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CHAFTER I

THREE PRINCIFLE CULTURES

OF AMCIENT AMERICA

:éha recorded history of the aborigines of the Yew World
ia awcolgrful one, Y%hen the wmytholnzies of theae peoples are
added to the known facta, the color and mystery are deepened.
To date only limlted progress has been made in revealing the
true nature of thsase culburss, so ruthlessly destroyed by the
European CONguerors.

2o arrogant were these invaders, go certaln were they
that they represented o superior civilization to those they
encountered here, that many of the records of these psoples
were summarily destroyed. This hasty actlion, plus the
{following centurles of abuse of native populations, has added
much difficulty to the problem of those who would seek a
better wnderstanding of those anclent Americans,

Dosplte the difflcaltlies invoived, many scholars have
attempted to penetrate the myasterilses surrounding these esarly
American culiures. As a result of thelr eTorts, much vale
nable Information is now available on nearly all of the
natlive groups who first inhablted the western hemisphers,
he roader can now study and marvel al fascinubing reval&tians

concerning nearly all o them. fjhat part of the Yew World




wnlch came under the control of the Spanish included a variety
of cultures such as the Pueblos of the Southwest, the Chibchas
of Ecuador, the Araucanians of Chili, as well as the Incas of
Peru, the Mayas of Yucatan, and the Aztecs of ¥exlco.

These last three, the Incas, 'avas, and Aztecs, have
heen chosen for gpecial attention here Tor ssveral reasons.
Mret, they orssert variety f{or study. All three represent
advanced culbures, but sach was distingulshed by its own
paculiar characteristics, 7The Aztecs wers warlike, the Mayas,
peace-loving, and the Incas were politically a.uresive,

1

Second, probably more hnas been written about these groups
than any of the others. Although the history of the Mayas
if’ mueh more speculative than is that of the other two, a
atudy of their culture furnlishes a necessary backsround to
the Aztec atorye. Third, all three represert a plcturs of
amazingly acvanced societles,

"The marnificent ¥ayas...and their colorrful barbaric
civilization in the troplcs are ithe paradox of ancient
America."l This statement is readily sxplained.

™e lowlands of Central America are today considered
unhoalthy. lodern day Indlans refuse to live there, but
choose the hiihlands of the re,lon instead., Their ancestors,
the kKayas, however, chose the lowlands and there bhbullt from

primitlve conditions a clvilization whilch posessed the hirhest

1Emi1y Ce uvie, Anclent Amsrlcans, p. 171.




scholarly attainments of any Stons Ape people in the world.
What ls more, they did thils with practically no help from
other tribes,

The immense empire of the Incas ultimately stretched up
into ¥enador, through Peru, Bolivia, and down into Chile.

All of the trihkes In this area were drawn into 8 communal
syshem and thelr life waz rerulsted with s completeness
seldom attempted by any movernment in any ace. The Incan

subject was bound to his placs of rsslidence, occupatlion and
station in life. ile was required to wear a dlstinctlve dress,
headgear or halircut denaotling the province to which he hew
lon.ed.

he gztaés woere a militant nation., The sgplendor of their
clvilization was mostly borrowad frcm thsir nai shbors. War-
like, they were late-comers on th@ SCend. ﬁ nemaéw;fiha
comln; from a place in the norith referrsd to only as the
"Seven Caves", they brought bows and arrows and innovations
to Mexico. Their emplre was the result of a series of hloody
conquests, and the lanabtlc nature of their relirsion helped
to horrify and subdue their vessals,

The accomplishments of these early American inhabitants
cannat help but lead to sdmiration and wonderment. Each new
arsh&@alowlcal discovery ;lves rise to more questions, and
more Interpretations. the more that is learnsd, the more
Intriguing becoue these ancilent Americans., On what belleflfs

did they base thelr civilizations? dow did they rationalize



their own and the universe's existence? VYhat were their
relations with their Tellow men?®t What value did they place
on human life? DIid they look forward to immortality? Vhat
part 4id religion play in their lives?

There 1s no betber key to underatanding of a peopls than
their religlon. Thils was the firs® target of the conguering

\

Spanish invaders, ‘Their attempts to destroy the native re-

R A

llsions were only partially successful, but their program of
coerclon resulted in the destruction, or hiding and burying
of nearly all religlous chronlclsg of the natives,

Even today there 1s a very apparent hesitancy among the
older Indlans to divulge the religious legends which have
been handed down to them through the generatlions. Information
sained from these wiéarﬂa has added much to exlisting know-
led;e, howsver.,

énathﬁr hindrance to the truth conecerning these reli-
zious systems comes from the Spanlish contemporaries who
recorded the period of conguest, piving eye witness reports,.
The sixteenth century represented a period of exireme intol-
erance in Catholle 3pain., The Inquisition was laying a heavy
hanc on all heretics at home. Certainly no tolerance could
be extended Lo the "barbaric relisions of unelvilized
eavazes,” Helther would books be permitted to be published
wiilch treated the native relizions as being anything else.
Therefore, the extreme blas of many of these early writers
often completely nullifies thelr records. Not always is this

true, however, and [ortunately so.



In an effort to answer the questions raised and come to
a better understanding of these three culture groups, it is
necesgary to utlilize historlical facts, archasologlcal dig-
coveries, the observations of early writers, interpretstions
of later writers, religious practices, and the mytholosies
of thé paople concerned. These mythologies are a web of
faseinating contradietions, and often tend to confuse rather
than inform. Bven so, they are extremely valusble, bmcause
they furnish an inslight into the thinking of the people they
represent. It was thelr mythology which formed the basis of
thelr religlon.

Kodern day writers have [alled to agree among themselves
in interpreting these legende., One of the most authoritative
studles has been made by Dr. Danlel 2. Brinton, whose keen
knowledgze of the sncient native tongues lends much welght to
the importance of his work. He points out a striking simi-
larity betwoen the myths of this continent and those of other
continents. He denles that this similarity can be explained
by saying they were copled from the conquerors. These myths
exlsted long before the white men were seen. For Drinton
the explanation lies in the fact that "each is the rsflex in
a comzon physlcal nature of the same phenomenf...the same
forms of expression were adopted to convey them."2 By thus

analyzing the situation, trinton adopts the "psychic unity"

ZDaniel G. Brinton, American Hero Myths, p. 36.




Theory of mankind, first introduced by Professor William
Robertson, who beliaved In the independent origin of myths.

In particular, says Hrinton, the mythoof a national hero
18 common the world over, It is the fundamental myth of many
american tribes., The buackground of such hero myths is the
peneral bellef that at some time in the remolte past a divinity
ereated or helped to create the world and possibly the human
race, Then he lived among them teamchiny them useful arts,
giving them food to ralse, making laws, and setting up rell-
gious rites, He then disappeared and was expacted to rsturm;ﬁ

Habthew ®. Sterling used a little different approach in
analyzing the Indian religions.

The religious ideas of the Indlans have been
1ittle understood by the layman. Such terms as the
Great Splrit and the Happy funting Ground are Inventlons
of the white men. The concept da ruling, all powerful
deity is a political analogy applied to supernatural
powers which could be conceived only by a people aware
of a centralized power, such as exlsted only in the 0lad
Foprld -

Far removed from this conception was the Indian
hellef in a smltlitude of spirite whose shode was to be
found in both animete and inanimate objects. His
rituals and sscrifices were conducted with the sole pur-
pose of propitiating these spirits. Underlying the
concaption of thesme lesszer spirits was the belliefl in an
imparﬁanalg vital force, the source of all unnabtural
phanomena.

Huech space was devobed by the sarly Spanish chronlelars

to describing the barbaric character of the religions of the

51bié', Pe 274

4pavis, op. eit., p. 11, quoting from a radlio address by
vatthew W. Sterling, Chiel of the Bureau of American Ethnology.



Indians, especially in regerd to the vractice of humen
sacrifices. It seems only falr, thersefore, to give special
conglderation to thls point, since the passays of Hime and
further study may result in a different interpretation of the
situstion. Inquiry shall be made as to whether or not such
a custom existed.‘ If it did, to what extent was 1t practiced?
In what manner was 1t carried out? ¥What was 1te religious
eignificance? Also, did 1t serve any other purpose?

Posslble results of such a later evaluation migsht be
the development of a better understanding of, and an indi-~
cation of a closer mental and spiritual relationship between
the modern Amerlcan and his snclent predecessor, from whom

he so thanklessly Inherited hig homelsnd,



CHAPTER II

THE ¥AYAS OF YUCATAH

Less 1s known of the Mayas than of the Azbtecs or Incas,

tut what evidence is available indicates these Indians of

Central America represented an amazingly &@vamcg&hqivilizan

tion. An indieatlon of their high intellectual level is

© et AT

shown by the lact that they wers tae anly group of thﬂ ﬁm&riu

s S B it LSSl e R S e e Y

can agarihines ta hava psyf@atad a calsnd&r. Our own calendar

o st e i o AT T ST R =y

is only slightly better attuned to the sun and moon.

They seem to have bheen a psaee«ioviﬁ& p@apl@ and th*

A e e SR SO B o0 5 e

evenbually led to their cdownfall. Rivalry between the great

i e S IR R o B T L prE. i,

city-states 0? tha Mayan Bmplre resulted in alllances wmade

with Toltec soldiers from the Valley of Mexico., Just how

the Toltecs manazed to gain so much power over the Mavas alter

they captured the c¢lty of Chichen Iltza in 1101 &.3»,1 or

1027 ﬁ.ﬁ,% is not known, but 1t ean be yr@sumﬁd ?hat tha hay&n

s

culbure wag too sof't %n cmmgari&an te ﬁhe h&réneaa 0? tae
Tmlquwgule‘
By the time the Ipaniards conguered Yucatan in 18527 the

glories of the layas were already faded.

Liervert J. Spinden, Aﬁcieﬂt Civiligzations of Yexico
and Central America, p. 170.

2theodors A, Willard, The Lost Emplres of the Itzaes
and ¥uyas, p. 285,




Two Cyeles of Myths

Among the Mayas were found two cycles of myths concerne
ing thelr origin, the central figure of the earlier being
Itzamna, and of the latar,ﬁ%uku%gagf The ancestors of the
¥ayas supposedly arrived in two groups, the first and largest
group comlng from the east through paths cut in ths ocean,
Itzamna led thils group, and he was recognized as their civilie

zeér., A second group appeared later led by Kukulcan.

~ Itzama

According to the traditions of the KMayas, their ancesw
tors immizrated to Yucatan around 793 B,C.° friters vary
on thig point. ¥Willard says they arrived in Vucatan around
200 ﬁ.§.4 Zpinden 1s more nearly in a.reement with Bi&rt.5

The immigrants supposedly came from the east by sea,
Diart belleves there must be historical fact mixed with this
legend, for he points to the similarity in the langua,se of
the aborlgines of Yucaten and of Halti, Cubsand Jamaica.
Loreover he conslders that such an immigration by sea would
indlcate an already advanced civilizatlon among the people

of the antilles.s

Spucien Bilart, The Aztecs, D. 32,
4

Willard, op. cit., pe 34,
sﬁﬁinden, Ope cits, pp. 75 and 145,

ﬁBiart, ops clb., p. 33,
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These originators of the Kaya civilization are referred
to as the Chanes or Itzaes. Thelir leader, Ibtzamms, acted
aes a combination priest, soverelgn, instructor and pulde.
ffle and his followers foundsd the city of Iztamal. The clty
of Chichen Itza became the capltal of the Itza empire.
ILzemna, whether real or legendary, sppears as a culbture hero

of the kayas, directing all phases of their life, especlally

T R i et AR

their religious ritual, le invented thelr writbten language,

anﬁ c&leﬁﬁar, and instyact@d th,m 1n plantQ, arts and con-
e 7

struction. As a leglslator, he enacted many wise laws.

kg 8 pod, Itzamna was reprseented ag an old man with &
hish forehead, strongly agulline nose, distended mouth, tooth-

less, or having one largs tooth in fr@nt‘a‘ Yven alter the

vaya religlon became dominated by the Toltecs, this zod cone-
tinued to be reverenced, and festivals in his honor were
ri;idly ohserved. Some writers conslder Itzamna as the Faya

supreme delty and ﬁr@ater-af~all,9

but otners say he was the
son ol the chief deity, :Junab or Tunab Ku. 10

ffunab Ku, which means "One Only God", seems to have
figured very little in the reli.lon of the common people. s

was consldered too Tar above ordinary mortals for their

Topinton, op. clt., Dpo. 146-7.

8. .
Spinden, op. clt., p. 90,

lo&tapﬁen D, Peet, ¥yths and Symbols, p. 383. Also,
2ylvanue G. ¥orley, The fncient Yava, p. 213.
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comprenension. According to the Juiche Mayas of the high=-

lands of Guatemsla, the creator fashloned mankind from corn’ll

Votan, another kayan deity, is also referred to as a
civilizer. e waa amongz the successors of Itzamna, and was
considered the civilizer of the province of Clapas. %hile
Ttpumna supposedly csme f{rom the Atlantic, Votan seems to

have come ifrom the shores of the Faeifie,lg

Kukulecan
Kukulean is a very controversiasl flgure. The legends

concerning him oear &uch a strﬁkina‘resemblange Yro. those

LA T SRR

relataé a%cuﬁ Zuetzaelcoatl, who Iligures sirongly in the

. i b 5 e 5 B T R
AT

mytnalmgg of the Agztecs and Toltecs, that it is guilte

poseible that all refer to the same personsage. IJince

Kukulcan has been interpreted to mean Flumed or «agt&greﬁ

e s P ST

Serpent, which ia iﬁentical with the translation given to

JRURPn,

e e ety e Rt B Sy o2 b G ATEA L, S T S, 6 AT R SRS

*Eifii%gOatl’ this contention Seems qgit@kfgaaiblé.
It is slso difficult to determine if Kukulecan or
Fuetzalcoatl, if they wers the same, were deitles, or if
~they were historical characters, [ollowlng whose rule the
legende sprang to give color to the past, Suite possibly
they were rulere who were dellled after thelr deathe, Whether

they were plven names of already existing gods or whether that

sod origlnated with the death of the ruler is hard to establish.

llﬁgrl@g3 op. cit., p. 214,

2 ptart, op. cit., p. 35
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According to one version of a Kululcan legend, In
ancient times twenty men came to the land of the Mayas., The
chief was cslled Kukulcan and was referred bto as god of fevers,.
The rest of the twenty were jods of fishing, flelds, thunder,
etc., thus, faintly resembling the gods and goddesses of the
Greeke.

Another version of this myth is to be found in the locaw
1lity where Kukulcan was especially worshipped, the city of
Chichen Itza. The fragments of the chronicles of this rulned
city indlicate that its region was settled by four bands who
came from the four cardinal points and were ruled by four
brothers. These brothers ruled the clty with a righteous
rule until one dled or departed. Two of the remaining were
put to death because of unjust acts. Kukulcan was the re-
maining brother who continued to rule wisely and the country
prospered., He directed the pesople in arts of peace and bullde
ing various structures. He was the founder of the clty of
Kavapan. There was a bemple bullt to him in both citles.
These temples were circular In form with four doors directed
toward the four cardinal points. DBefore departing, Kukulcan
chose his successor. He then left, journeying westward,
according to some accounts. Others say he ascended into
heaven .

The circular temples attributed to Kukulean in this

legend are of the same twype found in varlous @arts of Central

lsﬁrinton, Ope. clt., D 1G5,

e
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America and Hexico dedlcated to the god, ,uetzalcoatl. Since
thelir names have the same meaning, *t would seem that the
description of the coming of Xukulcan could well refer to the

coming of the Toltecs and thelr ruler, Quetzalcoatl,

The Toltecs

for years there was much doubt if the Tolteca ever
existed., They were olten discounted as a mythical race.
During recent years archaeclogical dlscoveries and studies
geem to offer substantial proof of thelr existence,

As Jegend would have 1%, the ?9§ta¢$_wera exil@@Mﬁgom
tﬂeir own natign, ?3&&3&, and Emigratad southward. They
stopped many times along thelr journey, slways erecting builde
ings In those plsces where they halted temporarily. After
124 yesars of wandering, they settled in a place named
Tollantzinco. After another twenty years, they continued
thelr journey and [ounded thﬂhgitg of»?a}}gghgrkfg;%, naming
it in memory of their native country .14 |

mhe roltecs lived unﬁarwiAmunarchial form of government.
Hot only did they concern themselves with the business of
agriculture and commerce, but witn sclence, art and m&nufac-

T o T

tures. Although they enjoyed a period of prosparity, a serias
s st

ST

of droughts, invasions of locusts, and wars scattered them

i A,

during the rule of their eighth king, Toplltzin. Many of these

Toltecs emigrated to Yucatan and _others, %o ! uatewala.ls

T e s g

l4piart, op. clt., p. 39.

