Series 1,
XXXVIII, Part 5, 733.
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The battle of Jonesborough was described by Union
Major James Austin Connolly as being "a glorious battle,"

He added:

There was no chance for flinching there. Generals,
Colonels, Majors, Captains end privates, all had to
go forward together over that open field, facing and
drawing nearer to death at every step we took, our
horses crazy, frantic with the howling shells, the
rattling of canister and the whistling of bullets,
ourselves delirious with the wild excitement of the
moment, and thinking only of getting over those
breastworks--great volleys of canister shot sweeping
through our lines making huge gaps, but the blue
coated boys filled the gaps and still rushed forward
right into the jaws of death--we left hundreds of
bleeding comrades behind us at every step, but not
one instant did that line hesitate--it moved steadily
forward to the enemy's work--over the works with a
shout-~over the cannon--over the Rebels, ags then com-
menced stern work with the bayonet . . . .

The effort by Hardee, described as "disgraceful" by
Hood, could not be excused by the Confederate commander.
Hardee, however, contended that "troops which for two
months had been hurled agalnst breastworks, only to be
repulsed or to galn dear-bought and fruitless victories"
should be psrdoned if they'now moved ageinst such obstacles
with "reluctance and distrust," and added that if he had not
been forced on the defensive he would have renewed the ate-
tack "which would probably have resulted bloodily enough to
have satlisfied even the sangulnary expectations of the Com-

manding General,"2l

2°M1ers, The General, pp. 174-175.
2l1pig,
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At any rate, the defeat at Jonesborough and the in-
creased rumors of & Federal attack on Atlanta itself caused
Hood to take action., It was too late to save anything
which had not been removed, and he had over 80 railroad
cars and six locomotive engines destroyed prior to evacu-
ating the city. About midnight of September 1, the noise
of explosions was heard in Atlanta.

Hence, with the enemy astride his line of communica-
tion and his army split in half, and the enemy in superior
force, Hood rode south in en attempt to thread the pieces
of his army together, While retreating frdm.the city,
Hardee was fighting a delaying action in front of the rail-
road west of Jonesborough, but 1t was Sherman who allowed
Hood and Hardee to slip out of his grasp, The Union com~-
mander, who could have crushed thevdivided army before him,
had heard the rumble of explosions to the north. He had
left Slocum and his corps north of the city and wondered
now if he had attacked Hood in the clty. After a lull in
the rumbling thunder, Sherman heard again asbout L a.m. the
sound of exploding powder kegs and the crack of artillery
shella.23

Slocum heard the explosions and sent forward detach-

ments of three divisions on 8 reconnsissance. Finding

227acob D. Cox, The Army in the Civil War (New York,
1885), p. 207.

23w1lliam T, Sherman, Memoirs of Gen. W. T. Sherman
(New York, 1892), II, 106=107;John P, Dyer, The Gallant
Hood (Indianapolis, 1950), p. 269.
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the city deserted by Confederate troops, 3locum merched in,
hoisting the Federal flag above the court house, A deputa=-
tion of clty officlals surrendered the city to the Unlon
general,zu

Sherman was preparing to annihilate Hardee at Love=
joy's when word reached him that Hood had evacuated At~
lanta, although 1t was not until September L that word
reached him by courier from Slocum thet Hood had blown up
his magazines, trains, and had destroyed the foundries and
workshops before fleeing and that he (Slocum) was now hold-

25

ing the city as a conqueror, As Slocum entered the city,
he observed "all along the sides of the several railroads,
'bomb proofs,' or gopher holes" which had been dug in the
ground by the inhabitants of the city. Many of the holes,
he observed, were large enough for a fireplace or stove,
or beds and tables., Nearly all the residences were per-
forated by shells .26
Hood, upon evacuating the city, marched through that

night and the remainder of the next day, completely

auaeorge W, Pepper, Personal Recollections of Sher-
man's Camgaigna in Georgla and the Garolinas \Zanesville,
ahie, (] ppl-Té - 06

25Benson J. Lossing, Pictorlal History of the Givil
War in the United States of Americe (Hartford, 1068), 111,

39L.
26Pepper, Personal Recollections, p. 171.




72

unmolested, and joined forces with Hardee at MeDonough on

the night of September 2.27

27Burne, Lee, Grent and Sherman, p. 119.




