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Prefece

One of the most widely discussed problems in our nation
at the present time 1s the problem of juvenile delinquency.
¥uch has been done toward determining the extent of juvenile
delinqueney in urban areas, but comparatively little has been
done to determine the extent to which 1t ocours in small
towns end rural areas, From an interest in the problems
arising in the two latter areas this study developed.

The object of the study was to find out what pattern
juvenile delinquency follows in small towns and rural areas,
Does the pattern follow that of urban areas? Are the soclo=-
economic factors comparable? These were questions of par=-
ticular interest.

To understand juvenile behavior, it is necessary to know
the social setting in which the delinquency occursg it 1s ime
portent to understand how juveniles live and spend thely times
1t 18 important to discover what part delinguent behavior
plays in the sstisfaction of their baesic needs, Therefore,
in order to make the data concrete, the case study method weasa
used with foeus on rural and small town areas,

This paper does not presume to determine all delinquencles
of Erath Countyj; court records do not cover the inpumerable
cagses of similaer conduct that are dealt with at the level of
eity police. Also, court date in many instances tell nothing
of the total volume of offenses committed by each delinquent,
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Chapter IV of this paper includes only those who were declared
delinquent by the Erath County Juvenile Court and are recorded
in the Office of the Erath County Clerk; Chapter V includes
sixteen school delinquencies that were recorded on the

Permanent Record Files of Stephenville High School.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study was to determine the number;of‘
juvenile delinquents that were recorded in the Erath County
Juvenile Records during the period beginning January 1, 1938,
and ending December 31, 19583 to analyze the causes; to de«
termine the offenses and disposition of the ohérgaa; to
determine as nearly as possible the present behavior status

of the delinquents.

Sources of Data

The primary sources of data used in developing the
problem included the Erath County Judge, the Erath County
Clerk and court records in the clerk's office, the Chief of
Police of Stephenville, the superintendents and principals
of Stephenville, Dublin, and other schools of the county,
some citizens of Erath County communities, a number of the
delinquents themselves, Boys'! S8tate Training School, CGatesville,
Texas, Girls'! State Training School, Gainesville, Texas,
Buckner Boys' Ranch, Burnet, Texas, Buckner Orphank Home,
Dallas, Texas, "friends, relatives, and neighbora of the

delinguents."#

*Phe investigator has lived in Erath County for thirty

years; consequently contacts could be made and the necessary
information ohtained.



Methods of Procedure

Extensive reading provided a background of factual
knowledge concerning the magnitude of juvenile delinquency in
the United States. Secondary sources of data furnished an
understanding of the philesophical oconcepts regarding the
cauges, prevention, and control of delinquency among teenage
boys and girls.

The second step in the development of the problem was a
series of interviews with the Erath County Judge, the Erath
County Attorney, and the Chief of Police of Stephenville,
Texas. From these men permission was obtained to examine
records from Erath County Juvenile Court and the police
records. From these records data needed to make this study
were used.

The third step in the investigation consisted of inter-
viova with families, neighbors, frlends, relatives, city
hoapital officials, welfare agencies, doctors, school super=
intendents and principals of schcools, and ministers, These
contacts were designed to furnish information concerning the
background, persongl reactiong, school life and activities,
home and family life, church attendance, other cémmunity
experliences, and as nearly as possible, present status.

Finally, questionnaires were sent to Boys' State Training
8chool, Gatesville, Texas, Girls' State Training School,
Gainesville, Texas, Buckner Boys' Ranch, Burnet, Texas, and

Buckner Orphans' Home, Dallas, Texas. The purpose of thls
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questionnaire was to determine the attitude, behavior, progress,
and dismissal status of delinquents committed to these
institutions.

However, the only questionnaires answered were those from
Buckner Boys' Ranch and Buckner Orphans' Home. Therefors a
trip was made to Gatesville for a personsl interview with tﬁa
superintendent; only general informetion was granted,

A former staff member of Girls' 3tate Training School,
Galnesville, gave information concerning the girls who were

committed to that institution.



CHAPTER II
THE SITUATION

Erath County is & stable, moderately progressive county.
The gsale of beer or intoxisating liquor i 1llegal in the
county., In its county seat, Stephenville, is located Tarleton
State College, which attracts many families looking towerd
retirement or college for thelr children. 8ince there is no
ma jor industry in the occunty, other than agriculture, a number
of regldents work at alreraft plants in Fort Worth and Grand
Prairie and other out-of~town jobs.

The ecunty 1s a religlon-consclious county and there
apparently is no friction among the churches, Thers are
forty-eight churches located in the county. Included in the

religious preferences found are: Asgembly of CGod, Baptist,
Methodiat, Catholle, Chrlatian, Chureh of Christ, Episcopal,
Nazarene, United Pentecostal, and Presbyterian.

Erath County has & population of approximately 25,000,
The scholastlic population is ebout 3,000, The Census Bureau
in 1950 gave the following breakdown in the county's popu~
lation: 8.8 per cent non-farm ruraly 37.4 per cent farm
rural; 53.8 per cent urban; 99,0 per cent Anglow-imericani 0,2
per cent Latin~American; 0.8 per cent Negro.
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There are two principal towna in the county, these being
Stephenville, the sounty seat, and Dublin. Lingleville,
Huokaby, Worgan ¥1l1l, and Bluff Dale are the most thickly
populated villsges. The economy depends princlpally upon
trade, farming, llvestock, dalrying, poultry, and nursery
operations.

Stephenville and Dublin are very sportse-minded towns
and the residents of the entire county heartily support the
activities., Entertainment 1s average for these towns of
10,000 and 3,500, In the summer, baseball, swimming, end
bowling are offered for the youth of thes county, but during
the winter months, no functional recreational entertainment
i1s provided other than movies, bowling, and seheduled sports
events, Youth centers in the two towns are in the process of

being organized,



CHAPTER III
A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

- The Scope of the Problem
The problem of juvenile delinquenecy has increaged for
nine straight years in the United States beginning with 1949
and concluding with 1958. 1In 1959, ix the 1,160 ecities re=
porting, with a combined population of 34,626,004, juvenile
arrests increased 17.3 per aent,l It 193 predicted that by
1960 over a million and a half youngsters will be in trouble
with the law each year unlesa the trend is reversed,.2
One may well question where these delinquencles are
centered, Roucek states:
Delinquency 1s more widespread in industrial
countries than in those where agricultural pursults
are widely followed., In countries that have been
industrialized for decades delinquency 1s primarily
a problem in the larger urban areas. Rural areas,
small towns, and villages are usually not confronted
with problems of the same magnitude.
Roucek relates that "the rural problem is less extensive than

that of cities.”t In explaining this estimate, he says,

%ggg Americana Annual (New York, 1958), p. 203.

26pant 8. MeClellan, Juvenile Delinquenec ,x§;3§d in
Richard Clendenen, U.S. News and World Report,
(September 17, 19%&7, Pe 80,

3Jbaaph Roucek, Juvenile Delingueney (New York, 1958),
Pe 190’

thid. s Poe 192,
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"Rural 1ife 1s characterized as traditional and family-centered,
with soclal interaction on an intimate and personal basia.

In contrast, urban life offers contacts which are superficlal,
impersonal, and segmental.“g Agaln Roucek explains,

In smell towns, villages, and open country, informal
means of soelal control prevall while in the city the
formal means are found. The value of cne's reputation,
which 18 common knowledge in the nelighborhood, is highly
prized in rural areas, Gosslp and ridicule have thelr
effect, Deviant behavior has high social visibility and
the limitg of group tolerance are common knowledge to
everyons, :

One might conclude that "the field of juvenile delinquency 1is
as broad as the scope of the chlld's activities, ' He may be a
delinguent in relation to his parents and his home, to his

teachers and his school, to his fellows and their righia;\and

to the public and public welfare "7

Statement of the Juvenile Delinquent lLaw
To formulate a foundation for the development of the
juvenile problem, i1t will be fitting to consider the prinecie
ples embodied in "The Juvenile Act" of the Forty-elghth
leglslature, The introductory part and the first three
sectiona of Article 2338-I are as follows:

Article 2338-I. Delinquent children; juvenile court
established in each county; Jurisdiction; transfer of
cases} custody - purpose and basle principle:

Section 1. The purpose of this Act 1s to secure for

each chlld under 1ts jurisdiction such care, guidance and
control, preferably in his own home, as wili gerve the

5Ib1d., #t 192, 6&&0. Pe 193,

7Leatar D, Crow and Alice Crow, Ou
N ’ r Teenage Boys and
Girls (New York, 1945), p. 32,
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child'a welfare and the best Interest of the state; and
when such child is removed from his own famlily, to secure
for him custody, care and dliscipline as nearly as possible
‘equivalent to that which should have been given him by
his parents, e

The principle is hereby recognized that children
under the jurisdiction of the ecourt are wards of the
state, subject to the discipline and entitled to the
protection of the state, which may intervene to safe-
guard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the
legal obligations dve teo them and from them. '

yoE
Cogl

Construction of the é&t]

Section 2, This Act ahallﬁ$§ 1£bara11y cong trued
to accomplish the purpose herein pought.

Definitions = \

Section 3. The word "court" meany the Juvenile
Court, The word "Judge" means the Judge of the Juvenile
Court, The term "Delinquent Child" maaﬁ% any female
perason over the age of ten (10) years and under the age
of eighteen (18) years and any male paradg over the age
of ten (10) years and under the age of seventesen {(17)
years} o

(a) who violates any pensl law of this stat
of the grade of felony; |

(b) or who violates any penal law of this state
of the grade of misdemeanor where the punighment pre-'
scribed for such offense may be confinement in jall}

(¢) or who habitually violates any penal law
of this stzte of the grade of misdemeanor where the
punishment prescribed for such offense is by pecuniary
fine only; ‘ '

~ (d) or who habitually viclates any penal
ordinance of & political subdivision of this state;

(e) or who habitually viclates & compulsory
school attendance law of this state;

(f) or who habitually so deports himself as
to injure or endanger the morals or health of himself
or others; ‘

(g) or who

habitually assoclates with vicious
and immoral peraena.a

8 ‘ | 3
Vernon's Texas Statutes, Centennial edition, Supplement
General igua; Forty-eighth Eaéular Sesaion (19&3): pe 184,



Definitions of Delinquency as Given
by Professional People

The question arises, "What is a delinquent?" There are
numerous concepts concerning the term "delingquent." Crow and
Crow describe him as "a teen-age person who has been brought
to court, not as a coriminal wheo is mature enough to recognize
the seriousness of hls offense, but as a maturing person who
needs to be taught the responsibilities of adjusted citizen-
ship."9

Kvaraceus says, "He is a youngater who habitually re~
solves his personal-social problems through overt, aggressive
behavior, which dominant socliety finds bothersome and contrary
to 1ts value-identification."10 Also, he states, "The de-
linquent child 1s one who is habituated to following unac-
ceptable patterns of conduct; a single act does not make a

nll Roucek

delinquent unless the act 1s & grave offense,
gives this version of a delinquent: "A juvenile can be
classified aas delinquent if he is incorrigible, if he as-
sociates with vicious or immoral persons, if he is absent
from home without just csuse or consent, or if he 1s growing

up in 1dleness."1?

961'0' and Crow, 0p. cit., P« 3156

Ow1111am C. Kvaraceus, The Community and the Delinguent
(New York, 195L), p. S7.

1l1p14., p. 53.
12

meck, Ope eito’ Pe 50
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Since these definfitlons are not all inclusive, and because
of the findings in the survey of juvenile delinquency in Erath
County over & twentyeyear period, it will be well to quote
parts of the blanket definition given by Sﬁtherland ahd Cressey
as appiiad to the State of T1linois: |

A delinquent child 1a any male under the age of
gseventeen (17) years, or any female under the age of
eighteen (18) years who viclates any law of this states
or who 18 incorrigible, or knowingly associates with
thieves or immoral personsi or without just cause and

without the oconsent of its parenta, guardian or custodlan
absents itaelf from 1ts home or place of abode or 1ls
growing up in idleness or crimej or knowingly frequents
a house of 111 repute; or knowingly frequents any
gambling house or frequents any saloon where intoxlcating
liguors are sold; or wanders about the streets In the
night time without being on any lawful business or
lawful occcupaticn; or habitually wanders about any
railroad tracks or yardsj or uses vile, obscene, vulgar,
or indecent language in any publlic place or about any
public hguaax or i gullty of indecent or lasclvious
conduct.i3 ‘ :

From the psychologist's point of view, "he is a youngster
who habitually meets his personal-gocial probiems through
open and aggreéaiva behavior not approved by society ganer&lly.“lh
Delinquency 1tself is "behavior disapﬁo:nting beyond
reasonable expectation,” 15 1n general, "delinquency 1s‘nath1ng
more than the frult which hes grown from the seeds of parental

delinquency and munlcipal delinqueney."16

13 | | R
Edwin H. Sutherland and Donald R. Cressey, Pringiglag

of Criminolegy, cited in Illinols Revised Statutes hicago,
19497, pp. 1%54316- |

U paul H. Landis, Social Living (Dallas, 1958), p. 185,

15w lliam H, Sheldon, Varietl ‘
 H, Varietieg of Delinquent Youth (New
York, 19&9), p. B22, b= —

16
Vincent P, Mazzola, Brooklyn Eagle, clted In Crow and
Crow, Our Teenage Boys and Glris i%aw Yari. 1945), p. 325,
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Ascribed Causes
In introducing this short diecuasion of aseribed causes
of juvenile delinquency, it must be accepted that the fléld
is broad and that there are many, many influences and factors
that enter into the problem of aalinquﬁnaya There 1s no
single faotor which is primarily responsible for dm%@nquenay.
It may be sald that each 1ndividﬁsl delinquent is afyraduut )
of some or all of these influences. GOenerally, the fallnwinga//!
factors may be sald to be conducive to juvenile delinquency:
economiec instablility, parental discord, inadequacy of school
offerings, leck of understanding of adolescent psychology on
the part of parents and school facultles, unwholesome neighbore
hood or community conditions, the individual's unpreperedness
for veoecational activities, or unintelligent job plaeamant;17
It 18 Vedder's contention thet:
A ch11d's family 1s the most important influence '
in shaping his personality and character, In this
primary group the child acquires his basic i1deals and
a sense of right and wrong. Here he experiences social

interaction and becomes consclous of atanigrda. goals,
values, and the formulation of judgments,

Family disorganization stands well toward the top as a
causal factor in delinquency., Disorgenization may be & resgult
of "dissolution by death, illness, imprisonment, desertion,
separation, divorce, war, eccnomic conditions, environmental

pressures, occupational requirements, incompatibilities,

17¢crow and Crow, ope clt., pps 6-7,

5 laclyda B. Vedder, The Juvenile Offender (New York, 195%),
Pe 53.



12

irritations, tensions, frustrationg, drunkenness, viaaa;"lg
All of these constitute prime faotors of delinquency causation,.
According to Neumeyer, "A family that is broken by
divorce, desertion, separation or death, or that functions
inadequately as & scolal unit, 1s handicapped in carrying on
its responaibilities toward the childran.“ao Also, quoting
Glueck, "The delinquents are largely deprived of affection by v
thelir fathers, mothers, brothers and sistersi not many respond
warmly to their fathers and mothers or develop an emotional
tie leading to wholesome identification of boy with parents,"2l
Again Glueck relates that "often delinquents were victims of
the indifferences or actual hoastility of their fathers or
. mothers; there was lack of warmth from their brothers and
sisters."?2 1In nis study of 500 delinquents Glueck found
that:
Ineconsistency between the parents in disciplining
& ¢hild, excessive anger, and unfairness may be a source
of emotionel distortion and ultimately may result in
parents and later of school and sosiety.23 )

Economically, of the 1,000 delinquents studied in his

191p14a., pp. 13-17.

20Maptin N. Neume ' :
. yer Jnveg%la Delinguency in Modern
Society (New York, 1955).’p- o =L =

21
Sheldon Glueck and Eleanor Glueck, Unraveling Juvenile
Delinquency (New York, 1950), p. 133. ' ‘

2251ueck and Glueck, Delinquents in the Yaking (New York,
1952); Pe 630

RBZbidd; Pe 65b
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Unraveling Juvenile Delinquenecy, Glusck found that:

None eould maintalin its standard of living beyond
gix months in the event of loss of income; 66, per eent
acoumulated little or nothing, living from day to day,.
The average weekly income per persop was $7.603 19,1 per
cent had no income earnings at all, b

In general the delinquents grew up in a family atmosphere
not cenduclve to the development of emotionally well inte-
grated, happy youngsiers.

Vedder states that:

It 1ia generally recognized that delinguent behavior
is influenced by the physical condition of the dwelling,
the alum type of neighborhoed. Nental attitudes ars
affected by physical surroundings, and the care and love
of the parent for the child may be aabjﬁagod to 8 severe
strain due to conditions of bad housing.?

Hollingshead makes this statement concerning the influences
of the child's environment upon his behavior:

Behavior patterns are esteblished primarily by their
early experiences in the famlly and secondarily in the
neighborhood; similar experiences in family end neighbor=
hood mold ehildren into similar social types because
their learning in both areas tends to be strongly as-
soclated with class. 'The great majority of the ehlldren
have had moat of thelr ohildhood experiences in th§$
intimate, limited area of family and nelghborhood,
Hollingshead set up & soclel class scale in which he

groups scclety accerding to education, resldence, and occue
pation. By roughly classifyling, according to occupation, the

parents of the Brath County Jjuvenile delinquents, a similarity

ahaluenk and Glueck, Unraveling Juvenile Delinguency,
SPs Site, Do 154, '

25?&&(’01" DD MO. Pe Sht

26, B, Holllngshead, Elmstown's Youth (New York, 1949),
pp. LLh-Lhs,.
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was found which indlcates that the environment influences the
behavior of the child. ’

According to this rough alansificatien,'two £a11 into
Class I, executives and proprietors and ma jor ﬁveresaiunas
one into Class II, managers, proprietors of medium businesses}
one into Class III, administrative personnel, owners of small
businesses, semi-professional; thirty into Class IV, owners
of little businesses, clerical and sales workers, technicians;
four into Class V, skilled workers; twenty-five into Clasa VI,
aomivakilledz forty-five into Class VII, unskilled workers.

There i1s abundant evidence to the effect that schools v
are a factor in delinquency causation by reason of "their
failure to make adequate provision for ¢hildren who deviate
from the norm, whether physically, mentally, emotionally, or
socially."®7 Roucek goes on to say that "the school con=
tributes to delingquency not only beaau#e it provides an
environment where large groups of children are thrown to=
gether without supervision but because it creates frustrating
situations with which some individuals cannot cape.‘za For
many maladjusted and potentially delinquent children, going
to school is just anotﬁér frustrating and unhappy experience,

The origin of a major percentage of juvenile delinquency
can be traced to the ocmmﬁn&ty. Within the community may be

found what are sometimes called "agencies of moral risk."

2TRoucek, op. cit., pe 153.

281p14., p. 158.
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These may include poolrooms, bars, cheap dance halls, juke
joints and other commercial hangouts. Though there 1s no bar
located in Erath County, there 1s a little village of cheap
taverns only thirty miles dlstant. Many Erath County citizens
have seen & number of the youths of the county go into these
taverns.

Kvaraceus concludes that "the basic ceuse for mcst
youthful violence i1s 8 misdirected quest for security and

ennformity.”ag

vzngamaeua, 0D 9_1_!*_03 P 65.



CHAPTER IV

CASE STUDIES OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS
IN ERATH COUNTY FOR THE
PERICD JANUARY 1, 1938,

TO DECEMBER 31, 1958

Case hilstorlea of the one hundred nine delinquents
appearing before the County juvenlle Court during the twenty-
year perlod were made in order to determine the offenses and
disposition of the cases; to analyze if possible the causes;
end to determine as nearly ss possible the present status of
the delinquents. In some instances the county judge had
compiled brief hlstories; these were taken from the county
court records, In some other cases information was taken
from records in training institutions. In others, personsl
interviews were held with friends, neighbors, relatives,
ministers, school prinecipsls and other school poraenn@io

In presenting the case histories, each child will be
referred to by case number. This 1s done bessuse of the
1llegality of identifying a delinquent by neme, The number
appearing after the cese number indlecates the year in whieh
the child was dec¢lared delinguent.

Cese 1-38 was & ten-year-old boy who wag brought before
the court the firat time because of petty thefts, roaming
the streets at night, and drinking intexiaating 11§ﬁ0§a. He

1A
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was committed to his parents under the conditions that he
remain et home at night, stay off the streets and violate no
provigions of the Delinquent Chila Lawa.If'

In 1943 he was arreated for drunken driving, reprimanded
by the county Judge and again committed to his parents. In
1946 Case 1~38 was in trouble again, this time charged with
theft of an sutomoblile. His previous commitments were revoked
and he was committed to the State Training School for Boys at
Gatesville, Texas, June 5, 1946, for a period of one year.,?

Investigation revealed that Cease 1 wes living with his
mother and step-father, his mother having divorced his own
father when the child was seven. He had one younger brother,
8 step-brother, and a step-sister, both older than he. The
children lived in an atmosphere of cursing, coarse language
and drinking by the atep-father, who was & farmer-stockman,
Case 1 and his younger brother took much "euffing"™ and verbal
abuse from the step-parent.