B1p1a., p. 40.
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"he civilizing power passed from the hands of the Toltecs
to the Chichimecs, then to the Alcolhuas, and from them to

the Azbecs,

Guetzalcoabl

A Historical Pigure

In the mythology of Mexico and Central America,
Juetzalcoatl 18 probably the most interesting but also the
most controverslsl charactsr, Legends concerning him are
numerous. He appears in two dlstinct reprssentations; asg a
lszendary herolc bubt earthly figure, and as a great god
surrounded by a mass of mythe.

It ig poseible that the Jusetzalcoatl of the Toltecs did
sxist during the elsventh century. If so0, it 1s he who ruled
when Chichen Itza was captured from the Fayas., As a histor-
ical character, Juetzalcoatl appears as a remarkable figure.
de is usually descrived as a larpe bodied white man with
black flowing hair and beard.

Hde was a sclentist and a human philosopher. lle estab-
lished orders of knighthood, developsed the varilious industrisl
arts and buillt up a wide trade in cotton, cacac and other
products.l6 e is reputed to have introduced the calendar,
althouzh others say he borrowed and improved on the calendar

of the ﬁayas.lv

16pavis, op. cit., pp. 173-5.
1731art, op. cit., pe 3%
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Perhaps Quetzalcoatl gpent hils youth in Yueatan and took
back to nis highland home strange religlous and social ideas,
He oppossd the idea of human sacrifice practiced by the
Toltecs, To him is credited the beginning of bhuilding serpent
colurms at Tula like those of his temple In Chichen Itza.
Cholula seems to have been founded by him as a specilal center
for hls humane religlon.

{lo himself lived a chaste life and practiced psnance by
drawing blood from his ears and beneath his tongue. He was a

celibate and refrained from intoxlcating drink.18

The God

As a god, Quetzalcoatl 1s usually rcferred ta as a Taltec

god f'rom whom the Azteus barrowed him. As a Toltec pod, he
vep;aﬂenteﬁ thﬂ more gentle and humane religious tendencies
which prevailed among thewm. JQuetzalcoatl was origrinally
wrshi ped by oifferings of frult and [ lowers, Later, when
the cruel and warlike religlon of the Aztecs supplanted the
more humane reliziouns tendencles, human belngs were sacrificed
by the Chnolulans to this pesce~loving g@d.lg

The possibility should not he overlooked that Quetzalcoatl,
ag & great ruler of the Toltecs, wis deifled alter his death,

He was worshipped more . enerdly as God of the #inds or Airggg

1Snonald A. Mackenzle, Myths of lre-Columblan America,

194, Van Doren Honeyman, The Aztecs, p. 57

#91114., and Davis, op. clt., p. 193.
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Referring to GQuebtzzicosatl, ¥riar Diezo de Landa relates
that the opinion of the Indians of Yucstan was that this
ancient ruler had journsyed to Vexlco, whence he returned,

nd wae thence worshipped as a gad.gl

¥ontezuma informed Cortes that hls ancestors had been
lad to that country by a ruler named Guetzalcoatl, who then
returned to his native land after establishing their colony.
The ruler later returned to Hexlco and trled to get the people
there to accompany him but they refused. He then left and

travelied hLoward the @332.22

If this were true, 1t would
indicate that the Aztecs or at least the raling class came
from Yucatan.

Tpeculating over the sgtories of Juetzalcostl, YelCulloh

interprets him as belng ﬁ@ah.zs

Zome early Spanlsh writers
tnousnt Juetzalcoatl mizht be none other than the Aposkle
2t Thomas.

Dr. 3rinton resorts to the light myth theory and

interprets Juetzalcoatl as a symbol of the formation of the

sarth. In doing so he Interprets the maaning of Juetzalcoatl

glbl&é& de Landa, Helacion de Las Cosas sn Yucatan, p. 36,
cited in Zelia Huttall, The rundamental Principles of 0ld and
New YWorld C*viliz&»icrs, De 207

22 jjernando Cortes, [lstoria de Bueve Lspana, pp. &1 and 96,
cited in Muttall, op. c¢it., p. 208.

4

James . ?cCulloh, RMesearches on America, Belng An
Attempt to Zetile Zome Points Helative Lo the &barl&imes of
Amorica.
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as "the acumirable twir", adewitting, however, that the word

has several translations.

24

br, Hackenzle, who does not airee with the "psychic

unity” theory advocated by Brinton and others, places an

entirely diffserent Interpretation on Quebzalcoatl.

It would seem that he represents an intruding people
who contributed to the culture complexes of pre-Columblan
America, and not only the artlisans and priests of that
people, but also the god or gods they had lumported from
their ares of origin. Defore the intruders reached
Mexico thelr beliefs were of highly complex character.
Thelr king-priests, who wers called Cusetzalcomitls, that
is "feathered serpenta” or "bird serpents”, were, like
the Emperors of China, also "Sons of Heaven"--that is
human forms of the winged dragon god of their religlion.
An outstanding difference betwesen the Justzalcoatl and
the other cults of the pre~lolumbian ﬁmﬁriggng was that
it was opposed to war and numan sacrifice.

Mackenzie attempts Lo substentiate his theory by pointing

out the presence in ¥ayan sculpture of elephants and figurss

of' suetzalcoatl which strongly resemble Huddist figures of

the kast, He belleves tnis would also explain the ¥aya's

attitude toward gold and preclous stones, a8 well as their

having set up & civilization in such unfavorable climate,

e therefore believes that contributors to the Mayan culture

came from the Uld World.

“hence came the highly cultured allens whose civie
lization 1is rspresented by Quetzalcoatl? They were
evidently sealarers who settled on the coastlands and
Introduced the dragon beliefls so 1like those found in
India, Cnina, and Japan.26

Bl e, a -

“éﬁrxﬁtcn, op. Clb., Pp. 66-7. J
]

“sﬁackenzie, OD. Clte, P 257,

261}3:{{1', e 204,
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Hewett, more in accord with Urinton, denies the histor-
lcal origin of Quetzalcoatl, e attempts to connect the higher
Indlan civilizetione of the United States with thoss of Vexico
and Central Americe.

Their art was a complete expression of their re-
ligione. One motifl, the feathered serpent, prevails
throughout thelr esthetic world. In their painting,
ceranice, sculpture, and architecture, it holds the
commanding place. I can see in it no othsr sipgnililcance
than that of a mizshty, alle-prevading, spirit being.

The belng plctured as a {lying serpent was the
most potent and most widespread of all conceptlons of
deity of the 4ndian race. Union of ths major powers of
earth, symbolized by the serpent, and sky, symbolized
by the bird, it prevailed among all the higher cultures
of ancisnt Amerilca. Awanyu of the Fueblos, the serpent
that lives in the sky; Juetzalceratl of the Toltecs and
Aztecs....Kukulcan of the Yucatecans...are identical
conceptions beyond question. The feathered serpent runs
as the dominani motll through all Fueblo, Toltec, Aztec,
and d“aya art.e

¥avyan Culture

Due to the loss and destruction of many of the ancient
Paya records, not a great deal 1s known of the 1ifs and
religlon of this anclent race during the heizht of ite zglory.
Undoubledly, many alterastionsg had been made in their culture
by the time the Spanish reached the shores of Yucatan.

Prom the writings of the sarly Spanish authorities, a
rather detalled account of thelr 1life and relislon may be
obtained, but it is a picture of a people lon; dominated by

other tribes, who had super-imposed thelir religion on that

3

27£ﬁ¢ar Lee Hewett, Ancient Life in Mexico and Central
America, pnp. 281-2.




of theilr subjscis., Little evidence was left of the old ¥aya
religion. 7

father Diego de landa is probably the best early
authority on the Hayss and thelr religlon as discovered by
the conquerors. 5Slshop Landa arrived in Yucatan soon after
the Spanish conguest and became a friend of the deposed king,
Cocom of Sotuba, This second bishop of Yucatan is considered
the most truthful of the old Spanlish chroniclers, because he
- did not hesltate to criticize the harsh treatment the natlves
recelved at the hands of thelr conguerors., His relizlous
zeal, howsver, led him to direct the destruction of nesrly
all the ancient records of the Nayas, DBefore assigning then
to & bonfire, the bishop svailed himself of the chronicles
to furnish information for hils valuable history of events
preceding and Pollowing the conquest of the Zaya tribes,
Despite Landa's effort to destroy all of the ancient Maya
books, three were later found in Euraps;

ThaAﬁri&sthaoé was perhaps the most influentlal class
in the Maya social structure. There is no indiecation of
conflict between the nobllity and priesthood, which 1is
probably explained by the close relatlonship of these two
groups. The hirhest religlous offices were hereditary, the
pri@até teaching thelr own sons and such sons of the nobllity
as were inclined bowsrd that »rofession.

The high prisst, called the Ahaucsn (the Lord Serpent),

was held in high esteem. He was considsred the center of
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learning and acted as adviser to the lords. Such high priests
appointed the priests for the various towns, examining them
to be sure they were versed in the sclences and ceremonies,
and iving them instructions repsrding their duties of office.

The selences of the Mavas Included computation of the
years, months, and days, lestivals, ceremonles, administration
of sacrements, fateful days of the seasons, thelr methods of
divination and thelr prophecies, cures for sickness, history
of events, and reading and writing in hieroglyphics and
drawing&.za

Another c¢lass of priests werse Chilanes or diviners.
These officlals gave the replles of the gods to the people,
and wers held in such high regard that they were carried
about on the shouldsrs of the psople.

Those priests who acted as executloners in the sacrie-
ficial ceremonlies were called Hacoms. Such persong were
elected for life, and were held in low esteem by the people
beceuse of the nature of thelr job.

Slavery existed among the ¥ayas at the time of the con-
quest. DBilshop Landa says 1t was introduced late in the New
Empire era. Captive figures do appear, however, on monuments
of the 01d Empire ers.

In New Fmpire times there were five different ways of

becomlng: a slave. 'They were: (1) being born as one, which

28uorley, ops clt., p. 171,
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seldom happened, (2) being made one as & punishment for stesl-
ing, (3) having becoms a prisoner of war, (4) being an orphan,
(5) being sold into slavery.<9

According to Maya belief, the following were sxpected to
live in the Haya Faradiee after death: suicides by hanging,
warriors killed in battle, people who were sacrificed, women
who died in childbirth, and prieats‘go

Hearly all important religious ceramonies began with
fasts.. Thls was mandatory with the priests and their assiste
ants. The matter sesms to have been optional with sll others.
. “reyers were another lmportant Vaya ritual, aanwﬁs blooflletting
and scarifieatlon. Elood drawn in this manner was sorinkled
on the ldols. Burning of an inecense, pom, made from the

copal tree, was common. Dancing was snother relizious

ohaervance.,

Practice of Human Sacrifice

?h&re ig no doubt that the practice of human sacrifice
was wall developed among the layas by the time the Spanlards
reached thelr soil, Just when this practice became a part
of thelr religion 1z not known. Many believe it was intro-
duced by the Mexicans and did not exist at all or else existed

sparingly during the Zolden Age of Fays culture, which period

R9rbid., p. 177.
30rp14,, p. 221.
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rapresented the true Haya r@ligian.31 Others believe this
theory 1s not sub sstantiated, 2 According to Popol Vuh, the
sacred book of the anclent Zuiche iaya, as 1t has been recently
interproted, human sacrifice was introduced among them as the
result of a revolution during the reizn of one King Cotuha.
rrevious to this uprising, the kingdom is described as peacew
ful and of a limited grandeur. A nelighboring kingdom made
‘war upon his kingdom, Izbayul. After winning the war, King
Cotuha ordered many war prisoners to be sacrificed to his gzod
as punishment for their sins, while othsrs were made siava&,35
This book does not indicate the date or even period of this
king's reign,

Wissler interprets the practice of human sacrifice among
all the higher Indian culbures as an "exceptional element in
a larger complex,” pointing to the fact that there were daily
rounds of sacriflces calling for animals, birds, fruits, and
inanlmate objacta.ﬁé

Spence belleves the lMayas accepted the bloody custom

only in a limited form,.

5lﬁswett,,gg. cit., pe 74, and lorley, cp, cit., p. 211,
quoting Antonlc de Herrera, ﬁistoria general de los hechos
de los castellanos dn las islas, tierra firma del mar 0céano,
Vol, and pe. e not given.

£

Szxenneth (o Grubb, Heligzion in Central America, p. 4.

Stopol Vi == The Sacred ﬁcek of the Anclent Juiche
a 29 English version by ﬁalia Toetz and Sylvanus &. Moriey,
13,

54

Clark Wissler, The Amerlcan Indisn, p. 195,
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I we do not find human sacrifice among the Hayas

so rampant as In Mexlico it is simply because the practice

in the southern sphere remained, as in early Nexlco, on

a lesser scale owing to the none-adoption by the Nayas

of the awful coneclusion arrived at by the Azbtecs that

the more_hlood shed the more rain would be likely to

descand.

Spence also says that there is evidence that the dayas
had a substitute for human saérifﬁca. Instead of humans,
1ittle distorted dwarfls faﬁhi%neé from cakes of %ﬁize paste
were offered. This custom seems to have been meneral and to
a great extent supplanted human sacrifice. The Mayas also
practiced blood letting rather extensively. Such ideas of
substitution would seem to indicaste a higher degree of
civilized thought than was evlidenced among the Azﬁecs.56

Gaspar Antonio Chi was a Maya who supplied Diegzo de Landa
with much Information for the latter's Rslacion. e tween
1579 and 1881 Chl dictated some accounbts which have been
labeled "Historical Recollections™ and which are presented
in a book by M. Wells Jakeman.

According to the accounts of this native, the original
founders of Chichen ltza were very simple in their worship
and had no idoles or sacrifices,

The anclents say...that anclently, for nesrly 800
years, they did not worship idols in this land. And

after the lexicans entered it and took posession of 1%,

a captain who was called Tuetzalcoatl in the Mexilcan
lansuage, which menas,....'Peathsred Serpent',...es

SBLewis Ipence, The dythe of Hexico and Peru, p. 230.

56 1r4a.



introduced idolatry into thile land and the use of idols
for sods,

For a thousand years they did not worship idols,
because the lords of Chichen Itza and thelr subjects
wished 1t to be saild that thev were not idolaters,

It 18 said that the [irst set®lers of Chichen Itza
were not idolaters untll Kukulecan, a Mexican mapggin,
entered these parts, who taught (them) idolatry.

Chi admits that the ¥ayas did become idolaters after
this time, but he insists that even then the Yayas orfered
human sacrificss only rarely. He declares that at the time of
the conquest the nablves did not eat human flaah.ﬁg This last
faet 1s repudiated in later works, based on Landals writingﬁ.ag
#Willard has the following to say about the anclent
religlon of the Mayas:

In the very ancient days, when there were no idols
and the Itzaes worshlnped one zod, they were very devout
in the ceremony of burning Incense to thelir deity.

Even travelers on the rosd carried incense with them

and a little plate on which to burn 1it. Eagh night they

burned a little Iincense wiile they prayedﬁé

Several writers make reference to the pesceful counte
enance of kaya sculpture of the 0ld Empire as compared with
those of Mexlco. The 0ld Empire era of the Mayas dated from

317 A.D. bo 987 A.D.41 This represents the Golden Are of

57@. Wiells Jakeman, The Origins and Mistory of the layes,
De 54 ;

381p1d., p. 101.

T————

$%111ard, op. clt., De 7C.

4Orp14,, p. 154,

élmorlay, Ope clts, pe 35,
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the ¥ayan Emplre. There are only two examples of human
sacrifice known in the sculpture of this period and both of
these are from Piedras degras.

Of the eight representations of human sacrifice
now known anywhere In the Maya ares, four occur at
Chichen Itza: two in frescoes in the Temple of the
Jaguars, one in a fresco in the Temple of the Warriors,
and the Tourth on a ;old disk {rom the Well of Sacrifice.
Pwo others are from the hisrozlyphic manuscripts: the
‘odex Dresdensis, and the Codex Tro-Cortesianus, both
also dating from the New Hmpire. And the other two....
are {ound on 01% “mpire monuments...., both at
Piedras llegras, 2
411 this, plue the lofty and calm aspect of Ligures In

early Fayan sculpture, would geem to indicakte an august and
stately falth which was debased by the wulgar prsctices of
tne kexlican invaders in the tenth century.

