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Paul Badham is becoming well known as a philosopher of religion
who takes paranormal and near-death experience (NDE) data seriously
and attempts to integrate them within a mainstream understanding
of Christianity. He is also a theologian whose written meaning is
immediately and unambiguously clear, so that it is never necessary
to read a sentence of his twice. The drift is obvious first time round
(why can't they all be like that?). In this volume he collaborates
with his wife, whose background in science and philosophy valuably
complements his own. It reads more like a judge's summary than an
advocate's brief; that makes its conclusions all the more impressive.

Some philosophers believe that talk of "survival" or "resurrection"
is semantically or logically meaningless. Some theologians evacuate
words of their real meanings, and make the term "resurrection"
refer to a this-worldly hope only, or to some notion of "being
remembered eternally in the mind of God," rather than being con-
tinuously self-aware in personal existence. The Badhams devote their
first two chapters to dismissing these misuses of the terms, so that
they are then free to move on and ask whether resurrection is a more
likely prospect for humankind than extinction.

There are formidable objections to the idea of survival of death.
They are fairly stated and squarely argued. At what stage in bodily
development do we argue that there is a something called "mind"
which is capable of survival? When the human baby can differentiate
itself sufficiently from its surroundings to know itself as self? At
birth? When the fetus quickens in the womb? When the embryo is
implanted? At conception? For that matter, at what stage in evolution
or in the spectrum of living being do we begin to see beings capable
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of survival? For instance, do chimpanzees survive? Or dogs, or
dolphins? Or pre-hominids from ancient times? Or denizens of other
galaxies? The problems multiply as we state them. Then again,
consciousness and brain states are so closely correlated that it is
easiest to conclude that when the brain perishes, so does everything
connected with it.

So far, the idea of survival is becoming less and less credible.
The data of "traditional" science give scant support to it. But then
the Badhams examine the evidence from NDEs, the evidence from
psychical research, and claimed memories of former lives. The over-
all balance of probabilities begins to shift significantly.

Readers of Anabiosis will find nothing unfamiliar in the discussion
of NDEs and death-bed stories. They confront us, say the Badhams,
"with data which support the possibility of personal survival of
bodily death, and which cannot be accounted for by the physio-
logical or psychological state of the patient, nor by his cultural or
religious background." This is not a conclusion lightly reached.
Some aspects, e.g. of Moody's or Kubler-Ross's writings, are suspect.
The way he treats a story from the Venerable Bede "shows that
Moody has made Bede's story fit his scheme, by the simple expedient
of omitting all the copious data in Bede which conflict with it."
Kubler-Ross "makes totally unsupported claims with an air of abso-
lute certainty." Yet, despite this, the Badhams cannot brush the
data aside. They have been told, by people whom they trust, first-
hand accounts of near-death experiences. In the end of the day,
after stating alternative explanations clearly, and acknowledging all

the difficulties inherent in the prima facie reading of the data, they
have to confess that "we have some grounds for accepting them as
being what their percipients claim them to be-reports of what
actually happens at the moment of death."

What is true of NDEs is true of parapsychology and claimed
memories of former lives. There are difficulties in accepting the
obvious claims made by the data, but despite all these difficulties,
the data do give some credibility to claims for human survival.

This sounds a grudging conclusion. Can we have no more certainty
about human destiny than a fairly reasonable probability based on a
fine balance of arguments? This is not the personal stance of the
authors. For them, the one crucial factor that alters the case com-
pletely is the knowledge of God. A frail foundation on which to build
so momentous a belief? By no means. "For those to whom God is a
reality, no basis could be more secure." And on that ringing affirma-
tion, the book closes. In other words, belief in survival, like religious
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belief, is a matter of faith-to which reason may point but which
unaided reason may not establish. It will be interesting to see whether
the work of IANDS and others will eventually tip the balance so far
towards proof of survival that faith will be swallowed up in sight.
Those of us who have labored for many years on the interpretation
of parapsychological data see them as so intrinsically and irreducibly
ambiguous that they doubt it. But the lure is always there, and who
knows . . .?

The Barnes and Noble 1982 edition of this book is identical to
the original English edition of that same year. In 1984 the Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge brought out a revised United
Kingdom edition in paperback. This contains a new six-page intro-
duction signposting the reader's way through the book, and a three-
page postscript on the NDE. The latter draws our attention to
Life at Death (1980) by Kenneth Ring, Recollections of Death
(1982) by Michael Sabom, and Beyond the Body (1982) by Susan
Blackmore. They conclude that "no consensus as yet exists in favor
of the evidential status of near-death experiences," but that since at
least ten university departments now have research programs ex-
ploring the NDE, there is hope that "perhaps one day there may be
general agreement about their significance."

Paul and Linda Badham's study is one of the best books known
to me on the religious, theological, and philosophical questions about
what happens to us after death. It is also thoroughly well informed
on the latest parapsychological and NDE research. It can be very
strongly recommended.
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