Though the mother was considered by her neighbors to be
good, & member of the Church of Chriast, she followed the path
of least resistance and did.not bother with religious training
for the children., 8he often remonstrated with her husband over
the abuse to the children, but this only led to more abuse and

she gave up.

19’46)a P
21b1d., pe 17.
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Cage 1 later joined the Alr Corps and wag killed in
gervice during World War 11,3

Cage 2-38 was first brought to court for the offense of
theft under #50.00 and was committed to his parents. July 31,
1940, he was arrested for burglary and breaking Intoc a store
for the purpose of theft, Thlis time he was committed to the
State Training School for Boys at Gataaville.h He escaped
from the school October 13, 1940, and was arreated again in
Erath County for theft under $50.,00. Case 2 was re-committed
to the State Training Schools® The child was released from
the school March 1, 1941, only to be in trouble with officers
four days later. His offense agzain was theft under £50,00,
He spent three days in jall; the parents pald for the atolen
property.

One week after his fourth offense, Case 2 was arrested
for drunk driving, driving without & lisense, and carrying
an unlawful weapon, He was recommitted to the State Training
School Mareh 16, 1941.6

During the three-year period thnt.v Case 2 was in the
correction school, he was frequently In trouble with the

personnel at the training school., Often he started fights

3Interview with a neighbor of Casge 1, Stapheﬁvilma,
%”3‘ March 2' 1959.

hﬁrath CLounty Juvenile Court Records, op. git., p. 18,
5Ibide, pe 19.
61p1d, .
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with other inmates and used abusive language in speaking to
his group leader. He refused to do academlc work and his work
in vocational flelds was done haphazardly¢7

Stnce 19L);, Case 2 has served a two-year sentence in the
State Prison for robbery with fire armaqa

Case 2~38 had an unsettled home life; both parents had
been married twice, Case 2 waa their only child., The home
was completely lacking in religious influence, nelther parent
having any church affiliation nor having made any profession
of faith. As far as could be determined, the father had no
real occupation. He obviously made his living by questionable
mesns., He was known to tranaport whiskey into dry territory.
Often the father was away from the home for several days at a
time, his whereabouts unknown to the wife and son. Neither
parent seemed to have much interest in the aon's schoolings
his attendance was erratic and his grades far below average.
He 414 not complete the eighth grade.

The family has moved to another state and 1t has been
rumored that Case 2 has run afoul of the law a number of times.®

Case 3-39 was an impudent, thirteen-year=cld boy who
bragged of cursing and sweesring before he was ten. FHe liked

to think of himself es a lesder &nd carefully chose his

TInterview with Superintendsent of Boys' Training 8chool,
Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

81nterview with a former Erath County judge, March 5, 1959,

9Interview with a friend of Case 2, 3taphenvilla, Texas,
March 5, 1959,
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agssoclates from the roughest groups. He &nd his gang pitted
their strength and wits against other groups and were often
fnvolved in gang fights. Their delight was in throwing
over-ripe tomatoes and rotten eggs at houses. 10 A

On September 8, 1939, Case 3 was arrested for breaking
1nta a service station and taking & new tire and & battery. 11
Baaausa of his environment the county judge belleved 1t the
best interest of the child to commit him to the State Training
School for Boys in the hope that ghis type of correction would
straighten him out,.12

It seems that there were five children in the family,
Cage 3 being the coldest. The father eked out an existence
as a day laborer and frequently was without work. The children
who were old enough chopped cotton and did ysrd work to help
supply the unbalanced food that they shared. The entire
family lived in a two-room house with & "lean-to." The
chlldren were poorly clad, The mother was seen in the flelds
in the company of other men¢13

It can be seen from this environment that the children

would receive no encouragement to go to school, Case 3 was

101nterview with a friend of Cata 3, Staphsnvilla, Texag,
¥Yareh 8, 1959,

112;&& County Court Juvenile Records, ops git., p. 20.

121hterview with a former Erath County judge,
Stephenville, Texas, March 5, 1959,

13Intarvaew with & neighbbor of Case 3, Stephenville,
Texas, March 9, 1959,
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at that time in the seventh grade, but he was truant most of
the time. All grades except two were falling gradaa.lh

Case 3 was unco-operative and sulky when he first entered
the training sochool. He refused to talk and threatened other
boys. Unleas he could be "it" in games, he refused to co-
operate. At meals he gulped his food and scoffed at manners;
he "waan't going to be a panty waist."15

After two months hils attitude changed and he became more
co-operative, His abllity as a leader was recognized and
through proper ehanholing, hia new~found good influence among
other inmates was felt, He was allowed to handle small dutles
about the school. He became keenly interested in leather
tooling and erafts and made many beautiful nbjecta.16

Case 3 re-entered the public schools of Stephenville
after his release from the correction school and became an
ambitious student., His progress was rapid and he made good
grades. In his sophomore year, his family left Erath County,
but Case 3 refused to accompany them. He was taken into the
home of a childless couple who gave him the advantaeges he
otherwise would not have had,

After his graduation from high school, he entered
Tarleton 8tate College and from there he went to Hardin-

Simmons University. Through the religious atmosphere of the

1hParmanont Record Flles of Stephenville High School.

15Interview with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

V1p14. ‘



college and the guld@ance of hils foster parents, he became a
Christian. Case 3 ls& now one of the youngest superintendents
of a large high school in Texasg.:T

‘The home 1ife of Case }j-30 was certainly not condueive
to heppy living. The fether and mother blekered and quarreled
congtantly. Both consorted wlth partners other then esach
other, The mother admitted gshe never lnew who wes the father
of her aix children., Case |} related that the most outstanding
thing he could remember In hils boyhood wes that he was zlways
hungry and that many times he ate from gerbage cans. The
family never had much money &s the father did not have regular
employment; he d1d mlscellsneons haullng with his amall truck.

Stealing appealed to Case l; beczuse 1t meant he could
eat, He started takling little things and then articles of
more value, He admitted that he let meanness take him over
and he didnot try to do anything good. School meant nothing
to him; he didriot try to lesrn nor to get along with teachers)
he quit while he was In jJjunlor high‘ls

The first court offense of Case | ocourred when he was
fourteen; at thla time he was cited for petty theft and
roaming the public streets &t night. Por thls offense he
was committed to his parents. A yeer later he was gullty of
theft over $50,00, using obscene language in public places

17 Interview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
Stephenville, Texas, Marech 11, 1959.

181nterviaw with & relative of Case lj, Stephenville,
Texas, Mareh 11, 1959,
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and staying out at night. This time he was committed to one
year in the State Training School for Boys,19

The behavior of Case li during his at&yhin the State
School was good, He told the superintendent that he was glad
to be there because he had plenty to eat and could play ball
aihca his physical condition improved, While in the school,
he learned mechanic and shop work and upon his,return to
Stephenville a year later he obtained a job in a garags‘za

At the age of seventeen he was married to & girl who
wes conaldered to be a nice person and who came from what
appeared to be a good, Christlian family. Soon his meen ways
took over. He abused his wife in every way pcssible; he digd
not try to earn a living, and the wife and two sons practically
starved., He was gone days at a time without her knowing where
‘he was, The wife finally divorced him and returned to her
parents; he entered the army.

After his return from the army, Cese lj married egaing
this marriage lasted anly'h short times. He then went to
Californie and“has married for the third time., Whether or
not he lg golng stralght is not known-21

Case 5439 lived on a turkey farm with his father and

step~-mother; others in the family were an older brother and a

12§gath Oounty Court Juvenile Records, ope clte, p. 21,

201nterview with Superintsndent of Boys' State Training
8chool, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

2lInterview with a relative of Case lj, Stephenville,
Texas, March 11, 1959,
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younger half-sister. Case 5 and the other children had worked
hard on this farm since theilr early childhood. Some years
were prosperous; others were lean, the father going heavily
into debt to carry on operations of the farm,

When Case 5 was thirteen, his father became 111 of
throat cancer and the farm finally had to be socld iIn order to
meet the mounting hospital bills. The family moved to town
and the mother found employment in a cafe. The older boy
worked in a grocery store; Case 5 did yard work. After the
father's death, Case 5 started hanging around the elity square
after night, and he soon became assoclated with rough and
more experienced boya. He and Case lj=39 became closely
assoclated in petty thefts and soon bacame more deeply ine
volved in stealing.??

Case 5 was finally charged "with theft over $50.00;
committed to the Boys' State Training S8School at Gatesville,
Texas, for & period of one year,"23

At the end of three months he was found trying to escape
from the achool. For this he was confined to a locked rcom
for one week, Hlas behavior for the next four montha was
exemplary, At that time he and another boy succeeded in
escaping.

The second night after thelr escape the two boys held an
elderly farm couple at bay with a length of iron pipe. They

221nterview with a close friend of Case 5, Stephenville,
Texas, March 8, 1959, ‘

23Erath coﬁntx Court Juvenlle Records, op. cit., p. 22.

|
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took over twenty~-five dollars from a purse found in a dresser
drawer, and they got away in the couple's plck~-up truck. The
pick-up was found abandoned in San Antonio three days later.
Case 5 and his ecompenion were caught in the M. K, T, freight
yards as they were attempting to board a freight train, The
two were returned to the training school and placed under
guard for one month. Case 5 was released from the State
Training School in 1941 at the age of aevant&an;ah

Cagse 5 returned to Stephenville and as far as could be
determined, he remeined there for one month., Nothing further
18 known of him.25

Cage 6~39 entered Stephenville High Sechool on September 5,
19383 the first part of this year his grades were good; he had
a B average., Also hls conduct was good. However, in his
sophomore year his grades became falr, then poor. Hig teachers
noted that his conduct changed. He was conatantly in trouble
with the prinelpal and his teachers. It was learned that he
had started a line of offenses beginning October 31, 1938.26

On Mareh 21, 1938, Case 6 was charged with petty theft
and the breaking of street lights. He was committed to his
parents.27 On March 31, 1939, Case & was again before the

ahInterviaw with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

gglnterviov with a neighbor of Case 5, Stephenville,
Texas, March 8, 1959.

6Intsrv1ev with Principal of Stophanvillq High School,
March 10, 1959.

27Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 23.
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courts for theft under $50.00. He was made to pay for stolen
property and released to the parenta.28
On April 7, 1939, Case 6 broke into a rilling station,
taking four tires, a battery, and & rddioc., TFor this offense
he was committed to the State Training School at Gateaville 29
The father of Case 6 was descerded from a much respscted
Ereth County ploneer famlly which held large properties in
the county. However, neighbors believed that the father had
a "wild streak" in him and neighbors sald that he ran around
with several different women. Though he provided well,
materlally, for his wife and four sons, he was seldom with
them. Priends thought that the mother was kind, sweet, and
generous, but she was unable to cope with her pr@blema.3°
After his release from the State Training School in 1941,
Case 6 continued his road to crime., He was constantly ine
volved with the law enforcement officials. He was finally
killed in 1945 by an irate husband after Case 6 had eriminally
assaulted his wife.3! At his funeral the officiating minister

said, "Live ye in the way of the righteous; we know where he
i&onBa

281p44,, p. 2. 291p1d,

———————

3ﬂlnt0rviow with a neighbor of Case 6, Stephenville,
Texas, March 12, 1959.

3linterview with a former Erath County deputy sheriff,
Stephenville, Texas, March 16, 1959,

| 321nterview with a relative of Case 6, Stephenville,
Texas, March 18, 1959,
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Cuse 7-39 was two years younger than his brother, Cass 6,
He began some of his minor offenssas in the company of hia
brother, He was declared dellnquent December 6, 1939, after
"breaking into a cafe past midnight, taking ten eartons of
oigarettaa, and attempting to take money from a juke box,"33
He was committed to Boys' Stats Training Scheol, Gatesville,
for one yaar.3h

Because of good bshavior and his good attitnde, Cage T
was released from the correction school at the end of six
montha 435

Friends believed the progress of Case 7 in soclety after
his release was good., FHe returned to school September, 1940,
and made good grades, When he entered high school, he began
playing football and became a star player. He was captain of
his team in his senlor year., After hls graduation from high
school, Case 7 went on to Tarleton State College for one year
before he entsred the army.

At the present time he 1s married, has a son and a
daughter, and works for an insurance firm in na11a5.36

Associated with Case 7 was Case 8-39. As this was his
first offense, Case 8 was committed to his father.37 The

litpi4,

351nterviow with Superintendent of Boys! State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959.

361ntarviaw with Prinecipal of Stephenville High School,
Mareh 13, 1959,

37Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 26,
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parents of this boy owned a farm aix miles from Stephenville,
There were two older brothers and an older sister in the family
groups Neighbors respected the family and belleved them to
be prosperous. None of the other children had ever bheen in
troubla.Ba- |

Case 3 continued in school, behaving in a normal pattern
and making passing grades, After graduating from high school,
he became assgoclated wlth hls father in farming end raising
Hereford cattle, Ke has a family consligting of his wife and
three children, He owns a ranch adjoining his father's
property.3? |

Case 9-39 firast came to the juvenile court on June 22, 1939,
He had quit school the previocus year before completing junlor
high school. He frequented a house where gambling and
drinking were known by neighbors to take place. On June 18,
he was caught as he ran rom a hardware store where he had
rifled the cash reglster, taking fifteen dollaras in change,
Under his arm he carried a radio which he had teken from the
same ataraaho

The parentas of Case 9 were deceasedy he lived with a
spinster aunt who was a typist for a lawyar.hi

38Interview with a neighber of Case 8, Morgen Will,
Texas, Mareh 10, 1959.

391ntcrview with Prinecipal 9r Stephenville High School,
Merch 9, 1959,

hazntarview with a former Erath County judge, Stephenville,
Texas, March 5, 1959.

hllntcrviow with a relative of Case 9, Sbaphanvilln,
Texas, March 16, 1959,
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On June 22, 1939, Case 9 was declared delinquent for the
offense of breaking into & hardware store and theft of over
$50.00., He was committed to the custody of an attarnay.hg
In September of the same year Case 9 was found guilty of
burglary and was committed to the Boys' State Training School,
Gatesville, Toxaa¢h3

During the year that Case 9 was in the State School, he
was unco-operative and sulky, He waa overgrown for his fifteen
years and liked "to throw his weight around." The boys didrhbt
like him and were unfriendly toward hzm,hh |

After his release from the correction school, Case 9
returned to hils aunt, but he ran away shortly thereafter; hils
present whereabouts is unknawn.hg

Cases 10-39 and 11-39 are step~brothers involved in the
same trouble, Both were fifteen at the time they were declared
delinquent. The parents are belleved by neighbors tc be oute
standing cltizens of thelr community, twelve miles north of
Stephenville. They are leaders in their church.

The mother of Case 10 died when he waas five, The grand-
parents came to live in the home until the father's second

marriage.

hgﬁrath County Court Juvenile Reaard:.{gg.‘ggg., é; 27.
U31p14.

hhlntnrviaw with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

hsxntervicw with & relative of Case 9, Stephenville,
Texas, March 16, 1959,
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The father of Cage 11 died when the boy was seven, leaving
him and his foure-year old slister to the care of the mother,
She had no close relatives to turn to and she earned thelir
living by keeping house for otheras It was when in the employ
of the grandparents of Case 10 and hie father that ahe met
and married the father. Poth boys attended Ruckaby High School
and plaved on the basketball taam,hé

They related to the county judge:

We began teking candy and chewing gum from a

combination grocery store and gas station when we

were thirteen., After finding this easy to do, we

was walting on gas anatomeraddl 0 the omer

Case 10 and Cass 1l were declared delinquent on
November 2, 1939, for theft under #50,00 when they stole
some auto aoccessories from a grocery store~gas stetion In
Huckaby, Texas. Both boys were committed to their parents.lt8

Case 12-39 was s member of a family group consisting of
the mother, her husband and eight other children. The trus
relationship of each other leaves rcom for doubt, as the mother
admitted to neighbors affairs with many men. The husband was
no better in the opinlon of neighborss his affalrs with
women were widely known by the people in the communitys Their

living condlitions were rather haphazard and oftentimes meager,

hélntavviaw with Principal of Huckeby Public School,
Huckaby, Texas, March 18, 1959,

h7Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. olt., p. 28,
b8rpea,
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as he tried to earn & living sz a used car salesman; the mother,
between pregnancies, worked in a 'nelpy~-selfy laundry," The
chlldren, left slons, roamed the streets.

The oldest sister and brother were converted and joined
the Fiprst Baptist Church and were never involved in any trouble,
They became respected citizens and teachers in Sunday School,
The other children were involved in various troubles. Three
of the girls are thought to have had more than one illegitie
mate child.h9

Cese 12 began his delinguent career with petty thefts.
He says, ”The#e was never enough money to go around. I had
trouble earning enough money for school suppllies., I started
stealing from my classmates durlng recess, I had & bad habit
of not being noregt."50

On December 1, 1939, at sixteen, Case 12 broke into an
appliance atore, taking two portable radios, a portable record
player, an electric toaster, 2nd an electric percolator, On
December 7, 1939, he was committed to the Boys! State Training
S8chool, Catesville, for a period of three ysars, After one
year he was paroled to hls parents on probation for two yuava¢51

Case 12 never returned to school for his junlor year,

When he was nineteen, he was in a car wreck. His back was

hglntorviaw with a neighbor of Case 12, Stephenville,
%mﬂg ﬂaroh 18‘ 19590

5 5°Inte§viaw with Case 12, Stephenville, Texas, March 19,
1959

Slﬁrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 29.
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broken and his skull was fractured. As & result, he was left
in a semi-invalid condition. While he was in the hospital,
his parents were divorced, Both have since remarried. Case 12
lives with his father and ntep—ﬁother, unable to do much for
nimaelf .52

\Oaming from a long line of relatives having bad repu~
tations, Case 13=-39 séarcoly had a chance, in the opinion of
neighbors., His father before him had been a delinquent in-
volved in many episodes before he was eighteen. The mother's
reputation, too, was bad; the relatives on both sides were
bad. The parents were married shortly after the oldest
brother was born. This boy is & cousin to Cases 6 and 7.53

Young in life, Case 13 learned to drink beer given to
him by his parenta who made the same and bootlegged 1t.
During the day the father did carpenter work; at night both
Qaronta peddled the beer, The three brothers were left alone
or were carried along on the peddling jaunta.5h

Understandably the school work of Case 13 was of the
poorest type; without the lncentive or the encouragement, he
cared nothing for learning nor assocliating with good boys and
girla.55

1959 Salnharviaw with Case 12, Stephenville, Texas, March 19,
[ ]

53Inborview with a friend of Case 13, Johnsville, Texas,
l{areh 6 s 1959 . .

5thtarviev with a relative of Case 13, Johnaville,
‘Texas, March 6, 1959.

55Intarviaw with Principal of Stephenville High S3chool,
March 8, 1959,



33

On December 6, 1939, Case 13 was involved with Cases 6
and 7 in breaking into a cafe. ‘ﬂe was committed to his parantn,sé
Four deys later he was chargéd with drinking and being drunk
on public streets and using foul lenguage in a public place.
Again he was committed to his parents.57 On December 18, 1939,
he was brought to court for burglery and theft. This time he
was sentenced to three years in the Boys' State Training
S8chool, G&tonvillo»sa

During his stay at the State School, Case 13 gave no
trouble; he co-operated in all he was asked to do and was
paroled after one year to hls parents, to be on probation for
the remaining four yﬂ&P3¢59

He was never returned to court, though he waa questioned
several times on suspicion, Priends believe he is living in
Houston, but they know nothing of his family status nor of
his occupation.

Case 1439 is the son of a brick mason; the mother is a
housewife, There are ﬁhr«e older brothers and two younger
sisters in the family., The oldest brother was, in 1939,
under a two-year suspended sentence for cattle theft and sale
of the same. The father was & hard worker, but during that

- period he was not regularly employed, as bullding was slow.

gsErnth County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 30.

57&1@.-. p. 31. 581bid., p. 32.

591nterview with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 19590,



The children did what they could to supplement the family
1naoma‘6°
The first offense of Case 1}, on December 6, 1939, came
by way of the passing of & bad check in the amount of $20,00,
He was released to his parents after they had paid the dam=
ragad puraon@él Then on February 2, 1939, he was apprehended
/ﬁfcr burglary., He was made to pay for the property taken,
/ severely reprimanded and sgain released to his parenta«éa
/ From that time until March 10, 1940, Case 1l was picked
r up ané‘quastioned several timea on suspicion, but nothing was
. definitely pinned on him until he committed theft over $50.00,
a - March 13, 1940. He was committed to the Boys' State Training
S8chool, Gatesville, for this arfenae.53

After six months, Case 1 wes released from the State
School. The femily moved from Erath County shortly after and
his present status iz not known.

The father of Case 15-39 was a carpenter, unemployed
from time to time, During periods of unemployment he was
known to drink excessively. A relative said that the father
gave Case 15 his first drink of whiskey. The mother supple=
mented the income of the family by working part time in a

beauty parlor. An older brother and one younger sister

601 terview with a neighbor of Case 1, Selden, Texas,
March 19; 1959.