Further substantiation of this theory sppeared in 1929.
4t that time a stone bterrace was excavated in Chichen Itza.
The entire surface of the walls of the terrace was covered
with carved skulls. There were over 2,000 skulls, no two
baing allke. The wall is a cloge imitation of many such
gstructures Tound in Aztec cities of Mexico. This particular
strueture was evidently erected during or shortly alter the
reirn of Kukulcan. It served as a place Tor human sacrifice,
evidenced by the many numan bones which were also excavabed,

An interesting difference in this and the ones found
in texico and described by early Spanish historlans, is that

the ones in Mexico wers decorated wlth achtunl human skulls,

each set above the other on poles and tled tozether, The

ézlbid., De 2124
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carved walls in Chichen Itza show an imitabtlion of such poles,
connecting the skulls in a vertical line. The reaszon for

the usa of actual skulls in the [irst cases and, of carved

oneg in the eecond, would seem to be explained by the fact

that there were not enoush skulls to be used for this purmnose
wien the siructure was bullt in Chichen Itza, because the
Itzaes had not practiced human sacrifice until it was Intro-
duced by or about the btime of Kukulecan. This serves as further
confirmaetion that there was a radical chance in the Itza-laya
relision eround 1027 A.D., at which time the Hayas wers

conguered by the Toltecs,*d

1

43 yillard, op. clt., pp. 261-5,



HAPTER IXIX
THE AZTECEZ OF WEXICO

A Brief History

Their Wanderings and "inal Sebttlement

The Aztecs wers a nomad tribe of doubtful origin but were
probably of Hahua bloods They wandered over the Mexican
plateau for generations, inally settling In the marshlands
around the Lake of Tezcuco. The word Azteca means ”gggaw
people", which name was glven to this tribe after it began to
dwell in this marshy rezion.l

Elther mythlcal or real, Aztlan iz the name given the
orizinal homeland of the Aztecs. DSupposedly this nation
exlsted somewhere to the nﬁrﬁh, poseibly 1t was an island in
the Gulf of Californie. .

The hieréglyyhzc record of the wanderings of the Aztecs
is a conflicting one. It ig possible that the recorcs describe
two separate journsys, one naving been made alter turniné back
frou the first. Diasregarding the confused detalls of “their
trel, it is possible to trace their travels to the country of
the Chichimec king, Xolotl, where they settled for a time.
They were later driven from this temporary home and took refuge

among the Colhuas at Chapultepec, whose slaves they became.

R33N SECEE B S 1
LS s g s e
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lapence, op. cit., p. 27.
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Torced to ald thelr masters wa. e war against the neligh-
boring Xochimilcos, the Aztecs fought valiantly with the hope
thet they might by s8¢ doing be rewarded with thelr freedom, .
Evidence of their bravery and astubteness in batile, however,
resulted only in more ssvere treatment. They fiﬁally‘regainedz
thair libarty by hcrrifying tmeir maatars by the practice on )
a large scale of hnman saarifice, for whieh they were &rivan \
Sut,‘,

. These tribes, later referred to as the Aztecs, then
settled near lakes Tezcuco, Xochimileo, Chalco, and Xaltocan.
It was at this time that one of their chiefs signted in the
midst of a lake an islanﬁ,on which a cactus grew out of a

rock. Ferched on the cactus was an esgle ﬁmlwinw a sna&e in

e 3 St

its beak. This fulfilled one of their relizious. pr&dictianﬁ,

o gt

so_tnls spot was chosen as the site for the city of

i@nochtitl&n {stone and G&Etuﬁ}, which was founded Iin 1328,

SN S5 g

and which 1ater bacama kﬂawn a8 ﬁexico &itg. 2

S

R U SR SO

_@gging their w&aﬁeyig§§ the Aztecs had carried an idol
of thelr patron gaé,jé?itg%}%gggg§}i¢i‘In establishing thelr
new residence, their flrst structure was 2 cruds temple built
to house this idol. A hunting expedition was dispatched to
hrimg a wild animﬁl to be sacrificed to th@ gad. Insteaﬁ cf

an animal, th@v returned with a ﬁolhuan wnaw th@y haﬁ f@und

e i A

e e g s

in the forest. The pri@st sacrificed the capbive by tearing

2Blart, op. cit., pp. 53=7.
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out his heart. Blart refers to this as the beginnlng of the

practice of sscrificing war captivas.s'

Bullding of the Aztec Empire

Puring the thirty years' rule of Acamapictli, first
sovereiyn of the Aztecs, the number of hils subjects multi-
plied greatly. e was, howsever, a feudatory of Tezozomoc,
king of the Tepanecs and had to assist them in waglng wars.4i

Auitzilihuitl (feather of the humming bird), son of
Acamapletll, was chosen by the Aztec nobles to succeed his
father on the throne. He marrled a déughter of King Tezogomoc,
and go successively waged ware for his father-in-lasw, and
formed so meny valuable political alliances with various
chiefs of the valley thaet he added greatly to the prestize
of his people.

His brother, Quimalpopoca (smoking shield), wss chosen
to succeed him. His rule ended in personsl disaster when he
hanged himself after being taken prisoner by his enenmy,
Kaxatla.

Itzacoatl (serpent of stone), half-brother of the ill-fated
Quimalpopoca, was the Aztecs' choice for his successor as
their ruler., He determined to conguer the city of Azcapozalco
and allied himself with the celebrated Alcolhuan prince,

Hezahualcoyotl., Alded by this ally and his brothers,

SIbide, Dps 5T=l.
41p1a., p. 69.
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Itzacoatl was able to free hls people from subjugation, This
battle took place in 1428.°

Ttzacoatl dled in 1440 at a very advanced age. Ie had
served as king for only thirteen years but had served his
country as a general for thirty years prior to his rsign.
Besides freeing the Aztecs from serviiude, he made many
important conquests, re-sstablished the descendantes of the
ancient Chichimec kings on the throne of thelr anceatoré,
added to the wealth of his country by the epolls of tlose he
conguered, and made many valuable alliasnces, He wes considerad
a wise and a great ruler and directed the sddition of wmany
edifices in the city. Fogmyggggma ‘hlstory dpeg‘patmreveal,
this king wished to erase the past from the memory of his
people, and to accomplish this he had many records and
paintings destroyed.

Itzacoatl's successor was his nephew, Moteuczoma
Ilhuicamina (he who throws arrows towards the sky). It was
customary for the king to capture the prisonere to be
sgpf?ﬁ}gﬁéwgt his caranation. Moteuczoma, already a great
soldier, set out to do battle with the inhabitants of Chalco
for this purpose. He W&S&uccemful and his reign was a
suaceasisn of military triumphs. He subjurated the enitire
valley of Anahuac to hile laws. Followin.: the advice of

Negahualcoyotl, he aanstruqﬁa@va dike nine ‘miles long, whieh

8till exists, and Iis known as the Albarreda ?iaja.

R ———

'S»xmci.‘ Ppe T3=4.
©1p1d., pp. 75-7.
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During Moteuczoma's rule the kingdom suffered from a
perlod of droughts, severe [rosis, and & blg snow, which was
an unknown phenomenon af that time. Desplte the fact that he
apent much time soldiering, he did not neglect his civil
government, but made many laws which the enlargement of his
smpire necessitated. e erected a magnificient temple to the
war god, and was responsibvle for increasing the number of

. - B s e bt e o
Soennacies 2 « r it e

human sacrifices. Although his laws against drunkenness were
gevere, his subjects worshipped him for hig Justice. His
death occurred in 1469.

Axayacatl {the fly) was sixth king of Mexico and a very
severs ruler. He was succeeded by his brother, Tizoc (the
leg covered with wounds) in 1481, Tizoc dled in 1486, having
been poisoned by two of his feudatory magnates.

Ahuitzotl (the otter) followed his brother on the throns.
He was a courageous ruler and was responsible for the con=
struction of many magnificlent buildings. He was consbantly
at war and his conguests expanded the MHexican empirs to about
the limits 1t had reached at the tlime of the Spanish conqguest,.
In 1492 he decided to bring water into the lake around the
capital city by eonstructing a canal, When a rainy year
followed years of drought, the c¢lty was lnundated. Ahultzotl
was injured when he struck nhls head sxainst a door in fleelng
from the {looding waters. He died in 1502 from the effects

of this injury.
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After his death the throne passed to hls nephew,
Koteuczoma to whose name was added Xoyocotzin (the he young ar)
to dlstinguish him from the first ruler of that nate.

T™is was the ruler who wes on the throne when Cortez arrived.
His name usually appesrs as Montezuma.

This ruler scems to have passed as a god after his
corconation. I8 introduced & series of very elaborate cere=
monies, an@wgggg§g§§é_all nobles except thasgmgya%‘his own
ca%ﬁﬁ. ﬁaMiggggmigwgggggmggﬁgéy, and his subjects were not
allowed to look him in the face. Jie had a Tervent geal for
religlon and faithfully observed the established rites and
cérég&nies. His hatred of idlensss was illustrated by his
Agﬁtampﬁs to keep his subjects always busy, Although he was
hated for his prlde, despotism, heavy tributes exacted, and

e S i ¢ L

s@verity at Qunishiﬂ& the sm&lle%t fault; he navertﬁeleas

attached his subjects to him by amply rewarding those who
served him, and aiding the unfortunate B

Hontezuma was preparing for war with the republic Gf
Tlaxcala whan Gartaz made his appearance. The Zpanlard made
’;;M;ill&neﬁ wftﬂ th@ﬂﬁ anamiaé of the Aztecs and with their
aid conquered thelr ciiy. %ontezuma was takﬁn §riscner and

b, e e

dled Juneﬂ&?i‘lﬁgﬁ, as the result of & blow from a stone.

7Ibid., D« 53.
8ipid., p. 96,



His brother, Cultlahmatzin, was chosen to succseed hin.
He was brave and immediately prepared to repair the forti-
fleations of the city apainst the Spanierds, who had bsen
driven out. He died of small pox, which dlisease was brought
to Mexico by a negro member of Cortez's party.

Cusuhtemotgin (descending eazle) was the eleventh and
last king of Hexico. He waz nmade prisoner by the Spaniards
and tortured to secure Information as to the hiding place of
the royal treasures. He was later accused of conspiracy and

hanged on orders of i‘?@rtez.g

Origin of Human Sescriflce Among the Aztecs
It is 4ifficult to ascertalin jJust when and how the
Aztecs began the practice of human sacrifice., Bilart refers
to the custom as belng already developed when they were still
slaves of the Colhuas. UNrs,., Hubttall, in her extensive study,
attempts to trace the origln of the practice by using

Ixtlilrochiitl'e Historia Chichimeca, Chapter VI, and

Bishop Landa's Relaciones, p. 335. According to these early

writers, the Chlchimec neighbors of the Aztecs had the
custom of taking the firszt animal killled in a hunting expe-
dition and sprinkling its blood on the mround, then tiliing
the earth, and olfering the animal as a sacrifice to the sun.

¥re. NHuttall belleves the Aztecs developed this custom into

- 9Ivid., p. 101.
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a ceremony involving the sacrifice of human beings rather

than of animals‘lc

The Codex Ramirex gives the followlng account of the
beginning of human sacrifices:

The people in disobedlence to the god
Fultzilipochtli, undertook to settle permanently in a
certain place. Their 1dol waxed angry seeing this and
sald to the priest, fuheo are these who thus wish to
transgress and put obstacles in the way of my orders
and aomwan&a? Are they greater than I? Tell them I
will take vengeance upon them before tomorrow for it is
not Tfor them to give advice about matters which are for
me to determine. Let them know that all they have to
do is to obey."

Having said this, those who saw assert that the
1dol looked so ugly and frightful that they were all
terrified. On that wvery night, it 1sasid, when every-

thing was gulet, a loud nolse was heard In that part

of the camp, and when the people rushed there in the
morning they found that all thoss who spoke in lavor
of r@maining in the place were dead, with thelir breasts
torn open and thelr hearts torn out. In this way they
were taught that most cruel of sacrifices, a custom
they always practiced alter that, which consisted In
cutting open a man's breast in ﬁrdsr to tear out the
heart and oifer it to the i?als, for they claimed that
thelr god ate only hearts.

About the only conclusion that can be drawn from these
conflicting explanations is that human sacrifice was Intro-
duced among the Agtecs a some time during their wanderings,

bafore they established thelir Empire.

10yuttall, op. cit., p. 65.

1lvcodex Ramiwz" s, In Paul Radin, Sources and Authenticity
of the History of the Ancient Lericans, pp. [o=4, quoted 1
Charles . Braden, Religious Aspects of the Conquest of
Fexlco, P 44.
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Aztec Religlon and ¥ythology

Cosmogonic ¥Myths

The cosmogonic myths of Hexico are characterized by
multiple creations, The Aztecs believed in five suns, each
representing a world epoch. MNore emphasis 1s placed on
destruction than on creation. The first sun was destroyed by
a jaguar who devoured it, leaving the earth in darkness, The
inhabitants of the earth were eaten by more jaguars. A4 second
sun was destroyed by a hurricane, and the third, by rain or
fire., The fourth sun perished as the result of a flood. One
pair of humans seems to have survived each destructlon and
from them the world was repopulated. The {ifth and prevalling
sun was belleved to be doomed to destruction by an earthe
qu&keplg

Like that of the lMayas, the religion of the Aztecs was
a polythelsnm in which a delty was designated [for eacih ol the
powers of nature and the various activitles of :men. ‘lhatsver
wag poweriul, beaubtiiul or insexplicable was dellled, Includ=-
ing the Sun, Hoon, Jasuar, and Serpent. They also believed
in an Karth hother and a Sky rather. This belief 1s illus-
trnted on pace 62 of the "Borglan Codex', on which is ound
a “roun on a backoround of water, This group repressnts the

Forth Vother.

12 spinden, op. cit., p. 233.
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eeselying on a band of lizardeskin, with two malze
plants issuing from her body and growinz into a large
two-branched tree, in the centrs of which 1s a flint
knife or teepatl., A bird stands on its summit and its
branches terminate in maize plants. Its growth 1s beling
furthered by the two strsams of blood which proceed
from two human Tigures, standing at each side of the
tree, Une ls painted black and evlidently represents
the Lord of the Below; the other 1s palnted blue-gresn
and represents the Lord of the Above. 7The blood
sacrifice they are jolntly cffazgng ig that...performed
in order to obtailn garminational
e religlion of the Aztecs has been consldered barbaric
by many., Unfortunately, no contemporary layman's description
of the religion is available. OSuch an account would bhe very
valuable for it would undoubtedly paint the religlon in a
better light than did the Spanish writers. Also, their
descriptlion would probably reveal that many of the names
siven by Spanish chroniclers as those of distinet sods were
merely variant names of a lew important deities. As 1%t is,

most writers list the Aztec zods In the hundreds.

Possible Approach to lonothelsm
Some have ventured the heliefl that toward the period
of the Spanlsh occupatlion, the kexican priesthn~d was
advancing toward the idea of one supreme god.l% There is
zood reason to bellsve that there was some inclination among
the greatsr minds of the Aztecs toward the concept o2 a
suprarie ‘od. This conclusion was possibly reached by

Hezahualcoyotl, prince of Tezcuco, whose story is told by

1349uttall, op. cit., pp. 98-9.

légpence, op._cit., p. B4
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Ixtlilxochitl, an early Indian writer who had himselfl become
) Cﬁrisﬁiam. The suthor has given»auch a detalled descrip-
‘tiorn of this story that it is difficult to accept 1t as
completely authentic.

The story lsg that when “Yegahuslcoyotl's pravers and
saéiifieee to the various gods failed to brin; him victory on
the battlefield or a son born of his wife, he declared that
there must be a yreater and alle-powerful sod. 'laving come to
this conclusion, he Tastsd and olfered lowers to this
Unknown ‘iode After “asting forty dayvs, a messencer came,
bringin. news ol a millitary victory and the birth of a sone.
Te vrince then bullt a temple to the Unknown tod, Cause of
Caurnose. un0 1logpe was allowed in the temple and no seerifices
of blood were allowod L

Following this experience, Nezahualcoyotl spent hils
remalning days studying astronomy and medltating on his
immortal destiny. Several hymns written by him have been
preserved, e dled about 1470,16

Another early writer, Clavizero, says the Wexilcuns had

an imperfect idea of an absolute, supreme helng who was

invisible and who was referred to as Taatl.lv Teotl is

150bras Historicas de Ixtlilxochitl, I, pp. 247-8 and
II, ppe 224-6, cited in braden, Op. Cil., PPe 22«4,

18y41112am He frescott, History of the Conquest of
Vexico, II, p. 196.

177, X. Clavigero, Antient Histoéy'gﬁ Mexico, II, pe 2,
cited in Braden, 0Op. cit., p. 21.
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elsewhere roferred to as a suprems god to which no idols
were maﬁe.la

If the iden or practice of monotheliasm had besn reached
by the greater thinkers, 1t seems evident that no effort had
been made to change the religious system of the masses who
continued to worship numerous gods,

Brinton refers to the fact that both in Peru and ¥exico
the old relizion and numerous gods were not abandoned for the
purer religion, which secems to have beyun Lo be practiced in
the upper 1evels.19

Braden supports the latter theory when he states:

veein & civilization developed to such a degree

a8 that of Mexilco, religion will be found expressing

itsell in widely diverse rorms, according to the classes

of the population. Care must therefore be exercised

not to attribute to the masses the relatlvely exalted

religious conceptions which.wggs here and there to be

found in the Hexlcan records,
Four Principal Gods

0f the numerous gods worshipped by the masses ol the
Aztec people, thera were thirteen which might be considered
as nrincipal pods. Pesldes Teotl, four of these ssem to

overshadow the rest. They were Tlaloc, Tezcatlipoca
. , 4 g tEalaa - ]

fuetzaleoatl, and Hultzilopochtli.