CHAPTER V
THE AFTERMATH

Life in the city during the last days of Confederate
rule was described by a resident,

Homes were to be abandoned and household goods to

be left for the enemy or destroyed; and liberty under
our own vine and fig tree was to be a thing of the
past, afd dependence upon strangers a thing of the
future.

And when the Unlion troops moved in, the same resident
said,

Curses and imprecations too vile to repeat, and
boisterous laughter, and vulgar jJests resounded
through the streets of Atlanta, Federal wagons fol-
lowed in the tracks of Confederate wagons and after
a few light articles were placed in the latier for
Southern destination, the former unblushingly moved
up to recelve planos and other expensive furniture
which found its way into every section of the North.
And this highway robbery was permitted by William
Tecumseh Sherman, the Grand Mogul of the Army of
the Republic . . . .2

Hardee's forces now being of secondary importance,
Sherman lost no time in turning his main army toward the

newly captured city. He took up headquarters in Atlanta;

lyary A. H. Gay, Life in _Dixie During the War (At-
lanta, 1897), p. 169,

2Ibid., p. 180.

o————
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Howard was located near West Point; and Schofield was near
Decatur, The Unlon army was going to get a rest.3
Sherman, in reporting the capture of the city, said:

Hood, at Atlanta, finding me on this road, the only
one that could supply him, and between him and a
considerable part of his army, blew up his magazines
in Atlanta and left in the night-time, when the
Twentieth Corps, General Slocum, took possession of
the place. So Atlente is ours, and falrly won . . . .
Our losses will not exceed 1,200, and we have pos~-
session of over 300 Rebel dead, 250 wounded and over
1,500 well prisoners.t

The news of the capture of Atlenta was greeted by wild
celebrations in the North. President Lincoln issued & con-
gratulstory order and recommended that September 1l be ob-

served as & day of thanksgiving to God for the brillisnt
5

victory. Lincoln wrote:

The national thanks are rendered by the President
to Major~General W. T. Sherman and the gallant officers
and soldlers of his command before Atlanta, for the
distinguished ability and perseverance displayed in
the campaign in Georgla, which, under Divine favor,

has resulted in the capture of Atlanta. The marches,
battles, and sieges, and other military operations,
that have signalized the campaign, must render it
famous in the annals of war, and have entitled those

3George W. Pepper, Personal Recollections of Sherman's
Campaigns %% Georgia and the Garolinas (zenesville, Ohlio,
TBEES, P 1, ,

Urhe War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the
Unlon and Confederate Armies (Washington, 1861), Series 1,
VIII, Part 5, [1(s cited hereafter as Q. R.

5Pepper, Personal Recollections, p. 170.
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who have participated, therein to the applause and
thanks of the nation.6

Upon hearing of Sherman's victory, Grent telegraphed
him: "I have just received your dlspatch announcing the
capture of Atlanta. In honor of your great victory I
have ordered a salute to be fired with shotted guns from
every battery bearing upon the enemy."?

Shermen's success came at a time when the Federal
government was in desperate need of a viectory, for Northern
morale was breaking rapidly as the conquest of the Confed-
eracy looked hopeless, Grant appeared stalled at Peters~
burg and Sherman had looked as if he were going to lay
slege to Atlanta indefinitely, turning the war into an
intolerable stalemate. Then Sherman struck and was vic-
torious!

Actually, however, neither Hood nor Sherman had too
much to boast about in the handling of thelr armies during
the final days prior tb the fall of Atlanta., Hood, com=-
pletely bewildered by Sherman's movements after August 25,
did not know where Sherman was and apparently thought he
wes advancing on Atlanta when he was preparing to attack

Jonesborough., Sherman, after gaining a position astride

4illiam T. Sherman, Memoirs of Gen. W. T. Sherman
(New York, 1892), 11, 110.