61§£at§ County Court Juvenlle Records, op. cit., ps 31,
621p14. 631bid., p. 32.
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completed the family. The older brother had been questioned
by poliao on several occasions for drinking and reckless
drivlng,éhv .
| - On April 11, 1939, Case 15 was brought before the éoqrﬁ,
and charged with "being drunk on public streets, cursing an
officer, and meking improper advances to an eleven~year-old.
Tgirla“§5 ‘He was committed to his parents and ordered to stay
; e:t‘thg atreets after dark‘éé ,
The school attendance of Case 15 was erratic after he
complested the sixth graede. Untll thet time his grades were
fair and his conduct good, In junior high school he became a
trouble-maker and was abusive éa other children, It was noted

frequently that he came to school with his eyes red from lack

of sleep and from drinking. He was expelled from school when
he was in the elighth grade aftlr cursing and striking &
teacher,57

From 1940 to 1941 Case 15 worked as a gas station attendant.

After that year he jolned the army. He was killed in action
during World Wer XI.ée

6h1nt0rvian with a ralatiJ of Case 15, Bublin, Texas,
March 21, 1959,

6sﬁrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., pr. 33.
%Ibido’ Pe 330

67Inturv1aw with Principal of Stephenville Junior High
8chool, April 2, 1959,

68Xntcrview with Erath County Clerk, Stephenville,
Texas, March 29, 1959,
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At this point 1t is well to mention that there 1s a gap
in available information concerning the family and social
hlétury of the following cases: Case 16-/40, Case 18«&0,
Case 19-40, Case 20-40, Case 21-40, Case 22-40, Case 2li-Lo,
Case 25-40, Case 33-40, Case 35-&6, Case 38-46, and Case 3¢fu&¢
However, 1nfarmatién relative to ages, tﬁpos of offenses,
disposition of cases, occupation of'parsnta, and religious
affiliation was available, Thiu 1s given in the tabular |
forms. |

Case 17-40 was a fifteen-year-old boy living in Dublin,
Texas, with his parents and one younger sister, There was “
sufficient money in the family and they lived‘éomfortably
and apparently happily. The father was manager of an implement
company; the mother was & church and civis leader of her
community. Neighbors relate that Case 17 began running with
a rough erowd when he was thirteen years old and until his
adulthood, lived a rough life, The neighbors and friends
thought that he was spoiled and wanted his way in everything,

Case 17 was given a liberal allowancej however, he began
writing "hot' checka to get more money to spend recklaaaly.69

On January 12, 1940, Case 17 was brought before the
juvenile court and charged with writing several checks for
which he had no menay.7° After his father had paid for all

6PXnterv£ow with Assistant Postmester, Dublin, Texas,

703?&%3 County Court Juvenile Records, op. git., p. b,
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damages, Gaua‘17 was relesged to his paranta.71 .

Case 17 is now a married man who has two children; he is
a farmer-rancher intthe Edna Hill ﬂammunity; His naighbora
and business aaaaciébea consider him to be & successful maﬁ,
end his children en joy much pepulabity in Dublin Eigh‘$chaol¢72

Case 23-41 sald of himself, "I would say that I have
failed myself and my parents, I knowltherq‘ara a lot of
things I‘should do, but T can't bring myself around Qo do
them. Also, there are some things I should stop doing.”73
Thus spoke the only aon'ef & noted phyalcian and his wife, a
prominent woman in church and soeial circles.

Case 23, at the age of sixteen, was ordered to appear in
eourt, along with his father, for repeated offenses of
loitering about town, and reckless and drunken driving. He
was committed to hls parents.?l

This boy was born late in the 1life of his parents and
was much pampered and given too many privileges and too much
money to upend.75 Though he possegsed & good mind, he did not
try very h@rd in his school work after he reached the Juniérhigh
school level and his grades dropped,

Tpig,

721nterview with a Dublin High School faculty member,
D’ublin; Tﬂma’ Apri'l 5' 19590

ath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cite, p. 35,
notatlen by ounty Jﬁ&ga‘“la

7!4%.

751nterv1ew with a close friend of Case 23, Stephenville,
Texas, April 6, 1959.
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Case 23 had a winning personality and possessed & host
of friends; he was wellyliked by teachersa, and his manners
were considered good both to old and young. Always, he was
ineluded in sociel functions of the school end community. He
wag voted begt all-round boy of Stephenville High Sehool in
his senlor year. He was & star football player throughout
his high school years and received a football scholarship to
- Texasg Chrigstien University upon his graduation., However,
during his first seasson he would not study and did not make
passing grades; he was dropped from Texss Christian at the
end of the firet aem@star§76

Cage 23 returned to his home town and was !dle most of
the time, Before apring he was involved In & wreck in which
one foot wag completely severed. Upon hils rscovery, he
entered Tarleton State College where he reglatered In
Buginess Administration. There he made & good vscord, quit
drinking, and later married,

Now Cage 23 18 s successful publisvofficial in Erath
County, & position he has held for three consecutive terms,
He hag a daughter and 2 gon énd appears to be well-contented
end happy.

The parents of Case 26-l2 were 1living together on a farm
of 165 scres, which they owned. The mother, & bed-ridden

invalid for several years, was completely helpless; she hed to

70Interview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
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be lifted and fed by another, At times her mind drifted; her
lower jaw was partially paralyzed and her talk was almost un~
intelligible, |

The father was cook, housekseper, nursemaid, farmer and
stockefarmer all in one., An older sister worked as a nurse
away from home; a younger brother, slong with Case 26, ase
sisted his father with the farm works 77

The two brothers, Case 26 end Case h8~50, were poor
students in school, bsrely passing some subjects, feiling
others. Case 26 quit school in his Junior'year.78

After several minor offenses and warnings from police,
Case 26 was charged with theft on March 1}, 1942, He was
committed to his father with stipulations that he remain at
home under the custody and control of hia father and obey
him.79 Two months later he was guilty of burglary. Agailn,
because of conditions at home, Case 26 was committed to his
father,80

No further record was found of delinquency before he
entered the army at the age of nineteen. He was later killed
in action in World Wer II.

Case 28-443 and Case 2943 are brothers, ages sixteen and

TTInterview with & naighber of Case 26 Euak&by, Texas,
March 18, 1959.

781nterview with Principal of Stephenville High auhoal,
March 17, 1959.

79Erathyceuntx Court Juvenlile Records, op. cit., p. 36.
801114,
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fourteen. No record was found of a fathgr,‘whehher deceaged
or whether divorced from the mother. The mother of these two
boys and thelr three younger sisters were living in a three-
room house with & man who clalmed her as his common law wife,
Thia man tried to eke out an exiatencé'éa‘a typewriter repalre.
man, but because of the mode of living of this family, his
customers were few, Neighbors decl&raa that the mother "hired"
herself out to other men,Sl

None of the children were made to attend school} they went
when they wanted to go. Caase 28 and Case 29 reached the ninth
and eighth grades respectively. Their grades were veryrp¢¢r4a2

As early as the elementary‘yaara these boya‘ﬁarﬁ in .
trouble a number of times for roaming the streets, annqk&ng
into alleys and wandering in the yards of townspeople .93

In April of 1943, the two boys werc brought before the
court for theft of a bicycle and the sele of the game, They
were made to pay the owner and were committed to their mother
and an attarney.ah The feollowing month they entered a wholew~
sale grocery warehouse and took an unnamed number of cartons
of cigarettes, chewling gum, candy, one case of coffee, one

case of cookies, and one box of men's work gloves, For this

311ntarvipwfw1ﬁh Chairman of the Red Cross, Stephenville,
Texas, April 8, 1959, ‘

‘vazrsrmansnt School Records, Stephenville High School,
Stephenville, Texas.

83Intervisw with a former city polliceman, Stephenville,
Texas, April 8, 1959.

ahsrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. clt., p. 37.

————————



L1

offenge they were committed to Soys' State @raining School,
Gatesville, May 29, 1943,85 o

8ix weeks after their commitment ﬁnay as&#paﬁ from State
Training School, but they were found &ar%y kha%nsxt morning
huddled in & culvert. They were reburna& to th@ aahmal where
they kamainaﬁ one yeer. At that time thay were rﬁl&aaad to
the cnatody of a widdle-aged, childless parm aauplawaé Hothing
18 known of them 5t the present time, ”i

Cage 30-h!; onee sald, "I wish I waré better 11kaﬁ‘ﬁy
girls and T wish I had enough money for ébma things samai“
timaa.”a? Thls Yoylas father, according tﬂ & relative, ﬂania@
him the opportunity to esrn encugh money ﬁb take a girld for )
godas or 1lce cream. The boy had to hurry muma to work for
his father In his £1lling station; he was ﬁgt given an ale
lowance for hla work. The boy wanted to ﬁqﬁ%ﬁa things his
friends 4lde As he was denled the money, gﬁsa 30 did his
firat stealing from his mother's cookie jar where she kept
ehanga.aa -

Cese 30 took hls next satep on the rﬁaﬁ\ta delinquency by
stealing & 422 rifle, ie took the gun, which was strapped to
& bieycle, while the owner was in a store buylng shells for &
rabbit hunt,

851p14., pe 36.

Béxntarview wilth Buperintendent of Boys!'! State Training
School, Gatesville, Texag, April 15, 1959,

87xnt®rv*ew with a relative of Case 30, Worgan Will,
Texas, April 5, 1959,

881114,
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on November S, 19Lli, Case 30 was charged with theft
under $50,00, a rifle., He was made to pay for the rifls,
which he had sold, and was committed to his father, on promise
that he would keep his son out of trouble,89

Case 31«4l was a twelve year old boy found to be living
in deplorable eircumstances. The father wag gone, his where-
abouts unknown. There were two younger brothers and two
older sisters, all of whom were living in an unpeinted, three
room house in the edge of Stephenville., The mother and
daughters did washing and ironing for the public in order to
support the family., The boys did yerdwork when available.
There were times when food was meager, and the boys became
easy prey to influences of questionable callibre. They
gtarted running around with & person who wasg arrested a
number of times for drunkenness and twice on suspiocion of
burglary.

The three boys started hanging around the local golf
links hunting lost balls, which they sold to golfers. They
were found pilfering the automobiles parked near the club
house and were chagsed away by the caretaker,?

Case 31 was brought before the juvenile court on

November 21, 19Ll;, charged with theft of a wallet containing

89Erath County Court Juvenile Regords, ops clts, Ds 39

P interview with & former County Attorney, Stephenville,
Texas, April 10, 1959,
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twenty dollars, taken from the men's locker room at the Golf
Club House. He wps committed to his mother after return of
the money and tallet.91

On December 12, 19lL)i, he was arrested again for atealing
turkeys from a local hatchery. He was paroled to the county
ﬁttOPHGYng December 19, 194li, he was again in court "eharged
with burglery; breaking into a garage, stealing a valuable
jack, a number of wrenches and other tools."”3 His parole
was revoked and he was committed to Boys'! 8State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, for two yaws..%

The mother of Case 31 and the other children moved to
Uvalde while Case 31 was in the correction school, Her
brother owned a ranch there and as his wife had dled, he
asked his sister to keep house for him and his ten-year~old
son, Under the happier circumstances to whieh Case 31 re-
turned, he soon gainad confidence in himself and became a
willing ranch hand for his unale.95

The father of fourteen-year-old Case 32-45 was by repu~
tation a "no-good scoundrel," Neighbors and acquaintances
believed him to be a liar, a drunkard, and a chaser of women.

He was & house painter by trade and ordinarily made a good

g%gguth County Court Juvenile Raqorda,igg.‘gig‘,lp. ho.

921v14., p. b1, P1p14., pe 42,
h1b1a,

95Intervinw with a relative of Case 31, Stephenville,
Texas, April 10, 1959,



Ly

living, but his occupation took him from home more frequently
than he was presant.gé

The mother dlvorced her husband when he deserted his
fqﬁilygﬁpreaumably for another woman. The mother, an easy
going, uneducated person with a wealmess for "going," soon
m&rriea agailn., The younger daughter and a twelvesyear-old
son went with the mother to live, Case 32 and his sixteen~
year-cld brother were taken by their grandfather, an elderly
farmer who 1ived alone.®7

The older brother was thought to be a steady, likable
boy and got ainng well In school and was helpful to his
grandfather. Case 32 was belligerent and contentious, never
being able to get along with his classmates., He made poor
grades and claimed his fallures dild not bother him, He was
quarrelsome and said, "The arguments I get into have nothing
to do with me, but I just seem to drift into them,"98

Case 32 was more frequently away from home at night and
when questloned by his grandfather, he became abusive and
called him bad names.%?

8oon reports of petty thievery were gent to the

Qélntarviaw with Pastor of Assembly of God Church,
Stephenville, Texas, April 2, 1959,

9TInterview with a neighbor of Case 32, Stephenville,
Texas, March 29, 1959,

98Interview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
April 11, 1959,

' 99Interview with a relative of Case 32, Stephenville,
Texas, April 11, 1959.
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grandfather, He was counseled by the county attorney and he
struggled to keep the boy ntruight.lﬁa

On November 26, 1945, Case 32 was brought before the
juvenile court charged with pessing worthlese checks., The
grandfather paild the value of the checks and the boy waa
paroled to him,101

On December 7, 1945, he was arrested and charged with
being drunk and carrying a plstol. Fe was paroled to an
attornsy~at~law«1°a N

Shortly thereafter Case 32 quit school after an argument
with one of his teachers and he again turned to dalinquan¢y¢

On December 15, 1945, Case 32 wae charged with "steeling
& billfold containing #2.50 from his grandfather while he
slept; theft of an automoblle on the same nighﬁ.91°3 He was
committed to Boys' State Training Sehool, Gatesville, for a
period of throe yoara.la&

Case 32 was relessed on good behavior from the correction
school at the end of the eighteen months, After the firat six
months his attitude was good and he became interested in radio
and electricity. The final six months of his stay he wes

made & group 1@3&0?.105

1007nterview with a former Erath eauﬁty attorney,
S8tephenville, Texas, April 10, 1959,

1°1§gath County Court Juvenile Records, ops cits, ps U3
ma!big.. Pe hhn 193&1_4_0; Pe hSG 10&&&&

1351ntorv&¢w with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
School, OGatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,
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Case 3~1i6 was the son of a retired peace officer, though
he did not serve Iin Erath County. Little is known of hies
background as the femily came from another section of the
state..

At the age of sixteen Case 3l was charged with burglary,
theft, uand roaming publie atraets.leé He was committed to
Boys' State Training School, Gatesville, April 10, 1946.207
The records of Case 3l are incomplete at the correction
gcheol. Only the parents' names, the offense, date of
admittance, and date of releesse, May 1, 1947, are given.lna

Case 36=ij6 and Case 37-ii6 are twin hroﬁhers, age fifteen,
Their mother dled when they were twelve. There is an older
sister and & younger brother in the family, The family
moved to Stephenville In 1945 from Abilene. The father
beceme & salesmen at Wolfe Nursery after farming one year.
The twin boys were fair students in school, but they were
truant oftan.109

Both boys were brought before the juvenile court charged
with writing worthless checks; they were declared delinquent
April 5, 1946, and were committed to their father, 110 4

ghort time later the femily left Stephenville.

106

Erath Gaggtx Court auvanile Records, ops cite, pe h&.
1071p14.

1caInterview with Superintendent of Boys'! State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959.

1091nterview with Principal of 3tcphonv111e High School,
Stephenville, Texas, April 16, 1959.

11°Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. W7,
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The Permanent Record Filea of Stephenville High School
show that Case 36 entered the United States Air Force and
served for four years after which he had & good job with
Saudia 011l Company. On January 2, 1955, he wrote to the high
school principal asking that & transcript of eredits be sent
to the Universlty of New Mexico where he planned to obtain
a degree in Electricel Engineering.

The same record revealed that Case 37 is at the present
time serving in the United States Air Force and is stationed
at Westover, xunsaehusetta.llx‘

Case 0=-}4}9 was reared in & home in which neighbors and
friends say strict discipline waa mailntained. The father
worked for the Santa Fe Rallway and kept his family of three
boys and his wife in comfortable circumstancea. All members
of the famlly attended Firat Baptist Church at Bluff Dale
regularly. The oldest brother was at that time teaching and
studying for the minliatry. Until the offense about to be
described, Case 4O and his brother, Case 41-49, one year
oldar, had given no cause for alarm, elther at school or in
the community. Both had been considered by thelr friends %o
be model boys. Though not showing any merked interest in
school, both made passing grades; Case lj1 showed particular
interest in English literature.ll2?

111 po rmanent Biaprd Files of Stephenville High School.

1131ntnrviow with & teacher and close friend of Cases L1
and 42, Bluff Dale, Texas, April 17, 1959. |



48

On April 19, 1949, Ceses L1 end 42 were cherged with
burglery, breeking into two f1lling stations and a drug Stora
in Bluff Dale, Texas, 113 Because of their previous records of
good behavior, they were committed to ﬁbeir parents after
paying for aﬁolen preperty.llh

Ag far as is known, neither has been in eny more trouble.
Case 4O 1s now merried and makes %is home in Fort Worth where
he is employed., Case L1 went on to obteln & B,S, Degree, 1s
married and 1s the father of two children. He ls teaching
in Arkansas.llg |

Little is known of Cose L2-119 and Cese &3~h? gg they
were children of translent workers from Dewzon County. The
two are not releted in any way, only companiéns of 1like
circurstences, |

Cases L2 and.h3 were charged with habit%al burglary on
November 18, 1949, and were committed to thair parenta; each
was to report to the sheriff of Dawson Gounté every two
weeks and to attend school regui&rly.;zﬁ : _

Sixteen-yeer-old Case Ll -50 was declare@ delinquent
June 17, 1950, "for theft of gasoline from avéulf storage
tank in the velue of #50,003 committed to hisip&renta with

3grath County Court Juvenile Reeﬁréa.1“ be 37 -
S , Recor We. 30 (1947~
1958)3 p. . z ‘ : 4 ¢ 3

1byy4,

llsxnterviaw with a teacher and alose friend of Cases
L1 end b2, Bluff Dale, Texas, April 17, 1959.

116§gath County Court Juvenile Récurgg, op. cit., pp. 15-16.
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the understending thet he be kept off the public streets at
night,"117

In the famlly there were an older brother, & younger
brother and two younger sisters. The father had no regular
occupation; he worked as a day laborer, He has been declared
an alcoholic by doctors. The environment of Case Ll was not
conducive to good living., All members lived in an old four-
room house outside the clity limits of Stephenville. The
father beat the children and wife when he was drunkj and the
mother, accustomed to the beatings, ceased to cares Though the
family attended Green's Creek Baptist Church, the neighbors
felt that they "just went." They added that Case Ll was
always & problem at church and Sunday School.

The family finally drifted from Stephenville. Case Ll
continued with thefts, each being a little bigger than the
last, He 1s now serving a five-year sentence at Huntaville
for automobile theft on two counts.ll8

"Pathetic® can well deseribe the fifteen~year-old twin
boya known as Cese L5-50 and Case L46-50, The father was a
day laborer and odd~jobber when working at all. Definitely,
he was recognized as an aleohollic by police and doctors. The
children worked on farms for various people, chopping cotton,

hoeing corn, peanuts or doing any type work in season. The

117“&(’& s Po 17.

1181 terview with two former neighbors of Case 4L,
Stephenville, Texas, April 20, 1959,
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mother worked in cafes whensver zbe could, The father took
avery dime he could take away from the wife and children to
buy whiskey and beer, 119

The twins started stealing food in storss because they
were hungry; when caught, the owner was sympathetlc and asked
police to release them,120

Oon January 18, 1950, the twin boys were brought beflore
the juvenile court for theft, burglary, and robbery. Because
of condltions and feelings for the mother, they were paroled
to her.}21l However, January 21, 1951, Case 46 was found still
delinquent for robbery and was committed to Boys' State
Training School, Gatesville, 22

On August 22, 1950, Case 45 stole a car and also money
under $50.00. He was committed to Boya' State Training
3School, Gateavilla.123 |

The mother and father were divorced while the boys were
in the correction school and the mother moved to Corpus Christi.
After their release from the school in October, 1952, the twins
Joined her thers.

Case IS5 succeeded in joining the United States Air Force

and was stationed at laredo, Texas. Through the Alr Force

1197, terview with Chief of Police, Stephenville, Texas,

laoxnbervieﬂ with a grocer, Stephenville, Texas,
April 25, 1959.

1213rath‘ﬁaantz Court Juvenile Records, op. git., Dp. 18,
1227414,, p. 31. 1231p14d., p. 25.
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training program, he completed the requirea courses for gradu=
ation and was granted a diploma from Stephenville High School
in 1955.1ah The ntatua'of Case L6 1s not available.

Case 47-50 is the son of a construction worker who was
away from home most of the time. The mother, who acquaint=
ances believed to be a gaod woman, seemed not to have control
over the children, one older boy and one younger girl, and
Case h?. This boy started atéying out late at night and
running with a tough orowé.125

Cagse 447 was involved in several minor disturbances before
being apprahandad for theft under $50.00. He was committed
to the custody of his mother September 5, 1950326

Case 47 had no interest in school; he was retained for
two years in the sixth grade; he was finally promoted
because of his sigze, He was & freshmen in high achool in
the second term when he quit school} he earned no oradita.lz?