18ﬁanayman, Ope clt., p. 63,

19 . . . .
Danlel G. Zrinton, Mythe of the llew World, pp. 74-5.

2Ograden, Ope cit., p. 21.
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?laloc, often referrsd to in the plural, was "Naster of

raradise’. nis was a Toltoc oo Lorrowed by L Aztecs.
Children were sacrificed to this sod, who supposedly ruled

the dweiling place of the sun. _As the ;od of rain, Tlaloc

was especially important to the arriculturists of lexico.
rezcatlipoca, whose name means "Shlning” or "Suoking
irror," is described as invisible ancd a troveler ol tho sky,

sartii, and underwvorld, e suwnpo

Caas

discord. As sole ruler of the world, he controlled the

destiny of men. It was believed that he conegisbed ol thin

gir and deprlness, and woe vielble onl; as a sheoow wlthout
subntance. @ wos strong and etornally youtiual.  wne of
wig Hitles, hoalll euscabli, swunlt bthe "iigot IndU Erinton
relers to this god as a personification of ﬁarkness.ZI
sore priests vere cedicated to the sorvice of-this god
than any other. Worship ol hilm secms to have boecone uni-
versal by the time of thie Conguost. Spence belloves he was

22

4

bhe only [0d wniose woreiil

wowas nendatory.
duetzaleoatl was a delty worohilooed all over middle

rra

Arorica. s name means "uetzal snake " ~e Cesnthors of

the nuetzal bird werc pPrizoed all over ancient Lexico for

thelr rarity and preat beauty. 'Mmiles is illustrated by the

Snen that this

";
=
O
e

wae sed to donote anybthilns precious.

Ps

21§rint0n, Amerlcan idero Myths, op. cit., p. 71,
22 :'s

spence, Op. clt., p. 67,



' Primarily, Juetralcoatl was the wind nod, One of his.

Fitles, therefore, was Fecatl, *the ’ztec nase Tor wind, IHis

Ler len were alwavs round, presumabler to offer 1@&*@ regsigt-

*
~ AR S 8 P S, s SO

ancce Lo the wind,

Tuetzelcoatl has been referred to as one of the Aztec

gode of forei:n ori in. Tile ol saems bto have been inbtro-

Py
4

duced amon,, them long before thev raiged thoir banner of war,

3

anc was tne lon.-nogac od of the Lawvas, introduced under the

patrong, ¢ or that poweriul ‘oltec ruler, ‘uotzalcoatl,

N 1"
irescott sayo bnau irultes arng flowers of the se.son.were.

. ! . 23
ingluced In the o 1

TR A iisbeial SRR A &

erin s Yo Tiilg [ 0Us
“he ereation inytns lound among the Aztecs at the time

of tue congyuest diilered  reatly., kvidently they varied

according to eacn localitye. UYwo ol their gods, Wezcatlipoca

and Quetzalcoatl, [ipure in nearly all of thesze mythe.

These myths draw a conlused pnicture of conflict betwesn these

two cods. In many of these legends, Justzalcoetl and

fezeatlipcoen aurear ag two of [our brothers, ancother of which

iﬁtﬂuitzilbyachtli. There seem to have been two by the name

Ead

oif Tezcatlipoca which merge In the story. According to these
myths, the creation of the world and its inhabitants resulted
in an episode of destruction and recrsation of the ﬁmiverse
carried out by these two divine Lrothoers.

Othor mythes give Juetzalcoatl the major role in the

creation, suen asg the Tollowing:

©3prescott, op. cit., III, p. 5.
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The world was created by Tonacatecutlil and
Tonacaecluatl, who placed a great dragon-like monster
in the prime l waters. The back of the monster, which
was called Cipaetll, the name of the first day sign,
formed the earth. After a number of the more important
gods had been created, Tonacescluatl gave birth to a
£1lint knife, which was immediately thrown to earth. As
soon as it touched earth 1600 gods sprang forth. After
deliberation these declded that they would creaste man,
iney asked permission of their mother, Tonacacliuatl,
who told them to apply to Hictlantecutlli, the lord of
the underworld. <uetzalcoatl, or according to one
version, Xolotl, the dog~headed god, wae sent. He
managed to get bones from Mictlantecutli but on hurrying
back, he dropped them., Thereupon Cluacoatl, an earth
woddess, crushed the bones, making the first palr of
humans from the powder. In the other verslon, Xolotl
obteined a very large bone, which was placed in a vesssl,
All the gods drew blood from thelr bodies, and this was
poured on the bone, On the fourth day a young man
emersed from the Yessel, and at the end of a further
four days, a young woman also emar&aﬁ. The world was
neopled by their descendants,:

ine gods then set about creating a sun. One of the rods
volunteered to cast himself into a fire which he must do to
become the sun. After a number of davs, he arose in the east
as the sun. This sun remained in the sky and its rays so
burned the other gods that thev declded to comrit suilcide.
Suetzalcoetl, the wind god, slew the cods, then exerted hie
strength over the winds and wmoved the sun across the aky.gs

Another version, which aleo presents Guetzalcoatl as one
of the orlginal croator sods, says he was miraculously conw
ceived by his mother coming Into contact with a jade stone.

Aecording to this version, his wmother was sald to have been

Cdupic I, Thompson, Kexico Zefore Cortez, pe 197

251bid., pp. 163-4.
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Chalchiluitlicue, the water-zoddess, who waeg also wife of
the chief Tlaloc.Z26

Hg%ﬁ;%lgpogpgli, the god of war, was the god most
venerated in ¥exico City (Tenochtitlan), It was the 1idol
representing thie god that the kexicans carried during their
wanderings, and supposedly, under his directlion the site was
chosen for their capital city. The bloodiest sacrifices were
made to him and the highest temples were his. Although some
attribute a human originm to him, there are also mythical
stories of him.

Tn these storiss he often appears as the brother of
Tazcatlipoca and Zuetzalcoatl. Another myth represents him
as born of Coatlycue, the mother of certain Indlans called
Centzonvitznaoa. When sweeplin: one day, a ball of Teathers
fell close by. 8She placed 1t In her bosom and {inisghed
sweeping. When she started to rewmove the ball, it was gone,
and she later discovered that she had conceived a son. Her
other sons were very angry and started to kill her, but the
baby, Hultzilopocntli, sprang full born to life with bow and

arrows in his hands with which he slew the broth@rs.zv

quetzalcoatl, the Culture ilero
nuetzalcoatl i also represented as a culture hero of

the Azptecs. It 18 interesting to note that the culture

261bid., pp. 159-60.

2%Braﬁen, 2pe cibe, p.o 43
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heroves of all Mexico and Central America coincide with that
of Zuetzalcoatl, although they go by different names acecording
to nationallby.

Acecording to Aztec legend, Quetzalecoatl was ruler and
hizh priest of Tollan (Tulan) where his rule was considered
the golden age of ths kingdam, He was continually harassed
by his jealous rival, Tezcatlipoca, a clever and powerful
magiclan., The latter finally suceceeded in forcing
wuetzalcoatl to leave the city of Tollan, The departing
ruler traveled sadly through the country until he reached
the sea shore. JSome sgay he salled eastward on & ralt made of
serpents, whille others say he disappeared Into the sky. 41l
agres, however, that he promlised to reburn iﬂ the year
Ce Acatl, "one reed", which was one of the fifty-two years
Torming the cycle of the FHexican calendar.

Althouph the Quetzalcoatl culture-hero mybths differ,
most of them agree on hls departure and his promise to return.
ihis part of the legends paved the way for the coming of the
Spaniarde. DBy coincidence, the year 151¢ was the year Ce Acatl,
the year of the Aztec calendar in which 3Juetzalcoasl's return -
was expected. This marked the arrival of Hernando Cortez in
Mexlico.

When Montezuma heard of the arrival of some white men,
he thought them to be those who were to come according to
this anclent tradition to take over the rule of the country.

Fost of these legends represent Juetzalcoatl as being of a
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fair complexion with flowing beard and hair, ¥ontezuma,
therelore, sent a complete outfit of the paraphernalia of
Juetzalcoatl to be presented to the white chiefl, This
occurred aiter he heard of ths arrival of Grijalva. The
clothes reached the coast after Grijalva had departed. Later
when Cortes arrived at San Juan, a chief came aboard his ship
and dresesed Cortes with some amount of ceremony, in the
regalia of Qnatzalcc&tl.za
Therefore, the lezend of JQuetzalcoatl proved very
valuable to the Spanlards. They could well alTord to be
grateful to this lerendary character, whose promise of return

made their conquest comparatively easy.

HJuman Sacrifice Among the Aztecs

The Aztee Attitude

Although there is a great deasl of difference in the
descriptions of human sacriflice, many undoubtedly exaggerated
by the writers who had a natural horror of the idea, there
seems. no doubt that the Aztecs were amon;; the cost cruel of
those people.who exercised this practice.

It is difficult to get an accurate ldea of the number of
human sacrifices made during a year. The Spanish writers

probably would have overestimated the number, while some

writers favorable to the Indlans could be expescted to

gaJuan de Grijelva, The Discovery of New Spaln In 18518,
P. 35.
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underestimate. For example, Las Casas suggests that only
about Fifty to one hundred were =zacrificed In a year, while
Zunarrace and Acosta report that the numbers ran far into
the thausands.zg
The majority of tie sacrificial victime were war

captives or slaves., Children were also sacrificed, usually
by drowning or beln; shub up in caves Lo perlsnh Irom hunger
or fright. Women were also sacrillced Ho the poddessess
Sometlmes criminals were made the viectims, but it was most
frequ@mtiy the captive who was offered to the sods. Somee-
times the victims wers jiven an Intoxicating drink, walch

made them appear to ;o gladly tq’thgiyﬂdgaﬁﬁ,so

sany writers have theorized on this practlice among the
Aztecs, and the comments of some are worthy of note. One of
the best of the early Spanlsh writers was Fray Bernardino de
Sansgun. Closely related to the practice of 'wman sacrifice
are the Aztec idess concerning life alfter death.. Summarized
by 3ahaun, they were:

«sethe souls of the dead went to three places;
one was the Inferno whers dwelt a devil called
tilctlantecutll and his wife Mictecacioatl. There went
the souls of those who died oif sickness, elther lords
or princes or humble people., A dog was sacrificed at
the burilal of such persons, for the Indlans believed
that the soul crossed the river into the infernoc on
the dog's back and that the dog served as a gulde.
Another place was the earthly paradise, s place of much
joy and peace wlthoult pain. There went those who were

ggﬁraﬁﬁn, oD. cibe, Ds 58,

50 Ihid,
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struck by lightning or drowned, or lepers, the gouty

and the dropsical, The other place was the region

where dwells the sun. Those killed in battle went there,
as did also captives who died In the power of thelr
enemies, those killed by sword, and those burned alive.
After four years these souls were sald to be transformed
into various kinds of bright-plumed b%{da, and so I"ly
about sucking honey from the flowers.

The Paradise of the Aztecs was reserved for heroes and
martyrs, and could be reached by good men only after a perlod
of probation. Suech a theory glorified war because of the
elluring award 1t orfeved.oc

Vontezuma made the following statement in regard to
human gsacrifice:

We have the right to take away the life of our
enemics, We could kill them in the heat of battle as
you do your enemies, What injustice l1s there In making
those gho are condemned to death, die in honor of our
zods 7o
[&]

Georze C. Valllant reminds the Christian world that the
1dea of sacrifice and matyrdom played a part in the Christian
religion, when he says, "The very beautiful example of the
Saviour transmutes to the highest spiritusl plane this idea
of sacrifice for the good of mumanity, o4

The Aztecs did not reach such a high plane in their

»,

thinkinz. They reasoned that for man to survive, the gods

31??&3 Bernardino de fahasun, A listory of Ancient
Mexlco, III, ap:s p. 260, cited in Trader, OD. Citae, DDe 59=60.

32Honeymen, op. clt., p. 60. ,

j§61avigggo, ops cit., ITI, p, 411, quoted in Fraden,
‘9.2‘20 C N ] pt »

géﬁaorge Cs Vaillant, Aztecs of Mexico, p. 205.




had to live and be strong. Thereflore, they offerad the sods
_asg Lo 2t D€ e ey 01iersc ods

%4
B

‘their most valuable posgsession, human 1life, Tp offer captives
gained from military success, the Aztecs wajed war In which
they needed the suppor! of thelr gods. Thus, continuss

vaillant, "sacrifice led to war and back to sacrifice, in an

unendin: serles of expanding cycles‘“Ss

Thompson sunmarizes the Aztec's reasoning on this matter
in the following msnner:

The aneclent Vexlcan was not an ideallist. He looked
on his gods as sndowed with the same mixture of frisnd-
liness and 111 will as hs saw around him, ?Q?chﬁs,
1like men, did not give somet':lng for nothing.

Hewett, while not apologizing for the Aztec's attitude
in this respect, takes a more sympatnetic view of the matter.

It must be pointed out that human sgacrilice was
practleced not at all by the northern sedentary Indians,
sparingly, if at all, ty the early Kaya-julche and
Toltecs. The Aztecs all but had a monopoly on thils
custom, and it nas not been proved that they practiced
it extensively in pre-Spanish times. Remewber too that
it was a religious custom of an Intenselv superstitious
people who reposed Ifanatlic Tailth in thelr gode. The
Spaniards came upon then suddenly, with ilncomprehensible
powers, They possessod unheard-of englnes of destruce
tion. They were beyond the human plane. “The genera-
timn of the Conquest saw Aztec dependence upon their
pods fanned Into a frenzy of supplication. ESacrifice
without stint or 1limii was conceived to be the thing
that would appease them. That time brought forth an
epldemic of uman sacrifice never before known in
America. It was a perfectly natural expression of

heilr terror of the new enemy, and their feeling that
only the pmods could save them, in the bhelief that these
demonlae belngzs must be appeased before they would
fuanetion again in thelr behalf, It 18 not a matter for

55‘1‘%‘3 ie,

BGThmmpsOﬁ, Op. cit,, p. 137,
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especial wonder that the Aztecs of the Conquest
generation lost thelr heads through terror, and tried
to get right by murdering a few thousand friendg and
foes alike for the satisfaction of their gods.S7

Canniballsm
Kﬁ qonnection wiﬁh their human macrifiaes, tha Aataca

\M#’« o

Mcfien EH@EF%?%? carmari&l cann}?g}is@L Valllant is of the
"opinion that this rite should not he considered a vice, since
it wes performed with the bellefl that the virtues of the
victim could be absorbed by those who consumed his £lesh,3°
Prescott concurs in this opinion.39
In some ceremonies, at least, 1t was the cuﬂtom to send
lthi@h of the victim to the king's table, whila the rest wae
cpokaé with maize.. Q@g”gq;spnvpegyonsible for having cap-
turgd‘ﬁhe vicetim gave a banquet to which his friends were
ig?ﬁtad~ Since the captlive he had so offered as a sécrifiae
;;Q held in a manner to be hls son, the host on such occaw
giong did not eat of hisg flesh, but rather he ate ol the

fleah of other victima.40

A Calendar of Religious Sacrifices
Althoush there wss some variation in the detalls of

sacrificial ceremonies, most of them followed a senerel

STiewett, op. elt., ppe 260-1.

aavaillant’ .?_EO aito’ pﬁ 206’

3%prescott, op. Git., I, pp. 57=8.

40%ubart He Banerof't, The vorks of lubert i. Dancroft,
Vol, I7, The lative Races, Civilized Nations, Ds 500
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pattern. The masters of the captives took them to the temple

and dracged them by_p%g ????M??Ntﬁﬁhﬁt???mﬁ9 the altar,
Sometbines thsyﬁfaimted in the ordeal, but in such a manner
they were taken to the stone of sacrifice, The victlin was
‘1aid asrggguthis on his backas ng prieste held his arms,
two, his lecs, and ons, his head, whila tnakp?iast>in‘chargqN
Lok g”shégp:stmne instrument, thrust it into the person's
bréa&ﬁ and tore out them&agr§f The st1ll palpltating heart
was offered to the god or code and the body was thrown head-
lon:» %gwm_p?g_steps.‘”?he owner tool 1t, cub it into pleces
and distributed 1t to be cooked and enten. Sometimes the
bé@y wos flayed and the skin worn by a young man who ﬁié*
p?rtad himgelf in mock warfare with others, dressed in
sﬁmilﬁr “arb. |

During all but a few of the elghteen months of the Aztec
calsndar, there was a festival calling for the sacrifice of
human belngs. \§w§£§§§ summary of thelr religlious calendar
and the rites it required éhbald suffice to show the imégi-
*gétian and fanaticism of the Aztec people.

I. Atlecoualco, the first month, was dedicated to Tlal oc
rain gods, and the waber goddess, Chalchimuitlicue. The
object of ceremonies during this month was to secure a plenti-
ful amount of rain. Larpe numbers of children were carried
to mountain tops, where the Tlalocs were supposed to reside,

There the children were sacriliced. IF the echildren cried a

great deal enroute up the mountains, whence they were carried
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on flower bedecked litters, a heavy rainfall could be
axpected.