7clarenca Edward Macartney, Grant and His Generals
(New York, 1953), p. 294.
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Hood's railroed line, made no effective move to strike
Hood's divided force and allowed the Confederate commander
to slip out of the city and bring the divided segments of
his army together,

Atlante had been one of the chief objectives of the
campaign in the South., The Northern troops had won and
it was a serious blow to the Confederacy, both in the loss
of materials of war end in prestige., The Union now con-
trolled one of the key cities of the South--a central point
as far as communications were concerned, and a gateway to
the sea,

Sherman, in a move to completely wipe out Southern
opposition in Atlanta, proposed a ten days' truce and or=-
dered the removal of all citizens except those employed by
the government and eppropriated all nécessary materials for
military purpoaes.a Sherman sald:

If the people ralse a howl sgainst my barbarity
and cruelty, I will answer that wer is war, and not
popularity~seeking. If they want Baace, they end
their relatives must stop the war,

Hood, who had assembled his broken army near Jones=
borough, retreated southwest toward Rome, Georgia, and
then thrust quickly northward through Resacca, Georgila,
and Chattanooga, Tennessee, On December 15, 186l, Hood's

8Benson Jd, Lossing, Pictoriel History of the Civil
War in the United States oi America (Hartford, 1868), 111,
39L.

9Sherman, Memoirs, II, 111.
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army was further destroyed in a battle at Nashville by
General Thomas, while Sherman moved with his main force

toward the sea.lo
One Union soldler remarked upon leaving Atlanta:

There will not be much of Atlanta left worth
having for we have destroyed all the factorles and
the rallroads in every direction . . . . While moving
out this morning, we saw the lifeless bodies of sev-~
eral citizens swinging from trees with a placard upon
each which read: 'This is done in retaliation for
the unwarranted attack made upon my foragers yester-
day. Any repetition of this offense will be simllarly
punished; and in addition, all bulldings upon 10 square
miles of adjacent territory will be destroyed. W. T.
Sherman, Ceneral Commanding . . . . We have utterly
destroyed Atlenta., I don't think any people will
want to try and live there now. It 1s pretty tough
to rout people out of their homes in this way, but
it is war, and General Sherman is credited with say-
ing that 'wWar is Hellt'll

Shermen later remarked:

We held Atlanta, & city of little value to us,
but so important to the enemy that Mr. Davis, the
head of the rebellious faction in the South, visited
his army near Palmetto, and commanded it to regain
it, as well as to ruin and destroy us by a series of
measures which he thought would be effectual. That
army, by a rapid march, gained our railroad near Bilg
Shanty, and efterwards about Dalton. We pursued 1t,
but it moved so rapidly that we could not overtake
1t, and General Hood led his army successfully far
over towards Mississippl in hopes to decoy us out of
Georgia . . . . We quietly and deliberately destroyed
Atlanta ard all the railroad which the enemy had used
to carry on war agalnst us, occupled the state cepitol,
which had been so strongly fortifie?zfrom the sea as
to defy approach from that quarter.

101p14., p. 215.

1lrheodore ¥. Upson, With Sherman to the Sea (Baton
Rouge, 1952), pp. 128-133.

12Rach91 Sherman Thorndike, The Shermen Letters (New
York, 189L), pPp= 2li2=243%




Although he had destroyed Atlanta, Sherman had not
accomplished ell that he had set out to do--Hood's army
had evaded ceapture, although 1t was a mere shell of its
former self. Never again was it able to pose a serious
threat to Sherman's Unlon forces.

The Atlanta campaign had been & long snd bloody one.
The Union estimated its losses in dead and wounded at
18,659, while the Confederate dead end wounded numbered
27,085 from the time the campaign began until Atlanta
fell., Heaviest toll of lives was taken in attacks by
Hood on July 22 and July 28, with the Union estimating
2,548 killed and wounded for the two battles and the Con-
federates counting 11,100 dead and wounded for the same
periods.l3

Had Johnston remained in command of the Southern
forces, the result in the end probably would have been
the same, but he probably would have been able to hold
out a little longer than Hood., He was a wiser, more ex-

perlenced general--and he was experlenced in the methods

78

of defensive warfare, the type of wer the South was forced

to fight beceause of fewer men and fewer supplies than the

North., Hood, an sggressive general, made two desperate

sallies at the North and both ended in fallure and in heavy

losses to the South., Then, when Sherman began circling the

13Thomas L. Livermore, Numbers and Losses in the Civil

War in America (Boston, 19017, pp. 119-126.
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city he became completely bewildered, split his forces and
wes Torced to elther give up the city or see his army
gradually cut to pieces.

In the end, though, it was just a matter of time-~
Sherman had the edge in numbers, supplies, and the North
had the factories to produce as many war wespons and supe

plies as necessary, whereas the South did not.
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