Case 1;8-50 was declared delinquent April 29, 1950, on
charges of burglary, theft, and carrying a piatols At the
age of fifteen, he was committed to his father provided that
the father would keep him on the farm except when in aohaol;lﬁa

12h1nterviow with Principal of Stephenville High School,
April 12, 1959,

1251nterview with a relative of Case h?; Stephanvilla.
Texas, April 2, 1959.

Izémrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cits, pPe 19,

127Iﬁtsrviaw with Principal of Stephenville High School,

126§rathAGeunbz Court Juvenile Records, op. git., p. 20.
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cage ;8 quit school when he was seventeen and entered the
army where he served for three years. After his discharge
from the army he was charged with cattle theft and served two
years of a five-year sentence in the State Priaonsleg |

Case 1j9+50 involved a fifteen~year-old boy charged with
entering into and burglerizing Poston Feed Store in Stephenville.
As this was the climax of & trall of petty thefts, he was
committed to Boys' State Tralning School, Gataavilla..an
February 3, 1950'136 |

Investigation revealed an unsettled home life, Aéquatntw
ances believed that the father frequented beer teverns &nd
squandered the money he earned by trucking. The mother |
worked in a laundry. They had recently divorced each other
eand the father was planning his second marriage., An older
sister supplemented the family income by clerking in a
variety :tﬁrc.131

Case 449 was 11l-tempered and was frequently involved in
disturbaences at school., He did not participate in any extra~
curriocular activitieas and rebuffed any friendly approaches
from classmates, His one class associlate was a sulky,

impudent, sixteene-year-old boy.132

129Tnterview with Prineipal of Stephenville High School,
April 19, 1959,

130Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. glt., p. 21.

1312nﬁcrv1ow with Justice of the Peasce, Precinect 1,
Stephenville, Texes, April 28, 1959,

1321ntorviat with Principal of Stephenville High School,
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~ Case 49 was released from Gatesville in 1952; he wag

termed a trouble maker., He seldom sssocimted with other boys
and was rude to personnel of the school. On several ocecasions
he was involved in fights. He had to be reprimanded on one
ocoasion for tripping in "“chow" 1ine,133

Case 50-50 may be termed another example of unhappiness
because of conditions in the home. Neighhbors knew that the
father drank heavily; they thought the mother to be "no
good;" she was seen by neighbors with other men. Fifteen=
year~-old Case 50, an older brother, and two younger brothers
were frequently left alano‘13h

At the age of eleven Case 50 was often carried home by
the police who found him roaming the streets at night. He
was declared delinquent September 25, 1950, for burglary
over $50.00, at Bluff Dale, Texas; drinking intoxicants;
reckless driving, He was committed to Boys' State Training
School, Gatesville, but was paroled to his parents when it
was learned that he was 111o135

Case 50 wag treated in a local hospital, After a few
weeks at the age of sixteen, he married. Shortly thereafter
he was involved in a robbery, but chargeas were dropped.

~ Again he was in trouble when he tore open & window at the

ISBIntarvliw with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
Sechool, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959, .

13h1nterview with a close friend of Case 50, Stephenville,
Texas, April 16, 1959, ~

135Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 22.
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Stephenville Hospital Nurses'! Home and attempted to drag out
a nurse. The pollice were called and he was arrested, Charges
again were dropped when he became desperately 111. It was »
discovered that he had lung cancer and leukemia, Case 50
died at the age of nineteen.lBé

The parents of 51«50 are what neighbors and friends
consider extremely religious people. The father, a house
contractor, teaches & cless of teenage boys in First Baptiat
Chureh; the mother is superintendent of intermediate gilrls in
the same church. Both are of the extreme emotional type.
Thnre are two older girls and a younger brother, a delinquent
also, in the family; the younger brother is Case 6lj-52., The
mother attended every church and Sunday S8chool service and
frequently was away from home every day of the week, As the
sisters were married and living in another atate, the teenage
boys were left without prepared meals and went to the neigh-
borhood grocery store to buy bread and sandwich meats for
their meals., The younger, Case 6l suffered from malnutrition
before he was ten, 137

The family never lacked for money as the father provided \
well for them. He has been responsible for several housing
developments and owns many pieces of rental property.

Bath boys barely passed much of thair-aﬁhoal work and

1361nterview\with Staphenvilie Haapiﬁal admitting clerk,
Stephenville, Texas, April 28, 1959,

137 1nterview with a former pastor of First Baptist Church
in Stephenville, Kerrville, Texas, March 17, 1959,
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falled in others. Case 51 withdrew from school in his junior
year.138

"On November 23, 1950,’Basa 51 was before the County
Juvenile Court charged with theft of property. He was com=-
mitted to his parents and the Chief of Police; he was made to
pay for the stolen property."139

Through the United States Army Training Program, Cage 51
wag granted a diplome from Stephenville High School in 1952,
He is now married, lives in Los Angeles, California, and he
18 studying for the miniatry-lhg

Cage 52-50 involves & fourteen-year-old boy who was
charged in his firgt offense "with drunkennese; disorderly
conduct in a publle place; ebusive language and drunken
ériving;”lhl On this oceasion he was committed to his parents
and the Chlef of Police.l2

Two years later he was expelled from aschool following
gseveral dlsturbances among which were: "being truant; insube
ordination of schoel offleials; repeated misconduct in classs
slapping a teacher in a fit of temper over grades; setting
dangerous fireworks in the school building»"1h3

lsaintarviaw with Principal of Stephenville High School,
March 20, 1959.

13%rath Gounty Court Juvenile Records, ops oits, pe 23.

mﬂlmarvisv with Principal of Stephenville High School,
March 20, 1959,

1hzﬁrath County Court Juvenile Records, ope« clt., Ds 2k,
UW21p1q,

1h3Parmansn% School Record Files of Stephenville High
School.
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Case 52 was & tall, over-grown type of boy who was always
into some kind of trouble, He was the only child of an suto-
mobile mechanic and his wife; they seemed to be & good, conw
scientious couple, doing thelr best to keep their son straight,
At the same time they admit spoiling and pampering their son
because, as they claim, he was 111 frequently and was hard to
manage, At junior high age he started running with a rough
erowd and gtarted drinking beer, staying out late at night,
and dating girls. He told friendas that he was the father of
an 1llegitimate child when he was In his freshman year in
high school., Aequeintances knew him as & rough, mean-
tempered bay&lhh

After being expelled from high school, Case 52 married a
sixteen~year-old girl from another townj she gave birth to a
¢hild four months after the marrlage, After a short time
they were separated and Case 52 enlisted in the army, Unly a
few montha later he received a dishonorable discharge. He
returned to his wife, Shortly, she wae pregnant for the
second time, Case 52 left his wife; he soon became a paycho=
pathic petient in a local hospital, Later, he was transferred
to a private hospital.lls

lhhrnbarviaw with a friend and employer of the father
of Case 52, Stephenville, Texas, April 2, 1959,

1h51ntorview with the parents of Case 52, Stephenville,
Texas, April L, 1959,



57

"Oon May 10, 1950, Case 53-50 appeared before the juvenile
court his charge being: shooting hls father to death with a
double barrel shotgun on the morning of May 7, 1959.”1h6 He
was committed to the State Training Sohool at Gatesville,

This commitment was revoked May 31, 1950, and Case 53 was
comnitted to Wichita Falls State Hospital,ll7

Investigation revealed that the forty«five-year~old
father, a big, hendsome brunet, who worked at Conveir ln Fort
Worth, was having affairs with two women in Fort Worth,

Cage 53 had been brooding for several deys and following a
correction for insubordination by the father, Case 53 took

the shotgun from hls ra&# and shot hils father as he approasched
the house, Further investigation revealed that the mother's
neme had been linked with that of another man,1t8

While walting for admittance on the first commitment,
Case 53 became 11l and was carried to a local hospital,
Doctors declared a complete emotional, mental breskdown}
therefore the commitment was changed to Wichita State Enapitalwihg

School records reveal the stopy of & trouble maker, hote
headed and constantly having trouble with his teachers and

1hé§gg§§ County Court Juvenile Records, ope. git., ps 25,
W71p14,

81nterview with Erath County Sheriff, Stephenville,
?Qmﬂ’ AW&Z 12. 19596

lthntnrviaw with Admitting Clerk, Stephenville Hospital,
Stephenville, Texas, April 10, 1959,
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clagsmates, He quit Stephenville High School in February
of 1950, and entered school at Alexander,150

8ixteen-year-old Case 5li=50 lived in the town of Dublin
with his mother and step=father, & day laborer. Nelghbors
called the step-parent the "town loafer." In 1949, Case Sl
quit school because he sald he could not gbt along with the
teachers and most of his schoolmates avolded him.151 He sela
of himself, "I lose my temper too many times; I get nervous
and exclited easily; I chew my fingernails; I think too much
about sex in many ways,"152

After he quit school, Case 5l could be found any hour of
the dey or night loafing on a drug store corner or in the
pool hall, He was involved in & number of minor offenses and
had been werned by the police. Twice he was held for
drunkenness , 153

"On April 16, 1950, (Case Sl) was charged with being ob=
noxious to three girls; committed to his mother and a deputy
uherirr.”lsb "Oon June 2L, 1950, (Case Sli) was charged with
sodomy; committed to Boys' State Tralning School, GakaaVilla.”lss

155Parmanent 8chool Records of Stephenville High Bchool,

151!nt&rvi¢w with Superintendent of Schools, Dublin,
%m" AW}-). 16’ 1959.

lsanrmwnent School Recorda of Dublin High Schoclas,
Dublin, Texas.

153
Interview with a city policeman, Dublin, Texas
April 16, 1959, ’ ’ !

15h§gatg‘gggg§z Court Juvenile Records, ops Clte, P« 26,
155121&:; Pe 27,
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Case 5l was released from the Stste Corrzction 3chool on
November 15, 1950, His behavior was normal and he was obedlent
to his group leaders and afficials.lsé

As the son of a share~cropper, Case 55«50 found the lack
of money a source of worry. He was restless to get out of
school and get & job. He had & hard time with some of his
teachers and found classes dull, His freghmen and sophomore
yearg were mostly failures; he was absent frequently and
often was involved in fights at school. Once he was susge
pended for three days for fighting in the school cafeteria,
Case 55 finally quit school in 1950.157

Case 55 was brought before the juvenile court June 20,
1950, charged "with petty theft; shoplifting; drunkenness;
committed to the custody of his parents and an afriaer.“lsa

As far as 18 known, he has not been in any more trouble,
The last that was heard of him he was in the United States
Air Force, stationed at Corpus Christi,

Case 56+50, the fifteen~year-old son of & poultry farmer,
was caught April 19, 1950, setting fire te a cotton gin "for
the kicks." The father paid damages and Case 55 was committed

to the parenba.159 However, the parents were not able to

lsélntervitw with Superintendent of Boys! State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

157Interviaw with Prinecipal of Stephenville High School,
Stephenville, Texas, April 22, 1959,

8
15 Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 28,

1597p14., p. 29.
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control their son and on July 5, 1950, he was charged with
stealing an automobile and attempting to leave the state,
The case waas re-opened and Case 56 was committed to Boys!
State Training School, Gatesville, 160 |

Cage 56 did not glve trouble while at the State Correction
School, He was very co-operative and wap assigned duties as @
play group leader, He was released April 15, 1951.161

Upon his return to his home town, Case 56 entered high
school and d!d commendable work, He started playing baskete-
ball end entered into other extra-curricular sctivities, WHe
was graduated from high school in May, 1955.1ﬁ3

T™is fourteen-year-old girl, Case 57-51, after many
warnings from police officers, was brought before the juve-
nile court on September 12, October 15, November 6, 1950, on
immoral oharae¢.163

' on January 2, 1951, Case 57 appeared before the

juvenile court charged with immoral conduct; steying

out at night with men and boys; driving her car to

Mineral Wells for purpose of immoral conduct with

soldiers stationed at Oemp Woltem; taken by forece by

officers from boys' dormitories at Tarleton State

College; found in boys' shower room at high schoolj;

plcked up in the city park in company with four ?gga.
Committed to her parents under court restraints.

1607p44., p. 30.

161ynterview with Superintendent of Boys' Stats Training
School, Gateaville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

162$nhorviww with Prinecipal of Stephenville High School,
April 22, 1959,

163Evakh County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 31,
16h1p1d., p. 32.
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The father of Case 57 made a comforitable living, owning
and operating a fleet of trailer trucks. Other famlly members
were her older slster, who was married at this tims, and her
mother., The father pampersd and spoiled Case 57, lavishing
her with expensive gifts and a late model ear of her own,

The father drank heavily and his "stag" garage apartment was
raided more than once for gamings The mother spent much of
her time in pleying dridge and attending partles, Friends
considered her to be a border-line aleconolic,l65

On the night of January 31, 1952, the mother was shot to
death in the bedroom of her home and Case 57 was shot in the
right arm and right thigh., According to wltnesses who were
gambling in the garage apartment, the father was playing
cards with them. The popular belief was that Case 57 killed
her mother and attempted to take her own life. However, the
father confesged to the murder, insisting that it was he.
For the erime, ha received a twenty-yeur sentence in the
State Prisonaléé

Case 57 was released from a local hospital on February 15,
1952, to the custody of her married sister and went to San
Antonio to live., She became "ungovernable and incorrigible;
committed to Girls' State Training School, Gnineaville,‘
August 1, 1951."167

léslntarviow with an attorney and neighbor of Case 57,
Stephenville, Texas, April 6, 1959,

léélntarview with an Erath County deputy sheriff,
Stephenville, Texas, April 1, -1959,

167Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p» 33.
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Case 57 was released {rom the State Correction School,
May 30, 1953, at the age of seventesn, When she was admitted
to the correction school, Case 57 was sulky and refused to
eat, saying that the food was not comparable to what she was
accustomed to eatinge. She lost weight conslderably. Later
she becsme a model girl., Because of her abllity and her
former brilliant school record, she was given a place to work
in the office of the superintendent and was very efficient in
her wcrk.léa

The offense brought against Case 58«51 was "intoxlecated
by the immoderate use of liquor and assaulting an offlcer with
a dirk knife, & dangerous weapon."lég Case 58, a sixteen~
year-0ld boy, was committed to the custody of hls mother on
March 5, 1951,170

The location of the father of this boy was unknownj;
Cagse 58 lived with his mother and step~father on a modest
farm in the southern portion of Erath County; he had no
8iblings. As far as neighbors knew, Case 58 had never been
involved in delinquency before this time, He has gone
straight aince that time, 1s married, has one daughter and

works at Convalr, Fort Worth,171

léalnterview with a former staflf member of (Girls' State
Training School, Gainesville, Texas, April 30, 1959,

lé?gyaﬁh County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., pe 3hs

170vp44,

17l1nterview with a relative of Case 58, Alexander,
Texas, April 26, 1959,
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There are eight children in the family of Case 59-51,
The father is & truck farmer; hls chief crop 1s blackeyed peas
which he sells wholesale, Friends believe that the mother 1s
a lackadaisical woman who shrugs away the burdens of the world.
Nelghbors confirm the fact that the father is cruel to his
chlildren, being unreasonable in the demands he makes of them
in working on the farm.

Bad environment 1s the background of these children,
One instance of this is found in an uncle of Case 59, The
uncle was convicted of killing a man and wag glven a ninetye~
nine year sentence to the State Prison., He was paroled after
five years; then he killed a policemean in Houston, Texas, for
which he is now serving & life sentence 172

With this background, Cese 59, age fourteen, "was brought
before the juvenile court on October 9, 1951, charged with
immoral acts on several counts; commitment to her pavents.“lTB

"On September 25, 1952, Case 60-52, age fourteen, stole
a motor bike and ettempted to take same out of Erath County
with intent to deprive the owner thareof‘“17h For this act
he wag committed to the custody of his parents for an indeter=-
minate periodﬁl?s .

The father of Case 60 is & garage mechanic, the mother

a housewife, Both parenta are active members of Fihat Baptist

1721nterviaw with a grocer and neighbor of Case 59,
Tolar, Texss, April 3, 1959,

173Eggth County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., pPs 35.

17h1y44., p. 36. 1751p1 4.,




Church. Also in the family are two younger slaters and a
twin brother who was frequently involved In eplsodes with
Cage 60 but not ssrionsly enowgh to be declared dalinqu&nt;lT&

Case 60 was often In trouble at school and on an occasion
was made to appear before the school board because of takling
money from clessmates under falge pretenses, smcking clgars
on & school bus and committing acts unbecoming the pattern of
oconduct set for boys and girls,.

On another occasion he took flaps from bicycles parked
at the school building; wasa truant for several days In suc=
cesalon and was finally expelled from school for insubore
dinstion,177

The offense of burglary in Bluff Dale, Texas, April 15,
1952, was the charge ageinst Case 61-52 and Case 62«52, ages
fifteen and twelve regpectively. They were given inte the
cugstody of thelr parents*178

These brothers lived in Tolar, Texas; the father is
operator of & small gas station., Neither boy liked to gc to
school and they were truant often} their grades were puav;lTp

1761nterviaw with 8 eclose friend of the parents of
Case 60, Stephenville, Texas, April L, 1959,

177Intorviaw with Principal of Stephenville High School,
March 29, 1959,
4 3;7BErath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., pp. 37
an »

1791nterview with & faculty member of Tolar B8chools,
Tolar, Texas, April 3, 1959.
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Acquaintaences think thelr delinquency begen with steeling
candy and cigarettes from their father's station. Only a few
weeks after their appearence in court, the two boys ran away
from home and were gone two weeks befors being found in
Oklahoma as they attempted to break into a small cafe., 4&n
uncle and an aunt brought them back to Texas and took over
their care.180

Fourteeneyear-old Case 63~52 was charged with theft of
a motor bik« and money on September 25, 1952, He was com=
mittaé,#o his parants.181

Qaun 63 lived with his parents, & smaller brother ané'a
slster one yeer older than he. Neighbors said the parents
quarreled violently at times and they thought that the two
were on the verge of seperation., However, after the trouble
of Case 63, the parents remasined together after counsel of
the county judge.lsa

The school record of Case 63 was not good; only falling
gradea were recorded in high school, His attendance was
erratic. On numerous occasions he was reported for stealing
money and erticles, He quit schcocol the seaond term of his

freghman year and the family moved to Lubbneko153

1801nterview with o grocer and neighbor of the parents
of Cases 61 and 62, Toler, Texas, April 3, 1959,

;813ra§h County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., pe 39

1821nterviaw with a neighbor of Case 63, Stephenville,
Texas, April 10, 1959,

183?trmauent Record Files, Stephenville High School.
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Case 6lj-52 1s the fifteen~year-old brother of Case 51-50,
His charge was "theft of property over $50,00, that of a
rifle valued at $92,50, and selling sameg“lgh He was committed
to his parents and the Stephenville Chief of Police after the
parents paid for the stolen prnperty‘lag

Cane 6l was frequently in trouble for misconduct in
school; at one time he was officially reprimanded for hazing;
agein he was on probation for leaving school without permission.
He quit schoeol in his senior year.laé

At the age of fifteen, Case 65-52 wag brought before the
juvenile court for "molesting girls under five years of age,

n187 He was committed to his

undressing and examining them.
parents and the county attornay.188

The father of Case 65 works on a dairy farm for a loeal
physician and lives there with his wife, the son, and two
younger daughtera. Case 65 attended church regularly while
in high school; when he was a sophemore, he was llicensed to
preach in the NMethodist faith, He preached for several rural
churches during his Juniér and senior yearas, He became a
fanatic on the subject of religion and at length came to be

regarded as peeuliar.189

lahggath County Court Juvenile Records, op. elt., p. LO.
8514,

186?«rmanent Record Files, Stephonville‘ﬁigh Schools

187Evath County Court Juvenlle Records, op. clt., p. Ul
1881p14.

1891ntorview with a local physiclan, Stephenville, Texas,
April 11, 1959,
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This boy was and still 1s extremely fat and has a lisp
in his speech, Because of his evident peculiarities he has
had few friends. However, he made good grades in schoole

In 1955, Case 65 went into the army; after a few months
he was discharged as a split peraonality.1®0

In 1957, Case 65 overturned his car and was hospitalized
for two weeks. It wes determined that he had been drinking
at the time.191

Case 65 now drives an o0ld car about town, does not have
steady employment and again is attempting to preach.

Case 66-52 13 e brother of Case 59-51. At juvenile
court he was charged with burglary in Bluff Dale, Texas, on
Aprii 16, 1952, He was committed to his mother.192 He was
sixteen at the time of hils commltment.

Case 66 lived under like conditions of hls slster,
Nelghbors say that he started being out at night and roaming
the countryside at the age of nine. He began running around
with Cases 61 and 623 they begean taking small items, then
articles of more value before the recorded case of burglary.
Case 66 ran away from home shortly after his trouble. As far

as neighbors can determine, his location is not knawn~193

1901 terview with Chairman of the Red Cross,
Stephenville, Texas, April 4, 1959.