During this same month, prisoners of war wers sacrificed
to the god, Xipe, one of the agricultural gods. This cere-
mony involved a meck combat in whlch the prisoners were given
wooden swords with which they fought warriors. They were
then sacrificed in the usual manner and their bodiesz eaten,.4l
Apparently referring to th:is ceremony, Praden sives s little
¢different version.

One of the forme of humen sacrifice wss the sladia-
torial. ®Within the temple enclosure there was g large
flat-clrcular stone, several feet in diameter, resen-
bling a mill stone. On top of this the victim was
tied with a chain long enough to allow him to move
about freely. He wag given a weapon and allowed to
defend himself against the attack of a Hexican warrior.
If he succeeded in defeating, one after the other,
seven opponents, he had redeewed his life. If he fell,
ne was carried dead or alive to the altar and the usual
sacrifice made.

It might be that the ceremony described by Thompson was
ong that took place in a different locality than the one
descrived by Eraden.

IT. Tlacaxipeuallztll, the second month, was dedicated
to Xipe. HMany prisoners were gacrificed during this month.

IXI. Tozoztontli, dedicated to Tlalocs and Coatlicue,

rain-zoddess and patroness of asriceunlture, involved a flower
o ] >

feast and the sacrificing of wmore children to the Tlalocs.

41Thompson, Ope cit., p. 176,

o
4“Eraden, Ope cit., p. 58.
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I¥, el Togoztll was a month honoring the maize god,
Centeotl. Bloodletting by plercing the ears was perlormed
during this month, bubt evidently there were no human sacri-
fiaas,43

Ve Toxcatl was dedicated to the god, Tezecatlipoca, and
1t was during this month that one of the most outetanding
feasts took placé.» The gaang\maﬁ to be gacrificed was eﬁoaen
a year ahsad of time. He was trested royally thé entire year,
-since-he was supposed-to represent the lmage of Tegcatllpocsa.
The people bowed before him and he lived in great luxury.

'gTw@nty days before the sacrilice, he was @arr&ad to four
&%&a%&%niﬂvirgina. They were leasbed and bangueted with
great ceremony before the sacriflice. 7The victim set the
hour of his death, and when that time came, he mounted the
stairs to the altar, bresking a flute-on each step. When he
reached the altar, he was sacrifliced in the usuél mamnar.44

During this same nmonth, a feast was held also for
Miitzilopochtli, and a youth who had impersonated him was
§gqri£iceﬁ‘ These youbths were expected to receive great
horiore in the next world, rising to dilvine rank themeselves.

Captives werc algso offered to these gods during this

month, and all children were ziven swall cuts on their chests,

stomachs, and armﬁ.45

431b1d., p. G0
44114,, p. 54.

4:5:.?}193’1'1 SO0, .{22‘ Oitt, Ee 162.
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VI. Etzalqualiztli involved more offerings to the
Tlalocs to secure mors rain for the young crops. Among other
cersmonles, a young boy and girl were placed in a canoe filled
with the hearts of sacrificial victims, towed to the center
of a lake, where the boat was sunk and the children drowned.
Also, priests of the Tlalocs, who had cormitted some wrong
during the past year were punished by’bain@"ﬁalfmdrmwneﬁ in
this lake, 46

VII. Tecuhilhuitontll honored the goddess of salt,
imixtoclihuetl, with a festival in which the wornen danced. A
woman chosen to represent the salt soddess was sscrificed at
this ceremony, Women victime were usually slaves.

VIif. Hueitecuhilhuitl, which means "the great feast
of the rulers" involved an eight-day festival to Xilonon,
goddess of the tender ears of corn. A slave zirl, who danced
throughout the elght-day festival was sacrificed by having
her head cut off; Decapitation seeme to have been practiced
in the agricultural sacrifices. This particulsr one symbol-
ized the zathering of corn.47

IX. Tlaxuchimeco was dedicated to Hultzilopoechtli, the
war god. Many bturkeoys were killled as mffefings and tamales
were made for a great fesst. Yo human sacrifice is mentioned

in connection with this fasﬁival.48

467114,, p. 183.

T1p1a., pe 134,

“81p1g,, p. 185,
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X. chatlhﬁﬁt i was the wanth éuwim whﬁ@h & vary cruel

SR -
saarixia al perfarmanse waa carrieé cut in honar of the fire

2od, aiht@cutli or ﬁeuﬂu@taﬁtl.‘ The ¢a§tivea were forced
“to dance wita thelr capbors. They were then thrown ﬂﬂt@ a
Pire, from which taey were dragged while Stlll al ive, anﬂ
sqcrif*eeé 1“ the usual manner, by having their hearts tora
:mi:, 49

This version of the Azbtec rite honoring thelr Tire god,
derived from Sahagun's description, varies quite a bit from
the picture drawn by one of his contemporaries, lotolinia,
The ceremony witnessed by Notolinia took place in the clty of
Cuautitlan. Again the varilance in detaill might be due to
the difference in locallty, or it might possibly be as Hewebt
suggested, that the presence of the Jpaniards resulted in
the Aztecs resorting to extremity in their efforts to pleasse
thelr sode., 1If so, the following eplisode given by Mobtolinia,
might have represented a furtive effort on the part of the
¥exicans to secure their god's support in throwing off the
yoke of thelr conquerors.

On the day before one festival in Cuautitlan they
set up six great trees, like the maste of ships, with
steps leadins up to them, and on that eruel night...
followad by a vet more cruel day..., they beheaded two
female slaves at the top of the steps before thse altar
of the idols. Up there they flayed their bodies and
faces and cut out their thigh bones. In the morning

two of the leading Indlans put on the sklns, even the
skin of the face, 1like a mask, and took the thizh bones,

1n14a,
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one in each hand, and slowly came down the steps,
roaring like savage beasis. Down below in the courte
yerds a great €rowd of people, all apparently terrilfied,
eried: 'Our gods are comingl'! ‘hen the two men reached
the foot of the steps the people began to beat their
drums, and to the backs of the men dressed in the skins
they attached a guantity of paper, not folded, but sewed
in the form of rings, a matter of some four hundred
shests. To each of them they gave a guaill, already
sacrificed and bsheaded, and tied it to his lip, which
was pilerced., And thus the two danced, and many people
sacrificed before them and offered them great numbers

of quail, for it was aslso for the latter a day of death,
And as the gquail were sacrifliced they were thrown bhefore
the two dancers, and there were so many that they
covered the ground whers they trod, for more than elight
thousand guall were sacrificed that davy....The two men
dressed in the women's skins did nothing but dance all
AdaYe

On this day there was committed another greater
and unneard of cruelty, which was that at the top of
the six poles whileh they had erected on the day before
the festival they bound and Tastened to crosses six men,
priscners of wmar, and down below there stood around
them over two thoussnd men and boys with their bows
and arrows. As soon as those who had bound the capiives
to the poles came down, a8 shower of arrows was [ired atb
the vigtimsy &nd then, shot full of arrows and halfl
dead, they were quickly untied and allowed to fall from
that height. The vioclence with which they struck the
sround broke snd shattered all the bones in thelr bodles,
and then they were made to suffer a third death, being
gacrificed by having thelr hearts cut out. After that
they were dragged away and their heads were cut off and
glven to the ministers of the idols. The bodies were
carrisd off like sheep, to be eaten by the lords and
principal men. OUn the following day they feasted on
that unutt%ﬁﬁble food, and all danced with grsat
rejolcing. "

AT« Ochpaniztli, the following month, honored
Teteoinan, mother of the gods, also called Tocitzin. A slave

woman was chosen Lo impersonate this goddess and was not told

L 1oribio FFotolinia, History of the Indiane of Hew Spaln,
translated and edited by Hlizuveth A. rFoster, ppe 664,
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that she was to be sacrificed. After some ceremony, she was
M%éhﬁaﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁnﬁ ekinned. 7The skin wae donned by a youth who
then proceeded to sacrifice other prisoners. Thils cersmony
wag followed by a military review.

XIi., Teotleco, meaning "the return of the gods" wit-
nesgged a varistion in the sacrificial method, Vichims were
thrown into a furnace and burned alive,

XILTI. Tepeilhultl called for more human offerings,
this time to the gods of the mountans, Four women and a wan
wore sacrificed, followiny which their heads were mounted on
polee and their bodliesg cocked and eaten.

AIV. Quecholli was dedlicated to Mixcoatl, god of hunte
inge. Ihe penance of bloodletting was performed, and a hunte-
inp expedition took place, FHo mention is made of hunman
sacrifice (lor this month.

#Ve FPanguetzaliztli was the month honoring
Huitzilopochtli. A dance was held every day lor twenty
days. At the end of this tlme captives were sacrificed. A
mock battle took place between captlives and slaves, in which
wooden swords were used, =ome having obsidian blades. Those
who survived the bvattle were aﬁcrifiaed.SI

Another phase of this ceremony involved the making of
an idol representing the god, Tuitzlilopochtli. According to

seosta, this 1dol was made of a dough mixed with honey,

 SlThompson, op. cit., op. 186-90.
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althourh soms gay human blood was used.%?  This 1dol was
placed in the temple, Following a prozram of consecration,
human sacrifices were made to the idol., It was then broken
into pieces and distributed to the people to be eaten .o

XVI, Atemoztli was another month during which the
Tlalocs were honored, but the usual sacrifice of children
i8 not mentioned.

¥VII. Tititl brought a feast to "the old princess”,
Tlamatecuntli. A woman representing this goddeses was sacri-
ficed.

AVIIT. 1Izcalll was dedlcated to the fire god,
Xuintecutli. It seems that human sacrifice sccompanied these
caramonies only once every four yaars.54

At the end of a cycle (fifty-two years) there was an
interesting csremony held, whiech is usually referred to as
the New ire Ceremony. During the five useless dayvs
(nemontemi) of the final year, the people let the [ ires in
their homes go out and degtroyed their furniture. Thers was
great fasting and fear of catastrophe. Un the last night
children were not allowed to go to sleep for fear they might
turn into vate. At sunset the priests ascended the Hill of

the Star and watched the heavens. %When certailn stars reached

S2nuttall, op. cit., p. 93, elting Cortes, op. cit.,
p. 105, - —

S3praden, ope. clt., pp. 723,

54 jem . , -
“4’?ﬂom§80ﬁ, Ope Cite, pre. 150-1.
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the center of the heavens, it was counsidered a gign that the
world would continue. At thls moment the priestes kindled a
fire in the breast of a freshly sacrificed victim. This new
fire was beken to the temples to kindle new fires on the
altars there. The followiny day there was feasting, blood-
letting and more human sacrifice.5d

From the "Codex Mendozs" comes the mode of the Hexlcans
of recording the congquest of a tribe. The hieroglyphic name
of this tribe was recordsed slong with a plcture deplcting
the destruction of the pyramid temple which stood in the
center of thelr capital city. Thelr chileftian was taken
prigoner and sacrificed by having his heart torn cut. lis
flesn was distributed and eaten. In this manner the conquered
people were shown that they no longer existed as an indepen-
dent’ people and their rule had been absorbed by the Hexlican

government,

155‘9'&:%13.&::1;, Ope Cita, PP 200-01.



CHAPTER IV
THE INCAS OF PHRU

If the Mayas were the intellectuals of anclent America,
and the Aztecs the great fighters, the Incas of Feru were the
political geniuses, The chief and official tongue of the
Incas was Zuechua. e people who spoke this lancuage
represented an advanced type of civilization, although they

did not have a method of writing,

A Orief History

Origin and Founding of the Empire

Just where these people coeme from and how théy agtah-
lished thelr wvast empire is another of the unanswered questions
of history, There 1s more evidence available concerning the
origin of the Incae, however, than can be found about the
hayan HEmpire,

A, P, Heans seems to have drawn a logical plcture of
the early history of the Incas from the maze of tradition
handed down to us., Means 1is possibly the best authority of
recent times on the lncas. e says that the Incas were not,

as were the layas, a whole paaple.l "In reality about 1100 A.D,.

1mi11p A Hoans, "The Incas: Empire Bullders of the Andes
Hational Geographic Magazine, LAXIII, (Pebruary, 1938), p. 228.
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the Incsg were & small tribe of Juechua-spesking llama herders
fdwelling on a cold and lolty plain some leagues southwest of
Cuzeo,"e

Elsewhere, Neane indicates his awareness of the exlste
ence of conflicting data in reference to the date snd origin
of the Incas, He points out that the story of the Inca |
dynasty i1s so [1lled with legend that 1t is Jifficult to set
a depte for 1ts beginning. Yost legends and writers ascribe
the origin of the dynasty to lanco Capac and his sister-wife,
0ello and thelr associates, The date varles, Father
Montesinos would put it during the early part of the
Tiahuanaco I period of the highlands. That would e some
time befors 600 A.D, Don Felipe Huaman Poma de Ayala dates
Manco Capasc as conbemporary with Christ, Captain Fedro
Sarmignto de Nambos places his death as /65 A.De A1l other
aarly writers would seem to agree that Hanco Capanc exlsted
arcund 1100 A«ﬂ.ﬁ

The unresality of these igures makes it difficult to
reler to them as historiecal charactsers, &Sinchl Roca 1is the
first Inca chiel who ls surrounded with enouch realistic
description to allow him to be considered as resal,

Weans is of the opinion that the chroniclers are in

general agreement that the Incas came to the Cuzeco region

2 1vid,

5?&11&? Aes Hemns, Pre-~Columbian Art and Culture in the
Andesn Arsen, pp. 104=5.
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from the south, probably the Lake Titicaca reglon or even

Tiahuanaco. 4

From this homeland the Incas migrated,
probably because their land was not £it for agriculture,
Although they were much like other tribes, they had an inborn
genius for growth and organization, Inspired by the idea of
a manifest destiny, they migrated from thelr home country
down into the fertile valley of Cuzco. Legends vary on this
story, but Keans suggests this as the most authentic.

Fanco Capac and his slster-wife, ¥Yama Ocllo, led this
marchs They were able to subjugate the inhabltants by the
followling metihod, whiech appealed to the superstitious nature
of the people:

A beautiful lad named Roea wae clad in a garment
thickly covered with spangles of burnished pold and,
thus arrayed, he appeared at the mouth sf a cavoern
above Cuzco wherse the rays of the sun fell upon him
and made him gleam dazzlingly.

Pointing aloft to that radiant figure, which
secmed to be & part of the sun fallen to earth, the
astute strateglsts persuaded the wonder-struck mmltitude
that the shining boy was the Zon of the Sun, to whom
their entire sllegiance was due.d’
in this manner Sinchl Roca (War Chief lloca) became the

divine monarch of the dwellers of that valley. This took
place between 1100 end 1140 A.D., and was the beginning of

the great Inca Emplre.

4Tbid., p. 105.

.
“Feane, "The Incas", op. cit., pn. 2275,
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The Incas from Sinchi Hoca down to Pachacutec (the
eighth) did not marry their sisters, but chose their wives
from the daughters of powerful chiefs, After this, evidentig

he euplre had becoms so powerful that it no longer required
the support of such chiefs, 20 besinning with Tupac Yupangul
the practice of marrying sisters was reestablished for the
purpose of preserving the holy purity of the royal blood.

Following the conquest of the people of the valley of
Cuzco, more territory was added to the empire by other Inca
rulere. VWhenever possgible, such additions were made without
rosort to warfare.

Aceording to Weans, the slixth Incs king seems to have
been the only one who was cowardly. During his reisn the
Chancas, a tribe of indians living north of the Inca Empire,
became dangerously menscing. The situation became so des-
poerate that it was evident something had te be done.

Frince iatun Tupsc, son and helir to the Inca throne,
took an army to mest the Chancas, who were sending an army
a;ainst the Ince kingfome The Prince had received mysterious
counsel in a dream from a deity who announced himself to be
the Creator Uod, Viracocha. The prince and his troops were
victorious, whereupon the prince, out of gratitude, took the
name of his counselor, the god Viracocha., llaving replaced

his Tather as ruler of the empire, he concluded a very
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successiul rule and ie referred to in history as the Inca
Viracocha, ©

Dy the time the Spanish arrived, the Impire had grown
too large and was begirning to split into two parts. There
was frictlon among the heirs to the dynasty and his half-
brother to whom the Emperor had left one-third of the
Zmpire. The hall-brother, Atahualpa, had conguered and
ilmprisoned his brother and prightful heilr, Huascar. After
thwe Spanish conquerad Julto in 1532, Atahualpa had Huascar
killed, 7

The rules of the Incas was generous to all who accepted
ite It was totalltarian, but differed from the usual examples
of such rule. HWo one was allowed to want for food, clothing,
shelter or recreation. Idleness was not allowed, Everyonse,
resardless of soclal station was required to have some

useful employuwnt."a

Conflicting Stpriea of Origin
The legends {ound among the natives at the time of the
conquest of Peru gave contradictory information concerning
the origin of the Incas, ruling class of Peru. ¥Nearly all
agreed that the Incas were not origlnally of the Cuzco region.

Where they came [rom, however, wag a matter of controversy.