1911nterview with a local physician, op. cit.
193Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cite, pPo L2,

1931hterview with a grocer and neighbor of Case 66,
Tolar, Texas, April 3, 1959.
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Case 67-52 lived in the Dublin Community. He may be.
termed the product of a broken home., Nelghbors called the
father an alcoholic and 8 "woman chaser" who deserted the
wifevand mniy child four years after his birth., The mother
worked at & soda fountaln in one of the eity drug stores,
6&33167'wéa left in the cars of a neighbor during the‘mmther'q
working hours, When Case 67 was ten, the mother married
agaln, this time to a truck driver who was away from home
much of the time,.

Without much parental control, Case 67 began staying
late at night on the streets and loitering in the pool hall,
When he was fourteen, he began dating a girl; they started
going steady. The parents of the girl objected to thias
courtahip and forbade the girl to go with hiM&lgh

On December 11, 1952, Cass 67 appeared before the juvenile
court charged with the offense of "kidnapping and concealing
from the control and custody of her lawful parents, a girl
under riftaen¢"195 For this act he was committed to Boys'
State Tralnlng School, Gatasvilla.196

At the end of three months in the correction achool,
Case 67 stole away in the night., Officers belleved that he

would try to contact the girl and had her home under cbservation,

19h1ntarviaw with a drugglst and employer of the mother
of Case 67, Dublin, Texas, April 16, 1959,

1955nath County Court Juvenile Records, ops oit., p« L3.
1961p14,
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He was caught as he tried to break into the window ef her
bedroom.

Cage 67 was returned to the correctlon school where he
remained for six months without any [urther trouble. He was
réle&ned to his mother, who had moved to San Angelo, Texas o 197

Case 68-52, age fifteen, was brought before the juvenile
court charged with burglary in Bluff Dale, Texas. He was
committed to his father for two yaara-198

The parents of Case 68 were poor but hardworking farmers.,
There was little meney to spend aside from the bare necessities.
Neighbors were surprised when the boy got into trouble because
they had considered him to be a considerate, polite boy ﬁotb
to hls parents and friends. Hlis ccnduct at school was sbove
reproach and his grades were average. As far as 1s known,
he has not been implicated in any more hrmubl@~199

Case 69«52 1ia unique in that the two charges brought
against him are so vastly different. "On the same night,

April 16, 1952, he entered into and burglarized the community
drug store at Bluff Dale and & few hours later shot into the
ceboose of a Santa Fe freight train, wounding the conductor,200
Case 69 claimed that he and two others were hunting rabbits in

lg?Intarviev with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
School, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

19854 th County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. Lk
199

Interview with Principal of Tolar High School, Tolar,
Texas, April 3, 1959,

2°°Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. L5,
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a pasture when the train passed by; he fired to see if he
could hit a window in the caboose,"201

Case 69 was ordinarily an unusually quiet boy, never
causing any trouble during his elementary years at Bluff Dlale.
Though his grades were never high, he did passing work until
~ his sophomore year at Stephenville. After this episode his
grades declined and he was absent fraquantly$292

The parents of Case 69 were thought to be good, Christian
people, living on a combinatlon goat ranch and farm; the
father alaso worked at Convair. There was & brother five years
older than Case 69, The brother had never been in any trouble
and was a steady worker,203

Case 70-52 appeasred before the juvenile court April 16,
1952, charged with burglary at Bluff Dale, Texas. He was
committed to his father.20l "He was involved with Case 69 in
the burglary of the drug store; though he was with Case 69 at
the time of the shooting at the train, he was not involved in
that,"205

The parents of Case 70 lived on & poultry farm and
au#plied their son and two younger daughters with sufficient

2011p54., notation by Erath County Judge.

2Q21ntorview with a former teacher in the Bluff Dale

Bahools, Stephenville, Texas, April 20, 1959,

P QGBIntarvlew with a neighbor of Case 69, Bluff Dale,
?axas, April 6, 1959,

aehmrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 6.
2051p14., notation by Erath County Judge.



71
money for thelr adolescent pleasures. There was no reason |
for his offenae from a money angle nor apparently for any
home condition. Friends believed the family to be compatible
and happlly situated. They took part in thelr community
affairs and shared responsibilities in their church.206

There are five children in the family of Case 71-52, he
being the third child. There was little money in the family,
for the father was a disabled veteran living chiefly from a
government pension. However, they did some farming on a
rented place., Little encouragement was glven for schooling;
neither father nor mother passed the seventh grade. These
ehildren attended school when they wanted to do so. Naturally,
their grades reflected the negleet.zg?

On April 16, 1952, Case 71 was brought before the
juvenile court charged with "theft of automoblle accessories
in the amount over $50,00; commitment to the fatheb.”aea

Asgoclated with Case 71 wes Case 72-52, It is possible
that he wasa a product of his environment. The father was a
blg, burly, rough, cursing man who neighbors thought drank
quite heavily. He operated a bull-dozer, engaged in clearing
cedar from ranch properties. The mother was of latin-Amerlcan
descent and her character was gquestionable, There were two

206Interviow with a friend of the family of Case 70,
Bluff Dale, Texas, April 6, 1959,

207 1nterview with a teacher of Bluff Dale Schools, Bluff
Dale, Texas, April 6, 1959,

‘ goaﬁrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. b7




clder brotrers and two younzer slsters fn the family,
Schooling was unimportant to the lot of them. Though the
father made enough money for comfortg, there is room for
doubt that he gave allowances to the chilév@n.zag

Case 72 appeared before the Juvenile court for the fol-
lowing offense: "™April 16, 1952, the offense of thelft of
automoblle accessories in the amcunt of over $#50.00; com-
mitment to the father."zlﬂ

The mother of Case 73«53 is deady the father, a mechanie,
lives in Fort Worth., Sixteen~year-old Cage 73 lived with hisg
elderly grandfather. There were five younger brothers, two
of whom lived with the grandfather; the other three lived with
uncles and aunts. Folleowing the death of their wmother, the
brothers were kicked around from one family to another, The
father moved to Fort Worth when Case 73 was In the gixth
grade, Tha‘rather later marrled sgain and took the yaunger
Erathera to live with him, lsaving Cage 73 to live witb his
aged grandfather.

The grandfather told friends that he waesg too old to keep
up with his charge and that the child roamed the streets at
night and began smoking at age eleven, We also told friends

that the boy admitted drinking beer at age thirteen.2ll

2091nterview with a neighbor of Case 72, Morgan Mill,
Texas, April 7, 1959,

2mmrath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 48,

2111n4erview with a close friend of the grandfather of
Case 73, Selden, Texas, April 12, 1958,



On Japnmary 11, 1053, Case 73 was bronght bsfore the
juvenile court charged with:

Burglafizing the Stephenville Auctlion Barn Cafe in
the daytime; commitment to the grandfather. Upon request
from the grandfather, dlaposition was made to Boys' State
Training Schoel, Gatesville, Texas, Upon plea from an
uncle, Sweetwater, Texagi former comm!ltment revoked:
commltted to the uncle, '

On May 29, 1953, Case 74=53 appeared before the juvenlle
court for the following offenses:
A repeated incorrigible; immorel acts with menj
staying out all night with men; drinking Intoxlcating
liquor; having a venereal dlsease; frequenting a place
where intoxleating liquors are sold; commitment made to
Girls' State Training 8ehool at Gaineavill&, Texaa, ‘
May 29, 1953,213
Neighbore end aaqu&intanaaa think that the background of
this delinquent 1s bad. Fer home life was not conducive to
happy living. This c¢hild was born four months after her
parents were married. 'There are three siatara and one brother,
all younger than she, The father had no profeasien nor regu=-
lar occupation; he worked at odd jobs. The mother worked as
a waltress in cafes between pregnancies. Friends termed the
father as alcoholic and abusive to the femlily. He ran with
"bad women™ and became & syphilitic which évgntually.causad
paertial peralysis, and his mind was affected.

Case 7l started roaming the streets and staying out at

night while her mother worked on night shifts. When questioned

zlzmrath County Court Juvenile Rgaorda, ope cite., Dp. Lo,
2131")1&0' + 50n
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about her late hours by her father, when he cared, she would
tell him "to shut up,” that it was not any of his business,

By the time she reached junior high school age, Case 7
was unmanageable and was congorting with men and drinking
liquor, Her mother felt that the girl nseded to be away from
the family and asked ths maternal grandmother to take her,
The situation was not any better beocause the grandmother was
very immarél, alao., The history of the grandmother was just
as bad as that of the granddaughter. Nelghboras sald she
helped cover up for Den White in the Crockett Roas Murder
Case, aaé thet she kept and hid "the loot" of the thefts Dan
;'whita and hig nephew made 21l

The behavior of Case 7l while in the State Correction:
School was bad. 8he wag sulky and cursed attendents and
teachers, using foul lenguage with other inmates. After six
months, when she learned she wag there to stay until she
eould govern herself, her behavior was better and she learned
fast in school. 8he was released from the training school in
June, 1955,215

Case 75-53 was & companion of Case 73 and involved in
the same offense: "January 11, 1953, cherged with burglarizing
the Stephenville Auction Barn Cafe in the daytime; commitment
to his mother,"216

2 rnterview with & neighbor of Case 7l and & jury
member, Morgan Mill, Texas, April 7, 1959,

2151nterview with a former staff member of Girls' State
Training School, Galnesville, Texas, April 30, 1959,

21§§rahh County Court Juvenile Records, ops oite., ps Sls
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o

Tne fatner of thils liftesu-your-old boy wis a construction
werker and the fawlly moved from ons town to another frequently.
Cage 75 and his three younger sisters and one younger brother
had attended several schools before comlng to Stephenville in
1952, Case 75 evidenced no intersst 1n school and made poor
grades the two years he was in Stephenville High Schocl. FHe
seemed to prefer to assoclate with the rougher boys. As &
gang they were invelved in fights, throwing at car&, putting
goap on windows and doing other unacceptable things. The
father died in the spring of 1953 and the mother mcved wilth
her children to Mullin, Texag 217

An orphan boy, Case 76~53 lived with his grandmother.,
His parents had dled before he was ten and his lot in life
had been sad. The grandmother provided the best she could
for the boy, but her lncome was very smalls Also, she was
111 much of the time.

Case 76 began running around with the "toughies" of the
town, getting his spending money by quesationable means., He
began smoking at abouﬁ twelve years of age end told of taking
drinks when they were offered to him by older boys. He began
taking things when they were locse and convenlient. These

artisles he sold for whatever he could get for them.alﬁ

217Intorview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
May 1, 1959.

glainterview with a neighbor and close friend of the
grandmother of Case 76, Stephenville, Texas, May 3, 1959.
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Case 76 was finelly brought before the juvenile conrt.
April 23, 1953, for the offense of "theft on three counts, To
the best Interests of the child commitment made to Bova! 3tate
Training School, Gatssville, Texas."219

Fifteeneyear~old Case 77 wag brought hefore the iuvenile
court on February 9, 195li, charged with "habitually roaming
the public streets of Stephenville at all hours of the night
and by reaaoﬁ of having stolen & 1946 Ford Convertible from
the oﬁﬁor with intent to defraud her of the valve thereof,
Commitment made to the pearents,?<20

Friends thought that the family members of Case 77 were
good, The two younger brothers and one younger sister had
never been in trouble. They were considered to be normal
children who did well in school and attended regularly.221

Case 77 was truant frequently and aft?r sntering the
freshman class in high school, he had failed consistently.

He was made to stay in the detention hall on several occasiens,
because of misconduct in classes, Also, on two oeaasignﬁ he
had taken cash from the concession stand operated by the

student council.222

219%rath County Court Juvenile Records, op. ¢it., p. 52.

2201114,, p. 53

2217/ tepview with a neighbor of Case 77, Stephenville,

Texas, May 5, 1959,

2221ntorview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
May S, 1959,




Afver hig appeurarnce belcore and charge by the lavenlle
court, Case 77 withdrew from school and obtained a job milking
cows for a dalvyman., He was fired from thls job for fallure
to carry out hleg Zuties.?23

Tater, Case 77 got & job 1n & gas statlon; thls job he
held only a few deys, for he was caught putting gas into his
own car without intent to make a ticket. He left Stephoenville
to live with an unecle in G&lveatohgzzh

Fifteen~year=old Case 78«5L is the only son in & family
consisting of the mother, father, and two older sisters.

Long time friends of the famlly consider the parents to be
good and also to be gtaunch Christlens, doing everything they
could to guice their children in the way of zood living, They
seemed toc be succegsful in thls attempt with the two slsters
but a miserable fallure wlth their son. On several occaslons
Case 78 did bodily harm to his father,

Case 78 was a pleasant mennered and mild looking youthg
he was considered good~looking and treated neighbors and
acquaintances pleasantly, but he eppeared to have a hatred
for his parents, particularly his father.zzs
On April 12, 195l, Case 78 appeared before the juvenile

court gulded by & deputy sheriff and in company of his parents.

ZQBIntavviaw with an employer of Case 77, Stephenville,
Texas, Nay 3, 1959,

22&Interviaw with an employer of Case 77, Stephenville,
Texas, May 7, 1959,

2251nterview with a tezcher and neighbor of Case 78,
Stephenville, Texas, May 9, 1959,
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The following sccumulated offenses were charged against him:
Often assaulted his father and mother; habitually

loafed upon the public astreets at all hours of the night}
viclated the apeed laws; had hia driver's license can-
celled but continued to drive and to operate an auto=-
mobile; On April 10, 195, assaulted two deputy sheriffs
with an automoblle and attempted to run down sald officers
in a wild, reckless race at high speeds sbove 80 miles

per haaré Upon the plea of the parents, commitment made

to them.226 ’ 7 < «

Case 78 was termed "a spoiled brat" by some neighbors,
His sisters were devoted to him and gave in to his every whim.
The parents own and operate a large Jersey deiry farm and did
their best in giving thelir children material things"

After Case 78 was declared delinquent, his parents |
worked out & plan whereby he was made a partner in the ﬂiaqr*w
ation of the dairy and recelved a share of the profits rather
then an allowance. Responsibility seemed to have 1ts effect,
He began "going steady" with a ranch girl and he worked
harder in school.227

This youth was not adjusted in school and was frequently
"on the mat" for discourtesy to teachers and for class dise
turbances., On numercus occasliocns he wasg caught cheating on
tests eand & few things were taken that did not belong to him.

Cage 78 graduated from high school in 1956 and went on to
Tarleton State College., He ls at present working for an oil

company in Houston, Texas.aza

Qaéxratg Gountx Court Juvenile Records, op. cite., pe Sk

2271nterview with two neighbors of Case 78, Stephenville,
Texas, May 11, 1959.

2281, terview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
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The parents of Case 79-55 had & moderate income; they
owned and operated & neighborhood grocery store., The son and
& younger daughter were their only children. Neither the
fathér nor the mother had ever been known to drink nor to
take what was not thelr own; they were considered to be
honest business peopla.229‘

Case 79 was declared delinquent on May 2, 1955, because
of "theft under #50.00: roaming the streets at night; speeding;
drinking intoxleants., Commitment made to the father."aBo

In school Case 79 had a 1list of offenses attached to hls
name, among them; refusing to meet classes, study halls or
detention; use of foul language; forged fathers name to ﬁxouassg'
fighting in the school gym.231 Case 79 failed most of his
courses his freshman year and was repeating the same courses
the following year. After three weeks of the sophomore year
he was asked to withdraw for fighting on the campus and for
teking materials and tools from the school agriculture shap.332

Case 79 does nothing constructive; he is seen driving
recklessly about town and is often intoxicated. As long as

he has a car and money, he seems not to care for soclety.

2291nterview with a business assoclate of the father of
Case 79, Stephenville, Texas, May 13, 1959,

2305 g tn County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 55.

A————

231permanent School Record Files of Stephenville High
School.

232114,
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Case 80«55 was often in the company of Case 79. On
July 12, 1955, he was charged with 1'*'pot;t:y thieving, being
intoxicated in a public place., Commitment made to the
parants.”233

Though the father once served on the police force, his
ways could not be considered as being those which a son should
follow. He had been known to be drunk on numerous uceaaianu
and to be bolsteroua and loud. The mother was uneducated,
dull end coarse. Uncles and aunts on either alde we&a cone
sidered to be "drinkers and deflers of the law,"23l

A curious thing to be noted about thia case 13 that the
father had a few years before been converted into the Baptiat
faith; yet the Minister of Church of Christ took a great deal
of intereat in this boy and through conferences with the
county judge and the high school principal, he’warked out a
plan for attempted correction of the youth&aBs

Though approximately twelve conditions of his release
are on record, only three will be mentioned because of their
unusual stipulations, namely: "Any infraction or disobedience
of regulations subject to: first offense, fifteen days in
jail; second offense, ninety days in jail; third offense,

commitment to reform sohoel.”236

233grath County Court Juvenile Records, op. ¢it., p. 56.

23hxnterview with & policeman, Stephenville, Texas,
May 119-: 1959,

e

235Intorview with Minlster of Church of Christ, Stephenville,

Texas, May 12, 1959,

236§gath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit.. p. 56.
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Cagse 81-56 came before the juvenile court charged with
"breaking into Western Auto Store and taking automobile
accessories and a radio; was made to pay for stolen property
and committed to the parenbﬂ."aB?

Case 81 1s the son of a carpentere-mechanic. The father
and mother are members of United Pentecostal Church; Case 81
is a Baptist; the three yeﬁnger brothers are not members of
a church., Case 81 complained to neighbors that his father
was too busy to be bothered with him, wouldmbt take him
fishing nor go to ball games with him, The father clalimed
he didinot realize that his son wanted to include him in his
daily routine; he admltted his mlistake and promised to bégin
"1iving" with his children.238

Case 81 did not seem to care for school; most of the
time he was barely passing and had been retained 1ln the
seventh grade, His associates from the time of the [ifth
grade were the "toughles" of the town, thinking it smart
to smoke and curse, In ward and junior high school he was
involved in unruly conduct and mischievous pranks; often he
had to stay after school for smoking in the boys' restroom,239

Case 82-56 involved an eleven-year-old boy who lived in

Dublin, Texas, He was a companion of Case 8956, both

2371p1d., p. 57.

2331ntcrview with a neighbor of Case 81, Stephenville,
Texas, May 3, 1959.

2391ntarv1eu with Principal of Stephenville Junior High
School, May L, 1959,
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involved in the same offense. On September 18, 1956, Case 82
was ehargeé with "being incorrigible; being truant; roaming
the publié atréets; breaking into a feed store and a department
store 1n'Dub11n, Texas. Committed to Buckner Boys'! Ranch,
Burnet, Toxaa.“zhe '

Neighbors say that the child has both parents living,
though noiﬁh»r has done much toward making their children
good citizens., They also say that the father is a bootlegger,
makiné'whiskey and selling 1t; that he 1s an alecoholic and
spenda much time in jail, It has been rumored that he has
burned some houses.

There is an older brother and a younger brother and
gister in the family. The older brother graduated from
Dublin High School, and it 1is sald that the neighbors fure
nished him his suit for the graduation exercises,

The mother took the two younger children and ran away
with another man, She returned later and left the younger
brother with the other membara.zhl

The luporintgndent of Buckner Boys' Ranch writes of
Case 82:

The mofher has been out of the home since 1953.

Father a ner-do-well alcoholiec. When I interviewed

Case 82, he and his little sister were having to do

all their cooking and laundry; living in a shack

outside Dublin. Nothing conducive to normal life
whatsoever,

240grgth County Court Juvenile Records, op. clt., p. 58.

ahlIntqrviow,with two neighbors of Case 82, Dublin,
T@xa!, Ap?il 26, 1959.



Cage 82 has mede a wonderful adjustment and to
prove hls success, the Junior High Sehcol of Burnet,
Texag, voted him Vr., Junior High School of 1959, He
has been outstanding in athletics end i1s & definite
proof that most boys will succeed if given the oppor=
tunity in time, Is stlll here ~ will be here through
high school if he so desires,3u? .
On March 26, 1956, Case 83-56 was charged with "roaming
public streets at night; being intoxicated and committing
theft under #50.00, Commitment made to the mother,"2l3

Case 83 1s probably the product of & broken home, The
father was & truck driver who had married egain after his
divorce from the mother, 8he also had remarried, and Case 83
and his younger sister and younger step-sister lived with his
mother and the step~father, The family originally came from
Tooele, Utah, in Jenuary of 1956, These children had a
history of frequent moving. Cese 83 told neighbors that he
wag dlscontented with his home life; he did not like his
step-father; he was jealous of his step-sf{ster whom he
claimed geot all the attention, He started staying away from
home late at night so that his step~father would be in bed
when he got homa.ahh

The grades of Case 83 were good in elementary and junior

high schools, In the freshman and sophomore years they were poor;

9h3a letter from the Superintendent of Bueckner Boys!
Ranch, Burnet, Texas, April 2l;, 1959. i

3h3Ev&th,ggg§§z Court Juvenile Records, op. clite, pe 59

ahhlntorviaw with 8 neighbor of Case 83, Stephenville,
Texas, April 29, 1959,
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his attendance became erratic. Case 83 qult scheol in his
gophomore year and moved to Fort Warth.ahs

case 84-56 was charged on October 6, 1956, with "breaking
i{nto Western Auto Store; taking automobile accessories and a
radic. Committed to the p&renta'”ehé

Nothing of his history 1s avallable other than the fact
that his parents were 1§ving together; the father was &
carpenter; he had three brothers and two sisters.

Case 85-56 was charged on April 27, 1956, with ”B,W*I.;
damage of preparty of another, Commltted to the parenta¢“2h7

Seventeen-year-old Case 85 was a good looking youth of
high intelligence., His grades 1in school were in the upper
quartile and he was a participant in several extra~curricular
sctivities; he was particularly active in band. He was out~
| standing in mathematies courses . His assoclates were of: the
best students in high school and his bosom friend was a
leader of youth in First Christian Church.2l8

The father of Case 85 wes a jeweler, past middle aga, who
suffered from heart disease., Hls mother, though small and
_hunch~backed as a result of an injury in childhood, holds a
responsible position with Gulf S8tates Telephone Company in

2h5?armanant Record Flles of Stepheﬁvilla High 8chool.

ghéggath County Court Juvenile Records, op. clt., p. 60.

ahalnterviat with Principal of Stephenville High School,
May 16, 19596
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ville, They are in comfortable clrcumstances. The
18 olosely related to a well~known uranium wmagnate in
3 she holds shares in his mine., Both parents are asctive

oh work and attend regularly.

e 85 is attending Texas Western College and 18 a&n

engineer ma jor in his junior year, Ha wag on the Dean's
Distinghished Student List the fall of 1958,249
Cagse 86-56 was charged with "theft under $50,00; roaming

public streets at night; being intoxicated.

to the
Th
ages si
in the
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and was
drank q

was hap

Commitment made
rents."250 Tnig youth was in the company of Case 83=56,
family consisting of husband, wife, and five sons,

xteen, fifteen, ten, seven, and three, lived on a farm
Johnsville community, approximately ten miles southe

Stephenville, The father at that time drove & truek
away from home much of the time, WNeighbors say he
uite heavily., The mother told her friends that it

4 to keep check on the activities of all her children.

Ca

se 86 started running with "toughies" in junior high

school and was involved in taking things belonging to other
students, He liked to "hot-rod” and "drag-race,"251

good

ough Cagse 86 was mentally alert and capable of doing
k in school, he lacked interest, In February of 1957,

| | S
ahgrntarvien with en uncle of Case 85, Stephenville,
Texas, ¥ay 5, 1959,

250gpa th County Court Juvenile Records, ops oite, ps 62,

2511nterview with & neighbor of Case 86, Johnsville,
Texas, April 23, 1959,
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he was asked to withdraw because of fighting, cutting classes,
and using abualve language to a taaahcr.asa

"On June 3, 1959, the mother of (Case 86 murdered her
husband because he came home drunk from a trip to Bryan,
Texas ,"253 4

Case 87«56 involves a fifteen-year-old boy charged with
"forging three checks in excess of twenty dollars; taking two
tires from an sautomobile, and robbing a coke machine., Committed
to Boys' State Training School, Gatesville, Tbxaa.”esh

The father of Case 87 has lived away from his family for
a number of years; hia present address is not known, The
mother supported herself and her son by clerking in a store.
Little is known of the social or femily hietory of Case 87 ag
they are newcomers to Erath Gounty'255

On October 2L, 1956, Case 88«56 fsced the following
charges:

‘ Habiltually roaming the public streets at all hours
of the night; assoclates with immoral persons; indulges
in promiscuous gexual intercourse with various men and
Training Sohoos, Gajnesville, Texss 258 ~ 110" State

L s
In the family of Case 88 there are an older brother, an

older sister, and two younger sisters. The father is retired

asginterviaw with a neighbor of Case 86, Johnaville, Texaa,
épril 23, 19590

253stephenville Dally Empire, June L, 1959, Sec. 1, ps 1.
25&Erath County Court Juvenile Records, ope clts, pe 63
255Xntarviaw with employer of mother of Case 87, May 15, 1959,

gséErath Gountx‘dourt Juvenile Records, op. clte., p. Gha
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on Social Security. Assoclates say that the father and mother
spend most of this money in ¥ingus taverns. They depend on
Public Welfare to pay their hospltal bills. The county paid
the blll of Case 88 for treatment of a soclial disease. The
girl had én 1llegitimate child before golng to the correction
school.257

Tn school, Case 88 was constently in trouble; she would
not do anything the junior high'aehoal‘grineipal asked her to
do., When the parents were called in for consultation, she
would tell them "to shut up." At one time she was involved in
a gang fight and oarried a knife concealed in her bragslere,250

Case 88 was admitted to Girls' State Training School on
November 1, 1956, When first admitted, she caused trouble in
the cottage in which she was plsced. She tried to cauge a
rebellion against the school and attempted to slap the home-
making teacher. Then she went Into & period of silence, re-
fusing food in order to galn attent;on,

The second month In the school, Case 88 became calm and
took corrections and instructions, though she had to be reprie
manded frequently for the use of vile language. COase 88 was
released from the correction school March 1, 1958.259

257Tnterview with Admitting Clerk of a Stephenville
Hospital, Stephenville, Texas, April 2}, 19359,

2581nbarview wish Prineipal of Junior High School,
Stephenville, Texes, April 13, 1959,

359Intorviewrw1th & former staff member of Girls' State
Training School, Gainesville, Texas, April 30, 1959,
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Approximately one year after her release from the
Gainesville school, Case 88 gave birth to her second ille~
- gltimate childs Her brother paid the hogpital bill, On
May 1, 1959, she married & young men who has been pronounced
a poeitlive tuberculosis patient¢2§°
| ‘Eleven year old Case 89-56 was in company of Case 82-56,
On September 18, 1956, he confronted the charge of:

‘Bfeaking into and entering a grocery store, & feed
store, and a department store; habitually roaming the
streets late at night; being incorrigible. Committed
to Buckner Boys' Ranch, Burnet, Texas. Changed to
Buckner Orphans' Home, Dallas, Texas, Is a dlabatia.aél
This young boy came from a home broken by divorece; the

father had been away from home since Case 89 was five yearas
old, A neighbor says that the mother, a vocational nurse,
went with every men who came along, In her opinion the boy
needed to be away from his mother, The mother and ehild lived
with her parents and her brother. Before treining as a vo-
catlonal nurse, the mother worked et several jJobs. There was
one younger sister who died of nephritis when she was two
years old,262

Case 89 was dismissed from Buckner Orphans' Home in
August, 1958 and returned to school at Dublin in September of

2591ntarview with Admitting Clerk of a Stephenville
Hospital, April 24, 1959,

261Erath Gagqu Court Juvenlle Records, op. cite, p. 65,

2621nterview with a neighbor of Case 89, Dublin, Texas,
April 19, 1959,
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that year. Bls progress has besen normal and he has not given
any trouble since hils returﬂ.363

Cage 90-56, on Hovember 2l, 1956, was charged with "the
writing of ™ot" cheoks; petty theft, Committed to the mother, "26k

Little informetion 1a avallable concerning Case 90 other
than the fact that hls father and motihsr were Jivorced; she
had remarried. There were two older slsters and & younger
step-sister in the famlly unit with whom Case Q0 lived. They
hed been in thelr present neighborhood for a brief tim&;zés

Case 91-56, a thirteen-year-cld girl, is ancther example
of a broken homs, The offense of Case 91 on November 2, 1956,
wag !

Repeated offenses of immorsal) acts with men and boys}
staying out all night; having a venereal disease} cssoe
elating with lmmoral and vieious perscns; drinking
intoxicating liguor. Commitment made to the mothar-aﬁ@
Nelghbors say that the mother started her daughter on

the road to delinquency; they claim that she is an immoral
person, The girl told neighbors that her mother made appointe
ments with men for her, However, they quallfy their statement
by saying that there is room for question as the girl lies to
them about other thinga.zﬁ?

253Interview with Superintendent of Dublin Schools,
Dublin, Texas, April 19, 1959,

eéhmrath County Court Juvenlile Records, ops git., pe 664"

asglntarviav with a neighbor of Case 90, Stephenville,
T@m‘, M&y 16, 19590 ‘

2663r&th County Court Juvenlle Records, ops. clte, pPs 674

aé?lntorviaw with a nelighbor of Case 91, Stephenville,
Texas, April 17, 1959,
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Case 92-56 involved a sixteen-year-old boy who on
November 2l;, 1956, was charged with "writing hot checks;
potty theft. Commitment made to the mother."258 He was
1mp1xcatad with Case 90, As he was a transient, nothing is
known of him except that his father was dead; he lived with
his widowed mother and one youngsr sister.269

Case 93-57, on Januery 15, 1957, faced the charge of
"sragsing worthleas checks on four counts; forging name on
check, two counts; shop-lifting. Commltted to the ratharg"27a

Case 93 lived with his father, atapomothcr; one yaungur
sister and a younger half-sister in & smell community north
of Stephenville. His mother had remarried and lived in Fort
Worth., The father, a farmer, alsc had remarried, Neighbors
say that the youth lives in an atmosphere of beer drinking
and cursing. On weekends he visits his mother, gstep-father
and older sister. |

His mother works in a cafe where beer is sold; for supper
on Saturdey nights she takes home hamburgers and beer of which
they all parbaka.271

In school Case 93 was frequently under susplelon of
stealing money and other articles. On one occasion the father
pald back $23.85 that his son had taken from the sechool cafe-
teria. The father told the school principal that his son

268Erath Geunty‘ﬁnurt Juvenile Records, op. git«, Pp. 68.

27l 1nterview with a neighbor of Came 93, Morgan Mill,
Texas, April 20, 1959,



"eould not even be trusted to bring his own lunch money to
school} if given to him, he spent the money and charged his
lunches; therefore the father mailed his lunch ﬁenay“manthly.

Case 93 cut a section from a valuable library volume for
which the father had to pay before the boy could graduate,2(2

Case 9-57 1s a fifteen-year-old boy sharged on
February 8, 1957, with "burglary; theft under $50.00
drinking intoxicants, Commitment made to Boys' State
Training School, Gateaville, Poxas, "2 3

Case 94 lived in a small community east of Stephenville,
The family members consisted of the father, the moth&ﬁ,*uﬂa
older brother, two younger sisters, and Case 9. |

The father, a day laborer, was sald by nelghbors and
associates to be an aleoholic, They thought that the mother
was not a stable person. The father was often times un-
employed and the neighbors believed that he spent most of
what he earned on whisky and beer. They had seen the mother
in company of other men., The children did about as they
pleased.27h |

Case 9 was a poor student in school; he withdrew in his

freshman year, Often he was truant and frequently was &

2721ntevviow with Prinelpal of Stophanvilia ﬂigh $ah991,
April 22, 1959,

273Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. git., p. 70.

ZThIntarviov with & neighbor of Case 9, Bluff Daia,
Texas, April 21, 1959,
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discipline problem. On three separate occasions he was
suspended for three days for disrespect to a teacher.275

At the State Correction School Case 94 had no difficulties
in discipline, His group leaders gave reports of co-operation
and willingness, He was released from the school January 1,
1958,276

The problem of Case 95-57 is rather unique in that she
was declered delinquent approximately a year after she
married. Her charge on October 8, 1957, was "theft of
clothes and entering private homes. Commitment was made to
her husband until she reaches her twenty-firat birthday.“277

Before her marriage in 1956, Case 95 lived with her
mother, one older sister and one younger sister. The mother
and father were dlvorced; he had remarried and lived in
another town where he operated a dry cleaning plant. The
mother works in a beauty ahop.278

Case 95 had a school history of cutting classes, lying,
forging passes at school and necking in public places. On
one occasion she called a teacher an obscene name for which
she received a three-day suspension, During her junior high

school days she was often on the honor roll, but at the

275Parmanont Record Files of Stephenville High School.

27613terview with Superintendent of Boys!' State Tralning
School, Gateaville, Texas, April 15, 1959,

277Erath County Court Juvenile Records, op. cit., p. 71.

2781ntervlew with an employer of the mother of Cagze 9%,
Stephenville, Texas, April 23, 1959,
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beginning of her freshman year she started faiiiﬁg subjeots.
She quit school in her junior year to marry a boy who had
just returned from the army and who had recently divorced his
first wife.279

Case 96-58 appeared before the juvenile eourt faced with
the tallewing chergest!

December 10, 1958, the offanso of bﬁvglarizing at
night time the Perry Hardware Store In Stephenville,
Texag; on the same night burglarizing gga Summer's
Army Store, Gammittsé to the father,?
December 15, 1958, the offense of burglary -
Elliot's Varlety Store; Belocher's Service Station.
Commitment made to goya' State Training Behool,
Gatesville, Texas,2
The parents of Case 96 are divorced} the mother "lives"
with another man in Dallas, Texas. The father, a cattle
trader, is away much of the time, The father and son live
with the grandmother who recommended that the boy be com=
mitted to Gatesville,282

Cagse 96 finished only the sixth grade in schoel and has
not had any public schooling since then. He has had no home
life to speak of and no attention, particularly parental; he

has been kicked around most of his 11?@.233

279Intorviaw with Prineipal of Stephenville High School,

280gratn gounty Court Juvenile Records, op. olt., p. 72.
2811p14., p. 73.

Qagxntarvicw with Erath County Judge, 3t¢§henv111a,
Texas, April 22, 1959.

2837 terview with Principal of Gentral Ward School,
Stephenville, Texas, April 19, 1959,
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When Case 96 first entered the correction school, he had
no respect for discipline, He had to be raprimanded throee
timea for insubordination, In group games he ﬁid not want
to co-operate. On the night of February 3, 1959, he abtampted
to escape the grounds, but was caught as he hid behind the
stone fence, Since that time he has co-operated, He 1s st1ll
in the achool.gah

 With the exception of Cage wl;usg. an of those 97-58
through 109-58 were dslinquent on the same ehargeaz therefore
the charges will he given only one time' Sometime during the
year of 1958, a group of boys numbering apprmkimately forty,
organized a club which they called "The Autc Club."™ At the
head of this club was & chiropractor's son who malnteined a
private garage adjoining the brick house in which his family
lived, In order to be a member of this club one must swear
to 1ift or ateal an article or #rtialea from automoblles
each day.

The group had members from all the surrounding communitles
as well as Staphanvilla, and a captelin wasg appeinta@ for each
community., It waé his duty to see that the members in his
particular community operated continucusly. It is not known
exactly how long this group operated before they were caught,
The ma jority of the members were Stephenville High School
students. Only twelve of the forty Boys were declared

zahlaterviaw with Superintendent of Boys' State Training
Sehool, Gatesville, Texas, April 15, 1959,
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delingquent. The remaindsr wers involved only in a minor way,
or it 1s possible that the twelve took the "rap" for the
offanaes.gQS

Each youth appeared on December 18, 1958, before the
Juvenile court charged in the following manner:

. ‘Theft of automoblle accessories, including tires,
hub caps, batteries, radios, rear-view mirrors, and
other articles, Commitments masde to the parents under
these conditions: must pay for stolen property; must
have his drivers' license suspended for six months;
must not be away from home after dark unless accom-
panied by one or both parents; must pass all school
work; must not be ebsent from aahaolagnleaa 111 and
parent contacts school authorities,?

Case 97-58 lived in whet friends thought to be an
agreeable and happy home situnation, He had a2 brother three
years older than he; the brother wasg married., The parents
own end operate a filling station and a helpy~-selfy laundry.
In addition they have a small dairy farm, Though not wealthy,
they have & comfortable living and the two boys have never
lacked for anything the average boy wishes for. Both boys
were furnished @ car of their own,287

Case 97 was a sophomore at this time and, though he

was bolsterous at times, had not caused any trouble at school,

gsslatorviaw with Chief of ?aliea, séephanvilla, Texes,
April 17, 1959,

aaﬁﬂrath County Court Juvenile Records, ope. cit., PP«
=79 end 50-85. .

287Intarviaw with a cloge friend of the family of
Case 97, 8tephenville, Texas, April 10, 1959,
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His grades were average. S3ince the charge against him, he has
been well-behaved and cowoperative; he has passed all of his
wovk.gsg

The famlly of Case 98-58 lives in & rural area a few
miles from Stephenville, The father is an electrician and
also operates a amall {arm. The youth has no brothers nor
glaters. The family attends Church of Christ in Stephenville
regularly. The boy was given a liberal allowanea.zgg

Case 98 1s a sophomore; he has indicated a desire to go
to college. iHia grades are good and he attends school regu~
larly. There is no indication of discipline prablema.zgc

The I.Q. of Csge 99-58 is very low and he is easily
influenced by others. At the age of seventeen he gti1l is in
the freshmen cless. The only way he 1sa ever promoted is by
age. He cannot hope to receive a high school diploma. How-
ever, he has skill in mechanics, works on cars and has built
a small cer from odd parts. He 1a well-behaved in school and
never causes any disturbances .91

Neighbors think that the parents of Case 99 are well=-
adjusted and religlous minded; they attend almost all church

2881nterview with & close friend of the famlly of Case 97.
Stephenville, Texas, April 10, 1959.

zagxntarviaw with a teachsr in the Huakaby Public Schools,
Huckaby, Texas, April 1, 1959,

290 pgrmanent Record Files of Stephenville High School.

aglxnturviaw with Prineipal of Stephenville High School,
April 11, 1959,



services., They have many friends and are active Iin civie
affairs. Financlally they are above the average of a small
town; they live in a very modern house in the edge of
Stephenville., The father owns and operetes & vast amount of
heavy oqqipmant used in road bullding. He 1s a construction
enginesr by profeasion, Case 99 is their only chi1d,292

At the head of this "Auto Club" was seventeen-year-old
Case 100-58, The father of this youth 1s & well-to~do chiro-
practor; the parents have & large and modern brick house,
There is a younger daughter in the family.

The father had built and equipped a gerage-mechanle ghop
for the son to pursue his hobby of working on cars. The boy
had a knowledge of mechaniea and worked in hia shop after
school, making hisz own spending money. He had one other high
school boy 1in his amploy.293

When Case 100 was arrested, he had over $00.00 worth of
stolen property in his garage. This was the receiving station
for all the accessories tauken by the other members., Case 100
in turn gave each boy a fee for a&ll property brought in.ag&

In addition to his participation in the stolen goods,

Cagse 100 was oharged with forging names on two courtesy cards.295

2927nterview with a neighbor of Case 99, 8tephenville,
Texas, April 27, 1959,

293Intarview with an aunt of Case 100, Stephenville,
Texas, May 2, 1959, |

aghIntarviow iith Chief of Police, Stephenville, Texas,
Ap!‘il 17, 19591

2951p14.,
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| The grades of Case 100 were good In some subjects, average

i{n otheérsj he had no felling grades. He was reported several
times a8 cheating. Case 100 attended the majority of the
school actlvitios and appeared to be & normally adjusted bny‘agé

Cage 101+58 1s a sophomore in school. He llves on &
large dalry farm which his parents own and operate. He has
an older brother, & senior in high achool, and a younger
brother and aister in grade schoole The dairy farm is free
of debt; the family lives in a modern, seven-room and den
house., The dairy is equipped with every modern device.
Case 101 and his older brother have been given an interest in
the dairy cows and they also have some stocker cows. The boys
bank most of thelr earnings for thelr future education. All
members of the family seem to make frliends easily and the
ehildren are popular with their friends 2?7

Though Case 101 has & brillient mind, he made no erfort
to do his school wark during the fall term, Since his trouble,
there 1s & marked improvement; he has an avid interest In h@a
gohool work and brought his grades to slightly below an A
average., He never causes trouble in his classes 298

The mother of Case 102-58 died when this boy was eleven.