®Ibid., pp. 237-9.
Tweans, Pre-Columbisn Art, op. cit., pe. 106,
Yibid., p. 109.
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Hany of the accounts gave a divine origin to the Incas,
so 1t 1s difficult to sift oubt the fucts. Since the rule of
the Incas depended on the divinity of thelr origin, they
naturally supported belief in such legends,

The earliest recorders of these myths found many varis-
tiong among the natives as to the origin of their rulers and
thelr civilization. In 1542 the Licentiate Don Cristoval
Voca de Castro, de facto governor of Peru, instituted an
of'ficial inguiry concerning the anclent lore of the Cuzco
Indians. The results of this inguiry were published in a
document by Don Marcos Jimenez de la Espads under the title

Tiscurso asobre gﬁ Descenﬂanaia‘g @sbierﬁougg los Ingas.,

According to the reports of four elderly Indians who
were quipocameyos, historiographers or accountants, 88 pube
lished in this document, Ilanco Capac, the {irst Inca, orig-
inated at Pacaritambo. He was the son of the sun and came
cut ol a window in the rock., Two of the gqulpocamayos who
sald they were natives of Pacarltambo, stated that theilr
forefathers had told them, enjoining secrecy, "that Hanco
Capac was the son of some chief of Pracaritambo who never knew
his mother, for which reason his father always called nim
Child of the Sun.” The peopls Tinally took this seriously,
g0 the father, "perceiving the advantage he might derive

from it, and assisted by two modicine-men, improved it for
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extending the sway of his tribe." ¥ Thus, 1t appears that
among the indians éhamﬁalves, there was not complete accephw
ance of the storles of divine origin,

The royal accounbant, Apustin de Zarate, published in

1555 a Historla del Descubrimiento y Congquista de la Provincis

del feru. He says:

In all the provinces of Peru there were principal
chiefa, called in their language curacas...Thesas chiefls
kept their Indians at peace, and were thelr captains in
the wars which they waged against their neighbors,
without their belng a chlefl for the whole until, from
the direction of the Collao, from a great lagoon cdl led
Titicaca {(which i1s there), that has eighty leaguss in
circumference, there came a very warlike psople whom
they called Ingas. Thess go with thelr hair cut short
and their ears perforated, and with round pleces of pold
in the holes that 2%ill more enlarge them...They call
themselves Ringrim, signifying ear. And the principal
oneé of them they named Zapalla Inga, which is "only
chief," although some claim that they called him
Viracocha Inges. The latter is to say "foam or grease
of the sea," for as they d1d not know from what land
they came, they fanciled he had originated In that ;%gaaﬁ
«»« These Ingas began to zettle the city of Cuzeon,-

Padro Pizarro gives a briel note on the origin of the

Inecas in his Relaclon del Dgacubrimiento,

These Indians say that an Inga was the first lord,
Some say he came from the Island of Titicaca, which is
an island in a lagoon of the Collaod..., Other Indlans
claim that this [irst chief came forth at Tambo. This
Tembo is in Condesulos, six leagues, more or less from
Cugcoa.ll..

- Fpdolph P. Bandelier, Aboripginal Myths and Traditlons
Concerning The Island of Titicaca, Dollivia, D. 206e

31&Ibid., quoting Agustin de Zarate, Historia dsl
Descubrimiento y Conquista de la Provincia del feru (reprint
in Vol. 11 of & s%ar?adaree primitivos, chaps X, De 470.)

511Ibiﬁ,, p. 208, guoting Pedro Pigarro, Relacion del
Descubrimiento, p. 234.
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Garcilasso de la Vega was born in Cuzco. His father
was a Spanlard and his mother, an Inca princess, In his

Comentarios Reales, he refers to conversations he had as a

boy in Cuzco with his mother's brother, This aped Indian
made the following statement in regard to the origin of the
Incae,.

You muaet know, therefore, that in ages past all
this region and country you see around us was nothing
but mountains and wild forests, and the pesople in those
times were like so many beasts, without religion or
government: they neither sowed, nor ploughed, nor
clothed themselves, becsuse they knew not the art of
weaving with cotton or with wool......

Our #ather the Iun, beholding men such as beforse
related, took compassion on them, and sent a son and a
daughter of his own from heaven to earth to instruect
our people in the knowled;e of Our Vather the Sun, that
they might worshlp and adore him and esteem nim or their
god, siving them laws and precepts whereunto they might
conform thelr lives, like men of reason and clvility...
With these orders and instructiones Our Father the Sun
placed his two chlildren in Lake Titlcaca, which is about
eighty lespgues hence, giving them liberty to go to and
travel wherever they pleased; and in whatsoever place
they stayed to eat or sleep, they should strike into
the pground a little wedge of _o0ld which he had given
them, being about halfl a yard long, and two fingers
thick, and where with one stroke this wedge would sink
into the earth, there should be the place of their
habitation and the court unto which all psople should
ro80rt. s« Thus Our Father the Sun, having declared his
pleasure to these, his two children, he despatched them
from him, and taking their journey from Titicaca
northward, at every place where they came to repose
they tried to strike their wedge into the ground, but
1t took no place, nor would it enter. At length they
came to a poor inn, or place wherein to rest, about
geven or elight leagues southward from thls city, which
to this day is called Pacarec Tampu, which is as much
to say, "The Shining or Illuminated Dormitory." This
is one of those colonies which the Frinece planted, the
Inhabitants whereof boast of this name and title which
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our Inca bestowsd upon 1t whence he and his gueen

descended to the valley of Sn§£§, which was then only

a wild and barren mountain...

The same writer would date the appearance of Manco Capac
about 1022 A.D.. In opposition to this, Montesinos' tangled
deseription of the early history of the Incas would place
Manco Capac in existence prior to 600 A.D.. Although the
picture he draws 38 vory confused, this early writer has
presented a detalled work which ls worth some consideration.
The {ollowing is his version of the settlement of Cuzco.

There ware four brothers and sisters who set out together,
The youngest brother killed two of hils brothers, and the
other fled in terror., The remaining one, Tupac Ayar Uchu,
also called Firua Pacari Manco, led his sisters to the site
on which Cuzco was [ounded. These sisters, who were also
the wives of Iupac, were instructed by him to show great
reverence to him as son of the sun. He referred to Illaticl
Hulra Cocha as supreme god, and did not practice idolatry,
worshipping only this zod as creator of the world. Tupac's
son, Kanco Capac, succeeded him and increased the power of
his father's realm, allying himself with neighboring tribes.

Other notes taken from this history are of interest
pecause they indicete the origlin and development of certain
customs and religious practices, as well as the growth of

the kingdom.

121bié., pp. 212-3, citing Oarcilasso de la Vegsa,
Comentarios Reales, Vol. I, p. l4.




&7

Inti Capac, a later king, orderad womsn who did not
take husbands at the age of fifteen to be set aside to serve
the sun. HJis son, Hanco Capesc (sscond of that name) had
houses of retreat sstablished for wowen who ware called
others of the Sun. These women were highly respected and
no man was allowsd to look at or touch them, 19

Zacrifices to the sun of boye and girls by the Indians
were made during the rei-n of Eing Titu Yupangul ?achacuti.>lé
The author does not indicate whnether this was supposed to
have been the beginning of such sacrifices,

A later king, Sinchi Apusqul, noticed that “is subjects
worshipped many ~ods, all equally with the ancient ;od. He
ordered that bthe great Plrua god would be called by the name
Illaticl uira Cocha instead of Hulra Cocha, which had
become the custom. The additlon of this title reatly
anhanced the god, for 11la meant "slory" and tiel, "founda-
tion«" Thus, his title meant "slory and void and foundation
wherein and whereon are all things.” 1° Decause of this
action, the people called thle king, Huarma Vira Cocha, which
meang "the boy Muirs Cocha." s was a wise snd strict ruler.

The seventy-elghth Peruvian kinsz, Tupac Cauri, on being

told that the writings or letters of hils psople were the

13: ernando ¥ontesinos, Hemorias Antiguas listoriales
Del feru, translated and edlted by Pnilip A, 168NE, D. OO«

141p1d., pe 43.
151p44., p. 5O
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cause of a great psstilence, commanded that no one should
sell glulcas, the parchments and leaves of trees on which
they wrote, and no one should use letters., Thus, writing
was lost, and from this time on quipos were used,+®

This same king was burled by his heilr, Arantial, With
the king were buried his legitimate wife and favorite
concublines, ESome say that children were also buried with
him, The manner in which Arantial burled him wose

de took out his liver and heart and deposited them
in a vessel of gold and silver, and they preserved the
body, embalmed in certain aromatic preparations, which
preserved 1t without spoiling. TFrom this, the Ingas,
who afxigwnrda succeeded to this monarchy, took the
custom,

The powser of the kings was greatly reduced by the growth
of vice and disobedlence., Filnally matters were taken into
nand by a lady of royal caste with the ald of her sister,
son and some others. This woman, named Mama Cluaco, had a
young . son about twenty years of aje. The lad possessed a
striking personality and hlgh idesle, for which he had galned
tae title Inga. This title, meaning Lord, his friends added
to hils real name, Hoca,

iis mother, assisted by hlm and others, carried out a
plan which resulted in his belng accepted as the ruler of the

people of the city of Cuzeco. Hama Ciluaco and her slister made

a dazzling sarment of .old and jewelgs for her son., She then

161p14,, p. 64,
17
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sent him to a cave, which was in accessible view of the clty,
There he stayed hidden for several days while she spread the
news that the Sun had cowe and taken him off to the sky,
saying the boy was his son and he would return him shortly
so that he might reign as king of Cuzco.

At the end of four days, the boy appsarsed at noon at the
mouth of the cave, a dazzling spectacle in his garment of
gold, After a short time, he disappeared. During the follow=
ing several days, ne repeated this perlormence. There then
followsd a period during which his mother and others made
sacrifices to the <un, beseeching him for the boy's return.
#inully, they were led to the mountaln by the mother, who
found the boy, apparently asleep, on a rock. He returned
with the people and told them his luther, the Sun, had sent
him to rule them and restore them to the gzlories of their
ancestors. He was accepted as their ruler and this was the
beginning of the Incas. i8

Inca Roca (Hontesinos uses the spelling, Inga) made wap
against his enemy, King of Andaguailas, and defeated him.
Following their defeat, the surviving troops were treated
benipgnantly by Inca hoca.

The voung ruler married his sister, ¥amas Cura, who was
avare of the conspiracy which had resulted in his beling placed

on the throne. He established a law regulring that men should

12‘3:{}3id. » E:}po 65"‘{7{}'
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marry only one woman and she should be his kindred, so as

not bto mix families. Marrisgable age should be {rom eighteen
upward, 8o that the persons would be old enouph to carry on
their dutles. All flocks and frults of harvest were to be
held in comsmon. IProm thie community stock pile all the popu-
lation was to be supplled.

The “un was to be reparded as supreme of the pods and
creat sacrifices made in his taénxple=s, TInca Roca had a
convent erscted to house maidens whose services were to be
used in the templs of the Sun. These maldens were Lo be of
royal blood. L9

When he dled, Inca Roca's successor and son, Llogue
Yupangul, had his father's body embalred and buried with all
his vessels and garments. Thus arose the custom of burying
the Incas wlth thelir property. <facrifices also accompanled
the funeral ceremonies.

An fllustration of tne generosity of the Inca rule is
found in the actlon of ruaina Capac, ninth Inca. Following
a military victory, he made sacrifices to the Jun, and ordersed
the release of all war captlves, asking for thelr friend-
ghi@.'zg

Later writerse, drawing from these and other eources,

continued to .give corllicting pictures of the Indlan

191p14., p. vl

201hid., pp. 122-25.
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tracditions. Charles De Wolf Brownel!, wrlting in the middle
of the nineteenth century sald:

According to Peruvian mythology, the whole country
was, in early times, as savage and barbarous as the
nelghboring nations of the East. Manco Capac, and hisg
gister and wife, Mama Ocllo Huaco, two children of the
Sun, settling in the valley of Cuzco, began the work
of regeneration., They tausht the arts of civilized life,
and Trom them sprang the long line of the incas whose
glorious kingdom was at the helght of ite prosperity
when discovered by the Spaniards, 4

A more recent study by Carleton Beals presents two
versions of the ancient legends,

On an 1sland in Lske Titicaca, the Sun created a
man and woman, the Inca Manco Capac, and his sister
wife, Coya (Jueen) Mama Ocllo. He bade them set forth
to found thelr kingdom at the spot the golden staff,
with which he had proviged them, should on bheins struck
into the earth bury itself from sight.-

This seems to represent the same story as given by the
azed Incs to darcilasso de la Vega. The second version
prorected by Beals is a blt different.

iight brothers and sisters, [four incestuous pairs,
clad In shining ralment spangled with gold, went forth
Trom t he Tavern of the Dawn. Three pairs fturned to
stone, but the mightiest of them, lManco Capac, who
traveled furtherast’ sank the golden atalf in CuzcO=~
"navel of the world"--and there in that densely wooded
valley, he and Mama Ocllo rounded up the miserable
inhabltante and founded that capital of his new realm.

Te taught the multitude new ways of agriculture.
Fama 0cllo instructed the women in domestic art, =29

2lgharles De “olfl Brownell, The Indisn Races of North
and South fmerica, p. 531,

22Carleton peals, Pire Yn the Andes, p. 30.

231vic,




Inca Reliclon and Mythology

Sun Worshippers or lo?

The common conception of the Inca relipgion ig that 1t
wag wmerely a sun worship. There 1is much evidence to repudlats
this 1idea. Yven early authorities denied that 1t was exclu-
sively a sun worship, although they readily admit that
worehip of the sun was an lmportant rart of their religion.

Christoval de ¥olina, one of the earliest and presum-
ably one of the vest informed writers, states that, "they
did not recognize the Sun as their Creator, but as created by
the Creatorn which was "not born of woman but was unchange-
cble and eternal,” <4

An even more aubhoritetive source may be referred to.
in 1571, by the order of the viceroy, Don Francleco de Toledo,
an [nquiry was held among the oldest Indlans, mostiy those of
noble birth, in various parts of the country. In answer to
guestione about the nature of the old religion, a great deal
of uniformity resulted, All auresd that Viracocha was wore
ghipped as the ever-precent divinity and creator. It was he
alone thab answered pravers and helped the needfunl. ‘“hen
pravers were offered to the “un or deceamsed Incas or ildols,

it was with the expectations that these would interceds in

“4Cnristoval de iolina, The Fablos and Rites of the
ncas, bos S-17, Enslish transTation, citsd in Lrinton,
Ope €it., p. 175,
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thelr behalf with Viracocha. 22 7he sun, therefore, was
considered merely one of the creatlons of ths Crsator,

In a comprehensive study of the Andean civilizations of
South America, published by the Smithsonlan Institution Pureau
of American Kthnology, the greatest god of the Incas 1s recw
ognized as belng the Creator god, Viracocha. The sun's

poaition 1s deecribed as follows:

o

‘ The most important servante of the Creator were
the sky : cd headed by the Sun, who was believed to be
the divine ancestor of the Inca dynasty. The Hun
protectsd and netured crops, and his cult was naturally
preeminent among an & rmculfural @eOpis...The Temple

L of the Sun in Cuzco noused images of all the sky gods

| of the incas and a host of supernaturals besides; its

% moat Iimportant ima;e wes not of the Sun but of
kﬁiggcacha.*z

/
I
?
5
J
{
|
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Nafael Karsten sheds [urtner light on the subject by
stating that the sun deity did not enjoy the same respect in
all parts of Peru ag 1t did in the Cuzco region. Other
heavenly bodies replaced it in Importance. East of the Andes
theye are bubt few traces to be found of a sun worshipe.

Yhere a sun delty enters into the cresd of the

Ind’ans he rather forms part of thelr mythology than

their religion. It is natural that in the hot tropical

virzin forests the sun should have less importance as a
dispenser of warmth and fertility than in the cold

28Informacion de las ILdolstras de los Incas @ Indlos,
p 17u Coleccion e Documentos Ineditos ael Arcnivo de Indlas,
YT, D. 100, citéd in Irinton, bp. Cit.s De 175.

'A?—h

20sonn 1. Rowe, "Inca Culture At the Time of the
Spanil.h Conquest,™ in The Andean Civilizations, Vol, IT of
Hendbook on Zouth American indlians, edited by Jullan Steward,

s ‘.494'
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mountain regions. In a hot climate the sun may be
regarded rather as a malevolent than a beneflclent
being. <=7

This would indicate that the sun was not consldered
supreme by the Incas themselves, since they allowed thelr
subjects to worship other lesser gods. The Sun Cult was of
extreme politiecal importance to the Incas, but even they
seemed to feel the nsed for a higher type of religion, as
Means explains:

In religious matters the Incaic policy was no less
maznanimous than 1t was in other respects. At the
commencement of thelr career the Incas gave the people
over whom they wsere about to rule to understand that
they were Children of Inti (the Zun). From that time
onwarde the religlon of the Inca State was s cult bullt
around Inti and his sister-wife, Mamaquilla (¥other
¥oon), and other heavenly bodies. It was a beautiful
.and _admirable kind of nature worship, singularly-free
Lrom human sacrifice and from other.crueliies such as
‘those-which made the faiths of Mexieo, Yueatan, and
other regiona go Horribls. The Titual, observed at
the great Temple of the

Tre - > Sun (now the Church of SE
‘Dominic) in Cuzeo sme 8l lesser temples throughout the

|

land,.was-lnpressive, ratlonal, and colorful.