He heg no brothers or sisters. Frlends belleve the father

296 ynterview with Prinoipal of Stephenville High School,
Hﬂ.’y 3. 1959&

297 interview with a close friend of Case 101, Huckaby,
Texas, May S, 1959

2951ntcvview with Stephenville High School Principal,
May h, 1959'
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to be very patient with and good to Case 102, The two go to
churech together every Sunday.299

Case 102 makes passing grades in school; he is 8 zophow
more., His attendance is good. There 18 noc record of any
trouble in school; he haa besn co-operative with his teachers
and school uffleiala.3°°7

Neighbors say that the parents of Csse 103 bicker and
quarrel ﬁolt of the time wheﬁ together. Though they are not
legally separated, the father lives out of the home most of
the time. Hlas acquaintances believe he drinks too much, The
youth's mother 18 also away from hore frequently at night.
There is little money for this famlily of four boys and one
giri, as the father is a day laborer when he doas work, It
1s necessary for them to live in the house with their grand-
father. Case 103 qult scheoel shortly after hils trouble.3°1

Case 10l4-58 was charged on Decembsr 19, 1958 for "making
improper advances to girls on five counts. Committed to his
parents."302 A note on the sourt rscord guotes, "I eouldn't

keep my mind off sex; T wanted to fondle girla.”303

299 1nterview with a friend of the father of Case 102,
Stephenville, Texas, May 8, 1959,

3001nterview with Frincipal of Stephenville High 8chool,
Stephenville, Texas, May L, 1959,

3°1Eﬂterv1aw with a neighbor of Case 103, Stephenville,
Texas, May 11, 1959,

3025441 County Court Juvenile Records, op. clt., p. 86.

3°3Ibid., notation by the Erath County. Judge.
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Relatives say that the perents are good, hard-working
pe%pla who own the peanut and stock farm they live on. The
father has a kidney ailment and is 111 much of the time,
Gg;a 10l assists in the operation of the farm, For several
y@ara Case 10l has been overweight and he feels self~
congecious around others, He has an interest in and has dated
many girlg but he says girls will not go with him more than
nﬁe time. He has written emotlional letters to girls that
took his fanay,3°b

Case 10l has never done well in school. The first term
of 1958 he made "P" in every subject. He says he cannot
concentrate., The high school counselor has recommended that
Case 104 consult a psychiatrist,305

As previocusly mentioned, Case 105-58 is one of the
twelve boys implicated in the theft of automoblle accessories.
He is a brother of Case 18«58 in Chapter V, School Delin-
gquencies. The family study 1s given in that connection
therefore all that will be said here is that Case 105 made
only passing grades in school and was often corrected by the
vice-principal for miaconﬂuet.3°6
Case 106-58 1s a boy frem Dublin, Texas, who was & mem=-

ber of the "Auto Club." The only information that the

~3°h1ntorviow with two relatives of Case 104, Stephenville,
Texas, May 15, 1959,

305Intervisw with counselor of Stephenville High School,
Hﬂy 18, 1959,

306 permanent Record Files of Stephenville High School.
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Superintendent of Dublin Schools could givq.waa.that he lived
with his pasrents and one younger brother. No family history
was found on the permanent record card.307

The father of Case 107-58 works at Convair, Fort Worth,
a job he has held for a number of years., He commutes and 1ls
usually at home at night. Friends think that the mother 1is
a kind and good woman. There are two older brothers in the
family, one of whom is married, The famlly, with the ex-
eception of the mother, has a reputation of living recklessly.
The father and the older brothers drink intoxicante though
neighbors think not to an excess. All members of the family
are musically inclined and each plays an inatrumenta338

Case 107 is a sophomore in school; he makes barely
passing grades though he is capable of doing better, He has
not given any serious trouble since entering high achool, 309

The parenta of Case 108-58 own and operate a small
grocery store and filling station in the edge of town. People
in the neighborhood bellieve them to be good, honest people.
They attend church regularly and tithe their earnings., The
younger brother attends Sunday School regularly,310

3071nterview with Superintendent of 3oheals, Bublin,
Texas, April 16, 1959,

BOBInterviuw with a friend of the famlly of Case 106,
Worgan M1ll, Texas, May 1L, 1959.

3°9Formanont Record Files of 8zaphenv111e High School,

3101nterview with a neighbor of Case 108, Stephenville,
Texas, May 12, 1959,
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Superintendent of Dublin Schools could give was that he lived
with his parents and one younger brother, 307

The father of Case 107«58 works at Convair in Fort Worth.
He commutes and 1a‘unua11y at home at night, There are two
older brothers in the family. With the exception of the mother,
the family has & reputation of living recklessly. The father
and the older brothers drink though nelghbors think not to an
excess.308 Case 107 is & sophomore; he makes passing grades
and has not given any serious trouble since entering high
school,309

The parents of Case 10858 own and operate & small grocery
store in the edge of town, Nelghbors believe them to be good,
honest people; they attend church regnlarly¢31° The father
told a policeman that his son started staying out late during
the summer of 1958, The son became asbusive in his language
when corrected by either parent.3}l With the beginning of the
fall term, Case 108 cut classes; his grades and his attitude

were poor.312

307Interview with Superintendent of Schools, Dublin,
Texas, April 16, 1959,

BQBIntarvlew'witn,n friend of the family of Case 106,
Morgen M4ill, Texas, May 1L, 1959,

309permanent Record Files of Stephenville High School.

3101mterview with a nelghbor of Case 108, Stephenville,
Texas, May 12, 1959,

3111n%avviaw with a olty polliceman, Stephenville, Texas,
May 9, 1959,

3121, terview with Prineipal of Stephenville High School,
miy 1&‘ 19590
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The last of the delinquent group is Cese 109-58, the son
of & farmer living in a amall vlllage. Frienéa say that the
parents work hard and ere active in ebmrdh wu{k¢ There are no
giblings. Case 109 told friends, "I got a& ﬁwml when I gtole
something end got by with 1t,"313 %@ ,K\S

At school Case 109 wag rude and dinraap@atral‘tn teachers;
he took no interest in his aubjacta‘ 31&&? his tra&h%@ he has
improved in his attitude and his grades ha@b impraveﬁ,3ih

This chapter has attempted to point au% gome gf tﬁa fautnra
in the cause of juvenlle delinquenecy in thiaxpartiaaiﬁr a;@*
munity and to desoribe the home situstions anﬁ goelal b&cku
grounds of the delinguents. Statisticel dats bhiah summariwa
the major factors in these cases are Included %n the appendix,
The tables indicate that factors such as brmk&ﬁ homes ,
poverty, lack of religious training end lack of interest in

gchocl are closely related to most of the delinquency cases

of this community.,

3131nterview with two friends of the family of Case 109,
Morgan Mill, Texas, May 9, 1959,

BIhIntarviaw with Principal of Stephenville High School,
ﬁay 20, 1959'



CHAPTER V

SIXTEEW DELINQUENT CASES IN
STEPHENVILLE HIGH SCHCOL

Bﬂiy sixteen examples of delinquents in Stephenville
High School have been chosen for this study; abviaualy ﬁhare
would be too mnny’eaaea to treat all in tbia‘briaf paper.
Those beginning with the year 1950 nnd'aoﬁcluding with the
year 1958 have been selected. |

8ixty cases occurring over a fifteen-year pariod.utre
reviewed. Information was lacking in many of ﬁhaaéieaaﬁa,

In some instances only brief mention wai made of the delin-
quency. DBecause theae sixteen cases are interesting and
because their offenses were described in detall, these six~
teen were selected from the group., The school delinquents
are referred to by consecutive numbers one through sixteen,
followed b& the letter "8,"

Case 1-8 was what could be termed a "spoiled brat." His
father, a court reporter, was middle-aged when Gﬁse 1 was
born; his mother was in her late thirties. One older sister
completed the family. They were considered to be in come~
fortable cireumstances, and they owned several pleces of

property.

104
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Throughout his boyhood, Case 1 was lavished with every-
thing he wished for. As he grew, he spent money, recklessly
and wantafully.l

Cage 1 started his misbehavior problems in the early
years of elementary school and they became more pronounced as
he advanced. His associates were rough, and they were out
late at night. He delighted in lying and taking things that
d1d not belong to him.? N

In high school, Case 1 became abusive to teachers and
students. Wh&n corrected by teachers, he uased foul 1angu®ga
and tried to strike one teacher. In his sophomore year at
the age of sixteen, Case 1 was suspended for three d&ya‘an
three separate occasiona because of Insolsnce to teachers,
abusive language and conduct unbecoming a high school student,

Case 1 passed very few subjects in high school and
finally quit school the latter part of his sophomore year,

His only interests were sclence and radio.3

Case 2-3 was a blg, handsome boy of sixteen years 1mb§ad
with average intelligence but lacking in ambition. The
family consisted of the mother, the father, Case 2, and two

younger brothers. The group lived on a combination farm and

interview with & great-aunt of Case 1, Stephenville,
Texas, Marech 24, 1959,

2Interview with Principal of Central Ward School,
Stephenville, Texas, March 25, 1959,

3Interview with Principal of Stephenville High Schoel,
March 21, 1959,
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ranch slx miles from Stephenville., They lived comfortably
and happlly, according to neighbors. They gave advantages to
their three sanaah

Case 2 played football and was on the "A" team; he took
part in other school activities. But Case 2 was concelted.
He depended on his good locks to win hils way. He was glven
a three~day suspension in his sophomore yeer because of mis=-
conduct with girls. In his junior year he was glven two
weeks' detention for misconduet in classes, Also, during
this year he received a three-day suspension for fighting.

Case 2 was sgain in trouble in his senior year. This
time he had cut some furniture in the school library. He was
made to pay for damages to the furniture and suspended indef~
initely., After a conference between the parents and school
officlels, Case 2 was allowed to return to school after thra&
days. ‘

The school attendance of Case 2 was good, other than the
suspensions. He graduated from high school, later married,
and now holds a position with American Airlines at Carter
Field, Fort Worth.>

Case 3-8 did not give much trouble in school until his
senior year, At that time he admitted to setting off dane
gerous fireworks in the study hall of the high achool building,

hzntcrviaw with & néighbor of Case 2, Alexander, Texas,
March 16, 1959.

5Interview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
Mareh 16, 1959.
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causing extensive damage to the ceiling., For this he was
made to pay for the damage, was given a three-day suspension
and‘waq”fqreed to make a pnblié apology to the student body
in a special assembly.

Also during his senior year, Case 3 was in constant
trouble with teachers; he took part in flghts and on several
ocoaaione used abusive language. After his last outbreak in
~conduet, he was glven one hour dally detention for three
"weeks; then he agreed to adhere to the diseipline rules set
forth by the school prineipal.é

The family members of Case 3 were the father, mother,
and one older brother who was married, The father 1s an
insurance broker and owns extensive ranch properties in Erath
County and West Texas, ﬁaighﬁsrn and friends respect him and
his wife very much. He takes an active part in the Chember of
Commerce &nd the Lions Club he gives freely of his money and
his time to public charities and other worthwhile community
projects,

The mother was, until her recent death, active in her
church, the Twentieth Century Club, and other civie and
social clubs,’

Case 3 was intelligent enough but made only passing

grades. The.parents had frequent conferences with the teachers.

Ibid.

7Intervicw with a business assoclate of the father of
Case 3, Stephenville, Texas, March 28, 1959,
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Howaver, the father waz bslievaed by his friends to be over=
indulgent with hie son and furnlishsd him too mueh momay.g
After his graduation from high school, Case 3 was fre-
quently 1nvolved in drinking end fighting eplsodes., He once

was arrested for broaking into one of the bedrooms at the
Clty Vospital Cottage for Nurses and attempting to aszsault
one of the nurses, He was placod in jail over-night and
later pald s #100,00 fine.?

Case 3 attended Tarleton State College two semesters,
going from there to North Texns State College where he will
receive his B, S, Degree in physical education in August, 1959.
He did his practice teaching in the spring of 1959 at
Stephenville High 8@haol.10

Cagse lj-8 was & meladjusted personality, He said of hime
self, "I have an inferiority complex; I don't know how to mix
with people; I lose my temper too easy; I feel I muast do some~
thing to torment others to attract attention,"!l

Case li was an intelligent boy, capable of doing anything
he set his mind to do, However, he did not take his school

work seriously and made only passing grades in most of his

81nterview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
¥arch 16) 19590

9Interview with Chief of Police, Stephenville, Texas,
¥arch 29; 1959:

107ntorview with Case 3, Stephenville, Texas, April 2, 1959,
1lpepmenent Record Files of Stephenville High School,
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subjecta. le had a smirking, sneeving look and had a bad
ettitude toward teachers and students. He never had a kind
word for his classmates, 2

The following offenses were filed against Case L:

February 18, 1953: Fighting et a basketball game;
suspended for three days.

~ NMarech 1, 1953: Misbehaving in publie assembly; ten
day detentlion. ‘

March 12, 1953: Extreme mlsconductj ten day
detention.

May 3, 1953¢ Pighting on the school cempus; asked
not to return to school until meeting with school board,
guperintendent, prineipal, and both parents.

Allowed to return to school after four days and the
promise not to misbehave for any reasson until the end of
the 1953 school term.

Case li kept his promise and was graduated from Stephenville
High School in the spring of 1953. Upon his graduation he
entered the army where he served for two yeara, He 1s now
married and lives in Houston where he is employed by an oll
aompany.lh

Case 5-8 was a tranafer from Odessa High School. His
father had dled that year of 1955 and the youth came to
Stephenville to live with his grandparents., Hls mother and
younger slster moved to Abllene where the mother worked in a

cafe operated by the man she later married in 1956, Case 5

121ntarvicw with Principal of Stephenville High School,
March 16, 1959,

13permanent Record Files of Stephenville High School,

lhIntarviaw with Principal of Stephenville High School,
VMarch 16, 1959,
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associated with a rough "gang" in Odessa and the grandparents
hoped the change to a different school would break the ties
and that his behavior would 1mprovea15

Case 5 became a member of a secret olub which was active
among some of the school boys. His attitude became bad and
he was frequently asked to leave classes because of dis-
turbance in eclass and insolence to teachers. On several
cccasions he was corrected for "necking" with a girl friend
in the hall ways and in his ecar parked on the ocampus.

The mother wes asked to come from Abllene for a con«
ference with school officials after an accumulated number of
offenses were charted against Case 5; among these charges
were:

1. Belonging to and being a leader in a secret
club.

2, Breaking into and destroying materials be~-
longing to the Homemaking Cottage.

3. Fighting on the school campus.
. Cheating on tests.
5. Being a trouble maker in classes,
6. Discourtesy to teachers .16
Action was taken collectively on the offenses and the
following disposition was made:

1., Must pay for damages done to Homemaking Cottage.

151nterview with the grandmother of Case 5, March 20, 1959.
léfnrmanent Records of Stephenville High S8chool.
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2., MWust sign a pledge to cease connectlions with a
secret club,
3. Must not enter into nor be connected with fights.
i, Must improve conduct in elasnes.

S. Must take zero on tests on which ahaating was
done and must cease such activity. o

6. Wust take a thraavday,nuupcnaion.17

Thereafter, the general bearing of Case 5 improved; im-
provement in his grades was noted, He was graduated with his
class in May, 1956, He married immediately end is steadily
employed in Abilene, Texas,

Cases 6, 7, and 8-3 are quite similar to Cese 5-8 in the
offenses commlitted and in the disposition of those offenses.
Eowo#ar,the mode of living and the famlly situations are
vestly different,

Case 6 was a big, well-muscled, and very handsome sixteen-
year-old boy., He limped slightly as a result of polio when
quite small, This bodily defect did not deter the boy in any
way; he wag active in all sports and was outatanding in foot-
ball and tennia. His I. Q. was 108 and he made average gradsa.18

Case 6 was the only child of a welder; his mother was a
clerk in a ladies' store. He became involved in a secret
club in his sophomore year., He admitted to the principal
that he had an 111licit effair with a senior girl and that she

17 1v14.

laxnterview with Prinecipal of S8tephenville High School,
March 22, 1959,
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was forced to withdraw from school because of pregnancy.

Also, on occasions he tried unsuccessfully to disband some
classes. The parents were called in for & conference relative
to his being permitted to remain in school., An agreement
satisfactory to all parties was reached and halwaa allowed to
remain in school.

Case 6 graduated from Stephenville in May, 1956, The
following year he married an honor graduate. He is employed
in the bookkeeping department of Armour and Company, Fort
Worth, 19

Case 7«8 was living in what their friends belleved to be
& happy home situation. They thought the father and mother
were compatible and that they were faithful to thelr church,
Case 7 and hia younger siaster attended Church of Christ regu~
larly along with the parents. The father is chief butcher in
a chain store; the mother is a clerk in a ladies' store,20

The boy was apoiled and wanted everything his way. The
parents allowed him to have the family car anytime he asked,
He probably got the car numerous times under false pretenses.
As he played football, he told them frequently that he was
going to school for akull praetica.21

191p14.

aolntarview with Minister of Church of Chriast, Stephenville,
Texas, March 2l, 1959,

gllntarview with an aunt of Case 7, March 22, 1959,
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The grades of Case 7 were barely passing merks; on nu=
merous occasions he was caught chesting on teste. He wss
often in the detention hall because of misconduet in classes.

Case 7 graduated from high school in 1956 efter being
given finel exsminations twice. He started to Tarleton Stete
College that fall, but he was agsked to withdraw at the end of
nine weeks beceuse of failing grades. He begsn working at
Conveir in Fort Worthi he was fired at the end of three
months, Case 7 re-entered Tarleton in the fall of 19583
agein he failed and had to withdraw. Now he works as a gas
station attendant.2?

The father of Case 8-8 dled when the boy was thirteen,
His mother began working for & local studlio to support her=
self, Case 8, and a younger son. The older boy began de=
livering newspapers to buy his clothing and school supplies,
At that time he was well-liked by his clessmetes and teachers.
When he was in junior high, he started going with the daughter
of the Stephenville School Superintendent. As he grew older,
he begen assoclating with some rough boys.

Upon entering high scheol, Cese 8 took an sctive part in
sports and was & star football playar. As 8 freshman he be~
came identified with a secret club, His grades became poor and

he barely passed his wark.zB

zzIntarview with Prinsipgl of Stephenville High School,
March 23, 1959,

23Interview with a former Superintendent of Stephenville
Sehools, Brownwood, Texas, March 12, 1959,



114

In his sophomore year, Case 8 got a job as 2 sack boy
for a chain store. He bought an old cer and was gone from
home much of the time at night. He began drinking beer and
at times was questioned by police., He spent one night in
jail.ah

Case 8 was frequently sent to the principal's office be-
cause of disorderly conduct in class., He was given a three~-
day suspension for his connection with a secret club, He
also wag offielally reprimanded for demonstrations with his
girl friend on the school campus.

Upon entering his senior year, Case 8 became more
settled and he became engaged to the superintendent's
daughter., They married as soon as they graduated. They live
in Cleburne where he is assistant manager of a chaln storﬁ.zs

Case 9-3 lived with his father and stepmother on a ranch
about six miles from Stephenville. Two younger sisters and a
step-gister his own age are in the family, Case 9 and the
step-sister were jealous of each other and the boy became
belligerent, In school he tried "to bully" his way, He was
lagy and did not try to make his grades. He slept in class
and got angry and abusive when awakened. He failed nearly

every subject each year and had to repeat several courses.

zhinnarviow with the employer of the mother of Case 8,
March 26, 1959,

25Tnterview with Principal of Stephenville High School,
¥arch 2}, 1959.
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Case 9 spent many hours in detention and was suspended
several times for frequent fights at school, for being dils-
respectful to teachers, for disturbing aiadael,‘and for using
obscene language. After several repetitiona and attending
summer aschool, he graduated from high school at the age of
tvpnty.zé

Case 10-85 was the vietim of a broken home, the mother and
father having been divaraéd when Case 10 was two years old.
The father was considered to be "a no-good alooholic." A
brother three years older than Case 10 developed nephritis at
the age of flve and was in a local hospital for one year be-
fore his death. Two sisters tended the youngest brother
while the mother remained at the hospital in constant at-
tendance upon the sick c¢hild. The father dld not contribute
to the support of the family; they were supported by the
grandmother,

After the death of the brother, the mother began voca-
tional nurse's training with a salary of $50,00 per month.

The children were left at home alone while the mother worked,
the hours depending upon the shift she was placed on.2'

The school work of Case 10 was not satisfactory from the
beginning; hls grades were low and his attitude poor. As he

grew older, he stayed out of school more often and repeatedly

zélbid., Maerch 16, 1959,

27Intsrview with Admitting Clerk of a Stephenville
Hospital, April L, 1959,
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when the mother waa called, she did not know where the boy
was. He became a problem in classes. He received detention
periods frequently and was suspended on one occagion for
bringing beer onto the campus,

In the spring of his freshman year, Case 10 quit school,
saying that he wanted to work. In the fall of 1958, he re-
entered schooly the same routine began. He withdrew in
October to move to Rotan.28

Case 11-8 has one sister thirteen yeers older than he,
His father 1s manager of the City lIce Company; he was near
fifty years old when the son was born. The mother did not
work outside the home., Close assoclates thought Case 11 was
e "spoiled brat" from the beginning and that he was lazy and
conceited.2?

The truancy of Case 1l began early in junior high; he had
to repeat the eighth grade three times. His atudy habits
were poor throughout his schooling.

Case 11 was frequently on "the carpet" for cutting
¢lagses, for inaubprdination, and for cheating., When corrected
in class on some occasions, he walked out. At the age of
twenty-one, Case 11 was atill in school, but he failed con=-

stantly. He finally quit school to enter the army,30

aalntarviow with Prineipal of Stephenville High BSchool,
April 8, 1959.

29Interview with a close friend of the family of Case 11,
April 11, 1959.

301nterview with Prineipal of Stephenville High School,
April 7, 1959,
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The son of a plumber, Case 12-8 has an I.Q. of 8. His
grades were poor., He does not seem to care whether or not he
passes hls work, He 1a sulky in attitude and slouchy in ap-
‘pearance. He wears his blond, curly hair in en extremely
long duck tail; he stomps around heavily in boots, The
friends of Case 12 are few and those that he claims are of
the same personality as he., While he was in school, he cut
classes and usually attended school one or two days each
week. The mother signed excuses for his absences.3l

The mother of Case 12 is a rough-looking, cigarette
smoking women and seldom dresses in anything in publie other
than jeans. She depends upon Case 12 to do all the grocery
shoppiﬁg for the family while she sits in her car. He makes
his own choices of the food that he buys. Beyond supplying
money for the family, the father seems not to care what
ocours .32

Cage 12 has been suspended a number of times for his
actions in school; such as, insolence, insubordination, dis-
turbance in classes; attempting to disband classes., He quit
school April 1k, 1959, to go to work and to get married,33

Case 13-8 was termed a constant trouble maker for

teachers, the school prineipal, and the counselor. His grades

311pig, |
3271nterview with a neighbor of Case 12, April 11, 1959,
33pPermanent Record Files of Stephenville High School,
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were average until the eighth grade; here he was retained and
was finally passed on to high school because of hls size and
physioal matnrlty;ih

8ince entering high school, Case 13 has never shown any
intereat in school, eilther in subjects or school activities,
He was réangaiuﬂd as & liar and as & person not to be depended
upons After recelving punishment for fighting on the school
ecampus on March 16, Case 13 quit school., He presented a
written excuse from his mother., Three deys later he got
married.3

The parents of Case 13 are In meoderate circumstances
they own & grogery stors, They have never Iinsisted that
Cagse 13 nor his four older brothers remain in scheel, though
two of the brothers graduated from high ;Ghﬂﬂlw Case 13 has
& job as 8 mechanick helper in a garage; he refused his
father's offer to work in the grocery storen36

The father of Case -3 1s a peanut farmer at Gorman,
Texas., The parents are middleaged; thelr demeanor indicates
a life of hard work with not many compensations. There 12 a
younger sister in the group,

Case 1l was sent to Stephenville in his senior year of
1958 in order to break up & romance of which his parents did

thntarvasw with Prinetpal of Stephenville High Scheol,

35xntarvi¢w with Principal of Stephenville High School,
April 11, 1959,

361ntcrviaw with an uncle of Case 13, Stephenville,
Texas, April 13, 1959,
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not approve. They hoped that he would settle down, pass his

work, and graduate from high school. He beoarded in a private
home, and without anyone to push him, he soon astarted cutting
classes; he was sometimes absent two weeks without any legal

excuse or permission from anyone.

When reprimended about his absence or school work, Case
1y was sbusive to teachers and told falsehoods to his parents
about his work and absences, letters to the parents asked
for their co~operationj instead they wanted to blame the
school,

Case 1} was given another chance by the principal and
counselor, but his attitude became even worse and his quarrels
with teachers became frequent, Following e fight with enother
student, Case 1l} was asked to withdraw, He returned to his
home in Gorman, Texas,37

Case 15~8 came to Stephenville High School in his fresh-
man year from Santo, The father is a farmer, stockman, and
egg wholesaler, The family is in good circumstances finane
cially. Both parents and the younger sister are leaders in
their community and church, Priends think Case 15 haa too
much money to spend and has too much freedom with his Pord

Gonvertiblp.BB

37Interview with Counselor of Stephenville High School,
April 17, 1959.

381nharvinw with a famlly friend of Case 15, Lipan,
Texas, April 20, 1959,
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From the beginning of Stephenville's acquaintance with
him, Cese 15 was an overbearing braggart., He drove his car
to and from school and he believed this, along with his free=
spending, to be his ticket to popularity. He was extremely
overweight, weighing around 230 pounds. In his first year he
came out for football and mede the "A" string the rallawihg
year, Few of the students ever accepted him because of his
erude wxya‘39

The offenses of Case 15 began in hisg sophomore year with
general olass dlsturbances and the use of abusive langusage.
He barely passed in his subjects. In his junior year he was
suspended from the football team for cursing the coaches apd
fighting an opposing player during a game. In addition he |
haed to make & publiec apologye. |

Early in his senlor year it was dlscovered that he had
been drinking Just before he"suited up'for s district foote
ball game. Immediately he was assked to turn in his uniform,
whereupon he cursed the ccaches and attempted to strike one
of them.

Following & conference with the superintendent, the
principal, and the counselor, coaches and parents, Case 15
was given another chance, Three weeks later he was drunk on
the sshool campus and had two fights. He was expelled and

egked not to rsturn.ho

195 39Interview with Stephenville High School coach, April 18,
e

hOIntarviow with Counselor of Stephenville High School,
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?ﬁ There are two younger brothers of seventeen-ysar-old
é%ée 15~3, The sixteen~year-old brother is Case 105~58 de~
d%ribad in Chapter IV. Yhe father is a feed store owner in
#@épheuvills, but the family lives in the community of Norgan
Mill. Their neighbors conalder them to be self-respecting,
a}éxwah~going people -h}' |

%f Case 15 was oonsidered to be an average atudent, able to
méantain a "B" average most of the time, He was & rather
qﬁiet. pleasant~-mannered youth, Hies Tirst offense came to
the attention of school officials when he was a junior, He
wéa accused of being involved in putting send in the gas tank
of the Morgen M¥ill School bus. He was gquestioned by an Erath
County Grend Jury and was made to share in the damage expenses.

The next offense of Cese 16 came in his senior year when
he wag found to be drinking on the school campus along with
Case 15. For thls act he was suspended for three days.
Following his return to school, Case 10 continued to make
good grades; his behavior was good the remainder of the y&arahg

™is chapter has attempted to point out sovme of the
raogora in juvenile delinquency of Stephenville High School
and to desoribe the soclal backgrounds of the delinquents.
A statistiocal summary is included in the appendix,

blrterview with & grocer of ¥organ Y111, Texas, Way 1, 1959.

b21nterview with Counselor of Stephenville High School,
wa,y 5’ 1?590



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY

As stated in Chapter I, the problem of this study was to
determine the exten§ of juvenile delinquency in Erath County,
a county which 1s small, population wise, in comparison with
such countles as Tarrant, Dallas, Bexar, McLennan, Harris,
and others; to determine behavioristic patterns in a small
community; to determine some of the factors in juvenile delin-
quency in a small community.

In view of the fact that over the twenty-year period
studied there were one-hundred and nine delinguents on record,
and that over the fifteen~year pericd studied in the deline
.quencies of Stephenville High School there were sixty cases,
there 1s basis for concern over the amount of juvenile delin=-
guency in this small community as there is in the larger
communities,

Algso, it can be gsald that there appears to be some foun-
dation for support of Sutherland and Cressey's theory of dif-
ferential association bagsed on the postulate that "erime is
rooted in the social organization éhd‘ia an expression of
that social organization.“l Particularly, there ils reason for

agsgsuming the following principles to be true:

1Edwin H. Sutherland and Donald-R. Cressey, Principles
of Criminology, New York, J.B., Lippincott Company, 1955, p. 80.
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l. Criminal behavior is learned.

2. Criminal behavior is learned in interaction with
other peraons. ,

3. The principal part of the learning of criminal
behavior occurs within intimate, personal groups.

L. Conflicts within the home are highlj significant
in emotional disturbances of children and that the
emotional disturbances are conducive to delinquency.e
In support of the preceding prineciples, the following

juvenile cases of this study are offered: Cases 13-39
-39, 15-39, 5§9-51, 7h-53, 80-55, 88-56, 91-56, 97-58,
98-58, 99-58, 101-58, 102-58, 104-58, 105-58, 106.58, 107-58,
108-58, 109-58. |

The cases cited above are ones in which learned behavior
was evident, There are many cases in vhieh‘fhe prinaiples
mentioned do not apply; several causal factors are evident in
those which do not apply.

In addition to noting the similarity of the Erath County
Juvenile cases to Sutherland and Cressey's principles of
differential association, it 1s interesting to note that this
study relates to their study of sex ratios. As stated in
Principles of Criminology, "Statistical studies indicate that -
delinquency and crime are closely associated with sex status,
The male sex has & great excess of crimes in all nations,
Approximately eighty-five per cent of delinqueney cases in
juvenile courts are boys."3 It will be remembered that of the
cne-hundred and nine cases on the Erath County records only

slx were females,

21bid., ppe 77-78. 31b1d., p. 111.
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In spite of the fact thet the number qf delinquencies in
Stephenville High School 1s high, 1t may be pointed out that
Sutherland end Cressey state, "The behavior of school children
in modern achools in whicech corporal punishﬁanb ia néldom in-
flicted 1s unquestionably muah‘hattor than in the schools of
a century agc‘when-earporal punighment was axtremaiy rraqumnﬁ.“h

The manner in which delinquencies in Stephenville High
School are handled appears to be commendable. In the majority
of cases the delinquents improved in thelir behavior and
generally improved in their school work. |

In this school the delingqueney problems are handled as v
far as possible by detention and eounseling., For those who
ride a school bus the detention time is designated during
luneh hour perioda; for those who live in town the detention
time 1a designated after three-forty in the afternoon., In the
event of fallure of detention punishment, a threaaday'aus—
pension of the case is given. Only in extreme oases, those
in which the students have been glven rapaatad”ahanaaa, are
they expelled.

The communities of Erath County recognize the problem of .~
the increase of juvenile delinquency. Thaie is a county-wide
plan for providing experiencles to guard ageinst temptations
of youth. B8ix of the communities have already established
Community Family-~Youth Centers designed for year-around

activities, In four other communities of the county similar

thidv s Ds 291,
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plans are in the formative stage. Supervised recreation,
1noluding‘awimming, dancing, indoor and outdoor gemes, free
movies, skating and femily soclals, 1s being provided. Alle~
family groups are urged to participate in‘tho;aﬁtiviﬁiaa of
the centers, |

. While citizens of the communities recognize tﬁnt
recreation is not a cure-all for delingusney, they believe
that in this mahnor families are finding common interests and,
incressingly, are leerning to live together by ahariﬁg oXw
periences and activities,

Offlcials of the county recognlze that the problem of
Juvenile delinquency exists in this small community., This
county is fortunate in having a county judge and a county
attorney who are deeply concerned about the problem and who
are deeply interested in ycuth. They have beén instrumental
in securing funds, through the County Commissioners Court and
from interested citizens of the county, to pay the expenses
of maintaining two fulletime juvenile officers for the county.
These offlcers are under the supervision of the Chief of
Police., In addition to these two special officers, all county
and city officers are slerted to the situation,

Civie clubs such as Twentleth Century, Kiwanie, Lions,
Rotary, and Junior Chamber of Commerce of the two larger com-
munities, Stephenville and Dublin, are at the present time
collaborating in a study of juvenils delinguency of the county.
All schools ot the county have been invited to participate in
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the study. The findings of this study will guide future plans

for prevention and control of delinqueney in Erath County.

The most recent aid in handling the problem has come from '~

a young, leading physician of Stephenville, Two evenings of
each week he is devoting hig time to counseling disturbed
parents and children. He ls encouraging those who need help
to come to him and talk about their tensionsg, their confliects,
and their emotionsl problems, |

Finally, it can be said that the problem of juvenile
delinquency does apply to a small community such as Erath
County; the behavioristic patterns are similar to those of
larger communities; the citizens and officials of Frath County
do recognize the problem and are attempting to provide faw

cilities to alleviate the mituastion.



APPENDIX

TABLE I

AGES OF BOYS AND GIRLS WHEN REFERRED TO COURT IN
DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY THE
ERATH COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1958

Delinguency Cases
Age of Child When
Referred to Court
Boys Girls Total

Under 10 years 1 0 1
10 years, under 12 0
12 years, under 1 6 3 9
1, years, under 16 55 0 55
16 years, under 17 37 3 Lo
Total 103 6 109
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REASON FOR REFERENCE TO COURT IN BOYS' AND GIRLS'
DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY THE
ERATH COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1958

Reason for Reference Number of Delinquency Cases
to Court | ‘
” Boys | Girls Total
Petty Theft 30 0 ’30
Theft over $50,00 | 12 1 13
Burglary 30 0 30
Carrying Unlawful Weapon 2 0 2
Bodlily Assault 0
Auto Theft 0 2
Passing Worthless Checks 11 0 11
Forgery 2 0 2
Sex Offenses and Immoral Acts 3 5 8
Drunkenness 3 Y 3
Robbery 1l 0 1
Murder 1 0 1
Sodomy 1 0 1
Arson 1 0 1
Kidnapping 1 0 1
Total 103 ’ 6 109
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TABLE III

DISPOSITION OF BOYS' AND GIRLS' DELINQUENCY CADES
DISPOSED OF BY THE ERATH COUNTY Jﬁ?ﬁﬁiL& COURT

JANUARY 1, 1?33 TEROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1958

 Disposition @f“éﬁé#ﬁ*

Delinquency Cases

Boys oirls | 1$q£&1
To Evyn' State Tvaining R
School, Gatesville, Texas 19 . 19
To Girls' State Training s
School, Galnesville, Texas . 3 -3
$b B9th Parents 50 1 51
To en Individual o :
To Grandfather 0
To Wichita Falls Stete o
Hospital 1 1
To Step~Father 1 1
To Buckner Boys' Ranch o
Burmt. Texas 1 0 1
Po Buckner Orphan's Home
Dalles, Texas | 1 0 1
To Father 15 0 15
To Mother 1l ‘10
To Husband 1 1
Total 103 é 109
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TABLE IV

OCCUPATION OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS OF BOYS' AND GIRLS':

DELINQUENCY CASES BROUGHT BEFORE THE ERATH COUNTY
JUVENILE COURT, JANUARY 1, 1938,
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1958

Mother's Father! é :
Occupation
-ié
8 ¢
gl o
" o} E
& 8 8 B B pe B
- & sl | & @ I
) | % 4 ol & ot | g °
P " gl 9 o
? oEl 8 |5 PR EE:
I IEPEEEEERR
: EFEREEEEERRERE
K §§ﬁ§§§n§wgmnn%n
3 HEEREEREEEEXEREER:
Male
Offendera| 1| 11| 1 1{L ]| 9l23| 6| 31 6|5 5| 1|2
Female
Offenders| .| 1|1 o] o] o] o 1{1 of o} o of o] »
Total | 1] 2|2 1| 21{L]| 9|2b}7] 3] 6]15| 5] 1] 2
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TABLE IV--Continued

Total

103

109

Husband's
Occupation
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RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF BOYS' AND GIRLS!

TABLE V

DELINQUENCY CASES BROUGHT BEFORE
THE ERATH COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH

DECEM

B

R 31, 1958

Religious Affiliations

Delinquency Cases

Boys Girls Total
No Affiliation ks 5 50
Methodist 1 1 15
Baptist 2l 0 2l
Church of Christ 9 0 9
First Christian 1 0 1
Assembly of God 2 0 2
Episcopal 1l 0 1
Calvary Baptist 1 0 1
Not Known 6 0 6
Total 103 6 109
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TABLE VI

FACTORS IN THE DELINQUENCY OF BOYS
AND GIRLS BROUGHT BEFORE THE
ERATH COUNTY JUVENILE GOURT
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1958

Factors Delinquency
Cases

Broken Homes

DIVOrce® « » o o » s o ¢ o ¢ ¢ » LN SN T BT I «10

Death o ¢« o o o « o o o s o » ¢ o ¢« ¢ 8 9 0 » » AO

BepaAr8tion, ¢« « « o o ¢ & 4 5 4 s 6 2 v & s & v » 2
Aleoholism + o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 2 ¢ s o o 2 o o v 8 0 90 7
Immoral and Vieious Parents. . . e o o 6 5 0 s 8 v w0l
Disorganization of Home Life o+ « « s ¢ o o « ¢ « o o o L
Leck of Emotional Satisfaction « « « ¢ « « v 4 o ¢ » .18
Lack of Conaistent Guidance., » « « « %5 e 8 o w s o
nﬂffi@ul%i’i. ConflictBe o o o o o » « o & LR AR 6
POVOrtye o o o o o 2 o o o o 4 & L T S S T S 11
lLack of Amusement. . . e 8 s o s 0 0 s o s s e s 8T
Lack of Religious Trnining « s o o s s s s s s o a o #10
Mental Defects « o« o o o o o « s o ¢ ¢ « ¢ o » 4 s s 4 2
Bplit Personalitys + o o o s v ¢ ¢ o 6 4 s 4+ 2 0 5 & o 2
Lack of Interest iIn School « o o s « ¢ o o & o = s s +30
TOVBLs o o« o o o o ¢ o s % o 5 5 v 5 8 ¢« » s o & o &« 109
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TABLE VII

RURALURBAN DISTRIBUTION OF BOYS
AND GIRLS APPEARING BEFORE THE
ERATH COUNTY JUVEKILE COURT,
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1958

Sex of the . Rural  Urban .}
Offenders Communl ty Community - Total
Number of | | - e
¥ale L3 60 1103
Offenders ' o
Number of o o
. Female 1 5 . 6
Of fenders o |
Total ) — %5 ST




TABLE VIII

NUMBER OF SIBLINGS OF BOYS' AND GIRLS!
DELINQUENCY CASES BROUGHT BEFORE
THE BRATH COUNTY JUVENILE COURT,

JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1958

Sex of Number of Siblings in Pamily b
Offenders ‘ — , Total
12§ 3] |5 |6 {78 |None | Not
Known

‘ .
Rumber of , o
Male Offenders [19|25{17/20)7 {1 j0]1 | 18 5 103
Humber of ‘
Female
Offenders 211 3jojo jojo} o 0 6
Total | | | 109
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DELINQUERT CASES HAVING TWO OR MORE CHARGES

TABLE

IX

MADE BY THE BRATH COUNTY JUVENILE COURT,
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBAR 31, 1958

Delinqueney| Number | Delinquency|Number { Delinquency|Number
Cases of Cases of _ Canes of
Charges Charges Charges
Case 1-38 2 Case 45-50 | ! Case 79-55
Case 2~38 L Case hénga g Case g 0=-55 | g
Case h=-39 2 Case 48-50 | 3 Case B82-56 7
Case g~39 2 Cage [}9-50 Case 83-56 3
Cage 6~39 g Cagse 50-50 Case 86-~56 3
Cage 7-39 3 Cage 52-50 Case 87-56 2
Cagse 12-39 2 Case 55-50 3 Cagze 88-56 3
Case 13~39 g Case 57-5). 5 Case 8956 5
Case 14-39 Case g =51 2 Cagse 90-56 2
Case 15-39 Case 63-52 2 Case 91~56 N
Case 16-40 | Case 6L;-52 2 |Case 92 2
Case 2 w&l 2 Case 5~52 3 Case 9 ~5? | 3
Case 26 P Case 69-52 2 Case 9 57 3
Cage 28 g 2 Case 7.-53 L Case 9557 2
ciiade| 3 |aisg) o |@EEE)
se Li0- ase 77- lase -
Case hl—h9 2 Case 7£~5& L 3
Total 17 50 17 52 16§ 5
Grand Total 50] 153
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PABLE X

DELINGUENCY GASES BROUGHT BEFORE
ERATH COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1958, WHO
WERE RECIDIVISTS

Delinquency
Cagesn

Case 2-38

Case 5-39

Case 6-39

Case 12~39
Case 13-39
Case 1=39
Case 16-40
Case 28-43
Case 3L-46
Case [48-50
Total

137

Delinqueney
Cases

Case 50-50
Cage 52-50
Case 57-51
Case 6l-52
Case 65-52
Case 80-55
Cage 82«56
Case 89-56
Cage 93~57
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TABLE XI

OCCUPATIONAL SOCIAL CLASS SCALE OF BOYS8*' AND GIRLS!

DELINQUENCY CASES IR ERATH COUNTY

JANUARY 1, 1938, THROUGH
ECEMBER 31, 1958

Class Number Classif'ication Delinquency
Casas
I Executives, Proprietors,
¥a jor Professions 2
1X Managers, Proprietors of
 Medium Business 2
IIT Administrative Peraonnel,
Owneras of Small Business b §
Iv Owners of Little Busineases,
Clerical, Sales Workers,
 Technlolans 25
v 8killed Workers N
A2 1 Semi-3killed Workers 30
V1I Unskilled Workers Ls
Total 109

118



TABLE XII
OCCUPATION OF PARENTS OF SIXTEEN
JUVENILE CASES IN THE
STEPHENVILLE HIGH
8CHOOL, 1950-1958

Occupation of Delinquency
Father ' Capes

Court REpPOPLEr « « o « o o ¢ s ¢ « 5 o s o« . + » v o ¢ 1
Farmer~RaNceher « o+ « ¢ s « ¢ 4 o + » » » ¢ ¢ s v o 8+ 3
Iﬁaurtnaa BrokKer o + o o ¢ » 5 o ¢ 5 ¢ ¢ 3 % o ¢ ¢ » @
011 Company Employee . e e e e
Welder + o« o« v o ¢« o v o s ¢ 8 # & o 2 o 8 8 8 s 5 o &
Joe Company Manager .« « + o« o ¢ o L A
BUutohers o » o o » o o o & o o ¢ 9 & o s 5 s s s s 0w
Plumbers s + o o » o o o o s o % s o « » & o« o o s s o
GPrOGeY « o s o o o o« o o o o 5 o % & 4 & o 5 s 5 8 o

FAPMOT + o« o o o ¢ o # o » & ¢ o 5 ¢ 2 s % 5 5 » 5 o »

N I T N T I " R

Feed Store OWNOY + o« o « ¢ o o ¢ s s o » « & s » & P
Occupation of

Mother
Cafe Operator. o« « « o o % ¢ o » » o & o 5 « » s o s =« 1

Studio Employee. « « o o o s & s o s« s » v s » o o s « 1

Hurge@. « « » ¢ o + ¢ 5 » =« o o 5 » s » » e » 5 2 9 s o 3

Totals o« « + & L N I T T S S S S S IS P, 016
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