TR

Althoush they carried the Sun Cult with them
eveprywhere they spread, the Incas were not bigoted or
intolsrant with regard to it. As thelr realm expanded
they came into contact with many local cults; and, when-
ever these were not too low, bestial or bloody, their
deities were gradually admitted to and conjoined with
those of the 3tate religion. This was a cardinal point
of the general Incaic policy of generous rule,

A striking example of this point concsrns the
anclent, pre-~Incaic concept of Viracocha, the benevolent
Creator-0od and Sky God whom we have noticed as being
of utmost importance in the art of the Tialmanaco IT
period. When the Incas first heard of him 1s not known.

R7Rafaal Karsten, The Civilizations of the South
Amserican Indlans, p. 355.
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If, ns some Chroniclers believed, they themselves came
oripzinally from Tishuanaco, 1t is possible that they
had possessed him in their hearts from thelr very
beginnings, Or they may first have heard of him at the
time when Hayta Capac, the third Inca (ca. 1195-1230),
conquered Tialmanaco and ite reglon. However, this may
have been, the Creator-(od Viracocha seems to have mads
himgelf a vital and invigorating influence in the lifse
of Prince Habum Tupsc who, guided by the God, vangulshed
the Chancas and afterwards took the name of Viracocha.
Later, under the Inca Pachacutec, the great sacred city
of the coast, Pachacamac, was conquered, It had long

- been a place made holy by the worship there of
Pachacamac, who was the coastland counterpart of
Yiracocha in the highlands. This conquest, notwith=
standing the fact that the cult of Pachacamac on the
coast war then, and alterwards, on a distinctly lower
moral and psychological plane than was the worship of
Virascocha in the highlands, seems to have caused the
Inca Pachauctec to ponder deeply on the whols concept
of an 11llimitabls, omnipotent, and imponderable Creator,

As a result of his pondering, Pachacutec convecked
g meeting of all the Sun-Priests in the realm in order
that they might put iIn good order and define the tenets
and dogmas of the ftate religion. When they had done
so, the Inca asked them 1f, after all, they could not
concelve of some God loftler and more potent sven than
the Sun. On their declaring that they could not, the
Inca laid before them his own majestic concept of a God
who was omnipresent but invisible, alle-poweriful but
intangible, timeless and a Jod who was benign:
Viracocha. Theresalbter, the worship of the Crestor
became a super-cult, restricted to the ruling caste,
replete with moral and philosopnhlcal beautby. 28

Yarkham also points to the Tact that in a temple at
Cugeco, Viracocha was represented by a gold oval glab, which
resided in a higher place than the images of the Sun or

¥oon. 29  The hymne dedicated to this god convinced larkham

28leans, FPre-Columbian Art, op. cit., pp. 109-19.

2931 Clements R. Harkham, The Incas of Peru, p. 20,
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that there was dellnitely an approach to monothelsm among the
Intellectuals ol FPeru. OSpesking of these hymns, he saysi

¥We lnow row them that, in thelr inmost hearts,
the intellectual and more Insiructed section of the
Ineas and thelr people souzht for a knowledre of the
unsesn Creator of the univeree; while publicly cone
ducting the worship of objects which they knew to be
.merely God's creatures,’

Markham recognizes the fact, however, that Viracocha was
worshipped mostly by the Incas, and that hls worehip played

& relatively small part in the relizion of the masses,

The cult of Viracocha was confined to the few. o
The popular relijsion of the people was the worshilp of 7
the founder or first ancestor of sach agliu or clan. T
The father of the Incas wes the sun, and naturally all -
the people jolned in the apecial adoration of the an=~
cestor of thelr soverselpn, bombined wilth secondary
worship of the moon, thunder, and lightning, the rain-
bow, and the dawn, represented by the morning star, '
Chasca. But each clan or ayllu, had also a special
buaca, or ancestral god, which its members worshipped,
in common, besldes the household gods of each Tamily.

Chlefl Figures 1n Peruvian Pythology

Viracocha.~-The central figure in the mythologsy of the
Juaechua-speaking Indiane was Viracocha., One cycle of legends
presents him as the Inlinite Creastor, the Frimal canss:
another, as a wise ruler and teacher. Therefore, he, as was
true with the jode of the Aztecs and Xayas, plays a dual role
ags a pod and culture hero,.

Among Viracocha's titles were those of Ticsi, meaning

“the Cause,” or "the Yeginnin.," and 1lla ticel, which meant

B0Tbid,, p. 103.
Slipic., p. 104.
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"the Ancient Cause," or "the First Beginning." 32 He was
ceredibed with having made the sun, the moon and the dawn.

It would seem that the nsatives were actually worshipping
this zod when they gave offerings to rivers, streams and the
like, as they considered him the creator of tnese things,
This interpretation is glven by a very sarly writer. |

ene.odt was not that they belleved that some particular
divinity was there or that 1t was g living thing, but
because they belleved that the great God, Illa Ticel
had created and placed it there and impressed upon it
some mark of distinction, beyond other objects of 1ts
class, that it might thus be designated as an appro-
priate spot whare at to worshlip the maker of all
things; and this is manifest from the prayers they
uttered when engased in adoration, because they are not
addresgsed to that mountain, or river, or cave but to
the great 1lla Ticel Viracocha, who, they belleved lived
in the heavens, and yet was invisibly present in that
sacred object, OO

The Smithsonian handbook described Viracocha's place in
the Inca religion and mythology as followss

Viracocha, the Creator, was the theoretlcal source
of all divine power, but the Indiang believed that he
had turned over the administration of his creation to
a multitude of assistant supernatural beings, whose
influence on human affairs was consequently more
immediate, He lived in the heavens, and appeared to
men at crises, He was also a culture hero, as 1t was
believed that alftor the creation he had journeyed
through the counbtry teaching the people how to live and
performing miracles,., ile finelly reached Kanta (in
euador), and set off across the Facific Ocean walking
on the water, ,

o

-32Brinton, American Hero Myths, op. cit., p. 170.

53361&010ﬁ Anomyma, de los Costumbres Antiquos de los
laturales del Firu, pe 138, quoted in Brinton, American Lero
i th‘uﬁ, DL« Citi, Pa 170.

:34}20%’ 22. Citt, Pa 2%4’
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The above deseription combines Viracocha, the god, and
Viracocha, the culture hero. &s the latter, he is plctured
as an old man with {lowing robe and beard, After itreveling
throush the country teachiny the veople, he disappeared
toward the sea and was expscted to returnﬁ"aﬁ

Means assgerts that the worshlp of Viracocha baegan long
before the Incale period, He was evidently worshlpped as a
benevolent Creator-God and Sky=-God during the Tiahuansco T
period., He is represented in a Y%onolithic Catewsy at
Tishuanaco, which probably dates Trom the Tiahuanaco II
period (600 A.Dy to 900 A.D.). 3

Viracocha has also been referred to as an Inca. Heans
hasg attam%ﬁeﬁ to retionalize the truth of this legendary
charaater&of the Incas,., His coneclusion 1s that the name
%ﬁiﬁng& rizhtfvlly to both a god and an Inca ruler, Accord-
ing to lieans, Frince Hatun Tupac tock the name Viracocha
after his victory over the Chancms, This prince replaced

hig father as ruler and bvecame the seventh Inca.

Con,==Viracocha i1s not the only mythical character
referred to as creator of the universe, nor is he necessarily
the oldest. Con appears as the supreme power, invisible and
omnipotent spirit in 2uito and Peru long before the time of

the Incas. Con is describved as a splrit wlthout bones or

B5reet, op. Clt., p. 396.

'séﬁeana, Pre-Columbian Art, op. ¢it., pp. 86~7.
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flesh. He created the universe and mankind, presenting these
creatures with every type of food and pleasure, Becsnuse man
offended Con, the pod took away the abundance of food and
turned the land into a desert. The human race was turned

into animals, -7

Pachacamac.=~In most legends concerning him, Pachacamac

is cansiderod a8 having been the son of Con. He took pity
upon the human race after hls father had punished them, and
created all things anew, making wmen and women in thelr
pregent {orm,
4 temple was ralsed to this god on the coast of Peru,
south of Lima. Feople evidently made pilgrimages to this
temple from distant parts of Feru., There were no images in
the temple to represent this god, since he was considered to
be a spirit iny‘xﬁg
¥ Bollaert disagrees with ¥eans in regard to the worship
of Fachacamac. The former describes the adoration of
Pachacamac as simple and pure and savs 1t was corrupted by
the Incas, In reference to the conaguest of the city of
Fachacamac by the Incas, Dollaert sayst
esseothe intrusive religlon of the Sun was in danger

from the older and purer ones of Pachacamacj however,
after mach negoclation, 1t was arranged that Pachacamac

B7w1111am Bollaert, Antiguarian, Hthnological and Other
Researches in New Granada, hquador, Peru and Chile, With
Observatbions on the Pre-incarial, Incarial, and OLher Honu-
ments of peruvien Lations, De 220

SB1pid,
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should retain hils tewmple, and that another should be
bullt there to the Sun, as ths father of the {irst and
Pachacamac. After a time the Incarial priests erschted
a statue of wood to represent the formerly invisible
Pachacamec, and invented oracles, ¥alth In the
lmmortality of the soul was one of the fundamental
ideas among all the Peruvian nations; and, first, Con,
then Pachacamac, an¢ later, the Jun, wers thﬁ jaéwea

of the humen race, 9%

It is interesting to note that Bollaert completely

irnores the Viracocha Cult which Means emphasizes,

Chief Religious Cersmonies

The chief religlous observances of the Incas were closely
J,relaéeg ﬁo tha salar year and its bearings on agriculture.M
Raymi, a festival of the wiﬁtar aolstice which took place
during the first month, followa& the filling of &ramarieﬁ
after harvest. It was iﬁ apeclal honor of the Sun, and
saérifices of llamas, lambs and the first fruitsugfthé:veaﬁ
wéré‘qffsreé.‘ée

The second great festival was Zitua, which took ylaéé
at the beginning of the ralny ssason, when sickness was
prevalent. The object of this ritual was to drive out all
sickness. FPrayers were offered to the Creator to drive
dissase and evils from the land. Warriors tock part in a |
kind of relay race, running and shouting, "Go forth all evils.é

They passed this message to other groups who relayed it until

591pid., p. 220,

40Justin Winsor, Harrative and Critical History of
America, Vol., I, pe 237.
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the last group reached the banks of the river, where they
bathed. The river suppozedly carried the evils to the aeaaa{
The people of the city shook their clothes and shouted, “Leti
the evils be gonel,” and also bathed, A torchelighted pro- ;
cesslon took place in the evening and the torches were thrcwn:
into the river,. -
i speelal pudding, Bancu, was prepared and eaten that
same night. The people also smearsd the pudding on their
faces énd on the doorways of thelr houses, %1 According to
HMolina's description of this pudding, it was mixed with the

blood of sacrificed animals. 42

The huacas and malquis were
bathed, and sacrifices, danclng, and feastin; accompanied
the other ceremonles of the day.

The third great festlval at the summer solstice waakx‘
uaracu, when the youths were admitted to a rank which was
equivolent to knighthoods. DLefore their inlation ceremonies,
eacii youth presented a llama for sacrifice, These llamas
bore the names of the youtha.iég

The following month the water sacrifice was made, égg“x
ashes and cinders of all the year's sacrifices were thrown i
into rivers, across which dams 1ad been buillt., The dams warei

then removed so that the ashes were carried swiftly away,

4lipid,, p. 238.

42¢nristoval de lolina, NYarratives of the Rites and
Laws of the ¥ncas, knglish translation By Ce He Varkhanm,
Ppe 3H=0.

43Wiﬂsor, ope_clit., pe 239,
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The people followed along the banks carrying torches, %hanxﬁ
they reached the bridge at Ollantay-tampu, two baps of coca j
were hurled into the water, %% jﬁf//
Thare was a new [ire cerenony onee a vear, when the
sacred fire wag rekindled by collecting the sun's rays on a

burnlishesed metal mirror.‘éﬁ

The uestion of ﬁuman Sacriflice

As with the bayas, so in the case of the chas,‘the
existence or extent of the practice of humsn aéﬁrifiae poses
a debatable quesation. There are bot% early and latar writava
wiho argue strongly that human aaerifica 4id not. axifymggnall
amony the incaag Othara yicture tha r@lﬁgioua praaticea of
ftﬁaae peopla a& beima a8 bloody as thaae mf the mztacau
St1ll others would compromise thess two aanOQLs af thwug&t,
and admlt that on rare occasions human belngs were sacri-
ficed by the incas,

Among later writers, both Winsor and WMeans have presented
pood arguments in favor of the 'mmane nature of the Inca
relipion. Means describes the religion as Ysingularly free
from human sacrifice and other cruelties." 4% He insists
that many of the early chroniclers purposefully set out to

vilify the Incas and their rule.

441p1d,., pp. 239-40,
451p1¢., p. 240,

%y0ans, Pre-Columblan Art, op. clt., p. 109,
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The ultimate object of the denigratory school of
Chroniclers of which Toledo and his stooge, Zarmiento,
wers most prominent members, was to justify, or to
attenpt to justify the overlordship in the ‘ndean firea
of the Kings of Castile, -47 |
¥eane hasg evaluated the enrly chroniclers and would
rate as the four best ones, I'ather Wiguel Cabello de Balboa,
Father Dernabe Cobo de lPeralta, Captain Pedro de Cleza de
Leon, Garcilasco de la Vega. He ranks @arcllasco as supreme
among the chroniclers. !e believes this writer, who was
himself of Inca blood, used all available sources, which
were many at that time,
' Means criticlzes other early writers, He says that
Sarmiento de Gawmbo distorted the Iacts, but despite himself,
pives a valuable history of the Incas.

Father Valera's works were never published, but were
extensively utilized by ¥Wontesginos, who never gave credit
Tor them, Montesinos' work was poorly written and often
18 incoherent, ‘

#ilipe lHuaman Poma de Ayalla, a pure blood Indian, wrote
in such poor Spanish that his book 1s mostly valuable for
the numerous lllustrations which shed light on Indian culture
of the period of the Conguest, 4€

Winsor's arpgument agalnst the existence of human sacrie

fice among the Incas btakes a little different approasch from

"4T1bid,
4C1pid., ppe 115-17,
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that of HLeansi Je ecredits isnorance of the langusjse ag being

regponsible for the mistakes of rmost early wrlters who
believed that the Incasg sacriliced humans,

The =acrifices were called runa, vyuyac, and huahua,
The Gpaniards thought that runa and yuysc signifled men,
and huahua, chlldren, This was not the case when speak-
ing of sacrificial victims. Runa was applled %o a male
pacrilfice, huashua to the lambs, and yuyac sipnified an
adult or fullegrown animal. The sacrificial animals
wara also called after the names of thosse who offered
them, which was another cause of erroneous assumpbions
by Spanish writers, There was a law strictly prohlbilte
ing human sacrifices among the conquered trives; snd
the statement that servants were sacrificed st the
obsequies of thelr masters is dilsproved by the fact,
mentioned by the anonymous Jesult, that In.none of the
burisl~places opened by the Spaniards in search of -
treasure were any humen bones found except those of the
buried lord himself,49

¥ingor takes issue wlth William H, Frescott, who accepted
the ldea that human 3acrifice'was practlced, Prescott hased
his belief on the writinps of %armiﬁntﬁ, Cieze de Leon,
Wontesinos, Balboa, Ondejardo, and Acosta. He concluded that
these oubtnumbered and outweizhed Jarcilasco, who was probably
prejudiced hecause of his Inca origin.

Thus, Winsor attempts to discredit the evidence of all
these on the basis of & misunderstanding of the words yuyac
and hushua, or on a general Iznorance of the lansuage.
Ondegardo, he says, wrote at a time when he knew little of
the language and had no interpreters (1554)., At that time
he was a judge at Cuzco, and all the annaliste and old men

had fled to the forests, Tollowing an insurrection.

~49?’w{1ﬂ$@2’, ‘SZEQ Gita, P 237,
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Among the early authorities who deny the existence of
human sacrifice, Winsor names Francisco de Chaves, who was
one of the most able original conquerors; Juan de Olivaj

the Licentiate Alvarez; Fray Harcos Jolrej; the Licentlate

Falcon, in his Apologia pro Indls; Melchior Hernandez, in
hisg dictionary under the words harpay and huahuaj the
anonymous Jesult in his narrative; and Garcilasco de la Vegae
The gulpus also assert that there was a law prohiblting
human sacrifice, -50

Winsor further argues that the very nature of the Inca

religion was opposed to the idea of human sacrifice, Their

sacrifices, he spys, wore not offered with the ldea of atone-

e ]

m@qt or exgiq@i&a, ag was true with the Aztecs, but rather

Were a¢feria&m of thanks;iving, The festival Situa was an

aaptiaﬁ, far iL iHVﬁlvaé.%ﬁﬁ idea of effacing sines by
E%

z’v
washlng.

Their ritual was almost exclusively devobted to
thanksgiving and rejoleings over the beneficerce of
their Deity. The notlon of explation formed no part
of their creed, while the destruction involved In such
a system was opposed to their economic and carefully
regulated civil polity. -51

Speaking of sacriflce, William H., Frescobt says 1t

consisted of animals, grain, flowers, and swest-scented gums,

«501pid., pp. 237-8, For other authoritlies on this
matter, Winsor refers to Markham, Royal Commentarles, 1, 139;
el Bollaert's Antig. Researches, pe 1243 and Alphonse
Castaing on "Les F&tes& U’frandes, et S&crifie@s dans
1tAntiquite Feruvienne™ in the Archives de ls Zociete
Americaine de France, n.s. 1ii, 230,

Slynia,
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and somstimes human belngs, When the last was the case, a
cnild or bveaubiful malden was usually selected to be the
vietim.

But such sacrilices were rare, beilnyg reserved to
celebrate some great publlic event, as a coronation, the
birth of a royal heir, or a great victory. They were
never followed by those cannlbal rspaste familar to the
Mexlcans and to many of the flerce tribes conquered by
the Incas. Indeed, the conquests of these princes might
well be deemed a blessing te the Indlian natlons, if it
were only from their suppression of cannibalism, and
the diminution, under their rule, of human gacrifice, -52
Markham, another later authority, doubts iIf human sacrie

iice was more than a rare occurance., According to him,
Polo de Undegardo in 1554 made the [irst accusatlions as to
this, Valera denied the truth of Ondegardo's statement,
- saving he knew scarcely anything of the language and had no
interpreters at the btime of the inguiry. ©° This would be
in agreement with Winsor's evsluation of Ondezardo's work,
Ondeygardo was followed by Holina and others, including
Surmlento, whoese Iinstructions were to make the Incas appear
in a8 wnfavorable a light as possibls,
Varkham further citss Valers as saying that there was
a law among the lncas prohibiting human sacriflice, The very
existence of such & law would indicate that the practice had
existed at some time. Cleze de Leon, whom Markham conslders

the most unprejudiced of all early writers, believed that

humang were objects of sacrifice only rarely, 1 ever.

52william H, Frescott, Conquest of Peru, Vol. I, p. 95,
O3yarikham, op. cit., p. 109,
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Both Valera and Garcilasco say that the huashuas (children)
and Yuyacs (adults) which were sacrificed were lambs and full
grown llamas and nolt humans,

¥re. duttall sheds some lligtt on this matter while dis-
cussing the origin of the Incas. &he quotes JBarcilasco, who,
ueling Valera as a source, refsra to an intruding race, which
supposedly introduced human sacrifice and ritualistic canni-
balism into Peru. This race, "had come from the region of
Mexlco, peopled the regions of Panama and the Isthmus of
Darisen and all those great mountalilng which extend between
Peru and the new kingdom of Granada," -4

If, as has been suggested, the Incas themselves did not
practice human sacrifiice, but did find it necessary to pass
a law Torbiddins it, such an invasion of foreign elements,
misht serve as an explanation Tor the existence of such a
law. |

&amewhat in line with this, #¥lssler belisves that 1t 1s
clear that the practice 4id prevall at one time but that the
Incss must be glven credlt with having prohibited it.155
Dobbine has the following to say about the custom:

The Feruvian temples were accordingly never polluted,

like those of lexico, with the blood of human victims;
and the Incas even went farther, and signalized thelr

-S4Nuttall, op. cit., pe 151, citing Blas Valera, apud
darcilasco de la Vega, Gommentarios Reales, Lisbos, 1606,
1ib. I, cap. XI, pp. 13, 143 1ik. 1L, CADe VI P. 42

Soyissler, op. cit., p. 193,
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zeal agalnst such horrld rites, by suppressing them in

all the countries they conguered, -9

Bollaert refere to the beliefl in an evil splrit, 2upay,
which was found early smong the people of VYeru, and to which
children were sacrifliced. He does not apecify, however, that
this was a practice of the Ineas or even that 1t still existed
at the time of the Incaic period, ©7

Rowe, in a rather recantrstudy of ﬁhe Incas, comes up

with tﬂ@ conalusimm that human acrifioas were wade only on

rare ocaﬂsiona, 3ueh ag in case a? a pestilence, xamine or
‘waruraversas. Also, he bellisves that two hundred children
were sacrificed at the coronatior of & new emperor. Other
humans were sacrificed if the emperor went Lo war or became
slclk.

. He further states that humaen victims for sacrifice were
chosen from among the cltizens of newly conguered territory,
gthq nandsomest being chosen,

Boys and glrls were also collected as a part of the
taxation from the various provinces. They were recuired to
be physically perfect and were usually ten to [ifteen years
0ld, ‘The zirls were usually selected from the Chosen Unes
at the Convents, They were faa&te@ beforse being sacriliced

and the older ones were made drunk.

B6Frank S. Dobbins, Story of the World's Worship,
Piis 3&4“‘5!

ST8ollaert, op. cit., p. 220,
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The vietims walked around the image reprasggtiug th;
god to whom they were belng offered, two or three times.
They were then strangled with a cord, Thelr thrbata were
thﬁg cut or thelir hearts removed and offered to the idol.
Rlood was poured on the ground or smeared on the idol,

{7 Sometimes a sick Indian, who feared death, offered his
son a8 a sacrifice in an effort to appesse Viracocha or the
;&um, g0 that his own life might be spared, S8
o As sources Rowe uses Cobo, maliﬁa, Morua, Cleza de Leon,
and Polo de Ondegardo. The validity of most of these has
already been questioned.

Molina says that Ccapac~cocha, as human sacrifice was
called, was instituted by Pachacutec Yunca Yupanqui. Chil=-
dren were strangled and buried with images of silver, Such
ceremonies, this eerly writer indicates, were carried out in
a very reverent manner. o9

Montesinos, who has been accused of dalibsfaﬁaly viliw
Pying the Inecas, draws a gruesome picture of an incident
which supposedly took place during the early history of the
Incas, The ruler, Sinchi Roca, defeated the Andaguailas,
and, following his victory, prepared to return to Cugco In a
triumphant merch. What seemed to be a lengthy préc@aaion or
parade entered Cuzco. It was a spectacular affair, and in-

cluded human drume made from important enemy captives. "Their

58Rowe, ope Clte, P» 306,

“sgﬁolina, Narratives, ops clt., pp. 54=9,
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skins were peeled off while they were yet alive, and f1lled
with alr, they represented their owners In a very lifelike
fashion {(and the victors) played upon their bellles with sticks
out of contempt,"4Y

Meny captives marched in the parade. One of the Lords of
Andaguailas was carried naked on a litter, surrounded by drums
made of his relatives, The Inca Sinchi Rocae ordered the
captives' hsarte to be torn out. They were burned and the
ashes were scattered to the winds.SI

Reuarﬂlasa of whﬂtﬁer or nat humana w&re included in

s e,

the Inca program of offerings, thelr aysh@m of éacr%?icea was

_elaborate, It called for llamas, huanacus, vicunas and kh@ir

lambs, pumas, anbtzs or tapirs, birds and plumes, malze, edible

roots, coca, shells, cloth, gold, silver, sweet woods,

gulnea-pigs, dogs; In short, everything they v&luad.ﬂg

60,,

®lnia., p. 5.

ontesinos, op., cit., p. 93,

62%&?1&1’13’31, P‘Eo Cih05 De 10534.
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CHAFPTER V
HUMAN SACRIFICE, A RELIGIOUE RITE

It would be dirfficult for anyone to deny the fact that
religion playved s very imnortant part in the life of the
anclent Maya, Inca and Aztec, UHelther can their religious
philosophies be summarily dlemissed as ignorant superstitions,
“ho can deny the strikins similarities between thelirs and
contemporary theologles throughout the world?

Did not Itzamma, Viracocha and Juetzalcoatl serve in a
gimilar capacity thelr respective cultures as Christ served
the Jewlsh race? Also, as their history verifies, they like-
wisgse introduced thelr relisious ldeas and heroes wherever
they exterded their influence and control,

A study of such representative groups as have been dise
cussed here cannot help but lead to concurrence with Dr, |
rduard feler. Supporting the "psychic unity" theory, Dr.
Seler saild that there is "in all parts oi the world a certain
fundamental uniformity in relizlous ideas, still more in rel-
1:1ous practices, in spite of a wide difference in details,"

Althouch on first glance the religlous systems of these

naoples seemed to conslst of a confusing mass of delties,

Lyackenzie, op. cite, p. 37, quobing Mexican and
Central American Antiqulities, Dureau of Americar LLhnolozy
Bulletin 28, p. 270.

8l
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whose [unctions overlapped, closer cbssrvation revesls that
remarkable progress had been made toward the development of

a conceph of one supreme god, wio was omnipotent, omnipresent,
and invisible. The worsihip of asuch a god was apparently
replacing the old religion amgng»the'intalligangia in many
places. Largely for political reasons, no effort was made to
revise the religion of the masses,

The anclent Maya religion was a simple falith devoted to
a slngle pod. This religion was later corrupted by more
agpressive though less scholarly invaders,

The ruling class of the Aztece, among whom the idea of
monothelsm was introduced by the prince, Nezahualcoyotl,
could hardly alford to destroy the fanatic falth of the mcsgses
In their numerous gods. Awe and fear on the part of conquered
an¢ nelghboring tribss were necessary tc.retain the Aztec
bmpire. The viciocus circle involving military and political
achlevements, and satlisfaction and support of the gods clearly
illustrates this point,

The Incas were no less obligated to retain their Sun
Cult, which was responsible for their control over the imagi-
nations of thelr subjects. Although years of good government
and generous treatment had undoubtedly endeared this ruling
class to thelr subjects, thery could hardly alfford to abandon
the basis on which they had exerted their risht to rule,.

Therelore, the Viracocha cult was reserved for the moembers

o' the Inca or royal family.



The standard of values of the anclent American was not
unlike those prevalling in othser parts of the world. The
same is true as to their relationship with thelr fellow men.
Rivalries between natlions, tribes, provinces, and families
exlsted as they did In Hurope and often they were sebttled
by similar means, warfare or political intrigue. Empires
rose and fell, Cultures thrived and decayed,

Slavery existed in varying degrees, Social position
was inherited, ag was the rizht to rule. Crimes against the
laws of socilety were puniaﬂed, often with mors apparent
justice than they were in the 0ld ¥orld., Members of the
nobility were often reqguired to conform to stricter rules
of conduct than were the msssea, By such wmesns were they
reminded of theilr duty as leaders of the people,

¥uch serious contemplation was devoted to the idea of
irmmortality. The hereafter of these people varied in degrees
of desirabllity. Access to thelr equivelent of Paradise was
based on earthly acts and the manner in which the persons
dieds This last was undoubitedly devised by the priestly
class to support thelr theories regarding sacriflice.

Instances of human sscrifice have been found the world
over. Lt should not be surprising that the practice was
dlscoversd among many Indisn tribes., In discussing the
desvolution of sacriiice among primitive cultures, Tylor says,

eeessthe ruder conception that the deity takes and

values the offering for itaelfl, glves place on the one
nand to the idea of mere homage expressed by a gift,
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and on the other ito the negative view that the virtuse
lies in the worshippsr depriving himself of something
prized.2

A8 a8 religious rite, the custom of oifering human beings
to a god involves the idea that the most precious of all
posessions 1s life itgell, Therefore, people in many ages,
zealous to please a delty in whom their falth was placed,
have offered up their loved ones to vrove thelir devotion to
a sot. Instanceg of such practicss or exprsssion of willinge
ness to perform them are found even in the Lible,

The practice of ki1lling human beinges as a religious
rite should be distingulshed from the custom of cannlibalism
found among many barbaric trives. Human sacrifice as 1t was
practiced among the Aztecs, ¥ayas and Incas was not perflormed
for cannibalistic reasons. ¥hen the flesh of human victims
was eaten by the worshippers, 1t was done so in an alr of
regpactiul solsmmity, for it was bellieved that the virtues
of the dead, acqulred by his sacrificial desath, could be
transfeér@ﬁ to those who consumed his [lash,

Thas, the ides existed amony all these people that a
person wao died on the sacrificial bloek wag destined to
receive the hishest of honors in the herealter. FEven with
an eternity of glory and possible deification az an Induce-
ment, 1t was seldom that the victims went joyfully to thelir

dsatii.

Bipederick W. Hodgze, edlitor, Handbook of American
Indiang dorth of Hexilco, rart IL, D. 402, quobing oir Edward
Tornett Tylor, Primitive Culture, 11, pp, 375-6,
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There seems no reasonable doubt that human sscrifice
was practiced rather extensively by the Aztecs at the time
of the Spanish conquest. It was, however, Increased to a
Trenzgled pace by the lanatic masses, when they felt the yoke
of the Spanish rule upon their shoulders. ¥Fore and more hlood
was spilled in a valn effort to brins down the wrath of their
zods upon the invaders,

In times past the pompous and gory snectacle of their
festivals had served them well. Dy effectively awing nelghe-
boring tribves, the Aztec Empire had mansy;ed to maintain a
strong hold even over tribes 1t had not attempted to crush
militarlly. 'Parhaps the prlests hoped to subdue the Spanish
in the same way, since they obviously objected to the grue-
some practice of sacriflcing humans. Instead the result was
the conguerors, and the Uathollc prlests who followed, set
out to destroy the native temples and all remmants of the
Aztec relislion.

The anclent Itza-Waya was the most scholarly of all the
early Americans., Iiz religlon appears to have been a sinmple
and beautlful falth in a supreme creator. Incense, flowers
and frults served as offerings to this delty, who was not
represented by any idol. An invisible zod was not beyond
the conceivability of these people.

Unfortunately, the Itza-lMayas were not able to withstand
pressures Irom both inside and outside their empire. They

were lorced to submit to the rule of the Toltecs, who



delighted in decorating Maya monuments and temples with scenes
depicting thelr victory over their more accomplished nelghe-
bors. It was following the fall of their caplital, Chichen-
Ttza, that the Maya religlon was revised. The Introduction

of idolatry and numan sacrifice among the Mayas must be
credited to the Toltecs. The Fayan god and culture hero,
Itgamna was adopted and worshipped by the Toltecs.

By the time the Ipanish arrived in Yucatan only remnants
of the old Maya religlion remsinsd. Probably much valuable
information concerning the theology of these ancient scholars
could have been preserved by Bishop Landa, had he been more
of a historian than a priest, bent on conversion of hle
heretic subjects.

It is doubtful if later Inca rulers concurred in the
practice of human sacrifice among their subjecte. Irobably
these wilse politicans were attempting to wean the people
away from the ancient practice., There was a law forbidding
it at the time of the conquest, and this was enforced in
each province which was added to the emplre.

The accounteg of i'nntesinos and some other early writers
leave the impression that they might have read or heard
descriptbions of the reliplious rites of the Aztecs, and
rurposely drew a similar pleture of the Peruvians., There is
also the fact that the lncas did not use any form of writing,
but relied on thelr qulpos to record thelir history. Since

these could be Inbterproted only by spsclally trained Indians,



and since many of the early writers suffered from insufficlent
knowledge of the languagze when they were jzathering thelr
material, 1t would be easy to see how misunderstandings could
arise.

It seems almost useless to attempt to rationalize ths
colorful bub contradichtory figure, Quetzalcoatl., Until some
new digcovery or revelatlion is made, whilch can dlisentangle
the mass of mytholosy surrounding thie personare, little new
can be aftded to the sea of interpretatlons haaped upon this
nams .

Doas Quetzalcoatl represent a zod, a man, an intruding
paople? Qulte possibly all three are corrsct, This title
could have belonpged to the peacs-loving Toltec rulsr-prisst,
who attempted to Introduce o now religlous cult amony his
people, patterned after that of the d¥ayas, ZSincs it was a
custom to deif'y important personages altsr thelr death,
quetzalcoatl may have taken his place on the altars of
worship following his death or disappeanrance.

Other Toltec rulers may have adopted the name of
Juatzaleoatl, or it may have become a term pgenerally used
to refer to all their suceeeding rulers. Thus, the peasce-
loving philosogher may have absorbed credit for all the acts
of hisg sucesssors.

dventually, the ¥Wayas may have come to regard the word
Tustzalecoatl as represerting the entire Toltee race, which

subjugated them,
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Such an interpretation neither adds to nor detracts
from the mystery of the Plumed 3erpent, whose influsence was
so widespread. Thus, the puzzle remaline; perhaps t5 he
solved by some persistant archaeologlst, ethnoloszist or

hiastorlane.
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